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With a $10 million dona-
tion from investor William 
“Ted” Little ’49 and his wife, 
Fran, the Paul Mellon Arts 
Center Main Stage Theater 
will, for the first time since 
1972, undergo major reno-
vations. The money will be 
given over four or five years, 
with the first payment arriv-
ing this January. 

Headmaster Dr. Alex 
Curtis said that Mr. and Mrs. 
Little’s gift will allow the 
school to bring the PMAC 
into the twenty-first century. 
“I’m thrilled because the Arts 
Center is a very important 
piece of architecture,” Dr. 
Curtis said. “The I.M. Pei 
building was a breakthrough 
at the time. Once again, that 
building will come to the fore-
front of arts and in boarding 
schools around America.”

According to Ms. Kalya 
Yannatos, Director of the 
Arts, the new theater inside 
the PMAC, which will be re-
named the Little Theater, 
will include more sustain-
able lighting, wide, clear-cut 
aisles, and fewer seats. The 
current 770-seat theater will 
be downsized to hold be-
tween 500 and 550 seats. 
Mr. and Mrs. Little’s gift will 
also cover renovations for the 
Chase-Bear Experimental 
Theater and backstage areas 
such as the green room, scene 

shop, and dressing rooms.
Construction on the Lit-

tle Theater will begin after 
Choate’s new auditorium is 
completed. As Dr. Curtis an-
nounced last spring, the au-
ditorium, to be built into the 
hillside behind the current 
PMAC Gallery and slated to 
open in 2018, will include 
1070 seats and serve as a 
venue for all-school meet-
ings, special program events, 
and musical concerts. It will 
be able to hold the school’s 
entire student body, some-
thing the PMAC theater can-
not do. The Little Theater will 
be a more intimate setting for 
theatrical productions and 
dramatic arts. Mr. Little’s do-
nation will not contribute to 
the construction of the audi-
torium.

Mr. Little, who goes by 
Ted, was born in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. After graduating 
from Choate, he served in 
the U.S. Air Force in 1949 
before earning his B.A. and 
M.B.A. at the University of 
Michigan. He and his wife 
have placed little restriction 
on the funds. “Our attitude 
is: The School knows what 
the students need and how it 
should be and how it should 
be done.” Mr. Little said. “I 
only hope that the new the-
ater will be more accessible 
for those who are hearing or 
sight-impaired. I’m hard of 

Ted and Fran Little’s donation will allow Choate to redesign the PMAC auditorium, 
backstage areas, and the Chase-Bear Experimental Theater. 
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STU DEN T COU NCIL: 
TR A NSPAR EN T OR OPAQUE?

Choate students have given the Student Council, which meets every Monday night, mixed 
reviews of its transparency and inclusion initiative.
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OPINION: NATION/WORLD

 By Stephanie Chan ’16
News Editor

The Choate Rosemary 
Hall Board of Trustees 
convened on campus from 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 
to Friday, October 9, 2015  
for one of three Board meet-
ings throughout 2015-2016. 
The Board of Trustees con-
venes three times through-
out the school year — once 
every term  — to examine 
the overall well-being of the 
school and set priorities for 
the development of the insti-
tution. 

The focus of the trustees 
is in improving the strate-
gic vision and ensuring that 
the current administration 
is exercising to the fullest 
extent the central values 
and mission of Choate. Im-
provements and proposals 
are included in the Strategic 
Plan, which outlines broadly 
Choate’s values in cohesion 
and culture, teaching and 
learning, enrollment and 
student outcomes, and com-
munication and outreach. 
Main themes, as discussed 
by the trustees during their 
meeting, include the ability 
of Choate students to think 
independently and critically, 
the spirit to respect their en-
vironment, and the ways to 
improve the world students 
will soon inherit. 

The Board of Trustees 
consists of alumni, parents, 
parents of alumni and other 
Choate-affiliated people. 
Their visit this term began 
with a campus orientation 
for the newest members of 
the Board. Three new mem-
bers joined the Board this 
year — Tal H. Nazer P ’17 
and P ’19, Kenneth G. Bartels 
’60 P ’04, and Anne Sa’adah, 
whose father taught philoso-
phy and Arabic at Choate in 
the 1960s. 

Throughout their visit, 
the trustees attended com-
mittee meetings with those 
involved in Finances, Ad-
mission, College Counseling, 
Buildings and Grounds De-
velopment, Student Life and 
Athletics, Alumni and Par-
ent Relations, Investment, 
Trusteeship, and Audit. The 
topics which trustees exam-
ined in these committees 
ranged from professional 
development of faculty to 
diversity and student life 
on campus. The commit-
tees consisted of trustees, 
administrative staff, faculty 
and student representatives, 
and each committee provid-
ed preliminary discussion 
as a basis for discussion in 

By Victoria Li ’16
Senior Reporter

DRESS CODE 
COMMITTEE 

BEGINS WORK

Following last spring’s 
hotly debated talk to students 
on the dress code, Choate has 
taken the much-needed steps 
and established another com-
mittee geared towards student 
life: the establishment of the 
Dress Code Committee. 

Currently the group in-
cludes faculty members Mr. 
Jesse Minneman, Mrs. Ellen 
Devine, Ms. Judi Williams, 
Mr. Samuel Doak, and Mrs. 
Catherine Velez. The students  
on the committee include Esul 
Burton ’16, Dylan Stafford ’16, 
Cecilia Zhou ’17, Shamari Har-
rington ’18, and Boxuan Su ’18. 
According to Burton, “There’s 
definitely a spectrum on that 
committee and I think that’s 
good because we are each 
representing sections of Cho-
ate.” With a diverse group of 
students and a myriad of opin-
ions, the committee hopes to 
reflect the needs of the Choate 
community as a whole.

The committee’s year-long 

task is to devise a proposal 
amending or affirming the 
existing dress code through 
researching dress codes at 
other peer schools, analyzing 
proposals from various inter-
est groups across campus, and 
gathering input from faculty 
and students who may have 
differing viewpoints. While 
embarking on this endeavor, 
the members had a clear-
cut goal: to propose a new 
dress code policy that reflects 
where Choate is right now, 
as a school, and uphold the 
school’s values. 

According to Burton, “One 
of the reasons that the com-
mittee was created in the first 
place is because last spring 
there was a form meeting that 
caused some controversy. 
The girls were told to stay be-
hind from the form meeting 
and were talked to about the 
dress code. Many of the girls 
thought it was sexist.” Even 
more, Burton stated, “There’s 
been this huge discussion of 

See Dress Code, Page  2

 By Mehreen Pasha ’18
Reporter

By Nathan Chang ’17
Circulation Manager

See Transparency, Page  3

See Trustees, Page  2

In order to efficiently re-
spond to requests from stu-
dents, last spring, Choate’s 
Student Council created four 
subcommittees. One of these 
subcommittees focuses on 
communication and transpar-
ency between the Council and 
other students. Brendan Fer-
guson ’16, Mpilo Norris ’18, 
and Julian Yau ’18, the three 
members of the Communica-
tions Committee, are work-

ing to better convey Student 
Council’s activities and efforts 
to the rest of the student body.

Since the beginning of its 
existence, Choate’s Student 
Council has had an open-door 
policy, so anyone is welcome 
to attend Council meetings. 
Although the Student Council 
has promoted its open-door 
policy more this year, the 
Council does not get many vis-
itors during its meetings. Curi-
ous about the Student Coun-
cil’s open-door policy and its 
transparency, a few reporters 

from The Choate News sat in 
on Student Council meetings.

Lawal recounted that the 
three reporters who went to re-
cent Student Council meetings 
were among the first guests 
to attend a Student Council 
meeting this year. Lawal add-
ed that he had later spoke with 
Ms. Katrina Homan, a former 
faculty adviser to the Student 
Council, who said that in her 
time as a faculty advisor to the 
Council, she had seen very few 



Although winter is ap-
proaching, the way back to 
your dorm may seem a little 
brighter for some odd rea-
son. All you have to do is look 
up and you’ll find the answer: 
LED lamps. High-end light 
emitting diodes, known as 
LEDs, have made an electri-
fying entrance onto Choate’s 
campus, replacing the exist-
ing incandescent lamps. 

According to Frank Pe-
ters, Electrical Supervisor 
for Facilities Services, Cho-
ate’s old incandescent lamps 
are being replaced with LED 
lights for several advanta-
geous reasons. “From a ser-
vice standpoint, anything 
that will extend the time 
between re-lamping is ex-
tremely beneficial. Many of 
these lights are in hard-to-
reach places, and the energy 
savings is substantial due 
to the quantities involved,” 
stated Mr. Peters. He also 
noted that replacing incan-
descent lamps on a frequent 
basis has become a labor-
intensive job, so using LED 
technology would be a more 
efficient alternative, allow-
ing the Facilities Service to 
solve this issue. 

LED technology will have 
a beneficial and sustainable 
impact on Choate’s campus, 

given Choate’s focus on sus-
tainability and energy ef-
ficiency. Moreover, because 
Choate has been heavily in-
volved in the pursuit of sus-
tainable initiatives, such as 
the LEED Platinum status 
of the Lanphier Center and 
the state-of-the-art Kohler 
Environmental Center, Mr. 
Peters noted that it would be 
an obvious choice to use LED 
lamps whenever viable. “For 
Facilities and Choate, the 
benefit of having a lamp that 
will last ten times longer, or 
greater, is a great reason to 
utilize them,” said Mr. Peters. 

Though replacing incan-
descent lamps with LED tech-
nology has many advantages, 
there are some limitations to 
this new change on campus. 
According to Mr. Peters, the 
biggest obstacle is that LED 
lamps are very sensitive to 
heat. As a result, these lamps 
will not be installed in dor-
mitories around campus. As 
Mr. Peters noted, “Many of 
the enclosed fixtures in dor-
mitories now have compact 
fluorescent lamps because 
we found out that the LEDs 
would burn out in a very 
short period of time.” 

Another disadvantage of 
LED technology is the high 
cost. In theory, improve-
ments in technology and 
developments in new inno-
vations should reduce cost; 
however, LED lamps are 

an exception to this theory. 
Generally, LED lamps still 
cost ten times the amount 
of incandescent or fluores-
cent technology. However, 
for Choate, the cost of LED 
lamps has been exceptionally 
low. “For instance, one LED 
flood light at the PMAC cost 
$55, then the cost reduced to 
$33, which we thought was 
great they actually dropped 
to $7.50 a lamp with energy 
rebates. That is quite a differ-
ence in four years’ time. We 
haven’t had to change one 
of those lamps in the gallery 
for over four years now,” ex-
plained Mr. Peters. 

According to Mr. Pe-
ters, there have been sev-

eral challenges in installing 
the new LED technology in 
places around campus. For 
instance, all of the lights in 
the Hill House Dining Hall’s 
chandeliers were changed 
two summers ago. Differ-
ent types of LED lights were 
tested in the many chande-
liers, all of which had differ-
ent dimmer switches, which 
are switches that adjust light 
levels. Given that these LED 
lights were so new, the man-
ufacturer of these lamps “had 
virtually no technical support 
available to help” noted Mr. 
Peters. Stuck in a tough situ-
ation, Facilities Services had 
to almost switch gears and go 
back to incandescent lights. 

However, a dimmer switch 
suitable for the dining hall 
was finally found. 

For members of the Fa-
cilities Services, changing the 
lights will require very little 
effort. The only challenge in 
this case comes in when these 
lamps require dimming ca-
pability, which incandescent 
and fluorescent lights have 
never had a problem with be-
fore at Choate. 

By Saloni Jaiswal ’16
 and Julie Tamura ’16

News Editor and Senior Reporter
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Saloni Jaiswal may 
be reached at            

sjaiswal16@choate.edu. 

Julie Tamura may 
be reached at 

jtamura16@choate.edu. 

Taking another step toward sustainable energy, Choate has introduced LED lights around campus.
Photo by Alex Ejimofor/The Choate News

‘Is our dress code cisnorma-
tive?’, ‘Is it too strict, is it too 
casual?’, and ‘What standard 
are we trying to uphold?’ As a 
committee we want to reflect 
on those questions and come 
up with a dress code that’s a 
lot more clear and causes less 
stress between faculty and 
students.”

Many Choate students 
and faculty believe that the 
current dress code needs 
some adjustments and that 
the school should enforce 
a more lax dress code that 
mandates appropriateness 
and lacks ambiguity. 

Mr. James Davidson, 
an HPRSS faculty member, 
suggested a dress code that 
covers the bases of “neat, 
clean, and good coverage.” 
He said, “I realize that it 
gets more complicated 
when you talk about length 
of skirts or shorts. I think 
that we could be much sim-
pler and clearer.” This may 
seem familiar, for Phillips 
Andover Academy enforces 
a dress code in which “stu-
dents dress informally but 
with a sense of propriety.” 

The first meeting tackled 
the issue of identifying what 
the dress code looks like 
now, what people are say-
ing about it, and what issues 
need to be addressed. As of 
right now, students not in-
volved in the committee are 
not able to submit propos-
als. Currently, committee 
meetings are behind closed 
doors. However, students on 
the committee are currently 
creating surveys and focus 
groups to extend the discus-
sions held during committee 
meetings. The committee 
recognizes that it’s crucial to 
take the feelings of the com-
munity into account and not 
limit the discussions to sole-
ly their personal opinions. 

However, like any new 
endeavor, the committee is 
anticipating its share of po-
tential obstacles. The biggest 
challenge thus far is not being 
able to ensure that a future 
proposal will be initiated. Ac-
cording to Burton, “Even if 
we, as a committee, come to a 
consensus, we don’t have any 
certainty that that’s going to 
be taken to the next level be-
cause we’re only a committee 
and the final decision about 
the dress code is not really in 
our hands.” There is also the 
matter of coming to a con-
sensus within the committee 
itself, which proves to be a 
challenge considering every-
one’s varying opinions on the 
philosophy of the dress code.

For now, the discussion 

of amending the dress code 
has only begun. However, 
with the committee’s strict 
agenda and various methods 
of reaching out to students 
and faculty throughout the 
school year, the future looks 
bright. Who knows? Maybe 
Choate students will be seen 
wearing blue jeans to class in 
the near future.

Mehreen Pasha 
may be reached at              

mpasha18@choate.edu.

DRESS 
CODE 

REVIEWED

Continued from Page 1

During its visit to Choate,  Choate’s Board of Trustees gathered for a celebratory ground-
breaking on the construction site of the new St. John Hall.

Photo courtesy of Ross Mortensen

an executive committee for 
Choate’s long-term develop-
ment. In addition, the Board 
of Trustees, with Headmas-
ter Dr. Alex Curtis, attended 
a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the new St. John Hall on 
Friday, October 9. 

A highlight of the Board’s 
visit was the Student Life and 
Athletics Committee meet-
ing, in which the Student 
Council and student repre-
sentatives from student or-
ganizations such as Sexual 
Minorities and Straight Sup-
porters (SMASS) and Choate 
Diversity Student Associa-
tion (CDSA) communicated 
with the trustees concern-
ing social issues of concern 
on campus. Rosetta Lee, 
Choate’s feature speaker at 
the 2014 Choate Diversity 
Day, joined the conversa-
tion and focused on a survey 
which Choate students, fac-
ulty and staff completed this 
past spring that asks about 
the diversity culture and so-
cial justice issues on campus. 
The session focused on the 
importance for academic in-
stitutions such as Choate to 
consider cultural competen-
cy as a major conversation in 
the administration. Student 

Body President Tomi Lawal 
’16 commented, “The school 
is looking to foster well-
roundedness in being socially 
aware.”

The Board of Trustees 
ended the week with a gen-
eral meeting in the Andrew 
Mellon Library Reading 
Room, which was attended 
by senior administrative 
staff, Lawal, and Judicial 
Committee Chair Singhei 
Yeung ’16. Topics included a 
curriculum review aimed at 
improving Choate’s academ-
ic curriculum. The discus-
sion was based on a survey 
last spring that asked for the 
opinions of the student body 
on Choate’s curriculum as of 
now.  The curriculum review 
coincides with Choate’s first 
year of fully administering 
the culminating experience 
program, which replaces 
trimester exams at the end 
of each term and provides 
an opportunity for cumula-
tive projects and more col-
laborative work. Based on 
the curriculum survey, focus 
committees such as the Com-
mittee for Health, Wellness, 
and Readiness for Adult Life, 
The Scheduling Committee, 
and the Committee on Diver-
sity Inclusion and Social Jus-
tice were made to examine 

and propose revisions to the 
current Choate curriculum. 
The Trustees demonstrated 
an emphasis on skills such 
as being able to think outside 
the box, the ability to com-
municate clearly, willingness 
to collaborate. In addition, 
the meeting also included 
conversation about Choate’s 
endowment and discussion 
about the annually increas-
ing tuition and its impact on 
Choate’s application pool. 
“I was really pleased to hear 
that [the increasing tuition] 
was a conversation they’re 
having,” Lawal said. 

“The board members are 
very committed to the future 
growth of Choate,” Mr. John 
Cobb, faculty member and 
member of the Alumni and 
Parent Relations commit-
tee, noted. Ms. Megan Shea, 
another faculty member and 
member of the Alumni and 
Parent Relations commit-
tee, said, “We are in a pretty 
good place as a school. I am 
confident that the different 
priorities that the board sets 
will align with the values of 
the school and we will see 
improvements.”

Victoria Li 
may be reached at  
vli16@choate.edu.

TRUSTEES MEET AT CHOATE

hearing, so my wife and I sug-
gested that it would be nice to 
provide those benefits.”  

Mr. Little’s donation, ac-
cording to Mr. Dan Courcey, 
Executive Director of Devel-
opment and Alumni Rela-
tions, may have been influ-
enced by his grandson Kohl 
Weisman’s ’15 involvement in 
Choate’s arts program. (Last 
spring, Weisman was award-
ed the Francis Lemoyne Page 
Prize for Outstanding Contri-
bution in the Creative Arts.) 
“While Ted and Fran never 
told us directly, I suspect wit-
nessing all the extraordinary 
things their grandson expe-
rienced here had a direct im-
pact on their decision to come 
forward with this gift,” said 
Mr. Courcey.

Mr. Little explained that 
he was also spurred on by his 
failing health. Three years 
ago he went blind and, soon 
after, developed a terminal 
kidney disease. “During all of 
that,” Mr. Little said, “it be-
came clear to me that because 
of my limited time, I needed 
to do something significant 
for the school. My wife and 
I were talking one night, and 
we decided that we wanted to 
be a part of the theater.”

Since construction on 
the Little Theater will not 
begin immediately, the Arts 
Department plans to use the 
next few months to examine 
its programs and courses. 
Mr. Little’s donation arrives 
amid a school-wide cur-
riculum review, and the Arts 
Department will be able to 
design and tailor the Little 
Theater to both accommo-
date the needs of students 
and fit a new vision of the 
Choate Arts Program.

Ms. Yannatos said, “The 
construction of the Little 
Theater grants us the oppor-
tunity to imagine and dream 
in new ways about how our 
programs might express 
themselves and how they 

serve the students. I hope 
there will be a lot of inform-
ing back and forth. Programs 
informing space, space help-
ing to inform and inspire 
programs, and doing things 
that we maybe haven’t been 
able to do before because the 
space was not accessible or 
appropriate.” 

Throughout his years, 
Mr. Little has shown great 
commitment to Choate. In 
2009, he funded the Heads 
of Schools Bust Project, lo-
cated outside of the Sally 
Hart Lodge. Mr. Little later 
supported the construction 
of Phoebe House, the new 
Headmaster’s house that 
was completed in 2013. In 
2014, Mr. Little was given 
the Distinguished Service 
Award. That same year, 
Mr. and Mrs. Little joined 
a handful of supporters of 
Choate’s Beyond the Class-
room initiative by establish-
ing the Ted Little ’49 Fam-
ily Beyond the Classroom 
Fund, which lends financial 
support to students who 
could not otherwise afford 
to participate in certain ex-
tracurricular activities.

Mr. Little said, “I devel-
oped a lot of pride in being 
at Choate, and I developed 
a very strong feeling about 
the School, about being in a 
special place. I made friends 
that I’m still close to.” To 
this day, Mr. Little attri-
butes his success as an in-
vestor and entrepreneur to 
his Choate education. 

He went on, “Choate ba-
sically saved my life. As a 
young man, the only ambi-
tion I had was to play pro-
fessional basketball, but 
Choate put me on a path to 
accomplish something with 
my life. I certainly felt a 
strong obligation to some-
how repay the school for 
what it did for me.”

DONATION TO 
RENOVATE PMAC

Continued from Page 1

Stephanie Chan 
may be reached at               

schan16@choate.edu.

LED LIGHTS INSTALLED AROUND CAMPUS

“We want to come 
up with a dress 
code that’s a lot 
more clear and 
causes less stress 
between faculty 
and students.”.”

Esul Burton ’16

Continued from Page 1



Heating systems around Choate, such as the one shown above from the Andrew Mellon Library, 
are very different from each other, and are quite more complicated than they appear to be.
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CHOATE’S HEATING SYSTEM DECRYPTED

And Facilities said, “Let 
there be heat,” and there was 
heat.

As autumn morphs into 
winter, students inevitably be-
gin the annual round of com-
plaints about the belated heat 
in dorms. From the average 
student’s perspective, the un-
derlying workings of the heat-
ing system consist of someone 
sitting in a dark room flipping 
a magical switch. Alan Luo ’18 
said the other day, “I know 
that there are systems in place 
to optimize when the heating 
comes on and that the Lan-
phier Center has…” he paused. 
“Actually, I don’t know. I don’t 
know anything.” Here’s how 
Jeff Niu ’16 put it: “I live in a 
room. Heat goes in. There is a 
heating system.” 

Many think that, when 
summer’s finally over and 
the cold creeps onto campus, 
Community Safety comes 
around to each dorm and 
turns on the heating units. 
Incorrect. Choate’s heating 
system is far more intricate 
and sophisticated. 

Mr. Steve Cahoon, Man-
ager of Energy Management 
Systems, graciously explained 
how the heating system is 

turned on, the different types 
of systems, and how the 
school maximizes energy ef-
ficiency. Regarding the first, 
computer systems are in place 
to determine the optimal time 
to enable the heat. Naturally, 
the primary consideration is 
outdoor air temperature, spe-
cifically when it starts to con-
sistently fall below 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit in the evenings. 
For example, even though 
students felt an early fall chill, 
the average temperature this 
fall only dipped down to 50 
degrees Fahrenheit for a few 
days. Therefore, since the av-
erage temperature has not 
consistently been 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit or lower, the heat-
ing in buildings such as dorms 
has not turned on yet. 

After the heat is enabled, 
students and faculty can 
typically then turn on and 
control temperatures on a 
room-by-room basis. Some 
dorms also have thermo-
stats in faculty apartments, 
so that faculty can control at 
what temperature the heat 
turns on for that dorm. 

Heating systems vary con-
siderably across campus, ac-
cording to the type of building 
and how recently it was built 
or renovated. These include 
steam, hot water, radiator, 

fan, forced air, heat pump, 
and electrical. The more re-
cently renovated dorms tend 
to have fan units that use hot 
water in each room, while 
older dorms, such as Squire 
Stanley, have big radiators 
that use steam or hot water. 
Lanphier uses a forced air 
system, meaning that each 
room contains a device that 
changes the amount and tem-
perature of the air that enters 
the room, allowing individual 
rooms to be heated or cooled. 
The KEC, as well as Bernhard 
and Tenney, use heat pump 
units as part of a geother-
mal well system. As students 
who have taken physics may 
vaguely recall, instead of de-
pending on outside air tem-
perature, this system runs 
beneath the ground, where 
the more stable temperature 
acts as a source or sink for 
heat, depending on the sea-
son. In the winter, when un-
derground is warmer than the 
air,  it enables a more efficient 
transfer of heat. 

Thanks to the efforts of 
organizations such as the C-
Proctors, most students are 
well versed in methods of 
heat conservation: close win-
dows to minimize heat loss 
and turn off the heat during 
the day. Mr. Cahoon stressed 

the importance of the for-
mer: “We’ve had issues where 
pipes have frozen because it 
got cold enough with the draft 
through the open window.” 
He added, “So, especially for 
vacations, it’s important to 
close the window.”  

The heating systems them-
selves are also designed to be 
energy efficient. For example, 
since classroom buildings and 
office areas tend to be vacant 

in the evenings and weekends, 
the temperature is lowered 
during those times. Newer 
buildings, such as Lanphier, 
also have additional systems 
in place to conserve energy. 
For example, the glass win-
dows are designed to minimize 
heat loss. As Mr. Cahoon sum-
marized, “We try to conserve 
where can, but we also try to 
maintain comfort level.” He 
explained, “We try to get new-

er, energy efficient equipment 
that make it easier to heat and 
cool the buildings.” 

Thus, the great mystery 
of the Choate heating sys-
tem is solved. Although, with 
the variety of heat systems 
around campus, students 
may be best off just wearing 
an extra sweater.

 Jessica Shi ’17
Staff Reporter

Jessica Shi may be reached 
at jshi17@choate.edu.

2015 Diversity Day 
speaker Rosetta Lee re-
turned to campus last 
Wednesday and Thursday 
to meet with students and 
faculty members about di-
versity issues at Choate. 
Lee’s visit was part of a fol-
low-up discussion based on 
a diversity survey adminis-
tered by Choate’s Diversity 
Education Committee, and 
Lee met with several stu-
dent groups, faculty mem-
bers, staff members, and 
the Board of Trustees. 

The DEC conducted the 
survey in May in an effort to 
better understand percep-
tions of climate and culture 
on campus, and ultimately 
ensure that Choate’s campus 
was on in which everyone felt 
included. The AIM, or As-
sessment of Inclusivity and 
Multiculturalism, was ad-
ministered through the Na-
tional Association of Inde-
pendent Schools (NAIS) and 
made available to students, 
faculty, staff, current parents, 
recent alumni and trustees. 

Lee’s visit is the second 
step in this climate assess-
ment process, and her visit 
provided the opportunity 
to go beyond the headlines 
to better understand sur-
vey results. Lee’s familiarity 
with Choate and her exper-

tise in this area made her 
the ideal candidate to return 
to campus and help stu-
dents appreciate difference 
and respect one another.

The survey, created by 
the National Association 
of Independent Schools 
(NAIS) and used by experts 
and practitioners around 
the country, was originally 
developed through a think 
tank group hosted by NAIS 
named “Call to Action.” The 
survey includes questions 
that are developed to try 
and measure multicultural-
ism and diversity at schools. 
Students respond to the 
questions by selecting an 
option on a scale ranging 
from “completely disagree” 
to “completely agree.” For 
example, a question might 
be, “I feel I can be myself 
at my school.” The data was 
returned for this survey last 
May, and Lee was asked 
to help interpret the data 
by talking to students and 
hearing their stories. 

Although Lee was hap-
py to see the enormous 
amount of energy displayed 
at last year’s Diversity Day, 
she treasured her recent 
opportunity to work with 
small groups of students 
and hear their stories. She 
met with various classes, 
hosted evening sessions, 
and met with students dur-
ing A and B blocks this past 

Wednesday. During these 
sessions, Lee talked with 
students about gender, 
sexuality, race, socio-eco-
nomic status, and specific 
Choate programs, such as 
the Beyond the Classroom 
Fund, that feed into various 
topics relating to diversity. 
She also met with small 
groups of faculty members 
to discuss these topics—in 
particular, she hosted a 
workshop on inclusivity in 
athletics for all interscho-
lastic coaches. 

Fraynette Familia ’16 
commented, “During the 
session I realized that those 
who need to hear about 
equality and separation is-
sues tend to shy away from 
the subject, or we don’t 
address it as a whole cam-
pus; we end up neglecting 
the situation. She inspired 
me to never let anything 
slide. Every opportunity to 
let people in on my experi-
ences, let’s say, as a Latina 
student, is an opportunity 
to change someone’s per-
spective.” Familia, like 
many others at her shorter 
session that was held dur-
ing classes on Wednesday, 
realized she could do some-
thing to make a change in 
the way Choate sees diver-
sity. Familia also said, “I re-
alized that, as a senior and 
as president of Hispanic-
Latino Forum, it is impor-
tant to set the tone for the 
younger students. I would 
hate for someone to feel ex-
cluded because they speak 
differently, learn different-
ly, or otherwise. Choate is 
too good of an environment 
to succumb to ignorance 
and exclusivity.”

Victoria Li ’16 also at-
tended a session specifical-
ly geared towards prefects 
and felt that she was able 
to get a sense of the differ-
ent perspectives held by her 
fellow prefects on Choate’s 
diversity and inclusion. Li 
commented, “It was per-
sonally very interesting to 
hear what my peer prefects 
had to say and to hear their 
perspectives on diversity 
and acceptance on cam-
pus. I was inspired to com-

municate with my peers 
more.” Li also felt that she 
was able to walk away with 
a newfound sense of Cho-
ate’s multiculturalism. “I 
think the session provided 
a platform for not only Ro-
setta Lee to learn, but also 
for me to get a more holistic 
scope of Choate’s culture. I 
was able to find out more of 
how some people thought 
the school was divided.” 

Thao Pham ’16 attend-
ed Lee’s Board of Trust-
ees meeting on Thursday, 
which aimed to review the 
ways schools view diver-
sity and how to obtain a 
greater sense of inclusiv-
ity. According to Pham, 
“Diversity shouldn’t be su-
perficially viewed based on 
external appearance and 
surface-level stereotypes. 
Diversity applies to every-
one, even those that soci-
ety would deem as regular, 
since it’s multifaceted and 
encompasses many aspects 
of your life. Therefore all 
those identifiers, such as 
race, age, socioeconomic 
status and so forth, should 
be taken into account.”

According to Lee, “Cho-
ate is trying to do big-pic-
ture things that allow for 
more diversity and for be-
ing a more aware commu-
nity. Teachers are working 
on trying to incorporate 
that into the curriculum, 
and students groups are 
trying to create dialogue 
and safety in the commu-
nity.” Moving forward, she 
would like to see students 
take the time to fully listen 
to each other and accept the 
fact that people have differ-
ent realities that span an 
entire spectrum. For Lee, 
“If someone can tell a story 
without people telling them 
they’re being too sensitive 
or too politically correct, I 
think we can actually have 
dialogue and find that good 
people with good inten-
tions come to a greater un-
derstanding of each other’s 
intentions.”

Rosetta Lee spoke on diversity, inclusion, and multiculturalism 
to Choate students and faculty during her revisit. 
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Dagny Belak may be reached 
at dbelak16@choate.edu.

 Dagny Belak ’16
Senior Reporter

2015 DIVERSITY EDUCATOR RETURNS
Continued from Page 1

Nathan Chang may 
be reached at

 nachang@choate.edu.

NEW TRANSPARENCY 
OF STUDENT COUNCIL

visitors. In response to the stu-
dents sitting in on the meeting, 
the members of the Council 
were curious and a little un-
easy, not, they say, because 
they were worried about out-
side people listening to their 
discussion, but because it was 
the first time they had mul-
tiple visitors at once. A week 
before this incident, a reporter 
for The Choate News had also 
attended a Student Council 
meeting on assignment, which 
was much different from the 
second incidence in which a 
group of reporters arrived.

Despite its open-door 
policy regarding visitors, the 
Council prefers that students 
either e-mail the Council or tell 
a member that they will be at-
tending a meeting. According 
to Dr. Lauren Martini, one of 
the Council’s faculty advis-
ers, this suggestion is mainly 
because students will find 
some meetings more interest-
ing than others. She added, 
“Sometimes we’re just orga-
nizing who’s going to do Daily 
Grind and sometimes, we dis-
cuss the issues that the kids are 
bringing in from the class com-
mittee meetings. These meet-
ings are the really interesting 
ones,” explained Dr. Martini.

Student Council President 
Tomi Lawal ’16 also clarified 
that visitors only need to e-
mail him or a member of the 
Council if they will join the 
meeting as guests who want to 
work with the Council. For in-
stance, club presidents looking 
to host events with the Coun-
cil or suggest charities for the 
Daily Grind should e-mail a 
Student Council representa-
tive before they come to the 
meeting, so that event can be 
added to the meeting’s agenda. 
Lawal further explained that if 

one wants to listen to the Stu-
dent Council meeting discus-
sion and not actively partici-
pate in the meeting, then he or 
she does not have to e-mail.

With the goal of better in-
forming the student body in 
mind, the Communications 
Committee recently created 
a Student Council website, 
which is available through the 
Choate Portal. This website in-
cludes weekly meeting notes, 
the constitution, and a discus-
sion board for students to use. 

Lawal described the site 
as “a venue for all Choate stu-
dents to be able to use.” “I 
think it really helps us take 
initiative and focus on certain 
things that we hear from our 
classmates,” he added.

The Student Council web-
site’s purpose is to solve a 
problem that has existed in the 
past, and even in the present: 
the problem is that not every-
one at Choate is aware of what 
Student Council is working 
on. For example, fifth-former 
Naomi Chang ’17 mentioned 
that although she does not 
have a clear idea of what the 
Student Council is currently 
doing, she believes that the 
new website will make it easier 
for members of the Council to 
communicate with the rest of 
the student body. 

“It’s good that they ad-
dressed the problem of trans-
parency to try and fix it in the 
long run. I think it’s definitely 
better than it was my first two 
years at Choate. I don’t feel 
like there’s necessarily a strong 
connection between the stu-
dents and Student Council, 
but at least an attempt is being 
made to try to lessen the gap,” 
explained Sofia Esquibies ’17.
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WHY AREN’T ASIANS “PEOPLE OF COLOR”?

By Esul Burton ’16
Senior Writer

At Choate, Asians are neither white nor considered minorities. They’re somewhere in between.

For the longest time, I 
thought Asians existed 

in a special realm of racial 
identity. Asians weren’t 
white, I knew that. But I 
also knew that they weren’t 
black, Hispanic, or Native 
American. As a Korean in 
the United States, I was a 
minority, sure, but I was 
never asked to consider my-
self a “person of color.” What 
category did I belong in?

When I came to Choate, 
I didn’t think once to call 
myself a student of color. I 
knew other minorities–non-
Asian minorities–had fac-
ulty resources on campus. 
C. Lord was the guy all my 
friends of color talked about. 
But I would never speak a 
word to C. Lord (who left 
the school in 2014), not out 
of choice but out of categori-
cal circumstance. 

Later, it was Mr. Bynum 
and Mr. McCatty. I never 
wondered why I, and other 
Asian students, weren’t part 
of this group, this illusive 
gathering of “students of 
color.” Without realizing it, 
I slowly became comfort-
able with being a present 
but forgotten minority.  

I don’t remember when I 
first had the eureka moment 
of realizing that I, too, on 
the basis of not having white 

skin, should be a student of 
color. Maybe it was less of 
a eureka moment and more 
of a slow wave rolling onto 
the shore, bumping against 
me as I entered my junior 
year. It was August of 2014 
when I became conscious of 
race. As I watched the Fer-
guson protests and every-
thing else, I started thinking 
about who I was—a pale yel-
low question mark of bira-
cial confusion. 

Today, I comfortably,  
perhaps even preferably, 
identify as a student of col-
or, but I know that many of 
my Asian peers don’t, not 
because they don’t want to 
but because they don’t know 
to. How would we? We are 
the “model minority,” the 
residents of a well-consid-
ered, but overlooked Other 
(Asian) America. I have to 
admit, being a model mi-
nority sometimes makes 
me guilty. It seems selfish, 
unfair even, to demand that 
I be part of a group of stu-
dents of color when in many 
ways, Asians are thriv-
ing in this country. Asian-

Americans lead other racial 
groups, including whites, 
in income and education. 
Asian-Americans are dis-
proportionally represented 
in universities, and the aver-
age Asian-American woman 
earns more than the average 
white woman to every white 
man’s dollar. 

Yet, it isn’t perfect. We 
are often unseen on televi-
sion, in the movie theater, 
and in the halls of Congress. 
We suffer from “positive 
stereotyping,” the kind of 
stereotyping that can be 
disguised as a compliment, 
but really serves to diminish 
Asian-Americans to nothing 
else but caricatures–friend-
ly Mr. and Mrs. Ching-
Chong-Changs who know 
nothing but their textbooks, 
have hard-working parents 
who run laundromats or 
restaurants, and are sent to 
their graves if they get any-
thing less than an A+. 

These are the kind of 
things that we don’t truly 
address as a community. 
It’s as if someone once 
looked at the raw numbers, 
decided that Asians are do-
ing all right on their own, 
and, thus, don’t need to 
be heard. This is as ridicu-
lous as saying that having a 
black president means that 
the community no longer 
needs to engage with black 
issues, or that the legaliza-

tion of same-sex marriage 
means that SMASS no lon-
ger serves a purpose. 

I wish we had a vo-
cal Asian affinity group on 
campus, I really do. There 
are issues brewing beneath 
the pristine surface of the 
model minority label and it 
shocks me that we haven’t 
acted on this yet. That’s a 
step that we, as Asian stu-
dents on this campus, have 
to take. But the burden of 
making ourselves heard and 
making a space for our is-
sues shouldn’t entirely be 
on us. The first step is rec-
ognizing Asians students as 
students as color, affirm-
ing that there is a space of 
Asians among other minor-
ity students on campus. 
Many Asian students aren’t 
race-conscious because 
they’ve become used to a 
society that is entirely com-
fortable forgetting their ex-
istence. This doesn’t mean 
that things should stay this 
way. If we as a society want 
to be an engaged and inclu-
sive community, it means 
giving Asians their place at 
Choate. I shouldn’t be treat-
ed as an in-betweener. No 
other Asian on this campus 
should be either. 

FOLLOWING SERVICE DAY, LET’S WASTE LESS FOOD

Esul Burton is a sixth former 
from Seoul, South Korea. 
She may be reached at 
eburton16@choate.edu.

Asian students 
deal with issues 

for which no 
campus groups 

lend a hand.

By Lauren Lamb ’17
Staff Writer

I remember tattling on my 
younger brother to our 

parents when I was around 
eight.  He had insisted that 
our baby-sitter remove a 
brown bit from the banana he 
had been eating, so she cut off 
half of the banana and threw 
the perfectly edible part of 
the fruit into the garbage.  
Younger me believed that 
this act was worthy of some 
sort of discipline or at least 
acknowledgement of my little 
brother’s wrongdoing.  Today 
at Choate, I believe that many 
people need to acknowledge 
the fact that they are wast-
rels, and, even more than 
that, actually care that the 
food on their plates doesn’t 
end up being thrown away.  

Choate students can be 
terribly hypocritical. We ded-
icate an entire day to Com-
munity Service, where stu-
dents watch a movie intended 
to educate its viewers about 
both domestic and interna-
tional hunger, and for several 
hours package food to send 

to those in need in American 
and Haiti—an experience that 
is often forgotten in a mat-
ter of days. We then head to 
the Dining Hall, load a plate 
with food, eat half on what’s 
piled there, and toss the rest 
down the conveyor belt. Some 
might even complain about 
eating too much food and 
looking “fat.” Choate students 
waste so much food that I 
cannot fathom how many 
hungry people simply their 
leftovers could feed.  

I watch untouched food 
leave my line of vision as it 
rides the conveyor belt into 
the kitchen, and I can’t help 
but think about how over-
privileged Choate students 
can be and how little we ap-
preciate what we have.  

I waste food sometimes; 
I won’t lie. But it is a rare 
occasion, and I always feel 
bad about it, because food 
that has been produced 
to nourish me is just go-
ing in the trash. Some stu-
dents waste food like it’s 
no big deal: plates full of 
untouched food perpetually 
crowd the conveyer belt—
even a bowl of fresh rasp-

berries seems to not appeal 
to certain “high-class” stu-
dents among our ranks.  

Some students even 
waste food that they spend 
their parents’ or their own 
hard-earned money to buy.  
Garbage cans in the Lanphier 
Center are littered with half 
finished lattes, espressos, 
and milkshakes, along with 
near-full containers of fruit. 
When some students order 
take-out, they choose to dis-
card the leftovers rather than 
wrap them up for later.  

Like the movie of Service 
Day told us, the world has 
enough resources for no one 
to suffer from food insecu-
rity.  Hunger is a universal 
problem; we can’t pretend 
that there aren’t people starv-
ing in other countries, in oth-
er states, or right down the 
street. Though small actions 
made by individuals may not 
be able to directly reduce hun-
ger around the world, those 
who are fortunate enough to 
be food-secure should at least 
be more appreciative of what 
they have. I grew up with food 
on my plate and a roof over my 
head, but so many people did 

not; in my opinion, it’s down-
right disrespectful to take the 
opportunities, so arbitrarily 
given to us, for granted.  

The C-Proctors try to 
encourage clean plates, but 
clean plate raffles are not 
strong enough incentives 
for kids to finish all the food 
on their plates. Members of 
a community need to look 
within themselves to reduce 
waste. I genuinely feel like 
a bad person when I waste 
even a small piece of food, 
and I am often unable to 
comprehend how other peo-
ple don’t feel the same. 

Thinking about the food 
we’re putting on our plates 
before we actually put it there 
can really help us reduce 
our waste.  If you don’t think 
you’re hungry enough to eat 
a whole waffle, don’t make a 
full one; if you think the Brus-
sels sprouts look amazing, still 
only take a couple so you can 
taste it and then see if you like 
them. Be conscious of the food 
you put on your plate.  

Lauren Lamb is a fifth 
former from Weston, CT. 
She may be reached at 
llamb17@choate.edu.
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By Shrenik Agrawal ’17
Staff Writer

Shrenik Agrawal is a fifth 
former from Southington, 
CT. He may be reached at 
sagrawal17@choate.edu.
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Over a month ago, during 
his Convocation speech, 

School President Tomi La-
wal ’16 called for inclusion 
at Choate. In one obvious 
way, however, we do not live 
up to this standard. Lack of 
community togetherness at 
Choate is undermined by 
negative feelings that some 
Choate students have to-
wards recruited athletes.

Postgraduate students 
(PGs) repeat their senior year 
at a different highschool. 
This year, Choate has more 
than 20 PGs—they are most-
ly athletes, and some have al-
ready committed to colleges. 

Some students believe 
that returning seniors’ chanc-
es of getting into outstanding 
and popular universities are 
greatly diminished because 
so many PGs have already 
committed to these colleges. 
Whether there is any proof 
to support this theory or not, 
it is nevertheless generally 
accepted, and it does makes 
sense. Universities tend to 
look for diversity in their stu-
dent body, which means that 
they probably will not admit 
twenty students from the 
same school. Once they meet 
the new group of PGs, many 
students reconsider applying 
to schools that they had pre-
viously selected as their first 
choice, since they now do not 
believe that they have a vi-
able shot of being accepted.

A healthy level of com-
petition pushes students to 
perform well in school, and 
it may help students achieve 
what they did not know was 
possible. On the other hand, 
the cutthroat competitive-
ness that some of our se-
niors display is something 
that should worry the stu-
dent body and the admin-
istration. Students are un-
derstandably nervous about 
college, but the desire for 
one’s own personal success 
should not conflict with the 
sincere hope for another’s 
success. It is horrible to see 
jealous students tearing 
apart their peers’ creden-
tials after they have gotten 
into great schools based on 
athletic merit. 

Another cause of the dis-
like towards athletic recruits 
is a sense of entitlement. 

Some seniors, who believe 
that PGs are “stealing their 
spot” at prestigious colleges, 
assume that their GPAs and 
test scores make them “bet-
ter candidates,” while fail-
ing to account for hard work 
and dedication that athletes 
must put in to succeed in 
their sport. 

Some recognize the dif-
ficulty of being good enough 
at a sport to play in college, 
but their comments often 
remain incredibly dismis-
sive of postgraduates’ ac-
complishments, whether on 
the field or in the classroom. 
Such returning students be-
lieve that after the hard work 
that they have put in, the 
Admission Office is slapping 
them in the face by bringing 
in new students who will get 
into college without having 
put in the same amount of 
work. They fail to consider 
that for every late night that 
a four-year senior weathered 
to finish an essay, a PG may 
have been in the gym work-
ing to get better at his or her 
sport, while also working 
hard to excel as a student. 
Athletic recruits are taxed 
with balancing time-con-
suming sports with chal-
lenging academics, and they 
too deserve respect for the 
amount of work that they do. 

The underlying problem 
with inclusivity at Choate 
here is not that the School 
has become “too athletic” 
or whether recruits do or do 
not deserve to attend amaz-
ing schools based on athletic 
merit. Instead, the issue is 
that no matter how inclusive 
we say we are, we do not all 
support each other. Some 
seniors see the success of 
athletic recruits as a detri-
ment to the success of the 
rest of the class. They sepa-
rate them from other stu-
dents. They see the recruits 
as outsiders who will make 
it harder for them to get into 
the colleges they want to get 
into. They should regard re-
cruited athletes as talented 
peers who should be com-
mended not only for their 
athletic prowess, but also for 
their intellectual strength.

INCLUSIV IT Y FOR 
RECRUITED ATHLETES



Nobel Peace Prize 
Awarded to Tunisian 
Group
The Nobel Peace Prize 
Committee has given 
the prestigious award 
to the Tunisian National 
Dialogue Quartet. This 
group worked to build 
a democracy in Tunisia 
and to promote dialogue 
between opposing sides 
following the Jasmine 
Revolution in 2011. 
The group consists of 
a labor union, a trade 
confederation, a group 
of lawyers, and a human 
rights organization.

President of FIFA 
Suspended
President of the Fédéra-
tion Internationale de 
Football Association 
(FIFA) Sepp Blatter has 
been suspended for 90 
days. Under pressure 
after facing accusations 
of corruption, Blatter has 
announced that he will 
step down as president 
of the organization next 
May. Blatter has also 
been accused of accept-
ing money from sports 
firms and giving pay-
ments to other football 
officials in Europe. 
Additionally, the United 
States Justice Depart-
ment and the Swiss 
attorney general are also 
investigating Blatter. 

Banks Pledge More 
Money to Combat 
Climate Change
The World Bank and 
other development 
banks have pledged 
to give an additional 
$15 billion per year by 
2020 to fight climate 
change. The target set 
last year was to eventu-
ally increase funding for 
this cause to $100 billion 
a year. The money will 
be given to help devel-
oping countries fund 
operations including 
building sea walls, more 
heat-resistant highways, 
and relocating low-lying 
communities impacted 
by rising sea levels.

“Queen of Ivory” Arr- 
ested and Charged
Yang Feng Glan, a Chi-
nese woman nicknamed 
the “Queen of Ivory,” 
was arrested in Tanzania. 
She has smuggled over 
700 elephant tusks out 
of the country, worth 2.5  
million dollars. Tanzania 
has lost about two-thirds 
of its elephants in the 
last decade due to wide-
spread poaching of the 
animals.

 TODAY IN HISTORY: MARIE ANTOINETTE IS BEHEADED AFTER BEING CONVICTED OF TREASON (1793)
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T
he grossly oversimplified 
politicization of the recent 

massacre at Umpqua Com-

munity College in Oregon has 

again sparked a national con-

versation on the effectiveness 

of ‘common sense’ gun control 

laws. The proposed measures, 
however, are abstract, cater to 
individuals, and impractical.  
Gun violence statistics point 

to a more dire issue: homicides 
as a result of drug-related vio-

lence. 

Leftist pundits have been 
attempting to legitimize gun 

reform by championing uni-
versal background checks. This 
demonstrates an alarming ig-

norance towards how gun sales 
actually work in this country. 

These people have been so good 
at perpetuating these misun-

derstandings that many would 
be shocked to find out that 
background checks are already 
required for every single com-

mercial firearm transaction, 
making guns the most highly 

regulated consumer product in 
the United States. Since 1938, 
commercial firearm transfer-

rers have had to be licensed by 
the government. 

Commercial gun sellers are 

bound by federal law to con-

duct a criminal background 
check on all individuals pur-

chasing a firearm. This revela-

tion also extinguishes the myth 

of the ‘gun show loophole,’ or 
the belief that gun laws regu-

lating transactions evaporate 

at gun shows; commercial and 
non-commercial dealers are 
still bound by the same laws. It 
is a popular misconception that 

a person with a felony convic-

tion or a clinically insane indi-

vidual can walk into your local 
Wal-Mart and easily purchase 
an AR-15 assault weapon. 

If common sense back-

ground checks are already in 
place on a national level, then 
what types of gun reform are 

the left really raving about? 
First, it is worth noting that 
there are over 300 million guns 
in America. Many Democrats 

spew out gun violence statis-

tics about other nations, which 
cannot be replicated in the U.S. 
and entirely discount the in-

crease in general homicide and 
crime rates in such nations.

If President Obama had 

absolute authority for one day, 
the ‘common sense’ reforms he 

would initiate would entail a 
ban on assault rifles, magazine 
capacity restrictions, and a na-

tional gun registry. This would 
indeed amount to confiscation 
of weapons from the citizenry, 
which is a blatant violation of 
the Fourth and Second Amend-

ments. Attempting to register 

and confiscate firearms would 
be not only a bureaucratic 
nightmare, but also a total 
failure. As has been proven in 
Canada and New York, the only 
people who would actually fol-
low the law are the people who 

are law-abiding; a market of 
over 30 million illegal firearms 
would still be unchecked and 
ultimately wreak havoc on the 

now defenseless law-abiding 
citizenry. The evidence lies 
in the countries that have at-

tempted to do this, notably 
Australia and Canada.

The confiscation programs 
in these nations resulted in tre-

mendous increases in armed 
robberies, home invasions, and 
general homicide rates because 
criminals failed to turn over 
their illegal firearms. America is 
not and never will be like Hong 
Kong or Japan, where gun cul-
ture does not exist, and dabbling 
in such policy to replicate these 

nations is a waste of time. 

According to  conserva-

tive talk show radio host Dana 
Loesch, over 80% of homicides 
are gang or drug-related. Thus, 
decriminalizing drug use would 
result in a large decrease in ho-

micides. When Prohibition was 
repealed, gun-related violence 
plummeted significantly; how-

ever, since the ‘War on Drugs’ 
started with the Nixon adminis-

tration, gun-related deaths have 
skyrocketed. What’s more, end-

ing the war on drugs would have 
several other positive effects be-

yond limiting gun violence. 
The campaign itself has cost 

the federal government over a 
trillion dollars and has failed. 
Additionally, it would be a sig-

nificant effort towards relieving 
overcrowded U.S. prisons filled 
with non-violent drug offenders. 
A regulated drug industry would 
nearly eliminate a black market 
and allow people to settle dis-

putes peacefully in a court sys-

tem and not through the barrel 
of a gun. By ending the War on 
Drugs, we can kill two birds with 
one stone. Let’s end the War on 
Drugs, dramatically reduce gun 
violence, and get low-level drug 
offenders out of prison. 

O
ctober 1, 2015 seemed 
to be like any other day. 

People went to their jobs, 
Choate students did their 
homework, and Christopher 
Harper-Mercer walked into 
Umpqua Community College 

armed with six firearms and 
murdered nine innocent peo-

ple in cold blood.
No one was surprised. 
As sickening as it is to say, 

it’s unfortunately true. We as a 

nation have become so numb 
to mass killings and gun 
violence that we’re no longer 

fazed by incidents such as the 
ones in Aurora and Charles-

ton. And it seems like no one 
cares. As I write this, there 
have been 40,398 shootings 
in the United States in 2015. 
That’s about one shooting ev-

ery ten minutes. 

And yet, we do noth-

ing about it. We blame video 
games, mental health—ev-

erything but guns. Guns, we 
insist, are ingrained in Ameri-
can society, and they’re not 
going away anytime soon. Our 

right to bear arms is essential 
to our rights as Americans. 

We do not have to abol-
ish guns to make American 

society safer for everyone. 

However, stricter gun control 
is essential to America: it will 
make America safer without 

the government infringing on 

the rights of its people.

The recent shooting in 

Oregon has sparked conversa-

tion about gun control in the 
government, and President 
Barack Obama is once again 
calling for gun reforms.

While the most publicized 
instances of gun violence may 

be mass shootings, they aren’t 
the main issue. Nearly all gun 
violence comes from small 

shootings commonly perpe-

trated with illegally bought 
handguns. Opponents of gun 
control argue that these guns 

are bought illegally and that gun 
control would do nothing to stop 
these transactions that don’t re-

quire background checks. 
President Obama’s 2013 

gun control plan called for 
“background checks for all 
firearm sales, with limited, 
common-sense exceptions 

for transfers between fam-

ily members and temporary 
transfers for hunting and 
sporting purposes.” Further-

more, the President’s plan 
suggested increased prison 
sentencing for possession 

of illegal firearms and sell-

ing firearms without a back-

ground check. These mea-

sures would greatly reduce 
the number of guns in illegal 
markets throughout the Unit-

ed States and would stop con-

victed felons and others who 
fail the background checks 
from getting guns—reducing 
the amount of gun violence in 

the United States greatly.
Besides making it harder 

for criminals to get guns, the 
President proposed that as-

sault weapons and magazines 
of 10 rounds and larger should 
be banned. In the Aurora, 
Newtown, and Umpqua mass 
shootings, the gunman had an 
assault weapon; in the major-

ity of shootings that occurred 
in the United States this year, 
the gunman has had a maga-

zine of 10 rounds or more.

Contrary to popular belief, 
you don’t need an AK-47 to 
hunt pheasants. You don’t even 
need an AK-47 to defend your 
home. The fact that assault 

weapons are legal is mind-bog-

gling. It’s a no-brainer. They 
were banned from 1994-2004, 
and since legalization they’ve 
only hurt people.

What’s more, as Obama 
proposed, magazines of 10 
rounds or more should also 
be banned, as this will re-

duce the rate of mass shoot-
ings and gun violence as a 
whole. This is just another 
part of the ‘common sense’ 

gun control that Americans 

refuse to accept.

Lastly, these laws will 
not inhibit law-abiding 
Americans from buying guns 
for recreational or defensive 
purposes. While it may seem 

inconvenient that you can 

no longer buy an automatic 
weapon with a drum maga-

zine and go full “Rambo 2” 
next time at the range, it will 
be well worth it in the eyes 
of the 10,000 families of gun 
murder victims, as well as 
those who will inevitably be 
saved by this legislation.

Gun control isn’t uncon-

stitutional or un-American. 

It’s about caring about those 
who are hurt and those who 
can still be saved. To me, 
that’s as American as it gets.

By Leland Ben ’17
Opinions Writer

President Obama addresses the press about the Umpqua Community College shooting.
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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WANT TO STOP GUN VIOLENCE? 
END THE WAR ON DRUGS

By Jack O’Donnell ’17
Staff Writer

Jack O’Donnell  is a fifth 
former from Hong Kong. 
He may be reached at 

jodonnell17@choate.edu.

GUN CONTROL 
IS AMERICAN

40,398
The number of shootings 
that have occurred this 
year in the United States. 

Gun violence statistics 
point to a more dire 

issue: homicides 
resulting from drug-

related violence.

In September 2014, 43 Mexi-
can students were abducted 

from rural Mexico. Unfortu-

nately, the Mexican govern-

ment has done an insufficient 
job of resolving the case and it 
may even have been involved 
in the abduction itself. The ab-

ducted students had been plan-

ning to protest at a conference 

held by the mayor of Iguala, a 
city in the southwestern state of 

Guerrero, Mexico. 
The presumed story is that 

the mayor had asked the police 
to restrain the students, and 
when the students resisted, the 
police abducted the group and 
hired a local gang to murder 
the students that had not been 
captured. This January, after 
many hoped that they would 
be discovered alive, Mexico’s 
attorney general officially con-

firmed the deaths of the stu-

dents. It is abominable that 
so many government officials 
have allegedly played central 
roles in this tragedy.  

The Mexican government 

has failed to solve this issue 
in many different ways. The 
government has failed to be 
transparent and will not dis-

close many details regarding 
the case. Mexico’s president, 
Enrique Pena Nieto, has been at 
a loss for words on how to deal 
with this matter properly. Yet, 
the ex-mayor of Iguala, Jose 
Luis Abarca, and his wife have 
been arrested because they are 
suspects in the disappearances 
of the students. This issue is 
emblematic of a larger issue 
with the Mexican government—
the government and the gangs 
are often one and the same. 

When the incident hap-

pened in 2014, it was a major 
crisis for Mexico. Many have 

hoped to exterminate corrup-

tion in the Mexican govern-

ment, but this incident has 
clearly proved the country has 
a long way to go before that can 
be achieved. 

How do supposedly honor-

able elected officials have such 
disregard for their own people? 

It is repulsive that corrupt of-
ficials and gangs are possibly 
guilty of participating in crime, 
yet they clearly feel no remorse. 

The protesters are justifiably 
upset because this is more than 
just ordinary gang violence—
this time, a corrupt government 
was directly involved. This is-

sue affected the families of 43 
students—imagine how many 
family members were hurt by 
what happened to their broth-

ers, sisters, sons, and daugh-

ters, yet feel powerless because 
of their government’s inaction. 

There is nothing the peo-

ple of Iguala can do but raise 
awareness of the issue, hop-

ing that doing so will appeal 
to the emotions of the govern-

ment. However, in our globally 
connected world, people living 
outside of Mexico can make an 
effort to educate themselves 
about the conflict, and can join 
the citizens of Iguala in pres-

suring the government to rec-

tify its  wrongs. 

Although the deaths of the 
disappeared students have been 
confirmed, the issue is still rele-

vant a year afterwards. The fam-

ilies of the missing students still 
lead protests, demanding justice 
for the kidnapped students. 

Unfortunately, there is 
little that the protestors can do 
because of the rampant gov-

ernment corruption in Mexico. 

Ideally, Nieto would take con-

trol of the situation, admit to 
the  government’s mistakes, 
apologize to the families, and 
move forward in the search for 
the bodies.  However, until Ni-
eto attempts to resolve the con-

flict, it is not only the responsi-
bility of the citizens of Iguala to 
speak up –it’s on all of us. 

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT FAILS TO PROVIDE JUSTICE
By Arielle Kassinove ’17

Opinions Writer

Arielle Kassinove ’17 
is a fifth former from 
Laguna Beach, CA. 

She may be reached at 
akassinove17@choate.edu.

Graffiti in Iguala, Mexico states, “They took them alive. We 
want them alive. Solidarity with the 43 [missing] students.” 

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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The government 
and the gangs are 
often one and the 

same.
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The dim lights in the 
chapel created a peaceful 
and warm atmosphere. Sev-
eral students and I sat on 
the cushions on the floor and 
crossed our legs. Closing our 
eyes, we waited for the in-
structions. “Place your hands 
comfortably either in front of 
you or on your laps,” Mr. Jim 
Davidson, an HPRSS faculty 
who advises Buddhist stu-
dents, said. “Try to sit straight 
up, and try not to move dur-
ing the meditation. Try not 
to be distracted and focus on 
your breathing: in and out.” 
He continued, “Close your 
eyes or simply look in front of 
you.” Mr. Davidson chimed 
the bell four times. The clear 
sound of the bell echoed 
throughout the chapel, and 
the meditation began. 

Buddhist meditation at 
Choate was established by 
Mr. Davidson in 1976, and, 
ever since, it has been held 
on every Wednesday from 
8:45 p.m. to 9:20 p.m. in the 
chapel. Some students par-
ticipate in the meditation for 
religious or spiritual purpos-
es, and others participate to 
relax from their hectic daily 
life. It is open to any stu-
dent, regardless of his or her 
religious affiliation (or lack 
thereof). Buddhist medita-
tion is not a club or an orga-
nization. It could be a time 
for reflecting on one’s life 
or a time of relaxation. The 
number of students varies 
from session to session; this 
year, there have been as few 
as three or as many as nine. 
Mr. Davidson remembers in 
recent years that the largest 
group was 22 participants. 
Although, he also recalls a 
packed chapel the time that 
an entire grade was sent by 
its deans to meditate. 

The meditation could 
be physically challenging, 
although the instructions 
of the meditation—cross-
ing legs, closing eyes, and 

breathing slowly—seem 
easy. A few minutes after the 
meditation, my legs started 
to have cramps because I 
had crossed them uncom-
fortably. I longed to move 
around freely. I noticed my 
breathing becoming faster, 
and I was distracted with the 
sound of cars passing by the 
chapel. With a level of coer-
cion, I told myself to focus 
on the breathing, not on my 
legs or the cars by the chapel. 
When Mr. Davidson chimed 
the bell four times and in-
dicated that the meditation 
was over, all the students 
stretched out and rubbed our 
legs to get the cramps out. 

Mr. Davidson values 
meditating because of the 
benefits it provides. He ex-
plained that meditation is “a 
guaranteed quiet time with 
some simple but challeng-
ing instructions to follow. 
You fully focus on the pres-
ent moment. In a way, it is 
a mind-training.” He added 
that meditation could lead 
one to understand oneself 
better, and it gives opportu-
nities for students to relax 
in the middle of the week. 
Meditation is a short pause 
during the day when one can 
put all the worries aside.

Choate students, myself 
included, do not have enough 
time to sit down, relax, and 
forget about the things that 
worry us, such as grades, 
athletic performance, and 
time management. It may 
sound impossible, but some 
students are able to find time 
to think for themselves, to 
rest, and to renew their fo-
cus during weekdays when 
their daily lives get hectic 
and challenging. As impor-
tant as academics, sports, 
or extracurricular activities, 
the time students devote 
to themselves and to their 
own mental and emotional 
growth ultimately results in 
peace and comfort. 

Taking seats in the arts 
center, the audience watch-
es as the final product of a 
Choate theater production 
unfolds. If everything goes 
according to plan, the effect 
is magical: it’s as if the ac-
tors, set, lights, and sound 
all mysteriously appear out 
of nowhere. It appears seam-
less, but a spectator can’t help 
to wonder, “What on earth is 
happening in that unknown 
territory called the ‘back-
stage’?” Well, I am pleased to 
inform you that the unchart-
ed world located behind-the-

scenes is not as intimidating 
as it may seem, and it is, in 
fact, a second home to many 
students and faculty.

When exploring back-
stage, an observer will en-
counter several noteworthy 
areas. At the end of a short 
hall is the Green Room, a 
comfortable common-room-
style space used mainly for 
tech work, classes, and loung-
ing. Just beyond the Green 
Room, a door opens to the 
Costume Shop, a classroom-
sized space housing a myriad 
of labeled cardboard boxes, 
sewing machines, cloth, and 
cutting and measuring tools 
(as well as a TV). The shop is 

where acting director, teach-
er, and costume designer 
Deighna DeRiu’s and her 
student helpers design and 
create (you guessed it) cos-
tumes. Traversing this space 
will bring one to the Scene 
Shop, where Technical Direc-
tor Mr. Brad Seymour and 
the tech students who sign 
up for Tech Theater as their 
afternoon activity or take one 
of the shop classes during the 
day construct sets.

The students and faculty 
who work with the theater 
program agree that the at-
mosphere backstage is one 
that epitomizes Choate val-
ues of respect and tolerance. 
The Director of the Theater 
Program, Ms. Tracy Ginder-
Delventhal, said, “We work 
really hard to make this en-
vironment inclusive and safe 
so that the energy is always 
positive and joyful.” 

Lenard Sandberg ’17, who 
works with sound tech, add-
ed that the “atmosphere is 
amazing. It’s so inclusive. Ev-
erybody has their own walk of 
life, and we all come together 
and become little tiny cogs in 
the gigantic machine that is a 
tech production.”

An important element 
of backstage life is the free-
dom students are granted to 
explore the world of theater 
and make independent deci-
sions. Moreover, the back-
stage forms an interesting 
juxtaposition to Choate’s 
academic setting; relations 
between students and teach-
ers are less hierarchical. 
For example, all the faculty 
members in the theater de-
partment are addressed by 
their first names, without 
a prefix. According to Mr. 
Seymour (‘Brad’), “Collabo-
ration is really important for 
theater, and if you have that 

student-teacher formality, it 
can get in the way of certain 
types of collaboration.”

Tradition plays a fun-
damental role in backstage 
spirit. The most obvious ritual 
that graduating techie grand-
masters observe is the signing 
of the walls and ceiling of the 
Scene Shop with paint (it’s a 
wonder how students man-
age to sign the estimated 20-
foot ceiling; apparently they 
use lifts). In addition to their 
names and graduating classes, 
seniors of the past have left a 
variety of messages, ranging 
from inspirational quotes to 
inside jokes: “If you eliminate 
the impossible, Whatever Re-
mains, however improbable, 
must be the Truth. Julie ’10” 
or “Hockey is life, the rest is 
Tech. 2005 Sam Bergan” or 
“The only People for Me are 
the Mad Ones... Cait ’08”. 
And, inexplicably, “Oh hey”.

Farewell notes are so nu-
merous that, as Nell Shaper 
’17, a tech theater arts con-
centration member, puts it, 
“Wall space for signatures is 
a commodity.” Mr. Seymour 
says that in order to solve the 
problem a book was recently 
created to hold the “notes 
and advice to future genera-
tions of tech kids.”

In a way, the backstage 
world of theater is a reflec-
tion of the ideals the Choate 
community seeks to uphold. 
With an open and welcom-
ing ambiance, a greater em-
phasis on liberty of self-ex-
pression and discovery, and 
an avenue to follow Choate 
footsteps through the keep-
ing of tradition, many regard 
the backstage Arts Center as 
a haven and a home.

Monday, 7:46 p.m.
The trustees took a photo on Mars (also know as the gi-

ant hole outside my window) to commemorate the construc-
tion groundbreaking. Instead, I think they were commemo-
rating my future loss of hearing.

Grace Tully ’16

Bungalow 202

THE VIEW FROM MY 
BEDROOM WINDOW

Stop what you’re doing! 
It’s time to ponder the top-
ics that really make your 
brain hurt (because we don’t 
do enough thinking here al-
ready). Last week, I asked 
students around campus to 
answer extremely frustrating 
philosophical questions. Get 
ready to furrow your brow 
and flip some tables, because 
Choate is getting deep. 

First question: what is 
reality? Take a moment to 
figure out your answer. 

Are you ready with a re-
sponse? Upon hearing this 
question, people usually 
sat in awkward silence for 
awhile, then mumbled, “Re-
ality is… what’s real?” After 
that realization, people felt 
more comfortable express-
ing their opinions. Karen 
Shure ’17 believed that reali-
ty is everything made of mat-
ter, or in other words, every-
thing in the physical world 
that humans can measure. 
No one rejected this defini-
tion outright, but there was 
some debate about whether 
or not mental states should 
be included. Claire Stover ’17 
believed that reality consists 

of experiences, and therefore 
that an individual’s thoughts 
cannot be included. 

On the other hand, Bryce 
Wachtell ’17 believed that 
reality is closely tied to our 
consciousness. He explained 
that while we sleep, dreams 
are our reality, though they 
are temporary. Some other 
students, tired of debating the 
issue, resorted to Googling the 
word. Even the Internet’s def-
inition was inconclusive: real-
ity was either “the conjectured 
state of things as they actually 
exist, rather than as they may 
appear or might be imagined” 
or “everything that is and has 
been, whether or not it is ob-
servable or comprehensible.” 
The teachers are right—you 
can’t count on Wikipedia.

Next, I asked, “How do 
you define good and evil?” 
Now, I was expecting a unan-
imous answer: the terms can-
not be defined because they 
are subjective. And while 
many students did believe 
this, others defined ‘good’ 
as something that benefited 
others. Grayson Brunjes ’18 
explained, “Good is some-
thing that’s helpful to human 
existence.” He added that the 
impact of a good thing, no 
matter how small, is still rel-

evant to society. 
Wachtell had a slightly 

different opinion. “Good is 
acting with the best inten-
tions to better yourself or 
others. Evil is doing the op-
posite of that. But everything 
is relative, so it depends on 
what scope you’re looking 
through.” So do good inten-
tions make a deed good, or 
do good results make a deed 
good? Food for thought, 
thoughts for food.

Now, people got quite 
irritated when I inquired 
about souls. First, there was 
debate on what a soul was. 
People also had conflict-
ing opinions about whether 
souls even exist. Some stu-
dents, like Megan Diana ’17, 
believed that a person’s soul 
is “everything you are minus 
your body.” That definition 
means that a soul includes 
a person’s influences, ex-
periences, and personality. 
Stover, Shure, and Wachtell 
all stated that a soul is a hu-
man’s consciousness and 

that it controls a person’s 
physical actions. “We know 
that we exist both physi-
cally and mentally, but we 
don’t know where they at-
tach,” Wachtell elaborated. 
He considered the soul the 
embodiment of our physical 
and mental self.  

However, the real con-
flict arose from the ques-
tion: what has a soul? Sofia 
Esquibies ’17 thought that 
all living things have souls, 
including plants and non-
human animals. Nathan 
Chang ’17 passionately as-
serted that plants do not 
have souls, as did Diana, 
who exclaimed, “Plants don’t 
even know they’re alive!” 
Gabby LaTorre ’17 agreed 
with both Chang and Diana, 
believing that a being can 
only have a soul if it is self-
aware. LaTorre also believed 
that humanity’s superior in-
telligence is the reason why 
humans have souls; there-
fore, other animals do not 
have one. (Most dog owners 
disagreed.) 

Whew—philosophizing 
is hard work. Let’s go watch 
Netflix and smell the flowers.

Everyone signs the matriculation book when they come to 
Choate. Only techies sign the scene shop when they leave.

Photo by  Kristen Andonie
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“Good is something 
that’s helpful to 
human existence.”

Grayson Brunjes ’18
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WSO CELEBRATES SINATRA’S 100TH
Renowned vocalist Rob Zappulla stunned the audience with his performance of more than two dozen songs by Frank Sinatra.

Photo courtesy of Wallingford Symphony Orchestra

Friday marked what 
would have been Frank Sina-
tra’s 100th birthday, so to 
commemorate, the Walling-
ford Symphony Orchestra 
(WSO) held a full-house per-
formance in the Paul Mellon 
Arts Center (PMAC) featur-
ing world-renowned vocalist 
Rob Zappulla. Choaties and 
citizens of Wallingford and 
beyond crammed into the 
PMAC to listen to Mr. Zappul-
la, backed by the WSO and his 
own Big Band, perform a total 
of 25 songs and two encores.

The show was a spectacle 
and delighted the audience. Mr. 
Zappulla frequently paused be-
tween songs to give humorous 
anecdotes and interesting facts 
about the life of Frank Sinatra 

and, at the end of the perfor-
mance in his second encore, 
even challenged the audience 
to a “Who can hold your breath 
the longest?” competition. 

Of this interaction with the 
audience, Zappulla said: “Basi-
cally, what you see on stage is 
what you see at home. I like 
to goof around, have fun, tell 
jokes, and then when the mu-
sic part comes, get serious.” 
When asked if he had any ad-
vice for aspiring Choate sing-
ers, he replied, “If you do not 
enjoy [your discipline] and do 
not have the passion, you many 
want to be an accountant.”

Kathryn Twombly, the or-
chestra’s librarian and a thirty-
year member, found the concert 
to be extremely enjoyable and 
noted that there was a surpris-
ingly large audience, remarking, 
“The feeling in here was electric!”

This performance was 
not Mr. Zappulla’s first trip 
to campus. In fact, it wasn’t 
even his first concert at Cho-
ate to commemorate Frank 
Sinatra. “Last year we did a 
Frank Sinatra tribute and had 
such a good audience that I 
decided to put out a centen-
nial concert,” he said. This 
year’s program had about a 
dozen new songs, the result of 
the collaboration of Mr. Ven-
tre, Choate’s Orchestral Di-
rector, and Mr. Zappulla. “We 
worked well together putting 
a set list together that was dif-
ferent from last year but still 
had enough power behind it,” 
Mr. Zappulla explained.

Mckynzie Romer ’17, 
drummer for Choate’s Jazz En-
semble,  attended the concert 
to observe the jazz drummer’s 
techniques and habits. She left 

the PMAC blown away by Mr. 
Zappulla’s performance: “It is 
incredible how accurate he is at 
sounding like Frank Sinatra!” 
she noted during intermission.

The WSO, led by Mr. Ven-
tre, dazzled the audience as 
well. The orchestra received 
their 26 pieces of music only 
two weeks prior to the concert 
and had its first rehearsal on 
Friday night, just two days be-
fore the concert. Ms. Twom-
bly quipped, “They were sup-
posed to practice at home.” 
Annually, the WSO performs 
about five major concerts, in-
cluding one set of children’s 
concerts. Elaine Shen ’18 
noted after the show, “The or-
chestra made his songs even 
more pleasing to the ear.”

 By Sophie Hare ’18
Reporter

Sophie Hare may be reached 
at share18@choate.edu.

You may have wondered 
why you never see Choate’s 
Symphony Orchestra’s new 
oboe player in the Lanphier 
Café or crossing the street 
between classes. Well, that’s 
because oboist Johanna 
Alstott doesn’t go to Choate! 

For the past few years, 
there were students at Choate 
who were advanced-level obo-
ists, such as Sonja Eliason ’15 
and Anne Wo ’15. However, 
now that these two oboists 
have graduated, there are no 
longer students that play ad-
vanced oboe at Choate. The 
lack of an advanced oboist is 
problematic, as the oboe is a 
crucial member of the orches-
tra; the entire woodwind sec-
tion tunes their instruments to 
the first oboe, and the intona-
tion (or pitch) is the principal 
oboe player’s responsibility. 

In addition, the Choate 
orchestra plays music that 
requires a principal oboist. 
Therefore, the Choate oboe 
teachers recommended that 
Alstott step in. “She’s a won-
derful person and a wonderful 
oboe player. She’s holding the 
section together with her into-
nation. She plays perfectly in 
tune,” orchestral director Mr. 
Phillip Ventre commented. 
Alstott is also incredibly com-
mitted, driving to campus 
from New Haven for orches-
tra rehearsals and each week. 

Though it may seem 
odd, Choate has brought in 
outside players for different 
instruments several times in 
the past. “An orchestra has to 

have complete instrumenta-
tion. Each person has a spe-
cific assignment and role. 
Together, they form a group.” 

Alstott, who is currently 
15 years old, began playing the 
oboe at the age of twelve. “I fell 
in love with the instrument, 
and at this point I wouldn’t give 
it up for anything,” she said. 
Alstott believes that the tone, 
color, and repertoire of the 
oboe make it one of the most 
beautiful instruments in the 
orchestra: “The orchestral rep-
ertoire for the instrument is as-
tounding, and you rarely find a 
piece where there isn’t an inter-
esting oboe line somewhere,” 
she said. Alstott also men-
tioned her fascination with “the 
non-musical challenges of the 
instrument, such as reed mak-
ing and adjusting the oboe.” 

Alstott, who is also the 
principle oboist for the Great-
er New Haven Youth Orches-
tra, enjoys the challenges 
of the Choate orchestra. In 
particular, she loves the fact 
that the orchestra is playing 
pieces from various time pe-
riods and cultures. Alstott is 
learning about Classical music 
(Mozart), 20th century South 
American ballet music (Gin-
astera), and a contemporary 
piece with strong jazz influenc-
es (“Uke Can’t Be Serious”). 

Though she does is not 
a student at Choate, Alstott 
plays a significant role as the 
oboist in our orchestra. Be 
sure to keep an eye out for her 
at the next Choate Symphony 
Orchestra performance! 

SCHOOL’S NEW OBOIST 
ISN’T A CHOATIE

 By Sophie Mackin ’18
Reporter

Sophie Mackin may be reached 
at smackin18@choate.edu.

Have you met Caitlin  
Chiocchio ’16? If not, you may 
have met her work, which is 
often displayed in the PMAC 
gallery. Chiocchio, a three-
year senior from Branford, 
Conn., is an exceptional Arts 
Concentration visual artist.

Ever since she was young, 
Chiocchio has been interested 
in art. “My mom is an artist,” 
she explained. “So I’ve been do-
ing art ever since I can remem-
ber.” Chiocchio now specializes 
in oil painting and drawing. 
When asked how art has affect-
ed her life, Chiocchio said, “It’s 
a way to express myself.” 

“Caitlin’s been passion-
ate about art for a long 
time,” Grace Tully ’16, a 
friend, added, “I really ad-
mire her commitment.” 
Anika Zetterberg ’16, an-
other artist, gushed, “She 
doesn’t do anything half-
way. She will keep pushing 

a piece until it’s reached 
her level of expectation.” 

In addition to pushing 
herself, Chiocchio helps other 
artists. “She’s always asking 
what I’m up to and gives me 
honest but kind critiques,” 
Zetterberg said. “She has been 
going around and talking to 
all the new Visual Arts Con 
kids as well, showing interest 
and support for their work.” 

Despite her exceptional 
talent, Chiocchio maintains 
a down to earth nature and 

level head. “She never boasts 
or brags, and she is always 
accepting of suggestions and 
opinions.” Zetterberg added.

In her free time, Chiocchio 
enjoys hiking and travelling. 
“My favorite thing to do is 
combine my passion for travel 
and exploring with my passion 
for art,” she said. “Whether it 
be taking pictures or taking 
videos wherever I go.”

Tully said, “Caitlin is one 
of the most adventurous spe-
lunkers I know, and I think 

her passion for exploration 
is reflected in her art.”

“Art is very rewarding,” 
Chiocchio said. “Capturing 
a moment is satisfying.” De-
spite the relative dearth of op-
portunities to display visual 
arts on campus as compared 
to other mediums, Chiocchio 
has been successful in sharing 
her work with others. She has 
had her artwork displayed in 
Hill House lobby, and shows 
off her “naturally artistic 
mind in her stellar Instagram 
aesthetic,” according to Tully.

Chiocchio, who will gradu-
ate this spring, is understand-
ably excited for the future. “I’m 
going to have an art show at the 
end of the year,” she shared. 
“And I’m definitely thinking of 
art school for college.” 

“She’s incredibly gifted 
in every art form I’ve seen 
her try,” Zetterberg conclud-
ed. “She personifies her art.” 

Nicole Yao may be reached 
at nyao18@choate.edu.

 By Nicole Yao ’18
Staff Writer

CHIOCCHIO ’16 CAPTURES THE MOMENT

One of the main pur-
poses of Choate’s Service Day 
is to inspire the community 
to make an impact, and this 
year’s featured film Every 
Three Seconds, a documentary 
about world hunger and pov-
erty, helped do just that. Dur-
ing Service Day on October 2, 
the screenings of this film left 
students inspired and in tears. 

The film took the student 
body through the journeys of 
five characters who dedicate 
their lives to helping others.

Charlie Simpson, a seven-
year-old boy, supports UNICEF 
UK; Josh Nesbit, a medical in-
tern, uses technology to improve 
health care in impoverished com-
munities; Ingrid Munro, gives 
people the necessary resources 
to climb out of poverty by run-
ning a micro-finance institution 
in Kenya called Jamii Bora; Lisa 
Shannon hosts runs to help Con-
gelese women; and 68-year-old 
Gloria Henderson stands against 
world hunger by gleaning, or 
combing of harvested fields for 
left behind crops. Every Three 
Seconds showcased their inspir-
ing work, sparking conversation.

The documentary was cho-
sen with the intention to have a 
lasting effect. Ms. Mary Pashley, 
Choate’s Director of Commu-
nity Service, stated, “Our hope 
was that students would under-
stand that hunger and extreme 
poverty is the reality for many 
people, and that they have a re-
sponsibility in their lifetime to 
help others whenever they can.” 

Fraynette Familia ’16, a 
Service Day facilitator, be-
lieves that the movie provided 
a personal element: “It is one 
thing to just pack and not have 
any feeling for it, but knowing 
who your efforts are helping 

and what problems you can 
change is powerful.”

Every Three Seconds also 
highlighted ways that students 
can help from Choate. UNI-
CEF and Women for Women, 
non-profit organizations who 
both have clubs, were featured 
in the documentary. 

Every Three Seconds  not 
only touched hearts and was ed-
ucational, but reminded us that 
it is possible to make a difference 
no matter who you are, how old 
you are, or where you come from. 

The Young Adult (YA) cat-
egory of books is heavily stigma-
tized. Despite its broad diversity 
of titles, it is known primarily 
for its blockbusters, including 
Divergent, The Fault in Our 
Stars, and Twilight. Although 
these are enjoyable, they are far 
from emblematic of the category 
as a whole. In fact, as someone 
who reads and writes YA, I often 
find that such titles inaccurately 
represent YA and imply that YA 
books forgo nuanced takes of 
our culture’s complications for 
high-voltage drama.

YA is as rich and innova-
tive as its counterpart, what you 
might call the Adult category. 
Take, for example, a science fic-
tion novel about a boy who is 
cryogenically frozen and then re-
born with his head attached to a 
new body (Noggin, by John Cor-
ey Whaley); a story of two run-
away girls—one black, one Chi-
nese—at the height of the Gold 
Rush (Under A Painted Sky, by 
Stacey Lee); or a multigenera-
tional magic realism novel span-
ning the early 20th century about 
a girl born with angel wings (The 
Strange and Beautiful Sorrows 
of Ava Lavender, by Leslye Wal-
ton). These are the sorts of books 
that truly define YA. 

YA is also a site for literary 
experimentation. Adele Griffin’s 
The Unfinished Life of Addison 
Stone is a fiction novel format-
ted like an investigative memoir 
that plays with traditional novel 
structure. The author inserts her-
self into the story as the fictional 
teacher of Addison, an artist who 
mysteriously drowns. Refusing 

to believe that Addison’s death 
is an accident, the teacher begins 
researching. The novel compiles 
her findings and presents them as 
a long form piece of journalism. 

Another example is  I Crawl 
Through It, by A.S. King, an 
at times outlandish but always 
thought-provoking surrealist 
novel featuring a girl who swal-
lows herself, a boy who is build-
ing an invisible helicopter, and a 
high school with daytime activi-
ties that oscillate between bomb 
drills and standardized tests. 

YA is also a medium for so-
cial justice: Jason Reynolds’s 
All American Boys, featuring 
a black boy who is beaten by a 
police officer after being falsely 
accused of shoplifting, looks 
at race relations in the United 
States. Poisoned Apples by 
Christine Hepperman, is an an-
thology of feminist poems that 
examines sexism through dark, 
retold fairy tales. Dumplin’, by 
Julie Murphy, tells of a plus-
sized girl who enters a beauty 
pageant. Adam Silvera’s More 
Happy Than Not explores the 
intersection of race, class, and 
sexuality, and Hannah Moskow-
itz’s Not Otherwise Specified 
examines biphobia in and out of 
the LGBTQ community.

YA novels have literary 
merit. Though not a perfect 
category, YA is one where 
breaking boundaries is in-
creasingly becoming the norm 
and where anyone can find 
plenty of meaning. If you’d like 
to read nuanced explorations 
of all parts of our culture, YA 
novels are the place to start. 

Chiocchio ’16 poses with her painting, “Out of the Blue.”
Photo courtesy of Caitlin Chiocchio

Y.A. LIT OFFERS 
SURPRISING DEPTH

By Michael Waters ’16
Reporter

Michael Waters may be reached 
at mwaters16@choate.edu.

Simran Sachdeva may be reached 
at ssachdeva19@choate.edu.

 By Simran Sachdeva ’19
Reporter

THE LASTING POW ER OF EV ERY THR EE SECON DS



Girls’ Soccer
Andover           

Choate students and 
faculty alike place a tremen-
dous focus on our athletic 
rivalry with Deerfield Acad-
emy. However, a longstand-
ing tradition that is less re-
garded is Andover Day, the 
annual day where Choate 
and the Big Blue face off in 
a variety of sports. Like pre-
vious years, Andover chal-
lenged our forces across the 
board, with Football, Cross 
Country, Volleyball, and 
Water Polo battling to the 
final ticks for their respec-
tive results.

Football: 27-15 W

The Wild Boars got off 
to an uncharacteristically 
slow start, being held score-
less through the first quar-
ter. Things got even tougher 
for Choate when postgradu-
ate quarterback Steven 
Genova ’16 sustained an 
injury that ultimately kept 
him out of the game. How-
ever, in the ranks, Pat Pis-
catelli ’17 came on in relief 
of Genova and filled the 
absence brilliantly. Run-
ning the offense down the 
field, Piscatelli ran 15 yards 
to the end-zone to put the 
first points up on the board. 
There was no looking back 
for the Gold and Blue, as 
they responded each time 
Andover began to gain mo-
mentum, including a huge 
kickoff return by Abu Da-
ramy ’16 after an Andover 
touchdown: his second of 
the game. This widened 
the Choate margin to 27-8. 
As was expected, football 
continued their unbeaten 
streak, improving to 4-0 on 
the year.

Boys’ Cross Country: 
Varsity 34-21 L, JV 15-
43 W (low score wins)

The Choate harriers 
came confidently into the 
day, hoping to grab a win 
after a slow start to the sea-
son. Last year, this race was 
a near-disaster for the Wild 
Boars, who were almost 
shutout by an older, more 
talented Andover squad. 
This year was a different 
story, however, with Cho-
ate in position to poten-
tially win through the first 
1.5 miles. However, the 
older Andover squad began 
to pull away at this point, 
taking 3 of the top 5. Huge 
performances from Joe 
Berrafati ’17 and co-cap-
tain Matt Burlage ’16 kept 
Choate in the race. Griffin 
Birney ’18 led the Class of 
2018’s “Legion of Zoom” 
(Birney,  Elliot Sawyer-Ka-
plan ’18, Matt Kim ’18, and 
Jackson Elkins ’18) with a 
strong performance as well. 
Junior varsity was simply 
sensational; the first seven 
runners across the finish 
line were all Wild Boars. 

Girls’  Volleyball:  
2-3  L

This was a huge contest 
for Varsity Volleyball go-
ing up against Andover, as 
the teams have a combined 
5 New England Champion-
ships since 2009. Howev-
er, with Choate down two 
starters, this was going to 
be a tough bout for the Wild 
Boars. The match was dead 
even through four sets, as 
each squad had two sets a 
piece. Amassing a 10-3 lead 
early in the final set, the 
smallest mistakes ended up 
making the difference, with 

Andover going on to take 
the final set and the match 
15-12 and 3-2, respectively. 
However, the girls in Gold 
and Blue have nothing 
to hang their heads over, 
as they nearly defeated a 
championship contender, 
down two starters, a sign 
of obvious success to come. 
The Wild Boars take on Taft 
this coming Saturday night.

Water Polo: 14-12 W

Saturday was a test for 
the aquatic-loving Wild 
Boars, coming off a sudden 
death loss the previous week 
to Exeter. After three quar-
ters, the scoreboard read 
10-9, in favor of Andover, 
going into the final quarter 
of play. Choate eventually 
evened up the score to 12-
12 with 5:00 to go in the 
4th, when Co-captain Omar 
John ’17 played the role of 
hero, scoring twice to give 
the Wild Boars the 14-12 
victory over Andover. The 
game was highlighted not 
only by John’s play, but also 
by that of goaltender Jake 
Mackenzie ’17, who played 
the entire game in both 
ends for the Gold and Blue. 
Stefan Kassem ’17, an ab-
solute offensive weapon for 
the Wild Boars, scored not 
once, not twice, not thrice, 
but eight times over the 
course of the game, anni-
hilating the Big Blue defen-
sive scheme and propelling 
the aquatic Wild Boars to a 
much-needed victory.

Tomorrow, several var-
sity Wild Boar teams head 
off to Taft. Stay tuned!

Jackson Elkins may 
be reached at 

jelkins18@choate.edu.

It’s a Tuesday afternoon, 
but nothing about this day is 
ordinary. Right here in Con-
necticut, a team of marine spe-
cialists pack in a van, on what 
seems to be just a typical week-
day. This group is heading off 
on a wild journey that doesn’t 
guarantee a safe return, and 
some risk the chance of never 
seeing their families again. 
What most would consider an 
undesirable experience, kaya-
king is something these stu-
dents do every single week.  

These few students take the 
plunge into one of Connecti-
cut’s roughest bodies of water 
and the shark-infested Long 
Island Sound several times a 
week. Just getting your hands 
on this type of equipment is 
extremely rare, as only several 
million people have access to 
these types of cutting-edge 
and advanced apparatuses. 
After the students have suited 
up, it’s only a matter of min-
utes before they enter into the 
realm of the unknown. Kayak-
er Arianna Gonzalez-Wagner 
’16 said, “At the end of the day, 
I think [kayaking] demands 

more than crew physically, and 
that’s not easy; but you begin 
to crave the adrenaline.”

Anything can happen out 
there on the water, so it’s not 
surprising that several of these 
group members report cap-
sizing, and a lucky few have 
even had encounters with the 
Great Whites (waves) that en-
circle the kayaking site. These 
daredevils paddle through the 
shark-infested waters only to 
encounter some of the rough-
est rapids Connecticut has to 
offer. Moving at speeds of over 
2 miles/hour, this group faces 
the threat of capsizing and 
even the chance of never re-
mounting the boat and stray-
ing from the group. Gonzalez-
Wagner continued, saying, “I 
sometimes question my deci-
sion to join kayaking. What 
have I signed up for? Is this 
rush worth the risk I’m put-
ting myself in?” Violent water 
currents can push a hopeless 
kayaker like Gonzalez-Wagner 

away from her boat and to-
wards the waterfalls that are 
sometimes as high as twenty  
five stories. 

In an interview with the 
group, I asked a few ques-
tions about their life off of the 
water. The students unani-
mously agreed that their favor-
ite pump-up song was “Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat;” how-
ever, their favorite artist was 
FloRida. If they had to have 
one app of their phone it would 
be KaYikYak. And finally, most 
admitted to canoeing as their 
guilty pleasure.  

Extreme kayaking is a 
sport known to few, but it’s 
making big waves in the States 
and the town of Wallingford 
already. These brave souls con-
gregate several times a week, 
never knowing if it will be for 
the last time and never seeking 
the glory that comes with being 
an intramural kayaker. Pro-
ceed with caution if you bump 
into one around campus; these 
thrill-seekers are known to be 
more dangerous than the art of 
kayaking itself. 

Emilia Furlo may 
be reached at 

efurlo17@choate.edu.

Two audacious oarsmen and members of Intramural Kayaking take the water on a breezy, 
almost perilous day. 

Photo Courtesy of Kojo Clarke

Boys’ Crew demonstrated 
its grit while representing 
Choate at the first two regat-
tas of the year: The Head of 
the Riverfront and the Head 
of the Housatonic. The team 
hopes to take this passion to 
the Head of the Charles Re-
gatta in Boston this coming 
weekend. These boys don’t 
receive the bi-weekly chanc-
es to compete that other 
teams at Choate get, so when 
the Wild Boars of Crew do 
take the water, they tend to 
make it count.

 At the Head of the River-
front on October 4, the boys’ 
first (top ranked) eight-per-
son boat took a close second 
behind the Saugatuck Row-
ing Club. While they were 
disappointed not to get the 
win, one bright spot for the 
team was beating out the al-
ways-formidable Brunswick 
School from Greenwich, CT, 
by a whopping 7.5 seconds. 
Also placing second was 
the boy’s third four-person 
boat, which ceded first to the 

Norwalk River Rowing As-
sociation in their event. The 
first and second four-person 
boats placed fourth and fifth, 
respectively, out of 29 boats 
in a hard-fought battle. Cho-
ate Crew is, by no means, 
content with their place-
ment, but the results show 
great potential for this squad 
and room for improvement.

After a hard week of 

training on the ergs and on 
the water, the boys of Choate 
Crew entered their next race, 
the Head of the Housatonic, 
with a vengeance. During the 
race on October 10, the first 
four-person boat, which was 
racing in a drastically differ-
ent lineup from the weekend 
before, took second place in 
a race of 29 boats, only one 
second behind the Saugatuck 

Rowing Club. 
Chris Novak ’16, the sec-

ond co-captain of the team 
and the stroke (front) seat 
of the first four-person boat, 
noted that, “The race was a 
huge improvement from the 
Head of the Riverfront. In 
the first four, we went from 
finishing in fourth place, 25 
seconds behind Saugatuck, 
to finishing in a very close 

second place.” 
However, the devasta-

tion of that one-second loss 
only fueled the fire for Cho-
ate Boys’ Crew. Hungry for 
more, they hope to satiate 
their thirst for victory at the 
Head of the Charles Regatta 
in Boston this coming week-
end. The regatta is the largest 
two-day rowing event in the 
entire world, with roughly 

11,000 athletes from across 
the globe expected to com-
pete over the course of the 
weekend. The event draws 
in 400,000 spectators that 
all flock to Boston. The boys’ 
first four-person boat, which 
is the only boat that Boys’ 
Crew will be sending to Bos-
ton, hopes to find some seri-
ous speed. Kahle comment-
ed, “The Head of the Charles 
is a real test for us to see how 
we stack up against boats 
from across the country and 
across the world.” 

Looking forward, the 
athletes of Choate Boys’ 
Crew hope to improve dur-
ing the rest of the fall season 
and to prepare for the main 
event: the spring season. In 
the crew world, training is 
long-term and nonstop. The 
team is setting its sights on a 
gleaming golden trophy from 
the New England Interscho-
lastic Rowing Association 
Championship, which will 
occur in May. 

Martin London may 
be reached at 

mlondon17@choate.edu.

By Martin London ’17
Reporter

Kayakers: Casual, but Crazy
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Choate’s first four-person boat, led by veterans Jay Kahle ’16 (rightmost rower) and Chris Novak ’16 (leftmost), finished 
second at both the Head of the Riverfront on October 4 and the Head of the Housatonic on October 10.

Photo courtesy of Row2K
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“What have I 
signed up for?”

Arianna Gonzalez-Wagner ’16 
Kayaker


