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How cultural appropriation 
degrades intellectualis1m.

But wait!
There’s more!

Introducing you to the rest 
of this year’s new faculty.

Choate’s Hollywood
Monsters of Beauty, coming 

soon to a classroom near you.
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Dr. Travis Feldman, left, teaches children the art of inventing, designing, and tinkering during Maker Faire last weekend.

Maker Faire Encourages Student Innovation

For some people, 7:00 a.m. 

on a weekend is too early to be 

sitting in a Chevy Suburban 

driving into New York City. For 

the nine students who traveled 

last weekend to Maker Faire — 

“the Greatest Show (and Tell) on 

Earth” — it wasn’t early enough.

The group of students was 

led by Dr. Travis Feldman, the 

i.d.Lab facilitator and a familiar 

face to those who frequent the 

Lanphier building. He has been 

attending Maker Faire since 

2010.

The Faire represented a cele-

bration of the Maker movement, 

which is an umbrella term for in-

dependent inventors, designers, 

and tinkerers. It is a gathering 

of computer hackers and tra-

ditional artisans that has been 

growing in the last decade, aim-

ing to bring together innovation 

and experimentation across the 

spectrum of science, engineer-

ing, and art. 

Choate students led a sol-

dering workshop, which taught 

people how to “glue” pieces of 

metal together. Participants 

ranged from children as young 

as six who were hesitant to hold 

the hot iron, to adults who had 

always been curious but had 

never gotten the chance to learn 

to solder. The workshop asked 

students to create sculptures us-

ing paper clips and to solder the 

individual pieces together with 

the help of the instructors. Final 

creations included wire people, 

butterflies, and, more ambi-
tiously, a space shuttle.

Dr. Feldman commented on 

the benefits of events like the 
Maker Faire: “I think a lot of 

learning now involves boxing in 

subjects. Algebra and Geome-

try are cool, but they become a 

whole lot cooler when you com-

bine them with other things, like 

3D printing or project design.” 

He continued, “I think we 

need to help kids expand their 

creativity and imagination by 

giving them space to use what 

they learn in the classroom 

to create something amazing. 

There’s no reason that a four-

teen-year-old should be less cre-

ative than a four-year-old.”

Dr. Matt Bardoe chaper-

oned the trip, bringing his en-

thusiasm for the Maker Move-

ment to NYC. When asked 

about attending, Mr. Bardoe  

said, “I’ve been to Maker Faire 

before, and we wanted kids 

to see what things were going 

on in terms of technology and 

making and creativity, and how 

those things can work together 

in a place like the i.d.Lab or in 

their lives”

Proposed 
Auditorium to Seat 

Entire School 

By
Production Editor

See Page  2

Amidst the rapid construc-

tion of the St. John Hall Student 

Center, plans to build a new au-

ditorium near the Paul Mellon 

Arts Center (PMAC) are also in 

the works. 

While the project was orig-

inally intended to be an exten-

sion of the new student center, 

it later became clear that the 

ideal location was on the hill-

side next to the PMAC for logis-

tical and architectural reasons. 

The Board of Trustees approved 

the fundraising and design pro-

cess in the winter of 2015, and 

plans have unfolded since. This 

new auditorium is projected to 

be 48,700 square feet and seat 

1,070 people.

The idea for a new audito-

rium is the product of years of 

design dating back to at least 

2013. The decision to construct 

a new student center and audi-

torium came to fruition after 

contemplating and reevaluating 

Choate’s mission of cohesion 

and culture, which seeks to “al-

locate appropriate resources 

so that the entire school can 

gather to share, celebrate, and 

reflect.” For Headmaster Dr. 
Alex Curtis and many others, 

this meant building a conjoined 

student center and auditori-

um to accommodate the entire 

student body, faculty, and staff. 
However, while the area near 

the student center was the ideal 

location for the new student au-

ditorium, the auditorium would 

not fit in the space.
The purpose of building a 

new auditorium is to allow the 

Choate community to congre-

gate in one building for school 

meeting and other essential 

school-wide events. Dr. Curtis 

said, “Every time I have to say 

‘Hi to the students in Getz,’ it 

reminds me of why we are do-

ing the auditorium.” Approxi-

mately 80% of the third form is 

seated in Getz. Four years ago, 

during Dr. Curtis’s first year as 
Choate’s Headmaster, this was 

not the case. Third formers 

would sit on foldable chairs 

on the stage. However, the fire 
marshal deemed this practice 

unsafe. It was also inconve-

nient for performance set-up. 

Dr. Curtis continued, “School 

meeting is so central to who we 

are — the conversations, the 

performances, the Choate talks, 

the celebrations, the important 

messages, the opportunities. It 

is critical that we are all in the 

same building for that.” 

In addition to seating the 

entire Choate community, the 

new auditorium will provide 

spaces for instrumental music 

and singing. Incorporated into 

the design is a wing for the mu-

sic program equipped with a re-

cital hall as well as music class-

rooms. Construction of a large 

dance studio is set to take place 

as well. 

The PMAC itself is set to 

undergo alterations in the fu-

ture, dedicating one side of 

the building to theater and the 

other side to visual arts. The 

stairs in the PMAC courtyard 

will lead up to the new audito-

rium, so the design is cohesive 

with the preexisting structure. 

The move of instrumental and 

singing spaces from the exist-

ing PMAC stage will benefit 
the performances acoustically. 

By
Staff Reporter

See Page  2

KKK M ANNEQUIN IGNITES 
CALSA INITI ATIVES

A mannequin displayed wear-

ing Ku Klux Klan (KKK) garb in 

Wallingford precipitated a meet-

ing hosted by Choate Afro-Lati-

na Student Alliance (CALSA) on 

Sunday, October 2. 

Twelve days prior, on Septem-

ber 20, local newspapers report-

ed the sighting of a mannequin 

dressed “in a full KKK outfit, in-

cluding white robe and hood, and 

positioned in a Nazi-like salute,” 

according to Lauren Sievert, staff 
at the Record-Journal. Dean of 

Students Mr. James Stanley was 

the first of the senior administra-

tors aware of the situation. Mr. 

Stanley then notified Headmaster 
Dr. Alex Curtis and Director of 

Equity and Inclusion, Dr. Keith 

Hinderlie, who then commu-

nicated with Associate Head of 

School Ms. Kathleen Wallace. 

These faculty members decided 

to learn more about the incident 

before notifying the community. 

At the faculty meeting on Sep-

tember 22, Dr. Hinderlie aimed to 

arm faculty with tools to support 

students if and when the news got 

out. However, knowledge of the 

incident spread quickly as stu-

dents learned of the event from 

a Facebook post of alum Hakeem 

Angulu ’16 on September 23. 

CALSA hosted a meeting 

to discuss the incident and the 

KKK’s history in Wallingford, 

which raised concerns of de-

rogatory epithets from passing 

cars. Dean of Faculty Ms. Katie 

Levesque said, “I’m really glad 

we had the opportunity to come 

together and hear from students, 

and I look forward to making sure 

that we continue the conversation 

and follow-up. It’s helpful to hear 

students voice their concerns 

and ideas.” The following day, 

Dr. Hinderlie sent a letter to the 

student body outlining the events 

and reasoning behind the deci-

sion to refrain from notifying the 

student body. 

At school meeting on Sep-

tember 28, Dr. Hinderlie and Dr. 

Curtis noted that their priority 

was to ensure the safety of stu-

dents. They also invited students 

to attend a gathering hosted by 

Dr. Curtis and Dr. Hinderlie to 

discuss the situation. According 

to Mr. Stanley, however, no stu-

dents attended the gathering. 

Students viewed the non-stu-

dent initiated forum as a reac-

tionary act of an administration 

“scrambling to find a solution,” 
according to CALSA President 

Blair Cox ’17. She also said it was 

an attempt to “pull the wool over 

the eyes of the students affected 
by these events.” The administra-

tion intended for the forum to be 

a place for the administration to 

“just sit there and listen” and not 

take control of the dialogue. 

The morning of September 

29, Cox sent a letter with signa-

tures of campus organizations 

to the senior officers involved in 
making the initial decisions sur-

rounding whether to inform the 

community. The recipients were 

Dr. Curtis, Mr. Stanley, Ms. Wal-

lace, and Dr. Hinderlie. The letter, 

in addition to inviting the officers 
to the open forum, outlined three 

measures that the administration 

could enact “to ensure the safe-

ty and comfort of all students.” 

Those measures include: (1) po-

sitioning a community safety of-

ficer  at the four way intersection 
of Christian St. and North Elm 

St., a place of heavy traffic where 
many students note encountering 

racist or gender based epithets 

from passing drivers, (2) making 

the administration work closely 

By
Reporter
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CAMPUS WEATHER TOWER TO RECORD 
VALUABLE ECOLOGICAL DATA

Choate will be constructing 

a 10-meter tall weather tower 

near the Kohler Environmental 

Center (KEC) within the next 

fiscal year. The weather tower 
will record valuable ecological 

data such as temperature, pre-

cipitation, relative humidity, 

wind speed and direction, radi-

ation from the Earth and atmo-

sphere, soil temperature, and 

soil humidity. 

There are no other weather 

towers that meet these specifi-

cations in Wallingford, although 

the towers are standard research 

structures in places where people 

are doing long-term ecological 

research. The hope is that con-

struction on the tower will start 

sometime during the 2017-2018 

academic year. Mr. Joe Scanio, 

the KEC program director and 

main person involved with the 

project, said, “It’s just taken time 

with permitting, logistics, and fi-

nancials to get the tower built.” 

According to The Record-Jour-
nal, the tower will cost between 

$10,000 and $15,000.

This weather tower plan has 

been in the works since the KEC 

was built in 2011. Mr. Scanio 

noted, “The weather tower was 

one of the things I brought up 

when thinking about the long-

term ecological research that 

could be done at the KEC. At 

the time, there weren’t as many 

financial resources put into re-

search infrastructure on the 

land, so the weather tower was 

not prioritized.” 

Mr. Scanio has carefully 

thought over the design of the 

weather tower. In order to com-

ply with national and interna-

tional standards for accurate 

measurement of wind speeds, 

the tower was designed to be over 

ten meters tall. It will also have 

an additional three to five foot 
pole on top for lightning protec-

tion. The Choate weather tower 

will be a narrow and lightweight 

structure built on three legs so 

By
Staff Reporter

See Page  2

The over 30-feet tall weather tower will cost between $10,000-$15,000.

There’s no reason that a 

be less creative than a 

Dr. Travis Feldman
i.d.Lab Facilitator

How a drive back from Ex-
eter turned into a past-cur-

few fiasco. 

News........................... 1-3
Opinions: Campus ......... 4
Opinions: Nation/World .. 5

 ....................... 6
Arts and Leisure ............. 7
Sports ............................. 8

Read it then recycle it

Contact Us

Call us at: 
(203) 697-2070

thechoatenews@choate.edu
Online at: 

thenews.choate.edu

Visuals (from left to right) by
Choate Rosemary Hall, 

Shutterstock, 
Johnny Clapham, 

and Choate Football Instagram.



Friday, October 7, 2016Page 2 || The Choate News

Parents across the board 
loved the booth and the chance 
to have their children learn new 
skills and tehcniques.

One parent attending the 
Faire said, “I think it’s incredi-
bly beneficial that children learn 
how to expand their abilities. 
They have great imaginations 
and the more they learn how to 
use tools and materials in differ-
ent ways, the easier it is for them 
to go from what’s in their head to 
build things and creating them.” 

She continued, “This is giving 
them another set of skills so that 
when they know that they want to 
build something, they can start to 
figure out how to take those steps.”

Another added, “I also think 
it’s very empowering for them, 
especially girls, to be able to use 
these tools and have the power to 
create and to make things with 
their own two hands.”

It was a productive experi-
ence for the students leading 
the workshop, too. Annabelle 
Strong ’19 said, “It was inspiring 
to be around so many people who 
share the same passions and in-
terests as me.”

Ben Dreier ’18 agreed, saying, 
“I had a good time. It was fun to 

see all sorts of crazy things peo-
ple had made.”

In addition to the workshop, 
the booth showed off some stu-
dent creations from the i.d.Lab, 
such as “50 different ways to re-
purpose a $0.99 IKEA bag” from 
the Design Thinking class taught 
in the i.d.Lab, and plans for a ro-
botic fish from Will Wu ’19.

Charlie Schlager ’19 also dis-
played a solar-powered drone 
that he had built over the past 
year. He had wanted to figure out 
“a way to increase the flight time 
of the drone while keeping its bal-
ance and not weighing down the 
drone with more batteries.” After 
months of research, experimen-
tation, and prototyping, Schlager 
finished the drone, which is now 
able to fly for 13 minutes.

For students like Charlie, 
the Maker movement also rep-
resents a new trend in learn-
ing. “Although many people can 
learn just through conventional 
means, there are also a fair num-
ber of us that, unless we can take 
things apart and put them back 
together, will never fully under-
stand what we’re learning.”

Dr. Bardoe agreed, saying, 
“I think there’s a huge benefit 
to making. I think that students 
are missing out on a lot of really 
important ideas and challenges 
that go with making. From revi-
sion to collaboration, to reaching 
out — outside of campus — to see 
what has been done already and 
can be done.” 

He continued, “I think we will 
almost certainly go again.”

Dr. Curtis said, “The current 
multi-purpose spaces present 
a lot of challenges. Building a 
new auditorium is an oppor-
tunity to get it right for those 
things.”

Moreover, Dr. Curtis ex-
plained that, “The auditorium 
will have to be a good neighbor 
to the PMAC. It will be in the 
same general artistic oeuvre — 
a modernist building but still 
sympathetic to the PMAC.” The 
exterior design for the audito-
rium will strive to utilize sim-
ilar materials to emulate major 
design elements of the PMAC. 
The inside of the auditorium 
will have the capacity to close 
off or darken certain areas to 
accommodate more intimate 
audiences of around 250 peo-
ple. Dr. Curtis added, “The 
new auditorium is not just a 
one event, once a week type of 
place, but something that will 
be heavily used by students.”

Breaking ground in prepa-
ration for the construction of 
the auditorium is scheduled 
to begin shortly following the 
conclusion of the 2017 school 
year, a feat that is “aggressive, 
hopeful, and a goal to aim for,” 
in Dr. Curtis’s opinion. The to-
tal project length is estimated 
to be about 18 months and set 
to finish during the 2018-2019 
academic year. 

The response from the 
Choate community thus far 
has been positive, as many 
faculty members recognize 
the need for a space to hold 
the entire school. While some 
believe another construction 
site on campus isn’t ideal, Dr. 
Curtis asserts that “the short 
term pain is overcome by the 
long term gains as those of you 
enjoying Lanphier now can at-
test to.” Additionally, the draw-
backs won’t be as pronounced 
as those experienced during 
the construction of the student 
center given the location of the 
construction. 

According to Dr. Curtis, 
Wallingford duly requested 
that Choate “go through due 
diligence to make sure that the 
building doesn’t impact oth-
er people.” He continued, “It’s 
been a collaborative process 
with them. The original site at-
tached to St. John Hall did im-
pact our neighbors in ways that 
we understood were not great. 
We want to be a good neighbor 
and that was part of our deci-
sion to move it.” 

Overall, there has been 
much excitement for the con-
struction of a new auditorium. 
“It really goes back to the sec-
tion on cohesion and culture.” 
Dr. Curtis commented. “We 
want to support the growth in 
all these programs and meet 
the students’ needs and the 
school’s needs,” he concluded.

Auditorium
Continued from Page 1

with local government and advo-
cacy groups to “bring awareness 
and resolution to the prejudicial 
attitudes that still exist in Walling-
ford and affect the Choate student 
body,” and (3) ensuring the Cho-
ate administration will “prioritize 
transparency, honesty, and time-
liness when deciding how to deal 
with issues that reach the magni-
tude of this most recent event.” 

Cox opened Sunday’s forum: 
“We aren’t calling an open forum 
to criticize Choate because we’re 
ungrateful for the wonderful en-
vironment that has been created 
for us. In fact, we’re expressing our 
disappointment with the handling 
of this incident because we love 
Choate, and we think we should 
hold it to the rigorous standards 
that we have been taught to value 
as part of our Choate education.”

“The school has a responsi-
bility to keep the student body 
informed about issues that affect 
student safety,” said a student. 
Similar sentiments, drawing on 
feelings of frustration and disap-
pointment, were echoed through-
out the forum. 

The proposed structural solu-
tions to better respond to situa-
tions such as the KKK incident 
include developing protocols to no-
tify the community if similar situa-
tions occur and creating reporting 
guidelines for street harassment 
from cars. They determined that 
in the case that someone encoun-
ters such a situation, one should 
attempt to catch any information 
accessible about the car, wheth-
er that be model, color, or license 
plate number, and report this in-
formation to Community Safety.

Faculty and students gener-
ally agree that they must develop 
clear channels of communica-
tion between different spheres 
of the Choate community. “We 
need to work together in or-
der to solve the problems,” said 
Ms. Levesque. This situation, as 
acknowledged by key decision 
makers, was not handled per-
fectly, but it permitted a learning 
opportunity for all to grow from. 
Now, there appears a commit-
ment to change and growth from 
all members of the community.

Mehreen Pasha may 
be reached at 

mpasha18@choate.edu
Sabrina Xie may be reached 

at sxie17@choate.edu

Continued from Page 1

that people can easily access the 
instruments on the tower.  The 
tower requires little electricity, 
and its power supply will come 
from the KEC.

When planning the weath-
er tower, Mr. Scanio also spoke 
with Mr. David Foster ’72, head 
of Harvard University’s forestry 
school and a Choate alumnus. 
Mr. Scanio worked with Mr. 
Foster to ensure that the weath-
er tower Choate built would be 
valuable to researchers outside 
of the school. Harvard also has 
its own weather tower, so Mr. 
Scanio talked with Mr. Emery 
Boost, the information manager 
for the Harvard weather tower. 
They collaborated to figure out 
how to effectively collect and 
present the proposed Choate 
weather tower data. 

Before the school could 
build the tower, however, it had 
to request a variance from the 
town. The tower is going to be 
built in the field near Paddock 
Farm, across the footbridge 
from the KEC. This location is 
in a zoning region of Walling-

ford where regulations limit the 
height of structures to 30 feet. 
Choate sought permission for 
the weather tower by request-
ing a variance for the structure, 
which would span 36 feet in 
height. In order for the town to 
approve, Choate had to pres-
ent the idea multiple times to 
different parts of the local gov-
ernment. Members of the town 
government then had to decide 
whether or not to accept the 
variance, which they did.

At the moment, there are 
still a few logistical problems 
with the construction of the 
weather tower, primarily in de-
ciding how to get information to 
and from the tower. It has not 
been completely finalized, but 
the data transmission will either 
be done solely through cables, or 
through a combination of cables 
and Wi-Fi. This will allow peo-
ple to collect real time data from 
the weather tower, as opposed 
to first downloading the data 
onto a device and then shifting 
it to an online format. 

The data that is collected will 
be important for students in the 
Environmental Immersion Pro-

gram, who will be able to analyze 
the data as part of their research 
projects or classes. The data will 
also be valuable because a wide 
variety of people will have ac-
cess to it. The weather tower is 
designed so that anyone in town 
could use the generated data. 
For example, if a researcher is 
looking at large-scale north-
south weather patterns, Cho-
ate’s weather tower could help 
add another data point to his or 
her collection. 

 Speaking on the potential 
impact of the weather tow-
er, Mr. Scanio said, “Partic-
ularly with climate change, 
it’s really important to try to 
understand what’s going on 
in different areas. If we have 
those data coming in contin-
ually, we will be able to see 
exactly how the weather here 
is changing over time. So 
there’s that long term value. 
However, it will also have a 
major positive impact on our 
ability to do other ecological 
research studies here.” 

Danielle Young may be reached 
at dyoung17@choate.edu

Mark 
Gosztyla

Prepare to see over 200 po-
etry books when you enter the 
office of new English teacher 
Mr. Mark Gosztyla. The books, 
which he has read over the last 
five years, overflow the shelves. 

When asked how he manag-
es to make the time to indulge 
in so much poetry, Mr. Goszty-
la answered, “If you don’t make 
time to do it, then you proba-
bly won’t time have to do it.” 

Surprisingly, the poetry 
enthusiast did not develop a 
love for writing until the end 
of his high school career. Mr. 
Gosztyla recounted inspir-
ing English teachers who fos-
tered his love for writing in 
college. Mr. Gosztyla earned 
a B.A. in English at the Uni-

versity of New Hampshire and 
an MFA in Creative Writing.  

Since then, Mr. Goszty-
la has embarked on the jour-
ney of sharing his knowledge 
of and fondness for English 
to students in the classroom. 
He worked in the English de-
partment at Tufts Universi-
ty for seven years, and he has 
also worked as a substitute 
English teacher at Hopkins.

Mr. Gosztyla has also 
coached cross country and 
track and field at Yale Univer-
sity. This year, Mr Gosztyla will 
be coaching these two sports 
at Choate, along with teach-
ing various English courses. 
He is living in Delbos House 
with his wife Amy and his two 
children, Lillian and Waverly.

He remarked that the most 
rewarding feeling as a teacher is 
“seeing young writers find suc-
cess” and “having students real-
ize that the struggle is worth it.” 

-Huong Pham ’19

Weather Tower to Enable 
Students’ Study of Climate

Continued from Page 1

KKK Incident Sparks 
Alarm and Action

Continued from Page 1

Choate students led a workshop teaching children how to solder paperclips together to create small 
sculptures of people, butterflies, and more.

The Choate News

Grayce Gibbs may be reached 
at ggibbs18@choate.edu
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Yasin 
Ahmed

 “I’m an advocate for all stu-
dents,” said Mr. Yasin Ahmed, 
Choate’s new Muslim Chap-
lain. “I’m available when stu-
dents have difficulties or need 
someone to talk to. I want to 
make sure students feel com-
fortable, safe, and taken care of 
while they are here at Choate ” 

Mr. Ahmed worked at En-
tourage Yearbooks for several 
years before becoming a Mus-
lim Chaplain. He also previous-
ly worked as an office assistant 
at an acupuncture office. “I 
knew religion made me happy,” 
he said. He is now currently 
working as an Islamic Studies 
educator and mentor at Ma-
dina Academy and St. Gabriel 
Parochial School in Windsor, 

Conn. He is also a Muslim 
Chaplain at Trinity College, 
in Hartford. He is current-
ly working toward his M.A. at 
Hartford Seminary. He studied 
finance at Rutgers University.

Mr. Ahmed comes to Cho-
ate every Friday to meet stu-
dents in Spears. He facilitates 
the needs of the Muslim com-
munity and anyone else look-
ing for support. Mr. Ahmed 
said, “My focus is empowering 
students to be well in their 
minds, bodies, and souls.” 
He added, “If we learn how 
to hear the pain of others and 
express love, we will not just 
change the world, but change 
ourselves in the process.”

 Mr. Ahmed described Cho-
ate as inspiring and full of po-
tential. “Students are striking 
in intellect, curiosity, and com-
passion. I’d love to see what 
we could do to spread what we 
have here to the Wallingford 
community,” he concluded.

-Pinn Chirathivat ’19

Yasin Ahmed

Alex 
Long

While the construction of 
the new St. John Hall may be 
unsightly to some, its open-
ing next spring could not be 
more exciting to new Assis-
tant Director of Student Ac-
tivities, Ms. Alex Long. “I 
think the new building is go-
ing to give us the opportunity 
to grow and make our clubs 
and events stronger,” she said. 

Ms. Long has her own 
philosophy regarding stu-
dent activities. “I think it’s 
important because this is a 
home away from home, and 
you need kids to be comfort-
able and happy. I think activ-
ities give people — whether 
they’re students, faculty, or 
staff — the ability to relax and 

unwind in a setting that isn’t 
meant to always be so serious.”

Ms. Long was born in Spain 
and grew up on Choate’s cam-
pus; she is the daughter of 
Spanish teacher Mr. Charlie 
Long. However, she has long 
had an inkling that the class-
room isn’t the place for her. 
As an adult, she has preferred 
managing a kids’ summer 
camp, organizing recreation-
al activities and, simply, get-
ting to know the kids outside 
of an academic setting. Her 
new job seems a perfect fit.

Outside of work, Ms. Long 
enjoys planning her own 
themed parties, and she rel-
ishes brainstorming activities 
for her five-year-old son to 
enjoy. Choate’s student activ-
ities are especially meaning-
ful to her because she grew up 
seeing these events, and she 
is excited for the opportuni-
ty to “come in with new ideas 
and put a fresh spin on it.”

-Grace Zhang ’20

The Choate News

around so many people 
who share the same 
passions and interests 

Annabelle Strong ’19
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Stephen 
Siper-
stein

“In Oregon, I raised chick-
ens. I really like gardening. I’ve 
worked in outdoor education. I 
like to bike, ski, fly-fish, all kinds 
of outdoor activities. I play gui-
tar,” said Mr. Stephen Siperstein, 
a new English teacher, while list-
ing some fun facts about himself.

 Hailing from Boston, Dr. 
Siperstein earned a B.A. in En-
glish from Wesleyan, a M.A. 
in English from Boston Col-
lege, and a Ph.D. in English 
from the University of Oregon, 
where he studied environ-
mental issues and literature. 

Describing his decision to 
come to Choate, Dr. Siperstein 
said, “I always enjoyed that at-
mosphere of being able to work 

with kids in many settings. I 
think Choate is great because of 
the number of activities it offers”

While Dr. Siperstein is a 
teacher in the English depart-
ment, he is immensely interest-
ed in incorporating science into 
his classes, especially in his En-
glish course at the KEC. “One of 
my specific interests is learning 
how to teach climate change, 
which is usually thought of as a 
scientific issue, through the hu-
manities. I’m really intrigued by 
how do we teach that in some-
thing like an English course, 
and use literature to think 
about scientific issues,” he said.

Outside the classroom, Dr. 
Siperstein is advising The Lit and 
assisting with the Writing Center. 
He is living with his wife in a fac-
ulty house.He commented on his 
experience at Choate so far, “It is a 
really welcoming community and 
I’ve felt very welcomed.”  

-Aidan Marzeotti ’20

Cathryn 
Stout

Ms. Cathryn Stout may be 
a new full-time Choate English 
teacher, but this fall by no means 
marks her first time at Choate. 
Previously, she spent the fall and 
spring at Saint Louis University 
where she is earning a doctoral 
degree, and during the summers, 
Ms. Stout worked at Choate as a 
teacher in the Writing Program. 
This year she teaches third form 
English and American Litera-
ture with fifth formers. After 
classes, she advises Pitman girls. 

Ms. Stout grew up in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, where she lived 
until leaving to pursue a B.A. 
from Wellesley College in The-
ater and American Studies and 
an M.A. from the University of 

Mississippi in Southern Studies. 
“Wellesley was the first time I 
ever lived above the Mason-Dix-
on Line, as we say,” she said. 
This experience made her more 
curious about the American cul-
tural landscape, and inspired her 
to pursue her doctoral degree. 
She is set to earn her doctorate 
in American Studies in 2017.

Ms. Stout worked as a jour-
nalist for a daily newspaper for 
six years, which is why the ad-
ministration asked her to serve 
as the assistant adviser to The 
Choate News. Her experiences 
in the South have shaped her 
career. “The South is known 
for its storytelling, so I grew 
up telling stories. In Ameri-
can Studies I feel like what I 
do is tell longer stories from 
primary sources. It’s been a 
natural progression from hear-
ing stories, to telling stories, 
to teaching other people how 
to tell stories,” said Ms. Stout. 

-Anjali Mangla ’20

Heather 
York

What is new biology teach-
er Dr. Heather York’s claim 
to fame? She considers it to 
be a picture she once took of 
a jackalope that has now been 
featured in several papers, in-
cluding the New York Times.

Calling Wisconsin home, Dr. 
York graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota with a B.S. in 
Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior, 
and a B.A. in Spanish. She then 
pursued her Ph.D. in Ecology 
and Evolutionary Biology at the 
University of Kansas. After earn-
ing her Ph.D., Dr. York worked 
at various institutions, including 
Doane College and Buena Vis-
ta University, where she was an 
assistant professor in biology.

When asked about her rea-
sons for pursuing science, Dr. 
York explained, “I’ve always loved 
biology, and ever since I was a lit-
tle kid, I’ve loved animals.” She 
has spent time in Latin America 
studying tropical bats and done 
work at natural history museums. 

After teaching at Buena Vis-
ta University and a session of 
summer school at Hotchkiss, Dr. 
York came to Choate. She was 
seeking a school “where the stu-
dents and the faculty had more 
opportunities to do innovative 
learning and traveling.” In ad-
dition, Dr. York enjoyed the 
pace of life at Choate. She is not 
coaching a sport at the moment, 
but in the future she hopes to 
coach intramural volleyball and 
JV softball. She can be found in 
Spencer House with her hus-
band, Mr. Schwarz, her daugh-
ter, Zoey, and her very friend-
ly border collie mix, Penny.

-Peyton Gaughan ’18

Jenn 
Pelletier

From excelling on the 
squash courts to informing 
students of the latest interna-
tional news, new HPRSS teach-
er Ms. Jenn Pelletier is always 
looking for ways to apply her 
interest to the lives around 
her. She is currently living 
in Pratt with  her partner. 

Originally from Toronto, 
Canada, Ms. Pelletier graduat-
ed from Trinity College in 2014, 
earning degrees in political sci-
ence and history. She was an 
avid squash player, becoming 
a member of the Canadian Na-
tional Women’s Squash Team. 
Although Ms. Pelletier always 
was interested in history, she 
didn’t consider teaching it un-
til later in her life. “I worked 

as a professional squash ath-
lete and a coach until I realized 
I loved working with kids. I 
wasn’t being challenged intel-
lectually, so I tried the class-
room,” she explained. She 
decided to work at Westover 
School, an all-girls boarding 
school in Middlebury, Conn.

As to why Ms. Pelletier 
came to Choate, she stated, “I 
was looking for change, and I 
thought it might be an inter-
esting challenge to come to 
a school that was co-ed, be-
cause I had never taught boys 
before.” She teaches Contem-
porary Issues and U.S. His-
tory, and in the winter she 
coaches girls’ varsity squash. 

When asked about her 
hopes for her time at Choate, 
Ms. Pelletier answered, “I hope 
I can use all of my interests as a 
teacher in the classroom, with 
history, and with squash, as well 
as hang out in the dorm to im-
prove the Choate community.”

-Kate Spencer ’20

Stephanie 
Neul

New math teacher Ms. 
Stephanie Neul teaches three 
sections of Algebra 2 Ac-
celerated. Ms. Neul lives in 
Walsh House advising senior 
girls. She is often accompa-
nied by Isaac, her German 
Shepherd of increasing fame.

A native of Summit, New 
Jersey, Ms. Neul graduated 
from St. Paul’s School. After-
wards, she attended Williams 
College, where she majored 
in both English and Math. 

A rower since high school, 
Ms. Neul’s attraction to Choate 
stemmed from the opportuni-
ty to coach crew, and she now 
coaches the novice girls’ team. 
Ms. Neul had worked initially 
at Morgan Stanley  in New York 

before deciding she wanted to 
teach high school students. She 
initially discovered Choate by 
teaching at Choate Summer 
Programs. In regards to why 
her experience encouraged her 
to apply as a full-time teacher, 
she remarked, “What struck 
me was how close the teach-
ers were to each other. I had a 
great time and felt like I really 
connected with the teachers.” 

She also loved the stu-
dents, stating, “I was really 
impressed by the class I ob-
served and the students who 
toured me. I thought every-
one seemed to really want to 
be here working hard, which 
is what any teacher would 
want their school to be like.”

Her favorite thing about 
Choate thus far has been 
the dining hall. “The din-
ing hall is actually the best 
thing ever, no matter what 
anyone says. It’s better than 
me cooking for myself.” 

-Lauren Dorsey ’18

Claire 
Minneman

When asked why she wanted 
to become a college counselor, Ms. 
Claire Minneman commented, “I 
wanted to become a college coun-
selor because I had transferred 
colleges when I was a student in 
college, and I wanted to help stu-
dents find the right place for them 
the first time.” Ms. Minneman is 
coming to Choate after being a 
college counselor for two years at 
Miss Porter’s School. She is cur-
rently living in a faculty house 
with her husband, HPRSS teach-
er Mr. Jesse Minneman, and they 
are expecting a baby in December.  

Ms. Minneman was born and 
raised in Michigan. She earned a 
B.A. from Boston College, major-
ing in political science and minor-

ing in philosophy. Afterward, she 
went on to a EdM from Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. 

She is an avid reader. Current-
ly she is reading, “a series by Ken 
Follett that chronicles five fami-
lies in three books that surround-
ings the early 1900s up until the 
1980s. It’s tied around the wars.”

Ms. Minneman recalled the 
positive impression Choate left 
upon her. “I had a wonderful time 
when I was here for my interview 
and had really great conversations 
with the different members of 
the College Counseling office. So 
I was drawn for the community 
that I felt when I was here for my 
interview. In addition, my hus-
band has been on the faculty here 
for a couple of years, so I’ve come 
to know parts of the community, 
and I felt it was very welcoming.” 

She added, “So far, every-
thing’s been great. All the things 
I was really looking forward 
to I’ve enjoyed a great deal.”

-Aisha Pasha ’20

Gary 
Lynch

“If you had told me six 
months ago that I would be work-
ing here, I would’ve laughed at 
you. I just think it’s so funny how 
it all came into place,” exclaimed 
Mr. Gary Lynch, the new dining 
hall monitor. 

He recounted when he first 
heard the idea of working at Cho-
ate. “My wife, out of the blue, said, 
‘Gee, wouldn’t it be nice if you 
worked at Choate?’ My wife and 
I have been affiliated with Choate 
through working for the Adaptive 
Skate and Adaptive Swim pro-
grams for about eight years, but I 
just kind of just pooh-poohed her 
suggestion because I didn’t think 
I had right kind of skillset to work 
here. Then when I just happened 

to Google ‘employment,’ I saw 
the opportunity, and I applied for 
it immediately,” he said.

Although he is new to his po-
sition as dining hall monitor, Mr. 
Lynch isn’t a stranger to the town 
of Wallingford. He graduated 
from Lyman Hall High School in 
1971. After graduating from ra-
diology school in 1973, he worked 
in the radiology field for more 
than 30 years until he retired in 
2008. After his retirement, Mr. 
Lynch worked as a home health 
aide for several years, and then as 
a government-employed worker 
at state homes. 

Though it has only been two 
weeks since his employment, 
Mr. Lynch has fully immersed 
himself into the Choate commu-
nity. “Good energy, getting to 
meet different people, listening 
to interesting conversations...I 
truly have everything that I 
could possibly want right here 
in this dining hall.” 

-Haley Chang ’18
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Jessica 
Pfeil

Mathem atics has always 
been an integral part of Dr. 
Jessica Pfeil’s life, wheth-
er she was studying recur-
sive thinking for her Ph.D. 
or teaching her first class. 

Born and raised in Mary-
land, new math teacher Dr. 
Pfeil earned a B.S. from Virgin-
ia Tech, a M.A. from New York 
University, and an  MPhil and 
Ph.D. from Columbia Univer-
sity. Her first teaching job was 
after college, teaching math to 
students who were in middle 
and high school. She described 
the teaching environment she 
found there to be challenging, 
especially because of the num-
ber of children dropping out 
by eleventh grade. After this 

job, Dr. Pfeil worked at a pub-
lic school in West Orange, New 
Jersey. She has also worked 
in the mathematics depart-
ment of Sacred Heart Univer-
sity and Fairfield University. 

Coming to Choate was an 
exciting change for Dr. Pfeil. 
She noticed the warm and 
unified school community 
during her tour of the cam-
pus. Dr. Pfeil especially paid 
attention to the rigorous aca-
demics, enthusiastic students, 
and supportive faculty, all of 
which influenced her deci-
sion to come teach at Choate. 

She currently lives with 
her husband, one son, and two 
daughters in Pratt, above the 
Health Center. When she isn’t 
teaching at the Lanphier Center, 
she enjoys skiing and playing 
tennis. Dr. Pfeil is also the assis-
tant advisor to The Brief, and is 
currently deciding what sport she 
would like to coach in the spring.

-Aisha Pasha ’20
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Brooke 
Rea

A travel enthusiast, new En-
glish teacher Ms. Brooke Rea 
has arrived at Choate, her latest 
adventure. She had taught ESL 
in Prague, then taught writing 
and literature at schools in 
New York for over a decade. 
Ms. Rea kicked off her Choate 
career with Choate Summer 
Programs, and since then, she 
has made a splash both in the 
classroom and in the pool as a 
water polo coach. 

“I liked the way the faculty 
talked about their jobs. I want-
ed the opportunity to have rela-
tionships with the students and 
have an impact on them that 
would go beyond just the day-
to-day classroom material,” Ms. 
Rea remarked. 

Even when Ms. Rea was 
yong, she loved English. “Read-
ing literature and knowing how 
to talk about it in the context 
of the world makes you a more 
intelligent and more aware hu-
man being,” she said. That pas-
sion never wavered; Ms. Rea 
went on to earn a B.A. in English 
Literature at Bucknell Universi-
ty, a M.A. in English Education 
at Columbia University, and a 
MFA in Creative Writing at Sar-
ah Lawrence College. Ms. Rea is 
also currently writing a novel. 

In the future, Ms. Rea sees 
herself continuing teaching 
and writing, each inspiring 
and motivating the other. She 
commented, “The empathy and 
understanding of other people 
that I’ve gained from teaching 
is something that I don’t believe 
you can find in any other profes-
sion. Teaching feeds my writing, 
in a way, as well. So I don’t see 
one without the other.”

-Grace Zhang ’20

Choate 
Appoints New 

CIO

New Chief Investment Offi-
cer Mr. Jason Raiti succeeded 
Mr. John C. Burditt ’70, who 
retired last year after 19 years 
at Choate. Mr. Raiti, who hails 
from Massena, New York, aims 
to maintain the strong founda-
tion that Mr. Burditt laid. 

Mr. Raiti attended Dart-
mouth College, where he 
earned a B.A. in economics 
and played football. After he 
graduated in 2006, he worked 
in Cincinnati as a real estate 
analyst. He served as Senior 
Research Analyst for the Fund 
Evaluation Group from 2007 
to 2011, and worked as the 
Associate Director of the In-
vestment Office at Wesleyan 
University from 2011 to 2014. 
Most recently, he worked as an 
investor for Eastman Kodak, in 
Rochester, New York, oversee-
ing the allocation of the com-
pany’s $5 billion pension plan. 

Appointed as to his new 
position in August, Mr. Rai-
ti now manages Choate’s 
approximatly $350 million 
endowment. Among other 
things, he is responsible for 

making recommendations to 
the investment committee, a 
subset of the Board of Trust-
ees that oversees and invests 
Choate’s growing endowment. 
Mr. Raiti works daily to com-
pile information helpful when 
making investment decisions, 
and he reports his findings 
back to the committee for the 
final approval. 

As Mr. Raiti kicks off his 
Choate career, he strives to 
maintain the strong reputation 
that Choate has built for itself, 
and through working with the 
dedicated investment commit-
tee, he hopes to make worth-
while investments. He aims 
to develop ancillary research 
projects, invest in private eq-
uity, and invest in emerging 
markets. He also hopes to lead 
the investment committee 
into a more granular approach 
when it comes to investing, as 
he believes that small changes 
will enhance the returns for 
the school. 

Mr. Raiti resides in West 
Hartford with his wife and two 
boys. He said, “Coming to this 
School was a great opportu-
nity for me. I have everything 
that you would want when 
you’re in this position. The in-
vestment committee is full of 
great people,  and I was blown 
away by the institution and by 
Dr. Curtis and his vision for 
the School.” 

Arjun Katechia may 
be reached at 

akatechia19@choate.edu

By
Position
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Mr. Jason Raiti
Chief Investment Officer



 CORRECTIONS
ARTS
An article about Edward Albee '46 misstated information regarding his visits 

to campus after he graduated. He visited seven times: in 1968, to attend, not 

direct, a production of Zoo Story; in 1972, not 1976, to accept the Alumni Seal 

Prize and attend the opening of the Paul Mellon Arts Center; and in 1976 and 

1999 to deliver Commencement, not Convocation, addresses. 
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Yes, Your Hawaiian-Themed 
Event is Appropriative

In the winter of my eighth 
grade year, a determination 
to twist my hair consumed 

me. I inhaled all the information 
I could find about the history of 
dreadlocks. I listened to the sto-
ries of famous activists with locks. 
I spent hours before the mirror 
in deep contemplation. I medi-
tated at length before deciding to 
dreadlock my hair because, to me, 
the decision’s implications were 
more than just a change in aes-
thetic. In locking my hair, I would 
follow in the footsteps of ances-
tors whose nappy heads symbol-
ized defiance, declared self-love, 
and, too often, begot repression. 
My decision to dreadlock my hair 
wasn’t as simple as choosing a 
flattering hairstyle off a chart; 
therefore, I have been alarmed by 
the frequency with which white 
celebrities like Kylie Jenner have, 
as a fashion statement, donned a 
hairstyle that represents a history 
unknown to them — a history 
written in the blood and tears of 
an oppressed people.

It is from the experience 
of having my own culture ap-
propriated that I approach the 
recent appropriation of Hawai-
ian culture by some members 
of our community, namely the 
Boar Pen. The Boar Pen decided 
to sponsor a Hawaiian-themed 
sports game, to which attendees 
were encouraged to wear Ha-
waiian shirts and bring water-
sport accessories. While I cannot 
speak to how an indigenous Na-
tive Hawaiian might feel about 
this, I concur with the thoughts 
of Hawaiian journalist and activ-
ist, Anne Keala Kelly, who de-
scribed haoles, or white people, 

who “throw those parties and give 
those lei” as “eating vomit, cul-
ture vomit, to be exact.” To Kelly, 
white use of use of historical Ha-
waiian cultural items is “so clearly 
intended to mean as much as one 
of those party favor whistles you 
can find at a kid’s birthday cel-
ebration.” I share Kelly’s sense of 
injustice in the face of ignorant 
opportunists, like Kylie Jenner, 
treating meaningful traditions 
like fashion statements and cheap 
thrills. For those who know the 
history of traditions like dread-
locks, these practices are worth 
more than just their appearance; 
and yet, this significance is lost on 
those who take on cultures as a 
costume or theme.

In addition to ignoring the his-
tory and significance of Hawaiian 
cultural practices, Boar Pen and 
other appropriators of Hawaiian 
culture ignore the violent repres-
sion that indigenous Hawaiians 
have faced and continue to face 
as a consequence of their cultural 
practices. Imperialist encroach-
ment on cultural practices is often 
accompanied or facilitated by the 
murder and conquest of indig-
enous peoples. In the case of Ha-
waii, Kelly asserts “killing us off in 
multiple ways made it easier for 
haole people to encroach on ev-
erything Hawaiian. Humiliating 
us and our cultural traditions has 
been very effective.” For many 
Hawaiian people, mainstream 
depictions of the islands as a ha-

ven for beach-bum, continental 
U.S. citizens are a reminder of the 
force with which the imperialist 
U.S. invaded and commoditized 
their home. This process, which 
one political scientist described 
as “the utter degradation of [Ha-
waiian] culture and [Hawaiian] 
people under corporate tourism,” 
had visceral and memorable im-
pacts on indigenous people and 
their psychopathology. The Boar 
Pen and other cultural appropria-
tors cannot overlook and erase 
the lasting consequences of U.S. 
imperialism and the tourism in-
dustry, consequences derived 
from Hawaiian culture’s com-
modification, of which events like 
Boar Pen’s make light. 

Similarly, those who appro-
priate Black hairstyles, like my 
own, wish to forget the physical 
violence and institutional op-
pression with which these hair-
styles have long been associated. 
As recently as 2014, the United 
States army banned dreadlocks, 
denigrating the traditional Black 
hairstyle as “unkempt” and “mat-
ted.” Those with natural Black 
hairstyles face these repressive 
notions in part because of their 
hairstyles’ history of opposing 
white supremacy: many natural 
movements, like the Afro move-
ment of the ‘60s, have empha-
sized Black beauty as a means to 
combat inequality and hatred. 
Marginalized peoples’ cultural 
practices are often inextricable 
from those peoples’ heinous 
histories, and Boar Pen should 
not be allowed to brush over the 
hard-to-swallow aspects of their 
appropriative events.

The Boar Pen’s invitation to a 
“Hawaiian themed” sports event 
demeaned and trivialized ancient 
and significant cultural practices, 

which the event sought to make 
a cheap gimmick to encourage 
participation. In addition to trivi-
alization, events like the Boar 
Pen’s are guilty of perpetuating 
racist and stereotypical depic-
tions of Hawaiian culture as only 
bikinis and Hawaiian shirts. I am 
reminded of Tau Kappa Epsilon 
chapter that held a “MLK Black 
Party,” at which Black culture was 
equated with baggy basketball 
jerseys, bandannas, and back-
ward baseball caps. The danger in 
stereotypes like these lies in their 
ability to reduce a people to a car-
icature, thereby enabling imperi-
alism. Hawaiian culture is more 
than floral shirts and swimwear, 
and to be so reductionist is to en-
able oneself to ignore the diver-
sity of the islands and, therefore, 
to ignore the island’s indigenous 
people.

Discussions about cultural 
sensitivity are always inhibited 
by a singular fear: where does it 
end? Ultimately, the only sugges-
tion I can offer is that we should 
all apply scrutiny to the cultural 
practices we replicate. Before 
announcing a Hawaiian-themed 
event, ask yourself: do I know 
enough about Hawaiian culture 
to educate someone else? Could 
I detail the origins of the cultural 
practices I wish to use, and am 
I aware of the power dynamics 
from which I benefit over those 
of this culture? Has someone of 
this culture expressed discomfort 
about me or others engaging in 
this activity? If you can’t answer 
all these questions, it’s probably 
time to put your lei away.

Anselm Kizza-Besigye is 
a sixth former from Oxford, 

England.  He may be reached at 
akizzabesigye17@choate.edu

On Saturday, September 
24, residents notified 
the police of a man-

nequin dressed in Ku Klux 
Klan regalia near Route 5, 
only about a mile away from 
Choate's campus. The manne-
quin has since been removed, 
and investigations to discover 
the identity of the perpetra-
tor are still ongoing. On cam-
pus, many students felt upset 
about the lack of response 
from the school regarding 
such a disturbing event. In a 
time of heightened racial ten-
sion within the United States, 
it was incredibly disappointing 
that Choate’s pro-diversity ad-
ministration thought it best to 
avoid discussing such a serious 
matter with the student body, 
especially with the recent hir-
ing of Dr. Keith Hinderlie as 
the new Director of Equity and 
Inclusion. Even worse, many 
parents are still woefully un-
aware of the situation with the 
KKK mannequin as well as the 
broader range of issues Choate 
students face with Wallingford 
residents every day. 

American history has been 
a narrative of racism and xe-
nophobia, and the history of 
Wallingford, Connecticut has 
been no different. Just fifteen 
years ago, roughly 80 sup-
porters gathered outside the 
Wallingfor Public Libray on 
March  10 to hear speaker Matt 
Hale, “Pontifex Maximus” of 
the racist and anti-Semitic 
World Church of the Creator 
(WCOTC). This past event, 
coupled with what is happen-
ing now, illustrate that maybe 
Wallingford isn’t as safe as one 
once thought it to be. 

When students attend a 
school, regardless of where it 
is, they expect a certain wel-
coming environment in which 
they are free and comfortable 
to learn. Coupled with the 
fact that Choate is a boarding 
school, students reserve the 

right to feel safe in what is, for 
many, their home away from 
home. Unfortunately, there 
have been too many incidents 
in which some students of 
color have not felt safe at Cho-
ate, such as when I saw several 
trucks drive through campus 
with a confederate flag flying 
high during fall term last year. 
While this may seem harmless 
to many Choate students and 
faculty, for some students of col-
or it sends a message that they 
do not belong here. Some stu-
dents of color have also alleged-
ly been on the receiving end of 
racial slurs yelled from moving 
vehicles passing through cam-
pus. The KKK mannequin has 
brought these problems, which 
in the past have been ignored or 
silenced, to the forefront of con-
versations at Choate. 

Simply put, many of the 
interactions Choate students 
have with Wallingford citizens 
have left students suspicious 
of the safety of the campus and 
the surrounding town. Some 
young women and students of 
color alike have been made to 
be afraid of this environment. 
Simple activities, such as walk-
ing into town for something to 

eat, now strike fear into some 
people. The student body there-
fore deserved to know about the 
KKK mannequin much earlier, 
as it truly affected how students 
thought about “going to town.”

There are many changes 
the school can adopt to make 
its student body feel safer. A 
larger, more visible community 
safety presence is needed on and 
around campus. A dialogue with 
the Wallingford police depart-
ment and mayor’s office to voice 
concerns with the safety of the 
town may be necessary as well. 
Hopefully, the school will learn 
from recent events and take 
steps to ameliorate the relation-
ship between Choate students 
and Wallingford residents. 

STR ESS R ELIEF FOU N D 
I N MEDI TATION

Buddhist meditation, an 
often overlooked event on 
campus, deserves more 

appreciation from the com-
munity. Mr. James Davidson, 
the Director of Spiritual Life, 
leads meditation on Wednesday 
nights from 8:45 to 9:15. Typi-
cally, only a few participants 
attend. But meditation is an 
enjoyable and relaxing experi-
ence that would benefit more 
stressed-out students. 

Meditation began as a prac-
tice within the religion of Bud-
dhism, but it is now a practice 
among people of many faiths. 
Meditation aims to develop 
tranquility, focus, and mindful-
ness. Mindfulness is about liv-
ing in the moment, not worryng 
about the past or the future. One 
tries to take in one’s surround-
ings, paying attention to what's 
going on nearby but not dwelling 
on it — in other words, medita-
tion is being aware. Meditation 
has been shown to reduce stress, 
increase cognition, improve aca-
demic performance, and simply 
enhance overall well-being.

Buddhist meditation at Cho-
ate involves twenty minutes of 
meditation followed by a short 
reading. Posture is crucial: when 
the chime sounds to signal the 
beginning of the meditative 

process, participants must stop 
moving, sit on a floor cushion, 
cross their legs, straighten their 
back, and close their eyes, then 
they try to control their breath. 
One technique is to count to eight 
slowly, inhaling on the odd num-
bers and exhaling on the evens. 
Focusing on one’s breathing 
helps to have only one thought 
at a time, the goal of meditation. 
For meditation rookies, Mr. Da-
vidson discourages attempting 
to block all thoughts. Instead, 
he advises them just to let their 
thoughts flow freely through 
their mind —that is to say, relax.

With piles of homework, 
hours of sports practices and 
music lessons, meals to eat and 
friendships to cultivate, going to 
Buddhist meditation might not 
seem like the best use of time, 
But it can be a welcome break 
from those pressures, a wonder-
ful way to refresh one’s mind 
and de-stress. It might,  in fact, 
increase productivity. It also 
presents a good opportunity  for 
someone not particularly reli-
gious to get involved in spiritual 
life at Choate. Meditation is open 
to all students. Come in, breathe 
deep, and find your inner peace.

CHOATE'S RESPONSE TO THE KKK 
MANNEQUIN INADEQUATE

By Abigail Drummond ’18
Opinions Writer

Abigail Drummond is a 
fifth former from Queens, 

NY. She may be reached at 
adrummond18@choate.edu

Serena Sandweiss is a 
third former from Hamden, 
CT.  She may be reached at 
ssandweiss20@choate.edu

Many students 
felt upset about 

the lack of 
response from 

the school.

Stereotypes like 
these reduce 
a people to a 
caricature. 

By Serena Sandweiss ’20
Opinions Writer

By Anselm Kizza-Besigye ’17
Opinions Writer
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Maybe 
Wallingford 
isn’t as safe 
as one once 

thought it to be.

Illustration by Katharine Li ’17

To the Editor:

Huong Pham’s '19 article last week discussing the School’s deci-
sion to move to a 3x70 schedule next year highlights an important 
and years-long decision. 

Over the last decade, as Choate has increasingly adopted active, 
learner-centered, project-based approaches to its teaching, many 
faculty have found the current 45-minute class schedule inadequate. 
Conversations with educators at schools both in the U.S. and abroad 
suggested that longer periods support both a more manageable pace 
of life and more effective learning. In the spring of 2015, Choate 
asked school-scheduling expert Roxanne Higgins to review its daily 
schedule. After meeting with students, faculty, staff, and parents, 
Ms. Higgins recommended a longer-block schedule.

Last fall, 15 Choate faculty members (representing each aca-
demic department and athletics) worked to devise a schedule that 
provided lunch to all students, slowed the day's pace, and lengthened 
class periods. After additional research and extensive discussions 
with teachers at Choate and other schools, a subcommittee devised 
the 3x70-minute schedule that will take effect next academic year.  

Throughout this academic year, Choate’s faculty will engage in 
professional development to support the new schedule's pedagogical 
goals.  We look forward to ongoing dialogue with students and fac-
ulty as we embrace the opportunities and challenges of this exciting 
transition.

Sincerely,
Dr. Katie Jewett, 

Director of Curricular Initiatives 

LETTERS
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TODAY IN HISTORY:
John Lennon releases   
“Imagine.” (1971)

Wells Fargo Unapologetic and Uncaring After Scandal

By Andrew Kim ’17
Columnist

Financial Literacy

Since its inception in 1852, 
Wells Fargo has been the 
banking hub for average 

Americans. The enterprise has 
provided dependable financial 
services for generations, of-
ten being recognized for three 
key attributes: loyalty, ardor, 
and honesty. After the recent 
revelation of the Wells Fargo 
“phony account” scandal, this 
is definitely no longer the case.

According to federal regu-
lators, Wells Fargo employees 
have opened up millions of fake 

accounts in secret. These unau-
thorized bank and credit card 
accounts ultimately allowed 
certain workers to boost their 
reported sales. But this simple 
explanation is a gross under-
statement of the whole situa-
tion. In reality, the sheer scope 
of the company’s wrongdoing 
is overwhelmingly amoral and 
widespread. 

Further investigation has 
disclosed that more than 1.5 
million “ghost” accounts were 
opened through various back 
doors since early 2011 — each 
accompanied by both fake e-
mail accounts and PIN num-
bers. Since the discovery of 
the accounts, Wells Fargo has 
fired over 5,300 employees in-
volved in the transgression, in 
addition to complying with a 
$185 million fee imposed by 
the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. Be that as it may, 
the bank has still not been held 
adequately accountable for its 
years of shady and potentially 
reckless behavior and customer 
betrayal. A one-time congres-
sional hearing will not pay back 
the tens of millions of dollars 

that have been stolen from the 
American public. 

“I didn’t sign up for any 
bloody checking account. They 
lost me as a banking customer, 
and I have warned family and 
friends,” said Brian Kennedy, 
a Maryland retiree who seemed 
to speak on behalf of people 
across the country.

Wells Fargo’s leaders will 
have to explain themselves to 
the entirety of the financial com-
munity, if they have any hope of 
retaining the bank’s $250 bil-
lion valuation. Two weeks ago, 
the bank had an opportunity to 
clarify both the origins behind 
the catastrophe along with its 
lack of action since. 

Regrettably, John Stumpf, 
the former CEO of Wells Fargo, 
managed to botch that junc-
ture. During a cross-examina-
tion by the representatives of 
the House Financial Services 
Committee, Stumpf was thor-
oughly grilled by members of 
Congress, Republicans and 
Democrats alike. On top of the 
crimes outlined by the commit-
tee, which ranged from identity 
theft to fraud, the bank’s CEO 

was battered by a hail of insults 
— blatantly being compared 
to a “bank robber” in addition 
to running a “criminal enter-
prise.” And rightfully so. 

The last time the world wit-
nessed a corporate blunder of 
this scale was when Enron ex-
ecutives falsified earning reports 
and destroyed evidence of poor-
ly-graded audits. Much like the 
Wells Fargo scandal, Enron’s 
downfall was a classic example 
of corporate corruption. 

The difference is that those 
responsible for the Enron im-
propriety atoned for their sins 
by coming clean in court and de-
claring bankruptcy. Wells Far-
go, on the other hand, has failed 
to fire a single senior executive, 

brazenly denying responsibil-
ity. Stumpf even had the guts 
to resign and walk away with a 
$134 million retirement payout 
as one last shameless act of dis-
respect to the American people.

Wells Fargo may be just one 
mismanaged bank, but it rep-
resents a much larger problem. 
Just a few days before the scan-
dal broke, Deutsche Bank was 
accused of market manipulation, 
accumulating $14 billion in fines. 
As of now, high-level Deutsche 
Bank executives face trial while 
the European bank scrambles for 
a bail-out itself. Although many 
are beginning to call for a break-
up of these enormous financial 
entities, the solution lies not in 
downsizing but transparency. In 
a market of underhand deals and 
constant fraud, the only way to 
achieve improved management 
is through trust and proper in-
spection. The world simply can-
not continue to suffer the deba-
cles of corrupt banks. 

Wells Fargo’s 
CEO was 
blatantly 

compared to a 
“bank robber.”

Andrew Kim is a fifth former from 
Seoul, South Korea and may be 
reached at akim17@choate.edu

Lying, Sexism, and Man-terrupting in the Debate
By Liza Mackeen-Shapiro ’18

Opinions Staff Writer

Donald Trump has proved 
himself unfit for the of-
fice of the presidency in-

numerable times throughout 
the 2016 campaign season, and 
his most damning performance 
yet was the first presidential de-
bate. In the short span of ninety 
minutes, Trump managed to 
further cement his reputation as 
a blustering demagogue, com-
pulsive liar, and insubstantial 
politician. This debate should 
have been a wake-up call for 
all Americans: it showed that 
Trump is simply unqualified to 
be Commander-in-Chief.

As numerous tirades have 
shown, Trump has a tempera-
ment more suited towards a 3rd 
grader than a President. Unsur-
prisingly, Trump’s behavior at 
the debate proved no exception. 
Throughout the night, he inter-

rupted Clinton 51 times, often 
to yell dismissive things such as 
“wrong.” This shows Trump’s 
complete lack of self-control and 
respect for others— two quali-
ties in which a potential presi-
dent cannot lack. Imagine if 
President Trump were negotiat-
ing a sensitive nuclear deal with 
foreign leaders, but could not 
stop interrupting them. Childish 
and impulsive behavior like this 
has no place in the White House.

The debate was a veritable 
exhibition of some of Donald 
Trump’s most bald-faced lies. 
He claimed to have never said 
global warming was a hoax per-
petuated by the Chinese — how-
ever, his own Twitter proves 
that that he did. A tweet from @
realDonaldTrump on November 
6th, 2012 reads “The concept 
of global warming was created 
by and for the Chinese in or-
der to make U.S manufacturing 
non-competitive.” Additionally, 

Trump alleged that Clinton’s 
2008 campaign perpetuated 
‘birtherist’ rumors, even though 
there is no evidence proving that 
any of her staffers did so. 

Most egregiously, Trump 
again insisted that he never sup-
ported the Iraq War. This claim, 
which Trump bizarrely contin-
ues to make, is proven false by 
a 2002 recording from the How-
ard Stern show. In the recording, 
Stern asked Trump if he was for 
invading Iraq, to which Trump 
responded, “Yeah, I guess so”.  

As these lies show, Trump has 
an extremely frightening rela-
tionship with the truth. To him, 
it does not matter if there is de-
finitive proof that he did some-
thing — if he no longer wants to 
have done that thing, he can just 
pretend as if he did not. This at-
titude is absolutely appalling 
from someone wanting to be 
President of the United States, 
and should be an immediate dis-
qualifier of his candidacy.

During the debate, Trump 
offered no real policy to com-
pensate for his inflammatory 
behavior and outrageous lies. 
When asked about something 
substantive, from race relations 
to cyber security, he responded 
with rambling non-answers pep-
pered with incorrect facts. Noth-
ing he said that night implied 
a true, comprehensive under-
standing of any form of policy. It 
might surprise Mr. Trump, but 
the job of the president extends 

beyond sitting behind an ornate 
desk in the Oval Office, while oc-
casionally chatting on daytime 
talk shows. The job is to enact 
and enforce policy and to guide 
the nation. Without a compre-
hensive knowledge of foreign, 
domestic, and economic issues, 
a president simply cannot lead. 
If under President Trump the 
United States fell into a reces-
sion or entered a war, Ameri-
cans would have to rely on the 
guidance of a man ignorant of 
policy.

Overall, Trump’s debate 
performance exemplified ev-
erything wrong with his candi-
dacy. He is a childish, dishon-
est, and inexperienced excuse 
for a candidate and would be a 
disastrous president.

Trump has a 
temperament 

more suited to a 
3rd grader than 

a President.

Imad Rizvi is a fifth former from 
Glastonbury, CT, and may be 

reached at irizvi18@choate.edu

Liza Mackeen-Shapiro is a 
fifth former from New York, 
NY, and may be reached at 

lmackeenshapiro18@choate.edu

Is the Syrian Conflict Devolving Into a Proxy War?
By Imad Rizvi ’18

Opinions Staff Writer

Syrian government soldiers on the patrol through what was once a bustling city street in the city of Homs.
Photo courtesy of Getty Images

Hundreds of Syrians are 
being killed each week 
as bombs, missiles, and 

gunfire continue to rain on both 
fighters and civilians in the 
midst of a brutal civil war. Both 
the United States and Russia are 
involved in the conflict, actively 
pursuing imperious goals in the 
region. In order to resolve such 
a complicated conflict, real co-
operation between powers that 
leads to a unified policy is neces-
sary rather than just promises of 
future agreements. 

The conflict in Syria con-
sists of many different parties 
each fighting for its ideal soci-
ety. Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
currently has control of the gov-
ernment with the backing of the 
military, aiming to put down the 
opposition forces. Moderate reb-
els, whose cries for revolution be-
gan during the Arab Spring, are 
fighting against the al-Assad re-
gime, which they view as ineffec-
tive and oppressive. Other ma-
jor forces are extremist groups 
including ISIS and the Al-Nusra 
front—groups that hope to form 
a caliphate or theocracy. 

The involvement of the U.S. 
and Russia only complicates the 
war rather than moving it to-

wards a solution — especially 
as both the U.S. and Russia are 
fighting separately with their 
own interests in mind. Agree-
ments between the two powers 
so far have only been superfi-
cial, as evidenced by the col-
lapse of a cooperation agree-
ment only days after it was 
agreed earlier in September. 
While the U.S. has the goal of 
deposing the Syrian dictator — 
a policy they have advocated for 

to other leaders in the region 
— Russia hopes to keep Bashar 
al-Assad in power as an ally. 
Russia has accused the U.S. of 
avoiding attacks on extremist 
groups in order to have an op-
tion ready to topple al-Assad’s 
regime whenever necessary. 
The U.S. has threatened to end 
any cooperation in policy after 
blaming Russian missile strikes 
in Aleppo for having the unin-
tended consequences of fuel-

ing more anger among civilians 
and driving more to join terror-
ist organizations like ISIS. It is 
clear that the U.S. and Russia 
would not be able to cooperate 
on a single policy, which is why 
a larger multinational force is 
the only option if it is deemed 
necessary for foreign powers to 
get involved. The situation is 
already difficult to control, and 
any addition of another player 
in the conflict would have to be 

decided by a larger group, such 
as the U.N., in order to avoid a 
policy that favors one group’s 
interests.

Neither the U.S. nor Russia 
can send ground troops into the 
region. The U.S. already faces a 
monumental debt problem and 
cannot afford another war after 
costly invasions of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, which did not help 
stabilize either nation. Russia 
has provided many weapons 
and airstrikes for Bashar al-
Assad’s government, but an 
invasion would be costly and 
could provoke a major interna-
tional response. Neither nation 
has the ability nor the interest 
to fully commit to resolving the 
conflict, and by getting involved 
only with drones and missiles 
the U.S. and Russia are provok-
ing anti-Western sentiments in 
the region. 

The Syrian civil war has 
lasted for years and has no clear 
end in sight. Based on the cur-
rent involvement of the U.S. 
and Russia in the area, it seems 
the conflict has devolved into a 
proxy war between two powers. 
It is time to put aside bitter im-
perialist rivalries for the sake of 
peace and stability in Syria.

Snapchat Sets Sights on Spectacular Spectacles
By David Coletti ’20

Opinions Writer

In a world in which wearable 
technology has become the 
future, Snapchat is the newest 

company to upgrade its product 
to this form. Snapchat is set to 
launch their Snapchat Spectacles 
sometime toward the end of 2016.  

Snapchat, a form of social 
media that involves taking 
pictures and sending them to 
friends, is arguably the most 
popular up and coming form of 
social media available.  In fact, 
according to Business Insider, 
“It would take you ten years to 
view all the photos shared on 
Snapchat in the last hour. By 
the time you’d viewed those, 
another 880,000 years’ worth 
of photos would have been 
shared.” Snapchat has become 
the social media platform of 

the future, and Snapchat Spec-
tacles is the next step in how 
we interpret social media.  

The company even changed 
its name from “Snapchat” to 
Snap Inc., suggesting that it is 
looking to release more prod-
ucts like the Snapchat Spec-
tacles in the future. This new 
technology is the beginning of 
the future of how we use and 
view social media.

Snapchat Spectacles work by 
holding down the button on the 
top of the frame of the glasses; 
recordings last up to 10 seconds 
but can be extended to half a 
minute.  The glasses will main-
tain the videos that are taken 
until downloaded and saved to 
Snapchat memories when con-
nected to Bluetooth. 

According to Snap’s CEO, 
Snapchat Spectacles are “a ‘toy’ 
to be worn for kicks at, say, bar-
becues and outdoor concerts. 
They are about us figuring out 
if it fits into people’s lives and 
seeing how they like it.” 

With 115-degree vision, 
quality better than the average 
Snapchat camera, and a camera 
that films at eye level, there is 
no doubt that this will will make 
your snap story worth watching.  
The spectacles’ battery life runs 
for 24 hours. All of this for $130 

seems to be a great deal, al-
though Snap, recently revealed 
that only a limited number of 
glasses will be sold. However, 
they have not officially issued a 
release date for the product , and 
there are still unanswered ques-
tions about the true value and 
quality of the spectacles, such as 
the true resolution and the true 
battery life of the hardware.  

“Imagine one of your fa-
vorite memories. What if you 
could go back and see that 
memory the way you experi-
enced it? That’s why we built 
Spectacles,” the company said 
in a blog post.”

There is little doubt that 
Snapchat is not only increasing 
its popularity with the release of 
the hardware but also going af-
ter other wearable technologies 
on the market today.  Google 
Glass, for instance, is a product 

similar to the Snapchat glasses, 
but there are a few key differ-
ences such as price and appear-
ance.   Google Glass has a start-
ing price of $1,500 compared to 
the Snapchat Spectacles’ price 
of $130. Furthermore, the Spec-
tacles look much more natural 
than Google Glass, despite that 
they have the same functions 
when it comes to playing videos.  

A future in which technol-
ogy and our day to day lives are 
so closely linked is one that we 
should desire. Wearable tech 
will open our lives to possibili-
ties that we cannot even com-
prehend, and will help with 
transparency and information 
transfer in our opaque and 
convoluted lives. 

David Coletti is a third former 
from Madison, CT, and may be 

reached at dcoletti20@choate.edu

Wearable 
tech will open 

our lives to 
possibilities 

that we cannot 
comprehend.

“@Jnelson52722: @re-
alDonaldTrump @Susie-
sentinel Kaine looks like 
an evil crook out of the 
Batman movies”

Wow, @CNN is so nega-
tive. Their panel is a joke, 
biased and very dumb. 
I’m turning to @FoxNews 
where we get a fair shake! 
Mike will do great

Trump: “During my 
interview with Howard 
Stern....”
Hillary: “When I was 
Secretary of State....” 
#debates

@realDonaldTrump lost 
his second debate to-
night.  Both @mike_pence 
and @timkaine were run-
ning against Trump.

Most imp lesson VP de-
bate given by 
@timkaine “let women 
make decisions over their 
own body.” 
@GovPenceIN wants 2 
force his pro-life belief.

RT this if you’re proud to 
be on this team—all the 
way to the White House. 
#VPDebate

The Clinton Foundation 
has an A+ rating from 
Charity Watch.

Yesterday the Trump 
Foundation was ordered 
to stop fundraising in NY. 
#VPDebate

I was raised to believe in 
hard work, in faith and 
family. #VPDebate

History teaches us that 
weakness arouses evil. 
America needs to be 
strong on the world 
stage. #VPDebate

We are going to rebuild America.
We are going to revitalize 
America.
And we are going to unite 
America.
#MakeAmericaGreatAgain

.@ClintonFdn spends 
87% of its funds directly 
on charity.



As Johnny Depp once said, 
“My body is my journal, and my 
tattoos are my story.” The inher-
ently permanent nature of tat-
toos makes this form of artistic 
self-expression especially pow-
erful. And although they are in 
the minority, several Choate stu-
dents and faculty also have tat-
toos. A few of them shared their 
stories with me.

Take, for example, Jaiden 
Cruz ’18. He has a medium-sized 
tattoo on his left shoulder, which 
consists of the center piece of the 

arbadian flag  a trident  and 
the center piece of the Filipino 
flag  a sun  surrounded by 
Polynesian tribal patterns. Cruz 
grew up in Toronto, but he is 
half-Barbadian and half-Filipi-
no, hence the art of his tattoo. 
“I wanted to get something that 
was connected to my roots and 
shows who I am,” he said. 

Dilan Bozer ’17 offers another 
perspective. She has one tattoo 
consisting of three dots on her 
forefinger, which has little mean-
ing and is purely aesthetic.  She 
also has an Om symbol behind 
her right ear. The Om symbol is 
considered sacred in Hindu and 
Buddhist tradition. It is also a 
big part of yoga, which Bozer has 
been practicing since she was 
five  one of many reasons she 
likes this symbol. 

Of course, not only stu-
dents have tattoos. HPRSS 
teacher Ms. Kyra Jenney has a 
small infinity sign on the inside 
of her right wrist. “It reminds 
me that change is inevitable. 

e have an infinite number of 
choices and possibilities in front 
of us,” she said. 

Math teacher Mr. Jorge 
Olmo has five large tattoos, 
which are comprised of many 
small designs tied together with 
tribal patterns. Not all of his tat-
toos have meanings. He said, 
“Tattoos are kind of like jewelry: 
it decorates the skin. I like the 
way they look.” 

A lot has changed in the 19 
years Mr. Olmo has been at Cho-
ate. “Back then it was frowned 
upon,” he said. But in recent 
years, he continued, “That old 
style of thinking is gone. You just 
don’t feel bad anymore.” Now, 
Mr. Olmo even gives advice to 
students on tattoos and good 
shops to get them.

Among students, tattoos 
tend to elicit curiosity. Cruz said 
that he gets the same questions 
about his tattoo a lot: “Is it real? 
Did it hurt?” He wishes people 
asked more about its meaning 
rather than logistics. Similarly, 

Bozer said that because she is not 
yet 1  years old  the legal age to 
get a tattoo in the .S.  people 
often ask whether she got hers 
legally. She said, “In my social 
circle in Turkey, it’s very com-
mon for people to have tattoos, 
but at Choate it sparks interest.”

Whether as a form of self-
expression or an aesthetic deco-
ration, tattoos are increasingly 
accepted and received with won-
der, at Choate and beyond. 
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ALLY W EEK: THREE QUEER STUDENTS SH ARE 

Elena Turner ’17 is a four-
year senior from Queens, N.Y. 

In February of freshman 
year, I saw an infographic with 
the prefixes a-,  bi-,  pan-,  
along with their definitions.  
remember saying, “Hey, I think 
one of these things applies to 
me.” I felt a warm, fuzzy feeling. 
Things just made more sense. I 
was really, really happy. 

I told a bunch of people: 
some here, some from back 
home. Nobody understood what 
it was. When I told my boyfriend, 
he said, “Does this mean you 
don’t like me?” Now, he under-
stands way better than anyone 
I’ve ever met and he’s my biggest 
advocate, but at the time, he was 
like, “How is this supposed to 
make me feel?”

I told my closest friend since 
middle school. She said, “Um, I 
think you’re too young to decide 
something that drastic, especial-
ly something like that. You’re 
just jumping to conclusions.” 

I told my family. My mom 
said that I was trying to ruin the 
family; my sister said that I was 
doing it for attention. 

I had panic attacks freshman 
year, so I was required to see 
a counselor. I came out to her. 

And then she started referring to 
my boyfriend as my friend. She 
had been with me a year and had 
called him my boyfriend the whole 
time. She asked, “Don’t you think 
it’s a little selfish of you to say that 
you’re dating but you call yourself 
this? Is that really dating?” 

This guy saw my Tumblr, 
which disclosed my sexuality. 

e started finding me every day. 
He’d ask about my sex life, my 
relationship, if I wanted to have 
kids, if there’s something wrong 
with my hormones: all things 
that he had no right to ask. 

He was in a dorm next to me, 
and one of the first nights of u-
nior year, there was a dorm mix-
er. Out of nowhere, he looked 
at me in the eye, and he asked, 

ey, how’s being ,  and then 
he said my sexuality in front of 
everyone. I freaked out.

There are a lot of bad stories. 
I really haven’t had a good story. 

At the point of life where I 
am now, I don’t understand why 
anyone would accept who I am. 
If they do, they’re just making 
it up. Everyone has questions; 
everyone has theories; everyone 
has weird, disgusted looks that 
they give you. 

Honestly, I don’t feel safe 
being open about it. The bad re-
actions from my closest friends 
left scars. Even now I still hate 

  still can’t even say the word. 
I’m that broken about it. I’ve re-
solved to never say it again.

Photo courtesy of Sabrina Xie

Rebecca Lilenbaum ’17 is a 
four-year senior from Wood-
bridge, Conn. 

Freshman year I did not 
know I was queer. Sophomore 
year I did not know either, but 
I was questioning. I continue to 
question. It was really the sum-
mer between sophomore and 
unior year that confirmed it for 

me. Once I came back junior 
year, I was open about it.

 never thought  could find 
out at Choate because there 
isn’t an emphasis on discover-
ing your sexuality. It’s more like, 
“This is what you are so we’re 
going to be open about it.” These 
are formative years in our de-
velopment  this is when we’re 
wondering who we are. So while 
we’re accepting, we aren’t really 
questioning ourselves as much. 

There’s no class here on gen-
der and queer studies. There’s 
women studies, but that’s more 
about women and the world, and 
the adversities women have faced 
globally. We can educate. We can 
talk about sexuality and the sci-
ence behind that and how most 
people aren’t fully heterosexual 
although they might believe it. 

I always thought women 
were attractive, but I never 

thought they were for me. You 
know, like, “You can be gay, 
that’s cool, but I’m not gay. 
That’s not me. I’m like every-
one else.” 

But then I thought, ‘Why am 
I holding myself back? Why am 
I trying to keep this safety net? 
Why am I trying to keep myself 
safe and say that I’m straight 
when I could be experiencing 
things that I would enjoy?’ I met 
someone, and then I ended up 
really liking her. 

It hurts me when I see girls 
who are closeted  girls who 
are probably queer or lesbian 
or bisexual, but are afraid to 
admit it because they have 
been “normal” their whole 
lives and then they’re like ‘Oh, 
wait, I’m not.’

There is a stigma against be-
ing different biologically. Peo-
ple could be like, “Oh, yeah, it’s 
totally fine that you’re queer,  
but then they’ll be afraid to 
change in front of you, or they’ll 
be afraid to talk about boys in 
front of you. 

But that’s just a normal 
thing. Everyone holds biases 
whether that person will admit 
it or not. 

I think we should just re-
mind kids at this school to con-
tinue challenging themselves 
and continue to empathize with 
other people, sympathize with 
other people, and try not to hold 
their bigoted views.

My friends are very open and 
loving, and most of us are queer 
in some way or another. I think 
it’s made us stronger because we 
can bond over that. When you 
have people that are outsiders, 
they are closer, and it has also 
helped me become more confi-
dent in my sexuality. 
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Danielle Young ’17 is a four-
year senior from Redford, Mich. 

Middle school was conscious-
ness  knowing that  was some 
form of “other” in terms of sexu-
ality. People’s hormones were 
raging, and mine were seemingly 
delayed or misdirected. 

I came out to my parents in 
seventh grade. I take that back. 
I didn’t come out to my parents. 
My mom kind of sat me down, 
and was like, “Hey.” I was so 
nervous. I expected the worst to 
happen.

I didn’t have anything to wor-
ry about. My mom has been a tre-
mendous, tremendous support. 
My dad just kind of keeps quiet, 
like, “Alright, it is what it is.” 

That’s sexuality; gender 
identity came later. Ninth grade 
of Choate, I began to understand 
there is a possibility to identify 
as something other than “cis-.” 
It made me see that there’s more 
to identifying, but there’s also 
the possibility of not identifying. 

Parents’ Weekend of last 
year, my mom and I were in Ly-
man Orchards parking lot. We 
were sitting in the car, and my 
mom was like, “What’s up?” 

 told her what  identified 
with at the time  to me, that 

changes frequently as my un-
derstanding evolves. I remem-
ber saying it really quickly: “a-
gender, a-romantic, a-sexual.” 
I could tell she didn’t under-
stand, so I had to explain a bit 
to her. 

I found out later that she 
ended up talking to my brother, 
who is into a lot of social justice 
work. She talked to him about 
researching to better support 
me. I’m so grateful, for him be-
ing there, but also for her being 
willing to reach out. 

I haven’t told my dad yet. 
He has this idea of me as his 
daughter; he’s so proud of me. 
I have this feeling that I disap-
pointed him in some way. I feel 
that, but honestly I don’t think 
it’s true.  think ’ll be fine  he’ll 
be fine. 

Choate has been a pretty 
decent community. On Diver-
sity Day during my freshman 
year, I went on stage, and was 
like, “Hey, I’m queer.” I re-
member looking down and see-
ing everyone out there. I was 
freaking out. 

But afterward, people came 
up to me and said, “Good job” 
and “Thank you.” My room-
mate was mad chill about it. 
She even gave me a hug  for 
me, hugs are very special things 

 and so  was like, hoa. 
This is cool.”  

I have seen how much power 
an individual has just by shar-
ing and being candid about one’s 
own story. I know that I’m Dani-
elle, and that’s what I’m com-
fortable with identifying as. I’m 
shifting away from labels, be-
cause I don’t think it allows for 
flexibility for people’s identities 
to evolve. 

I’m Danielle. That’s it.

Photo courtesy of Kristen Andonie

Of all the New England 
states, onnecticut  despite 
its small si e  has witnessed 
some of the most intensive and 
varied forms of extremist activ-
ity. From anti-government “sov-
ereign citizens” to virulent hate 
groups, racist ideologies have 
never had issue taking root in 
Connecticut’s soil.

hile the first reports of 
Klan members gathering in 
Connecticut date to as early as 
1924, the Klan’s history in Wall-
ingford only stretches back to 
2000, when the town’s mayor, 
William Dickinson, denied the 
unions a thirteenth paid holiday 
on Martin Luther King Jr. day 
unless the unions gave up one of 
the current twelve.

Media coverage from out-
lets as large as USA Today 
jumped to paint Wallingford as 
a hotbed of white supremacist 
activity, citing its 94% white 
population and its proxim-
ity to Meriden, the location of 
one of the largest Northeastern 
branches of the Klan, as proof 
of racial prejudice. 

But as if to confirm the me-
dia’s suspicions, Harry Pender, 
a one-time member of the Klan 
and town resident, marched 
with two others in full Klan 
regalia through Main Street 
just two days after the mayor’s 
decision. 

‘’It’s gotten way out of 
hand,’’ Mary Mushinsky, a 
Connecticut State Representa-
tive, said in an interview with 
The New York Times. “The 
town’s reputation is suffering. I 
know Mayor Dickinson’s think-
ing of the budget, but there’s 
really a bigger issue here. He’s 
aiding and comforting bigots 
and kooks.’’ 

Three months later, Gov. 
John G. Rowland signed a bill 
that required all Connecticut 
municipalities to observe Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day. 

And yet, Rev. Jesse Jackson 
was met by another display of 
the town’s alleged racism when 
he arrived in Wallingford just an 
hour after the bill was passed. 
“Jesse Jackson is a demagogue 
and an agitator,’’ yelled one of 
the white protesters. “We are 
here to support all the people in 
the town who are afraid to say 
they don’t believe what Martin 
Luther King Jr. stood for.” 

Another shouted from a bull-
horn, “You people are inferior!’’

Despite the uproar, the town 
was able to move on. The town 
council was quick to publicly 
denounce the actions of the few 
who participated, and the wider 
media seemed content in know-

ing that the town would now be 
celebrating Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day. 

Less than a year later,  in 
March of 2001, white suprema-
cists from New England con-
verged outside Wallingford’s 
public library to hear Matt 

ale  ontifex aximus  
of the racist and anti-Semitic 
World Church of the Creator 

 speak on the decline of the 
white race and promote the 
doctrine of his “church,” which 
alleges that nature’s greatest 
accomplishment was the cre-
ation of the white race.

Instrumental in bringing 
Hale to Wallingford was one of 
Connecticut’s most visible white 
supremacists: Brian Davis, who 
was responsible for airing “White 
Revolution” a year earlier. 

The television program was 
hosted and produced by Hale, 
designed to teach children, as 
Hale put it, “to be as racist as 
possible.” The program aired on 
public access in Wallingford and 
six other towns in south-central 
Connecticut as a part of AT&T 
Cable Services. And for a week 
in September of 2000, every 
one of Hale’s nine speeches was 
broadcast on television in half-
hour segments. 

Hale’s event was heavily op-
posed. Protesters stormed the 
crowd of supporters, forcing 
Wallingford police to use pep-
per spray and batons to separate 
the two groups. elicopters flew 
overhead, and traffic was at a 
standstill on Main Street. Both 
sides suffered minor injuries 
and one person was arrested; 
the police confiscated numerous 
knives and one gun.

Although these events have 
attracted the most media atten-
tion, other, smaller incidents 
have occurred over the years. 
Mr. Jim Yanelli recalls an in-
cident in the early 80s. “When 
I was living in the Upper Cam-
pus dormitories, one morning, 
we woke up and left the dorms, 
and someone had thrown leaf-
lets from a car that were KKK 
propaganda,” he said. “They had 
just driven through campus and 
thrown it out the window.” 

While worrisome, the por-
trait painted by these incidents 
is not the day-to-day experi-
ence of most of Wallingford’s 
residents. 

“I remember feeling that it 
was something happening in our 

town, but not about our town,” 
said Ms. Kimberly Norman. 
Ms. Norman, a math teacher at 
Choate, is a thirty-year resident 
of Wallingford who was in high 
school during the Matt Hale in-
cident.

“What I was comprehending 
at my age was that the town pol-
icy opened the door for people 
with those beliefs to come into 
our town to express them. I did 
not grow up thinking that Wall-
ingford was a racist town,” Ms. 
Norman added.

Since 2001, the town has 
seen no large-scale organized 
bids by the KKK or any other 
hate group to get public at-
tention, despite a 2015 South-
ern Poverty Law Center report 
which claimed that there were 
still five ma or hate groups 
in Connecticut: Loyal White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan; the 

ation of slam identified as a 
black separatist group); the Na-
tionalist Socialist and Creativity 
movements (both Neo-Nazi af-
filiated  and the white suprem-
acist Red October. 

As for the sighting of a white-
robed mannequin in Walling-
ford a few weeks ago, residents 
again wondered: are incidents of 
racist extremism in Wallingford 
and the surrounding area isolat-
ed occurrences or part of an over 
arching trend? 

According to the Connecti-
cut Economic Resource Cen-
ter profile, as of 2012, African 
Americans account for only 1.4% 
of Wallingford’s total popula-
tion. That being said, however, 
there have been active efforts by 
the town council to increase di-
versity in the town. 

Yet, some students, like 
Calvin Carmichael ’18, still 
feel that, “Wallingford’s not 
the friendliest town to African 
American people. Often times, 
people will yell racial slurs at us 
from their cars.”

Ms. Norman, on the other 
hand, said, “I would like to think 
it was an isolated incident. The 
people that I know in this town 
would never ever do that or hold 
those beliefs. But I don’t know 
everyone in this town.”

She continued, “What I don’t 
think is fair is if this incident is 
generalized across everyone in 
Wallingford. Because I don’t 
think that’s true. I know that’s 
not true. And I know there have 
been people, particularly on 
the town council, who have ex-
pressed extreme disgust about 
what happened, stating very 
publicly that this is not our 
town, not what we stand for or 
what we believe in.”

(Clockwise from top) Mr. Jorge Olmo, Jaiden Cruz ’18, and Dilan 
Bozer ’17 sport tattoos of varying size and meaning. 
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By Sabrina Xie ’17
Production Editor

Sabrina Xie may be reached at 
sxie17@choate.edu.

Wallingford and White Supremacy: A History
By Maya Lewis-Hayre ’20

Reporter

CHOATE’S GOT INK

Wednesday, 1:51 p.m.
A truck beeped while backing up for about 
30 minutes straight. Yay for alarm clocks 
without snooze buttons.

Katharine Li ’17
Bungalow 202  

THE VIEW FROM MY BEDROOM WINDOW

As told to Kristen Andonie ’17 and Jessica Shi ’17. Interviews condensed and edited.

Maya Lewis-Hayre 
may be reached at 

mlewishayre20@choate.edu.

My mom said that 
I was trying to ruin 
the family; my sister 
said I was doing it 
for attention.

As of 2012, African 
Americans account 
for only 1.4% of 
Wallingford’s total 
population.
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By Eben Cook ’18
Staff Reporter

What do you get when you 
combine artistic vision with 
a college portfolio and a few 
students at Choate? You get 
a movie project like Elle Rin-
aldi’s ’17, the writer, director, 
and visionary of the her own 
film, which will premiere this 
winter. Rinaldi said, not long 
ago, “I’m really exploring my-
self as an artist this year. I’m 
gaining a new perspective on 
my art and that’s what this 
movie is about.”

The movie, titled Monsters 

of Beauty, follows Gwen, a 
Choate student portrayed by 
Lily Kops ’18. Gwen is a paro-
chial senior girl struggling with 
college applications and grap-
pling with the drama her ex-
boyfriend creates. Throughout 
her life, she has “used escape, 
wasted time, and overesti-
mated love.” One night, Gwen 
encounters these three themes 
that govern her life: Escape 
(Whitney Barrett ’17), Time 
(Kaitlyn Dutchin ’17), and Love 
(Angie Zhou ’19). Through 
these connections, Gwen re-
flects on her own life. Rinaldi 
said, “I hope that for any audi-
ence members watching, the 
film shatters the walls we put 
up between our emotions and 
close ourselves into.”

Other members of the cast 
include Graysen Airth ’18, who 
plays a friend of Gwen’s; Scott 
Romeyn ’18, who plays the 
guy Gwen has been struggling 
with; and Klaudia Horvath-
Diano ’17, who is involved in 
the  main conflict with Rom-
eyn’s character.

“I auditioned for this movie 
on a whim,” explained Kops. 
“Elle is super talented, and I 
really wanted to work with her. 
I have only done live theater 
in the past, and I have always 
wanted to try film acting,” she 
further added.

 “I’ve never really worked 
in film before. I’ve done a lot 
of theater here and I wanted to 
try film because it has always 
interested me,” said Dutchin. 
“Having worked with Elle be-
fore in other plays, I know how 
dedicated and talented she 
is, and I wanted to be a part 
of something like that.” She 
added, “I think one of the most 
interesting things about this 
movie is the human embodi-
ment of things that we all en-
counter in our daily lives.”

Rinaldi wrote the script, 
though got help from mem-
bers of the Choate community 
in editing it. “I wrote the first 
draft, sent it to all my friends, 
sent it to my English teacher, 
and gained their feedback,” 
she explained. 

Kops said, “When I first 
read the script I thought it was 
a normal high-school movie, 
but there was a twist to it that I 
did not expect at all. The story 
has a whimsical and surreal 
quality to it, which is right up 
my alley.”

Simi Sachdeva may be reached 
at ssachdeva19@choate.edu.

Teaching the Meaning 
of Art with Ms. Cuni

By Simi Sachdeva ’19
Staff Reporter

Combining science and art to 
inspire her students, Ms. Jessica 
Cuni has been teaching visual 
arts at Choate for three years. 
Ms. Cuni’s original plan was to 
be a doctor when she graduated 
from Swarthmore College with a 
biology degree. “I started pretty 
late in life as an artist,” she said. 
She began art “on a whim” when 
she decided to spend a semester 
of her junior year at an art school 
in Florence, Italy. 

“I really lost time when I 
was making art,” she continued. 
“When you do something that 
seems timeless and time passes 
and you don’t realize it’s passing, 
that may be an indication that 
this is something what you’re 
meant to do.” 

Ms. Cuni officially changed 
her mind from science to art 
while she was working at a 
woman’s health clinic in an un-
derprivileged area, after she had 
to tell a 14-year-old girl that the 
teenage was pregnant. “I was so 
disconnected from the fact that 
these patients were real people, 
that when she started crying, I 
was like, ‘What’s happening?’ 
The fact that I didn’t have that 
sense of empathy and humanity 
going into it was very scary for 
me. There is a way when you are 
training in medicine and cutting 
up cadavers you become desen-
sitized to what it is to be human, 
and I didn’t want that happen-
ing to me. I really wanted to 

keep that empathy strong. I re-
ally wanted to keep my human-
ity strong. And I was afraid that 
I would be forced to desensitize 
myself too much if I were in the 
field of medicine.”

Ms. Cuni spent a an extra 
year at Swarthmore to complete 
an internship at an art gallery 
and assist in introductory class-
es. She was able to receive studio 
time and audit classes for free. 
After graduation, she went on 
to earn her MFA in drawing and 
painting. For the first ten years 
of her career, she was a painter; 
now, however, she uses multiple 
art mediums and thinks of her-
self as a “conceptual artist.” 

Ms. Cuni’s first time teach-
ing at the high-school level was 
when she joined Choate’s facul-
ty, in 2014, and she dove in head 
first. “My teaching is very much 
engaged in what actual art is and 
what the point of art is instead of  
craft and associated techniques. 
I don’t teach students to be ro-
bots,” she said. 

One of her Visual Arts Con-
centration students, Dilan Bozer 
’16, said, “All her work is very 
organic and inspired by other 
ideas. There is a motherly in-
stinct to her as a person because 
she has so many children.” He 
went on, “She sort of takes care 
of her students in the same man-
ner as her children.” 

Director of the Arts Ms. 
Kalya Yannatos, who helped 
hire Ms. Cuni, said “I sensed 
from the interview process that 
she was one of those magical 
people — an educator who is 
a transformer — someone who 
understands that this isn’t just 
about sharing knowledge, but 
about providing transforming 
experiences. I think she is ca-
pable of that and it is exhibited 
in the classroom on a regular 
basis. Inspiration is the key in 
what artists do, so that is es-
sential in an art class.” 

Ms. Cuni is not only a loved 
teacher at Choate, but also a 
talented artist and a diligent 
mother. “The work-life balance 
of being a practicing artist and 
a fulltime teacher at Choate is 
a tough thing,” Ms. Cuni ad-
mitted. However, she contin-
ues to keep her balance and 
achieve success in each area. 
Because of all she does in every 
field, Ms. Cuni deserves a big 
applause from Choate.

I'm really exploring 
myself as an artist this 
year. I'm gaining a new 
perspective on my art 
and that's what this 
movie is about.
            Elle Rinaldi ’17

Simi Sachdeva may be reached 
at ssachdeva19@choate.edu.

From Squash to Odysseus: 
Noah Nyhart '17 

No one expects an athlete 
who has never set foot in the 
PMAC to suddenly become the 
star of the first school produc-
tion of the year. Against all ex-
pectations, Noah Nyhart ’17 be-
gan his Choate acting career this 
fall when he auditioned for the 
fall play, The Odyssey, and — to 
his surprise — landed the lead 
role, Odysseus.

Nyhart has never acted at 
Choate, though he isn’t exactly 
a newbie. His acting career be-
gan in the seventh grade at The 
Foote School when he played 
Young Scrooge in A Christmas 

Carol. A year later, he landed 
the lead in Peter Pan, in which 
Lily James ’17, then as now a 
classmate, portrayed Wendy. 
Three years ago, as a Choate 
freshman, Nyhart played a Scot-
tish farmer in the play The Thir-

ty-Nine Steps. 

At Choate, Nyhart took Act-
ing 100 his sophomore year, 
but did not want participate 
in a play immediately. He ex-
plained, “I played soccer — that 
was a blast. I made a lot of my 
friends that way.” His other ex-
tracurricular activities also in-
terfered with being able to take 
part in a production. Nyhart 
plays squash in the winter and 
lacrosse in the spring, so if he 
were to perform, it had to be in 
a fall play. According to Nyhart, 
last year’s fall performance did 
not resonate with him, so his se-
nior fall seemed like the perfect 
time to return to acting. “I knew 
that I wanted to be in a school 
production at some point, so I 
was going to do this one no mat-
ter what it was, really. I ended 
up really liking The Odyssey, so 
it turned out well for me.” 

“The audition was bizarre,” 
he laughed in retrospect. Going 
in, Nyhart had the impression 
that reading his lines would be 
the primary aspect of his audi-
tion. “We went in there and they 
were like ‘Everyone, we are go-
ing to test your range on the 
piano,’ and so we had to sing! It 
was like a freaking Kaps audi-
tion! So I was like no —  is this 
a musical — no I am not doing 
this.” He left feeling unsure 
about how his audition went. 
“It was so quick that I thought, 
‘Well, I guess I’ll be a table. And 

that’s what I thought I was go-
ing to be — honestly, I had no 
clue what I was going to do.” 

Regarding his surprising 
role, Nyhart recalled, “We got 
the cast list and I made sure it 
was correct fifteen times.” Those 
around him were shocked as 
well. “I think people who knew 
I had actually done some acting 
before weren’t as surprised, but 
people who thought that of me 
as an athlete that doesn’t know 
what the PMAC is were com-
pletely blown away.”

Nyhart looks forward to 
the role and the challenge that 
it poses. “I have to memorize a 
small novel and get into college 
at the same time,” he said.  “I 
wanted to challenge myself be-
cause school is hard and I think 
it’s a philosophical way for me 
to come out of my comfort zone. 
Senior year is a great opportu-
nity for that.”

Nyhart brings more than 
pure talent to the stage. Anslem 
Kizza-Besigye’ 17, also cast in 
The Odyssey said, “I definitely 
anticipated his casting to a cer-
tain degree. He is the funniest 
guy I have ever met. He is so in-
credibly positive and he brings a 
good attitude to rehearsal every 
single day, regardless of wheth-
er he’s sick or not.” 

With his optimism, humor, 
and of course, talent for acting, 
Nyhart has a lot to offer to the 
PMAC. Director of The Odyssey, 
Ms. Tracy Ginder-Delventhal, 
stated that “He was right for 
the role. I am not worried about 
anything.” 

Regardless of age, grade, or 
experience, the arts center wel-
comes students who put in the 
effort to make each production 
a successful one. Although it has 
been a couple of years since his 
last production, those around Ny-
hart do not doubt he will excel.

Maya Birney may be reached 
at mbirney17@choate.edu.

The Beatles are Back: A Movie to See
By Maya Birney ’17

Reporter

Last Friday, I set aside my 
pile of schoolwork to indulge 
in an evening performance of 
Ron Howard’s new documen-
tary, The Beatles: Eight Days 

a Week — The Touring Years, 
at the Madison Art Cinemas. It 
was a spontaneous trip to the 
theater; I had originally planned 
to spend the night completing 
my calculus homework. Once I 
scrolled through the Fandango 
movie application on my iPad, 
as I often do for amusement, I 
persuaded my parents to drive 
me to see this movie. Although 
the picture ran for longer than 
two hours, it left me begging for 
more of the Fab Four.

The movie summarized The 
Beatles’ startup in Liverpool, 
England, and focused mostly on 
the lives that each member lead 
while on tour between the years 
1963 to 1966, including 250 

performances in Europe, North 
America, and Asia. Because of 
the time span, the movie de-
picted what many consider the 
band’s light-hearted repertoire, 
hits such as “Love Me Do” and 
“Eight Days A Week.” Their 
heavy, psychedelic hits like “I 
Am The Walrus” and “A Day In 
The Life” had yet been released. 
The compilation of interviews, 
anecdotes, and concerts ended 
with footage of a 30-minute con-
cert in 1965 performed at Shea 
Stadium, in New York City. 

There had never been, and 
there never will be, a band quite 
like The Beatles; it disheartens 
me to know that I was excluded 
from the most transformative 
period of music history. In ad-
dition to inducing a feeling of 
nostalgia for the era, this movie 
was incredibly humorous: ardent 
female fans were shown passing 
out or wailing at the slightest 
glimpse of a band member. Fur-
thermore, it exhibited The Bea-

tles’s amusing cheekiness; for ex-
ample, when asked by a reporter 
how he felt about being watched 
by millions of fans on the televi-
sion, John Lennon glanced at the 
cameraman and responded, “It 
only looks like one man to me.” 

Most important, the movie 
shed light on the inclusiveness 
of the band; for instance, all 
four members agreed that they 
would never play for a racially 
segregated crowd in the U.S. 
during their touring years. It 
had formerly ached me to know 
that I would never be able to 
hear The Beatles live, and this 
aching only increased when I 
learned about their humorous 
and open-minded personali-
ties. If you have a chance to go 
to the movies, consider seeing 
the greatest group of the sixties 
once more, this time on the big 
screen. 

Eben Cook may be reached at 
ecook18@choate.edu.

BEHIND THE E ASEL WITH SOPHIE BALL '17

By Josephine Hong ’19
Reporter

You’re broke, you’re bored, 
and you’re dying to get off 
campus. You think to yourself, 
“What could possibly make my 
uneventful weekend stimulat-
ing enough for an appealing 
Instagram post?” Dear readers, 
fear not. A four-hour trip to 
New Haven may not be the first 
item on your list of choices, but 
you would be surprised to find 
that there is a lot, in fact, that 
the city has to offer — even for 
bored kids with a limited, stu-
dent budget. 

Your primary concern once 
you Uber to Elm City will most 
likely be to satisfy your hunger. 
If so, take a stroll over Wooster 
Street to find Sally’s Apizza or 
Frank Pepe Pizzeria Napoletana 

—  two of the classic New Haven 
“Little Italy” restaurants. 

Now, dessert sounds like 
a stellar idea. You could drop 
by Libby’s Italian Pastry Shop 
for some “crazy-cheap” Italian 
ice. Walk a little farther away 
to Arethusa Farm Dairy for an 
award-winning ice cream par-
lour recommended by numer-
ous satisfied customers. The 
Mochi Store, Insomnia Cook-
ies, and FroyoWorld are all also 
excellent options for mouth-
watering sweets.

What about a lighter snack 
or simply a spot to unwind? 
Koffee? is an adorable coffee 
shop on Audubon Street. 

After such great noshing 
comes the obligation to walk off 
the calories, and a splendid lo-
cation to do so is the East Rock 
Park. Take a hike to the top of 

the rock and enjoy the exquisite 
vista of the entire city before 
you. 

In terms of cultural activi-
ties, the Beinecke Library is a 
beautiful architectural feat full 
of rare literature that is well 
worth a visit. For all the art en-
thusiasts, the impressive collec-
tions at the Yale University Art 
Gallery and the British Art Cen-
tre make these galleries a must 
visit — not to mention there are 
free tickets! 

You see, so much more can 
be done in New Haven than you 
would expect, even with $30 
or less. So the next time you’re 
looking for an adventure be-
yond Wallingford, take a chance 
and go explore New Haven!

Josephine Hong may be 
reached at jhong19@choate.edu.

Arts Concentration, one of 
Choate’s most well-known and 
widely respected signature pro-
grams, accepts a small number 
of students every year. A major-

ity of the accepted artists tend to 
be incoming juniors or sopho-
mores, so it is rare for students 
to start their Arts Con careers 
entering senior year. Sophie Ball 
’17 is one such exceptional se-
nior who just began a new arts-
oriented life in the program. 

Jeanne Malle: What moti-
vated you to make this decision?

Sophie Ball: My whole life, 
I have been drawn to the visual 
arts. I would always take draw-
ing classes in school and be re-
ally excited about them, but I 
never devoted a lot of time to art, 
especially when I got to Choate. I 
only took two arts classes before 
I got into Arts Con, but I wanted 
to do Arts Con because I love 
drawing. I wanted to get better 
at it and devote time to it but it’s 
just really hard at Choate and in 
life in general to set aside that 

time when you’re not forced to. I 
thought that the only way that I 
was going to pursue this passion 
of mine was if I got into this pro-
gram and be around people who 
are doing the same thing.

JM: Why did you decide to 
join your last year?

SB: It was partially because I 
feel like I’m not an artsy person, 
so when people look at me and 
when I look at myself, I don’t see 
someone who’s really creative or 
an artist. I think that I denied 
that I could do art because may-
be I could draw, but I wasn’t an 
“artist.” Also, I was doing other 
things such as playing JV sports, 
and I thought that I should just 
concentrate on academics. I just 
didn’t really think about joining 
until my junior year. 

JM: Is there anything that 
you want to focus on?

SB: For me, it’s just really 
about trying new things and 
absorbing everything. I want to 
learn as much as I can and try as 
many new things as possible.

JM: Do you have one specific 
goal for this year?

SB: It’s really hard to boil it 
down to one thing, but if I had 
to choose an overarching goal, 
it would be to become an artist 
with a specific focus and style 
instead of just being someone 
who draws. 

With her decision to join 
Arts Con against all unspoken 
norms about the program’s se-
nior acceptance, Sophie Ball 
proved that at Choate, opportu-
nities such as this one are open 
to everyone at any time.

Jeanne Malle may be reached 
at jmalle19@choate.edu.

By Jeanne Malle ’19
Reporter

STUDENT FILM GOES 
BEYOND THE EXPECTED

30 Dollar Day:
 New Haven on a Budget

Elle Rinaldi '17 films Lily Kops '18 and Kaitlyn Dutchin '19 for 
her movie.

Photo by Johnny Clapham/The Choate News

Noah Nyhart '17 makes himself at home in the PMAC Black Box.

Photo by Elle Rinaldi/The Choate News

By Simi Sachdeva ’19
Staff Reporter

I wanted to challenge 
myself because school 
is hard, and I think the 
play is a philosophical 
way to come out of my 
comfort zone.

Noah Nyhart ’17

My teaching is very 
much engaged in 
what actual art is and 
what the point of art 
is instead of craft and 
associated techniques.

Ms. Jessica Cuni 

Photo by Johnny Clapham/The Choate News
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I really enjoy working 
with kids who are 

discovering the sport 
for the first time.

Brooke Rea
Boys’ Water Polo Head Coach

By Jackson Elkins ’18
Staff Reporter

By Bryce Wachtell ’17
Editor-in-Chief

Last Saturday night, Boys’ 
Varsity Football boarded their 
DATTCO charter bus trium-
phant. They had just beat Phil-
lips Exeter Academy 49-0, 
adding another win to their 
24+ victory streak. But the 
night’s excitement played out 
on more than ust the field, for 
the trip back included a side-
swiped toll booth and a police-
filed accident report.

Co-captain Matt Albino ’17 
reported that they boarded the 
bus ecstatic about their win, 
but, as quarterback Pat Pisca-
telli ’17 said, “We were all pret-
ty tired because it was a long 
and cold night. We just want-
ed to get home.” With a three-
hour drive ahead of them, the 
team settled into their seats, 
expecting to return to campus 
by midnight.

While driving through a 
New Hampshire toll booth, the 
passengers heard a crash. Pis-
catelli noted, “It didn’t sound 
or feel like much.   erplexed, 
the driver and coaches decided 
to stop. Albino said, “We took 
an exit. The driver pulled over 
and got out, followed by the 
coaches, but the players still 
didn’t know what happened.”

The curious team soon 
joined the driver and coaches 
outside to help investigate.  
Head Coach  L.J. Spinnato de-
termined, after examination, 
“The bus rubbed up against a 
toll booth as we drove through 
it. It ripped the storage bin 
door off the hinges.

ith hours left in the drive 
and loads of cargo in the bin, 
the team needed to improvise. 
According to Coach Spinnato, 
they secured the belongings 
under the bus using a kicker’s 
net and some athletic tape. 

onfident in their makeshift 
door, the oars embarked for 

hoate for the second time 
that night.

However, their success 
was short-lived.  Just minutes 

after they patched the gash on 
their hull, a police officer spot-
ted the mess of athletic tape 
and football gear and prompt-
ly pulled the bus over.  Once 
the situation was explained 
and the wreckage examined, 
the officer decided to file an 
accident report for insurance 
purposes.

embers of the football 
team described waiting for an 
hour as the officer conducted 
interviews and recorded the 
personal information of those 
involved.  Piscatelli comment-
ed, “Initially, it was annoying, 
but I didn’t think it was all that 
bad.  Finally, after the second 
unplanned stop of the length-
ening night, the bus was on 
the road and bound for all-

ingford with no more inter-
ruptions.

Players and coaches re-
turned to campus at approxi-
mately 2:30 a.m. on Sunday 
morning  — much later than 
anyone could have antici-
pated.  iscatelli reflected on 
the experience, “We just went 
with the flow. e have a good 
group of kids that all get along, 
so we ust had fun on the bus.

It remains unknown who 
was at fault for the accident. 

r. liff ibson, hief Op-
erating Officer for ATT O, 
apologi ed for the delay and  
commented that there is 
little to no precedent for an 
incident like this. He added 
that the bus driver was very 
experienced, and the mis-
hap did not endanger any-
one. Albino remarked that 
it is always a tight squeeze 
through toll booths, but Mr. 
Spinnato said the driver 
may have cut it too close 
that time. 

Regardless, the Wild Boars 
won’t have to worry about toll 
booths or police reports for 
their next game against Phil-
lips Andover Academy at 
home this Saturday.

Bryce Wachtell may be reached 
at jwachtell17@choate.edu.

By Daniel Brockett ’19
Reporter

A post-graduate from 
South Orange, New Jer-
sey, talented athlete Hunter 
Reynolds ’17 plays a key role 
on Choate’s Varsity Football 
team. The wide receiver, cor-
nerback, and kick returner is 
doing wonders on a squad al-
ready loaded with talent, but 
there is more to Reynolds 
than who he is on the field.

Daniel Brockett ’19: 
How have you been adjust-
ing to the academic, athletic, 
and social aspects of hoate

Hunter Reynolds ’17: I 
had to learn to manage time 
better and live without my 
parents to help me out. Ath-
letically, it wasn’t too hard. 
It’s like a brotherhood, and 
the team is awesome.

DB: Who are your role 
models

HR: My parents. They 
are very hard-working and 
have always supported me. 
They keep me on a good path 
and helped me get to where I 
am today.

DB  ho is your favorite 
professional athlete

HR: Odell Beckham. I 
like the passion he shows for 
the game, and his swagger.

DB: Do you have a phi-
losophy or life motto  

HR:  Yes, I do. It’s “never 
give up on your dreams.

DB  f you could meet 

any person, dead or alive, 
who would you meet

HR: Martin Luther King 
Jr., just to talk about the cur-
rent state of the world in re-
gards to racial inequality. I 
would ask him for advice, see 
what he would do to help fix 
things.

DB  ow does football 
impact your life

HR: It’s taught me to nev-
er quit. No matter how much 
adversity you face, you can 
always persevere. It does not 
matter how big the challenge 
is; you cannot back down.

DB  hat is your fun-
niest memory from playing 
high school football

HR: During my sopho-
more year, one of our kids got 
a big hit and was really ding-
ed up. My coach gave him a 
bottle of water and told him, 
“Water cures everything.” He 
said the same thing to a kid on 
the team who was sick, about 
a week later.

DB  o you think football 
translates into any important 
life skills

HR: Sports teach you 
how to work well with oth-
ers, how to persevere, and 
also about responsibility and 
dedication. You’re working 
not only for yourself, but for 
those around you. You learn 
that you can’t let down those 
who are counting on you.

On a cold and gray Wednes-
day afternoon, irls’ arsity 
Soccer hoped to set the pitch 
alight with a strong performance 
against their Founder’s League ri-
val, the oomis haffee elicans. 
However, beating a Loomis team 
that Coach Rick Koczak branded 
one of the best we’re going to see 

all season  would prove far from 
easy for the ild oars. oth 
teams came into the game with 
impressive undefeated records, 
foreshadowing the close-matched 
nail-biter to come. 

Trouble manifested it-
self right from the kickoff in 
the form of an early oomis 
goal, sending Choate down 0-1 
against a team that rarely con-
cedes themselves. At that point 
in their season, the Pelicans 
had only given up three goals in 
three games, having scored nine 
in that same time frame. 

alftime couldn’t come soon 
enough for the threatened ho-
ate team, but it was then that the 
momentum shifted in favor of 
the Wild Boars. As Coach Koc-
zak put it, the game was a tale 
of two halves. learly, whatever 
the girls discussed at halftime 
flipped a switch. 

ight from the second half’s 
kickoff, chances for hoate’s of-
fense began popping up left and 
right, with Sydney Jones ’17 in 
charge of finishing up front.

Erin Martin ’20 and Saman-
tha Brown ’20 certainly made 
names for themselves, being two 
of the most creative players on 

the pitch in the second half. o-
captain exy ook ’1  found her-
self involved in multiple battles 
inside of the box. 

On defense, co-captains 
Elise Cobb ’17 and Morgan Har-
ney ’17 battled hard to shut down 

oomis’s offense, with eah 
Salzman ’17 providing both de-
fensive and offensive support on 
the flank. The ild oars were 
relentless, taking advantage of 
corner kicks and threatening 
the elicans’ defense with per-
sistent attacks.

With just three minutes to go 
in the game, Jones cleaned up the 
rebound from a shot by ook, lev-
eling the game at 1-1. 

Loomis made sure to park 
the bus for the rest of the match, 
settling an incredibly exciting 
game at 1-1.

Coach Koczak was buzzing 
at the electric finish to a well-
fought match. hen asked what  
was the most important moment 
of the game, he simply replied 

halftime,  before elaborating  
At the start of the second half, 

our mental composure com-
pletely took over. That allowed 
us to play how we wanted to play 
instead of chasing like we did in 
the first half. e gained some 
experience out of this.

n terms of the team’s perfor-
mance, Coach Koczak couldn’t 
have been more complimentary. 

e stated, efensively,  thought 
we were stellar. On midfield, they 
worked their tails off, and up 
front that was ust a great game 
of soccer. oth teams should be 
proud of their performances be-
cause this is what you want in the 
Founder’s League.”

irls’ arsity Soccer takes on 
Phillips Academy Andover this 
Saturday at 1:00 p.m. Make sure 
to come out and support the team 
for what is sure to be another ex-
citing contest!

Jackson Elkins may be reached 
at jelkins18@choate.edu.

By Nina Hastings ’18
Copy Editor

The Boys’ Varsity and JV 
Water Polo teams have had 
very impressive starts to their 
fall seasons, and this success 
can be attributed in part to 
their new Head Coach, Ms. 
Brooke Rea. Coach Rea joined 
the Choate community this 
year, not just as a boys’ and 
girls’ water polo coach, but 
also as an English teacher and 
dorm advisor in Hall.

Coach Rea explained, “I 
started playing water polo 
because I was a competitive 
swimmer since age four. here 
I grew up, swimming year-
round was pretty normal and 
something everyone did. I also 
loved basketball, and around 
middle school, some friends of 
mine told me that I should try 
water polo. It seemed like the 
perfect combination of both 
sports, so as soon as I tried it, 
I loved it. 

I’ve been playing since 
about seventh or eighth grade.” 
She soon discovered her dream 
position as hole set, which  she 
continued to play throughout 
her water polo career. 

oach ea’s passion for the 
sport steered her through four 
years on her high school’s varsi-
ty team, as well as on Bucknell 

niversity’s team from which 
she graduated in 2002. “Almost 
every job I’ve gotten since col-
lege has been a result of being 
a graduate and student athlete 
from ucknell and the con-
nections and experiences that 
I had there,” she said. “Right 
after  graduated,  went back 
and coached several camps at 

Bucknell and some teams out 
in Los Angeles. Then I moved 
to New York City, where there’s 
not a lot of water polo, but  was 
able to coach some youth pro-
grams and play club water polo 
myself.  

Having accumulated 
ample coaching experience 
with various youth teams and 
camps, Coach Rea developed 
individual teaching styles for 
each tier of ability in the sport. 
She said, One of my favorite 
parts of being a coach is help-
ing younger kids who are new-
er to the sport to learn it from 
the bottom up, and watching 
as they discover how much 
fun it is. ’ll see girls who are 
eight or nine years old being 
super aggressive, and boys 
who are really good at basket-
ball or another sport showing 
up at the pool for polo and re-
vealing a whole different side 
of themselves in the water.  
really enjoy working with kids 
who are discovering the sport 

for the first time and learning 
how quickly they can develop 
and grow.”

At Choate, Coach Rea has 
the opportunity to work with 
student athletes of different 
water polo backgrounds with-
in the varsity and JV teams, 
both of which have begun their 
seasons with strong records. “I 
love being with a player from 
season to season and just see-
ing them improve over time,” 
she said, placing an emphasis 
not only on individual players 
but also on the team as a whole 
and their dynamic in the wa-
ter. oach ea looks forward 
to continuing a successful sea-
son for hoate. e sure to stop 
by the Larry Hart Pool this 
Saturday, October 8, at 11:30 
and 1:00 to see Coach Rea and 
the Varsity and JV Boys’ Water 
Polo teams in action against 
Phillips Academy Andover. 

Daniel Brockett may be reached 
at dbrockett19@choate.edu.

GIRLS’ VARSITY SOCCER

FOOTB ALL FINDS TROUBLE... AN D A TOLL BOOTH

Off the Field with 
Hunter Reynolds

WATER POLO W ELCOMES NEW, 
EX UBER A NT  HE A D COACH

Erin Martin ’20 scrambles for the ball in a recent game.  
Photo courtesy of Ross Mortensen

Nina Hastings may be reached at 
nhastings18@choate.edu.

POSTGRAD PROFILE

Hunter Reynolds cradles the ball as he dodges a defender.
Photo by Charlotte Beebe/ The Choate News

Boars, from Brink of Defeat, Salvage Draw

The Wild Boars patch up the hole in their bus using a kicker’s net.
Photo courtesy of  the Choate Football Instagram

Field Hockey (3-1-0)
beats Westminster 1-0

Girls’ Soccer (5-0-1)
beats W&M Academy 6-0

Boys’ Soccer (4-2-1)
ties Trinity-Pauling 0-0

Football (3-0-0)
beats Exeter 49-0

Boys’ Water Polo (6-2-0)
beats Deerfield 13-12

Girls’ Volleyball (5-2-0)
beats Loomis 3-0


