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By Grace Zhang ’20
Staff Reporter

Twenty-four-hour Wi-fi at 
Choate may not be just a dream 

for much longer. The Student 

Council sent a proposal to Mr. 

James Stanley, the Dean of Stu-

dents, last Thursday on extending 

the internet hours for students, 

specifically during junior spring 
and senior fall and winter terms. 

The Student Council hopes that 

decisions will be made by Mr. 

Stanley and the rest of the deans 

so that changes can be put into 

place by the next school year.

One of the major goals of 

this proposed change is equity 

throughout the student body: 

a point of academic fairness. 

“A lot of kids already have the 

advantage of working past 12 

AM because they can just go 

on their phone and set up a 

hotspot,” explained Reade Ben 

’18, rising sixth-form represen-

tative to the Student Council, 

and the writer of the propos-

al. “But a lot of students don’t 

have access to that. Creating 

equity for internet access levels 

the playing field for people that 

can’t get data on their phone.”

The biggest reason for extend-

ed internet hours, in the opinion 

of Reade Ben and the Student 

Council, is academics. “Academ-

ics was our major point. Kids just 

felt that the time that the internet 

goes off, especially for 5th formers 

is just too restrictive for them to 

finish their work on time,” ex-

plained Ben ‘18. “It adds conve-

nience to a situation that’s already 

happening. It doesn’t make any-

thing worse,” added Mpilo Norris 

’18, student body president, who 

was also involved in the conver-

sation with Mr. Stanley about the 

change.

Individuality and freedom for 

the students, as well as emphasis 

on the responsibility and maturi-

ty of the fifth and sixth formers, 
was another driving force behind 

the proposal. “I think it’s import-

ant because it merely reflects the 
goals that are already present. We 

recognize that our students are 

busy. Extending the internet just 

gives the convenience which is 

oftentimes necessary to complete 

their work,” said Norris ‘18. “It 

also reflects the fact that kids can 
be trusted with such privileges 

See WI-FI, Page 3

POWERING DOWN WI-FI SHUTOFF

REPORT DETAILS HISTORY 
OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

By Mehreen Pasha ’18
Staff Reporter

See REPORTS, Page 3

By Vincenzo DiNatale ’19
Copy Editor

In his 35th year at Choate, 

Mr. Lawrence Stowe, a phys-

ics teacher and archery coach, 

is retiring. He has contributed 

immensely to the Choate com-

munity and influenced the lives 
of those around him, Mr. Stowe 

will be missed by everybody he 

has crossed paths with here.

Mr. Stowe received his 

bachelor’s degree in physics 

and philosophy at Yale Univer-

sity. He went to graduate school 

at the University of Chicago 

and received a PhD in biology, 

specializing in plant ecology. 

Afterwards, Mr. Stowe taught 

in the botany department at the 

University of Massachusetts. 

Although he enjoyed his experi-

ence there, the research aspect 

of his job never appealed to him 

as much as teaching did.

Mr. Stowe’s first full-time 
teaching position was in Ecua-

dor. After marrying his wife, 

he taught biology, physics, 

and several math courses at an 

American high school for a year.

In 1982, Mr. Stowe joined 

the Choate community. Shortly 

after, he and his wife had two 

sons: Andrew Stowe ’01, and 

Ed Stowe ’03. He said, “Choate 

proved itself to be a great place 

to raise a family.”

Mr. Stowe has demonstrat-

ed a love for the topics he teach-

es. Sarah Koljaka ’19, a current 

member of Mr. Stowe’s AP 

Physics class, said, “Mr. Stowe's 

clear explanations, patience in 

explaining difficult concepts, 
and challenging yet fun course-

work in freshman physics gave 

me the passion, confidence, 
and knowledge I needed to pur-

sue more advanced studies in 

physics.” She continued, “His 

humor, personality, and com-

mitment to his students have 

made him one of my favorite 

teachers.”

During his time at Choate, 

Mr. Stowe has held many roles 

on campus and also began 

one of Choate’s most famous 

long-lasting traditions: the an-

nual Physics Flotilla. In his ear-

ly years, Mr. Stowe did teach 

some chemistry sections along 

with physics, but because of his 

strong passion for the latter, he 

gradually transitioned into be-

coming solely a physics teach-

er. Mr. Stowe added, “I love the 

logic and the problem-oriented 

nature of the course over the 

more factual things in chemis-

try and biology. In physics, you 

don’t have to know many facts. 

It’s mainly the logic and under-

standing how to apply a fairly 

small number of equations to 

lots of situations.”

Mr. Stowe has coached in-

tramural tennis and swimming 

and still coaches interscholastic 

archery. Additionally, for five 
years, Mr. Stowe was the Science 

Department Head. He said, “In-

teracting with terrific students, 
trying to challenge them, getting 

them to enjoy physics and ap-

preciate it as a science has been 

really satisfying.”

After retiring, Mr. Stowe 

will stay in Wallingford with 

his wife. He will continue to do 

workshops in physics with Col-

lege Board. In addition, he may 

teach at a community college. 

Aside from science, he would 

like to do more gardening and 

hiking, and potentially volun-

teer at the local senior center, 

hospital, and parks. He will 

also continue singing in his 

church’s choir.

Above all, many will long 

remember Mr. Stowe  for his 

contributions to the Choate 

community in physics, athlet-

ics, and many other areas. His 

passion, dedication, and en-

thusiasm for physics have cre-

ated an extraordinarily pleas-

ant and enjoyable learning 

environment in his classrooms. 

Although Mr. Stowe will retire 

from his teaching position, his 

impact on the community will 

have its lasting mark.

Students crowd around Mr. Stowe as he demonstrates a concept.
Photo courtesy of The Archives

After 35 Years of Dedication, Mr. Stowe RetiresReview of Choate's Mental 
Health Support Systems

One only has to glance at the 

blue and yellow Student Resourc-

es poster to see the variety of stu-

dent-driven support groups that 

comprise a safety net for students 

at Choate. In the past year, stu-

dents have created new clubs and 

committees to offer peers sup-

port, with a wide range of results. 

Existing organizations have also 

considered ways in which they 

could improve their outreach to 

the community.

Even with these peer sup-

port groups, it may be hard for 

students to initiate conversa-

tion. As Ms. Bender said, “It’s 

interesting. I would say that 

five or six years ago, we had a 

stronger sense of community, 

where if you were concerned 

about a friend, really help-

ing them was finding help for 

them. And I don’t know why 

we’ve moved away from that. 

Perhaps students don’t trust 

the Health Center to keep in-

formation confidential or to 

prevent people from going 

on medical leave, which is all 

untrue. But it’s something out 

there, and Health Services 

needs to do more work to help 

students understand that this 

is not the case.”

Rebecca Lilenbaum ’17 said, 

“At the end of the day, it’s about 

whether students can recognize 

that they’re in a vulnerable state 

and can request help from us 

and other people.”

Health Center Associate Di-

rector Ms. Judith Bender said, 

“This is a year that really has in-

troduced us to talking about a lot 

of things we haven’t talked about 

in the past. There have been a 

lot of hard conversations, such 

as the ones after the plays, after 

the elections, and some of the 

other things that have occurred 

on campus, that have forced us 

to look more seriously at student 

concerns and given us the oppor-

tunity to address them.”

Director of Health Services 

Dr. Diamond said, “What I love 

about this school is that these 

groups aren’t necessarily about 

treatment, but about talking, 

and through talking, you can 

find ways out of the pit you 
may be in. You find the friend, 
you find the counselor, you find 
your adviser, you find your pre-

fect, you find your parents.”
Below are the stories of sev-

eral support groups, new and old. 

Some of them have found suc-

cess, while others have stumbled 

or failed, illustrating the diverse 

fates of peer support groups on 

See MENTAL HEALTH, Page  3

By Truelian Lee ’17
News Editor '16-'17

His humor, personality, 
and commitment to his 
students have made 
him one of my favorite 
teachers.

Sarah Koljaka '19

Vincenzo DiNatale may 
be reached at vdinatale19@

choate.edu

Last month, the School re-

leased an independent investi-

gator’s report, prepared at the 

request of Choate’s Board of 

Trustees, that detailed incidents 

of sexual misconduct that al-

legedly occurred between 1963 

and 2010. The report provides ac-

counts from 24 former students 

who describe abuse by 12 former 

faculty members: John Joseph, 

William Maillet, Kenneth Mills, 

Frederic Lyman, Watson Lowery, 

Adam Hardej, Jean-Marc Dau-

trey, Angus Mairs, Bjorn Run-

quist, William Cobbett, Jaime Ri-

vera-Murillo, and Charles Timlin. 

According to the report, Cho-

ate released a letter on October 11, 

2016, that notified its community 
about an independent investiga-

tion into any allegation of sexual 

misconduct in the history of the 

School. The inquiry would be led 

by Nancy Kestenbaum, of the law 

firm Covington & Burling. Ms. 
Kestenbaum delivered her report 

on April 13, and faculty, parents, 

and alumni were soon notified 
of its existence. Students were 

formally notified on the morning 
of April 14, and that afternoon 

Headmaster Dr. Alex Curtis held 

an all-school meeting to discuss 

the report. 

Most recently, Ms. Amy Rab-

inowitz Huffman ‘94 began an 

online petition that asked for the 

resignation of previous Head-

masters Charles Dey and Edward 

Shanahan from the Board of 

Trustees, where they were serv-

ing as lifetime members. (Mr. 

Dey and Mr. Shanahan were 

headmasters of Choate from 

1973 to 1991 and 1991 to 2011, 

respectively.) In late April, Ms. 

Rabinowitz Huffman delivered 

her petition to Choate’s Board 

of Trustees, and, soon after, Mr. 

Dey and Mr. Shanahan stepped 

down. 

Current Choate students have 

expressed sentiments of shock 

and disappointment. Stephanie 

Grossman ’17 said, “I had always 

felt very safe at Choate and love 

the close relationship that you 

are able to foster with teachers 

here. The hardest part was that 

one of the teachers in the article 

was my good friend's teacher. It's 

hard to believe that someone who 

did something like that was also 

an English teacher whom people 

adored.”

Nathan Chang ’17 was sur-

prised by how the School “dealt 

with [allegations of sexual mis-

conduct] covertly for such an ex-

tended period of time.” 

While many students were 

shocked by the report, they also 

acknowledged the current ad-

ministration’s efforts to be hon-

est and transparent. Sam Kaplan 

’19 said, “I am proud that Choate 

took this step and became more 

transparent. This was a coura-

geous action that I hope other 

schools notice and follow.”

Many students first found out 
about the report through Face-

book posts, forwarded emails 

from parents and alumni, dis-

cussions with fellow students in 

dorms, and articles from outside 

news sources. Se Ri Lee ’19 said, 

“Many of us were disappointed to 

hear about it through the media, 

and not through the School.”

While the initial shock may 

have worn off in the weeks since 

the report’s release, the School is 

continuing its efforts to address 
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MR. FOSTER BIDS FAREWELL

In just a couple weeks, a 
number of admirable facul-
ty members will be departing 
from the Choate community. 
Among them is Mr. Tom Fos-
ter, an HPRSS teacher who 
has worked on campus for 
40 years. Before coming to 
Choate, Mr. Foster  taught at 
the Moses Brown School in 
Providence, Rhode Island. Af-
ter leaving the Moses Brown 
School, Mr. Foster came to 

teach at Choate. Over the 
course of his time here, Mr. 
Foster has served Choate in a 
number of departments.

 In addition to teaching 
history and multiple HPRSS 
electives, Mr. Foster has held 
an impressive number of po-
sitions in the community. He 
initially taught math, but has 
since become more involved in 
the HPRSS department at Cho-
ate, teaching classes in which 
he enjoys connecting with stu-
dents over group discussions 
and individual writing. He 

also served as an adviser to 
sophomore and junior girls in 
McCook House. Between 1990 
and 1993, he was a form dean. 

As a coach, Mr. Foster has 
worked with student athletes 
in boys’ and girls’ squash, as 
well as girls’ soccer, lacrosse, 
and tennis. Additionally, Mr. 
Foster has worked in the Cho-
ate administration. He was an 
adviser to the Student Coun-
cil and the Director of the 
Spears Endowment for Moral 
and Spiritual Education. In 
the arts, Mr. Foster has taken 
great pleasure in playing the 
trombone with Choate’s Jazz 
Ensemble, the Symphony Or-
chestra, and in the pit for the 
spring musicals. 

There is little doubt that 
Choate has benefitted from 
Mr. Foster’s versatility. He 
feels that his positive inter-
actions with Choate students 
have allowed him to appreciate 
his time here. “Working with 
young people keeps us forever 
young,” he said. 

Ananya Karanam ’18 a 
member of Mr. Foster’s envi-
ronmental policy class said, 
“He’s such an engaging teach-
er who communicates well 

with students and really cares 
about our opinions.” 

Baji Tumendemberel ’18 
another member of the envi-
ronmental policy class said, 
"Under Mr. Foster's knowl-
edgeable instruction, my spring 
term at the KEC has been filled 
with insights and discoveries. 
Every single group at the cen-
ter has been sad to leave his 
class at the end of the year, but 
we'll be especially sentimental 
as this is his last year. Regard-
less, I'll cherish his teaching 
and his advice, always." 

For the time being, Mr. 
Foster will continue to live on 
campus with his wife, chair  of 
the HPRSS Department, Ms. 
Amy Foster. He plans to take 
a “year off” and, beyond that, 
has no clear blueprint for his 
retirement.

Mr. Foster, now an HPRSS teacher, began his teaching career in math.
Photo courtesy of The Archives 

Christine Mason may be reached 
at cmason19@choate.edu

After 41 years at Choate, li-
brarian Mr. Craig Warren will 
retire at the end of this year. Mr. 
Warren’s first librarian job was 
in the Connecticut State Pris-
on in Somers where he worked 
for three and half years in the 
1970s. In February of 1976, he 
became Choate’s Librarian.

“He’s a positive presence in 
the library, and every time I work 
there, he always stops to say hi,” 
said Nandini Erodula '18. “He al-
ways has a sweet smile on his face 
and asks how my day went.”

Throughout Mr. Warren’s 
time at Choate, he has not only 
been a reference and acquisition 
librarian, but also a part of Cho-
ate’s intramural sports program, 
most notably senior soccer. 

Karen Shure, a member of 
the senior soccer team, said, 
“Mr. Warren has been one of 
the kindest people I've met 
during my time at Choate. He 
always had a positive attitude 
during senior soccer even 
though some of us are really 
bad at the sport. He also was a 
star player when he joined one 
of the teams! Even after senior 
soccer ended, he always en-

thusiastically says hello to me 
when I see him.”

Mr. Warren seems to have 
an uncanny ability to remem-
ber students’ names and grad-
uation years. Many alumni joke 
that he might actually remem-
ber every Choate graduate from 
every class he’s worked with. 
The connection clearly gives 
him joy. To that end, Mr. War-
ren hopes his retirement will 
include campus reunions and 
other alumni gatherings. 

Baji Tumendemberel ’18 said, 
“As my advisor sophomore year, 
Mr. Warren served as my men-
tor and my friend. I couldn't 

have wished for a kinder or 
more attentive and involved 
trusted adult on campus or, 
more specifically, in the com-
fortable nooks of the library.

Mr. Warren plans to de-
vote his retirement  to simple 
pleasures like reading and 
hiking. He also hopes  to visit 
scenic spots in Northeast and 
Mid-Atlantic states, including 
the Cloisters, in New York City; 
Montauk Point, at the eastern 
end of Long Island; and Cape 
May, in southern New Jersey. 

Isabelle So may be reached 
at iso20@choate.eduMr. Warren has been a friendly face in the library since 1976.
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Mr. Warren to Leave Role in the Mellon Library

As the year draws to a close, language teacher Mr. Paul Jackson plans 
on moving to the South to continue teaching and undertake a director 
role, as well as be closer to his father's family. During his two years at 
Choate, Mr. Jackson has taught both Chinese and Italian. Additionally, 
he has coached the badminton and volleyball teams and been an advis-
er to the Animation Club. Alex South ’20 said of Mr. Jackson, “He is a 
fun, knowledgeable person, and interacting with him is a highlight of my 
day.” When asked about how his experience at Choate has affected him, 
Mr. Jackson replied, “Being at Choate has increasingly shown me the 
need for open-hearted friendship and understanding and to cultivate a 
joy of learning for learning's sake.” 

Mr. Mustafa Abdul-Rahim was introduced to Choate while a track 
coach at Exeter. After visiting campus at a meet, he applied to work 
here. During his single year at Choate, Mr. Abdul-Rahim has coached 
basketball and track and field. He teaches Fundamentals of Precalculus 
and advises freshman boys in Memorial House. Mr. Abdul-Rahim said, 
“All aspects of my duty here have been rewarding – teaching, coaching, 
and advising.” He also explained the meaningful connections he has es-
tablished with faculty and staff; he looks forward to maintaining them 
after his departure. After leaving Choate, Mr. Abdul-Rahim will work in 
education at MIT in Boston to be closer to his family.

Ms. Leigh Dingwall was a Choate graduate of the class of ’84. After 
teaching history at NMH, she returned to her alma mater as a teach-
er. Ms. Dingwall has taught AP US History and European History and 
was responsible for developing Choate’s Women’s Studies program. She 
has also coached various extracurriculars, including Thirds Tennis and 
fitness. In addition, Ms. Dingwall has served as an advisor in Library, 
Squire, Bungalow, Pierce, and Archbold. She said, “I’ve never seen the 
caliber of kids that we have here, and not just in terms of intelligence. 
Choate students are unique. Every day students would say thank you at 
the end of class. That strikes me as the most amazing thing!” After 19 
years of dedication to the school, Ms. Dingwall is returning to her home 
state of North Carolina. 

Mr. Jake Dellorco has been teaching and coaching at Choate for 
three years. After graduating from Tufts University in '09, he taught 
math at Blair Academy in New Jersey. He was introduced to Choate 
via a placement agency called Carney Sandoe. Mr. Dellorco has been 
an adviser in Woodhouse, taught AP Calculus and Data Science, and 
coached both Varsity Football and Baseball. Varsity football player Mi-
chael Monios ’19 said, “Mr. Dellorco is easily one of my favorite coaches 
here. He encourages us to push ourselves to the limit.” Mr. Dellorco said 
he has been “impressed by the professionalism of all the teachers” and 
has enjoyed fostering strong relationships with the students, prefects, 
and football coaching staff. Mr. Dellorco has accepted a job as a Dean of 
Students at The Canterbury School in New Milford, Connecticut.

Ms. Adriane Krul joined the Choate faculty after graduating Bow-
doin College. Through her college years, she pursued gender studies, 
women’s studies, and math. Choate’s core values of scholarship, equity, 
and holistic learning motivated her to come work on campus. Present-
ly, she is not only a math teacher but also an adviser in Nichols and a 
coach of field hockey and softball. She said, “The best experience has 
been working with such passionate, talented, and driven students and 
colleagues.”After leaving Choate, Ms. Krul will be attending graduate 
school in the fall at Smith College to study exercise science. She will also 
be an assistant coach for Smith’s softball team and hopes to one day 
coach at the collegiate level. 

Ms. Judi Williams started her education career 11 years ago as a U.S. 
History teacher at the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts. She also served 
as a History Department Chair at a New York boarding school before 
coming to Choate. While here, she has taught U.S. History, A.P. Govern-
ment, and Global Issues. She advised in West Wing, started RISE – an 
affinity group for students who identify as women of color – with two 
other teachers, oversaw Carib club and Mock Trial, and been an Adviser 
to Students of Color and member of the Diversity Education Committee. 
She has also coached JV Girls’ Lacrosse. Ms. Williams said, “I’m com-
mitted to diversity and inclusion work. I have focused on that during my 
time here.” For next year, Ms. Williams will be accepting the position of 
Director of Equity, Inclusion, and Community Relations at Shadyside 
Academy in Pittsburgh.

Ms. Sofia Pontes is an English teacher, currently teaching Contem-
porary World Fiction, Comparative Literature, and two sections of the 
sophomore year-long course EN200. She is an adjunct adviser in Bern-
hard, though she lives in a faculty house. Before coming to Choate, she 
taught at Phillips Academy as a Teaching Fellow for one year. Next year 
she will be moving to New York City and will be working on the SAT 
College Board, looking at the reading section. She will miss the Choate 
life, and will miss teaching during her hiatus at the College Board in New 
York City. Pontes said, “One of the things I love about teaching here is 
that the students have strong passions and actually act on them.” 

Mr. James Steps Down from 43-Year Tenure as Faculty  

Mr. Doug James is retiring 
this academic year after for-
ty-three years of commitment 
to the Choate Community. Mr. 
James was born and raised in 
Syracuse, New York. He attended 
a public school in Syracuse, and 
from there he went to Princeton 
University, where he majored 
in Political Science. During his 
years as a Princeton Student, 
Mr. James played for the football 
team. Mr. James recalled that 
they stopped to practice at Cho-
ate on one of their away game at 
Dartmouth University. He said, 
“My first impression of Choate 
was ‘wow.’ It was beautiful.”

 After graduating from Princ-
eton University in 1967, he con-
tinued his studies at University of 
Pennsylvania Law School. How-
ever, about a year at University 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. James took 
a leave of absence and started to 
teach. “I went to a law school be-
cause I thought I wanted to be a 
lawyer. But when I got the oppor-
tunity to be a teacher, it seemed 
like the most exciting and inter-
esting things were books and 
literature.” He later received his 

graduate degree at Middlebury 
Bread Loaf School of English, 
and has completed several poetry 
courses at Wesleyan and Yale. 

Mr. James has been an im-
portant member of the English 
department since 1974. Mr. Da-
vid Loeb said, “Mr. James is the 
sort of combination of parent, 
teacher, and coach that I my-
self aspire to be.” Mr. James has 
taught a huge variety English 
Electives throughout his Choate 
career from What Makes Woody 
Allen and Steve Martin Fun? to 
Famous 20th century novels. Mr. 
James reflected, “I have taught 
these courses happily and lucki-
ly every year for a long time. The 
small classes at Choate allow stu-
dents to interact with one anoth-
er and reflect upon themselves, 
and I enjoy seeing the growth of 
each student throughout their 
years at Choate.”

Not only has Mr. James con-
tributed tremendously to the 
English Department, but also 
the Athletic Department. He 
was the Head Coach of Choate 
Football for a total of 12 years 
from 1973 to 1980 and again 
from 2003 to 2007.  After mul-
tiple years of coaching football, 
he started coaching varsity 

baseball, and is now titled Head 
Baseball Coach.

 Prior to becoming a foot-
ball coach and English teacher 
at Choate, Mr. James worked at 
Princeton University for three 
years as a full-time football and 
baseball coach. From there, he 
taught English and continued 
to coach at The Lawrenceville 
school for two years.

 Four of Mr. James’ children, 
Carrie Lightner ’91, Caty Everett 
’94, WIll James ’97, Jack Bohen 
’15, have graduated from Cho-
ate, and two, Lily James ’17 and 

Grady Bohen ’19 are currently at-
tending Choate. Mr. James said, 
“What is so special about Cho-
ate is the incredible community, 
but also the luxury of having so 
many spectacular teachers work-
ing with my own six children in 
classrooms, on stage, and in the 
fields.” He concluded, “I will nev-
er leave Choate. I will always feel 
like I am part of the school no 
matter where I am because of the 
wonderful community.” 

Mr. James leads an English class discussion.
Photo courtesy of The Archives

By Pinn Chirathivat ’19
Staff Reporter

Pinn Chirathivat may be reached 
at pchirathivat19@choate.edu

Mr. Paul Jackson

By Christine Mason ’19
Copy Editor

By Isabelle So ’20
Staff Reporter

Mr. Mustafa Abdul-Rahim

Ms. Leigh Dingwall

Mr. Jake Dellorco

Ms. Adriane Krul

Ms. Judi Williams

Ms. Sof ia Pontes

– Owen Collins '19

– Samantha Stevenson '19

– Samantha Stevenson '19

– Samantha Stevenson '19

– Isabelle So '20

– Anjali Mangla '20

– Anjali Mangla '20

Working with young 
people keeps us 
forever young.

Mr. Tom Foster
HPRSS Teacher
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Choate's Community Support Systems Explained
campus. These groups are orga-

nized roughly in the order of 

their conception.

Student Health 
Advisory Council

Created last fall to address 

student concerns regarding the 

health center, the Student Health 

Advisory Council (SHAC) has 

stalled because of communica-

tion issues. Various students, in-

cluding Audrey Sze ’17 and Elena 

Turner ’17, had spearheaded the 

formation of the group. Dr. Dia-

mond, the faculty adviser, hopes 

to restart the committee next fall.

He said, “I don’t want to let 

students who have expressed in-

terest and commitment down, 

and I feel really terrible about it. 

I’ve done a poor job of communi-

cating, partly since I’m not good 

with some of the electronics, but 

also partly due to other things 

that have come up in the Health 

Center. I just don’t want to lose 

the students’ trust in the endeav-

or; if you start something, the 

lack of continuing it risks a lot.”

Sze said, “The last time we 

met was a while ago, but we were 

laying out initiatives such as in-

creasing access to contraceptives 

and making it less taboo. There 

were also things such as working 

on a mental health survey to see 

where students are struggling 

and need help.”

She also noted the distrust 

students had of the Health Cen-

ter. “I think that groups like 

SHAC or Peer Educators, which 

are essentially a branch of the 

Health Center, have a certain 

connotation, since they are asso-

ciated with the administration, 

and there’s some distrust there 

between the students and the ad-

ministration,” she said.

Despite this, Turner is opti-

mistic about SHAC. She said, “I 

think the idea of SHAC is great, 

because in the past, people didn’t 

know they could solve the issue of 

culture, and we can now address 

some of these issues in SHAC.”

Mental Health at Choate
Similarly, Mental Health at 

Choate (MHAC) was a club cre-

ated with the goal of changing 

the culture surrounding mental 

health at school. However, the 

club floundered as founders Ha-

dalee Goodman ’17, Claire Stover 

’17, and Turner tried to coordi-

nate meetings.

According to its Mission 

Statement, the club had intended 

to create “a nurturing environ-

ment for people to share per-

sonal experiences and opinions 

regarding mental health issues at 

Choate and beyond.” Their stated 

action plan was to hold weekly 

discussions on various facets of 

mental health and raise aware-

ness of the issues on campus.

However, as founding 

Co-President Turner noted, time 

became a major obstacle. “As a 

cabinet, we never got around to 

holding club meetings; we only 

met once during senior fall. So 

MHAC is not officially a club any-

more, since we didn’t have any 

members.”

Rather than holding meet-

ings, MHAC had pivoted to spon-

soring therapy dog events with 

Yale Hospital. Faculty adviser 

Dr. Diamond acknowledged the 

value of the therapy dog events, 

“Even though there is no formal 

MHAC anymore, the group as-

sisted greatly with getting the 

therapy dogs to Choate, and 

hopefully we’ll see that program 

expand.”

Committee on 
Respectful Relationships

Meanwhile, Committee 

on Respectful Relationships 

(CORR) co-founder Lily James 

’17 was delighted at the number 

of applications the committee 

received for next year: 33. Out 

of those applications, the com-

mittee accepted 20 and selected 

three rising seniors as leaders for 

next year to continue facilitating 

conversations about healthy re-

lationships for underclassmen 

on campus. James said, “That 

was an amazing moment when 

we realized we had so many ap-

plications, because we didn’t 

really know where it was going 

next year or if people would be 

interested as it’s a senior group, 

and we didn’t even know if the 

juniors would be interested, and 

it turns out that we got a lot of ap-

plications.”

Five students founded CORR 

last spring: Abigail Blair ’17, 

James, Caitlin Lawrence ’17, Re-

becca Lilenbaum ’17, and Nicole 

Sellew ’17. Members of the com-

mittee work in pairs to facilitate 

discussions and serve as mentors 

in underclassmen dorms and 

facilitate discussions on healthy 

relationships. Members have 

received training from Planned 

Parenthood. 

“Some kids weren’t very ex-

cited that we were visiting, since 

they feel that they’ve heard so 

much about hooking up and the 

hookup culture at Choate that 

they don’t want to hear more 

about it. But I think for the kids 

who were very excited about it 

and know that they’re in a vul-

nerable place and want to be 

better, I think it was very help-

ful,” Lilenbaum said.

James said, “The two dorms 

I worked in were Nichols and 

Quantrell, and I went to Quantrell 

once and had an amazing discus-

sion. It actually went longer than 

the allotted time. The guys there 

were very open and interested in 

the topic, and then I heard from 

the prefects that they had stayed 

in the common room after we 

had left and then continued the 

conversation for two more hours. 

Our conversation gave an open-

ing for them to start the conver-

sation. And it’s a group of guys 

that you wouldn’t really expect to 

do this, also.”

Lilenbaum added, “At the 

end of the day, it’s not as if we can 

have a huge tangible impact. its 

social change we’re looking for. 

We’re looking to change the way 

people see themselves and their 

peers and the things are nor-

malized and not normalized. So 

I think discussions are the best 

way to go about that change, and 

making sure we can be an inspi-

ration for other students.”

Peer Educators
One of the goals for Peer Ed-

ucators this year was to increase 

interactions with the community, 

and with the new daily schedule 

next year, the group hopes to 

reach more students more fre-

quently. Faculty advisers Ms. 

Kyra Jenney and Mr. Zach Kafog-

lis started working with Peer Ed-

ucators this year, and both look 

forward to continuing that work 

next year.

Ms. Jenney noted that only 

visiting dorms has a limited im-

pact. “Getting to day students 

has been hard,” she said. “This 

year, we tried to carve out some 

time during Conference Blocks to 

meet with new day students, and 

that worked alright, but it’s only 

30 minutes.”

Additionally, she questioned 

the effectiveness of dorm visits. 

“Dorms are also not the most 

diverse groups in terms of stu-

dents on campus, because we’re 

limited to either having only 

boys in dorm groups or girls in 

dorm groups, and we’re limited 

by age. We can see that for some 

topics, it’d actually be valuable 

to have multiple forms talking 

about things,” she said.

Both Ms. Jenney and Mr. 

Kafoglis mentioned time as a 

constraint on what Peer Educa-

tors could do.

Ms. Jenney said, “In terms 

of what topics we’ll cover next 

year, we'd like to bring the whole 

group together and figure that 
out as a team, but there has been 

a lot of interest expressed about 

doing something related to men-

tal health, depression and anx-

iety. There seems to be a real 

need for it on campus, and we 

may do that next year.”

Assessment Team
As The Choate News re-

ported last winter, Assessment 

Team has suffered a lack of pub-

lic awareness. Members have 

pinned the reason for this issue 

on a lack of interaction with the 

broader community. 

Assessment Team adviser 

Ms. Judith Bender believes that 

the potential overlap among 

support groups reveals an op-

portunity for effective collabora-

tion and outreach.

“There seems to be a con-

nectedness among new groups 

such as CORR and with Ms. 

Wiseman’s work, and this is 

something I think we should re-

ally look at next year. There are 

so many newly formed support 

groups for students, and I think 

that we periodically all need to 

be in the same room at the same 

time and share what we’re doing 

and what we’re looking for and 

the goals we’re hoping to achieve, 

where we overlap, and where we 

are looking to achieve together 

on similar kinds of things, as op-

posed to this group going to this 

dorm and this and that. I think 

it’s time for us to address what a 

community is all about.”

“The Peer Educators can go 

into a dorm to educate students 

on a particular topic, and the As-

sessment Team member can go 

with that person to say that they 

are a resource. So after the con-

versation, the Assessment Team 

member can present on the re-

sources in case someone is con-

cerned about a friend or someone 

else who is struggling.”

Mr. Kafoglis also noted po-

tential ideas to collaborate with 

Assessment Team. “I think 

there’s certainly a lot of oppor-

tunity for collaboration, and Ms. 

Jenney and I have talked a lot to 

the adviser of Assessment Team 

about how to collaborate for next 

year. I think things like open fo-

rums would be a great way to get 

more groups involved, not only 

just Peer Educators or Assess-

ment Team,” he said.

Conclusion
Though support groups of-

fer help at any time, it seems 

that many people are reluctant 

to utilize these resources from 

interviews conducted with 

students. Lily James ’17 said, 

“I think support groups get a 

lot of criticism because people 

don’t feel as if they do a lot, but 

I think honestly that they do a 

lot more than you think. Just 

by having these groups on cam-

pus, such as Peer Educators or 

Assessment Team, means that 

you know that if something 

happens that there’s a support-

ive community. So even if you 

haven’t ever gone to them or 

heard of anyone who has, you 

know that if the need arises, 

they are there.”

Continued from Page 1

Truelian Lee may be reached 
at tlee17@choate.edu

sexual misconduct. Last Saturday, 

May 13, during Alumni Weekend, 

Choate held a panel discussion 

about sexual misconduct against 

students. Dr. Curtis, Trustee Ms. 

Ceci Kurzman ’87, representatives 

from RAINN, the Women and 

Families Center, the Yale Child 

Study Center, as well as a survi-

vor advocate discussed three key 

initiatives: the Board of Trustee’s 

three-part plan to address these 

issues; RAINN’s Program Assess-

ment and its resulting recommen-

dation to improve the School’s 

policies and procedures; and the 

community’s efforts to support its 

alumni and educate its students 

and faculty.

Choate alumni expressed 

similar feelings toward the report 

as current Choate students. Mr, 

Al Potter ’67 said, “I was natu-

rally disappointed like all of us 

were, but, on the other hand, I’m 

not naive. This is a community 

of hundreds of people, and the 

course of the study was over sev-

eral decades. I think the reality as 

we look at other boarding schools, 

colleges, and other institutions 

around the country is that Choate 

is not alone.”

He went on, “I was very im-

pressed by the way that Choate got 

out in front of it and openly elicit-

ed students and others who were 

affected by this situation to come 

forward and let their circumstanc-

es be known.”  

In regards to the media’s cov-

erage of the report, including by 

the Boston Globe and the New 

York Times, Ms. Katherine Heflin 
’07, who has worked in domestic 

violence and sexual assault, said, 

“A lot of national news articles I’ve 

seen reporting on this seemed to 

have missed where the onus and 

criticism should rest. The mis-

takes of past Choate leadership is 

one thing, but the current Choate 

administration is behaving admi-

rably and may be owed a bit more 

credit…There’s a time and a place 

to chastise organizations and then 

there’s a time to acknowledge 

when they’re trying to do better 

and make strides in the right di-

rection.”

Current students and alumni 

alike hope that the School upholds 

its newly established transparen-

cy in regard to sexual misconduct 

cases. “Everything [the School is] 

doing sounds stellar,” Ms. Mary 

Guinivere ‘87 said, “but one of the 

things I would like to see is what 

they have in plan to [uphold trans-

parency] … You can write down 

whatever you want, but it doesn’t 

matter if it doesn’t match how 

people are behaving.” 

Many alumni understand the 

importance of continuing to have 

resources at their and students’ 

disposal to report allegations of 

sexual misconduct. Currently, 

one part of Associate Headmaster 

Kathleen Wallace’s job is “to re-

ceive reports of adult sexual mis-

conduct at Choate.”

When asked to describe the 

effect of the report, Ms. Wallace 

noted that the report achieved 

“greater transparency and an 

understanding by all of Choate’s 

commitment to the safety and 

well-being of the children in our 

care.”

On his response to the report, 

Mr. Michael J. Carr, the head of 

the Board of Trustees, said, “I 

think about the report that was 

just issued, and then I think about 

St. John Hall, and to me they rep-

resent the past and the future. 

There is a long list of extraordi-

narily positive teachers and events 

that define our past and there 
were some significant issues that 
we have to address.  I was struck 

by the fact that Ms. Kestenbaum’s 

report was published on the same 

day that St. John Hall was opened.  

I found that the juxtaposition of 

those two symbols was very com-

pelling.”

He elaborated, “I look at the 

Kohler Center, I look at the Lan-

phier Center, and I look at the 

new St. John Hall and my hope 

is that the whole school makes 

full use of those facilities... to 

help Choate’s students achieve 

their dreams while they are at this 

school.  These buildings will be 

remembered fondly because they 

can shape the academics of the 

School’s students and help them 

develop their passion and their di-

rection as they develop into young 

adults.” 

Campus Reacts to Report
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

Wi-fi Proposal Under Review

Mehreen Pasha may be reached 
at mpasha18@choate.edu

Grace Zhang may be reached 
at gzhang20@choate.edu

Ms. Maddy Jacobs has known that she wanted to work in the 

admissions world since college, where she worked as a Senior 

Admissions Fellow in the admissions office. Ms. Jacobs said, “I 

really loved my college experience. It influenced me very positive-

ly in many different ways, and as a result, I wanted to work in 

schools.” After graduating college, Ms. Jacobs got her admissions 

job at Choate and has been working here for two years. Ms. Jacobs 

has been the Girls’ Varsity Soccer coach, an adviser in Bernhard 

House, and helped run Gold Key. Through her time working at 

Choate as an admissions officer, Ms. Jacobs has realized “that 

you can have a connection with anyone no matter who they are or 

where they come, and that there is a way to connect with someone 

no matter what.”

Ms. Maddy Jacobs

Mr. Will Nowak, an economics and math teacher, currently living 

at the KEC, is leaving Choate after seven years. He has taught AP Mac-

ro Economics, Environmental Economics, Data Science, Pre-calculus, 

Algebra 2, AB Calculus, and Research Methods, among others.  While 

at Choate, he has been the adviser to the Choate Korean Friends Asso-

ciation and a coach of squash, hockey, and cross-country. Mr. Nowak 

attended Choate Rosemary Hall as a high school student and, after 

graduating college in 2010, came back to teach for a summer program 

and then interviewed for one of the openings in the math department. 

After having taught Data Science and Statistics, Mr. Nowak plans to ap-

ply his knowledge to the world outside of Choate. He said, “I will not be 

teaching next year. I will potentially be getting a job using quantitative 

methods in the corporate or nonprofit section.” 

Mr. Will Nowak

because of growing maturity and 

growing responsibility.”

Extended internet hours 

would also benefit international 
students, a substantial portion of 

the Choate community. “For kids 

who don’t have access to LTE, it 

makes it really hard, especially 

with dorms that have bad ser-

vice, for kids to communicate 

with their parents after twelve. 

If you need to talk to your par-

ents at 1:00 a.m. because that’s 

just what works for them in their 

time zone, a lot of people can’t 

do that,” explained Ben. Tip-

pa Chan ’19 added, “Especially 

since I’m an international stu-

dent, when I’m jetlagged, I wake 

up at like four, and I have noth-

ing to do. Extending the internet 

hours would be really nice.”

Student Council also recog-

nizes potential concerns about 

the extension of internet hours: 

that students will abuse the re-

sponsibility, or sleep too late. 

However, Ben pointed out that 

“especially for sixth formers, 

there’s not really any benefit to 
abusing the Wi-fi. A lot of these 
seniors are going to be putting 

in the work during the stressful 

time of college applications and 

finishing up standardized tests 
and getting their homework 

done, so I don’t think there will 

be much room for them to abuse 

the power of this.” He also took 

these concerns into account 

when writing the proposal: 

“That’s sort of why we suggested 

that this be for seniors during 

fall and winter term, because 

that’s when seniors have the 

highest amount of work.”

Ben has had extension of In-

ternet hours on his mind since 

coming to Choate as a new junior 

this year. “The Wi-fi hours was au-

tomatically noticed as something I 

wanted to change, especially com-

ing from home where I have the 

privilege of being able to access 

Wi-fi 24/7. I didn’t see the reason 
for it being cut off, especially for 

juniors.” Ben then said he “went 

and gathered student opinions 

during a form forum on why they 

thought they needed extended in-

ternet hours and kind of just for-

mulated that into a document.”

Overall, the proposal to extend 

internet hours for fifth and sixth 
formers is an attempt to further 

emphasize the existing goals of 

the School. “If we believe that our 

students are trained to be inde-

pendent, to be responsible, even 

amiss lots of privileges, then we 

should have policies in our school 

that reflect that,” said Norris.
Now all that’s left is further 

conversation with Mr. Stanley 

and the deans. “This is obviously 

open for discussion. It’s possible 

that they could approve part of it. 

It could range from something, 

to nothing, to in between,” said 

Norris. Added Ben, “I put in the 

conclusion of the proposal that 

we are totally open to discuss 

the grounds of the proposal with 

Mr. Stanley and work out some-

thing if he likes some aspects 

and doesn’t like some other as-

pects, in order to come up with a 

solution that works best for both 

the administration and the stu-

dents.” If all goes well, the stu-

dent body might be seeing such a 

solution by next year. 

At the end of this school year, Mr. Nick Molnar will depart 

the Choate community to begin a one-year program in indepen-

dent-school leadership at Columbia University’s Teachers College. 

Before beginning his teaching career, Mr. Molnar attended Hotch-

kiss and studied math and economics at the University of Pennsyl-

vania. He then went into banking. However, after a few years, he 

took a year-long job in China teaching and writing curricula. Shortly 

after returning, Mr. Molnar began working at Choate. Of his accom-

plishments during his time here, he is most proud of the courses 

he helped design, such as the Strategic Decision-Making class and 

the Journalism course. Over the next year, in addition to broaden-

ing his understanding of how education works, Mr. Molnar looks 

forward to carving out time to be creative. He said, “I want a break 

from being strapped for time when it comes to thinking creatively 

and deeply.”

Mr. Nick Molnar

While at Choate, Mr. Hopkins has a taught a variety of histo-

ry classes, lived and advised in Spencer House, and been the team 

coach to the MUN team. Before coming to Choate, Mr. Hopkins 

worked at King’s Academy, a boarding school in Jordan. Looking 

for a school closer to home, Mr. Hopkins said he was, “bowled over 

by the variety of programs that Choate offered — an interesting va-

riety of classes and top-notch extracurriculars that had a lot of en-

ergy behind them.” Next year, Mr. Hopkins will be moving to New 

York City to teach at Friends Seminary, a K-12 day school in the 

Quaker tradition. In his time here, Mr. Hopkins said, “I’ve been so 

impressed with the passion and energy that Choate students bring 

to so much that they do.”

Mr. Charlie Hopkins
– Sarah Gurevitch '19

– Grayce Gibbs '18

– Sarah Gurevitch '19

– Lauren Dorsey '18
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The Power of the Past and the Present

By Alyssa Shin ’18
Copy Editor

Michael Welles ’72 plays the French horn regularly for the Symphony Orchestra.
Photo by Alyssa Shin

Alumni Weekend means 
different things to dif-
ferent Choate students. 

To some, it means that they get 
to see Kyle at the omelet bar 
again, or that they get pastries 
for free. To others, it could be 
a networking opportunity or 
a chance to reunite with their 
friends or siblings who gradu-
ated from Choate. This week, I 
reflected on the weekend-long 
affair and realized that Alum-
ni Weekend has the potential 
to be more than merely these 
things. 

Choate could organize more 
events to increase alumni and 
student interactions, and stu-
dents in turn could invest more 
time and effort in fostering re-
lationships with alumni. Over 
the weekend I had the oppor-
tunity to talk to Mr. Michael 
Welles ’72, who returns fre-
quently to play the French horn 
with the Symphony Orchestra. 
While I had played with him 

many times and toured Europe 
with him, I did not know that 
he played at the inauguration 
of the Paul Mellon Arts Center 
and the merging of the Choate 
School and Rosemary Hall 

I learned through one short 
conversation that the PMAC 
was constructed in hopes of 
bringing the two campuses 
together through school func-
tions and sharing of art. I fre-
quent the PMAC for orchestra 
rehearsals, and while I have 
always admired the I.M. Pei-
designed architecture of the 
building, I had been unaware 
of the historical significance of 
the building. 

Through my conversation 
with Mr. Welles , I saw Choate 
the way it was when he attend-
ed. If it had not been for Mr. 
Ventre and the concert that Mr. 
Welles  and I performed in, I 
would never have met or talked 
to him, let alone learn this fact 
about the building that I visit 
at least four times a week. The 
school currently hosts alumni 
to talk about their professional 

careers. However, if the we or-
ganized more events to connect 
students and alumni based on 
interest, in a similar way that 
Mr. Ventre invites former 
musicians back for concerts, 
student-alumni relationships 
would be strengthened and 
both parties could learn more 
about Choate.

In addition, when students 
realize the value of the alumni’s 
experiences, they will be able to 
enrich their own Choate experi-
ences. The Choate experience is 
shaped by the people that com-
prise it. Choate is the way that it 
is currently because of the daily 
decisions of the faculty, staff, 
and students that work at and 
attend Choate. This has held 
true for the past 127 years. 

So I urge you to introduce 
yourself to someone at the next 
Alumni Weekend. Learn about 
their Choate, and tell them about 
your Choate. No matter how 
small or large the gap between 
their time at Choate and your 
time at Choate is, you will be 
able to find similarities. Through 
these connections, you will be 
able to truly realize what Choate 
really has been and is at its core, 
and appreciate our school for ev-
erything it has been and still is. 

Last weekend, the PMAC 
was a building that orchestra re-
hearses in, a building that shines 
in the New England sunlight on a 
spring day, a building that has too 
few bathrooms, a building that is 
inconveniently far for a Hall resi-
dent. Now, add to the résumé: the 
PMAC is a building that paved the 
way for the co-educational Cho-
ate that houses the rich history of 
generations of talented artists. 

Alyssa Shin is a fifth former 
from Seoul, South Korea 
and may be reached at 

ashin18@choate.edu

OUR VEXATION 
WITH VISITATION

We recognize several 
problems with the 
Choate visitation pol-

icy. The first is its heteronor-
mative nature. Last year, Cho-
ate renamed its “co-ed” policy 
“visitation.” The new word-
ing, on page 33 of the Student 
Handbook, reads, “Visitation 
rules apply equally to hetero-
sexual students and to those 
who identify as gay, lesbian 
or bisexual.” But what, really, 
has changed for individuals 
that do not abide by the het-
erosexual paradigm? 

Since (of course) the school 
does not identify and categorize 
the sexuality of its student body, 
defining who needs permission 
to be granted visitation with 
whom remains a challenge. In 
fact, the Handbook’s new lan-
guage fails to create an equal set 
of rules for all students in ro-
mantic and/or sexual relation-
ships. 

One solution might be 
found in Andover’s system, 
which does not distinguish 
among genders. Choate could 
emulate Andover’s policy of 
visitation —essentially, any 
visitor, at any of the allow-
able times, needs permission 
before entering another’s 
room—while adjusting it to 
Choate’s schedule.

Moreover, by not giving 
its students ready access to 
private spaces, Choate often 
forces its students to break 
campus rules, such as clos-
ing the door to a dorm room 
or entering a restricted area, 
in order to spend time—even 
if simply to have a personal 
conversation—with a member 
of the community of a differ-
ent gender. This is problem-
atic, as these actions result in 
students associating the cul-
tivation of healthy relation-
ships with the breaking of a 
school rule. 

Another problem is the 
inconsistency of visitation 
guidelines between dorms, 
and how each faculty mem-
ber enforces them. In some 
dorms, the strictness of the 
policy waxes and wanes de-
pending on the adviser on 
duty. One adviser might grant 
students visitation and set  

them free to close and lock the 
door. Another might frequently 
check in on students and force 
the door to be fully open. 

Although many issues ex-
ist because of visitation, there 
are also many valuable as-
pects to the current system. 
Choate has taken an active 
role in making students aware 
of the presence of sexual mis-
conduct on high-school cam-
puses (remember the pro-
vocative plays Slut and Now 
That We’re Men performed 
in the PMAC last fall). Many 
students and faculty agree 
that visitation is important 
for the purpose of creating 
a structure that discourages 
sexual misconduct and ideally 
prevents these cases on cam-
pus. Choate may feel hesitant 
to relax its visitation policy in 
fear of jeopardizing students’ 
safety.

We have discussed this is-
sue with several faculty mem-
bers, and it seems as though 
the main issue regarding the 
reformation of the visitation is 
not the policy itself, but, rather, 
the issue of consent. Education 
on consent lies in the hands of 
student groups as well as the 
administration. Going forward, 
we, along with other student 
groups, will try to work with 
the administration to create a 
newer, more progressive sys-
tem of visitation. 

I urge you to 
introduce yourself to 
someone at the next 

Alumni Weekend.

This is the second article 
from The Popular Front, a 
leaderless student collective 

that is comprised of seven 
members of the Class of 

2018: Katherine Burgstahler, 
Noah Hermes de Boor, 

Palmer Hudson, Tristan 
Jamidar, Esteban Mogollon, 

Baji Tumendemberel, and 
Dani Zanuttini-Frank. 
It may be reached at 

popularfrontftp@gmail.com 

COSA: CRITICISM OF 
SLIGHT ACTION

By Palmer Hudson ’18
Opinions Writer

Most of us have heard 
about the Commit-
tee on Student Activi-

ties, or COSA. That being said, 
very few people outside of club 
leadership and the organization 
itself know how it functions. 
After consulting the handbook, 
I feel that the role of COSA has 
primarily been defined by those 
in the committee, not by any 
actual doctrine or recommen-
dation from any powerful entity 
at Choate. COSA has taken un-
necessary action by excessively 
policing clubs and arbitrarily 
creating requirements for lead-
ers to fulfill in order to receive 
recognition. 

Before I arrived at Choate, 
COSA was hopefully an orga-
nization with the intent to help 
people start and expand clubs, 
not disband and impose regu-
lations on newfound groups. 
Unfortunately, the latter has 
become the ordinary behavior 
of COSA. Members of COSA 
should put more effort into 
assisting clubs. Student Clubs 
and Organizations, an obscure 
Webpage, fails to provide any 
description of the C-Proctors, 
Maiyeros, and even Student 
Council. The clubs that do 
have proper descriptions fail 
to include contact informa-
tion for interested students. 
The responsibility for this lack 
of information falls ultimately 
on the clubs themselves, but 
COSA should make a stronger 
attempt to resolve this pressing 
issue. 

Unfortunately, COSA 
seems to prioritize other aim-
less documentation over this 
key writing that would help 
integrate curious students into 
club life. Despite this oversight 
of important information, 
COSA requires all groups to 
draft a complete constitution 
that serves no purpose but to 
satisfy the bureaucratic club 
system. Clubs will succeed or 
fail based on the passion of the 
leaders and students involved, 
not the ability to draft a proper 
constitution. 

Because of this, I propose 
that COSA change its require-
ments for a club to only two 
stipulations: the club must have 

at least five active members, 
and the club must have a unique 
description of its activities. Fol-
lowing these simple regulations 
would give students the ability 
to create more diverse clubs for 
their peers to enjoy. Ensuring 
that these clubs have a proper 
description guarantees not only 
that there are no duplicated 
clubs, but also that COSA has 
a description to publish in its 
club listing, allowing students 
to painlessly find clubs they are 
interested in.

Additionally, COSA should 
not monitor clubs unless they 
are requesting funding, aside 
from ensuring active member-
ship and a unique description. 
If a club requests funding, 
COSA should monitor clubs as 
they see fit. COSA should act 
as an organization that pro-
vides assistance to clubs who 
seek it. Clubs may need help 
applying for funding, attract-
ing new members, fundrais-
ing, or organizing booths for 
club fairs, and COSA should 
be the organization to provide 
this aid. There is no reason to 
revoke the official recognition 
of a club that is not requesting 
funding if the group has active 
members and is unique. 

Limiting the number of 
clubs at Choate does noth-
ing but hurt the community 
by preventing students from 
finding the interest groups 
they seek. There is nothing 
stopping a group of passionate 
students from organizing on 
their own and pursuing their 
passions, but the shortcom-
ings of COSA have inherently 
made the organization diffi-
cult to find for other students 
who may be interested. COSA 
must abandon its role as the 
police of the club life world 
and instead focus on making 
clubs more accessible for all 
students. COSA should better 
embrace the idea that most 
clubs are not comprised of bu-
reaucrats intent on running 
an official organization, but 
rather just congregations of 
passionate people that want to 
enjoy their passions together. 

Palmer Hudson is a fifth 
former from New York, New 
York and may be reached at 

phudson18@choate.edu

The Handbook’s 
new language 

fails to create an 
equal set of rules 
for all students in 
romantic and/or 

sexual relationships.

By The Popular Front
Opinions Writers

Corrections
SPORTS

Last week, a caption described a picture of Lloyd Williams ’18 ap-
proaching a hurdle, but the picture depicted a Boys’ Crew Third 
Boat. The picture was also miscredited to Calvin Carmichael ’18.

The Choate News regrets these errors.
To submit a correction, email thechoatenews@choate.edu

Kristen Andonie ’17
Andrew Garver  ’17

Andrew Kim  ’17
Anselm Kizza-Besigye ’17

Riley Choi ’18
Donessa Colley ’18

Caroline Donatelli ’18
Michael Li ’18

Alix Mackillop ’18
Sophie Mackin ’18

Mehreen Pasha  ’18
Imad Rizvi ’18 

Austen Rogers ’18
Julian Yau ’18

Michelle Zhuang ’18 
Daniel Brockett ’19
Pinn Chirathivat ’19

Joseph Coyne ’19
Sarah Gurevitch ’19

Jeanne Malle ’19

Simi Sachdeva ’19
Inc Thongthai ’19
Cecilia Curran ’20

Skylar Hansen-Raj ’20
Ethan Luk ’20
Isabelle So  ’20

Kate Spencer ’20
Nicole Weinrauch ’20

Grace Zhang ’20

First, to all those students who will win a prize this 
year:  Congratulations!  We applaud your hard work 
and accomplishments this school year, whether they be 
academic, athletic, or artistic. Your excellence is undoubtedly 
commendable, and your contributions to the community 
should not go unrecognized. 

That being said, we, the 111th Masthead of The Choate News, 
believe that Prize Day is an inimical tradition of Choate 
Rosemary Hall.

The candidates for the form prizes, which the school seems 
to value most dearly, are chosen by the respective form deans 
and a team of faculty. After they choose several final nominees, 
the “slates” are presented to the entire faculty during an all-
faculty meeting. The faculty engage in discussions about the 
candidates, and an approval vote is held for each prize. The 
highest vote-getter(s) receives the respective prize. Faculty 
can make nominations from the floor if they feel a student is 
being wrongly left out.

While we’re sure that the recipients of such prizes deserve 
recognition, we worry that the faculty may not have a complete 
perspective of the accomplishments of the student body. The 
faculty, who, by the nature of a school as large and complex 
as Choate, cannot know all there is to know about individual 
students on the slate. It appears that teachers are not in a 
position to properly determine the winners of these awards. 
There are many members of the Choate community who 
contribute equally impressive and beneficial work as that of 
the award winners, yet these people seem to consistently not 
be given the credit they deserve.

Choate students come from a variety of backgrounds and 
have a myriad of interests and goals. For some, their Choate 
experiences are defined on the athletic fields; for others, it’s 
time spent in the PMAC; and still others involve themselves 
in the wide variety of clubs on campus. Though Prize Day does 
recognize some students for artistic and athletic achievements, 
the majority of the prizes honor academic and overall 
excellence, or contribution to the school. People are left out.

Moreover, Choate’s Prize Day puts undue pressure on students. 
For students to not receive a prize, especially when they 
feel as though their work should earn them one, can lead to 
low self-esteem. Students can also feel disillusioned when 
their accomplishments go unacknowledged. Too often, this 
engenders an unhealthy pressure to succeed — in their classes 
or elsewhere — if only to win a prize.  

There is a fine line between respecting traditions and being 
restricted by them. We implore the administration to consider 
abolishing Prize Day, given that the abundance of student talent 
simply cannot be recognized in one event. 

We share the belief that students should be recognized for 
their hard work and excellence, but Choate is a community 
filled with motivated and brilliant individuals. We see this 
vibrancy in classrooms, on the athletic fields, and within 
dining and residence halls. Prize Day attempts to encapsulate 
months of these formative moments within a single day. Its 
promise — extrinsic praise for the few — is well-intentioned 
but ultimately pernicious.

This editorial represents the views of the 111th Masthead of 
The Choate News.

NO REWARD ON 
PRIZE DAY

EDITORIAL



Friday, May 19, 2017 The Choate News || Page 5

Far right parties 
are not on the rise 

in Indonesia.

TODAY IN HISTORY:
Henry VII Beheads His Sec-
ond Wife Ann Boleyn. (1536)

GOP Healthcare Bill 2.0: Even More Disastrous The Second Time Around
By Audrey Powell ’19

Opinions Staff Writer

Two weeks ago, on May 4, 
the Republican Party finally 
managed to get the Ameri-

can Health Care Act (AHCA), 
popularly known as Trumpcare, 
passed through the House of 
Representatives. After a failed at-
tempt in March to overturn and 
replace the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), because of  bipartisan op-
position, passing this new bill is 
a major, and slightly surprising, 
success for the GOP.

Similar to the first proposal, 
the AHCA restructures the tax 
credit system so that credit is sub-
sidized based on age, rather than 
income or location, as it is under 
Obamacare. Therefore, credit 
does not fluctuate based on how 
little one makes or how costly his 
premiums are, making it difficult 
for many low-income Americans 
to afford healthcare.

The more egregious mea-
sure included in the AHCA is the 
rolling back of Medicaid expan-
sion. Under the ACA, Medicaid 
benefits were extended to single 

adults earning incomes just above 
the poverty line, resulting in the 
enrollment of approximately ten 
million people. The AHCA will 
discontinue this option starting in 
2019. Moreover, Medicaid will no 
longer be an entitlement program 
under the AHCA, but a state-
funded program.

Lastly, states can decide to 
both allow providers to strip 
their plans of essential benefits 
and deny or increase the price of 
healthcare because of pre-existing 
conditions. Even though the gov-
ernment is depending on states 
not doing this, such a course of 
action will be legal under the new 
GOP plan.

While these new rules might 
save money, the eventual cost of 
relaxing federal healthcare regu-
lations will outweigh those hun-
dreds of billions of dollars. By 
passing this bill, Mr. Trump is fos-
tering inequality. All Americans 
deserve to have access to health-
care, regardless of their socioeco-
nomic, geographic, or medical 
status and age. By removing the 
individual mandate, Mr. Trump 
is ensuring that tens of millions 

of people will go without health 
insurance, which will increase 
premiums, leading to more indi-
viduals forgoing their plans. He is 
allowing for the discrimination of 
Americans based on their medical 
conditions. These decisions are 
the opposite of patriotic — they 
are un-American.

Another big disappoint-
ment:  the Senate version of the 
bill will be written and reviewed 
by a group of thirteen men. The 
extent to which women have re-
productive rights will be decided 
without the perspective of a single 
woman. How is it acceptable that 
this is the stance of the American 
government? 

In the 21st Century, Mr. 
Trump is still supports the idea 
that women need men to make 
decisions for them. While we 

know that he is not a fan of diver-
sity, it is still disconcerting and 
disheartening to witness these 
long-lasting choices being made 
by a group of people who cannot 
fundamentally understand wom-
en’s issues.

Thankfully, many Americans 
are cognizant of the horrendous 
flaws in the AHCA. According to 
a recent poll conducted by orga-
nization, only 31% of Americans 
support the GOP bill.  While some 
people are unsure of their opin-
ions, there is still a large portion of 
the population who strongly op-
pose the new bill and everything 
it stands for. In addition, 66% of 
American physicians have a “neg-
ative impression” of Trumpcare 
— the bill lacks popular support 
from the people it is supposed to 
benefit. It clearly does not provide 
Americans with what they want, 
and it definitely will not “make 
America great again.”

The bill itself narrowly passed 
through the House, with 217 rep-
resentatives supporting it and 213 
representatives — 19 of whom are 
Republicans — against it. One 
possible reason for this could be 

the lack of information. When 
the first version of the bill was 
proposed in March, the Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO) had 
released its  estimates for how the 
AHCA would affect the American 
people and economy. Conversely, 
when the House voted on the re-
vised bill, the CBO had not yet 
released its  report and will not 
release it until the week of May 
22. So, while we will not under-
stand the full statistical impact 
of Trumpcare for a little while, 
we can assign some blame for the 
healthcare disaster to the incon-
venient and inappropriately cho-
sen timing of the vote.

The AHCA is a devastating 
mistake for the government to 
make; it will leave a permanent 
stain on the history of our coun-
try. Soon enough, the Senate will 
vote on a version of it. To preserve 
prosperity, stability, and hope 
in the United States, the Senate 
must wholly rewrite or ditch this 
disaster altogether.

THE INDONESI AN ELECTION REVEALS A LACK OF MODER ATION
By Nicole Weinrauch ’20

Opinions Staff Writer

As in the United States or 
France, the recent elec-
tion in Indonesia says 

a lot about the country’s cur-
rent political direction. At one 
point, Indonesia may have been 
the model for how faith can co-
exist with democracy — shining 
light of religious tolerance and 
ethnic inclusion of the Muslim 
world — but for years it’s been 
tilting ever more conservative. 
This change was revealed by 
the latest election and its after-
math, when a new intolerant 
reality stepped out from behind 
the curtain. 

In April, the Indonesian 
capital of Jakarta held an elec-
tion for its governor. The expe-
rienced politician Basuki Tjaha-
ja Purnama, known as “Ahok,” 
looked like the easy victor 
against a little-known former 
education minister. However, 
Ahok’s record had two black 
marks: his Christian and Chi-
nese heritage. His  opponent 
Anies Baswedan was Muslim. 
Through his  cooperation with 
hardline Islamists, and by rid-
ing a sentiment against an un-
popular ethnic minority and 
a non-Muslim leadership, the 
former minister won handily.

Moreover, Ahok didn’t just 
lose the election — he was also 
arrested for blasphemy and sen-
tenced to two years in jail. His 
crime was quoting a verse from 
the Quran during his campaign 
(in hopes of convincing the pub-
lic to vote for a non-Muslim). By 
doing so, Ahok challenged the in-
terpretation of militant Islamists 
and, according to some, violated 
the act of a non-Muslim to inter-
pret holy text.  

In Indonesia, the appli-
cation of blasphemy law has 

always been correlated with 
repression of ethnic and reli-
gious minorities.  It fades dur-
ing periods of increased toler-
ance — like during the military 
dictatorship — and escalates 
when Islamist forces get a lon-
ger leash. 

Despite what the Western 
media may claim, far right par-
ties demanding Sharia law are 
not on the rise in Indonesia. 
While they may be a disturb-
ing trend, they are just a vocal 
minority. More important is the 

rightward shift of center. 
The country’s largest Mus-

lim organization, the 50 mil-
lion member Nahdlatul Ulama 
(NU), was founded 90 years ago 
to ward off Arabian-style puri-
tanism while ensuring a voice 
for religion in a secular society. 
NU, with its official platforms 
of pluralism and inclusion, was 
the definition of moderation 
that made Indonesia so spe-
cial. NU leaders told support-
ers it was okay to vote for Ahok. 
These moderates, however, 
have recently become less mod-
erate. During the campaign, NU 
supporters joined extremist ral-
lies against Ahok, and the NU-
dominated police took the lead 
in bringing blasphemy charges. 

Moderates aren’t just los-
ing the battles. They’re chang-

ing from within. The heyday 
of liberalism in Indonesia was 
during the dictatorship that 
ended in 1998, one which sup-
pressed any radicalism. Local 
democracy unleashed today’s 
conservative trend. Polls show 
that a majority of NU members 
believe Indonesia’s constitution 
should be eventually replaced 
by Sharia law.  And the Jakarta 
vote suggests that many NU-
types agree that non-Muslims 
shouldn’t win elections. 

More conservatism doesn’t 
automatically mean more in-
tolerance. Yet Indonesia has 
undeniably become an uncom-
fortable place for minorities, 
especially the much-resented 
Chinese business class. 

“Moderation” always ex-
ists on a spectrum. Indonesia’s 

brand is a far cry from Middle 
Eastern Salafism and an admi-
rable rejection of zealotry. But 
what has happened in Jakarta 
moves the needle a lot further 
to the right. 

Two images expressed this 
new reality. First came the 
thousands of Jakartans burst-
ing through police barricades 
last November to demand a 
blasphemy trial. Last week, less 
than a thousand showed up to 
denounce Ahok’s sentencing.  
In a city of ten million, in a 
country supposedly dominated 
by moderates, one might expect 
differently. 

MACRON CLAIMS VICTORY, NOW MUST EFFECT CHANGE
By Siri Palreddy ’20

Opinions Writer

In the widely observed and 
anticipated French election 
held on May 7,  Emmanuel 

Macron of the centrist-pro-
gressive En Marche party beat 
his opponent Marine Le Pen 
of the conservative national-
ist National Front party. Since 
winning the election, Macron 
and his party have received 
international recognition and 
acclaim. 

While Macron did triumph 
over Le Pen by a sizable 32 
point margin, he faced many 
obstacles in his path to elector-
al victory. In a similar situation 
to the US presidential election, 
Mr. Macron’s campaign was 
the victim of a debilitating and 
exposing hacking attack. Less 
than 48 hours before the polls 
opened, unidentified perpetra-
tors unleashed, according to 
Macron’s campaign, a “mas-
sive and coordinated hacking 
operation” on the team in order 
to mar Mr. Macron’s political 
and personal image. As CNN 
reported, over 14.5 gigabytes of 
Mr. Macron’s emails and other 
documents were released on 
a file sharing site called Paste-
bin. In order to further tar-
nish the campaign’s image and 
propagate misinformation, the 
hackers falsified records and 
mixed them among the real 
documents. Although the exact 
identity of the hackers has yet 
to be determined, Russia is a 

prime suspect for the crime due 
to their similar efforts to desta-
bilize the American election.  

Despite this setback, Mr. Ma-
cron still sailed to victory — win-
ning with 66% of the vote, ac-
cording to the Financial Times. 
During the final round of the 
election, many supporters of La 
France insoumise leader Jean-
Luc Mélenchon and former So-
cialist Party candidate Benoît 

Hamon switched allegiance to 
Mr. Macron, while some diehard 
conservative supporters of the 
former The Republicans party 
candidate Francois Fillon opted 
for Mrs. Le Pen — despite Mr. 
Fillon’s endorsement of Mr. Ma-
cron. Approximately one third of 
Mélenchon voters abstained from 
the vote, according to Reuters, 
but this obstinance did not bring 
down Mr. Macron’s numbers.

At age 39, Mr. Macron is 
France’s suddenly youngest 
president. Despite having less 
political experience than some 
of his competitors, he has in-
formed the French public that 
he intends to get to work im-
mediately. The majority of Mr. 
Macron’s voters came from 
the higher end of the French 
economic spectrum, where the 
rates of life expectancy and ex-

posure to education are higher. 
This informed demographic 
chose Mr. Macron as a repre-
sentative of change and a her-
ald of a new era for France.

Although Mr. Macron has 
emerged victorious from the 
election, he still has many ob-
stacles to overcome in curry-
ing the French people’s favor. 
Past French presidents have 
been ridiculed and disliked for 

their behaviors, often viewed 
as pompous and out of touch. 
For instance, Mr. Macron’s pre-
decessor, François Hollande, 
claimed he would “set a course” 
for France. Too often, how-
ever, he seemed more intent 
on setting a course for himself, 
spending lavish amounts of 
money on his personal needs. 
For example, Mr. Hollande was 
said to have spent $132,000 
per year on his hair, which put 
him at the center of a social me-
dia movement appropriately 
dubbed CoiffeurGate.

Mr. Macron, known as a 
wealthy and privileged man, will 
have to distance himself from 
the image of his predecessor if he 
hopes to unite France after the 
schismatic election. During the 
campaign, Mr. Macron stated, 
“The division and fractures in our 
society must be overcome... The 
world and Europe needs France 
more than ever.” Unlike Le Pen, 
Macron is looking to strengthen 
France’s role within the EU and 
target terrorism without exclud-
ing citizens of ethnicities and 
home countries living in France.

Through dedication, Mr. 
Macron became France’s 
eighth president. As impres-
sive as his electoral triumph 
was, the rest of the world is 
now looking to him to redefine 
France and address the many 
issues facing today’s world.

These decisions 
are the 

opposite of 
patriotic.

Mr. Emmanuel Macron, France’s new president, on the Champs-Élysées in Paris after his inauguration.
Photo courtesy of The New York Times

Basuki Tjahak Purnama (“Ahok”) and his running mate Djarot Saiful Hidayat at a campaign rally in February 2017.
Photo by Southeast Asia Globe

Nicole Weinrauch is a third 
former  from Singapore. 
She may be reached at 

nweinrauch20@choate.edu

Audrey Powell is a  fourth former 
from  Bronxville, New York. She may 

be reached at apowell19@choate.edu

Siri Palreddy is a third former from  
Avon, Conn. She may be reached 

at spalreddy20@choate.edu

Crooked Hillary Clinton 
and her team “were ex-
tremely careless in their 
handling of very sensi-
tive, highly classified 
information.” Not fit!

Happy Mother’s Day to 
my love and partner on 
this journey @Michel-
leObama, and to all the 
wonderful, hardworking 
mothers out there.

There are no excuses 
that justify N. Korea’s ac-
tions. This was close to 
home for Russia. China 
cant expect dialogue. 
This threat is real.

The GOP spent yrs gut-
ting voting rights & sup-
pressing black & Latino 
votes. We can’t allow 
@realDonaldTrump to 
turn the clocks back 
more.

Uh oh AG Sessions 
is gonna crack down 
on crime in our cities. 
Queue the Left’s cries of 
racism and intolerance.

The Fake Media is work-
ing overtime today!

More than ever, I believe 
citizen engagement is vi-
tal to our democracy. I’m 
so inspired by everyone 
stepping up to organize 
and lead.
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Bananas, White Boards, and Life Hacks: Instagrams of Choate

By Vincenzo DiNatale ’19
Copy Editor

The Instagram account SomeBoardArt captures white board drawings around campus.
Photo courtesy of SomeBoardArt

This school year, many In-
stagram accounts centered on 
entertaining the student body 
have surfaced. Most of these ac-
counts post Choate-specific jokes 
and memes, while others post 
amusing pictures of students and 
interesting sights around cam-
pus. However, each Instagram 
account has been created anony-
mously by a member of the com-
munity, as the Student Handbook 
outlines that a student may not 
create an account in the school’s 
name without permission. None-
theless, these accounts continue 
to entertain hundreds of follow-
ers with dozens of comical posts. 
Summaries of the various ac-
counts are as follows:

 
ChoateBanana

Capturing pictures of stu-
dents eating bananas, ChoateBa-
nana has been active since March 
1, 2017. The student who operates 
the account takes most of these 
pictures without the student 

aware that his or her picture is 
being taken, and those students 
are humorously poised. Usu-
ally posting twice a week, the 
account’s 335 followers are en-
couraged to tag their friends if 
they are depicted in a post. In 
late April, ChoateBanana posted 
a picture of a basketball player, 
commenting, “Gotta show off 
the skills on the court and on the 
banana.” Pictures usually have 
settings in all sections of the 
Dining Hall. Overall, ChoateBa-
nana entertains the Choate com-
munity as students can see their 
friends eating bananas.

 
SomeBoardArt

One of the most recently cre-
ated accounts, SomeBoardArt 
posts pictures of drawings on the 
dozens of white boards around 
campus. Ranging from history 
timelines to simple smiley-faces, 
SomeBoardArt has been active 
since April 28, 2017. Occasion-
ally, students will be featured 
next to a piece of artwork as well. 
The owner of the account tries to 
find jovial drawings and captions 
them with Choate-specific jokes. 

Earlier this month, the account 
posted a picture of a melted smi-
ley-face and captioned it: “When 
the stress begins to melt your 
face.” On each picture, the owner 
tags the artist and the location of 
the artwork. This account, though 
with less followers than others, 
has steadily attracted an audi-
ence. Although the aim of Some-
BoardArt is to entertain members 
of the Choate community, it has 
also featured some intricate and 
impressive artwork.

 
ChoateLifeHacks

The oldest account among 
its counterparts, Choatelifehacks 
has been active since February 12, 
2017. It entertains its 439 follow-
ers with Choate-specific memes 
and has the purpose of convey-
ing “handy life hacks to make the 
lives of CRH students easier.” 
Through sarcastic and comical 
“life hacks,” the account leaves its 
audience amused after every post. 
For example, instructing students 
on how to reserve a study room, 
ChoateLifeHacks said, “Leave 
your coat in a lanphy study room 
24/7 so that nobody can use it.” 

The account posts every three to 
four days and is open to submis-
sions from members of the com-
munity. Choatelifehacks is an out-
let for students to be entertained, 
and its popularity is becoming 
increasingly apparent.

 
RosemaryMemes

RosemaryMemes is the 
most popular Choate-themed 
Instagram account, amassing 
an impressive 627 followers. As 
the description jokingly states, 
the account was created “for 
questionable tweens” of the 
community and posts nearly 
every day. Ranging from com-
mentary about heavy course 
loads, AP exams, and other as-
pects of Choate life, the account 
receives wide acclaim from 
students on campus. Rose-
marymemes humorously con-
veys common challenges that 
Choate students face, and by 
doing so, those challenges seem 
less extreme when a student 
visits the page. 

The owner of the page, who 
agreed to speak on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said that they 
were inspired by college meme 
groups, such as Special Snow-
flake Teens. The owner added, 
“A lot of Choate students fol-
low those meme pages, and al-
though they are often still funny 
for students who don’t attend 
the colleges, we thought it would 
be nice to make memes that are 
relevant to Choate specifically. 
We also thought it would be a 
good idea to spread good cheer 
on campus and relieve stress. 
We think it’s important not to 
take life too seriously.” The own-
er also described that because so 
many people have taken interest 
in the page, they have been mo-
tivated to continue it. The own-
er commented, “It’s fun to think 
that we are sharing memes with 
the majority of the student body. 
Specifically when something 
funny, noteworthy, or otherwise 
conducive to being turned into a 
meme happens at Choate, we like 
to post to keep our page active.”

Vincenzo DiNatale 
may be reached at 

vdinatale19@choate.edu

PR IZE DAY: AN 
EVOLV ING TR ADITION

By Elizabeth Quinn ’20
Reporter

Choate’s school year wraps 
up each spring with an awards 
ceremony known as Prize Day, 
which celebrates the achieve-
ments of exemplary students in 
all four forms. This year, Prize 
Day will take place on Friday, 
April 26, two days before Com-
mencement — which was not 
always the case.

Prize Day traces back to the 
late 1800s. At Rosemary Hall, 
the name meant, essentially, 
graduation: students would re-
ceive their diplomas as seniors 
and that year’s prizes were 
awarded. The name “Prize Day” 
was coined because, as Choate 
Archivist, Ms. Judy Donald, re-
cently put it, “a lot of prizes were 
given out.”

During the same time pe-
riod, the Choate School held a 
graduation and awards ceremo-
ny called, simply and more tra-
ditionally, Commencement. The 
first merged graduation cere-
mony of the two previously sin-
gle-sex schools was held in the 
spring of 1978, when the largest 
dilemma was how to blend the 
various prizes from the Choate 
School and Rosemary Hall. 

Now, Choate Rosemary 
Hall has taken aspects of each 
of its predecessors, keeping the 
Choate School’s name of Com-
mencement to refer to the an-
nual graduation ceremony, and 
using Rosemary Hall’s tradition, 
Prize Day, to honor student 
achievement. The tradition of 
emblazoning wooden plaques 
with the winners’ names — 
many of these panels  currently 
hang in the Dining Hall — like-
wise dates to the beginning of 
the two schools’ joint history. 

According to Ms. Donald, 
Rosemary Hall began its Prize 
Day with a small amount of 
awards given out yearly. As the 
population and demographic 
of Choate Rosemary Hall ex-
panded, so did the number of 

prizes. Currently, there are ten 
sixth-form prizes, four prizes 
each for the third, fourth, and 
fifth forms, eleven for the Arts 
Department, six for the English 
Department, nine for the His-
tory, Philosophy, Religion, and 
Social Sciences Department, 
eleven for the Language De-
partment, seven for the Math-
ematics and Computer Science 
Department, nine for the Physi-
cal Education and Athletics De-
partment, seven for the Science 
Department, and three Special 
Awards. This year, for the first 
time, prizes will not be awarded 
separately for boys and girls.

Prize Day is meaningful not 
only to students, but also to 
parents, relatives, and faculty 
members as a celebration of the 
Choate community’s achieve-
ments. Each year, at the end of 
the graduation ceremony, the 
school’s communications de-
partment, with help from The 
Choate News, distributes a 
printed list of that year’s prize-
winners, that year’s inductees 
into the Cum Laude Society, 
and the names of the colleges 
and universities that graduating 
seniors will attend. 

Even though the amount of 
prizes has increased over the 
years, the core values that make 
a prizewinner have remained 
the same. Choate Rosemary 
Hall has held the same ethics of 
“Fidelity and Integrity” for de-
cades, and the character of each 
student selected for an award 
has not waned.

Elizabeth Quinn may 
be reached at lquinn20@

choate.edu

ASSESSING THE GR ADING SYSTEM
By Caroline Donatelli ’18

Staff Reporter

At Choate, grades can have 
a great impact on students’ 
lives and wellbeing. Every 
class at Choate is required to 
give a letter grade measuring 
student achievement, but how 
do teachers — and students — 
view the grading system?

English teacher Mr. Da-
vid Loeb believes that grading 
can be productive for student 
learning. He said, “I feel that 
our grading system might 
help some students, as it helps 
them set goals for themselves 
and lets them know how 
they’re doing.” However, he 
acknowledged the potential 
downfalls of traditional grad-
ing systems like Choate’s: “For 
other students, grades likely 
don’t help that much. They 
might distract them or keep 
them from the sort of work 
that will lead to learning and 
improvement.”

In Mr. Loeb’s English 
classes, grading is based off 
of a student’s progress and ef-
fort. He explained, “My gener-
al philosophy is that students 
do not earn grades: I give 
them. Grades are based off 
quality and progress of one’s 
writing and how engaged you 
are in class.” 

Ms. Kathryn Rose-Noonan, 
a French teacher, views grades 
as necessary to the classroom. 
She said, “I have never taught 
somewhere without grades, 
so I’m unsure of the alterna-
tive. I definitely see the value 
in giving concrete markers 
in how someone’s progress-
ing in a class.” Assessing her 
students on a variety of lan-
guage acquisition techniques 
 — including reading, listening 
comprehension, and speaking 
— Ms. Rose-Noonan is grate-
ful for the structure provided 
by classroom assessments. 
She said, “Grading helps stu-
dents learn depending on the 
student. Some like to have the 
marker and others don’t.”

However, other teachers 
question the merits of Cho-
ate’s grading system. Mr. Der-
on Chang, a biology teacher, 
said, “In my opinion, grad-
ing is a necessary evil. I think 
ninety percent of students out 
there are motivated by grades. 
I don’t know if that’s neces-
sarily a bad thing, but it would 
be great if we could develop 

a system where it is simply 
about the joy of learning.” 

While he acknowledged 
the necessity of measuring 
student achievement, Mr. 
Chang believes improvements 
can be made to the current 
system. He said, “We could 
change our curriculum to de-
emphasize grades and try to 
produce kids who are more 
into learning for learning’s 
sake. In fact, before Choate, I 
worked at a school that gave 
effort grades which you would 
receive in addition to your let-
ter grade.”

In Mr. Chang’s biology 
class, the focus is on mastery, 
rather than on memoriza-
tion. He described his grading 
method as “constantly redo-
ing something to show you 
have complete competence,” 
emphasizing students’ learn-
ing process alongside content. 
He said, “Ultimately, the idea 
of mastery means that the stu-
dent comes out of it having a 
complete understanding of 
how to do something or pres-
ent a concept.”

Students expressed mixed 
opinions on the efficacy of 
traditional grading systems. 
Mirialie DeJesus ’18 said, 

“With the current grading sys-
tem, teachers have a pretty 
good amount of flexibility and 
range with what they grade 
and how they are grading.” 
She continued, “There are a 
lot of disparities in how teach-
ers decide to grade. I’ve had 
teachers who say they’ll give 
out grades of B+, but not A+. 
Having an A+ as an option is 
a weird thing if some teachers 
don’t make it a possibility.”

Eilidh Dunsmore ’19 feels 
that grades help motivate stu-
dents to work harder in all 
of their subjects, not just the 
ones that are in their area of 
interest. However, she ques-
tioned the accuracy of grades 
to measure student learning. 
She commented, “The current 
grading system doesn’t nec-
essarily reflect how compe-
tent we are in a subject or the 
amount of time or effort we 
have put in. It's easy to pick 
students who are very good 
at taking tests, but actually 
understanding an assignment 
and getting a good grade on it 
are very different things.”

Mr. Chang concluded, 
“I think the problem is that 
students don’t have the op-
portunity to slow down and 
see what they have done well 
on and what they need to im-
prove on. We need to spend 
more time allowing kids to re-
flect on how they can become 
better learners.” 

For students, grades can be a source of both motivation and stress.
Illustration by Austen Rogers/The Choate News

Caroline Donatelli 
may be reached at 

cdonatelli18@choate.edu

Decoding the i.d. Lab

By Elizabeth Quinn ’20 
and Michelle Zhuang ’18
Reporter and Staff Reporter

The i.d. Lab is full of resourc-
es that are open to students and 
faculty alike. Many students are 
unaware of the endless possibili-
ties that lie within the two floors 
that the lab encompasses, with 
tools and equipment, including 
wood cutters, 3D printers, sewing 
machines, circuit boards, book-
making materials, and metal cut-
ters. Maybe you have a project for 
your engineering class, a poster 
that you want to create for an 
upcoming march or rally, or you 
merely want to fix a broken zipper 
on your backpack — head to the 
i.d. lab in the Lanphier Center to 
quench your creative thirst.

Dr. Travis Feldman, the di-
rector of the i.d. Lab, makes sure 
that everything is up and running. 
He orders the equipment and ar-
ranges the supplies. Every morn-
ing, Dr. Feldman manages the 3D 
printers within the lab, which are 
used by students to create objects 
for class or personal interest alike.

When Dr. Feldman first ar-
rived at Choate, what is now the 
school’s i.d. Lab was, as he put it, 
“essentially an empty classroom, 
so I was in charge of ordering 
what we needed — the equipment 
and supplies that are in the i.d. lab 
today.” Dr. Feldman is currently 
in the midst of expanding the lab 
so that it includes a book-making 
area where students (and faculty 
members, if they wish to do so) 
are able to make their own paper 

and bind their own books.
Several clubs use the space, 

such as electronics, and computer 
programming groups, including 
Comic Book Club and Games and 
Change. In past years, The Choate 
News used the lab for assignment 
meetings, though those  recently 
moved to St. John Hall. Outside 
of a meeting and study space, 
the i.d. Lab is also a creative hub 
for students. Dr. Feldman said, 
“Some projects are assigned and 
others the students just come up 
with… maybe they just want to do 
something for a class.”

Case in point: Sabrina Xie ’17 
used resources from the i.d. lab to 
construct a mechanical keyboard. 
She decided to construct the key-
board because she has a 100 per-
cent keyboard at home — a key-
board with as many keys as a PC, 
rather than the 60 percent key-
board that is standard on portable 
laptops. Xie “really enjoys typing 
on it, but wanted something more 
portable.” She then decided to 
build a split keyboard “because 
I type weirdly where my hands 
aren’t angled the same way, and 
it’s really uncomfortable.” 

Xie bought a standard PC 
board online, and, in the i.d. Lab, 
soldered the electronic compo-
nents together using a solder-
ing iron and then used screws, 
four layers of acrylic and a layer 
of wood to hold the keys and PC 
board together. She then used the 
laser cutter for the keyboard case.

 Zev Nicolai-Scanio ’18 and 
Weston Miller ’17 have used the 
i.d. Lab’s to rebuild the Science 

Center clock. As a faculty child, 
Nicolai-Scanio used to always 
wind the clock whenever he 
walked through the Science Cen-
ter. When he recently noticed the 
clock showing some signs of wear, 
he talked to Miller, who is in his 
Physics C class, and together they 
decided to try to repair it. To re-
build the clock, Nicolai-Scanio 
and Miller used various i.d. Lab 
tools and materials. “We are us-
ing the 1/8 inch plywood that is in 
stock in the i.d. Lab for the body 
and gears of the clock,” Nicolai-
Scanio said. “We are also using 
shafts from the robotics lab, some 
wire, and some 3D printed plastic 
components. The design of our 
replica centers around the use of 
the laser cutter in the i.d. Lab.”

Nicolai-Scanio believes that 
the i.d. Lab is a wonderful place 
to work on projects. “I certainly 
go there a lot during free periods, 
even if it is just to do work,” he 
said. “Often I end up talking with 
the other people there and trad-
ing ideas and suggestions on our 
respective projects.”

Xie said, “The most impor-
tant resource in the i.d. Lab is 
having a place where you know 
you can find help. I actually had 
a soldering iron in my room, but 
probably would’ve broken a lot of 
things, not known who to ask, and 
Googled things and failed without 
the i.D. Lab.”

A home to student innovation, the i.d. Lab showcases a variety of student-designed works.
Photo by Pinn Chirathivat/The Choate News

Elizabeth Quinn and Michelle 
Zhuang may be reached at 
lquinn20@choate.edu and 
mzhuang18@choate.edu

Prize Day traces back 
to the late 1800s. 
At Rosemary Hall, 
the name meant, 
essentially, graduation.

It would be great if 
we could develop 
a system where it 
is simply about the 
joy of learning.

Mr. Deron Chang
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Taking a Stand Against Sexism in the Music Industry

Women are subject to sexualization even when they are equally qualified performers. 
Illustration by Austen Rodgers

Simi Sachdeva may be reached 
at ssachdeva19@choate.edu

NEW ARTS CONCENTR ATION 
MEMBERS ANNOUNCED
By Sasha Bocek ’19

Reporter

Every spring, a number of stu-
dents are admitted into the ranks 
of Arts Concentration. Arts Con, 
as the program in known, is one 
of the seven selective signature 
programs on campus. As Choate’s 
website puts it, Arts Con is a “pro-
gram intended for students who 
are passionate, disciplined and 
able to demonstrate a sustained 
commitment to their own artistic 
development.” 

Students accepted into the 
program are expected to explore 
their discipline in breadth and 
depth by completing a series of 
prescribed courses and by devot-
ing a significant portion of each 
week to practice, rehearse, or 
do studio work. Arts Con is for 
the devoted artist who is look-
ing to spend more time express-
ing himself or herself in a chosen 
discipline. Accepted students are 
deemed to hold promise in  a 
given, and are able to hone their 
skills through the program, while 
keeping up with the other de-
mands of Choate life.

This year the program admit-
ted 17 new students. The majority 
of admitted students are rising 
juniors, with a few rising sopho-
mores and seniors. There are 
several disciplines in which a stu-
dent may choose to specialize in, 
and new disciplines can be added 
from year to year depending on 
interest from specific applicants. 
This year’s student disciplines in-
clude dance, music, theater, and 
visual arts. The application pro-
cess for the program is thorough. 
Each student must submit a writ-
ten portion that details his or her  
other  background in a chosen 
discipline, current strengths, and 
goals for developing in the area. 
The application also includes an 
interview, a portfolio submission 
for visual artists,  and an audition 
for theater, music, or  dance. The 
arts faculty then reviews all ap-
plications and admits those they 
deem to be strongest and most 
likely to be successful in the pro-
gram. 

The greater portion of this 
year’s Arts Con admits work in 
music. These students may be  
composers, musicians, or  vo-
calists. Music students are re-
quired to take certain classes, 
including AP Music Theory, 
music history classes, private 
classes, and private lessons. 

Although the scheduling re-
quirements are rigorous, a bit 
of time opens up for these arts-
focused students because they 
are not required to take a “sweat 
sport.” These musicians perform 
several times a year, and the hard 
work and hours of practicing pay 
off and really make a difference in 
shaping their end-of-project pre-
sentations. 

The second most popular dis-
cipline is visual arts with three 
new rising juniors and two ris-
ing sophomores. These students 
are also required to take specific 
classes that correspond to their 
discipline including drawing and 
art history. Visual arts students 
spend several hours in the studio 
per week and may specialize in 
drawing, sculpting, photography, 
or any other form of beaux arts. 
Their work is often displayed on 
the walls of the galleries of the 
Paul Mellon Arts Center and can 
be thought-provoking as well as 
aesthetically pleasing.

Theater and dance had the 
least number of acceptances this 
year, with three students for each 
of the disciplines, the majority of 
which are again rising juniors. 
Theater students must complete 
all acting classes, participate in 
at least one stage production, and 
tech another production each 
year. Dance students also take a 
variety of fixed classes including 
dance history, music composi-
tion, acting, and drawing. Dance 
is a newer section of Arts Con. It 
was added only a few years ago, 
though it’s gained popularity each 
year. Both dance and theater stu-
dents are impressive and display 
great talent and artistry in their 
performances.

Arts Concentration is a 
group of some of the most 
gifted and hard-working peo-
ple on campus. The program 
allows them to develop their 
talents further while balancing 
the requirements of any other 
student at Choate. The hours 
of work that they dedicate to 
their art is an effort to be both 
commended and admired. This 
year’s group of students is no 
different. They are sure to be 
just as impressive as their pre-
decessors and will not fail to 
bring creativity and striking 
ideas to the Choate community 
through their works.

Sasha Bocek  may be reached at 
sbocek19@choate.edu

BEYOND THE V IOLIN: 
CHOATE’S UNSUNG MUSICIANS

By Inc Thongthai ’19
Staff Reporter

Here at Choate, there are 
many students who go unrecog-
nized for their skills; this ranges 
in every aspect of school life. It is 
easy to forget the individuals who 
have honed their art on percus-
sive instruments, keeping time 
and the measure of every beat. 
It is easy to forget the diverse 
range of music that can be heard 
through other, more esoteric in-
struments. One of these percus-
sive instrumentalists is Edward 
Rakphongphairoj ’17. 

Rakphongphairoj has been 
a part of the orchestra since his 
junior year at Choate. He can be 
spotted in the back in his tuxedo 
and with his triangle. He said, 
“The triangle was an opportu-
nity that presented itself to me. 
I started picking it up when Sam 
Markowitz introduced it to me. 
Although I never predicted that I 
would be playing this instrument, 
the more time I spend practicing, 
the more I have realized the intri-
cacy of the metallic structure.” He 
added, “Contrary to what many 
people believe, the triangle is like 
every other instrument when you 
are learning it: it’s hard to play. 
But because I know how to read 
music, and have had some expe-
rience with music ensembles, the 
learning curve was not very high.” 

The triangle is often a forgot-
ten instrument in the orchestra. 
Some fail to recognize the quali-
ties that make it the very opposite 
of trivial. Rakphongphairoj joked, 
“Sometimes I even self-ridicule 
for playing the triangle in an or-
chestra with so many talented 
people. Some of my friends in the 
orchestra have told me they don’t 
know why I am there.” 

However, he said, although 
the impact may be small, the au-
dience does hear the occasional 

ring of the metal bars. He stated, 
“If anyone listens to the orches-
tra, they will hear the light sound 
resonating from somewhere in 
the back: That’s probably me 
on the triangle.” This is true of 
even the most famous orchestral 
recordings; once you know the 
sound, you will recognize it in al-
most every performance. He said, 
“The triangle produces a very high 
pitched ‘ding’ ringing sound. The 
tune is not produced from some 
instrument hidden in the closet, 
but rather a musician beating the 
triangular metal with a baton.” 
He shared a story, “After the or-
chestra’s performance at Carnegie 
Hall, an old lady personally came 
up to me and asked for my signa-
ture and a drawing of a triangle.”

On the other end of the spec-
trum is Heidi Lei ’20, a freshman 
who hails from Beijing. She has 
showcased her artistic expression 
in a school meeting, after which 
she received a standing ovation 

from both the faculty and stu-
dents. Lei’s instrument is known 
as the yangqin, which is the ham-
mered dulcimer, which translates 
to “acclaimed instrument.” She 
said, “When I was little I started to 
play the piano, but after a while, I 
wanted to play something differ-
ent, something that would con-
nect back to traditions in China. I 
chose the yangqin because of the 
difficulty and the uniqueness. It 
was one of the instruments that 
immediately caught my eye.” 

As Lei stepped on stage, it was 
evident that the instrument was 
different from others that we are 
accustomed to. The appearance 
is intricate and delicate; however, 
there are many layers that lie be-
neath the wooden exterior of the 
yangqin. Lei said, “There is a level 
of difficulty with every instru-
ment, but for me the yangqin is 
a mental challenge that I have to 
face every time I play. There are 
so many components to it, and it 

is so easy to mess up. The strings 
are positioned very closely to one 
another, so you have to be very ac-
curate when using the hammer.” 
Unlike the flawless sounds that 
come from the Chinese dulcimer, 
trying to play it is anything but 
smooth. Lei added, “Whenever I 
play the yangqin, it is a meditative 
time in which all I can do is focus 
on the instrument and the notes 
at hand.”

Overall, Lei stated, “Even 
when I struggle I enjoy it. The 
yangqin is actually a very beau-
tiful instrument; the sound is 
very clear and bright. It is very 
exciting to play because of the 
fast tempo of Chinese traditional 
music.” Anticipate Rakphong-
pairoj and Lei at future Choate 
events, orchestral performances, 
and recitals, honing their craft 
on their respective instruments.

Heidi Lei ’20 practices her yangqin, which translates to “acclaimed instrument” in Chinese. 

Photo by Pinn Chirathivat/The Choate News

Jeanne Malle may be reached at 
jmalle19@choate.edu

In today’s music, 
women are too 
often painted as sex 
objects — in lyrics and, 
especially, in music 
videos. 

Inc Thongthai  may be reached 
at pthongthai19@choate.edu

Music is one of most pow-
erful tools in the world. It can 
influence people’s minds, reso-
nate with them, and inspire 
hope, peacefulness, energy, and 
happiness. Unfortunately, in 
today’s society, that power has 
been abused. We have become 
desensitized to the objectifying 
nature that today’s top hits en-
tail.  In today’s music, women 
are too often painted as sex 
objects — in lyrics, and, espe-
cially, in music videos. 

I have always been aware 
that the objectification of wom-
en in music is present, but it 
never truly bothered me until 
recently. I was sitting on my 
bed listening to “iSpy” by KYLE 
when I stopped for a second and 
really thought about the mean-
ing of the lyrics I was listening 
to. Women were being called 
derogatory terms and the singer 
himself declared that he could 
have a woman because she 
“doesn’t get too many likes.” I 
stopped my music, turned to 
my roommate, and asked “Have 
you ever noticed how much 
women are objectified in mu-
sic? It’s disgusting.” She agreed 
with me, which helped, and yet I 
couldn’t let the feeling go. Don’t 
we all  play into the sexualizing 
and objectification of women?

If I were to hear the words 
of today’s rap and song lyr-
ics in the form of conversation 
between two people, I know I 
would be mortified. But, on the 
radio, shouted at SAC Dances, 
and blasting through my head-
phones, it seems as though I 
have grown up learning to ac-
cept it. 

The next time I really 
thought about this topic was 
when one of my favorite 
songs, “I’m the One,” by DJ 
Khaled was initially released. 
I searched “I’m the One” on 
YouTube, and his new mu-
sic video popped up. I was 
mortified by what I saw. In 
the first couple of scenes, a 
woman wearing only a bra 
and booty shorts rides up to a 
mansion on a horse; the next 
shot is a close-up of  another 
woman’s g-string-clad bot-
tom. The woman turns, and 
DJ Khaled and Justin Bieber 
are standing on platforms in 
a pool, surrounded by dancing 
women. That’s when  it really 

hit me—these woman virtually 
have no part in the meaning 
of this song. It’s completely 
about glorifying the men. The 
sole purpose of these women 
is to be objects of sex. Why has 
society accepted this when so 
many feminist movements are 
so strong? 

Songs such as “Pretty Girl” 
by Maggie Lindemann prove 
that it’s not just men contribut-
ing to sexism in music. In this 
song, Lindemann tries to estab-
lish herself as better than other 
women because she smokes 
and drinks. Gina Prince-By-
thewood, a director who inter-
viewed female singers about 
this topic for a film “Beyond 
the Lights,” told the Huffington 
Post, “I don’t think anyone en-
visioned themselves becoming 
famous and singing about, you 
know, getting high and drunk 
and sleeping with everybody. 
That’s not what you envision 
as a little girl.” She stated that 
the fear of failure, tied with not 
having a strong sense of self 
confidence, leads female artists 
to sexualize themselves unin-
tentionally. 

Sexualization in music is 
absolutely not a recent progres-
sion. Most people are familiar 
with the song “Blurred Lines” 
by Robin Thicke, which was 
climbed the charts in 2013. 
People did take much time to 

process the horrific meaning 
behind the song, but it contin-
ued to be popular anyway. The 
song goes far beyond the sexuli-
zation of women — its lyrics en-
tail sexual assault. The chorus 
goes, “But you’re a good girl/ 
The way you grab me/ must 
want to get nasty… I know you 
want it/ I know you want it/ I 
know you want it… I hate these 
blurred lines/ I know you want 
it/ I know you want it/ I know 
you want it.” The song contin-
ues describing sexual scenes 
in a derogatory manner. When 
this song came out, I listened to 
it and sang its lyrics. Although I 
was aware of its sexual manner, 
I never realized what it truly 
meant. 

Music has and continues 
to create amazing things, such 
as the recent spurt in music on 
the topic of black culture, dem-
onstrated by parts of Kendrick 
Lamar’s new album, DAMN. I 
am not trying to convey that to-
day’s music is inferior to music 
in the past. But the next time 
you turn on your workout play-
list or walk into a SAC Dance, 
just be aware of the lyrics you 
are running to and shouting. 
Do we really want our culture 
to be desensitized to the objec-
tification of women?

By Jeanne Malle ’19
Columnist

As my term abroad comes 
to a close, I feel as though 
I’ve seen a large majority of 
the trends in Beijing. Many of 
them do resemble the ones we 
have in the West, yet it’s the 
little and amazingly original 
ones that caught my eye. The 
permanently full subway al-
ways succeeds at introducing 
me to accessories and recur-
ring patterns of dress. The list 
of  unexpected things I have 
often spotted runs long.

I named my favorite sight-
ing the “lone curler.” In this 
situation, curler refers to a 
hair curler, for a more than ex-
pected amount of women of all 
ages in this city enjoy rolling 
a piece of hair onto an acces-
sory often seen in hair salons, 
which  tends to hang between 
the hairline and forehead. 

My next favorite is three-
dimensional barrettes. Often 
coming in the shape of a chick 
or fruit of some sort, these ac-
cessories are clipped onto hair 
to have a rather large object 
poking out of the head. I al-
most bought one, for they’re 
sold on numerous street cor-
ners!

Coming down to the clothing 
department, the following is less 
of a trend but just something tra-
ditional done by young couples 
in Beijing. This also exists in the 
other parts of China that I visit-
ed, and I’ve heard about it in oth-
er Asian countries, as well. Many 
people in new relationships like 
to coordinate outfits. Ranging 
from the same color or mate-
rial, to head to toe similarities, 
demonstrating your relationship 
status seems to be important to 
many. I find this trend especially 
interesting, since most students 
at Choate have a difficult time 
expressing any clear sign of de-
votion. 

My last observation com-
bines the common courtesy of 
any two people in a relationship, 
and fashion, or more how it af-
fects fashion. My teachers taught 
me that in Beijing men are ex-
pected to carry their girlfriend’s 
bags, and purses count as a bag. 
It can often be surprising for 
Westerners to see males carry-
ing a Chanel shoulder bag, but I 
soon realized it was out of cour-
tesy. Recently, while riding the 
subway with a classmate, I saw 
a man carrying a woman’s purse. 
Soon enough, his girlfriend 
turned around to reveal that she 
was carrying the same bag — a 
lovesick courtesy perhaps, but 
also the matching couples trend!                                                    

My experience looking for 
these trends has been so fun, 
and it has added to my un-
derstanding  of China. I never 
thought such small observa-
tions could turn out to  hold 
such joy.

By Simi Sachdeva  ’19
Staff Reporter
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Girls’ Lacrosse (12-3-0)
beats NMH, 14-10

Girls’ Tennis (2-9-0)
falls to Deerfield, 3-4

Boys’ Tennis (7-6-0)
falls to Andover, 3-4

Girls’ T&F (10-0-0)
Founder’s League, 2nd

Boys’ T&F (8-2-0)
Founder’s League, 5th

Boys’ Lacrosse (8-7-0)
beats Loomis, 17-10

Softball (1-9-0)
falls to Taft, 3-18

Saturday Games

Wednesday Games

Baseball (11-6-0)
falls to Loomis, 1-5

Boys’ Lacrosse (8-7-0)
falls to Hotchkiss, 11-14

Ultimate (2-6-0)
State Tournament, 1-3

Boys’ Golf (10-9-0)
falls to Suffield, 207-210

Girls’ Lacrosse (12-3-0)
falls to Taft, 4-15

Boys’ Tennis (7-6-0)
beats Hotchkiss, 5-2

Varsity Baseball Coach Doug James To Retire After 42 Years
By Joseph Coyne ’19

Copy Editor

Forty-two years ago, Cho-

ate hired a young football coach 

and English teacher, Mr. Doug-

las James.  At the end of this 

school year, he will retire after 

years of inspiring and teaching 

both in the classroom and on 

the athletic fields.  
Although he came to Choate 

as a football coach, Mr. James 

may be remembered by many 

for his work coaching the Var-

sity Baseball Team for the past 

seven years.  After being an as-

sistant coach on and off for 15 

years, Mr. James was named 

the head coach after the leg-

endary coach, Mr. Tom Yankus 

retired.  Since then, Mr. James 

and the other coaches have had 

to rebuild the program.  Instead 

of relying on PGs, they have 

been able to develop freshmen 

and sophomores into veterans 

who will lead the team.  

He said of his work, “We’re 

proud of the fact that we have 

a real program and a process. 

We’ve averaged fewer than 

one PG a year, but one or two 

is great.  We’ve done it with the 

right mix of old and young play-

ers.  The first couple years were 
hard, but in the last four years, 

we’ve been 61-24, and we’ve 

won two league championships. 

It’s a veteran, experienced team 

this year that is working hard 

and doing well.”  

As a three-sport athlete in 

high school and two-sport ath-

lete in  college, Mr. James has 

always had a love for sports 

and baseball in particular.  Of 

his love for baseball, he stated, 

“I always enjoyed baseball, 

whether it was coaching Little 

League kids or the Choate team 

or watching a game.” He later 

continued, “I’ve been a baseball 

player or a coach my entire life. 

It was always one or the other, 

sometimes both.”  

Baseball has been a life-

long game for Mr. James, and 

walking away from coaching 

will undoubtedly be difficult. 
“I love the daily grind of it all, 

the preparation, the detail, the 

strategy — trying to keep that 

to a minimum. Just the chance 

to be with young people, to get 

some exercise, to compete.  I 

will miss all of that. It’s not 

one big thing; it’s all those little 

things that make sports what 

they are and make sports a part 

of my average day, luckily for 

me,” said Mr. James on what 

he would miss the most about 

coaching. There is no doubt, 

though, that this is not the end 

of baseball for Mr. James.

Mr. James has always been 

known as a tough coach. The 

stories of his demanding style 

circulate the school, but what is 

known among players is that he 

demands the most because he 

wants the team to be the best 

they can be.  Despite the tough 

coaching style, the players know 

that he does it to make them 

better.  Jack Fuchs ’18 support-

ed this saying, “Doug is unlike 

any other coach I have had. I 

don’t think there is a coach that 

loves the game as much if not 

more than his players. He is al-

ways full of energy even at his 

age and is always trying to win, 

no matter the game. As much 

as he may irritate many play-

ers, I think we all know deep 

down that he loves us and only 

wants the best.”  Captain of the 

team Jake MacKenzie ’17 sim-

ply described Mr. James as a 

“character who will be missed.” 

Will Eichhorn ‘19 said, “Coach 

James’ great attitude, positiv-

ity, and sincerity has given the 

team a great experience. Coach 

brings knowledge and competi-

tiveness that has brought the 

team to success. The team will 

miss Coach James a lot when 

he retires after this season.”  

Although he won’t be going too 

far, as he still has a son on the 

team, Mr. James will certainly 

be missed.

When asked what his favor-

ite memory of his time coach-

ing at Choate, Mr. James said, 

“I don’t really have individual 

ones because there are so many 

good ones.  The Choate commu-

nity is academic, artistic, and 

athletic.  It is an incredible mix 

and balance of those things, 

and my memories are caught up 

in all of those, together often.  I 

have been a part of some won-

derful teams, but what’s won-

derful and special is how intel-

ligent and hard-working the 

Choate athletes are.  To work 

with kids who get it and will 

try new things and are smart 

enough and ambitious, that is a 

wonderful opportunity.”

It is obvious that Mr. James 

loves both his teams and base-

ball as a sport, and it will be 

very difficult to replace the 
presence and wisedom of the 

42-year veteran and legendary 

figure in Choate athletics. 

Coach James celebrating a big win with Tyler Daly ’17.

Photo Courtesy of The Archives

Joseph Coyne may be reached at 
jcoyne19@choate.edu

I don’t think there is 
a coach that loves the 
game as much if not 
more than his players.

Jack Terreri-Fuchs ’18

SEN IOR FAR EW ELLS: ABBY BL AIR A N D CHR IS BIRCH

By Cici Curran ’20
Staff Reporter

When thinking of a tri-var-

sity athlete, most imagine a su-

per athlete oozing with natural 

talent. For Connecticut native 

Abby Blair ’17, she doesn’t ex-

actly fit the mold. Blair’s ath-

letic career at Choate has taken 

all sorts of twists and turns, 

but she’s learned her fair share 

of lessons throughout her time 

here at Choate.

Brought to Choate because 

of the combination of Coach 

Aliya Cox, Blair had humble ath-

letic beginnings. Blair mentions, 

“For volleyball, I was new to the 

sport, so I was thirds my fresh-

man year.” In addition to being 

on Thirds, she was also a swing 

player between JV and Varsity 

basketball her first year. But for 
track, Blair has always been on 

varsity. A captain of track and 

field her junior and senior years, 
she has thrived on the track.

Blair ended her volleyball 

career at Choate with a NEPSAC 

Championship, but she wasn’t 

always winning hardware. As 

mentioned before, she started on 

Thirds, but she didn’t let her lack 

of  experience deter her: “I was 

JV my sophomore year and then 

varsity for my last two years.” She 

recalls how moving up the volley-

ball ladder taught her an impor-

tant lesson: “Try as hard as you 

can not to let yourself down, and 

know that if you really like the 

sport, then you will naturally be 

willing to work hard.” Needless to 

say, Blair took the advice to heart 

in all of her sports.

For basketball, Blair ob-

tained a spot on the varsity 

team by her sophomore year. 

Ending with a NEPSAC Final-

ists Trophy, she ended her 

career just as well as in volley-

ball. Blair noted how basketball 

helped her realize the impor-

tance of team chemistry. She 

mentioned, “When people work 

really well together, sometimes 

that’s more important than the 

individual skill of each person 

on that team. For basketball, 

we had a lot of individual talent 

that didn’t quite mesh this year 

. . . we didn’t quite get there (to 

the championship). I think we 

could’ve if we had another year 

to bond as a group.”

As a two-year captain of the 

track team, Blair’s learned the 

importance of recognizing ev-

erybody’s differences as a way 

to unite a team. Blair stated: 

“It’s been amazing to be part 

of such a diverse team. That’s 

helped me learn how to be 

part of a larger group and work 

with everyone.”

Overall, Blair said, “It’s been 

really fun to play three sports 

that are really different. A com-

mon thing between the three 

of them is respect: How to re-

spect your teammates, how to 

respect your coaches, and how 

to respect players on the other 

team. I think that’s taught me 

a lot and is a good life lesson in 

general.”

Moving on to Colgate Uni-

versity, Blair was not recruited 

for any sports, but hopes to be 

a “walk on” for the track team. 

While she says the life of a tri-

varsity athlete has been diffi-

cult at times, Blair said, “I’m 

going to miss it so much. Each 

sport I love for different rea-

sons, mainly for the bonds you 

make with your teammates and 

the people you wouldn’t get a 

chance to know otherwise.”

Blair’s love of athletics 

has certainly made an impact 

on the school during her time 

here. The leadership and dedi-

cation she brings to each prac-

tice and game will be sorely 

missed, but not forgotten in 

the coming years.

Abby Blair ’17 leaps to hit against Taft this past fall.
Photo courtesy of Abby Blair

By Joseph Coyne ’19
Copy Editor

Chris Birch ’17: social activist, 

campus leader, and awarded ath-

lete.  At Choate, he has expanded 

into many different fields, becom-

ing one of the most well-known 

and liked people on campus. One 

of the fields that he has had a lot of 
success in is athletics. During his 

time playing on the Boys’ Varsity 

Soccer team and Varsity Baseball 

team, Birch has been an encour-

aging and inspiring presence, 

both in his roles on the field and 
in the “bench-mob.”  

For anyone playing multiple 

varsity sports at Choate, athletics 

will play a major role in their ex-

perience.  The time commitment 

demanded of a varsity athlete, the 

physical toll on the body, and the 

numerous friendships born out of 

competition all contribute to the 

experience. The same is true for 

Birch.  He said of how sports have 

affected his Choate experience, “I 

have gotten to know a lot of people 

who I wouldn’t normally have in-

teracted with.  A lot of the guys on 

either team are people that I don’t 

cross paths with normally, but 

I’ve gotten to know really well.” 

He continued, “Sports have been 

something to look forward to.  A 

long class day might get monoto-

nous, but sports always managed 

to break that.”

When thinking of his favorite 

memories at Choate, Birch had a 

lot to pick from.  He recalled his 

favorite memories, “Anything that 

Mr. Doug James has said to me 

during my time.  Also, one time 

in soccer practice last year when 

Coach Fuentes nutmegged Coach 

Molnar (put the ball through his 

legs).  We just all went berserk.  It 

was probably one of the funniest 

moments I have experienced.”  

Despite athletic success at 

Choate, Birch said that his play-

ing career will most likely end at 

the end of this baseball season.  

When asked whether his athletic 

career will continue into college, 

Birch said, “It’s unlikely.  I am go-

ing to the University of Chicago, 

but their baseball team is not the 

best, so there is an outside chance 

of me doing that.”   

While sports were never 

Birch’s main focus while here 

at Choate, the memories he will 

take away when he graduates this 

spring are irreplaceable, and the 

experience he had as a Choate 

Wild Boar will always stand out 

when looking back on his athletic 

career here at Choate.

Cici Curran may be reached at 
ccurran20@choate.edu

Joseph Coyne may be reached at 
jcoyne19@choate.edu

Chris Birch ’17 takes a heavy cut and knocks the ball into play.
Photo courtesy of Chris Birch 

Boys’ Volleyball (6-4-0)
falls in Semis to NMH, 0-3

Boys’ Crew (4-1-0)
1st of 3 teams

Girls’ Crew (4-1-0)
1ST of 3 teams

Sailing (8-2-0)
1st of 4 teams

Girls’ Water Polo (8-11-0)
beats Exeter, Suffield

Girls’ Tennis (2-9-0)
falls to Taft, 2-7

Girls’ Water Polo (8-11-0)
falls to Williston, 4-9

Sailing (8-2-0)
beats The Sound School


