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After a rise in Covid-19 cases 
on campus, Choate’s administra-
tion decided on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14, that classes would be held 
UHPRWHO\� IRU� WKH� ¿QDO� WZR� GD\V�
before Winter Break. As of Tues-
day evening, 15 cases of Covid had 
EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�RQ�FDPSXV�DV�ZHOO�
DV�D�QXPEHU�RI�ÀX�FDVHV��

In what many viewed as 
regrettably reminiscent of the 
2019-2020 school year, classes 
for Wednesday and Thursday 
were held on Zoom, with teachers 
scrambling to adjust their lesson 
plans and email Zoom links to 
their students. St. John Hall and 
academic buildings were closed 
to students, and the Dining Hall 
transitioned to takeaway service. 
Athletic contests were cancelled. 
The Holiday Program, originally 
scheduled for Thursday, Decem-
ber 16, was also cancelled. 

Boarders were given the op-
tion to remain on campus until 

Friday, and attend class from 
their dorm rooms. With per-
PLVVLRQ� IURP� WKH� 'HDQV¶� 2̇FH��
boarders could return home 
HDUO\�� EHIRUH� WKH� ṘFLDO� VWDUW� RI�
break, on Friday, December 18. 
Day students were asked to re-
PDLQ�R̆�FDPSXV��

In an email Tuesday night an-
nouncing its decision, the School 
noted that the move was made 
“out of an abundance of caution 
in order to minimize any possible 
spread of illness within our cam-
pus community given our proxim-
ity to the upcoming break.” 

The number of Covid cases on 
campus has steadily risen since 
students returned from Fall Break. 
On December 4, Choate shifted its 
Covid-19 alert level from Blue to 
Yellow, after testing revealed one 
case on campus, but most safety 
guidelines remained the same, 
with dorm visitation being prohib-
ited and masks required in resi-
dential spaces. 

Many students expressed dis-
appointment at the School’s de-
cision, and felt that Choate had 
not been adequately proactive in 

monitoring the situation after stu-
dents returned to campus from 
Fall Break. The School decided to 
test only international students, 
their close contacts, and any stu-
dent who visited the Health Cen-
ter showing symptoms. The rest of 
the community went untested.

According to Medical Director 
Dr. Miriam Cohen, the Health Cen-
ter’s decisions were guided by the 
recommendations of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and the Health Center’s ex-
perience in the Fall Term. 

“CDC guidelines said that if 
you’re fully vaccinated, you do 
not need to undergo surveillance 
testing,” Dr. Cohen said. “But 
those individuals who traveled 
internationally were tested be-
cause that’s what the CDC said 
²�¿YH� WR�VHYHQ�GD\V�DIWHU� LQWHU-
national travel.” That testing re-
vealed four positive cases. 

After the Fall Long Weekend, 
the Health Center tested only 
symptomatic individuals, and 
none were positive. “We have stu-
dents traveling home all the time 
and coming back, and we hadn’t 

seen Covid on campus.” Dr. Cohen 
said. “Knowing that peer schools 
had similar experiences, we de-
cided that we wouldn’t test after 
Thanksgiving break.”

Still, many felt that the pre-
cautions weren’t enough. “I am 
very disappointed in Choate’s 
administration, said Sidharth 
Rao ’23. “We pay the price with 
more Covid-19 cases and less 
in-person school.” 

Tuesday’s announcement sent 
many students hurrying to adjust 
their plans for returning home, 
with varying degrees of success. 
Speaking on Tuesday night, Lisa 
Ji ’22 said, “Everyone else in my 
dorm is making immediate plans 
of going home tomorrow, whereas 
I’m left alone to go home Friday on 
P\�VFKHGXOHG�ÀLJKW�´�

Danny Yoon ’24, who is from 
South Korea, decided against re-
turning home over the weekend of 
December 12, anxious not to miss 
WKH�¿QDO�GD\V�RI� LQ�SHUVRQ� OHDUQ-
ing before Winter Break. On Tues-
day, he rushed to pull together 
last-minute plans to return home. 
“My opinion is that [the adminis-

tration] genuinely didn’t show any 
respect especially to students who 
need to travel, especially announc-
ing this at 9 p.m. when it’s really 
GL̇FXOW�WR�PDNH�FKDQJHV�´

While many students were 
frustrated by the last-minute no-
tice and the cancellation of sports, 
in-person clubs, and Holiday Pro-
gram performances, others appre-
ciated what they saw as the School’s 
WUDQVSDUHQF\� DQG� ḢFLHQF\� LQ� LWV�
communication to students. 

“My family has opted for me 
to leave campus tomorrow,” said 
Aidan Gearney ‘24, referring to 
Wednesday. “I feel like the fact that 
we’re able to make that decision 
given the full set of facts is great.”

Dr. Cohen said that the School 
will support students as they nav-
igate unstable circumstances. “We 
care for people until they are able 
to have someone come and care for 
them,” she said. “We will work to-
gether to make a plan, and we will 
not leave anyone without housing.” 

Dr. Cohen cautioned against 
interpreting the recent rise in 
Covid-19 cases on campus as a 
drastic escalation from a year 

ago. “Last year, we were dis-
tanced everywhere on campus, 
including sports,” Dr. Cohen 
said. “And we didn’t allow any-
one to travel on and off campus. 
This significantly prevented 
any spread on campus. But, sig-
nificantly increased the mental 
health impact of the pandemic.”

5HVWULFWLRQV� ZHUH� VLJQL¿-
cantly relaxed this fall. ”When 
we chose this year not to dis-
tance, to allow travel, to allow 
sports, we knew we were taking 
on more risk,” Dr. Cohen said. 
“I still believe it’s the correct 
choice, but it makes the num-
bers not comparable.”

Before returning to campus af-
ter Winter Break, in January, stu-
dents will be required to provide 
proof of a negative Covid-19 test. 
They will be tested again once they 
are on campus, with remote learn-
ing and takeaway meals the rou-
tine until test results are returned. 

By Rachel Pittman ’22 and 
Ryan Kim ’23

Managing Editor and Associate 
Editor

Winter break begins on De-
cember 17, but some internation-
al students are leaving campus as 
early as December 10 and com-
pleting the last week of Decem-
ber classes virtually. The School 
allowed this early departure 
because of  new Covid-19 cases 
on campus and the worldwide 
changes in quarantine man-
dates, spurred by the Omicron 
&RYLG����YDULDQW��WKDW�PD\�D̆HFW�
international student travel. 

Students returning to coun-
tries that require strict quaran-
tines have known since October 
that they could leave campus early 
for Winter Break. Ms. Ashley Sin-
clair, Director of Global Programs 
and Adviser to International Stu-
GHQWV�� QRWL¿HG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VWX-
dents and families in an email on 
October 19 that “students return-
ing to their home country whose 
quarantine is two weeks or longer” 
would be able to either “return 
home at the end of the fall term” or 
“return home at the end of the sec-
ond week of classes in December.”  

The School hoped to ensure 
that quarantines did not lim-
it students’ time with family 
during a “well-deserved break,” 
as Ms. Sinclair put it. Students 
who have left campus early will 
join classes remotely on Zoom or 
asynchronously watch a record-
ing of the class.

On December 8, in a second 
email, Ms. Sinclair extended 
the offer of leaving campus ear-
ly to all international students, 
regardless of the quarantine 
measures imposed by the home 
countries. The offer was precip-
itated by a rise in on-campus 
Covid-19 cases and the spread 
of the Omicron variant across 
the globe. 

International students must 
return to campus on the original 
date of January 3. The School 
will test all students for Covid-19 
upon their return to campus. 

 Dean of Students Mr. Mike 
Velez ’00 acknowledged the chal-
lenges that come with the return 
to a semi-hybrid model. With 
the class schedule not as adap-

Citing Pandemic, School 
Allows International Students 
to Begin Winter Break Early

By Tess Taetle ’24
Sta! Reporter

Ms. Jennifer Karlen Elliott, 
the Assistant Head of School for 
Residential Life and Dean of Stu-
dents at Phillips Academy Ando-
ver, has been appointed as Cho-
DWH¶V� ¿UVW� +HDG� RI� 6WXGHQW� DQG�

Academic Life, a new position 
designed to be a surrogate Head 
of School when Dr. Alex Curtis, 
Choate’s Head of School, is away 
from campus. 

Ms. Elliott was chosen after 
an eight-month search. At An-
dover, she has taught history 
and social science and coached 

squash. Previously, she worked 
at the Stevenson School and the 
Westminster School. 

As Choate’s Head of Student 
and Academic Life, she will work 
closely with Dr. Curtis but will be 
able to make decisions about the 
School’s budget and other func-
tions without consulting him. 

The Dean of Faculty, the Dean of 
Equity and Inclusion, the Dean 
of College Counseling, and the 
Dean of Students will all report 
directly to Ms. Elliott.

The search process for the po-
sition began last spring with the 

By Alexis Lien ’23
Associate Editor

See NEW HEAD, Page  2

Ms. Jennifer Elliott will assume her new position next July.
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Elliott

Ms. Jennifer Elliott, Andover Dean, Appointed 
First Ever Head of Student and Academic Life

School Returns to Remote Learning As Covid-19 Cases Rise
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Ryan Kim may be reached at 
rkim23@choate.edu. Rachel 
Pittman may be reached at 

rpittman22@choate.edu. 

See WINTER BREAK, Page  2



organization of a search commit-
tee. The committee consisted of 
Dr. Curtis, members of the Board 
of Trustees, Dean of Students Mr. 
Mike Velez ’00, Dean of Equity 
and Inclusion Dr. Rachel Myers, 
DQG� +3566� 7HDFKHU� 0V�� 7L̆DQ\�
Rivera. Additionally, the School 
SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�FRQVXOWLQJ�¿UP�
Storbeck Search.

By the end of the spring term 
of 2020, the Search Committee 
whittled its pool of candidates to a 
smaller group that Storbeck further 
vetted over the summer. This pool 
included a diverse group of candi-
dates with a wide range of back-
grounds and interests. By the be-
ginning of the 2021-2022 academic 
year, the pool had been further re-
GXFHG� WR� D� JURXS�RI� VHPL�¿QDOLVWV�
who each participated in a series 
of Zoom sessions. That group was 
QDUURZHG�WR�WKUHH�¿QDOLVWV�ZKR�YLV-
ited campus in October. Ms. Elliott 

was unanimously recommended 
by the Board of Trustees.

0V��(OOLRWW�¿UVW�EHFDPH� LQWHU-
ested in Choate after getting to 
know Mr. Velez and former Dean 
of Students Mr. James Stanley 
during occasional meetings with 
other boarding school deans.“It’s 
been awesome to learn about 
Choate’s community and Cho-
DWH¶V�YDOXHV�DQG�VHH�WKH�GL̆HUHQW�
ways that the work we’re doing 
overlaps,” she said. 

Mr. Raynard Kington, Ando-
ver’s Head of School, said that Ms. 
Elliott is “energetic, thoughtful, and 
committed.” He continued, “She is 
very devoted to students and en-
suring that students’ experiences 
are at the center of everything.” 

Mr. Velez said, “She had an 
excellent track record of being a 
person who puts the needs of the 
community before any individual 
ones. I think she is someone who 
is aligned with our mission and 
values as a person, and I think 

that that is really important when 
you look at positions of leadership 
at a school. You want somebody 
who shares the values and visions 
of the School, not only profes-
sionally but also personally.”

Upon reading her respons-
es in her application, Dr. Curtis 
shared similar sentiments re-
garding her Choate-like spirit. 
“There’s a great combination in 
her personality that came across 
— an enthusiasm that shines 
WKURXJK�´� KH� VDLG�� ³6KH� UHÀHFWHG�
in the material I saw that she had 
listened very well to other people 
and … [taken action] based on 
both her experience and also the 
input from others.”

Dr. Myers was interested in 
Ms. Elliott because of her “deep 
understanding and love and ap-
preciation for the boarding school 
environment and teenagers.” She 
added, “Any school of our caliber 
has to be wary of some well-in-
tentioned applicants who might, 

however, not really like kids all 
that much. [Ms. Elliott] wants 
this job for the right reasons.” 

Ms. Elliott will formally be-
gin her new position on July 1, 
2022. She most looks forward 
to continuing “to talk to as many 
kids, colleagues, parents, and 
alumni to get a sense of what 
Choate wants to do, and what 
feels most core or special to Cho-
ate’s identity.” Ms. Elliott said 
she thinks of herself as a learner 
and aims to expand her skillset 
and gain valuable experience 
while at Choate. “There’s a part 
of me that just feels really excit-
ed to be in that stage of intense 
learning for a stretch,” she said. 
More importantly, she is eager 
to devote her energy and time to 
developing and maintaining ini-
tiatives at Choate, and hopes for 
the community to dream big.
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Alexis Lien may be reached 
at alien23@choate.edu

In the spring of 2020, when 
WKH� SDQGHPLF� ¿UVW� IRUFHG� WKH�
School to turn fully virtual, the 
Student Activities Center (SAC) 
VFUDPEOHG�WR�¿QG�D�ZD\�IRU�VWX-
dents to stay connected over 
Zoom. As Choate has slowly tran-
sitioned to in-person learning, 
the SAC followed suit. Although 
the transition was not always 
easy or straightforward, students 
are once again beginning to con-
vene for various clubs and social 
events on campus.

During the 2020-2021 ac-
ademic year, events held in 
the SAC were limited by strict 
masking, physical-distancing 
protocols, and a period of re-
mote learning. According to the 
SAC, between the 2019-2020 
and 2020-2021 academic year, 
the number of students who be-
longed to clubs dropped by 40%, 
from 1,980 to 1,178. 

Chair of the Committee on 
Student Activities (COSA) and 
President of GirlUp Rhea Shah 
’22 realized the importance of 
club life in meeting new peo-
ple during the pandemic. “Club 
meetings and events over Zoom 
reported lower attendance rates 
than we have seen in past years, 
DQG�,�WKLQN�ZH�IHOW�WKDW�H̆HFW�RQ�
our community,’’ she said.

This year, however, the 
SAC has seen the number of 
students attending events re-
bound. “It’s clear that students 
are craving social interaction, 
so we have seen them at events 
more this year,” said Ms. Al-

exandra Long, the Director of 
Student Activities. 

The SAC is currently hosting 
events at the rate it did before 
Covid-19 struck. Twenty clubs 
have already hosted school-wide 
events during the weekend and 
many clubs have consistently 
scheduled weekly meetings. 

“I think I’ve seen pretty 
much every club has host-
ed a meeting, if not multiple 
meetings, whether it’s weekly 
or biweekly this term, which 
was definitely not something 
we were even seeing before 
Covid-19,” said Ms. Colleen 
Kazar, the Assistant Director 
of Student Activities and Ad-
viser to COSA. 

With the SAC also granting 
a $200 budget for each club, 
turnout at meetings has in-
creased. The Lit Editor-in-Chief 
Marcus Ding ’22 highlighted 
the benefits of ordering food 
as incentives to get new club 
members and making meet-
ings more enjoyable. Similarly, 
Finance and Investment Club 
found 238 students signed up to 
their email list at Club Fair, and 
of those, 70 are active members 
— numbers much higher than 
pre-Covid times. 

President of Spectrum, Jess 
Zhao ’23, also enjoyed the in-
creased club engagement and 
experienced fresh solidarity 
missing during Zoom meetings. 
³6SHFWUXP¶V� ¿UVW�PHHWLQJ� RI� WKH�
year overwhelmed me in many 
ways. For one, I had never seen 
that many people in the project 
room before. The crowd was full 
of newcomers to Spectrum — 

something that we, in previous 
years, had struggled with — and 
everyone was restless,” they said. 
“There’s an outpouring of cama-
raderie at every meeting, and 
people seem readier to compli-
PHQW� HDFK� RWKHU�� WR� ḊUP� HYHQ�
complete strangers.” 

Still, with campus life re-
turning to normal again, so are 
the busy schedules for all the 
students. Vice President of the 
Environmental Action Coali-
tion (EAC) Lauren Ben-Ezra 
¶��� UHÀHFWHG� RQ� WKH� IDVW�SDFHG�
life at Choate, especially since 
“students have very little time 
for clubs, planning events, and 
meetings at times that work for 
all people.”

However, Zhao has appre-
ciated how clubs have been a 
space to vent about the transi-
tion to the rapid pace of Choate 
life. “I’ve noticed a lot of bond-
ing over adjusting to the Choate 
workload, confusion about Cho-
DWH�WUDGLWLRQV��DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�¿QG�
a place at Choate. I think that 
feeling is especially prominent 
for LGBTQIA+ members who are 
navigating how Choate impacts 
their identity after a long time 
stuck at home,” they said. 

Indeed, many clubs have 
created spaces for students 
to unpack and heal from the 
events of the past two years, 
including mass grief over the 
pandemic, racial trauma, po-
litical unrest, and the struggle 
of being quarantined at home. 
“For many, Choate offers a 
place to experiment with ex-
pressing your identity, but 
the pandemic has taken away 

much of our sense of securi-
ty,” said Zhao. “Almost every 
meeting has a moment that 
touches on pandemic fatigue 
and the fear of suddenly being 
confined to remote learning in 
unsupportive spaces.” 

Similarly, before the start of 
the year, the GirlUp cabinet had 
a meeting to discuss their vision 
of the year and decided that they 
wanted to develop a space where 
people felt comfortable to speak 
openly about gender inequality 
and brainstorm ideas to enact 
VLJQL¿FDQW�FKDQJH��

Particularly through joint 
meetings, many clubs have 
found ways to connect students 
across different corners of 
campus through healing con-
versation. For example, during 
Ally Week, Spectrum hosted a 
joint meeting with The Body 
Project to discuss how body 
image intersects with gender 
identity and sexuality — a topic 
related to the family pressures 
more explicitly experienced 
during quarantine. 

As winter term continues, 
Shah, too, hopes that club life 
will help heal and rebuild com-
munity. She said, “Club life at 
Choate has always, in my opin-
ion, been essential in creating 
bonds between people. Covid-19 
put physical and emotional dis-
tance between us, leaving us un-
able to foster as a community as 
we traditionally had in the past. 
In-person club life is one way to 
begin to bridge this distance.” 

PARTICIPATION IN SAC ACTIV ITIES 
SK Y ROCK ETS FROM COV ID-19 LOW

Lauren Hsu may be reached 
at lhsu24@choate.edu

By Lauren Hsu ’24
Sta! Reporter

Graphic by Yujin Kim/The Choate News

The Trouble When 
Choate’s Wi-Fi 

Shuts Down

Yoyo Zhang may be reached 
at yozhang24@choate.edu

tive as last year’s and catered to 
the students on campus, he said 
that virtual learning complicates 
assessments, especially with the 
WLPH�]RQH�GL̆HUHQFHV�

Dr. Carol Chen-Lin, a Chi-
nese teacher at Choate, has a stu-
dent planning to learn virtually 
starting on the week of Decem-
ber 13. Dr. Chen-Lin said, “I un-
derstand how important it is for 
families to get together during 
the holiday season.” However, 
VKH�LV�FRQ¿GHQW�LQ�&KRDWH¶V�DELO-
ity to integrate virtual students, 
seeing how Choate has devel-
oped remote-teaching strategies 
in the past two years.

Madison Lee ’22, an interna-
tional student from South Ko-
rea, is thankful that the School 
allowed her to leave early. “We 
have to quarantine for ten days, 

and I was initially worried that I 
wouldn’t be able to return home 
at all if I stayed for the whole 
week,” she said. 

Lee noted that teachers 
have been understanding of 
her needs while living in a dif-
ferent time zone by allowing 
her to learn asynchronously 
and meet outside of class time 
during the last week of school. 
However, she acknowledges 
that it will be challenging for 
teachers to ensure that the re-
mote and in-person students 
are under similar conditions 
for completing assessments. 
Still, since Lee is only taking 
classes virtually for four days, 
she believes that learning re-
motely will not be much of a 
challenge for her. 

NEW HEAD OF STUDENT AND ACADEMIC LIFE

Continued from Page 1

International Students 
Depart Early for 

Winter Break

Tess Taetle may be reached 
at ttaetle24@choate.edu

Since the beginning of the 
winter term, interruptions to the 
campus Wi-Fi network have hin-
dered  access to the internet — an 
essential part of Choate students’ 
everyday routine. To many, the 
ways students have attempted to 
resolve the issue have revealed 
inequities across campus. 

Sophia Berdon ’24, a day stu-
dent, has struggled with connect-
ing her laptop to Choate Wi-Fi 
throughout the majority of this 
academic year. She also experi-
enced trouble loading websites 
on her phone and iPad, which 
has regularly prolonged the time 
she spent on homework. As a day 
student, Berdon has had the op-
tion to save online assignments 
for when she gets home.

Not all students have the 
privilege to return home every 
day, though, and many, when 
the School’s Wi-Fi is not work-
ing, are forced to connect their 
devices to the data plan on their 
phones, known as a personal 
hotspot. However, these data 
plans are expensive, and not all 
students at Choate can access 
mobile data — assuming that it is 
available to all can cause discom-
fort in classroom settings. 

“I was in my classes and 
my teacher would mention the 
fact that we all had hotspots,” 
said Cadence Secreto ’23. “She 
didn’t take into account that 
some of us didn’t. It was unset-
tling, and I had to speak up and 
be like, ‘Oh, I don’t have one.’”

“Hotspot isn’t just something 
you can choose to get whenever 
you want,” said David Garsten 
’23. “You have to pay extra mon-
ey in a long term plan for it.” 
As someone who doesn’t have a 
personal hotspot, Garsten often 
has to “ask other people for a 
hotspot, which has been very an-
noying.” Not long ago, he attend-
ed the Student Diversity Leader-
ship Conference (SDLC), and the 
Choate internet was unstable. 
Garsten said that he “needed to 
be at a ton of Zoom meetings, 

making it impossible to attend a 
large portion of the conference.”

-H̆�.LP�¶����D�ERDUGLQJ�VWX-
dent from South Korea, did not 
have a robust hotspot and was 
forced to depend on unreliable 
troubleshooting methods such 
as constantly turning the Wi-Fi 
RQ�DQG�R̆�RQ�KLV�FRPSXWHU��(V-
pecially in his research-inten-
sive U.S. History class, Kim said 
“without any hotspot during Wi-
Fi shutdowns, it was impossible 
to get all the material I needed 
for that completely ready.”

The Wi-Fi issue also added 
stress to seniors scrambling to 
complete their college applica-
tions. “The Wi-Fi went out while 
I was submitting my college app 
last week,” Samuel Qin ’22 said. 
“It caused a lot of anxiety, as I 
FRXOG�QRW�¿QG�DQ\�ZRUNDURXQGV�
at the moment.” The application 
eventually went through. 

Teachers appeared to vary 
in their approach to accommo-
date for the technological in-
conveniences. HPRSS teacher 
Ms. Emily Kaplan said, “I was 
in a dorm that did happen to 
have Wi-Fi that week, so a lot 
of non-Hall students scrambled 
in, asking our residents if they 
could study here.” 

Ms. Kaplan went on, “The Wi-
Fi outage seemed to add a layer 
of stress to students impacted. 
Many of the boarding students 
who I teach understandably 
came to class not fully prepared, 
so I think a lot of teachers had to 
adjust lesson plans as well.” 

There appears to have been 
DW�OHDVW�RQH�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�:L�
Fi disruption. Some students 
remarked that because everyone 
had to congregate in the hand-
IXO�RI�DUHDV�WKDW�R̆HUHG�D�VWDEOH�
internet connection, there was a 
spontaneous sense of camarade-
rie among students. 

“I had a couple of friends who 
couldn’t access their virtual text-
books,” said Gaby Nirmal ’23, “so 
we all got together and shared pic-
tures of the physical pages.” 

By Yoyo Zhang ’24
Associate Editor

Graphic by Brian Yip/The Choate News



Thursday, December 16, 2021 The Choate News || Page 3

On Friday, December 3, 
Wallingford residents flooded 
Main Street and Center Street 
for the Wallingford Holiday 
Stroll. Festive lights lit up 
storefronts and sidewalks, and 
people of all ages greeted store 
owners and carolling children. 
The event began 12 years ago 
as a way for the town to cele-
brate the holidays and support 
local businesses. Since then, 
the Holiday Stroll has come to 
be known as an annual com-
munity gathering filled with 
fun events, great deals, and 
storied rituals. 

Last year, the stroll didn’t 
take place as businesses could 
not open their storefronts or 
welcome customers inside. 
Now that businesses are back 
open, the stroll aims to cele-
brate and revive small busi-
nesses looking to welcome 

back customers. Forgoing the 
stroll meant not only missing 
out on a fun community event, 
but also a large body of clients. 

This year, the Holiday Stroll 
garnered greater attention 
than expected. Ms. Chris Olin, 
Co-founder of Hidden Gem On 
Main, a store that aims to sup-
port local artists and fair trade 
said: “I found that the crowd 
was larger. It was a big party, 
people were so happy to be out 
together. Families and friends, 
the weather was great, so it was 
... wonderful, there were kids of 
all ages. We had our heater out-
side, so people were also able to 
sit, and we had coffee, tea, and 
hot chocolate that we gave away 
to whoever wanted it.”

“Seeing everyone out and 
going to shops hasn’t happened 
in a long time, and it was really 
nice to see that,” said Hadley 
Rogers ’22, a resident of Wall-
ingford. Some noted that the 
larger crowds may also be due 

to the relaxed Covid-19 guide-
lines; this year, masks were op-
tional, and a limit of no more 
than 100 people were allowed 
inside a store at one time. 

With the return of the big 
crowd came the return of many 
traditions. “The stroll had a DJ 
at the Fishbein Park, free kettle-
corn for the community, chest-
nuts being roasted, and food 
trucks selling hot chocolate and 
FR̆HH�´�VDLG�0V��0LFKHOOH�%MRUN-
man, Head of the Wallingford 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, a co-sponsor of the event.

Another tradition that 
fosters camaraderie between 
businesses, clients, and the 
general community is the raf-
IOH�� %XVLQHVVHV� WKDW� DUH� D� SDUW�
of the stroll donated gift cards 
to be auctioned off, along with 
the larger prizes — three gift 
baskets containing goodies 
from the businesses that par-
ticipated. For many smaller 
establishments, it was also a 

time to hand out some special 
holiday treats and sales. 

Ms. Olin said, “It wasn’t 
really the time for us to do an-
other sale because we already 
had a couple of really good big 
day sales, but we did have a 
raffle. We did offer discounts, 
but they weren’t storewide. It 
was more like if you found a 
magical candy cane with 25% 
off, you could use that towards 
your purchase.” 

The small-town nature of 
Wallingford fosters this tra-
dition, Ms. Olin concluded, 
“Wallingford is a wonderful 
community town, and that’s 
what I believe the drive is, to 
really help support the small 
businesses in town. You have 
really big box stores like 
Walmart on Route 5, but the 
stroll is a way for the commu-
nity center to come together.”

On November 24, a new vari-
ant of Covid-19 — Omicron — was 
reported to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO). First detected 
in specimens collected on Novem-
EHU����LQ�%RWVZDQD��WKH�:+2�FODV-
VL¿HG� WKH� YDULDQW� DV� D� 9DULDQW� RI�
&RQFHUQ��92&��RQ�1RYHPEHU����

On December 10, the Con-
necticut Department of Public 
Health (CDPH) announced that 
there have been eleven cases of 
2PLFURQ� LGHQWL¿HG� DPRQJ� &RQ-
necticut residents, four men and 
¿YH�ZRPHQ�DJHG����WR�����$PRQJ�
the infected were residents of 
Hartford, New Haven, and Fair-
¿HOG� FRXQWLHV�� HLJKW� RI� ZKRP�
were fully vaccinated. Specimen 
collection released by the Yale 
School of Public Health dates the 
VSUHDG�IURP�1RYHPEHU����WR�'H-
cember 7. Generally, Covid cases 
have been increasing statewide, 
with the most current CDPH data 
showing that there has been an 
����� LQFUHDVH� LQ� SRVLWLYH� FDVHV��
with hospitalization rates up al-
most 30% since April of 2021.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) has little in-
formation so far on how rapidly the 
Omicron variant spreads and how 
to best mitigate it. Current vaccines 
are expected to protect against se-
vere illness, hospitalizations, and 
deaths from the Omicron variant. 
However, breakthrough infections 
— which happen after a person is 
fully vaccinated — are more likely 
to occur from infection with the 
Omicron strain than the original 
Covid-19 virus. CDC data record-
ed that as of December 10, 79% 
of those who have contracted the 
Omicron variant are fully vaccinat-
ed. Furthermore, 14 of those who 
contracted Omicron received their 
ERRVWHU�GRVH��DQG�¿YH�RI�WKRVH�ZLWK�
the booster received it more than 
two weeks prior to being infected. 

According to the CDC, more 
than 25% of vaccinated people 
in Connecticut have received 
booster shots, with local vac-
cine providers advocating that 
all who are eligible get their 
booster shots to increase immu-
nity. On December 10, Dr. Ash-
ley Losier, a clinician adminis-
tering Pfizer booster shots at 

the New Haven Public Library 
stated, “It is important now 
more than ever that people over 
WKH�DJHV�RI����JHW�ERRVWHU�VKRWV��
With the new variants, you may 
never know who has symptoms 
or not.” As of December 10, 
booster shots are available for 
SHRSOH� ��� \HDUV� DQG� ROGHU�� 6KH�
continued, “There are many 
locations in which you can get 
them for free.” Local residents 
can get their free booster shot 
at New Haven Public Library, 
Jackie Robinson Park, Trum-
bull Mall, Waterbury, CT, and 
%UDGOH\� $LUSRUW�� DQG� VKRXOG�
check the ct.gov webpage to see 
when clinics are open. 

In a December 4 press re-
lease, Governor Ned Lamont 
said, “We have life-saving tools 
like vaccines and boosters avail-
DEOH�WR�¿JKW�WKLV�SDQGHPLF�²�LQ-
cluding the Delta and Omicron 
variants — and I urge everyone 
to take the necessary precau-
tions to protect themselves and 
everyone around them.”

OVER 500 ATHLETES COMPETE IN LOCAL SPECI AL OLYMPICS

The Special Olympics is “the 
world’s largest sports organiza-
tion for children and adults with 
intellectual and physical disabil-
ities,” according to its website.
The organization provides train-
ing and activities year-round 
to 5,000,000 participants in 
172 countries. Special Olympics 
Connecticut is one of the many 
branches of the organization and 
operates around the state in Fair-
¿HOG�� +DUWIRUG�� /LWFK¿HOG�� 0LG-
dlesex, New Haven, New London, 
Tolland, and Windham counties.

Throughout November, Spe-
cial Olympics Connecticut host-
ed a range of activities to engage 
athletes with disabilities and 
special needs. Events included 
WKH�%DVNHWEDOO�6NLOOV�-DPERUHH�DW�
Quinnipiac University, powerlift-
ing at the Special Abilities, Well-
ness, Arts & Health (SAWAH) 
QRQ�SUR¿W� FHQWHU�� DQG� WKH� 8QL-
¿HG� 6SRUWV� 9ROOH\EDOO� &RPSH-
tition at Hamden Hall Country 
'D\�6FKRRO¶V�%HFNHUPDQ�$WKOHWLF�
Center. Overall, more than 550 
athletes and partners participat-
ed in the events. 

On November 20, the Con-
necticut Elks Association — a 
non-profit that raises money 
for children, veterans, and peo-
ple with disabilities — present-
ed the Unified Sports Holiday 
Classic prize that is awarded at 
Special Olympics Connecticut. 
The awards had the hallmarks 
of an Olympic competition: giv-
ing recognition to the hosts and 
sponsors of the games and a 

ceremonial lighting of a replica 
Olympic torch. 

$� VLJQL¿FDQW� SRUWLRQ� RI� WKH�
%DVNHWEDOO� 6NLOOV� -DPERUHH� ZDV�
dedicated to education on physi-
cal and mental health. It includ-
ed a Healthy Habit Station that 
provided education on healthy 
snacks and served as an opportu-
QLW\� IRU� DWKOHWHV� WR� HQMR\�D� VKRUW�
break after each competition. 
Following the presentation of 
the MyPlate nutrition guide pub-
lished by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture for nutrition policy 
and promotion, athletes were 
given the option to choose from 

a variety of healthy snacks, such 
DV� VWULQJ� FKHHVH�� %HOYLWD�� IUXLW�
SRXFKHV��DQG�9HJJLH�6WUDZV��

Mr. Derrick Ford, Coordina-
tor of Sports and Local Programs 
at Special Olympics Connecticut, 
outlined the success of this cam-
paign: “The program is designed 
to improve each athlete’s ability 
to train and compete by provid-
ing resources to advance their 
overall quality of health and re-
inforce the importance of devel-
oping a healthy lifestyle.”

In addition, the Healthy Ath-
letes program provided health 
screenings, education, and pre-

ventative care to athletes in eight 
categories, including dental, vi-
sion, and mental health. Mr. Ford 
said, “Through Healthy Athletes, 
Special Olympics, Inc. has become 
the largest public health organiza-
tion dedicated to serving people 
with intellectual disabilities.”

Mr. Ford served as the plan-
QHU� DQG� GLUHFWRU� RI� WKH� %DVNHWEDOO�
Skills Jamboree. He explained that 
the event “consisted of a traditional 
>EXW@�PRGL¿HG�IRXO�VKRW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
warming athletes up, a traditional 
>EXW@�PRGL¿HG�WKUHH�SRLQW�VKRRWLQJ�
competition increasing their move-
ment and level of competition, and 

¿QDOO\�D�PRGL¿HG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�1%$�
All-Stars competition, which pushed 
athletes to their highest potential.”

Mr. Ford also stressed the 
Covid-19 protocols in place at 
the event. Participants were re-
quired to wear masks regardless 
of vaccination status, and any-
one that was not vaccinated had 
to be screened, which included 
answering four standard ques-
tions and submitting to a tem-
perature check. Likewise, so-
cial distancing was maintained 
throughout the event, with the 
¿QDO� DZDUGV� FHUHPRQ\� PRGL-
¿HG�VR�WKDW�DWKOHWHV�ZHUH�KDQG-

ed their medal or ribbon rather 
than having it placed around 
their neck. The Jamboree had 
awards ceremonies that took 
place after each event to recog-
nize the “hard work and skills 
that each athlete had accom-
plished,” said Mr. Ford.

9ROXQWHHUV� DW� WKH� %DVNHWEDOO�
Jamboree event were titled “Class 
A volunteers.” They were present 
in the form of coaches, local coor-
GLQDWRUV��FKDSHURQHV��DQG�XQL¿HG�
partners — those not living with 
a disability that train and com-
pete as teammates with Special 
Olympics athletes. These volun-
teers worked with athletes for up 
to eight weeks before the event to 
practice their sport. Many volun-
teers came on the day of the Jam-
boree to serve as scorekeepers, 
check-in helpers, and food serv-
ers. Notably, many volunteers 
ZHUH�PHGLFDO� VWD̆�ZKR�KDG� DOVR�
served on the event’s planning 
committee.“They have made a 
deeper commitment to our ath-
letes and in some cases have vol-
unteered for years or decades. We 
couldn’t run the event without 
any of them” Mr. Ford said. The 
contests of the Jamboree proved 
to be nail-biting, with the gymna-
sium erupting in cheers through-
out. Pleased by the motivation 
and encouragement shared be-
tween all athletes, Mr. Ford said, 
“The camaraderie and bonds the 
athletes made with each other, as 
well as volunteers throughout this 
event, was truly a pleasure to be a 
part of.”

Walling ford Holiday Stroll Recommences

Sabrina Wang may be reached 
at swang23@choate.eduSanta Claus fields a request at the Wallingford Holiday Stroll.

Photo courtesy of My Record Journal
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Athletes compete at the Quinnipiac University Basketball Skills Jamboree.
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IS TAKING A SI X TH CL ASS WORTH THE STR ESS?

There is a reason that Cho-
ate allows new students 
WR� WDNH� RQO\� ¿YH� FODVVHV��

$W� VXFK� DQ� DFDGHPLFDOO\� ULJRU-
RXV� VFKRRO�� WDNLQJ� ¿YH� VXEMHFWV�
LV�DOUHDG\�D�KHDY\�ZRUNORDG��2Q�
WRS� RI� WKDW�� VWXGHQWV� MRLQ� VSRUWV�
WHDPV�� FOXEV�� HQVHPEOHV�� DQG�
RWKHU�H[WUDFXUULFXODUV�DV�WKH\�EH-
FRPH� DFFOLPDWHG� WR� WKH� VFKRRO¶V�

GHPDQGV��2IWHQ�� WKHVH�GHPDQGV�
DQG� WKH� SUHVVXUHV� RI� DWWHQGLQJ�
D� VFKRRO� OLNH� &KRDWH� FDXVH� VWX-
GHQWV�WR�WDNH�XS�D�VL[WK�FODVV�

7KLV�DFDGHPLF�ULJRU� LV�XELT-
XLWRXV� RQ� FDPSXV�� &KRDWH� VWX-
GHQWV� IHHO� D� FRQVWDQW� SUHVVXUH�
WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�
FDQ��7KLV�FXOWXUH�SURPRWHV�FRP-
PXQLW\� HQJDJHPHQW� DQG� LQWHO-
OHFWXDO�FXULRVLW\��EXW�WKHUH�LV�QR�
GHQ\LQJ�WKDW�LW�FRPHV�DW�D�KHIW\�
FRVW��VWXGHQWV�DUH�RYHUZRUNHG�

'XULQJ�P\�ILUVW�WHUP�DW�&KR-
DWH�� ,� WRRN� ILYH� FRXUVHV�� SOD\HG�
-9� )LHOG� +RFNH\�� DQG� MRLQHG�
VHYHUDO� FOXEV�� $OWKRXJK� WKLV�
ZDV� D� GHFHQW� VWDUW� IRU� D� QHZ�
VWXGHQW�� ,� QHYHU� IHOW� OLNH� ,� ZDV�
GRLQJ�HQRXJK��,QVWHDG�RI�IRFXV-
LQJ�RQ�WKH�VPDOO�DFKLHYHPHQWV�,�
KDG�PDGH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�WHUP��
,�ZDV�FRQVWDQWO\�SUHVVXULQJ�P\-
VHOI� WR� VLJQ� XS� IRU�PRUH�� ,�ZDV�
DOZD\V� DVNLQJ� XSSHUFODVVPHQ�
DERXW� HOHFWLYHV� RU� FOXEV� WKDW�
WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ� P\VHOI�� ,W� ZDV� D�
PL[WXUH� RI� LQWHUHVW� DQG� H[FLWH-
PHQW��EXW� ,� DOVR� IHOW� DQ�REOLJD-
WLRQ� WR� PHHW� &KRDWH¶V� HYHU�DF-
FHOHUDWLQJ�VWDQGDUG�RI�ULJRU�

:KLOH� ,� GRQ¶W� WKLQN� &KRDWH�
LQWHQWLRQDOO\� HQFRXUDJHV� VWX-
GHQWV� WR� RYHUZRUN� WKHPVHOYHV��
students nonetheless sense an 
unspoken standard of what 
LV� ³GRLQJ� HQRXJK´� ²� WKDW� LV�� D�
VWDQGDUG� LPSRVVLEOH� WR� PHHW��
$QG�VR��GHVSLWH�WKH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
WLPH�FRPPLWPHQW�RI� WDNLQJ� VL[�
FODVVHV��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VWXGHQWV�
VWLOO�UHJLVWHU��ZKHWKHU�WR�H[SORUH�
VRPHWKLQJ� QHZ�� GHHSHQ� WKHLU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� D� VXEMHFW�� RU��
\HV��ERRVW�WKHLU�WUDQVFULSW�

2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� VRPH-
WLPHV� VWXGHQWV� KDYH� QR� FKRLFH�

EXW� WR� WDNH� VL[� FODVVHV�� &KRDWH�
KDV�VHHPLQJO\�HQGOHVV�FUHGLW�UH-
TXLUHPHQWV��DQG� WR� IXOILOO� WKHP�
VWXGHQWV�FDQ�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�DGG�
DGGLWLRQDO�FRXUVHV��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��
WKH� ULJRU� WKDW� VWXGHQWV� IHHO� DS-
SHDUV� ZULWWHQ� LQWR� WKH� FXUULFX-
OXP� DW� &KRDWH�� SHUPHDWLQJ� WKH�
DFDGHPLF� FXOWXUH� ZLWK� VWUHVV�
DQG�FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV�

:KLOH� WDNLQJ�VL[�FODVVHV�DO-
lows students to take full ad-
YDQWDJH� RI� &KRDWH¶V� WKRURXJK�
DQG� H[SDQVLYH� FRXUVH� FDWD-
ORJXH�� WKH� OLIHVW\OH� WKDW� WDNLQJ�
D� VL[WK� FRXUVH� UHVXOWV� LQ� ²� RI�
SXOOLQJ� DOO�QLJKWHUV� IRU� KRPH-
ZRUN�RU�GULQNLQJ�ZD\�WRR�PXFK�
FRIIHH� DQG� VWLOO� QRGGLQJ� RII� LQ�
FODVV�²�LV�QRW�VXVWDLQDEOH��7KH�
VWUXJJOH�EHKLQG�D�����*3$�FDQ�
HDVLO\� JR� XQDFNQRZOHGJHG��
ZKLOH� HQUROOPHQW� LQ� WRXJK�
FRXUVHV� DQG� JORZLQJ� WHUP� UH-
SRUWV� DUH� IODXQWHG�� 6R�� QH[W�
WLPH��EHIRUH�\RX�GHFLGH�WR�VLJQ�
XS� IRU� WKDW� VL[WK� FODVV�� WKLQN�
DERXW� ZKHWKHU� RU� QRW� \RX¶UH�
VDFULILFLQJ� \RXU�PHQWDO� KHDOWK�
WR� UHDFK� DQ� XQDWWDLQDEOH� H[-
SHFWDWLRQ�RI�&KRDWH�ULJRU�

Anissa Wang is a fourth-former 
from New York. She may be reached 

at awang24@choate.edu

WKHQ� FDUHIXOO\� FRQVLG-
HULQJ� DOO� WKH� RSWLRQV�
,� KDG� IRU� KLJK� VFKRRO�

EDFN�LQ�HLJKWK�JUDGH��,�PDGH�DQ�H[-
WHQVLYH� SURV�DQG�FRQV� OLVW� RI� HDFK�
VFKRRO�DQG�LWV�DFDGHPLF�SURJUDPV��
,Q� UHWURVSHFW�� DSSO\LQJ� WR� SULYDWH�
ERDUGLQJ� VFKRROV� ZDV� D� FKRLFH� RI�
LPPHQVH� SULYLOHJH� WKDW� ,� GLG� QRW�
UHFRJQL]H�DW� WKH� WLPH��2Q� WKH�RQH�
KDQG��P\�ORFDO�SXEOLF�KLJK�VFKRRO��
ZKLFK�LV�DFDGHPLFDOO\�ULJRURXV�DQG�
SURYLGHV�PDQ\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�LWV�
VWXGHQWV�� ZRXOG� KDYH� JLYHQ�PH� D�
YDULHW\�RI�WRROV�WR�VXFFHHG�

+RZHYHU��,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH�UH-
VRXUFHV�SURYLGHG�E\�P\�ORFDO�KLJK�
VFKRRO� DQG� &KRDWH� ZHUH� IDU� IURP�
HYHQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�
RI�FROOHJH�FRXQVHOLQJ��+DG�,�DWWHQG-
HG�P\�ORFDO�KLJK�VFKRRO��,�ZRXOG¶YH�
KDG�����SHHUV�LQ�P\�JUDGH��ZKLFK�
PHDQW�WKDW�HDFK�RI�WKH�VL[�JXLGDQFH�
FRXQVHORUV� ZRXOG� KDYH� WR� MXJJOH�
VRPH�����VWXGHQWV�DFURVV�DOO�IRXU�
JUDGHV��,�KDYH�WR�DGPLW�WKDW�WKLV�LV�
RQH�DVSHFW�RI�&KRDWH�WKDW�DWWUDFWHG�
PH�DV�DQ�DSSOLFDQW��(YHU\�VWXGHQW�
ZRXOG� KDYH� WKHLU� RZQ� FRXQVHORU�
who would only deal with a hand-
IXO�RI�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�

2I� FRXUVH�� &KRDWH� R̆HUV� D�
PLOOLRQ� RWKHU� DGYDQWDJHV�� 7DN-
LQJ� D� JODQFH� DW� &KRDWH¶V� �����
�����FRXUVH�FDWDORJ��WKH�QXPEHU�
RI� FROOHJH�OHYHO� FODVVHV�� EH\RQG�
WKH�W\SLFDO�DGYDQFHG�FODVVHV�RQH�

PLJKW� ¿QG� DW� RWKHU� VFKRROV�� LV�
DVWRXQGLQJ�� &KRDWH� R̆HUV� ,QRU-
JDQLF�&KHPLVWU\��0RQHWDU\�7KH-
RU\��DQG�&RJQLWLYH�1HXURVFLHQFH��
DPRQJ� RWKHU� KLJK�OHYHO� FRXUVHV��
:H� DUH� JLYHQ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR�
SOD\�RQ�YDUVLW\�OHYHO�WHDPV��VWDUW�
QHZ�FOXEV��ZULWH�IRU�SXEOLFDWLRQV��
KROG� VLJQL¿FDQW� OHDGHUVKLS� SRVL-
WLRQV�� DQG� WU\� DFWLYLWLHV� PRVW� RI�
XV� ZRXOGQ¶W� KDYH� WKH� RSWLRQ� WR�
WU\�HOVHZKHUH��

+RZHYHU�� DV� VHQLRUV� EHJLQ� WR�
UHFHLYH� WKHLU� FROOHJH� GHFLVLRQV��
DQG� MXQLRUV� DUH� WDNLQJ� WKH� ¿UVW�
VWHSV�LQ�WKHLU�DGPLVVLRQV�SURFHVV��
WHQVLRQV�DUH�XQGHUVWDQGDEO\�KLJK��
+LJKO\� UDQNHG� FROOHJHV� WKDW� DO-
UHDG\�KDYH� H[WUHPHO\� ORZ�DFFHS-
WDQFH� UDWHV� GZLQGOLQJ� HDFK� \HDU�
DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�DFFHSW�RQO\�VR�PDQ\�
&KRDWH� VWXGHQWV�� ,W� FDQ� IHHO� OLNH�
FROOHJH�GHFLVLRQV�FRPH�GRZQ�WR�D�
FRLQ�WRVV��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�&KRDWH�
VWXGHQWV� DUH� DOUHDG\� LPPHQVHO\�
TXDOL¿HG�� VR� WKH� GHFLVLRQV� OLH� LQ�
ZKDW�W\SH�RI�SHUVRQ�HDFK�FROOHJH�LV�
VHHNLQJ��:KLOH�WKLV�SURFHVV�LV�FRQ-
VXPLQJ�DQG�VWUHVVIXO�IRU�DQ\�KLJK�
VFKRRO�VHQLRU��LWV�WHQVLRQV�DUH�SDU-
WLFXODUO\� KLJK� KHUH� ²� 1DYLDQFH��
&ROOHJH�&RQ¿GHQWLDO�WKUHDGV��DQG�
DFFHSWDQFH�WKUHDGV�DUH�LQYDULDEO\�
RSHQ�RQ�VHQLRU�ODSWRSV��

7KLV� FRQFHUQ� LV� XQGHUVWDQG-
DEOH��\HW�WKHVH�GD\V�,�DP�WU\LQJ�WR�
NHHS� P\� SHUVSHFWLYH�� 7KH� UHDOLW\�
is that all of us are awfully fortu-
QDWH� WR� KDYH� DFFHVV� WR� &KRDWH¶V�
UHVRXUFHV��DQG�PDQ\�RI�XV��P\VHOI�

LQFOXGHG��ZRXOGQ¶W�KDYH�EHHQ�GHDOW�
WKH�VDPH�FDUGV�LI�ZH�KDG�VWD\HG�DW�
D� SXEOLF� VFKRRO�� &KRDWH� VWXGHQWV�
KDYH�D�FOHDU�DGYDQWDJH�LQ�WKH�FRO-
OHJH�SURFHVV��D�IDFW�VRPHWLPHV�IRU-
JRWWHQ�LQ�WKH�HYHU\GD\�UXVK�

&KRDWH¶V� FROOHJH� PDWULFXODWLRQ�
UDWH� DQG� KLJK� FROOHJH� SODFHPHQW�
year after year should allow us to 
DFNQRZOHGJH� WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�ZH�
JDLQ�DW�&KRDWH�DQG�KRZ�WKDW�SOD\V�
LQWR�WKH�FROOHJH�DGPLVVLRQV�SURFHVV��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� College Transitions��
&KRDWH� KDV� KDG� ��� VWXGHQWV� PD-
WULFXODWH�DW�<DOH�DQG����DW�&ROXPELD�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�SDVW�¿YH�\HDUV��&KRDWH�LV�
DOVR�FDOOHG�D�³SUHS�VFKRRO´�IRU�D�UHD-
VRQ�²�VHQLRUV�OHDYH�ZLWK�D�JUHDWHU�
VHQVH�RI�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�DQ�DELOL-
W\�WR�VXSSRUW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�DOO�W\SHV�
RI�FROOHJH�VLWXDWLRQV��DOORZLQJ�WKHP�
WR�¿QG�VXFFHVV�EH\RQG�KLJK�VFKRRO��

,�VRPHWLPHV�WKLQN�RI�WKH�¿YH�\HDUV�
,� VSHQW� OLYLQJ� LQ�&RORPELD��ZKHUH�
PRVW�VWXGHQWV�DUHQ¶W�HYHQ�DZDUH�RI�
ERDUGLQJ�VFKRROV��OHW�DORQH�WKH�UH-
VRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH�
WR�DWWHQG�RQH�

,� KRSH� WKDW� ,� DQG� P\� IHOORZ�
VWXGHQWV� ZLOO� UHPDLQ� FRQVFLRXV�
of the tensions and stress that the 
VHQLRU�FODVV�PD\�EH�IHHOLQJ��HVSH-
FLDOO\� EHFDXVH� HDFK� SHUVRQ� GHDOV�
ZLWK� WKH� SURFHVV� GL̆HUHQWO\�� $W�
WKH�VDPH�WLPH��,�KRSH�WKDW�ZH�UH-
PHPEHU�KRZ�OXFN\�ZH�DUH�WR�KDYH�
WKH� SULYLOHJH� WR� EH� JLYHQ� DGYLFH�
DQG� JXLGDQFH� WKURXJKRXW� WKLV�
SURFHVV��DQG�KRZ�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�
GUHDP�RI�EHLQJ�LQ�RXU�VKRHV�
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Keep Perspective on College Admissions
By Sofia Muñoz ’23

Opinions Writer

,W¶V� EHHQ� QHDUO\� WZR� \HDUV�
VLQFH� WKH� RQVHW� RI� WKH�
&RYLG����SDQGHPLF��DQG�LI�

WKHUH¶V�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDW¶V�SURYHG�
WR�EH�GLIILFXOW�IRU�D�ORW�RI�$PHU-
LFDQV� LW¶V�ZHDULQJ� WKHLU�PDVNV��
$OWKRXJK� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� WKH�
&KRDWH�SRSXODWLRQ�LV�IXOO\�YDF-
FLQDWHG�� ��� SRVLWLYH� FDVHV� RI�
&RYLG���� KDYH� EHHQ� UHSRUWHG�
LQ� WKH�ZHHNV� VLQFH�ZH¶YH�FRPH�
EDFN�IURP�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�EUHDN��
,Q� WKH� IDFH� RI� D� KLJKO\� LQIHF-
WLRXV� DQG� FRQWDJLRXV� YLUXV�� LW�
LV� FUXFLDO� WR� WDNH� SUHFDXWLRQV�
WR� FRQWURO�ZKDW�ZH� FDQ��ZDVK-
LQJ� KDQGV�� VRFLDO� GLVWDQFLQJ��
DQG�� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�� ZHDULQJ�
PDVNV�SURSHUO\�

:H� DUH� VR� XVHG� WR� ZHDULQJ�
PDVNV�WKDW�LW�KDV�EHFRPH�VHFRQG�
QDWXUH�IRU�PDQ\��%XW�ZH¶YH�VHHQ�
WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�D�FUHHSLQJ�LQGL̆HU-
HQFH�DFURVV�FDPSXV��ZLWK�PDVNV�
VOLSSLQJ� XQGHU� WKH� QRVHV� �RU�
HYHQ� XQGHU� WKH� FKLQV�� RI� PDQ\�
VWXGHQWV� DV� WKH\� ZDON� WKURXJK�
WKH�6$&�RU�VLW�LQ�FODVVURRPV��%XW�
SURSHU�PDVN�ZHDULQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�
LQ� WKH� IDFH� RI� WKH� QHZ�2PLFURQ�

YDULDQW�� VKRXOG� EH� DQ\WKLQJ� EXW�
FDVXDO�� 7KDW� LV� WR� VD\�� PDVNV�
VKRXOG�¿W�VHFXUHO\�RYHU�WKH�QRVH��
RYHU� WKH� PRXWK�� DQG� WLJKWO\�
DURXQG�WKH�IDFH�

0DQ\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&KRDWH�
FRPPXQLW\�DUH�IRUWXQDWH�HQRXJK�
WR� EH� DEOH�ERGLHG� DQG� KHDOWK\��

+RZHYHU�� EHFDXVH� RI� D� ODFN� RI�
SURSHU� PDVN�ZHDULQJ�� ZH� DUH�
QRW�RQO\�SXWWLQJ�YXOQHUDEOH�FRP-
PXQLW\�PHPEHUV� LQ�GDQJHU�� EXW�
DOVR� WKHLU� URRPPDWHV�� IDPLOLHV��
QHLJKERUV��DQG�IULHQGV��(VSHFLDO-
O\�DV�D�ERDUGLQJ�VFKRRO�ZLWK�D�VLJ-
QL¿FDQW� GD\� VWXGHQW� SRSXODWLRQ��

LW¶V� LPSRUWDQW� WR� UHFRJQL]H� WKDW�
QRW� ZHDULQJ� \RXU� PDVN� FRXOG�
OHDG�WR�DQ�LQIHFWLRQ�VSUHDGLQJ�WR�
DQG�IURP�FRPPXQLWLHV�RXWVLGH�RI�
WKH�&KRDWH�FDPSXV�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�New York 
Times�� IRU� HYHU\� ���� SHR-
SOH� ZKR� ZHDU� D� PDVN� LQ� SXE-
OLF� VSDFHV�� RQH� GHDWK� IURP�
&RYLG���� LV� SUHYHQWHG�� %XW� IRU�
WKLV� WR� KDSSHQ�� ���� SHRSOH�
QHHG� WR� HTXDOO\� FRQWULEXWH� WR�
ZHDULQJ�WKHLU�PDVNV�DQG�ZHDU-
LQJ� WKHP� FRUUHFWO\�� ,� EHOLHYH�
WKDW� ZH�� DV� D� FRPPXQLW\�� FDQ�
GR�VXFK�D�VLPSOH��DOWUXLVWLF�WDVN�
E\�ORRNLQJ�SDVW�RXU�RZQ�PLQRU�
LQFRQYHQLHQFHV� IRU� WKH� JUHDWHU�
JRRG�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�

$V�VWDWHG�LQ�&KRDWH¶V�6WDWH-
PHQW� RI� &KDUDFWHU�� ³WKH� SHU-
VRQDO� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� PRUDO�
VHQVLELOLW\� ���� >LV@� DQ� LQWHJUDO�
SDUW�RI�ZKR�D�SHUVRQ�LV�´�3URS-
HU� PDVN�ZHDULQJ� LV� D� VHOIOHVV�
JHVWXUH� ²� RQH� WKDW¶V� IUXVWUDW-
LQJ�DW�WLPHV��EXW�RQH�WKDW�ZH�DOO�
PXVW� GR� WR� SURWHFW� RXU� SHHUV��
WHDFKHUV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�

C’mon, People, Wear Your Masks Properly!
By Eva Swanson ’25

Opinions Writer

Eva Swanson is a third-former 
from New Haven, Conn. She may be 
reached at eswanson25@choate.

3HHN�LQVLGH�DQ\�FODVVURRP�
RQ� FDPSXV�� DQG� \RX¶OO�
QRWLFH� HYHU\RQH� VWDULQJ�

DW� WKHLU� VFUHHQV�� HLWKHU� DJJUHV-
VLYHO\� VFULEEOLQJ� RQ� L3DGV� RU�
W\SLQJ� DZD\� DW� WKHLU� FRPSXWHU��
&KRDWH¶V� XVH� RI� WHFKQRORJ\� ²�
VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�6FKRRO¶V�RQH�WR�
RQH�L3DG�SURJUDP�²�LV�WRXWHG�LQ�
QHDUO\�HYHU\�SURPRWLRQ��0RGHUQ�
WHFKQRORJ\� KDV� UHSODFHG� SDSHU�
LQ�DOPRVW�HYHU\�SDUW�RI�WKH�FODVV-
URRP��WHDFKHUV�DVVLJQ�DOPRVW�DOO�
RI�WKHLU�FODVV�DVVLJQPHQWV�XVLQJ�
SODWIRUPV� OLNH� &DQYDV� RU� *RR-
JOH� &ODVVURRP� DQG� PDQ\� KDYH�
HYHQ� VKLIWHG� WR� JLYLQJ� RQOLQH�
DVVHVVPHQWV��3DSHU�KDV�EHFRPH�
D� WKLQJ� RI� WKH� SDVW� ²� VR� PXFK�
VR� WKDW� ,¶YH� IRXQG�
P\VHOI� WU\LQJ� WR�
GR�1RWDELOLW\�IXQF-
WLRQV�RQ�SDSHU�

7KHUH� DUH� FHU-
WDLQO\� JUHDW� WKLQJV�
DERXW� WKLV� FKDQJH��
With the use of 
WHFKQRORJ\�� &KR-
DWH� FDQ� EHWWHU� IXO-
¿OO� LWV� PLVVLRQ� RI�
EHFRPLQJ� D� PRUH�
HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�
IULHQGO\� VFKRRO� UH-
GXFLQJ� SDSHU� XVH��
7HFKQRORJ\� DOVR�
VHUYHV� WR� PDNH�
FODVVZRUN� DQG�
KRPHZRUN� PRUH�
ḢFLHQW�� 7HVWV�
FDQ� EH� GLVWULEXWHG�
PRUH� HDVLO\�� DQG�
WHVW�WDNLQJ� FDQ� EH�
PRQLWRUHG� GLJLWDO-
O\�� 'LJLWDO� GUDZLQJ�
software allows 
XV� WR� WDNH� PRUH�
UREXVW� DQG� FRP-
SUHKHQVLYH� QRWHV��
&RPPXQLFDWLRQ� SODWIRUPV� DO-
ORZ�IDFXOW\�DQG�VWXGHQWV�WR�VHQG�
PHVVDJHV� ZLWK� HDVH�� 7KH� EHQH-
¿WV�DUH�HQGOHVV�

%XW� WKLV� WHFKQRORJLFDO� VKLIW�
LVQ¶W� ZLWKRXW� FRQFHUQ�� 7KH�PDLQ�
LVVXH�LV�WKH�RYHUXVH�RI�VFUHHQV�DQG�
WKH� LPSDFW� LW� KDV� RQ� RXU� EUDLQV�
DQG� ERGLHV�� 0RVW� VWXGHQWV� DQG�
WHDFKHUV� VSHQG� KRXUV� ORRNLQJ� DW�
VFUHHQV� GDLO\�� ,¶YH� UHFHQWO\� EHHQ�
FKHFNLQJ� P\� GDLO\� VFUHHQ� WLPH�
DFURVV� DOO� RI� P\� GHYLFHV�� DQG� LW�
IUHTXHQWO\� H[FHHGHG� ��� KRXUV� ²�
DERXW� WZR�WKLUGV�RI� WKH� WLPH� ,¶P�
DZDNH��7KLV�QXPEHU� LV� UHODWLYHO\�
FRQVLVWHQW�DPRQJ�P\�SHHUV��

7KH� XVH� RI� WHFKQRORJ\� LQ�
FODVVURRPV��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�WHHQ-
DJHUV¶� DOUHDG\� KHLJKWHQHG� XVH�
RI� VFUHHQV� IRU� VRFLDO� PHGLD��
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�� DQG� JDPHV��
IRUFHV�VWXGHQWV¶�VFUHHQ�WLPHV�WR�
H[FHHG� WKH�KHDOWK\�DPRXQW� IRU�
VRPHRQH�RI�WKHLU�DJH��QR�PRUH�

than two hours daily says the 
$PHULFDQ� $FDGHP\� RI� 3HGLDW-
ULFV�� $QG� ZKLOH� \RXU� SDUHQWV�
PD\�WHOO�\RX�WR�VWRS�XVLQJ�\RXU�
SKRQH� IRU� WKH� VDNH� RI� \RXU� YL-
VLRQ��LQ�UHDOLW\��WKH�GHWULPHQWDO�
HIIHFWV�FDQ�EH�PXFK�ZRUVH��$Q�
RQJRLQJ� VWXG\�RI� WKRXVDQGV�RI�
FKLOGUHQ� DQG� WHHQDJHUV� E\� WKH�
1DWLRQDO� ,QVWLWXWHV� RI� +HDOWK�
�1,+��IRXQG�WKDW�KHDY\�VFUHHQ�
WLPH�FDQ�KDYH�D�KDUPIXO�LPSDFW�
RQ� D� NLG¶V� HPRWLRQDO�� SV\FKR-
ORJLFDO��DQG�FRJQLWLYH�GHYHORS-
PHQW�� 6XUH�� LW� GHSHQGV� ZKDW��
SUHFLVHO\�� WKH� XVHU� LV� GRLQJ��
EXW�� XOWLPDWHO\�� WKLV� NLQG� RI�
H[FHVVLYH�XVH�RI�VFUHHQV�KDUPV�
VWXGHQWV¶�EUDLQV�

:KDW� PDNHV� WKLV� SUREOHP�
HYHQ� ZRUVH� LV� WKDW� VWXGHQWV�
WHQG� WR� XVH� WKHLU� GHYLFHV� ODWH�

LQWR� WKH� QLJKW�� RI-
WHQ� WXUQLQJ� WKHP�
RII� MXVW� PLQXWHV�
EHIRUH� WKH\� JR� WR�
EHG�� $� ����� 6OHHS�
Health Founda-
tion report found 
WKDW� WKH� EULJKW�
OLJKW� IURP� VFUHHQV�
LQKLELWV� WKH� SUR-
GXFWLRQ� RI� PHOD-
WRQLQ�� WKH� FKHP-
LFDO� LQ� \RXU� EUDLQ�
WKDW� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH�
IRU� JHWWLQJ� \RX� WR�
IDOO� DVOHHS�� 1RW� WR�
PHQWLRQ�� QRWLIL-
FDWLRQV� DQG� RWKHU�
GLVWUDFWLRQV� HPLW-
WHG� IURP� VWXGHQWV¶�
GHYLFHV� HQFRXUDJH�
SURFUDV W LQD W LRQ�
DQG� SURORQJ� WKH�
OHQJWK� RI� WLPH� LW�
WDNHV� WR� JHW� DV-
VLJQPHQWV� GRQH��
7KLV� PHDQV� WKDW�
VWXGHQWV�� ZKR� DO-
UHDG\� VWUXJJOH� WR�

JHW� VXIILFLHQW� VOHHS�� QRZ� KDYH�
DQRWKHU� REVWDFOH� WR� JHWWLQJ� D�
JRRG�QLJKW¶V�UHVW�

%XW�� EDQQLQJ� DOO� VFUHHQV�
RQ� WKH� 6FKRRO¶V� FDPSXV� DQG�
DVVXPLQJ� WKH� WZR�KRXU� OLPLW�
LV� LPSRVVLEOH� ZLWK� WHFKQRORJ\�
VR� KHDYLO\� LQWHJUDWHG� LQWR� RXU�
OLYHV��:KDW�ZRXOG�EH�EHQHILFLDO�
LV�IRU�WHDFKHUV�WR�RIIHU�ZRUN�WKDW�
FDQ� EH� GRQH�ZLWKRXW� WHFKQROR-
J\��7KLV�FRXOG�PHDQ�DVVLJQLQJ�D�
PDWK� SUREOHP� VHW� WKDW� LV� GRQH�
RQ� SDSHU� LQVWHDG� RI� 1RWDELOLW\�
RU� DQ� (QJOLVK� HVVD\� ZULWWHQ� E\�
KDQG� LQVWHDG� RI� W\SHG�� 7KHVH�
PRGLILFDWLRQV� ZRXOG� JR� D� ORQJ�
ZD\� LQ� LPSURYLQJ� VWXGHQWV¶�
PHQWDO�DQG�SK\VLFDO�KHDOWK��DO-
ORZLQJ�D�EHWWHU�DQG�EULJKWHU�IX-
WXUH�IRU�DOO�RI�&KRDWH�

By Michael Korvyakov ’23
Associate Editor

Michael Korvyakov is a fi!h-former 
from Pelham, NY. He may be reached 

at mkorvyakov23@choate.edu

By Anissa Wang ’24
Opinions Writer

Sofia Muñoz is a fi!h-former from 
Bogotá, Colombia. She may be 

reached at smunoz23@choate.edu

Paper has 
become a thing 

of the past — 
so much so 

that I've found 
myself 

trying to do 
Notability 
functions 
on paper. 
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Covid-19 is not the only 
pandemic that Latin 
America is facing. Latin 

America’s nutrition crisis has 
grown increasingly worse over 
the past year, and unfortunate-
ly, Covid has not helped the 
situation. In just the past year, 
the number of people without 
access to adequate food has 
reached 59.7 million people 
across Latin American coun-
tries. The first step to aiding 
this situation is raising aware-
ness. Other countries should 
know the struggle that Latin 
America is currently facing and 
proactively work to provide aid 
to help support both the people 
and the government. 

Hunger has been a preva-
lent issue since 2014, and the 
number of people who are liv-
ing with hunger in Latin Amer-
ican countries rose by 30% or 
13.8 million people. By  2020, 
the population who had ran 
out of food or had to go a day 
or more without eating had 
reached 14% or 92.8 million 
people. Covid has caused many 
people lose their jobs, making 
it very difficult for people to 
buy food. Poverty frequently 
stems from widespread food 
insecurity, namely the limited 
access to healthy foods. 

However, for many families, 
the issue is a of lack of resourc-
es, but rather their inaccessi-
ble costs. Latin America is the 
leading exporter of many foods, 
such as agriculture and fish. 
The inflation brought about 
by the Covid-19 pandemic has 
increased the costs of these 
goods — leading many fami-
lies without a reliable source 

of sustenance. Furthermore, 
women were much more likely 
than men to experience food 
insecurity. Almost 41.8% wom-
en in Latin America experience 
issues with food insecurity as 
opposed to 32.2% of men. 

On the other end of food 
instability, many people are 
experiencing limited access 
to nutritious, healthy foods. 
Without having access to these 
nutrients, there are issues with 
health because of the lack of 
nutrition. “We continue losing 
the battle against all forms of 
malnutrition, and we are far 
from being able to guaran-
tee healthy nutrition for the 
whole population,” said Dr. 
Carissa F. Etienne, Director of 
Pan-American Health Organi-
zation. Almost 1 in 3 people in 
Latin America are continually 
forced to not only reduce the 
amount of food they ate, but 
also the quality of the food. In 
order to find a solution to this 
widespread issue of hunger, 
there must be more accessible 
and healthy foods. 

The UN is urging countries 
to change their agri-food sys-
tems to make them more acces-
sible and sustainable in order 
to provide nutritious, healthy, 
and affordable foods for every-
one. In order to solve the food 
crisis in Latin America, other 
countries should help by pro-
voiding necessary aid through 
raise awareness and providing 
useful resources. 

Raising awareness will help 
prevent this situation in the 
future while bringing interna-
tional coverage to an issue that 
has been burgeoning for years. 
Another way to prevent this is-
sue in the future is by making 
healthy foods more accessible. 

It is unfair for only non-nutri-
tious foods to be affordable for 
families. Everyone should have 
a right to food that is beneficial 
to them. 

Other countries have a duty 
to help out Latin America in their 
time of need. Since many other 
countries have stability in their 
food, allowing them to aid Latin 
$PHULFD�ZKLFK�LV�VX̆HULQJ�IURP�
this issue. It is unfair for coun-
tries, like the United States, to 
allow Latin America to face such 
extreme hunger while they have 
the resources to help. Countries 
can help by pooling resources 
and setting up systems to pro-
YLGH�KHDOWK\�EXW�D̆RUGDEOH� IRRG�
in Latin America. Hunger-Free 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
Initiative “is a commitment from 
the countries and organizations 
of the region, supported by the 
Food and Agricultural Organi-
zation from the United Nations 
(FAO), to contribute to create 
the conditions that will allow 
eradicating hunger permanently 
by 2025.” Initiatives like this will 
help to mitigate the hunger crisis 
in Latin America. 

To protect people and make 
sure that families and chil-
dren are not going hungry, it 
is essential for industrialized 
countries to help out. Making 
it known that this is an issue 
opens doors for countries to 
provide aid.

If countries work together 
and further initiatives like the 
aforementioned, great prog-
ress could be made to end hun-
ger in Latin America and make 
sure that not only do people 
have food on their plates. 

In the far west corner of Chi-
na lies the territory of Xinji-
ang, which is three times the 

size of France and covers a vast 
expanse of deserts, mountains, 
and grasslands. This territory, 
home to more than one million 
Uighur Muslims, has been the 
center of numerous major hu-
man rights controversies.

Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang 
have been detained in “re-educa-
tion” camps and are subject to in-
doctrination, torture, and forced 
labor by the Chinese government. 
*RYHUQPHQW�ṘFLDOV�KDYH�GHIHQG-
ed the camps’ policies, claiming 
that, by isolating the Uighurs, they 
are managing ethnic tensions, 
¿JKWLQJ� WHUURULVP�� DQG� UHGXFLQJ�
poverty. Yet, there is irrefutable ev-
idence that the Uighur crackdown’s 
stated goal of protection is nothing 
more than a xenophobic facade. 
The Chinese government’s actions 
are a clear violation of human 
rights, and governments across the 
world should take a harder stance 
in opposition to the issue. 

 The Uighurs are a Turkic eth-
nic group originally from Central 
and East Asia who speak their 
own developed languages. In 
1949, Uighurs made up rough-
ly 76% of Xinjiang's population, 
while Han Chinese made up 6%. 
By 2018, 40% of the population 
was Han Chinese and 51% were 
Uighur Muslims. The Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) set up 
the Xinjiang Uighur autonomous 
region in 1955, following a Soviet 
model that provided minorities 
DXWRQRP\�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�D̆DLUV��

After the events of 9/11, the 
Chinese government defended 
the maintenance of the region 
and other Xinjiang policies by 
accrediting them to counterter-
URULVP� H̆RUWV�� 7KH� JRYHUQPHQW�

claimed that Xinjiang was vul-
QHUDEOH� WR� IRUHLJQ�LQÀXHQFHG�
separatist movements that  could 
undermine national security. 
There were sporadic clashes be-
tween Uighur rights movements 
and the local police in the 1990s 
DQG�HDUO\�����V��,Q�������D�¿JKW�
between Han and Uighur factory 
workers in the Guangdong Prov-
ince resulted in the death of two 
Uighurs and triggered hundreds 
to take to the streets in Urumqi, 
;LQMLDQJ¶V� FDSLWDO�� 7KH� ¿JKW� GH-
volved into a bloody riot that left 
200 people dead. 

In response, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping declared a people’s war 
on terror. According to the BBC, 
China has detained around a mil-
lion Uighurs without trial, forcing 
these ethnic minorities to assimi-
late into Han Chinese civilization. 
Even outside of the over 350 de-
tention camps that the Chinese 
government constructed to house 
the Uighur people, the millions 
of Uighurs living in the Xinjiang 
region live under constant surveil-
lance, including facial recognition 
tracking, mobile phone monitor-
ing, and even DNA tracking.

Powerful countries can use in-
ÀXHQWLDO� PHDVXUHV� WR� DSSO\� SUHV-
sure on the Chinese government. 
The U.S and its allies could unite in  
employing a combination of eco-
nomic sanctions and embargoes. 

7KH� VL]H� DQG� LQÀXHQFH� RI� WKH�
Chinese market has made oth-
er countries reluctant to criticize 
them, lest they lose potential mar-
ket access. As such, states have 
turned a blind eye against the bla-
tant human rights violations that 
China has committed. To combat 
this, like-minded allies should 
provide support to civil-service 
groups and promote access to in-
dependent media and information 
for the Chinese people. American 
allies should strive to engage with 
Chinese dissidents and activists 

without putting them in danger. 
This could include meeting with 
Chinese dissidents living in allied 
and partner countries, calling at-
tention to the cases of unjustly 
imprisoned political activists and 
encouraging their release. This 
would not only pressure China to 
respond, but also shine a light on 
the human rights violations. 

The United Nations could 
serve as an important mediator, 
clearly establishing the facts of the 
situation, which could spurr col-
lective action. The U.N. response 
to the Xinjiang issue has been 
limited, compounded by the U.S.’s 
decision to leave the U.N. Human 
Rights Council in 2018. Beijing 
has taken advantage of the U.S.’s 
DEVHQFH�WR�IXUWKHU�LWV�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�
various countries. China increased 
its funding to the U.N. and secured 
top positions there. In October 
2021, Beijing won a seat on the 
Human Rights Council, where it 
continues to drive its non-inter-
ference agenda that severely un-
dermines the U.N. human rights 
system. However, if the U.N. could 
provide analysis on the CCP’s mis-
conduct, in addition to continued 
reporting by U.N. experts, it could 
establish a commonly accepted set 
of facts on this situation. 

Addressing the current Xinji-
ang situation will be fraught with 
tension and will require ongoing, 
collective action. Coordinated ini-
tiatives and statements will not 
only help diminish the risk of Chi-
nese retaliation against individual 
countries but also lend a stronger 
voice to smaller countries. Elevat-
ing the voices of other nations and 
supporting them as they navigate 
this issue could help them come 
to a resolution that addresses the 
concerns of all parties. 
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Uighur Muslims Persecuted in 
Xinjiang Crackdown

Tyler Kuo is a fi!h-former from 
Hong Kong. He may be reached 

at tkuo23@choate.edu Graphic by Yujin Kim/The Choate News
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Covid-19 Exacerbates 
Latin America’s Food Crisis

By Campbell Pflaum ’23
Opinions Writer

Campbell Pflaum is a fi!h-
former from Nashville. She may be 
reached at cpflaum23@choate.eduElizabeth Holmes, on trial for fraud and conspiracy, was once the face of women in STEM. 
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Chinese troops rally in the autonomous region of Xinjiang in 2017. 
Photo courtesy of CNN

ELIZ ABETH HOLMES M AY BE A FR AUD, BUT SE X ISM IN STEM STILL E X ISTS

By Tyler Kuo ’23
Sta! Opinions Writer

Once the darling of Silicon 
Valley, Elizabeth Holmes, 
the founder of the failed 

startup Theranos, is currently fac-
ing 11 counts of fraud and conspir-
acy. Her trial is expected to get a 
ruling sometime after December 
����7KH�SXEOLF�¿UVW�JUHZ�VXVSLFLRXV�
of Holmes in 2015, when journal-
ist John Carreyrou published a 
scathing article in the Wall Street 
Journal exposing the illegitimacy 
of Theranos’s supposedly revo-
lutionary technologies. Six years 
later, Holmes faces up to twenty 
years in prison.  

Holmes, now 37, dropped 
out of Stanford at 19 to start her 
company on the basis of a major 
advancement in medical tech-
nology — the ability to conduct 
crucial medical tests, including 
those for cancer and cholesterol, 
VLPSO\�E\�SULFNLQJ�D�SDWLHQW¶V�¿Q-
ger. There was just one problem: 
the technology didn’t work. Still, 
Holmes raised $9 billion in fund-
ing, which made her, at one point, 
the youngest female self-made 
billionaire in history. Reportedly, 
she spent over a decade building 

her company in secret, without 
any product release, while simul-
taneously growing a mountain of 
funding. In 2015, whistleblowers 
leaked the technological failings 
of her products.

Regardless of the results of 
the current trial, Holmes’s sto-
ry already has, and will contin-
ue to, demonize women work-
ing in the fields of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM). 

W o m e n 
make up just 
28% of the 
workforce in 
the STEM in-
dustry, and at 
h igher- level 
corporate po-
sitions, that 
percentage is 
even lower. 
F e m a l e - l e d 
c o m p a n i e s 
are less like-
ly to receive 
funding, good 
press, and 
early mar-
ket success. 
Holmes built 
her brand on 

being a successful woman in 
this industry despite these ob-
stacles. She frequently tweeted 
affirmations such as #Ilook-
likeanengineer, discussed fem-
inist issues, and considered 
herself an advocate for women 
in her field. She was once con-
sidered the next Steve Jobs — 
turtlenecks, deep blunt voice 
and all. So what does Holmes’s 
career, which, for many fe-
male-identifying individuals 

in STEM, was a roadmap for 
success, come to mean if she is 
guilty of the fraud she stands 
accused of? Is the wide press 
coverage of her accused short-
comings as a business person in 
part a consequence of her sex? 

Widespread cases of 
white-collar crime are nothing 
new in STEM. From cases like 
-RVK� 7HWULFN¶V� VDOHV� LQÀDWLRQ� WR�
Ronny Abovitz’s over-evaluation, 
it would seem that Theranos isn’t 

the only music man on the block. 
And, indeed, many believe that 
the widespread backlash against 
Holmes, which has spurred mil-
OLRQV� LQ� SUR¿W� IRU�PHGLD� FRUSR-
rations, is in part a result of sex-
ism. In Holmes’s statements this 
week, she accused her ex-part-
ner, former Theranos CEO Ra-
mesh Balwani, a man 20 years 
her senior, of domestic abuse 
and framing her for fraud, a 
fraud she claims he committed. 

The response 
to her closing 
statements from 
major news 
conglomerates 
ranged from 
smug disbe-
lief to outright 
sexism and vic-
t i m - s h a m i n g . 
Whether Bal-
wani is actually 
guilty of these 
crimes is un-
clear, but the 
backlash against 
Holmes echoes 
backlash used to 
silence victims 
who come for-
ward in cases of 

domestic violence. Regardless of 
the verdict in Holmes’s case, the 
brutal media rhetoric she fac-
es serves to discourage women 
from being leaders in the STEM 
¿HOG� DQG� FRPLQJ� IRUZDUG� DERXW�
situations of abuse. 

When a movement, like 
‘women in STEM,’ has so few 
icons, the downfall of one can 
hold back so many others . We, as 
a society, are just now recognizing 
the fraught relationship that pub-
lic women have always had with 
the American press. From Britney 
Spears to Monica Lewinsky, the 
media has a long track record of 
ruining women’s lives over mis-
takes considered commonplace 
for men. While the implications 
of Holmes’s mistakes may be 
greater, so is what she represents. 
She is a woman who achieved 
HDUO\� VXFFHVV� LQ� D� ¿HOG� WKDW� LV�
the backbone of innovation the 
world over. So when she brutally 
and publically fell, she served as 
a warning for women trying to 
make it in the valley – this is what 
a mistake will cost. 
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Choate’s Power Couples Team Up to Tackle Work and Life

Some Embrace New Terms
of Identity; Others Hesitate

Vocabulary associated with 
describing marginalized commu-
nities is constantly evolving to 
encompass increasingly diverse 
groups and represent ever-chang-
ing societal values. Since the pro-
tests for social justice in the sum-
mer of 2020, these phrases, what 
some call progressive terminology, 
have received heightened attention 
as many people try to enact change 
through their words.

Even before the summer of 
2020, many of these so-called pro-
gressive words were being used 
among some groups on campus. 
“I didn’t start using the language 
until freshman year [in 2019–20],” 
said Adama Sowe ’23. “In middle 
school, I’d never heard of any of 
these terms, even though I went to 
a predominately Black and Hispan-
ic school. I got here, and I went to 
SDLC [Student Diversity Leader-
ship Conference] where I learned 
terms such as BIPOC that I was 
never taught.”

During that summer, social 
media accounts such as @Black-
atChoate and @QueeratChoate 
JUHDWO\� D̆HFWHG� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�
with the stories they shared and 
the words that they chose to use. 
For example, many of @Blackat-
Choate’s posts used the term ‘BI-
POC’ [Black, Indigenous, People 
of Color] instead of ‘POC,’ and 
the bio of @QueeratChoate’s In-
stagram account reads “an anon-
ymous safe space for LGBTQIA+ 
[lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer, intersex, and asexual, 
with the ‘+’ allowing for additional 
inclusivity] members of the Cho-
ate community,” rather than the 
once-prevalent “LGBTQ.”

Since then, the drive for the 
use of more progressive terminol-
RJ\�KDV�EHHQ�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ZLG-
er Choate community. “Last year 
VSHFL¿FDOO\� KDG� D� VSLNH� LQ� VRFLDO�
activism — people were concerned 
about how they were perceived,” 
said Noah McBride ’23.

These terms have further per-
meated the community via recent 
all-school gatherings, where facul-
ty members and students alike use 
the words to describe the experi-
ences of minority groups, or even 

to name events, such as the Com-
munity Conversation on “Hispan-
ic/Latinx Identity.” Additionally, 
WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ¶V�ṘFLDO�VW\OH�JXLGH�
now advises using the abbrevia-
tion “LGBTQIA+” and capitalizing 
the word “Black” — another wide-
spread syntactic shift.

However, as such vocabulary 
receives more attention, people 
around the world have argued 
that these new “inclusive” terms 
have become a code used only by a 
small, highly educated group in the 
country. This trend feels applicable 
to Choate, a community marked 
by both its diversity and privilege. 
Even though these terminologies 
can provide support for students, 
some have criticized what they be-
lieve is misguided usage of progres-
sive terminology.

McBride, for instance, is slight-
ly skeptical of the intention behind 
the usage of these newly popular 
terms in communities like Choate. 
“The term ‘BIPOC’ is supposed to 
EH�PRUH�VSHFL¿F�WR�JURXSV�WKDW�DUH�
disproportionately impacted in 
America, instead of just ‘POC,’ but 
there are still some issues with it. 
I think some people might use the 
WHUP�WR�SDVV�WKHPVHOYHV�R̆�DV�HGX-
cated,” he said.

Additionally, the word “Lat-
inx,” which is intended to be a pro-
gressive, gender-neutral term that 
replaces “Latino” or “Latina,” has 
been met with scrutiny lately.

Ixchel Hernandez ’23 said, 
“Honestly, I rarely use ‘Latinx,’ 
because I feel like the term doesn’t 
¿W�6SDQLVK�WRR�ZHOO��7KH�WHUP�ZDV�
made by ‘woke’ activists in the 
United States as a way to make gen-
der-neutral terms in the Spanish 
language, but it was done without 
taking into account that the letter 
‘x’ is rarely used in our language.” 

In the past, HLF stood for the 
Hispanic-Latinx Forum, but Her-
nandez and other cabinet mem-
bers began to question whether the 
club’s name accurately represented 
its membership. “We changed our 
club name to the Hispanic-Lat-
iné Forum last spring, and that’s 
when I noticed a lot more people, 
myself included, started using that 
term [Latiné] instead of Latinx,” 
she said. According to Hernandez, 
Latiné — still an ungendered term 
²�ÀRZV�PXFK�EHWWHU�LQ�6SDQLVK�

To mitigate any unintended 
harm, some teachers have begun to 
actively convey how and why they 
use these words. Associate Dean 
of Equity and Inclusion Mr. Filipe 
Camarotti said, “We have to under-
stand why we do the things we do ... 
I think there’s the part of saying the 
right thing [but also] going deeper 
why saying the right thing is right.”

Mr. Camarotti believes that 
this deeper understanding goes 
beyond seeing these words in of-
¿FLDO�DQQRXQFHPHQWV�DQG�HPDLOV��
“The understanding of the right 
term to use requires learning 
about a person’s story [and] know-
ing about their identity,” he said. 
“By giving them the opportuni-
ties to express how they identify 
both implicitly and explicitly, then 
you’ll know how they want to be 
LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�UHIHUUHG�WR�´

He believes that teachers 
should feel comfortable having 
open dialogues with their students 
about which terms best encapsulate 
the students’ identities. He said, 
“I share stories about my life and 
ask to hear stories about their lives. 
Through having many of these con-
versations and establishing a level 
of trust, I have noticed that people 
open up and share many aspects of 
their identity — not because I’m ex-
plicitly asking, but because it tends 
to naturally come up.”

The point of these terms, 
many students emphasized, is not 
to make oneself appear “woke.” 
“It doesn’t have to be some grand 
gesture on social media, but you 
have to be constantly working to 
help achieve those goals,” said 
McBride. “When change needs to 
happen, simply supporting isn’t 
enough. It should be a constant 
struggle against whatever you’re 
WU\LQJ�WR�KHOS�¿[�´

However, progressive termi-
nology is constantly evolving — 
there is not one eternally perfect 
word to best represent identities 
on what is, fundamentally, an 
individual level. Mr. Camarotti 
said, “Language and terminology 
WKDW� UHÀHFWV� D� SHUVRQ¶V� LGHQWLW\�
[is] really positive and necessary 
in order for us to see people how 
they want to be seen.” 

By Sabrina Wang ’23
Associate Editor

Sabrina Wang may be reached 
at swang23@choate.edu

I W ILL FOLLOW
@CRH_ AFFIR MATIONS

#FUKBḊUPDWLRQV¶�SRSXODULW\�
KDV�VN\URFNHWHG�VLQFH�LWV�¿UVW�SRVW�
on November 25, which reads, “I 
ZLOO�QRW�FKHFN�&KRDWH6,6�HYHU\�¿YH�
minutes for my term grades,” over 
a sparkling photo of campus. Cho-
ate’s latest anonymous Instagram 
jokester derives their humor from 
the cheekily ironic to the down-
right absurd, from various events 
such as unstable Wi-Fi, Veg-Out 
Monday, and even the recent rise 
in Covid-19 cases. With over 400 
followers to boot, the account’s ee-
rily upbeat posts have found their 
way into students’ conversations 
ERWK�RQOLQH�DQG�R̈LQH�

Originally used to describe a 
spiritual method of self-endorse-
PHQW��WKH�WHUP�³ḊUPDWLRQ´�KDV�
snuck its way into Gen-Z’s ev-
er-expanding Internet-inspired 
lexicon. These simple mantras 
are intended to be repeated to 
oneself in order to stop worry-
ing about such mundane things 
as Thursday lunch lines or
one’s yearbook photo. Although
#FUKBḊUPDWLRQ¶V� PD[LPV� DUH�
far more sardonic than serious, 
the account “makes us feel like 
more of a community,” said Ke-
nadi Waymire ’22, a fan of the 
account. In fact, the account’s 

Instagram bio claims that it is a 
“Mental Health Service.”

To Taylor Rossiter ’25,
#FUKBḊUPDWLRQV�LV�WKH�IXQQLHVW�
and most relatable Instagram 
account on campus. She said, 
“The post about [fall-term] grades 
was the most relatable post the 
ḊUPDWLRQV� DFFRXQW� KDV�´� &DLW�
Ahn ’25 agreed that it is one of 
Choate’s “coolest accounts with 
enjoyable content. It doesn’t beat 
@ChoateAthletics, but out of the 
XQṘFLDO� VWXGHQW�UXQ� SDJHV�� LW¶V�
among the top three on campus.” 

Because students are not 
technically allowed to maintain 
social media accounts bearing the 
School’s name, the student be-
KLQG�#FUKBḊUPDWLRQV�KDV�FRQ-
cealed their identity, including for 
this interview. “I am the admin of 
an Instagram page called CRH 
$̇UPDWLRQV�� :K\� VWXGHQWV� DW� D�
school called Choate like my posts 
so much is beyond me,” they said. 
Waymire has her own theories, 
though: “I think it’s a junior. It’s 
a lot of fun.”

$� FRXSOH� RI� ZLWW\� ḊUPD-
tions that have appeared on
#FUKBḊUPDWLRQV� LQFOXGH�� ³,�
won’t blame it on freshmen” and 
³,� DP� XQGH¿QDEOH�´� D� SOD\� RQ�
Choate’s new marketing slogan. 
$� SDUWLFXODUO\� XQFDQQ\� ḊUPD-
tion reads “The Choate Plague will 

NOT return on Hol Ball weekend.” 
The words, placed above an unex-
plained photo of the actor Timo-
WKpH� &KDODPHW�� ZHUH� SRVWHG� ¿YH�
GD\V�EHIRUH�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�Ṙ-
cially postponed the annual dance.

In fact, several of the ac-
count’s posts have come to frui-
tion in the opposite direction. For 
H[DPSOH�� DQ� ḊUPDWLRQ� UHDGLQJ�
“Choate Wi-Fi is stable and con-
sistent across campus” premiered 
on November 30. The next day, 
Dean of Students Mr. Mike Velez 
’00 emailed all students about the 
Wi-Fi issues on campus.

The account creator, who 
spoke mostly in cryptic non sequi-
turs, said, “My posts age like the 
milk cartons in my dorm room — 
the ones that I take one sip of and 
then forget to throw away.”

Rossiter said, “@crh_af-
firmations is full of mischief.” 
Ahn thinks of the account as a 
way to laugh about Choate stu-
dents’ communal experiences 
and highlight the absurdities 
of boarding-school life.

Finally, @crh_affirmations 
would like to leave readers 
of The Choate News with one 
more affirmation: “I will follow 
@crh_affirmations.”

By Olympia Wol! ’25
Reporter

Olympia Wol! may be reached 
at owol!25@choate.edu

You might know them sepa-
rately as your teachers, but pay at-
tention, and you’ll see that many 
of Choate’s most beloved faculty 
members work at the same place 
as their spouse. The School has 
played a key role in bringing sev-
eral matches together in addition 
to welcoming even more existing 
FRXSOHV��+HUH�DUH�¿YH�RI�&KRDWH¶V�
many power couples.

Ms. Julie Oxborough-
Yankus & Mr. Tom Yankus ’52

Well-known on campus for 
both their individual roles and 
loving marriage, Ms. Julie Oxbor-
ough-Yankus and her husband, 
the now-retired former Dean of 
Students Mr. Tom Yankus, met 
DW� &KRDWH� LQ�0U�� <DQNXV¶V� ṘFH�
on February 13, 1986. They began 
their relationship a few years lat-
er. For both Mr. Yankus and Ms. 
Oxborough, having their spouse’s 
support in both their person-
al and professional lives was an 
immense blessing. “It was about 
knowing that there was someone 
here that always had your back 
and watches out for you. It was 
always good to know that there 
was someone you could trust,” 
Ms. Oxborough said. “One time, 
someone was really unfair to me, 
and Tom goes, ‘Stop it! She is an 
amazing teacher, and she works 
KHU�EXWW�R̆�¶´

Ms. Megan Shea & 
Mr. Cyrus Cook

Similarly, Ms. Megan Shea 
and Mr. Cyrus Cook, both En-

glish teachers, met and began 
their relationship at Choate. Ms. 
Shea mentioned how her and 
Mr. Cook’s lives were intricate-
ly interwoven because of their 
shared roles as English teachers 
and, for six years, third-form 
deans. At that time, their dai-
ly routine consisted of walking 
back and forth together in a 
line from Nichols (their home) 
WR�0HPRULDO�+RXVH� �WKHLU� ṘF-
es) to Humanities (their class-
rooms) to the dining hall. Upon 
UHÀHFWLQJ� RQ� WKHLU� ³OLIHVW\OH�
choice” of working in the same 
place, Ms. Shea said, “Our per-
sonalities complement each oth-
er: he was reasonable when I was 
HPRWLRQDO��UHÀHFWLYH�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�
impulsive, and patient when I 
was anxious.” Though Mr. Cook 
retired in 2020, she said, “While 
I still bring the job home, he is 
now a sounding board, freed of 
the daily responsibilities, whose 
perspective helps me with my 
roles here.”

Ms. Michelle Dennehy &
Mr. Pat Dennehy

Beyond its role as uninten-
tional matchmaker, Choate has 
also become home to many fac-
ulty couples who were already 
in their relationships taking up 
positions here. Director of Resi-
dential Life and Associate Dean 
of Students Mr. Pat Dennehy and 
Sixth Form Deans’ Assistant Ms. 
Michelle Dennehy met 25 years 
ago at Phillips Exeter Academy’s 
summer hockey school and had 
worked together at Holderness 
School in Plymouth, N.H., for 
seven years before coming to 

@crh_a!irmations has adapted the Internet’s latest absurd trend for the Choate community.
Graphic by Yujin Kim/The Choate News

Choate. Regarding his favorite 
part about working with his wife, 
Mr. Dennehy said, “I think hav-
ing the opportunity to eat meals 
together during the day is a ben-
H¿W��0LFKHOOH�LV�P\�FORVHVW�IULHQG��
so it is always nice to have that 
person around and especially 
during challenging moments. 
I am especially fortunate now 
since we both work in the same 
ṘFH� >WKH� 6WXGHQW� $FWLYLWLHV�
Center] — I don’t think I would 
change a thing about it.” 

Ms. Claire Minneman & 
Mr. Jesse Minneman

Ms. Claire Minneman, a col-
lege counselor, and Mr. Jesse 
Minneman, an HPRSS teach-
er, also met, worked together, 
and eventually got married at 
another boarding school, the 
Kent School, before assuming 
their positions at Choate. Ms. 
Minneman enjoys how the sim-
ilarity of their jobs allows them 
to understand the demands and 
intensity of boarding-school 
life, while the lack of overlap in 
their respective busier times of 
the year also fosters a balance in 
their relationship. Outside of the 
ṘFH�DQG�WKH�FODVVURRP��0U��DQG�
Ms. Minneman have been able 
to create some special moments 
out of the overlap between their 
personal and professional lives. 
Ms. Minneman said, “When Mr. 
Minneman proposed, he was liv-
ing in a large boys’ dorm, and the 
school newspaper ran a cartoon 
showing him down on one knee, 
with his bubble saying, ‘Ms. Ler-
chen, will you please get me out 
of North Dorm?’”

Ms. Grace McGee &
Mr. Morgan Harris

Director of Academic Technol-
ogy and HPRSS teacher Mr. Mor-
gan Harris and Senior Associate 
Director of Admission Ms. Grace 
McGee also worked together long 
before their joint arrival at Cho-
DWH�LQ�������7KH\�¿UVW�PHW�DW�WKHLU�
alma mater, Washington and Lee 
University, where they worked to-
gether before moving to Avon Old 
Farms, another boarding school. 
Since their move to campus, Ms. 
McGee and Mr. Harris have also 
welcomed both of their kids — 
Walter and Elaine, aged three and 
one — to their family. One of Mr. 
Harris’s favorite memories from 
the fall was the time he would 
spend with their kids on the out-
door basketball court, waiting for 
Ms. McGee, who is the head coach 
of Varsity Field Hockey, to walk 
back from practice. He loves see-
ing their kids’ faces light up when 
they see their mom after a long day 
apart. Additionally, even though 
the pair’s jobs don’t have much 
day-to-day overlap, Mr. Harris 
said, “Recently, on Mondays, we 
have made a little tradition of get-
ting takeout from the Eatery and 
HDWLQJ�LW�E\�WKH�SRQG�E\�KHU�ṘFH�
— of having a nice retreat in the 
middle of the day.”

The next time you see your 
teachers with their partners, 
give them a friendly wave and 
ask, “How did you meet?” Their 
answers might just knock you 
off your feet.

By Jacqueline Yan ’24
Reporter

Jacqueline Yan may be reached 
at jyan24@choate.edu

Mr. Tom Yankus ’52 and Ms. 
Julie Oxborough-Yankus met as 
teachers. Later on, she proposed — 
and simultaneously revealed their 
relationship to the student body — 
during a 1988 school meeting.

Ms. Megan Shea and Mr. Cyrus 
Cook raised two kids on campus. 
A"er school at Moses Y. Beach, 
they’d o"en hang out in her Memo-
rial o!ice, poring over Ms. Madeline 
Perkins’ old Choate yearbooks.

Ms. Michelle Dennehy and Mr. 
Pat Dennehy met at Exeter before 
coming to Choate. Mr. Dennehy de-
scribed his wife as “the boss in our 
family” — at least it keeps him in 
line at home and at work, he said.

Ms. Claire Minneman and 
Mr. Jesse Minneman live in Mead. 
Though their kids can’t go into the 
dorm now, they have “a very cute 
awareness” of what the senior girls 
like to do — 14+ Lego sets, of course.

Ms. Grace McGee and Mr. Mor-
gan Harris have worked together 
for nearly ten years. At this point, he 
said, “it’s become so normal for us 
that it would be more of a transition 
to not work at the same place.”

Photos courtesy of Julie Oxborough-
Yankus, Megan Shea, Michelle Dennehy, 

Claire Minneman, and Morgan Harris



When the audience joined the 
Lessons and Carols livestream 
this past Sunday, December 12, 
they were soothed by the sweet 
sound of the Chamber Chorus, 
the calming music from mem-
bers of Symphony Orchestra, and 
the reading of the Nine Stories. 
Lessons and Carols is a tradition-
al service of Christian worship 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�PXVLF� DQG� FHOHEUDWHG�
around Christmas Eve. Stories 
such as the fall of humanity, the 
promise of the Messiah, and 
the birth of Jesus are recounted 
in the readings threaded with 
the singing of Christmas carols, 
hymns, and choir anthems.

This tradition was first es-
tablished by Archbishop Ben-
son and presented in the Truro 
Cathedral in the late 19th centu-
ry. It was later adapted at King’s 
College, Cambridge, in 1918 by 
Dean Eric Milner-White. Cho-
ate’s presentation is an adapta-
tion of that version.

Mr. Evans, Head of Choral 
and Vocal Studies, selected songs 
that evoke a sense of nostalgia 
and comfort for the community. 

“I focused on the sense of de-
light that comes through. Addition-
ally, thinking about the meaning of 
the lyrics helps me focus on what 
we, as a group, are trying to convey 
to the audience,” said Faer Son ’24, 
a member of the Chamber Chorus.

The procession started with 
a soprano solo by Elsa Franks 
’24, singing “Once in Royal Da-
vid’s City,” which narrates the 
birth of Jesus. Then, the full 
choir joined and walked down 
the aisle of the chapel, holding 
lit candles.

Following “Once in Royal 
David’s City,” Ava Maha ’23 and 
Aria Ramnath ’24 performed a 
duet, “Mary Had a Baby.” Maha 
remarked that “I particularly 
like that this song mixes gos-
pel and spiritual styles, and the 
piece has evolved over time to 
become what we are singing to-
day, and lacks just one definite 
or correct version.” 

Chamber chorus also per-
formed “Ave Maria,” which 
was originally composed by 
Schubert and named “Ellen’s 

Third Song.” This piece con-
tained many challenging com-
ponents, and the group spent 
more time perfecting those 
complex sections. “It was dif-
ficult to sight read at first and 
takes up a lot of energy, as we 
need to save our breath for the 
long ending and the sopranos’ 
high note, which is higher than 
average. The hard work we put 
in made it worth it, though,” 
said Son.

Students are ecstatic to 
spread the joy of the holiday 
season to the Choate communi-
ty through the familiar carols, 
celebrating the near end of new 
year, regardless of individual 
religious beliefs.
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Students Choreograph 
Dance Program

On December 4 and 5, the Cho-
ate Dance Program held its annual 
Student Choreography Showcase 
(SCS), a series of performances 
highlighting the School’s student 
performers and choreographers. 
For the showcase, students choreo-
graphed their own dances as either 
solo or group pieces. Each piece 
was a complex and meaningful dis-
play of the student artists.

Inspired by the loss of a family 
member last year, Joy An ’23, one 
of the performers, choreographed a 
piece entitled “Loss,” displaying the 
myriad of emotions evoked by grief. 
“When someone is gone, the world 
doesn’t stop turning, although it 
might feel like it should,” An said. “I 
wanted to capture the strange cog-
nitive dissonance that comes with 
feeling like the world is ending, 

while having to move forward with 
your daily obligations.”

An also choreographed a piece 
titled “Cloudwatching.” To An, this 
piece described wonder — a feeling 
that evokes the inner child in every-
one. In their choreography, An em-
phasized this idea through a series 
of reaching extensions and jumps, 
carving into the space around them, 
embodying the childlike feeling of 
amazement and profound curios-
LW\�� ³,� RIWHQ�¿QG�P\VHOI�PDUYHOLQJ�
at the beauty of the world we live in 
DQG�KRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�VHHPV�WR�ÀRZ�
together perfectly,” An said. 

Another dancer and choreog-
rapher, Vicky Grechukhina ’23, 
performed a piece entitled “Con-
tinuum,” accompanied by pianist 
Ramsey Scott ’22. Shaping the 
piece with both the music and 
dance movements, Grechukhina 
created a connection with the 
piece that “completed the music 

but also contrasted it in a har-
monic way,” said Grechukhina.

“Continuum” was original-
ly a project for her fall Dance 
Composition class. However, 
as she cultivated the piece for 
the showcase, “Continuum” 
manifested a deeper meaning. 
“There were some days when 
I couldn’t come up with any 
material and others where I 
couldn’t stop practicing. The 
more time I spent changing, 
improving, cutting, and mov-
ing around pieces of my final 
project, the more I understood 
that there is no ‘correct’ way of 
producing a dance of personal 
value,” she said.

Grechukhina’s goal was 
to embody the beauty of im-
perfection and perseverance. 
“Throughout our life we come 
across all sorts of obstacles, vic-
WRULHV�� PLVWDNHV�� DQG� JUDWL¿FD-
tions,” Grechukhina said. “No 
matter how much they impact 
us, our life doesn’t stop and even 
though sometimes we feel like 
the world has ended, the only 
solution is to keep going.”

SCS has created a platform 
for students to express their ex-
perience and pushed them to un-
veil their artistic potential, chal-
lenging them to combine their 
creative interpretation with cho-
reography skills. 

By Harper Knight ’23
Reporter

VARI ATION PERVADES FALL-TERM ART EXHIBITION

On Friday, December 10, 
the Arts Department hosted 
the Annual Fall Term Student 
Exhibition, through which stu-
dents in the Arts Concentration 
program and all fall term visual 
arts courses — Design, Photog-
raphy, Filmmaking, Drawing, 
Mixed Media, and Ceramics — 
displayed the fruits of their hard 
work at the entrance of the Paul 
Mellon Arts Center. Paola Diaz 
del Castillo Rosique ’23, Macie 
Simmons ’22, and Sean Guzman 
’22 were a few of the students 
who showcased their artwork:

Paola Diaz del Castillo Rosique 
’23, a newcomer in the Arts Con-
centration program, stepped out 
of her comfort zone and explored 
GL̆HUHQW�DUW�PHGLXPV�IRU�KHU�SURM-
ect. “I had the idea that I wanted to 
make a series of pieces that depict-
HG�GL̆HUHQW�WKHPHV�RI�P\�LGHQWLW\�
and things I have been struggling 
with that I felt a lot of people could 
relate to,” she said. 

6KH� HQMR\HG� XVLQJ� KHU� ÀH[L-
ble collage medium to add layers 
and depth to her work. “Each 
piece took between one to two 
weeks, but often more because 
RI�WKH�SODQQLQJ�DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�¿J-
ure out the most organic way to 
express my ideas than the actu-
DO� µGL̇FXOW\¶�RI� WKH�SLHFH��7KHUH�
was a lot of time for introspec-
tion and asking myself what I 
wanted to show,” she said. 

Diaz del Castillo Rosique 
noted that her work was pro-
foundly inspired by the discus-
sions in her Moral Reasoning 
class with Mr. Morgan Harris 
last term. The pieces were pre-
sented in chronological order 
IURP� ULJKW� WR� OHIW�� 7KH� ¿UVW� RQH�
demonstrated impostor syn-
drome, an internal experience 
where one doubts one’s com-
petence and accomplishments. 
³:H�DUH�LQÀXHQFHG�DQG�FRUUXSW-
ed by outside opinions that let us 
doubt ourselves,” she explained. 

The second piece comment-
ed on the pressure of time and 
productivity one feels when 

striving for lofty goals. She 
questioned which of her goals 
come from her own wants and 
needs and which ones are in-
fluenced by her environment. 
Diaz del Castillo Rosique ex-
plained that when pursuing 
those “goals,” one risks losing 
themselves in comparison to 
other people. 

The third piece explored 
the extent to which one should 
share their personal experi-
ence. “Sometimes you want to 
tell the whole story but still feel 
like you need to keep parts of 
yourself just to yourself to fit 
into the narrative society has 
created for you,” she said.  

The last piece signified 
that everyone is a “work of 
progress.” The continuously 
growing flower demonstrates 
individuals’ constant personal 
growth, while the Mexican ce-
ramics, which are part of Diaz 
del Castillo Rosique’s iden-
tity and culture, indicate the 
importance of learning to be 
vulnerable. Additionally, she 

deliberately designed the color 
scheme of her work. “The piec-
es go from completely black 
and white to more color as it 
becomes less about the pres-
sure of people around you and 
more about yourself,” she said.

Macie Simmons ’22, another 
student in the Visual Arts Con-
centration program, was inspired 
by a photograph. “It’s based on 
a photo I took of my roommate 
in her bed. The lighting looked 
really cool, and I felt like it was 
supposed to be a painting — so 
I decided to paint it.” Simmons 
created her piece right after mid-
terms and college application 
deadlines, and the photograph 
encapsulated a feeling of bliss 
following weeks of stress. 

“I was trying to catch up on all 
the sleep I missed the weeks be-
fore. I didn’t intend for it to, but 
the painting managed to capture 
the quietness and peace of the mo-
ment,” she said. “I used an acrylic 
base to lay down the main shapes 
and went over it with gouache 
paint. The hardest part was all the 

folds on the comforter.” Simmons 
stressed the importance of paying 
attention to detail and illustrating 
the right emotions with the choice 
of paint and various techniques.

Sean Guzmán ’22 is also a se-
nior in the Visual Arts Concentra-
tion Program who showcased his 
project, “Boys Cry Too.” “I origi-
nally planned for a few male-iden-
tifying students to answer ques-
WLRQV� LQ� D� UDSLG�¿UH�PDQQHU� WKDW�
would be displayed through il-
lustrative type and design.” The 
interviews consisted of questions 
about perceptions of masculinity 
and what that means to them per-
sonally. After conducting the in-
terviews, however, Guzmán came 
to a realization: “A lot of these guys 
had never sat down with another 
guy and talked openly about vul-
nerability — it was foreign to them. 
Each interview I conducted was 
a story. Stories that I felt deserve 
their individual spotlight.” 

Guzmán decided to re-orient 
his original goal of forming “Boys 
Cry Too” as a mini-zine to a bigger 
magazine. “I learned how individ-

ual experiences manage to shape 
one’s perception of who they 
should be. The pictures I have 
taken are visual manifestations of 
the stories they’ve told me,” Guz-
mán added. “Each photo has its 
own color palette for this reason. 
Each story is its own.”

5HÀHFWLQJ� RQ� WKH� MRXUQH\� RI�
arts students, one of the advisers 
for the Arts Concentration Pro-
gram, Ms. Smita Sen, comment-
ed, “There’s so much growth. You 
really see how students start to 
hone in on what it is they want 
to say and why, so then their ar-
tistic vision becomes clear, and 
even the kids that don’t consider 
themselves artists really think 
of themselves as a creative soul 
which is kind of cool. ” 

Ms. Jessica Cuni, another ad-
viser for the program, added, “I 
think a marker of the show’s suc-
cess is the variety of the work that’s 
up. Seeing how much diversity is on 
the walls is very exciting.”

By Begum Gokmen ’23
Associate Editor

Begum Gokmen may be reached 
at bgokmen23@choate.edu

Lessons and Carols Returns to Close 
Out Winterlude

Harper Knight may be reached 
at hknight23@choate.edu

Gigi Chen may be reached 
at gchen24@choate.eduVicky Grechukhina ’23 performs her solo piece, “Continuum.”
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Filled with holiday spirit, Chamber Chorus dresses in vestments.
Photo by Suzie Kim/The Choate News

Students show their paintings, photos, and more at Art Exhibition.
Photos courtesy of Noah Molina, Sean Guzman, Yujin Kim, and Paola Diaz del Castillo Rosique

By Gigi Chen ’24
Reporter



Last Saturday, December 
11, Choate Boys’ Varsity Hock-
H\�EHDW�'HHU¿HOG�$FDGHP\�LQ�D�
QDLO�ELWLQJ�����ZLQ��&RPLQJ�R̆�D�
WRXJK�ORVV�DJDLQVW�:HVWPLQVWHU��
RQ�'HFHPEHU����WKH�%RDUV�ZHUH�
PRWLYDWHG� IRU� D� GHFLVLYH� ZLQ�
RYHU�'HHU¿HOG�

7KH� ILUVW� KDOI� EHJDQ�ZLWK� D�
IDVW� IDFH�RII�� VHQGLQJ� WKH� SXFN�
LQWR� &KRDWH¶V� VLGH� RI� WKH� ULQN�
ZLWK� 'HHUILHOG� PDLQWDLQLQJ�
UHODWLYH�FRQWURO�IRU�WKH�ILUVW����
VHFRQGV��+RZHYHU��WKH�PRPHQ-
WXP�RI� WKH�JDPH�TXLFNO\� VKLIW-
HG�DV�&KRDWH�JDLQHG� WKH�XSSHU�
KDQG��%RDUG�FKHFNV�FDPH�IURP�
ERWK� WHDPV� DV� SOD\HUV� EDWWOHG�
IRU� FRQWURO� RI� WKH� SXFN��$� VKRW�
RQ� &KRDWH¶V� JRDO� ZDV� GHIOHFWHG�
E\�-DFN�%DGHHU�¶���EHIRUH�LW�DS-
SURDFKHG� WKH� FUHDVH�� $�PLQXWH�
ODWHU��DQ�DWWHPSW�RQ�'HHUILHOG¶V�
JRDO�ZDV�PDGH�E\�:LOO�+HQGHU-
VRQ�¶����8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�VKRW�
ZDV�EORFNHG��

,Q� D� VHFRQG� DWWHPSW� RQ�
WKH� JRDO� E\� 'HHU¿HOG�� +HQGHU-
VRQ� VOLG� RQ� WKH� LFH� WRZDUG� WKH�
ZLQJHU�� GHÀHFWLQJ� D� VKRW� ZLWK�
WKH� ERWWRP� RI� KLV� VNDWHV�� 3UHV-
VXUH� UDPSHG� XS� DV� 'HHU¿HOG�

FUDPPHG� LQWR� WKH� FUHDVH�� EXW�
*RDOLH� 3ULPR� %DOGDVVDUH� ¶���
UHEX̆HG� 'HHU¿HOG¶V� VKRWV� DQG�
SXW� &KRDWH� EDFN� RQ� WKH� R̆HQ-
VLYH��$Q�DJJUHVVLYH�ERDUG�FKHFN�
E\�'HHU¿HOG� DJDLQVW�&R�FDSWDLQ�
7RP�/\QFK�¶���HDUQHG�WKH�%RDUV�
WKHLU�¿UVW�SHQDOW\��VORZLQJ�GRZQ�
'HHU¿HOG¶V�PRPHQWXP� WRZDUGV�
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�JDPH��

$OWKRXJK� D� VHFRQG� IDFH�R �̆
QHDU� &KRDWH¶V� JRDO� VHHPHG� WR�
JLYH� 'HHU¿HOG� KRSH� IRU� D� JRDO��
WKLV� DVSLUDWLRQ� ZDV� VKDWWHUHG�

E\�D�EORFN� IURP�%DOGDVVDUH��+H�
EORFNHG�DQRWKHU� VKRW�PHUH� VHF-
RQGV� ODWHU�� HQGLQJ� WKH�¿UVW� KDOI�
ZLWKRXW�D�JRDO�RQ�HLWKHU�VLGH��

7KH�VHFRQG�KDOI�IDFH�R̆�ZHQW�
IDYRUDEO\� IRU� 'HHU¿HOG�� KRZHY-
HU��D�PLQRU�YLRODWLRQ�ZDV�FDOOHG��
SODFLQJ� WKH� SXFN� EDFN� ZLWK� WKH�
%RDUV�RQ�WKH�R̆HQVLYH��'HHU¿HOG�
HDUQHG� D� VHFRQG�PLQRU� SHQDOW\�
VKRUWO\� DIWHU�� IXUWKHU� DGGLQJ� WR�
WKH�%RDUV¶�DGYDQWDJH�

3RVVHVVLRQ� RI� WKH� SXFN�
ERXQFHG�EHWZHHQ� WKH� WHDPV� IRU�

WKH�QH[W�WZR�PLQXWHV�XQWLO�+HQ-
GHUVRQ�� VHHLQJ� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\��
SDVVHG� WR�+HQU\�.RSV� ¶����ZKR�
VKRW� WKH� SXFN� VWUDLJKW� SDVW� WKH�
'HHU¿HOG�JRDOLH�LQWR�WKH�QHW��

³)RU� WKH� ¿UVW� JRDO� WKH� VWX-
GHQW� VHFWLRQ� ZHQW� FUD]\�� )RU�
VRPH�KRFNH\�NLGV�� WKDW�ZDV� WKH�
ORXGHVW� WKH\¶YH� HYHU� KHDUG�´�
(WKDQ�2SGHQDNHU�¶���VDLG��

The face-off after Choate’s 
JRDO�SXW�'HHUILHOG�LQ�FRQWURO�RI�
WKH�SXFN��+RZHYHU��MXVW�OLNH�LQ�
WKH�ILUVW�KDOI��WKH�JDPH�TXLFNO\�

VKLIWHG�EDFN� LQ�&KRDWH¶V� IDYRU��
8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� 'HHUILHOG� ZDV�
DEOH� WR�EULQJ� LWV� RIIHQVH� LQWDFW�
WR�WKH�FUHDVH��VFRULQJ�ZLWK�QLQH�
PLQXWHV� OHIW� LQ� WKH� KDOI�� 7KH�
VFRUH�ZDV�����JRLQJ�LQ�WKH�ILQDO�
VWUHWFK�RI�WKH�JDPH�

7KH�QH[W�IDFH�R̆�EURXJKW�WKH�
SXFN�WR�&KRDWH��JLYLQJ�WKH�DGYDQ-
WDJH� EDFN� WR� WKH� %RDUV�� $� ERG\�
FKHFN�E\�2ZHQ�7XQQH\� ¶���WRRN�
KLP� RXW� RI� WKH� JDPH� DQG� JDYH�
&KRDWH� LWV� ¿UVW� SHQDOW\��+RZHY-
HU��&KRDWH�VSHHGLO\�UHDGMXVWHG�DV�
*HRUJH�3DYOXV�¶���VZHSW�WKH�SXFN�
XS�WKH�ULQN��VFRULQJ�RQ�WKH�'HHU-
¿HOG�JRDOLH�ZLWK�MXVW�VL[�PLQXWHV�
OHIW� LQ� WKH�JDPH��$�FRXSOH�RI�DW-
WHPSWV� RQ� &KRDWH¶V� JRDO� ZHUH�
HDVLO\� VWRSSHG� E\� %DOGDVVDUH��
HQGLQJ�WKH�JDPH�����WR�&KRDWH��

³2XU� WHDP� SOD\HG� UHDOO\�
ZHOO�´� %DOGDVVUH� VDLG�� ³:H� ZHUH�
DOO� EORFNLQJ� VKRWV�� DQG� LW� ZDV� D�
JRRG�ZLQ�DOO�DURXQG�´�

$�%RDU�3HQ� ,QVWDJUDP�YLGHR�
IHDWXUHG� IDQV� VKDNLQJ� WKH� VLGH-
ERDUGV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�JDPH�DV�
ZHOO�DV�DIWHU�HDFK�JRDO��YLEUDWLQJ�
WKH�ULQN�ZLWK�WKHLU�HQHUJ\��

³,W¶V� JRRG� WR� EH� EDFN� ZLWK�
WKH�ER\V�´�%DOGDVVUH�VDLG��

$SSO\�� ZDLW�� ZDLW� VRPH� PRUH��
GHFLGH�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� DOO�WRR�IDPLO-
LDU� FROOHJH� DSSOLFDWLRQ� SURFHVV� IRU�
PDQ\� KLJK�VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV�� )RU�
DWKOHWHV� LQWHQGLQJ� WR� SOD\� DW� WKH�
FROOHJLDWH�OHYHO��KRZHYHU��WKH�VWHSV�
DUH�GHFLGHGO\�GL̆HUHQW��

7KH� SURFHVV� LWVHOI� YDULHV�
JUHDWO\� IURP� VWXGHQW�WR�VWXGHQW�
DV� ZHOO� DV� IURP� VSRUW�WR�VSRUW��
$GGLWLRQDOO\�� LW� LV� KHDYLO\� UHJX-
ODWHG� WR�SURWHFW� VWXGHQWV�DV�ZHOO�
DV� HQVXUH� WKDW� FROOHJHV� FDQ� VH-
OHFW�FDQGLGDWHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�PDNH�
VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKHLU�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��7ZR�DWKOHWHV�VKDUHG�
WKHLU�LQGLYLGXDO�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�
WKH� UHFUXLWLQJ� SURFHVV�� 0RUJDQ�
6NRGD�¶���DQG�$GDP�&DUUROO�¶���

6NRGD�LV�D�IRXU�\HDU�VHQLRU�DQG�
&R�FDSWDLQ�RI�WKH�*LUOV¶�9DUVLW\�,FH�
+RFNH\� 7HDP�� 0RVW� UHFUXLWLQJ�
MRXUQH\V�VWDUW�ZLWK�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
ZLWK� FROOHJH� FRDFKHV�� ZKHWKHU� YLD�
WHOHSKRQH�� EURFKXUHV�� RU� H�PDLO��
$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� &ROOH-
JLDWH�$WKOHWLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ¶V��1&$$��
2̇FLDO�5HFUXLWLQJ�*XLGH��WKH�HDUOL-
HVW�DQ\�GLUHFW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�FDQ�
RFFXU�EHWZHHQ�DWKOHWHV�DQG�FRDFK-
HV�LV�-XQH����IROORZLQJ�WKH�DWKOHWH¶V�
VRSKRPRUH� \HDU� LQ� KLJK� VFKRRO��
³<RX�VHQG�RXW�HPDLOV�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�
WR� FRDFKHV�� \RX�PDNH� SKRQH� FDOOV�
DQG�\RX�JHW�H[SRVXUH�E\�GRLQJ�FRO-
OHJH�VKRZFDVHV�DQG�RU�GRLQJ�FROOHJH�
FDPSV�DW�VSHFL¿F�VFKRROV�WKDW�LQWHU-
HVW�\RX�´�6NRGD�VDLG��

&ROOHJH�VKRZFDVHV�DQG�FDPSV�
DUH� DQ� H[FHOOHQW� ZD\� WR� UHFHLYH�
H[SRVXUH��$OWKRXJK�GHDOV� DUH� QRW�
QHFHVVDULO\� VLJQHG� FRXUW�VLGH� DW�
VXFK� HYHQWV�� WKH\� RIWHQ� KHOS� DWK-
OHWHV�VWDQG�RXW�IURP�D�JHQHULF�SRRO�
DQG�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�RYHUDOO�FKDQFHV�
RI�EHLQJ�UHFUXLWHG��3OD\LQJ�ZLWK�D�

ZHOO�NQRZQ� FOXE� WHDP� PD\� DOVR�
LPSURYH� WKH� FKDQFHV�RI� EHLQJ� UH-
FUXLWHG�� ³0\� FOXE� WHDP� LV� PRUH�
YLHZHG�E\�FROOHJH�FRDFKHV�VLQFH�LW�
LV�D�WUDYHO�WHDP�DQG�VR�VRPHWLPHV�
ZKHQ�ZH�SOD\�QHDU� RU� DW� FROOHJHV�
WKH�FRDFKHV�ZDWFK�RXU�JDPHV�«�LW¶V�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�FRDFKHV�WR�VHH�
>PH@�SOD\�´�6NRGD�VDLG�

2QFH�LQLWLDO�LQWHUHVW�LV�HVWDE-
OLVKHG�� WKH�1&$$� UHJXODWHV� WKDW�
DQ� DWKOHWH�PD\� RQO\� KDYH� VHYHQ�
SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFWV�ZLWK�D�FRDFK�LQ�
RQH�VFKRRO�\HDU��ZKLFK�UXQV�Ṙ-
FLDOO\�IURP�6HSWHPEHU���WKURXJK�
0D\� ���� 3K\VLFDO� FRQWDFWV� DUH�
ṘFLDOO\� FODVVL¿HG� HLWKHU� DV� D�
IDFH�WR�IDFH� GLVFXVVLRQ� RU� DV� DQ�
HYDOXDWLYH�FRQWDFW�ZKHUH�DQ�DWK-
OHWH�PD\�SOD\�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�FRDFK��
'XULQJ� WKH� VXPPHU� KRZHYHU��
SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFWV�DUH�QRW�FDSSHG��
LQFUHDVLQJ� WKH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DQ�
DWKOHWH� PD\� EH� VFRXWHG� GXULQJ�
VR�FDOOHG�³VXPPHU�VKRZFDVHV�´

)LQDOO\�� FROOHJH� FRDFKHV� FDQ�
H[WHQG� YHUEDO� R̆HUV� WR� VWXGHQWV��
ZLWK�VRPH�GRLQJ�VR�DV�HDUO\�DV�DQ�
DWKOHWH¶V� VRSKRPRUH� \HDU�� ³<RX�
PDNH� D� GHFLVLRQ� EDVHG� RQ� \RXU�
IHHOLQJV� IURP� WKH� VFKRRO�� GHSHQG-
LQJ�RQ� WKH� WDONV� \RX�KDG�ZLWK� WKH�
SHRSOH� \RX¶YH� VSRNHQ� WR��ZKR� DUH�
HLWKHU� DOXPQL� RU� FXUUHQWO\� VWX-
GHQWV�´� 6NRGD� FRPPHQWHG�� $IWHU�
R̆HUV�KDYH�EHHQ�H[WHQGHG��WKH�SUR-
FHVV�RI� FKRRVLQJ�ZKLFK� LQVWLWXWLRQ�
WR� DWWHQG� LV� QHDUO\� DQDORJRXV� WR�
QRQ�DWKOHWH�DSSOLFDQWV�

&DUUROO�LV�D�MXQLRU�ZKR�FRPPLW-
WHG�WR�WKH�&ROOHJH�RI�WKH�+RO\�&URVV�
WR� SOD\�'LYLVLRQ� ��0HQ¶V� /DFURVVH�
WKLV� 1RYHPEHU�� $OWKRXJK� WKH�
1&$$�KDV�VOLJKWO\�GL̆HUHQW�UHJXOD-
WLRQV�DQG�GDWHV�IRU�0HQ¶V�/DFURVVH�
UHFUXLWLQJ�� WKH� JHQHUDO� SURFHVV� LV�
YHU\�VLPLODU�WR�6NRGD¶V�

/DFURVVH� FDQ� EH� WKRXJKW� RI�
DV� D� \HDUO\� F\FOH� RI� UHDFKLQJ� RXW��

VKRZFDVHV��DQG�FRPPLWPHQWV��7KH�
F\FOH�VWDUWV� LQ�$XJXVW�ZLWK�D�SHUL-
RG�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFWV�
EHWZHHQ� FRDFKHV� DQG� DWKOHWHV� DUH�
DOORZHG��1H[W��WKHUH�LV�D�³GHDG�SH-
ULRG´� GXULQJ� ZKLFK� QR� FRQWDFW� LV�
DOORZHG�EHWZHHQ�UHVSHFWLYH�SDUWLHV��
7KLV�GHDG�SHULRG�FRQFOXGHV�DW� WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU��ZKHUH�
HYDOXDWLRQV�DUH�UH�RSHQHG��

$OWKRXJK� ODFURVVH� LV� D� VSULQJ�
VSRUW�� WKLV� IDOO� SHULRG� LV� ZKHQ�
PRVW�FOXE�WHDPV�SOD\��WDNLQJ�DG-
YDQWDJH� RI� WKLV� FRQWDFW� SHULRG��
³7KH�FOXE�DQG�)RXQGHUV¶�FLUFXLW�LV�
ZKHUH�DOO�WKH�VNLOO�DQG�WHDP�GHYHO-
RSPHQW� VKRZV� LWVHOI�� $W� WKH� HQG�
RI� WKH� GD\�� FROOHJHV� DUH� ORRNLQJ�
IRU� >DWKOHWHV@� ZKR� FDQ� SOD\� DQG�
WKHVH� JDPH� VLWXDWLRQV� DUH� ZKHUH�
WKH\� VHH�ZKDW� \RX� DUH�PDGH� RI�´�
VDLG�&DUUROO��7KH�VSULQJ�LV�DQRWK-
HU�FRQWDFW�SHULRG��FRQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
F\FOH�RI�UHFUXLWLQJ�IRU�/DFURVVH�

³2I� WKH�VFKRROV� ,�YLVLWHG��+RO\�
&URVV� LV� ZKHUH� ,� IHOW� PRVW� FRP-
IRUWDEOH�ZLWK�ERWK�WKH�JX\V�RQ�WKH�
WHDP��FRDFKHV��DQG�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�
RI�WKH�VFKRRO�´�&DUUROO�FRPPHQWHG�
ZKHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�LQ�SHUVRQ�YLVLWV�
WR�FROOHJHV��³7DNLQJ�WKRVH�YLVLWV�DQG�
PHHWLQJ� WKH� FRDFKHV� DQG� KHDULQJ�
WKHLU�SLWFK�ZDV�D�ELJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�SUR-
FHVV�>IRU@�PH�´�%LJ�ODFURVVH�VFKRROV�
HYHQ� R̆HU� EDQTXHWV� DV� D� SDUW� RI�
WKHLU� VFKRRO� YLVLW� SURFHVV� LQ� RUGHU�
WR�DWWUDFW�SURVSHFWLYH�DWKOHWHV��/LNH�
UHYLVLW�GD\V�IRU�WKHLU�QRUPDO�DSSOL-
FDQW�FRXQWHUSDUWV��QRZ�WKH�EXUGHQ�
LV� RQ� WKH� VFKRRO� WR� FRQYLQFH� VWX-
GHQWV�WR�DWWHQG�LQ�WKH�IDOO��

³0\� DGYLFH� ZRXOG� EH� WR� WDNH�
LW� HDV\�RQ�\RXUVHOI� DQG�DOZD\V� UH-
PHPEHU� WKDW� \RXU� VSRUW� LV� MXVW� D�
JDPH�DQG�LW�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�IXQ�´�
FRQFOXGHG�&DUUROO�
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FIELD 
REPORT

Boys’ Basketball (5-0)
vs. St. Paul’s, 49-38

Boys’ Squash (2-2)
vs. Loomis Cha!ee, 6-1

Meredith Syms may be reached at 
msyms23@choate.edu

Undefeated Boys’ 
Basketball Beats Taf t

Choate Winter Record
19 - 15 - 2

Girls’ Basketball (2-0)
vs. Kingswood-Oxford, 
53-24

Girls’ Ice Hockey (1-2-2)
vs. Nobles, 2-6

Boys’ Ice Hockey (2-2)
vs. Loomis Cha!ee, 1-7

Wrestling (0-4)
vs. Deerfield, 12-46

Girls’ Squash (2-0)
vs. Squash Haven, 7-0

Boys’ Ice Hockey (0-2)
vs. Deerfield, 5-14

Girls’ Basketball (2-1)
vs. Kingswood-Oxford, 
48-8

Boys’ Basketball (1-1)
vs. Miss Porters, 52-29

Girls’ Squash (1-1)
vs. Squash Haven, 4-3

Varsity Games

J.V. Games

The Great Waiting Game of 
College Recruiting

Post-graduate Emmanuel Callas ’22 goes for a layup.
Photo by Garrett Curtis/The Choate News 

By Mwendwawangai Daisely ’23
Reporter

Choate Boys’ Varsity Bas-
NHWEDOO� FRQWLQXHG� LWV� ZLQQLQJ�
VWUHDN� RQ�:HGQHVGD\��'HFHP-
EHU� �� LQ� D� KRPH� JDPH� DJDLQVW�
7DIW��EHDWLQJ�WKHP��������1RZ�
VWDQGLQJ� DW� ����� WKH� WHDP� KDV�
VKRZQ� JUHDW� SRWHQWLDO� GHVSLWH�
VHYHUDO� DWKOHWHV� SOD\LQJ� DW� WKH�
YDUVLW\� OHYHO� IRU� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH��
³7KHUH� ZHUH� WZR� PDLQ� WKLQJV�
ZH� GLG� LQ� SUHSDUDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�
JDPH� DJDLQVW� 7DIW�´� 3D\WRQ�
*DUFLD�¶���VDLG��³)LUVW��ZH�QHHG-
HG�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�
WKH� ULJKW�SODFH�PHQWDOO\�´�6HF-
RQG��DV�*DUFLD�H[SODLQHG��+HDG�
&RDFK� 'UHZ� 'DZVRQ� VKRZHG�
WKH�WHDP�YLGHRV�RI�.REH�%U\DQW�
DQG�.HPED�:DONHU� WR� GHPRQ-
VWUDWH� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI�PHQ-
WDOLW\��7KH�FOLSV�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�
WKH�NH\�WR�VXFFHVV�LQ�EDVNHWEDOO�
LV� WR��DV�*DUFLD�SXW� LW�� ³EHOLHYH�
LQ�\RXUVHOI�DQG�\RXU�WHDP�´�

7KHVH� SUHSDUDWRU\� PHDVXUHV�
IURP� &RDFK� 'DZVRQ� DSSHDUHG�
QRW� LQ� YDLQ�� DV� WKH� WHDP� VKRZHG�
JUHDW� GHIHQVLYH� WHQDFLW\� DV� ZHOO�
DV� R̆HQVLYH� SURZHVV� LQ� WKHLU�
PDWFKXS��³:H�DOVR�ZDWFKHG�D�ORW�
RI� ¿OP� GXULQJ� WKH�ZHHN�´�*DUFLD�
H[SODLQHG�� ³:H� NQHZ� >7DIW� ZDV@�
JRLQJ� WR� EH� D� FRPSHWLWLYH� WHDP��
3ODQQLQJ�ZKLFK�SOD\V�WR�UXQ�DQG�
ZKDW� GHIHQVH� ZH� ZHUH� JRLQJ� WR�
FRPH�RXW� LQ�ZDV�HVVHQWLDO� WR�RXU�
VXFFHVV�RQ�:HGQHVGD\�´

7KH� VFRUH� UHPDLQHG� FORVH�
IRU� PXFK� RI� WKH� JDPH�� EXW�
&KRDWH¶V� WKLV� SUHSDUDWLRQ� DQG�
GHSWK�RQ� WKH�EHQFK�HYHQWXDOO\�
RYHUFDPH� WKH� 7DIW� VTXDG�� 7DIW�
FDPH� RXW� ZLWK� D� VWURQJ� SUHVV��
WU\LQJ� WR� IRUFH� EDG� VKRWV� IURP�
WKH� &KRDWH� RIIHQVH�� +RZHY-
HU�� DQ� LPSUHVVLYH� GLVSOD\� RI�

FRPSRVXUH� DQG� GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�
from Choate defeated Taft’s 
GHIHQVLYH�VWUDWHJ\��

:LWK� G\QDPLF� SDVVLQJ� DQG�
ZHOO�H[HFXWHG� RIIHQVLYH� SOD\V��
&KRDWH� ZDV� DEOH� WR� JHW� SOHQW\�
RI� JRRG� VKRWV� DW� WKH� EDVNHW� LQ�
WKH�SRVW�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�SHULP-
HWHU��&KRDWH¶V�SDVVLQJ�DELOLWLHV��
SDLUHG� ZLWK� FRQVLVWHQW� VKRRW-
LQJ� DELOLW\�� SURYHG� WRR� PXFK�
IRU� WKH�7DIW� GHIHQVH� DV�&KRDWH�
VWDUWHG� WR� WDNH� D� FRQYLQFLQJ�
OHDG�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�SHULRG��

&KRDWH¶V�GHSWK�RQ�WKH�EHQFK�
ZDV� YLWDO� WR� WKH� JDPH� EHFDXVH�
7DIW¶V� RIIHQVH�ZDV� H[SORVLYH�DW�
PRPHQWV�� ZKLFK� DSSHDUHG� WR�
H[KDXVW� WKH� &KRDWH� VWDUWHUV��
³0H� DQG� VRPH� RWKHU� JX\V� RQ�
WKH�EHQFK�KDYH�LPSRUWDQW�UROHV�
RQ�WKH�WHDP�´�$ODQ�0DVKHQVN\�
¶���VDLG��³(YHQ�WKRXJK�ZH�GRQ¶W�
VWDUW��EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�FRPH�LQ�DQG�
SXW�LQ�D�JRRG�VKLIW�LV�UHDOO\�HV-
VHQWLDO� WR� WKH� WHDP¶V� VXFFHVV��
HVSHFLDOO\� DJDLQVW� D� KLJK�HQ-
HUJ\�WHDP�OLNH�7DIW��,�WKLQN�WKH�
UHLQIRUFHPHQW�WKDW�VRPH�RI�WKH�
JX\V� ZHUH� DEOH� WR� JLYH� RII� WKH�
EHQFK� ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH� UHDVRQV�
ZH�ZRQ�WKH�JDPH�´

7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�EDVNHWEDOO�
JDPH�WKH�%R\V¶�9DUVLW\�WHDP�KDV�
KDG�RQ�LWV�KRPH�FRXUW�LQ�DOPRVW�
WZR�\HDUV��:LWK�&KRDWH�FRQVLV-
WHQWO\�KLWWLQJ�WKUHHV�DQG�D�GXQN�
WKURZQ�GRZQ�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�KDOI�E\�
SRVW�JUDGXDWH� .LOOLDQ� *ULEEHQ�
¶����WKHUH�ZDV�D�ORW�RI�DFWLRQ�WR�
H[FLWH�WKH�IDQV��7KH�HQHUJ\�IURP�
WKH� EOHDFKHUV� ERWK� HQFRXUDJHG�
&KRDWH� DQG� RYHUZKHOPHG� 7DIW��
HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH� ODWWHU� VWDJHV�
ZKHQ� &KRDWH� VWDUWHG� WR� ZLGHQ�
WKH�VFRUH�JDS�

Mwendwawangai Daisley may be 
reached at mdaisley23@choate.edu

By Meredith Syms ’23
Associate Editor

Boys’ Hockey Puts Up a Decisive Win Over Deerfield

Choate faces o! against Deerfield a"er a penalty.
Photo courtesy of Angela Deng/The Choate News

By Jonathan Zhou ’23
Sta! Reporter

Jonathan Zhou may be reached 
at jzhou23@choate.edu

Thirds Games

Boys’ Basketball (1-0)
vs. Kent, 32-27

Graphic by Brian Yip/The Choate News 


