
June  5 , 2020

A special issue from The Choate News

Editor-in-Chief: Claire Yuan ’21
Managing Editor: Niki Gummadi ’21
Layout Editor: Laura Jiang ’21
Graphics Editor: Sesame Gaetsaloe ’21
Copy Editors: Adrienne Chacón ’22, Praj Chirathivat ’22, Renee  
Jiang ’22, Linda Phan ’22, Jess Wu ’22, Stephanie Chen ’23 Cover Graphic by Senching Hsia and Tony Lee/The Choate News

2019-2020
Unforgettable Moments from the
  Fall............................................................................................2
  Winter........................................................................................3
  Spring.....................................................................................4-5

Five New Alumns Ref lect on Their Time on Campus..................................6

Sixth Formers Share Snapshots of the Past Four Years................................7

Say Goodbye to a Combined 154 Years of Teaching at Choate ......................8

Year in Review



2 | Memorable Moments: Fall The Choate News // June 5, 2020

FALLFALL
On October 29, the Summer Reading Series speaker Dr. Tara Westo-

ver spoke to students and faculty about her memoir, Educated, which 
was Choate’s required summer reading book for 2019. In the memoir, Dr. 
Westover writes about the Mormon survivalist lifestyle she was raised in 
and her journey to pursue higher education. Readers come to understand 
the tribulations Dr. Westover experiences and the changes in her thought 
process as she becomes more aware of the world beyond her life in rural 
,GDKR��6KH�IDFHV�GL̇FXOWLHV�LQ�GHFLGLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WR�SULRULWL]H�KHU�IDPLO\�RU�
her education and livelihood. She becomes stronger throughout this jour-
ney by learning to embrace her vulnerabilities. 

On stage, English teacher Ms. Brooke Fichera asked Dr. Westover 
questions submitted by students. The author began by giving students 
helpful tips to improve their creative writing. Students and faculty then 
learned more about Dr. Westover and her views on gender discrimination, 
modern technology, and her plans as a writer. Following School Meeting, 
students were given the opportunity to get their copies of Educated signed 

and talk to Dr. Westover in person.

Tara Westover
On October 3, the Choate community gathered 

in the auditorium of the newly-opened Ann and 
George Colony Hall for a private concert with sing-
er-songwriter John Legend, to celebrate the open-
ing of the new arts building. 

Starting the concert by giving thanks to Mr. 
George Colony ’72 and Mrs. Ann Colony, Head of 
School Alex Curtis soon turned over the show to 
the award-winning artist. During the concert, Mr. 
Legend performed both covers and a collection of 
his own songs, interacting with the audience along 
the way. Finishing the show with the renowned 
“All of Me,” Mr. Legend prompted the audience to 
dance and sing along.

In addition to his musical performance, Mr. 
Legend took the time to speak to students about 
their generation’s ability to influence national po-
litical discourse by standing up for their beliefs, 
and he encouraged students who could to exer-
cise their right to vote. Mr. Legend’s performance 
helped not only to connect the Choate community 
but also to inspire the student body to take a stand 
for what they believe in.

Over the summer, construction on Choate’s new performing arts 
center, Ann and George Colony Hall, was completed.

The building has a seating capacity of 1,070 people and occupies 
�������VTXDUH�IHHW��,WV�VL]H�IXO¿OOV�D�JRDO�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH������6WUDWHJLF�
Plan to “allocate appropriate resources so that the entire school can 
JDWKHU�WR�VKDUH��FHOHEUDWH��DQG�UHÀHFW�´

Designed by Robert A. M. Stern Architects, Colony Hall is cer-
WL¿HG�/(('�*ROG��IHDWXULQJ�JHRWKHUPDO�ZDOOV�DQG�VRODU�SDQHOV��7KH�
building was designed to complement the adjacent Paul Mellon Arts 
&HQWHU�ZLWK�D�VLPLODU�PDWHULDOV�SDOHWWH�DQG�PDVVLYH�ÀRRU�WR�FHLOLQJ�
windows that look out onto the Great Lawn and Archbold.

$OWKRXJK�LW�ZDV�ṘFLDOO\�GHGLFDWHG�LQ�2FWREHU��&RORQ\�+DOO�ZDV�
opened for student use on September 3, when Choate students gath-
ered before the building’s main entrance to watch Head of School Dr. 
Alex Curtis cut the blue ribbon in front of the main doors. Students 
TXLFNO\�FURZGHG�LQWR�WKH�EXLOGLQJ��H[FLWHG�WR�WDNH�D�¿UVW�ORRN�DW�WKH�
newest addition to the Choate campus before gathering in the audito-
rium for Convocation.

Colony Hall has become an integral part of student life, with prac-
tice rooms, a recital hall, new dance studio, and a main auditorium 
that houses School Meetings and other events that only the building’s 
state-of-the-art facilities and enlarged space are able to support.

John LegendColony Hall

With more than four million people participating across 163 countries, the Sep-
tember 2019 climate strikes protested the lack of government action toward fighting 
climate change. Inspired by 16-year-old Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, 
more than 1,000 protesters gathered at the Connecticut State Capitol, in Hartford, 
and more than 600 protesters convened in New Haven to participate in the strike 
on Friday, September 20. Nearly 50 Choate students were among these protestors. 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RQQHFWLFXW�IUHVKPDQ�6HQD�:D]HU�DQG�(DVWHUQ�&RQQHFWLFXW�6WDWH�8QL-
versity sophomore Mitchel Kveder, leaders of the Hartford protest, presented a for-
mal resolution to Governor Ned Lamont demanding that the state declare an official 
climate emergency and enact emergency legislation to confront the climate crisis. 
'XULQJ� WKH� WKUHH�KRXU� SURWHVW�� VSHHFKHV� IURP� QXPHURXV� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� GLVFXVVHG�
WKH�LVVXH�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��ZKLOH�UK\WKPLF�FKDQWV�HQHUJL]HG�WKH�FURZG��7KH�VWULNHV�
represented the battle for the global community to notice and address the detri-
mental effects of climate change and create a safer future for generations to come.

Climate Change Protests
Following the John Legend concert, the Choate community congregated on the Great Lawn for a 

carnival on October 4. Proposed by a committee led by Executive Director of Development and Alumni 
Relations Mr. Dan Courcey and English Department Head Ms. Ellen Devine, the event was intended to 
celebrate the dedication of Ann and George Colony Hall while also providing a bonding experience for 
the Choate community. 

At the carnival, members of the Choate community were not only offered free and unlimited turns 
on rides such as Zero Gravity, YoYo, Cliffhanger, and a Ferris wheel, but also free food from local ven-
GRUV�VHUYLQJ�VDQGZLFKHV�� ,QGLDQ�FXLVLQH�� IUHQFK� IULHV�� LFH�FUHDP��FDQQROLV��SL]]D��DQG�PRUH� IURP�IRRG�
trucks brought to campus. Director of Sustainability Ms. Katrina Linthorst Homan was able to promote 
sustainability initiatives during the carnival by ensuring the use of compostable plates and cutlery for 
all food trucks. Students and faculty continued to celebrate late into the night, going on numerous rides 
and finishing off an average of five servings of food per person.

Community Carnival

September 3 October 3 October 29

September 20 October 4
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This year, Choate began developing a Strategic Plan for the 
first time since 2013, outlining the School’s goals in the years 
to come. To gauge what the community hoped for the School’s 
future, members of the Choate administration conducted sur-
veys and discussion groups with students and faculty during the 
fall. Following the period of data-collecting, on January 30-31, a 
group of 60 people, including the Board of Trustees, administra-
tors, and selected students and faculty went on a retreat in Stam-
ford, Conn., to discuss the Plan in further detail. Caroline Rispoli 
’20, Vikram Sharma ’20, Maxwell Brown ’21, and Ula Lucas ’21 
were selected to represent the student perspective at the retreat. 
Retreat participants discussed topics such as the School’s en-
dowment, financial aid, diversity, and student learning. From 
these discussions, the administration generated a list of goals 
to include in the Strategic Plan. Once back on campus, a writing 
committee was assigned to draft the Plan.

On February 13, Ula Lu-
cas ’21 and Max O’Connor 
’21 were elected as Presi-
dent and Vice President of 
the student body, succeed-
ing Vikram Sharma ’20 
and William Robertson ’20 
in their respective roles. 
Prior to the elections, can-
didates delivered speeches 
at School Meeting about 
what they had done to im-
prove student life and their 
future plans. Some chang-
es implemented by Lucas 
and O’Connor during their 
previous time on Student 

Council include allowing fifth formers to sign out to the fitness center during study 
hours, giving sixth formers gaming counsel privileges, removing WiFi restrictions 
for upperclassmen, and re-establishing the weekend activity of inviting Wallingford 
food vendors to sell on campus (which was set to start in the spring). Proposals that 
Lucas and O’Connor are hoping to carry out include placing water fountains and 
compost bins in all dorms, installing charging stations all around campus, reimag-
ining the early check-in and day student sleepover processes, a revamped wellness 
program, shuttling students from the Wallingford train station to Choate, a WiFi 
extension for sophomores, and relaxing course graduation requirements so that stu-
dents can tailor their schedules. Student Council has shown that its main initiative is 
caring for, and uniting, the Choate community, with Lucas making this clear in her 
campaign slogan: “A vote for Ula is a vote for you-la.”

On February 14, this year’s President’s Day, the Choate Rosemary Hall Symphony Orchestra (CRHO) 
played at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in Washington, D.C. The CRHO was one of 
four youth orchestras invited to the Capital Orchestra Festival, a distinguished event held by Music Celebra-
tions International to recognize the best youth orchestras in the nation. Choate alumni, faculty, and family all 
gathered at the Kennedy Center to enjoy the CRHO’s performance of Aaron Copland’s “Lincoln Portrait” and 
/XGZLJ�YDQ�%HHWKRYHQ¶V�³6\PSKRQ\�1R����´�ZKLFK�ZHUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�FKRVHQ�WR�FHOHEUDWH�%HHWKRYHQ�DQG�3UHV-
ident Abraham Lincoln’s birthdays. At the alumni luncheon following the performance, the Ventre Fund was 
DQQRXQFHG�LQ�KRQRU�RI�PXVLF�WHDFKHU�DQG�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�&5+2�0U��3KLO�9HQWUH¶V���WK��DQG�¿QDO��\HDU�WHDFK-
LQJ�DW�&KRDWH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�&5+2��2UJDQL]HG�E\�WUXVWHHV�0V��%X̆\�&DIULW]�5+�¶����0V��
-DFTXHOLQH�0DUV�*3¶��������DQG�WKH�-RQHV�IDPLO\�DQG�VXSSRUWHG�E\�0U��0LFKDHO�:HOOHV�¶����0V��0DUL�-RQHV��
and Ms. Leslie 
Welles, the fund 
serves to ensure 
all students will 
have the oppor-
tunity to attend 
ensemble tours 
regardless of their 
¿QDQFLDO� VLWXD-
tion. Mr. Ven-
tre’s legacy and 
his dedication 
to the orchestra 
program lives on 
in both the Ven-
tre Fund and the 
hearts of Choate's 

musicians.

WINTERWINTER
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CRHO Performs at Kennedy CenterStudent Council Elections

Strategic Planning 
Retreat

Choate students put on A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream under the direction of acting teacher Ms. Tra-
cy Ginder-Delventhal. Rehearsals for the play started 
during the winter term, and the show played for three 
nights. Students seized the opportunity to support 
the work of their peers while also taking a break from 
term-end preparations. The play was rooted in the 
Shakespeare classic but added its own modern twist. 
Ms. Ginder-Delventhal deliberately assigned roles 
depending only on which actors she thought were the 
EHVW�¿W�IRU�HDFK�FKDUDFWHU��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�UHJDUG�IRU�WKH�
gender of the actors. In this way, she challenged the 
¿UP�UROH�JHQGHU�SOD\V�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�VKRZHG�WKDW�LW�LV�
not the driving force behind a character’s actions. This 
exploration of gender in this well-known play demon-
strated the ability of art to change people’s perceptions 
of what is considered normal and create new norms 
for our times.

A Midsummer 
Night's Dream

By February 2020, the coronavirus had spread from China to 
more than 20 countries, with 30,000 people infected and 900 dead 
worldwide. Many nations, including the U.S., began to implement 
WUDYHO�UHVWULFWLRQV�OLPLWLQJ�RU�EDUULQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ÀLJKWV��

Following the implementation of these guidelines, Choate de-
cided to cancel the upcoming study abroad program in China. Soon 
after, all other study abroad programs and spring break trips were 
also cancelled. 

A Model United Nations conference at Yale, attended by students 
from around the world including 12 from Choate, suddenly ended 
due to fears that a student from China had contracted the virus.

In addition, the Chinese Club and Choate Public Health teamed 
XS�WR�UDLVH�PRQH\�WR�VXSSRUW�WKRVH�D̆HFWHG�E\�WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KHLU�
collected funds were donated to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Crisis Fund.

Growing Concerns 
Over  Coronavirus

February 14February 13

January 30-31 February 13-15 February
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Despite the challenge of 
faulty Wi-Fi and differenc-
es in time zones, the Student 

Activities Center — along with 
club life — persisted online during the spring term. Director of the Student 
Activities Center Ms. Alex Long and Assistant Director of the Student Activities 
Center Ms. Colleen Kazar made efforts to keep the Choate community united 
despite the physical distance separating students and faculty. On April 3, the 
SAC held its first virtual Zoom dance, hosted by Max Brown ’21, and later on 
May 29, the SAC held a second Zoom dance. Other events included a joint trivia 
night with Deerfield Academy and a Zoom open mic night, as well as more se-
nior-orientated events such as Senior Bingo and Senior Dance Lessons.

“We’ve also been really successful with some of our passive Instagram 
challenges or postings where students can just watch things that are going on 
across the community with faculty and staff or other students, even though 
they’re from afar,” said Ms. Kazar. The SAC helped to promote several club 
events through BoarCast emails and Instagram story posts, including a movie 
night hosted by the Film Club, a Zoom event hosted by the Do It Club, and a 
cooking event sponsored by the Cooking Exploration Club. 

Many clubs moved their meetings to a virtual format. In addition to con-
tinuing pod meetings over Zoom, the Debate Team held a virtual debate tour-
nament with Deerfield on May 9. The Environment Action Coalition (EAC) held 
more discussion-based meetings and a WALL-E movie night. Several clubs de-
cided to hold joint meetings with each other, such as Girl Up and Choate Wom-
en in Business.

SAC Events

With students scattered 
across the globe and unable to 
pack up dorm belongings, Cho-

ate provided three alternatives to 
this unique situation: return to campus and pack belongings, ship belongings to 
home, or store belongings at Choate. Due to the circumstances of COVID-19, stu-
dents who decided to return and pack their belongings on campus are strictly lim-
ited to certain time frames within the day, where only one student is allowed in one 
level of every dorm during that period. The School also implemented a set of guide-
lines to ensure the safety and efficiency of every student’s move-out process, which 
included maintaining social distancing measures, wearing face masks and gloves in 
all buildings, and refraining from going back to campus if experiencing symptoms.

For students who chose for their belongings to be shipped home or stored on 
campus, the School has arranged for a packing company to pack up all belongings. 
Regarding the concern over the handling of prohibited items and substances, the 
School offered students the opportunity to use Amnesty — an option for students 
to alert Dean of Students Mike Velez ’00 prior to May 22 about any banned items. 
Though these prohibited items will be confiscated and parents will be notified, 
students who report to Mr. Velez before the required date will not be subject to 
disciplinary charges. 

In addition, 
the School con-
tinued to offer 
the store book 
buyback pro-
gram, where stu-
dents can now 
return their used 
school books in 
good condition to 
their dorms and 
receive money.

Belongings

The Choate community prides 
itself on its many hallowed tradi-
tions. The coronavirus pandemic has 

stymied get-togethers and made some 
of these traditions impossible, but Choate students and their school spirit persevere. The School innovat-
ed ways to maintain normalcy despite the uncertain and foreign times. 

The annual Pratt-Packard declamation contest was, for the first time, not conducted in front of the 
student body. The contest semi-finalists presented their speeches to the panel of judges and the finalists 
presented again at the May 5 pre-taped school meeting. The changes to Choate’s to the speech contest 
emboldened some and dismayed others. Sakura Hayakawa ’21 noted, “I was personally disappointed 
about the finals being held online since I submitted my speech partly because of the opportunity to speak 
in front of the School.” While Joe Monti ’21 remarked, “I think the online nature of the contest was a pos-
itive for me since there weren’t as many eyes watching me, which would have made me more nervous.”

 The class of 2020 were especially impacted by losing an in-person Spring term. Many students 
lamented missing out on the excitement of Senior Spring, an experience that many had waited four years 
for. Some events were able to carry over to the online format. Senior bingo, a small tradition, was played 
over Zoom. Other senior rites of passage were harder to translate. In place of Last Hurrah, Mr. and Mrs. 
VanMierlo hosted virtual dance lessons that the seniors could tune into and follow along with. Garden 
party, a tradition that the senior and junior girls celebrate, harkens back to Rosemary Hall. Garden 
party typically involves senior girls proposing to their garden party dates in elaborate and public ways, 
dressing up, and handing down awards from the senior class to the juniors. This year, the junior and se-

nior girls received a video of some of 
the senior girls giving their garden 
party awards to their junior dates. 
“It’s a difficult thing to come to 
terms with,” said Grace Zhang ’20. 
“You make all these plans and look 
forward to this time for three and a 
half years, and it felt like nothing 
would interrupt it.” Seniors attend-
ed a modified graduation over Zoom 
on Sunday May 31. Julia Gottschalk 
’20 praised the graduation: “For 
what it was, it was really great and I 
don’t think they could have done 
any better. It was good because my 
entire extended family and friends 
were able to watch. The sad part was 
not being able to celebrate with ev-
eryone from Choate, but altogether 
it worked.”

Social distancing guidelines have 
prevented normal birthday celebra-
tions for those born in the spring or 

summer months. However, many com-
munities have still managed to find ways 

to gather together — at a safe distance — and celebrate. Trademarked by the line of cars slowly maneu-
vering down a driveway and sounds of honks and screams, drive-by birthdays were a popular fix to the 
social distancing dilemma. Friends and family drove by the birthday boy or girl’s house, hanging out of 
windows and sunroofs while holding brightly decorated posters and presents. Festivities range from a 
few friends gathered along the driveway to parades with firetrucks and streamers hanging from the cars. 
Friends have even been organizing Zoom birthday parties, gathering together a group of friends to sur-
prise the birthday boy or girl.

Students have also been keeping in touch through Netflix Party, a browser extension that synchro-
nizes a movie or show and includes a group chat for friends to watch Netflix together and chat remotely. 
During all that extra time in quarantine, students can finally feel a little more comfort watching that 
horror movie or rom-com with friends rather than alone. 

 Despite FaceTiming and Zooming each other, car circles have become a popular choice for friends 
who want to hang out in person. Many friends will gather together in an empty parking lot or outside of a 
friend’s house and sit in the trunk of their cars, often bringing food or other sources of entertainment. Some 
people have also gathered together in their backyards, sitting six feet apart in lawn chairs.

 Some students have resorted to sending care packages and hand-written letters as a more inti-
mate way of keeping in touch compared to texts. Hannah Wallinger ’21 sent her friends boxes filled with 
cookies decorated with the Choate “C.” 

Students who chose to game their way through quarantine have been communicating and socializ-
ing through video game chats and headphone sets. Video games not only engage students and prompt 
them to work together, but also serve as a prime source of entertainment for many students. In addition, 
Boar Pen and other student groups have organized team gaming competitions against Deerfield Academy 
through gaming platforms such as FIFA, Madden, and Fortnite — streamed live for students from both 

schools to enjoy and comment. 

Keeping Traditions Alive

Staying in Touch

SPRINGSPRING
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February 11 March 5 March 13 March 19

February 27 March 10
Administration asks all students to defer travel 
to China or South Korea during spring break.

All term abroad trips cancelled. Students traveling 
to level 2 or 3 countries must remain symptom-
free for 14 days before returning to campus.

Break extended until March 24. Remote 
learning set to take place until April 3.

March 17
Remote learning extended through the end of 
the spring term. First day of classes announced 
as March 27.

Administration announces the School will 
support remote learning for international 
studnets throughout the spring, if necessary.

Choate alumni receive a letter stating 
reunion weekend has been cancelled.

Administration offers to help find housing 
for those with families affected by the virus.

Photo courtesy of Mirielle MaPhoto courtesy of Taylor Mitchell

Photo courtesy of Irie Cooper
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This term, many Choate students used their new free 
time to assist communities in need.

 Due to the coronavirus, healthcare workers have been 
stretched thin. To provide more support for these workers in her 

hometown of Alexandria, Va., Mealy Cronin ’23 organized a fundraiser on the crowdfunding site GoFundMe to collect funds 
for healthcare workers’ meals. Creating the campaign “Let’s Help Those Who Are Helping Us” in late March, Cronin raised 
HQRXJK�LQ�D�PRQWK�WR�FROODERUDWH�ZLWK�D�UHVWDXUDQW�FKDLQ�DQG�SURYLGH�OXQFKHV�IRU�KHDOWKFDUH�ZRUNHUV�LQ�VL[�GL̆HUHQW�KRVSLWDOV��
With more funds, Cronin was able to continue her support for healthcare workers with other meal batches a few weeks later.

 Some communities are more vulnerable to the virus than others, especially the homeless and immunocompro-
mised. To provide more protection in the form of personal protection equipment, Juliet Lin ’22, along with four other 
IULHQGV��FUHDWHG�D�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FDOOHG�0DULSRVD�0DVNV�,QLWLDWLYH��7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�PDNHV�LWV�PDVNV�ZLWK�WKH�
help of money raised on GoFundMe before distributing those masks to Connecticut and Massachusetts communities in 
need. As of mid-May, the organization had distributed more than 2,000 masks.

 While the pandemic poses health threats to healthcare workers and vulnerable communities, it has also created 
FRXQWOHVV�¿QDQFLDO�VWUXJJOHV�IRU�PDQ\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�UHO\�RQ�RSHQLQJ�WR�VXVWDLQ�WKHLU�RSHUDWLQJ�VWDWXV��2QH�RI�WKRVH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�¿QDQFHV�LV�2XWUHDFK�����DQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�'RPLQLFDQ�
Republic and Nicaragua that operates learning centers for over 200 students. Volunteers of the organization Chloe Lewis 
¶���DQG�2UYLOOH�$PDQNZDK�¶���KDYH�VWHSSHG�XS�WR�RUJDQL]H�IXQGUDLVHUV�DORQJ�ZLWK�PDQ\�RWKHUV�WR�NHHS�2XWUHDFK����
DÀRDW�DQG�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VXSSRUWV�UHPDLQV�LQWDFW�

� :LWK�WKH�VZLWFK�WR�UHPRWH�OHDUQLQJ��PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�PD\�¿QG�OHDUQLQJ�FHUWDLQ�FRQFHSWV�PRUH�
GL̇FXOW��,Q�RUGHU�WR�FRPEDW�WKLV�QHZ�FKDOOHQJH��$QGUHZ�6KHQRXGD�¶����.DL�-RVHSK�¶����DQG�+HQU\�0DUV�¶���IRXQGHG�7DG-
SROH�7XWRULQJ��D�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�RQOLQH�WXWRULQJ�VHUYLFH�WKDW�JLYHV�DOO�RI�LWV�WXWRULQJ�SURFHHGV�WR�FKDULWDEOH�
organizations. The organization enlists the help of several other Choate students as tutors.

� 'HVSLWH�QRW�EHLQJ�RQ�WKH�IURQWOLQHV��WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�GLG�ZKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�WR�DOOHYLDWH�WKH�H̆HFWV�RI�WKH�FRURQDYLUXV��

As the School transitions to virtual learning, many members of the Choate communi-
ty expressed concerns regarding the change’s limit to the Choate experience. Creating a 
safe and collaborative learning environment for both students and faculty, the Information 
and Technology Services (ITS) introduced two major communication platforms: Microsoft 
Teams and Zoom. 

What used to be in-person classes and meetings are now held through the virtual plat-
IRUP�=RRP��=RRP�LQFOXGHV�PDQ\�EHQH¿FLDO�DVSHFWV�IRU�D�YLUWXDO�FODVVURRP�VXFK�DV�WKH�DELO-
ity to screen share, record sessions, and arrange smaller breakout rooms. To acquire the 
skills used for this application, ITS directly trained a smaller group of faculty with Zoom 
basics, who then instructed the rest of the faculty in smaller groups. The platform was more 
GL̇FXOW�WR�VHW�XS�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG��ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�IURP�WKH�&KRDWH�3URJUDPPLQJ�8QLRQ��,76�
was able to catalog all meeting IDs and links into one website. 

For Microsoft Teams, the platform was introduced to Choate a year and a half ago as a 
way to initiate small conversations online within the Choate community. Head of the ITS 
Department Mr. Andrew Speyer noted, “It’s been my dream to get the School into one place 
where we could do a lot more electronic conversations and small group work together.” One 
of Mr. Speyer’s goal is rather than ITS answering all the tech questions, members of the 
Choate community can post questions in a group space for anyone to respond, utilizing the 
wisdom of the crowd. 

ITS is currently available through Microsoft Teams and has hosted daily Zoom calls with 
Academic Technology and the Andrew Mellon Library to explore ways to administer sup-

port to faculty and students amid the global pandemic.

Community Service

April 8
Tuition commitment deadline extended 
to July 1.

May 22
Sixth form's last day of classes.

May 31
Graduation

April 10
Changes to non-academic diploma 
requirements announced.

May 29
Prize Day

During the remote spring term, Choate Student Council worked hard to 
IDFLOLWDWH�VHYHUDO�PHDVXUHV�PHDQW�WR�HQKDQFH�R̆�FDPSXV�VWXGHQW�OLIH�LQ�DG-
dition to the online learning experience. The council’s work this spring was 
split between initiatives for the virtual spring term and proposals for the up-
coming year. Because the conventional proposal process could result in it 
taking weeks for an initiative to be passed, council members this term felt 
WKDW�D�PRUH�ḢFLHQW�V\VWHP�ZDV�QHHGHG��6R��WKH\�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�IDFXOW\�RQ�WKHLU�
independent initiatives and were expected to check in every week with other 
members and give updates on their progress. 

The Pass/D/Fail grading system was one major change carried out with 
help from the council. Student Council discussed with Dean of Students Mr. 
Mike Velez ’00, Director of Studies Mr. Kevin Rogers, and members of the 
&ROOHJH�&RXQVHOLQJ�2̇FH��7KH\�UHDVRQHG�WKDW�ZLWK�DOO�VWXGHQWV�EDFN�DW�KRPH��
priorities may shift and education may not be a student’s primary concern. 
As a result, ahead of the start of the online spring term, Head of School Dr. 
Alex Curtis emailed the School regarding the alteration in the grading system. 

         Student Body President Ula Lucas ’21, when asked about the expe-
riences she gained from the online term, remarked, “When it comes to the 
council, I think we are really getting to understand the true importance of 
collaboration and self-motivation. We’re not meeting weekly anymore or 
seeing each other around campus, so connecting with our individual pas-
sions for this community and being self-starters are more important than 
ever before.”

In regards to the upcoming year, Student Council members have already 
launched proposals including allocating day student parking spaces closer 
to St. John Hall, eliminating assigned seating in school meetings, and giving 
students the ability to early check-in on Saturdays in any dorm.

Student Council Initiatives

Information and Technology

In a time of confu-
sion and chaos, Cho-
ate’s students found 
a way to brighten up 

peoples’ days through 
their art. Third Form Class Representative Joy An 
’23 created a competition on the Student Council In-
stagram account known as “Choate Creates.” Students 
created works of art — paintings, songs, poems, and 
photographs — based on the one-word prompt released 
every Friday. These prompts included “memory”, 
“hero”, and “storm.” The students in Arts Concentra-
tion also began postin their work on the @choate_arts 
Instagram.

The Choate C-Proctors also started Project Earth, 
an initiative that encouraged students to get creative 
and make a sustainable art project from recycled ma-
terials in order to celebrate Earth Day. Students made 
crafts ranging from photo collages made from old, cut-
up magazines to decorative containers made from re-
purposed jars and animal toys.

Despite the cancellation of the 
spring season, sports teams have 
found creative ways of staying in 
touch during this virtual spring 
term, whether through Zoom, text, 
or team events. Both the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Choate Crew team have been 
staying in shape through rigorous 
group workouts on Zoom. While 
the Girls’ team have been using 
Strava to keep track of fitness and 
running challenges and share their 
times with each other, the Boys’ 
team have been challenging them-
selves to Olympic level workouts— 
each team motivating the other to 
push harder. 

Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse has also 
found unique ways to stay commit-
ted to the sport and uphold team 
spirit. Everyday, the team partici-
pates and competes with each other 
in vigorous workout routines de-
signed to mimic the team’s sched-
ule during a regular season. The 
team has also implemented Zoom 
team dinners on Friday nights to 
maintain friendships and team mo-
rale during the virtual season.

Arts

Sports

March 24
Administration announces the switch to 
a Pass/D/Fail grading system.

March 27
First day of remote classes.
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My one piece of 
advice: take a 

moment to appreciate 
it all, even at the 
lowest of times.

I didn’t realize how 
much real estate 

these experiences 
took up in my heart 

until they were ripped 
away from me

I will have to summon 
the courage to let go 

of a place that has 
given me so much in 

so little time

I feel a sense of being 
lost after 12:00 AM.

More often than I care 
to admit, I selfishly 
wonder: Why did it 
have to be my year 
and my friends that 

had to lose it all? What 
were the odds?

Being an international 
boarding student thousands 
of miles away from home has 
brought its own unique pains 
and struggles. Since I arrived 
at Choate as a new sophomore 
three years ago, I have missed 
big events back home like birth-
days, graduations, and funerals 
all while trying to overcome 
culture shock and homesick-
ness. But despite all this, I 
will forever treasure my time 
at Choate. The experiences I 
had here were what led to my 
tremendous growth during my 
high school years.

I remember the first time 
I stepped foot on the Choate 
campus. It was summer of 
2016, and immediately, I knew 

that Choate had so much in 
store for me. I knew that by the 
end of my time there, I would 
be a much better and stron-
ger person. I wasn’t wrong. 
Although hefty workloads and 
being away from home pre-
sented trials and disappoint-

ments, being at Choate allowed 
me to become more indepen-
dent and discover my passion 
for psychology, neither of 
which would have happened at 
my old school.

It wasn’t until Covid-19 
abruptly ended my time on 
campus that I fully realized 
the magnitude of the impact 
that these past three years 
have had on me. I’m thankful 
for everyone that has been a 
part of the journey, whether 
they’re still in my life or not: 
those classmates, teammates, 
dormmates, and club members 
who I had never really gotten 
to know and those who have 
become lifelong friends; those 
faculty members who were al-
ways willing to lend a hand 
and those who supported me 
through it all. 

My one piece of advice: take a 
moment to appreciate it all, even 
at the lowest of times, and don’t 
be afraid to do the thing that you 
KDYH�EHHQ�SXVKLQJ�R̆�EHFDXVH�\RX�
were waiting for the “right time.” 
Choate has seen me through all of 
the emotions and experiences I’d 
never felt or imagined before. Far 
from home, Choate became my 
second home. Though at times 
I felt like I was drifting away 
from my friends back home, 
I found comfort in the 
meaningful relationships 
I formed at Choate.

Once again, just like 
three years ago when 

I boarded the Kenya Airways 
ÀLJKW�DQG�OHIW�KRPH�IRU�&KRDWH��
it feels like I’m leaving a huge 
part of me behind — only this 
time, I’m not able to truly come 
WR� WHUPV�ZLWK� LW� DQG� ELG�P\� ¿-
nal adieu. One thing’s for sure, 
though: Forever true, Gold and 
Blue! Goodbye, Choate.

—Dasha Asienga ’20

My love for Choate came 
slowly — an unhurried, tentative 
SURFHVV� WKDW� HEEHG� DQG� ÀRZHG�
like waves. On more than one 
day during these last three years, 
I would have done anything to 
see Jakarta’s jumbled skyline 
instead of the order of red-brick 
academic buildings. I felt suf-
focated by the quietness of my 
surroundings and overwhelmed 
by the responsibilities asked of 
me. But, it was easy to fall in love 
with Choate after every Saturday 
night dinner at Sirinan’s; every 
night spent crying within the 

ZDUP�FRQ¿QHV�RI�P\�URRPPDWH¶V�
arms; every rant about another 
impossible assignment with my 

SRP classmates; every revolu-
tionary English discussion; every 
cookie Dr. Chen Lin baked; every 

scolding for being too loud in the 
library; every impromptu trip 
to Walmart; every sentimental 
email I wrote to a teacher who 
has changed my life; and every 
time I realized Choate gave me 
friends who are so inspiring. 

I loved Choate — but my love 
only blossomed to its extreme as 
my time here came to an end. All 
HYHQWV�LQ�OLIH�DUH�VR�ÀHHWLQJ�DQG�
delicate. None of us will ever be 
in the exact same place or time 
again. Although futile, it is hu-
man nature to cling onto the 
familiar — to the memories of 
a moment once lived. I, myself, 
yearn to do everything I loved 
about Choate just once more. I 
will have to summon the cour-
age to let go of a place that has 
given me so much in so little 
time; but in the meantime, I will 
dream about the unsaid thank-
you’s, missed farewells, and all 
the beautiful souls I’ve met.

—Erica Vandenbulcke ’20

W h a t ’ s 
the hardest part 

of being home this 
term, rather than in Quantrell? 
I feel a sense of being lost after 
12:00 a.m. In the dorm, I would 
usually be chugging through all 
of the work I had procrastinated 
on until a hoard of dorm-mates 
either barged through my door 
or made a ruckus in the common 
room. Though I enjoyed my in-
teractions with my dorm-mates 
when I would help them with 
homework or hang out with them 

in my room until 3 a.m., I 
thought I could use this 
remote spring term as 
a chance to catch up on 
some sleep. But, I’ve 
found that I can’t fall 
asleep these days. I’m 
missing desperately 
those late-night rushes 
of energy and fun.

I would like to give a 
shout out to all the boys 

in Quantrell who distract-
ed me from my work and 

made me ask for more exten-
sions this year than all of my 

previous years at Choate com-
bined. I wouldn’t have traded 
my experience in the dorm this 
year for anything else. The only 
downside was getting a modi-
cum amount of sleep, especially 
when you all decided it would 

be a great idea to have a “Trail-
er Park Boys” binge in my room 
right before our SATs.

You all opened my eyes to the 
world, whether by blasting music 
during my sleep-ins or convincing 
me that I do, in fact, have the po-
tential to achieve my dreams. I only 
knew a few of you before this year, 
and I’m now proud to say that our 
shared experiences, though mostly 
rambunctious, were a nice distrac-
tion from the stress of school and 
gave me a set of brothers for life.

—Revant Kantamneni ’20

No forewarning could have 
prepared me for the moment 
I heard the news that the last 
term of my Choate career would 
occur only remotely. As it hap-
pened, I was shopping at Target 
in Miami when the fateful Out-
ORRN� QRWL¿FDWLRQ� SRSSHG� XS� RQ�
my screen. An intense vertigo 
overwhelmed me on the spot, 
literally forcing me onto the 
ÀRRU�� ,� VDW� FURVV�OHJJHG� LQ� WKH�
aisle where I had been search-
ing for linguini for that night’s 
dinner, trying to steady myself 
with deep breaths. It’s hard to 
describe the emptiness I felt as 
the scale of what I had just lost 
began to hit me. Just like that, 
senior spring — and my time in 
Wallingford — was over.

The next few days, memo-
ULHV�ÀRRGHG�P\�PLQG� LQ�D� MXP-
bled sequence, a movie I wasn’t 
entirely sure I wanted to watch. 
Orchestra rehearsals in Colony 
+DOO�� FR̆HH� ZKLOH� ORXQJLQJ� RQ�
the orange couches in Lanphy; 
ZDUP� VSULQJ� VXQOLJKW� ÀRRGLQJ�
through the PMAC balcony’s 
large, dreamy skylights. I pic-
tured the suit and tie I would 
have worn for Last Hurrah, pic-
tured the cross-country course 
on Sunday mornings, pictured 
going to New Haven with my 
friends. It scared me how quick-
ly all of it had vanished.

It felt as though I had lost a 
loved one. And in a way, that’s 
what it was, right? We seniors 
lost all the time we thought we 

would be spending to-
gether — all the moments 
and interactions we would 
have had with friends and 
teachers. We were prema-
WXUHO\�FXW�R̆� IURP�WKH�VRXUFHV�
RI�PHDQLQJ�DQG�IXO¿OOPHQW�LQ�RXU�
lives, and we were denied the 
ability to form memories we felt 
entitled to. 

Not long after the day I 
heard the news, I boarded a 
VHULHV� RI� ÀLJKWV� EDFN� WR� +RQJ�
Kong, where I’ve spent the 
spring term. I’ve been trying to 
keep up a semblance of normal-
cy while I’m back here: swim-
ming at the beach, meeting up 
with old friends (while follow-
ing all social-distancing guide-
lines, of course), and spending 
time with family. A lot of Net-
ÀL[� DQG� 61/� ELQJLQJ� DQG� HYHQ�
more reading. Everything has 
EHHQ�RQH�ODUJH�H̆RUW�WR�EXU\�WKH�

thought of my losses deep in the 
back of my mind. I just want to 
forget it all happened. Because, 
if I embark on that unending cy-
cle of thought about everything 
I would have had in my senior 
spring, everything from loneli-
ness to anger to emptiness will 
begin to wash over me again. 

The School’s efforts to cre-
ate some vaguely normal expe-
rience — Zoom classes, video 
messages, packages bearing 
alumni vests — are nice, and 
I am very appreciative of the 

School’s many 
efforts to simulate a 
typical spring term online. But 
— by no one’s fault — remote 
engagement with one another 
hardly makes up for the real 
thing. More often than I care to 
admit, I selfishly wonder: Why 
did it have to be my year and 
my friends that had to lose it 
all? What were the odds?

I want to recognize here 
that, of course, my situation 
is not the worst, by far. Peo-
ple around the world have 
lost much more than time at 
school. I feel extremely lucky 
that my family, friends, and I 
are healthy; that we have a roof 
over our heads; and that we get 
to spend this period of isola-
tion together. These are privi-
leges that many don’t have.

I merely want to express 
here, in my final words for the 
newspaper I’ve worked on for 
two years, that I — along with 
the rest of Choate’s Class of 
2020, as well as all the other 
classes of 2020 across the globe 
— am hurting. By sheer mis-
fortune, we were forced away 
from our homes and friends 
without any closure, and, un-
like our younger peers, it is not 
a matter of when we’ll see each 
other again, but if we’ll ever see 
each other again. Who can real-
ly say where we seniors will be 
months from now?

For now, and though this 
is in no way how I would have 
ever imagined I’d be doing it, 
let me say: Goodbye, Choate 
Rosemary Hall, and thank you 
for everything.

—Derek Ng ’20

Coming to Choate as a new 
sophomore, I had no idea what 
to expect. I didn’t expect that I 
would spend three years living 
above the Andrew Mellon Library 
with advisers who would become 
my second moms or that I would 
meet friends and teachers who 
would help me grow into the best 

possible version of myself. I 
didn’t expect the 

l a t e - n i g h t 
talks, or 

t h e 

blood, sweat, and tears shed into 
Lake Quonnipaug and the Larry 
Hart Pool. Of course, I couldn’t 
have expected to attend a grad-
uation from my home on May 
31. These past few months have 
allowed me to realize how valu-
able those awkward hellos on the 
path, those dance parties in Lib 
Lob, and those long hours spent 
singing in the Seymour St. John 
Chapel were. I didn’t realize how 
much real estate these experienc-
es took up in my heart until they 
were ripped away from me before 

I had the chance to say goodbye. 
To all the underclassmen, I know 
everyone will tell you this, but 
cherish every single moment, 
and do that thing that you are 
on the fence about. Never regret 
experiences; use them as learn-
ing opportunities instead. Sing 
at the top of your lungs with your 
friends on the path, dance your 
heart out at a SAC dance, have 
a debate in the dining hall, look 

up at the stars from the soccer 
¿HOG�� DQG�¿QG�SHRSOH�ZKR�PDNH�
you laugh until you can’t breathe. 
Those moments will make every-
thing worth it, no matter what 
happens down the line.

—Laryssa Gazda ’20

A Period of
Tremendous Growth

The No-Regret
Choate Experience

A Grateful 
Goodbye

6 | Senior Ref lections The Choate News // June 5, 2020

My Slow-Burning Love

Where Did the 
Crazy Nights Go?
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Which local foods will 
you miss the most? 

What will you miss most?

Best Overheard at 
Choate quote?

Teacher that changed 
your life at Choate?

What was the best course 
you took at Choate?

Favorite spot on campus?

Favorite 
campus pet?

What song got you 
through senior year?

What is something you would have done (gone 
“full send” on) had we gone back to campus?

What would you change about your Choate career?

What advice about Choate would 
you give your younger self?

Highlight of your Choate career?

The PMAC when it’s raining.
—Peter Loiselle 

International Relations.
—Lambert Perkins 

Reverse Engineering.
—Jamie Shin 

Come to Choate earlier.
—John Mahoney 

Come out to the whole school.
—Di'Anna Bonomolo 

Winning the MacGyver challenge junior year 
in Dr. Hogue's physics class.

—Julianna Sekula 

“Mamma Mia”
—Chandler Littleford 

“All Star”
—Esi Dunyoh 

Jeeves
—Ally Chadha 

Dwyer Farrell 
—Brennan Connell 

Dr. Hogue and Tiz
—Jimmy Sullivan

Mr. Peed 
—Fenn Suter 

Dr. Curtis
—Sam Curtis 

“Brazil”
—Aisha Pasha 

Summer Abroad in Paris.
—Noah Trudeau 

“Not now. Too many emails.” 

“They can't get us ALL in trouble.” 

Rivas Taqueria.
—Ahmed Wise 

Staying in the dining hall to talk until they 
kick us out.

—Laura Solano-Florez 

The homies
—Tommy Styron 

Cafe Ra breakfast on Saturday 
morning.

—Isa Caputo 

“I just want to be in love with somebody.”

Treasure every moment you have on campus because 
you have no idea how fast it ends.

—Meagan Best 

No one remembers your embarrassing moments, so live 
it up and do what you want.

—Sophie Ray 

Make mistakes.
—Lillie Lanphier

Believe it or not, John Legend was my first 
real concert.

—Dasha Asienga 

Last Hurrah proposal.
—Ryan Kim 

I wish I gained my confidence earlier; it would have saved me a lot of 
heartache.

—Roshni Surpur 

Nothing.
—Jessie Yau 

The grass above the track — perfect 
sunset view.

—Haley Strom 
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A Transformative Prescence in the Arts, 
Mr. Phil Ventre Retires After 50 years

Longtime English Teacher Mr. Ed McCatty 
Closes the Book on Choate

After More Than Four Decades, 
Spanish Teacher Mr. Charlie Long Says Adios

Mrs. Beth Peters Retires 
with Legacy in the Language Department

Since his arrival at Choate, in 1970, Faculty Mar-
shall Mr. Phil Ventre has rebuilt the 

School’s music program from the 
ground up, developing it into 
one of the best in the nation.

Today, Choate is the 
only secondary school in 
the U.S. that offers 

seven music histo-
ry courses and 

31 private 
m u s i c 

t e a c h -
ers who teach 

lessons on in-

struments ranging from bagpipes to the banjo to 
the Caribbean steelpan. During his time at Choate, 
Mr. Ventre taught theory, harmony, counterpoint, 
and six of the music history classes. He has also di-
rected the Wind Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, String 
Orchestra, and Symphony Orchestra. 

Some of Mr. Ventre’s greatest accomplishments 
are the Symphony Orchestra’s many performances in 
prestigious locations across the globe. Over the years, 

it has performed in China, South Korea, a dozen lo-
cations across Europe, New York’s Carnegie Hall, 
Washington’s Lincoln Center, and Yale Univer-
sity. The group was recently selected as one of 

four youth orchestras in the nation to perform at 
the John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts in 

Washington, as part of the Capital Orchestra Festival.
 Mr. Ventre was dedicated to his students and 

shared his love for music with each of them. Supriya 
Chang ’21 said, “He exposed me to a whole world of 
art that I wouldn’t have explored without his guidance. 
Although tough on us, there is no one more dedicated 
than Mr. Ventre is to our success and happiness. The 
Choate music community owes everything to him.”

Jayden Khuu ’21 added, “When he’s 
in the room, time stops — all you 

want to do is create art with him. You feel an 
obligation to play well to respect the music and 
its composer. He was more than my teacher and 
conductor. He was my friend.” 

Mr. Ventre said he stayed at Choate for half a 
century “because everyone is so sincere...the stu-
dents work very conscientiously: they love music. 
I love introducing them to the great composers 
in my history classes; I love having them play the 
greatest musical masterworks by all the greatest 
composers. I’ve loved every minute.” 

In his retirement, Mr. Ventre plans to continue 
working with the Wallingford Symphony Orches-

tra, which he founded in 1974; conducting in China, 
which he has been doing since 1998; guest conduct-
ing in the U.S.; spending more time with his daugh-
ters and grandchildren; and traveling with his wife.

Mr. Ventre offered one final message to his stu-
dents: “You have all shown such sincerity of pur-
pose, such kindness and care, and you are so dedi-
cated, and you all work so conscientiously. As you 
know, because many of your colleagues have told 
you, the Choate Orchestra is your family.”

When English teacher Mr. Ed McCatty came to 
Choate in 1992, he had not expected to 
end up spend- ing the next 
28 years of his life at the 
S c h o o l . H o w e v e r , 
when he a t t e n d e d 
his very first School 
Meeting, he was deep-
ly moved by what he 
refers to as the “atti-
t u d e ” of the school. 

“The School’s 

attitude about some things were just so different, so 
progressive, so wonderful, that I just said, ‘Yes, this is 
it,’” recalled Mr. McCatty. The environment Choate 
fostered led Mr. McCatty to take a job at the School, 
a decision which, looking back, has left him deeply 
satisfied.  “I have loved being at this place,” he said.

 As a member of the Choate faculty, Mr. Mc-
Catty taught English at the 200, 300, and 400 
levels, teaching American Literature every year.  
Kevin Tang ’21 said, “Having been both his advi-
see and student, Mr .McCatty is not only one of the 
best teachers I have ever had, but also one of the 
best people I have ever had the fortune to meet. 
His teaching really pushed his students to think for 
themselves and I’m grateful for that. I will miss his 
encouraging teaching, charming presence in the 
classroom, and staple humorous personality.”

In addition to being an integral and beloved 
member of the Choate English Department, Mr. 
McCatty was also a crew coach and a faculty advis-
er to the Judicial Committee in his early years at 
Choate. He has also helped organize many of Cho-
ate’s annual Pratt-Packard Speech Contests.

Adrienne Chacón ’22 remembers that Mr. Mc-
Catty “always kept a sense of decorum when con-

ducting the speech contest. He took it as a great 
tradition that he was tasked with upholding. He 
values English and the power of speech and words 
that all people possess.”

This unique sense of duty has pushed Mr. Mc-
Catty to work and improve every program of which 
he was a part. His determination and inextinguish-
able school spirit have left an immeasurable impact 
on the Choate community that will undoubtedly be 
remembered and felt for years to come.

 After nearly 30 years at Choate, Mr. McCatty 
has made the decision to retire. After departing, 
Mr. McCatty plans on moving back to his home 
in New Hampshire where he looks forward to 
gardening, honing his passion for photography, 
reading, cooking with friends, and involving him-
self in volunteering. 

His parting advice reflects his undying love for 
Choate and its transformative abilities: “Appre-
ciate this place. Work to find the good if it's not 
readily obvious to you, because it is there. This is a 
phenomenal place to grow, to develop various in-
terests, to try different things. Make sure you have 
friends that will be your lifelong friends, and take 
part in things. Don’t sit in your room.” 

Mr. McCatty embodies this adventurous atti-
tude. Even now, Mr. McCatty still keeps in contact 
with former students, sometimes even traveling 
abroad to visit Choate families.

Beyond appreciating life at Choate, Mr. McCatty 
also hopes that Choate students will be able to use 
what they’re taught at Choate for something greater. 
“What I’d like to instill in all Choate students is that 
you are more fortunate than the rest of the world. 
Use that to the benefit of the rest of the world.”

Mr. Charlie Long, 
who will retire this 
year after 44 years 
at the School, has 
loved languages 
nearly his entire 
life. Before en-

tering Oberlin 
College, from 
which he 
g r a d u a t e d 

with a 

triple major in Spanish, German, and the Teaching 
of English as a Foreign Language, Mr. Long took a 
gap year to teach English in Spain. Upon arriving at 
Choate, in 1976, Mr. Long was one of the teachers who 
taught the first Computer Applications Course. 

 Mr. Long also took up teaching Spanish, leaving a 
lasting impression on many of his students, who know 
him as “Don Carlos.” Jordan Azzinaro ’22, who was 
in Mr. Long’s Spanish 125 class during her freshman 
year, said, “He cultivated an energetic and fun atmo-
sphere in the classroom, and some of the students I 
shared Spanish 125 with are still my best friends to-
day. Even at times when I found it hard to adjust to 
life at Choate, I could always count on that class to 
make me feel comfortable and happy at school while 
learning Spanish along the way. Don Carlos never fails 
to make his students smile and laugh, and I am very 
grateful to have had him as a teacher.” 

Students also commented on Mr. Long’s will-
ingness to help his students when they needed 
assistance. “Coming from a public school, I never 
really had a legitimate Spanish class where I tru-
ly learned to speak the language. He had high ex-
pectations of his students but would do anything 
to help them meet those expectations. He was very 

devoted to teaching his students and helping them 
learn all they could,” said Kayce Madancy ’22. 

While his students enjoyed his classes, Mr. 
Long, himself, had fun teaching them. He says 
he will miss the classroom and students more 
than any other aspect of working at Choate. As a 
Spanish teacher, Mr. Long was also interested in 
expanding the language department by further de-
veloping special programs. He held positions that 
include the Director of Language Learning Center, 
the Director of International Programs, and the 
Founding Director of Term Abroad in Spain.

Mr. Long has also taken on a large role in Choate 
Athletics during his time here at Choate. He led the Ski 
Club and coached the Ski Team, Boys’ JV Lacrosse, 
and Girls’ JV Hockey.

After his retirement from Choate, Mr. Long hopes 
to spend time with his family, ski, and bicycle. 

Certainly, his contributions to the Choate commu-
nity as a beloved Spanish teacher and athletics coach 
will be remembered for years to come.

Mrs. Beth Peters was introduced to Choate by Mr. 
Charlie Long, a Spanish teacher at 

Choate, whom 
she met while 
working on 
her master’s 
degree one 
summer at 
Middlebury 
College, in 
Vermont. 
A year lat-
er, while 

she was liv-
ing in Spain, 

Mr. Long asked 
her to sub-

stitute for 
a n o t h e r 
S p a n i s h 
t e a c h e r 
taking a 

one-year leave of absence. Rather than temporarily 
filling in a job for a year, Mrs. Peters eventually ended 
up staying at Choate for 32 years. Mr. Long described 
her as “a talented speaker of Spanish with a tremen-
dous insight into the language and culture of Spain.”

During her time at Choate, Mrs. Peters was the 
head of the Spanish Section for three years. In this po-
sition, she reviewed new texts for lower-level classes 
and organized a day trip to visit the Goya exhibition in 
Boston. In addition, she created the SP450 sequence 
— a fourth-year honors literature course — for stu-
dents to learn more about Spanish literature before 
proceeding to the AP-level Spanish course previously 
offered at Choate. She also created the SP 511/512/513 
cinema course, which exposed students to a variety of 
Spanish films from the 1950s and 1960s. 

When asked what she liked most about teaching 
at Choate, Mrs. Peters said, “I love seeing students’ 
faces when they realize that they can communicate in 
another language. I also love seeing students inspired 
or moved by literature and cinema in Spanish.” 

Her dedication to her teaching and love for her 
students was obvious; after breaking her arm this 
fall, she held class in her living room at home. Al-
lyson Alavez ’22 said, “Every class, without fail, she 
would have a snack waiting for the class on her cof-

fee table. Once we went back to our regular class-
room, she still continued to do this.” 

Esi Dunyoh ’20, who took Mrs. Peters’s Latin 
American Literature course, added, “Mrs. Peters 
showed me how to read more efficiently in Span-
ish but to also be all right with taking risks. She 
encouraged me to speak even when I wasn’t sure 
of the terminology or sentence structure. I really 
appreciated my time with her.”

In addition to helping to make great advance-
ments in the language department, Mrs. Peters was 
also heavily involved with the Choate community. 
She served as a house adviser in the Health Center for 
three years when it served as a dormitory, Lewis House 
for nine years, and Nichols for three years. She also 
coached archery, even though she’d practice archery 
only during her time at summer camp. She made up 
for her inexperience by taking various workshops and 
adult lessons before the archery season began each 
year. Mrs. Peters also volunteered as a judge for the 
Choate Debate Team, tutored inmates at the Cheshire 
Correctional Institution along with other Choate stu-
dents, and drove Choate students to Master’s Manna 
and the Wallingford Boys and Girls Club.

After leaving Choate, Mrs. Peters — who is a cer-
tified Spanish/English federal court interpreter — 

hopes to continue her previous career in translation 
and interpretation, working closely with organizations 
that promote better lives for people with disabilities. 

Reflecting on her time at Choate, Mrs. Peters 
said, “It has been a joyful experience. I’ve enjoyed 
having the freedom to teach what I think is import-
ant and the liberty to create new courses with the 
support of the School.”
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Stephanie Chen and Sabrina Wang may be reached 
at schen23@choate.edu and swang23@choate.edu

Renee Jiang and Alexis Lien may be reached at 
rjiang22@choate.edu and alien23@choate.edu

Linda Phan and Heidi Li may be reached at 
lphan22@choate.edu and hli23@choate.edu

Angel Guo and Jessica Wu may be reached at 
aguo22@choate.edu and jwu22@choate.edu
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