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Mixing It Up
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Noah Hastings ’15 and Bella Crane ’15 interviewed investigative journalist Bob Woodward as part of the school-wide special program that occurred 

on Tuesday,  April 28. Woodward discussed topics such as the role of the media in the government,  American foreign policy,  and international politics. 
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 Headmaster Dr. Alex Curtis stands with 2015 Alumni Award recipients Peter C. Goldmark, Jr. 

’58, Margaret “Peggy” Brim Bewkes ’69 and Alumni Association President Patrick McCurdy ’98. 

JOURNALIST BOB WOODWARD VISITS CAMPUS, 
EXAMINES MEDIA, POLITICS, AND LEADERSHIP

MINIMUM WAGE 
INCREASED FOR 

EMPLOYEES

By Haley CHang ’18 
News Staff Reporter

GOLDMARK, JR. ’58 AND BEWKES ’69 
HONORED WITH ALUMNI AWARDS

By luCas Ferrer ’17 
Copy Editor

See MINIMUM WAGE, page 2

See ALUMNI AWARDS, page 3

The Choate Rosemary Hall 

community recently convened at 

an all school meeting on Wednes-

day, April 22 to honor the recipi-

ents of the 2015 Alumni Awards. 

After an introduction by the Pat-

rick McCurdy ‘98, the President of 

the Choate Rosemary Hall Alumni 

Association, Headmaster Dr. Alex 

Curtis read the citations for this 

year’s recipients before handing 

them their awards. This year’s 

honorees were Peter C. Goldmark, 

Jr. ’58 and Margaret “Peggy” 

Brim Bewkes ’69. 

Prior to the merging of the 

Choate School and Rosemary Hall, 

each institution gave its own alumni 

awards. The Choate School award-

ed the Alumni Seal Prize, which was 

first given to then-Congressman 

John F. Kennedy ’35 in 1958. Rose-

mary Hall gave the Rosemary Hall 

Alumnae Award, which was first 

was presented to the notable pedia-

trician Elizabeth Chittenden Lowry 

’27 in 1965. After the merging of 

the awards, it was renamed, “The 

Alumni Award.” Monica St. James, 

the Director of Alumni Relations, 

elaborated on the history of the 

award: “Since 1958, the award has 

been given each year, except for one 

or two, where there was no recipi-

ent. It was awarded posthumously 

Paula Loyd ’90 for her service to the 

United States in the Armed Forces. 

The Award is given to alumni in 

recognition for what they have done 

in their professional life. We’ve 

had notable statesmen, including 

the Governor of Minnesota; ac-

tors and actresses, including Paul 

Giamatti; scientists; a Nobel Prize 

recipient; and humanitarians and 

philanthropists.” When deciding 

on the recipients for the Alumni 

Award, the Board of Trustees turns 

to the Alumni Nominating and Prize 

Committee. Ms. St. James noted, 

“The Alumni Nominating and Prize 

Committee looks at an initial slate 

and culls it down to the two alumni 

that will be honored that year. One 

of the primary goals of the commit-

tee is to recognize people in as many 

fields as possible. For example, 

because the actor Paul Giamatti was 

honored two years ago, it is unlikely 

that there will be another actor for a 

few years.”

The first recipient of this year’s 
Alumni Award was Peter C. Gold-

mark, Jr. ’58, a graduate of the 

Choate School, who then went on 

to study at Harvard University. Mr. 

Goldmark served as the Massachu-

setts Secretary of Human Services, 

the New York State Budget Direc-

tor, the Executive Director of the 

See BOB WOODWARD, page 2

T h e  C h o a t e  c o m m u n i t y 

erupted in applause after Mr. 

Bob Woodward concluded his 

talk to the entire school during 

a special program on Tuesday, 

April 28. In his speech, titled 

“Government, Politics, and the 

Role of Leadership: Over Forty 

Years of Investigative Journal-

ism,” Mr. Woodward, one of 

the country’s top investigative 

reporters, recounted his various 

journalistic affairs, especially his 

crucial involvement in the discov-

ery of a secret slush fund that led 

to the impeachment of President 

Richard Nixon in 1974.

Mr. Woodward is a Pulitzer 

Prize-winning journalist, au-

thor, and Associate Editor of the 

Washington Post. In 1973, he 

earned his status as one of the 

most respected figures in Ameri-
can journalism for his coverage 

of the Watergate scandal. Mr. 

Woodward was working as a 

reporter when he was informed 

of a burglary at the Democratic 

National Committee headquar-

ters at the Watergate complex 

in Washington, D.C. With his 

colleague Carl Bernstein, Mr. 

Woodward eventually connected 

the break-in to the highest levels 

of the Nixon administration. 

In addition to his career 

with the Washington Post, Mr. 

Woodward has authored or co-

authored seventeen books on 

previously hidden aspects of 

American life, all of which have 

been national bestsellers. Ellie 

Latham ’18 commented, “I came 

in being so excited about what 

Mr. Woodward was going to say 

about the Watergate scandal. 

Although I wished he had talked a 

little more about how he had dis-

covered Watergate, his general 

comments about recent political 

events were very interesting. He 

was just so engaging—I could 

understand how he could get 

people to talk about things that 

they weren’t supposed to.” 

Mr. Woodward interacted 

with many students and faculty 

throughout the day. During the 

afternoon, he sat down in the Hu-

manities Rotunda to answer ques-

tions from a number of classes, as 

well as other students who came 

to listen. He attended a reception 

dinner at the Sally Hart Lodge, 

where he conversed with invited 

students and faculty. After the 

special program, Mr. Woodward 

answered questions in the PMAC 

lobby from inquiring students. 

Mrs. Amy Foster, HPRSS 

teacher and Department Head, 

said, “Throughout the day, I 

was impressed not just at Mr. 

Woodward’s fascinating stories, 

but also at his willingness to com-

municate and interact with the 

students. During his conversa-

tion with the students, he would 

ask them questions in return, and 

try to understand what was on 

their minds. I felt—and I think 

this also came across in the lec-

ture—that he was very down to 

earth and approachable. I don’t 

think I’ve seen so many students 

lining up to ask questions during 

one of those events.”

Regarding the selection pro-

cess of the speakers for the Thal-

heimer Educator in Residence 

program, Mr. Joel Backon, a 

history teacher who usually coor-

dinates these events, explained, 

“I normally ask my colleagues 

and the speaker program com-

mittee for people who they think 

would be good to visit Choate. 

Also, since many of our speakers 

are sponsored by endowment 

funds, the speakers have to fit 

the requirements of the donors.” 

He continued, “For this special 

program, I searched for a person 

who is vastly involved in world 

affairs, and preferably a person 

who has some expertise in the 

Middle East. After consulting 

with an agency called Washing-

ton Speakers Bureau, I thought it 

would be for the best if we were to 

invite Mr. Bob Woodward to talk 

about Watergate.”

“I think the lecture oper-

ated in two levels,” observed his-

tory teacher Mr. Richard Stewart. 

“On one level, the lecture was 

oriented towards journalism and 

writing; Woodward is a person 

who knows as much about jour-

nalism as anybody in the world. 

And as a journalist, Woodward is 

interested in the process of break-

ing down barriers and getting 

people to give him information 

that they might not want to give.”

Mr. Stewart continued, “I 

think he did a good job of ex-

plaining what high-level journal-

ism entails, and more generally, 

what a good writer should do. 

He brought into the discussion 

not just how journalists write, 

According to the Living 

Wage Calculator, developed 

by the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology, the living wage 

for a single adult in the state of 

Connecticut is $10.68 per hour. 

A living wage is the minimum 

income necessary for a worker to 

meet his or her basic needs, such 

as food, clothing, and housing. In 

Connecticut, the minimum wage 

stands $1.53 below that, at $9.15 

an hour. Employees who work 

at Choate under contracts with 

SAGE Dining Services and ABM 

Facility Services—the people 

who cook the school’s food and 

clean its buildings—will now be 

one step closer to earning a living 

wage. Effective September 1, the 

start of the next budget cycle, 

part-time and full-time employ-

ees will earn at least $10.50 per 

hour, $1.35 above Connecticut’s 

minimum wage. 

The decision to increase the 

minimum wage will not affect every 

SAGE and ABM employee. Those 

who earn less than $10.50/hour will 

see their salaries raised to $10.50/

hour. But those who already earn 

above $10.50/hour will continue 

at their current wage. The change 

will affect 42 employees, 28 who 

work for SAGE and 14 who work 

for ABM. According to Mr. Michael 

Proulx, Assistant Director of SAGE 

Dining Services, the raise will affect 

around 20% of SAGE employees. 

Future hires for both companies 

will begin at the $10.50 benchmark.

“I always wanted to bring 

up the issue and let the Choate 

administration know what I 

thought was right,” said Mr. 

Will Minter, a Chinese teacher 

and the main force behind the 

change. Last Wednesday, May 6, 

Mr. Minter gave a talk at a school 

meeting, announcing the change 

and arguing for its necessity. 

Mr. Minter says that he began 

to care about minimum-wage 

jobs after watching the movie “A 

Place at the Table,” a requirement 

of Choate’s service day last fall. 

The documentary reports that ev-

ery day 25% of Americans do not 

know where their next meal will 

come from, even though many 

of them are employed. For those 

people, they can’t eat because 

their jobs don’t pay them enough 

to afford groceries. 

Additionally, Mr. Minter’s 

wife, Ms. Leah Russell, works as 

an employment specialist in a lo-

cal refugee resettlement center, 

trying to find jobs for refugees 

from war-torn countries such 

as Afghanistan and Iraq. Mr. 

Minter has repeatedly watched 

his wife’s clients struggle to buy 

themselves and their families 

food, even as they work new jobs. 

Mr. Minter realized that similar 

hardship existed all around him. 

“The kinds of jobs that I hear about 

every day are exactly the same as 

the jobs right here. There’s very 

little difference between working 

as a hotel worker or dish washer in 

New Haven and working for SAGE 

or ABM at Choate,” said Mr. Minter. 

By saloni Jaiswal ’16 
News Editor
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MS. VELMA DEAN TO RETIRE 
AF TER AN INDUSTRIOUS 22 YEARS

FOURT H AND FIF T H FORMERS 
TO BE IN T EGRAT ED IN DORMS

By ViCtoria li ’16 
News Staff Reporter
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Beginning in the 2015 - 2016 school year, Bernhard House, among other dorms, will house both fourth 

and fifth formers. The integration is a part of a larger plan to strengthen adviser-student relationships.

After 22 years of passionate 

teaching at Choate, current math 

teacher Ms. Velma Dean will retire 

after the 2014-2015 school year.

In the fall, Ms. Dean offi-

cially announced her retirement. 

Ms. Dean remarked, “Once I 

made the decision, I was abso-

lutely sure. There is something 

good about leaving the game 

when you’re still having fun. I 

feel lucky to be able to finish up 

my teaching career just being a 

math teacher.” Clearly still en-

joying herself and contributing 

to the Choate community, Ms. 

Dean will be missed by many 

students and faculty members. 

Ms. Dean began teaching 

at Choate in 1993. She recalled, 

“One of the things that attracted 

me to Choate is that the aca-

demic program is the most im-

portant thing.” Energized about 

the manner in which Choate ran 

itself, Ms. Dean hit the ground 

running as Head of the Math 

Department. For nine years, Ms. 

Dean kept busy by helping the 

math department run smoothly 

while teaching two classes of 

Honors Geometry. 

In 2002, Ms. Dean became 

a form dean and held this posi-

tion for nine years. Excited to 

be called Dean Dean, Ms. Dean 

advised the graduating classes 

of 2005, 2008, and 2011. At one 

point, Ms. Dean was also the 

Assistant Thirds’ Basketball 

Coach and says that experience 

was “one of the most fun things 

I have done at Choate.” 

Ms. Dean may have great 

experience working in a host 

of areas of Choate, but she has 

always been a dedicated math 

teacher. Since 2011, she has 

regularly taught four classes, 

primarily Honors Geometry and 

By VarsHini Kumar ’17 
Copy Editor

Algebra II Accelerated. “When I 

go into my classroom and close 

the door, it’s just me and my kids. 

That’s the way I like it to be,” 

said Ms. Dean. 

Previously spending her 

free time in the Teaching and 

Learning Center to help enhance 

students’ learning experiences, 

Ms. Dean genuinely has a pas-

sion for teaching, a passion 

that undoubtedly improves her 

performance in the classroom. 

In addition, many of her students 

and colleagues regard Ms. Dean 

as a naturally helpful person, 

always eager to educate those 

around her. 

Lauren Lamb ’17, one of Ms. 

Dean’s former Algebra II Accel-

erated student, remembers her 

teacher as “one of the sweetest 

teachers I’ve had. She was so 

nice in class and especially when 

we went to extra help. Her door 

was always open.” 

After contributing to the 

Choate community for over two 

decades, Ms. Dean says that what 

she will miss the most after leav-

ing is her students. “The most im-

portant things for me at Choate 

are the kids. The most meaning-

ful things have happened in the 

classroom,” reflected Ms. Dean. 
She will also miss the autonomy 

and freedom that she possesses 

in the classroom when working 

with students. 

A colleague of Ms. Dean for 

thirteen years, fellow math teacher 

Ms. Kristen Schaefer noted, “Ms. 

Dean is an incredibly supportive 

faculty member to her colleagues 

in the math department.” 

Ms. Schaefer also works 

with Ms. Dean as an adviser to 

third form girls in Squire Stanley 

House. Ms. Schaefer went on, 

“I depend on her for guidance 

and expertise when dealing with 

some of the more challenging 

cases that come up. She is great 

at tackling tough roommate 

situations and other issues that 

come up in the dorm—that’s 

probably the part I will miss most 

about her. Ms. Dean is a very 

positive and upbeat person, but 

always keeps things that happen 

in perspective.” 

Originally drawn to Squire’s 

old and aesthetic presence and 

size,  Ms. Dean has lived in 

Squire for over a decade. Ms. 

Dean claims that she loves work-

ing with third formers, both 

in the dorm and in her Honors 

Geometry sections—“I love their 

energy and their curiosity.”

Before coming to Choate, 

Ms. Dean attended The Univer-

sity of Louisiana at Lafayette, 

where she earned her bach-

elor’s degree. She later earned 

her master’s degree at Smith 

College. After working as a 

computer programmer at the 

University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, Ms. Dean simply re-

alized that teaching was “what I 

was absolutely meant to do.” For 

twenty-four years, she taught in 

public schools.

After leaving Choate, Ms. 

Dean hopes to spend most of 

her time at her home in San 

Francisco. However, she will not 

be tied down to California: Ms. 

Dean loves travelling and plans 

to continue travelling in the 

future. Because she has always 

been fascinated with the Cyrillic 

alphabet, Ms. Dean also hopes to 

study Russian. Additionally, Ms. 

Dean plans on catching up on old 

hobbies, such as bird watching 

and playing the violin.

Ms. Dean has been an influ-

ential and significant member on 

campus for decades. Her affabil-

ity, dedication to the school, and 

genuine support for her students 

and colleagues will form the 

foundation of the deep legacy 

she leaves behind. 
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After inspiring students and faculty for 22 years, Ms. Velma Dean will retire at the end of this school year. 

As a part of Choate’s Stra-

tegic Plan, the Choate admin-

istration decided to reexamine 

the current advising system and 

improve Choate students’ experi-

ence in residential life. Starting 

in the fall of 2015, all fourth and 

fifth form dorms will turn into 

mixed-form dorms, housing 

students of both fourth and fifth 
forms. The only exception to this 

new plan will be Chapel House, 

which will only house fifth form 
girls. Third form and sixth form 

housing will remain uniform for 

the next school year. The new 

dorm plan is the result of multiple 

years of discussion among Cho-

ate’s senior administration, in-

cluding the Dean of Students and 

the Director of Residential Life. 

The idea to integrate fourth 

and fifth formers was initially 

proposed in 2006 during the 

construction of Bernhard and 

Tenney dorms, but at the time, 

the idea was decided against. 

According to Mr. Will Morris, 

the Associate Dean of Students 

and Director of Residential Life, 

former Director of Residential 

Life Ms. Amy Salot firmly kept 

the idea in mind until the Task 

Force on Community, chaired 

by Mr. Daniel Courcey and Ms. 

Ellen Devine, came along dur-

ing the 2011 – 2012 school year 

and issued a number of recom-

mendations, one of which was 

to consider a move to multi-year 

advising. As a result, the idea 

was implemented into the cur-

rent Strategic Plan. Mr. Morris 

consulted with the faculty com-

mittee, the deans, the Parents 

Advisory Council and with sever-

al students on an informal basis. 

Following these consultations, 

Mr. Morris brought up the idea 

to Mr. James Stanley, the Dean 

of Students, who welcomed the 

idea of having multi-year advis-

ing by integrating fourth and 

fifth formers in dorms. 

For Choate’s residential 

community, the change will 

affect a significant number of 

students on campus: six out of 

Minimum Wage
Continued from Page 1

the twelve current fourth and 

fifth form dorms will make the 

change from a uniform dorm 

to a mixed-form dorm for the 

upcoming school year. Other 

dorms, such as Hall, Spencer, 

Clinton-Knight, and McCook 

have already integrated fourth 

and fifth form students. Accord-

ing to Mr. Morris, “The move 

next year to integrate our junior 

and sophomore houses is really a 

first step toward trying to facili-

tate longer relationships not only 

between advisers and students, 

but also between the students 

themselves. We are also trying to 

promote a sense of dorm culture 

that will carry from year to year.”

The administration arrived 

at this priority from a number 

of angles, including listening 

to Choate’s strategic planning 

process, consulting the Parents 

Advisory Council in February, 

and discussing the issue with 

Choate’s faculty. 

In the school’s Strategic 

Plan, Choate seeks to “capital-

ize the abundance of existing 

student groups (e.g., dorms) 

to bolster active engagement in 

campus life.” Mr. Nicholas Mol-

nar, a math teacher and faculty 

adviser of the prefect program 

at Choate, pointed out, “Choate 

has a mixture in our academic 

spaces, in our athletic fields, on 

the stage in the arts department, 

and in music ensembles, but the 

majority of houses on campus 

have remained uniform. It’s 

more in line with our mission 

to associate younger students 

with older students.” Mr. Molnar 

also noted that the potential to 

group younger students with 

older students also exists in 

residential life, and he hopes 

that the integration of fourth and 

fifth formers will be improve the 

residential life system at Choate. 

A m o n g  C h o a t e ’ s  p e e r 

schools,  many have already 

adopted the mixed-form dor-

mitory system. Schools such 

as the Lawrenceville School, 

the Loomis Chaffee School, 

and Phillips Academy Andover 

have implemented this housing 

system for many years. Morris 

noted, “It helped us to see we 

were a little bit out of sync with 

what we should be doing.”

Rising prefect Michelle Lo-

pez ’16, who has lived in both a 

mixed-form dorm and a uniform 

dorm during her time at Choate, 

said, “The change means an 

easier transition for lowerclass-

men, a support system as a dorm, 

and the ability to create more 

friendships. I think it’s going to 

create a balance. Once you have 

a bonded dorm, it’s very easy to 

respect one another’s opinions.”

“It’s nice to have the op-

tion to live with girls and boys 

in your own grade, but I don’t 

think there’s going to be a lot 

of pushback for the change,” 

current West Wing prefect Amy 

Qu ’15 said. “In a mixed dorm 

it’s harder for prefects to enforce 

the stricter rules for the younger 

form, so I think it’s definitely go-

ing to be a lot tougher to draw the 

line between sophomore rules 

and junior rules.” 

According to Ms. Mary Eliz-

abeth Williams, a Latin teacher 

and another faculty adviser of 

Choate’s prefect program, “It’s 

the depth of the relationship that 

really helps. Sophomores can 

relieve some pressure for fifth 

formers, and fifth formers can 

also demonstrate to the fourth 

formers what’s coming up in the 

future. I think it’s a nice back-

and-forth relationship.” 

According to Mr. Morris, 

future changes pertaining to 

housing and dormitory situa-

tions may depend on interests 

expressed by students through 

the housing lottery in May. 

Mr. Molnar concluded, “If 

the administration is serious 

about this working, it needs 

to make a better effort to offer 

equal housing options across 

the board. Even the illusion of 

parity, or even an effort that the 

administration has taken toward 

housing equality, would be a step 

in the right direction.” Overall, 

Mr. Molnar believes that the 

integration of fourth and fifth 

formers will be effective and is 

the best first step to take in pro-

viding equal housing options.

Bob Woodward
Continued from Page 1

but also how the students can 

write to perfect their work. On 

another level, the lecture had 

vast historical context to it. His 

body of work is one of the most 

impressive achievements in the 

history of journalism. He has 

covered major events such as 

Watergate, the Iran-Contra af-

fair, Clinton’s presidency, Bush’s 

wars, and Obama’s struggles 

with Congress, and through 

this, he has helped the public 

and future historians to better 

understand those events. The 

quality of his history was good, 

but I wished that he could have 

focused more on the events that 

he has covered as he developed 

his larger theme of leadership. 

Regardless, we brought a major 

figure to the campus to interact 

with our students and faculty, 

and he did an excellent job in 

doing so.”

Several students expressed 

their views after Mr. Wood-

ward’s lecture. “I thought the 

lecture was incredible. It was 

very impressive and shocking 

that Choate was able to get Bob 

Woodward, an American icon. 

I thought that he was very per-

sonable, which is a trait that can 

sometimes get lost in journal-

ism,” said Sofia Hernandez ’15.
Sam Harney ’15 expressed 

similar sentiments: “Investiga-

tive journalism, I believe, is a 

dying field because with technol-

ogy, anybody can be a journalist. 

The fact that he is still continuing 

his work in bringing the truth—

the deep truth in the heart of the 

matter—to the American people 

and the world is very inspiring, 

and I think his speech gave stu-

dents a good insight into the field 

of journalism.”

Several months ago, without 

informing students or his col-

leagues, Mr. Minter e-mailed 

Headmaster Dr. Alex Curtis to 

ask if something might be done. 

Soon, Mr. Minter found himself 

working with the senior officers 

of Choate’s administration, 

including Dr. Curtis, on ways to 

solve the issue. 

“Throughout this process, I 

made sure that what I was present-

ing to Alex Curtis and the senior 

officers was in fact, very real, and 
that my perspective matched that 

of the workers,” said Mr. Minter, 

adding that Dr. Curtis and the 

senior officers were immediately 
receptive to the issue. 

After announcing the change 

at last Wednesday’s school meet-

ing, Mr. Minter invited SAGE 

worker Robert Jackson on stage 

to tell his story. At 17, Mr. Jack-

son began working part-time 

in Choate’s dining hall, to help 

support his family. He did not 

intend to stay long. But his family 

continued to need his financial 

support. Mr. Jackson’s part-

time job became full-time, and 

only now, four years later, will 

Mr. Jackson be able to leave the 

school and begin college.

 Part of the reason for the public 

announcement, Mr. Minter said, 

was to encourage the school to keep 

fighting for these workers. “There’s 
only so much that I, as one person, 

can do in terms of suggesting and 

lobbying,” he said. “I thought that 

if as a community we could all 

demand these improvements, it 

would be a lot easier for the school 

administration to move on it.” 

Mr. Minter acknowledged 

that the change could disrupt 

the school’s finances. He noted 

that the impending raises could 

precipitate cuts in other areas of 

the school’s budget, including 

others’ salaries, and  that it could 

trigger an increase in tuition fees 

or a renegotiation of the school’s 

contracts with SAGE and ABM.  

Mr. Minter, who will leave 

Choate this year (“My plans for 

the future are still under construc-

tion,” he said), hopes that the 

school will eventually raise the 

wages of these employees even 

higher than $10.50/hour. The new 

wage is still 18 cents off the M.I.T. 

proposed standard. 

Dr. Curtis praised Mr. Mint-

er’s work. “For Mr. Minter, who 

has been a wonderful member of 

our community, I think this is a 

legacy that he leaves, and I think 

his speech really pointed to that. 

Not everyone knew what he has 

been working on for nearly a year, 

and I don’t think he wants credit 

for that. However, I think he would 

want to make sure that the work 

isn’t lost, and I think he deserves 

credit even though he didn’t ask 

for it,” said Dr. Curtis. 

Part-time SAGE employee 

Mrs. Anita Patel is thankful for 

the raise, but acknowledges that it 

may not be enough to make ends 

meet. Mrs. Patel joined Choate’s 

dining staff seven years ago as 

a full-time employee with ARA-

MARK, Choate’s former dining 

service. When SAGE took over 

last summer, Mrs. Patel lost her 

full-time position and became a 

part-time employee. As a result, 

she also lost her health insurance, 

a benefit the company only gives 
to full-time employees. Mrs. Patel 

has had to work another part-time 

job in Wallingford to support her 

family, which includes her hus-

band, a daughter, two sons, and 

two daughters-in-law. 

“The raise will help me, but not 

that much,” Ms. Patel said. “One 

thing SAGE can do is to give regu-

lar employees more hours and give 

insurance. But I stay here because I 

love this place a lot and Choate kids 

are a part of my heart.” 

Like Ms. Patel, Mr. Minter 

understands that the issue he has 

uncovered is not only about money. 

“These workers are not protected in 

many ways,” he said. “They do not 

have any form of protection if they 

do something wrong.  It’s a stability 

issue. This is also about respect.”

Mr. Minter went on, “In our 

community, we have many in-

visible barriers between people. 

The largest invisible barrier is, 

on one side, the students and fac-

ulty, and on the other side, ABM 

and SAGE workers. We live and 

work in the same place as each 

other, yet we don’t know each 

other. That is a barrier that is 

unhealthy for our community.”

“These workers are 
not protected in many 

ways. It’s a stability 
issue. This is also about 

respect.” 
– Mr. Will Minter
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Choate Welcomes Spring 
with 28th Annual Festival 

Alumni Awards
Continued from Page 1

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONVENES 
FOR ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

CHOATE NAMES PROGRAM IN 
HONOR OF ANDY B. NOEL III

In honor of Andrew “Andy” 

B. Noel III, Choate’s Walling-

ford Scholars Program was of-

ficially renamed the Andrew B. 

Noel III Wallingford Scholars 

Program. The change officially 

occurred on April 9, 2015. Mr. 

Noel passed away on January 

21, after a strong five-year battle 
against cancer. In recognition of 

Mr. Noel’s dedication to the Cho-

ate community, Headmaster Alex 

D. Curtis remarked, “In his work 

here at school, Andy consistently 

maintained high standards while 

sharing his deep humanity with 

everyone he encountered. Good 

judgment, tenacity, and kindness 

were paramount in his work. He 

has shepherded and encouraged 

hundreds of students and parents 

through the details of admission 

and financial aid, making a com-

plicated process feel a little easier 

and a lot more human.”

In light of Mr. Noel’s remark-

able character and good deeds, 

the Noel-Wallingford Scholars 

Program has taken on a greater 

meaning in honor of Mr. Noel, 

who lived life in both Choate and 

the local community. Formerly 

known as the Wallingford Schol-

ars Program, the program was 

created as a partnership between 

the town and the school. The pro-

gram supports students of Wall-

ingford enrolling at Choate who 

have distinguished themselves 

with outstanding potential in 

various realms, such as academic 

excellence, character, and leader-

ship. In addition to providing 

support during the school year, the 

Noel-Wallingford Scholars Pro-

gram gives a summer stipend for 

students, which they may use to 

participate in summer programs, 

internships, or any other educa-

tional endeavors. The program 

is a way for Choate students to 

show commitment to their town 

and has become something to 

strive toward for those applicants 

residing in Wallingford. 

Mr. Andy Noel joined Choate 

in 2000, quickly establishing him-

self as a dedicated and inspiring 

faculty member. Mr. Noel has pre-

viously worked at several boarding 

schools, including the Cardigan 

Mountain School in Canaan, New 

Hampshire, and Salisbury School 

in Salisbury, Connecticut.

Mr. Ray Diffley, Director of 
Admission, said, “I’d never met 

anybody who was always willing 

to see positive in any situation 

and be willing to work to have the 

highest values and not sacrifice 
those values for anything. He was 

an incredible representative of 

what Choate stands for in terms 

By Jun Jang ’17 
News Staff Reporter

of character and education. He 

added, “I am proud of the way he 

lived his life and I am inspired by 

the legacy he left behind.” 

Sitara Zoberi ‘15, the former 

captain of Choate’s debate team, 

entered the school as a freshman 

day student and a Wallingford 

Scholar. Zoberi, who will attend 

Wellesley College, said, “Just see-

ing that Choate saw so much po-

tential in me and gave financial aid 
to me was so gratifying.” She went 

on, “Mr. Noel was particularly 

nice. He checked on me regularly 

and his constant reassurance that 

I was what Choate was looking for 

and was doing exactly what the 

admission office hoped I would 

made me feel more confident.” 
Zoberi described her experi-

ence during the summer of 2014 

in Rwanda as inspiring. It was 

her first experience living away 

from home and with a roommate. 

“Without the summer stipend,” 

she said, “I would not have been 

able to enjoy this wonderful op-

portunity.” In Rwanda, Zoberi 

was able to participate in a life-

changing experience in which she 

travelled to Musanze, Rwanda. 

Mr. Noel’s legacy continues 

beyond the Scholars Program 

and Choate. On May 16, a run in 

support of cancer research will be 

held in the town of Wallingford in 

honor of Mr. Noel.

Port Authority of New York and 

New Jersey, the Chairman and 

CEO of the International Herald 

Tribune, and as the President of the 

Rockefeller Foundation, all posts 

from which he has since retired. 

During his time as the New York 

State Budget Director, he helped 

save New York City from a financial 
collapse during the 1970s. Most 

recently, Mr. Goldmark served as 

the director of the Environmental 

Defense Fund’s climate and air 

program, a post he stepped down 

from in 2010. Mr. Goldmark served 

as the Chairman of the Board 

of Trustees at Choate, where he 

oversaw the newly merged Choate 

Rosemary Hall graduate its first co-
ed class in 1978. When asked about 

Mr. Goldmark, Ms. St. James said, 

“Peter really wanted to meet with 

students and interact with them. 

Both him and Peggy met with stu-

dents in the Kohler Environmental 

Center and the Lanphier Center 

during tours. When Peter asked 

me what coming up to accept the 

award would entail, I told him that 

he would have the opportunity to 

meet with students and accept the 

award at school meeting. Peter re-

marked that meeting with students 

was the real reason why he wanted 

to come up. This speaks greatly to 

his deep connection to students 

here at Choate.”

This year’s second honoree 

was Margaret Brim Bewkes ‘69, 

a graduate of Rosemary Hall, 

known by her nickname, Peggy. 

Ms. Bewkes is known for her 

contributions in the media world, 

including writing, directing, and 

producing television shows and 

films, which have won Emmy 

Awards and Writers Guild Awards, 

and for her years of commitment to 

philanthropic organizations. After 

her graduation from Rosemary 

Hall, Ms. Bewkes went on to join 

Yale’s first co-ed class in the fall 
of 1969. Ms. Bewkes then began 

to work in the male-dominated 

world of sports, where she was 

crucial in the development of 

ABC’s “Wide World of Sports,” 

which revolutionized the world 

of sports journalism by focusing 

on an up close and personal form 

of reporting. When describing 

Ms. Bewkes, Ms. St. James said, 

“Peggy Bewkes was recognized 

not only because she’s done a lot, 

but because she was the first in 

many of her fields. The award, for 
her, was not only a recognition of 

her success, but of how she got 

there. She contributed a lot to the 

things that we take advantage of 

today – there would be no ESPN 

had there been no ‘Wide World 

of Sports.’ Peggy has also done an 

amazing amount of philanthropic 

work over the past seven years, so 

the award also recognized that.” 

When asked about what she 

thinks makes a great award win-

ner, Ms. St. James remarked that, 

“Great award winners are people 

who have something to say – 

people who are willing to get out 

there and speak to a large audience 

and are also willing to sit down to 

talk and relate with students. The 

committee saw that in both of this 

year’s honorees.” 
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During Choate’s annual SpringFest, Choate students, faculty, and faculty kids embraced the warm spring 

weather, played on various inflatables, and ate a myriad of cultural foods. 

Despite the 84-degree weather, 

Choate students, faculty kids and 

faculty members enjoyed them-

selves by either cooling down with 

ice cream or running up and down 

the inflatable water slide as part of 
the 28th Annual SpringFest. Spring 

Fest was filled with lemonade, cot-

ton candy and student entertain-

ment.  According to Mr. Jim Yanelli, 

Director of the Student Activities 

Center, “SpringFest is a good way 

for clubs to express their leadership 

ability as well as a way to celebrate 

the season and punctuate the term 

with something exciting.”

According to Mr. Ethan Mc-

Donnell, SpringFest “displays and 

celebrates student life on campus, 

especially clubs.” Twenty to twenty-

five clubs have booths at Spring-

Fest, and each club either sells an 

appetizer, a beverage, an entree 

or a dessert, which is provided by 

SAGE, Choate’s dining service. In 

order to organize SpringFest, booth 

proposals are solicited from all clubs 

on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

Several hundred Choate students, 

faculty members, and faculty kids 

By Caroline Donatelli ’18 
News Reporter

attended SpringFest, which is held 

on the basketball courts and around 

the SAC. At the event itself, there 

are inflatables, food, music and 

performances. The food offered at 

the booths changes every year, and 

this year some of the food included 

empanadas, samosas, spring rolls 

and brownie bites. Tickets are 

needed in order to buy snacks, and 

the ticket sales are spread evenly 

throughout the clubs. The event 

occurs every year because it teaches 

clubs how to organize and market.

 “The whole school benefits 

from different events occurring on 

the weekends like SpringFest. It is 

an opportunity for clubs to transfer 

leadership to new leaders, and old 

leaders can mentor them,” said Mr. 

Yanelli. According to Mr. Yanelli, 

the concept of SpringFest is always 

the same, but each year it gets more 

sophisticated. The event used to fit 
on the SAC patio, but it has gotten 

so big that it now surrounds the 

whole SAC. Mr. Yanelli also said 

that the biggest cost of SpringFest is 

the food service, along with paying 

for inflatables and the staffing for 
certain activities that require safety 

measures. 

According to Ananya Karanam 

’18, “SpringFest is a good way for 

clubs to get their names out there.” 

Kristen Altman ‘18 felt that there 

was a wide variety of high qual-

ity food, since one could get ice 

cream and also quesadillas. She 

also thought that “three hours was 

too long for selling food.” Karanam 

agreed that shortening SpringFest 

would create more business for 

clubs in a shorter time period.

Sam Harney ’15 greatly enjoyed 

herself at SpringFest and shared 

that it is a “great combination of the 

beautiful warmth of the sun and sell-

ing food for a good cause. It is fun to 

see all of the Choate students enjoy-

ing the good weather together and 

bonding as a community.” Overall, 

she feels that this year people were 

enjoying SpringFest and that it was 

nice that people were sitting outside 

enjoying the weather instead of just 

going back to their dorms.

This year, the tradition of the 

event was kept alive under the 

bright sun. The Choate community 

bonded as they cooled themselves 

off and ate a wide array of food. 

SpringFest was widely enjoyed by 

Choate students and teachers, who 

were taking a break from their work 

in order to celebrate spring. 
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In memoriam of Mr. Andrew “Andy” B. Noel III, a longtime friend and supporter of the Choate 

community, the Wallingford Scholars Program was renamed to the Noel-Wallingford Scholars Program.

For its annual spring meeting, 

the Board of Trustees convened 

on campus on Thursday, April 30, 

and Friday, May 1, to discuss many 

important issues, including student 

life, athletics, the new Student 

Center, Choate’s endowment, and 

the Strategic Plan, a document that 

presents the beliefs, aspirations, 

and priorities of the school.

The 23-member Board of 

Trustees meets three times dur-

ing each academic year to set the 

school’s fiduciary policies and 

fundraising goals. The Board of 

Trustees oversees the school’s fi-

nancial resources to address current 

needs and also works to increase the 

school’s endowment. The Board 

of Trustees is self-perpetuating: it 

has a committee within the Board 

that selects either former Choate 

students or parents to serve on it.

On Thursday, members of 

the Board attended six different 

committee meetings: Trusteeship; 

Executive; Development; Student 

Life and Athletics; Audit; and Ad-

mission, College Counseling, and 

Strategic Marketing. 

Some students were invited to 

attend the Student Life and Athlet-

ics committee meeting. This year, 

several Student Council members 

and student-athletes attended the 

meeting to share their experiences 

regarding student life and athletics.

The President and Vice-Presi-

dent of the Student Council, Tomi 

Lawal ’16 and Yoonjong Lee’16, 

respectively, updated the Board on 

the Student Council’s involvement 

in student life and its future goals. 

“I told them about how I wanted to 

foster a more genuine community 

here, and how the interactions that 

we have with each other is a very 

important experience,” explained 

Lawal. “Then, I told them a few 

other things on the agenda, such 

as some of the revisions we made 

in the constitution outlining the 

roles of Daily Grind and the roles 

By Haley CHang ’18 
News Staff Reporter

of form representatives.”

Later in the meeting, Lawal 

proposed the institution of a gender-

neutral dress code. “Another thing 

that we addressed was the new 

dress code proposal. There are three 

parts to this proposal, the biggest 

being degenderizing the dress 

code,” said Lawal. “There have 

been many complaints regarding 

the disparities of the dress code 

between guys and girls. We believe 

that it is better to have one dress 

code that defines standards for 

all students, so people can better 

express themselves. Currently, we 

are in the process of talking with Mr. 

[James] Stanley [Dean of Students] 

and other administrators about how 

that policy would work out. I think 

this caught them off guard a little 

bit, but in a good way.”

The Board talked about the 

ways in which Choate could breed 

a healthier athletic environment 

for student-athletes. “If a student 

comes to Choate for a sport, they 

should not feel obligated to adhere 

to that one sport, and not be able 

to try out different sports. Some of 

the student athletes in the meeting 

talked about the pressures they felt 

from colleges that expect them to 

focus on a particular sport, even 

during off-season. For example, 

one student said that many hockey 

players at Choate only play hockey, 

and how they have pressure from 

colleges to perform at a high level, 

without much flexibility on other 
aspects. That flexibility part is what 
we are hoping to attain for student 

athletes,” expressed Lawal.

On Friday morning, the Trust-

ees met Gold Key hosts and had 

an opportunity to visit first period 
classes before attending the Board 

meeting at 9:00 a.m. “I think this 

was an effective way for the Trust-

ees to get a pulse of the school,” 

said Alex Eades ’18, one of the 

Gold Key hosts. 

After the classroom visits, the 

full board, along with Stuart Som-

mers ’15, Megan Currie ’15, and 

Tomi Lawal ’16, met together for 

five hours to talk about the future 
direction of the school. Topics 

ranged from the Strategic Plan to 

the new Student Center. During 

the meeting, Mr. John Burditt, 

Chief Investment Officer, reported 
on the management of the school’s 

endowment. Then, the architects 

of the Student Center gave a pre-

sentation of the designs and time-

line of the new building. According 

to Headmaster Dr. Alex Curtis, 

the construction of the Student 

Center will begin this October and 

the finish building will attempt to 
blend seamlessly with Hill House 

and the Mellon Library. The new 

center will include the College 

Counseling office, the school store, 
rooms for club meetings and team 

dinners, lounge areas, the Tuck 

Shop, a place for publications, and 

many more features. 

Noah Hastings ’15, the guest 

student speaker, concluded the 

meeting by speaking about his 

Choate experience. Every year, 

Choate invites one student who has 

a range of experiences in the school 

to address the Board. “I framed my 

speech in a few different themes. I 

first addressed things that I thought 
were central to the school, and how 

they are important to keep in mind 

while moving forward and thinking 

about the future,” explained Hast-

ings. He continued, “Then, I talked 

a lot about how Choate has given 

me the opportunity to both explore 

things I know and love, and also to 

reach out and discover new inter-

ests. In my case, I have some things 

like cross-country and Spanish that 

I started earlier in my life, and have 

continued throughout high school. 

However, I also took the risk of join-

ing the Arabic and Middle Eastern 

Studies program. I absolutely love 

Arabic, and I’m planning to major in 

Middle Eastern Studies in college. 

The second theme I presented was 

about our commitment to constant 

reflection and introspection. As a 
school, we are constantly think-

ing whether our experiences are 

productive.”
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This is ridiculous! Who even 
made the dress code?

We need to change the 
dress code!

What do you mean skin 
is a necessity?

Julian Yau ’18

By HannaH Lemmons’16 
News Staff Writer

By nazar CHowdHury ’16 
News Writer

By sHrenik agrawaL ’17 
News Writer

Religious Acceptance Requires Dialogue

CO N S I D ER T H I RD/F OU RT H 
F O R M M I X ED H OU S I N G

Important Discussions 
Hindered by “Choate Bubble”

“Allahu akbar.” To this day, I 
find it un elieva le how miscon-
strued a simple ra ic phrase can 

e. The direct translation reads  
od is reat  which doesn’t 

seem to e all that different from 
sayin  than  od  or than  

oodness.  isinterpretations 
li e these follow every reli ion 
in every community  hoate in-
cluded. n order to tal  a out 
reli ion in a community   thin  
it’s est to ta e off the two ends of 
the spectrum  the reli iously de-
voted and the a nostic  and loo  
at the middle. Here   thin  people 

o one of two ways. Either they 
simply tolerate reli ious diversity  
or they actually accept reli ious 
diversity. ’m proud to say that  
have found far more acceptors at 

hoate than the former.
eadin  up to my time at 

hoate   found that tolerance  
not acceptance  was the common 
practice in school. t ust the 
mention of the words slam  

prayer  or reli ion  my peers 
would uietly say oh  loo  down 
at their feet  and wait for me to 
tal  a out another topic. erhaps 
that’s why my e periences at 

hoate have had such a profound 
impact on me.  can still remem er 
the first time  prayed in pu lic  on 
the thirds soccer field in freshman 

year. rior to practice that day   
had sent out a nervous email to my 
team descri in  the need for me 
to pray in the middle of practice 
and what that prayer involved.  
still can’t for et the first words of 
one of my teammates said to me 
re ardin  the email.

 was s immin  throu h 
your email and inda lossed 
over it  and then  saw the words 

ri ht  red carpet  and was li e 
hat ’ and then read the whole 

thin  over a ain.
He as ed me a couple of 

uestions re ardin  the salat  
the slamic prayer that involves 
prayin  on a decorative mat  and 
 happily answered them. or a 

youn  freshman that had never 
een as ed any su stantial ues-

tions a out reli ion  the e peri-
ence was e citin . omeone who 
simply tolerated reli ion would 
have s immed the email and 
pushed it aside. y teammate  on 
the other hand  chose to read my 
e mail a ain  to converse with me 
a out my faith  and to as  ues-
tions. He didn’t simply tolerate  
he actively accepted. 

rom that point onward   
have seen an a undance of re-
li ious acceptance throu hout 
the school.  have prayed durin  
practice on a num er of differ-
ent teams  and my teammates 
have always een respectful and 
in uisitive.  smile to myself ust 

thin in  a out many of them 
who would insist on remainin  
silent while  prayed  even after 
 told them that tal in  was fine. 
’ve prayed in front of most of my 

friends  ’ve had countless discus-
sions re ardin  slam and its vari-
ous components. verall  hoate 
has een nothin  ut welcomin . 

That ein  said  my i est 
fear re ardin  the role of reli ion 
at hoate is that conversation will 
stop. n li ht of all of the conflicts 

ased on reli ion  whether it e 
the hapel Hill shootin  or ’s 
despica le actions  ’m afraid 
that the hoate community will 
ma e reli ion a topic too sensitive 
for discussion. 

y solution   thin  that the 
responsi ility lies in the various 
reli ious individuals at hoate. 

ur peers must e acceptin  yes  
ut we also have a responsi ility 

to remain open minded. e have 
a responsi ility to let the student 

ody now that we are always 
willin  to answer uestions  re-

ardless of how sensitive the topic 
may e. or e ample  if a student 
har ors resentment towards  
and truly elieves that slam is 
a reli ion of violence and hate   
a solutely want that individual 
to come tal  to me a out it. f 
that individual eeps his opinion 
to himself  no conversation hap-
pens. But  if he tells me   thin  
that slam is a reli ion of violence 

for this reason   have the op-
portunity to respond.  have the 
opportunity to say

The ur’an has stated count-
ess times that any illin  is one 
of the most horri le of crimes. n 

 of the ur’an  the oo  states 
that  whoever ills a soul  it is as 
if he had slain man ind entirely. 

nd whoever saves one  it is as 
if he had saved man ind entirely.’ 

’s actions are appallin  and 
no true uslim would ever sup-
port what they are doin  ut the 
individuals are the ones to lame  
not the reli ion.

ll opinions  no matter how 
controversial  need to e heard. f 
conversation re ardin  reli ion 
fades away at hoate  we will fail 
to do our part in creatin  an en-
vironment that is fully acceptin  
and nowled ea le. 

hoate has played a critical 
role in shapin  my reli ious iden-
tity. y teachers  teammates  
coaches  and friends have een 
incredi ly supportive and under-
standin . ather than simply toler-
ate reli ious diversity  the hoate 
community has welcomed it with 
open arms.  n order to remain that 
way  in a time of lo al reli ious 
strife  we must not only e attentive 
listeners ut also active producers 
of reli ious conversation. 

 have one final piece of advice 
for the community  

on’t. Be. ilent.  

 few wee s a o at a seem-
in ly normal form meetin  the 
sophomore class found out that 
each sophomore and unior dormi-
tory would e mi ed for the 

 school year. s a result  no 
dorm ne t year will solely consist 
of sophomores or uniors e cept 
for hapel House  which will now 
hold si  unior irls . fter this 
announcement re istered with the 
class of  there were roans 
amid lots of e citement and chat-
ter. The reasons for this chan e 
were not clearly outlined at the 
school meetin  ut The News 
found out that one ma or reason 
for this chan e is to encoura e 
students to live in the same dorm 
for multiple years and retain their 
advisers for an e tended period of 
time. However  this article will not 
discuss these imminent and already 
widely pu lici ed chan es  rather  it 
will propose freshman sophomore 
dorms at hoate.

This chan e has aroused a 
whole ran e of reactions. ome 
are e cited a out the chan e  some 
are indifferent  and others stron ly 
disli e it. o matter how anyone 
feels towards the chan e  there is 
nothin  that can e done a out it 
now. han e is in the air. t ma es 
sense to thin  a out what else could 

hoate do differently in terms of 
housin . ut of all the possi ilities  
thou h  the one that ma es the most 
sense is to have mi ed third and 
fourth form dorms. 

s in prior years  in the upcom-
in   school year  fresh-
man oys and irls will live isolated 
from their older peers. rom past 
e perience  this can cause a discon-
nect etween forms. The freshman 

oys will live in emorial  while the 
freshman irls will live in ichols  

itman  or uire tanley. How-
ever  what if freshman and sopho-
mores lived to ether  erhaps 

one floor of emorial could host 
sophomores  and one floor of Ten-
ney could host freshman. i ewise  
one floor of Bernhard could house 
freshmen  and one floor of ichols 
could house sophomores. These 
chan es would alleviate inter form 
relations dramatically.

hat are the downsides of 
this proposition  erhaps sopho-
mores and uniors that wanted 
to live in Tenney would have less 
chance of landin  the dorm of 
their dreams. ould the incomin  
freshman oys and irls e handi-
capped y not all livin  to ether  
The freshman irls already don’t 
all live to ether. ould it e dif-
ficult for prefects to mana e dif-
ferent rules for different forms  
The rules for freshmen and sopho-
mores are similar  and if prefects 
can mana e sophomores and 
uniors  then it would e lo ical 

that they could mana e freshmen 
and sophomores. The fact is that 
there simply is not much reason to 
oppose this idea.

t the first few form meet-
in s for the lass of  the 
deans stressed that they wanted 
our rade to start a positive trend 
of sophomores ein  ind and 
friendly to the freshmen. t ho-
ate  there is a certain level of ani-
mosity etween freshman and 
sophomores that is caused y 
the lac  of interaction etween 
the two classes. The pro lem is 
that the underclassmen don’t 

now each other well  so they 
tend to eep their distances. The 
divisions in the dinin  hall are 
the most latant e ample of the 
pro lem at hand. The freshmen 
sit in the freshman section  iso-
lated from their peers  while the 
sophomores and uniors are per-
fectly free to interact with each 
other. The irony of this situation 
is that with the ne t school year  
animosity will have washed away 
as the risin  sophomores and 
uniors interact with each other. 

t present  freshman and 
sophomore interaction is limited 
to the classroom and the sports 
field. Third and fourth formers 

et alon  in the classroom and the 
sports field. t is not as if hoate 
has some terri le ha in  pro lem 
that should cause us to dou t the 
future success of a mi ed freshman 
and sophomore housin  system. 

o what’s stoppin  this idea from 
ein  implemented

et’s ima ine life if this new 
idea were to e put into effect. 

reshmen and sophomores would 
live to ether and et to now each 
other li e never efore. resh-
man would not e intimidated y 
sophomores if they were ne t door 
nei h ors  and sophomores would 
not dismiss freshmen easily. resh-
men would feel more comforta le 
sittin  in the sophomore unior 
section  and sophomores would o 
out of their way to sit with freshmen 
in the freshmen section. lthou h 
third and fourth formers already eat 
to ether  the a e arriers in dinin  
hall would erode away entirely if 
third fourth form housin  were 
implemented at hoate.   

The final reason for why fresh-
men and sophomores should live 
to ether in the future is the same 
reason why fourth fifth form hous-
in  has een implemented. f ho-
ate were to implement third fourth 
form housin  then freshmen who 
li e their advisers would e a le 
to retain them the followin  year. 
f hoate wants to esta lish more 

continuity for its sophomores y al-
lowin  more of them to retain their 
advisers for two years  then why not 
allow freshmen the same lu ury

The deans have many impor-
tant issues to consider ri ht now  
li e the dress code and co ed visit-
in . However  as lon  as roader 
reforms are ta in  place  the deans 
should loo  into mi ed third and 
fourth form housin . There is sim-
ply too much upside and too little 
downside for them not to.

tudents and faculty on cam-
pus often o e a out the hoate 

u le  a mysterious  and in-
visi le  arrier surroundin  the 
campus  loc in  off contact and 
information from the outside world. 
However   don’t thin  any one of us 
reali es ust how powerful the ho-
ate u le really is. ecently  the ho-
micide of reddie ray has spar ed 
protests and riots condemnin  the 
involved officers’ treatment of ray 
and the rutality of the Baltimore 
police department in eneral. But 
how have we as a community tried 
to ain full understandin  of this 
issue  irst  there has een a call 
for personal enli htenment  r. 

urtis implored students to educate 
themselves a out the events as they 
have unfolded. econd  micro
communities have responded  
different clu s such as  

 and oun  emocrats 
have held meetin s devoted to the 
topic. But uestions of effectiveness 
lin er  how many students actually 

showed up  How many of those 
not previously involved in the clu s 
sou ht to participate  The answer 
to oth of these uestions is upset-
tin  to say the least. urthermore  
it is issues li e these that reflect the 

hoate community’s reluctance 
to confront pro lems that aren’t 
presented directly or with immedi-
ate relevance to our individual lives. 

lthou h some action has een 
ta en  the community as a whole 
seems to feel no sense of ur ency 
to tal  a out these issues. n my 
opinion  the hoate u le creates 
a lac  of empathy  which  in turn  
creates a lac  of motivation to tal  
a out issues of diversity as a whole.

 reali e that many would dis-
a ree   have heard countless peers 
e press their feelin  that diversity 
seems to e the constant su ect of 
conversation on our campus.  But 
the way we tal  a out these issues is 
a stran e parado . lthou h there is 
individual passion on a micro level  
the lar er community does not feel 
the same fiery interest. or e ample  
after iversity ay  one often hears 
supplications to continue the 
conversation  to move forward 
with discussion  to not stop tal in . 
However  some in the community 
find these reminders over ill  after 
spendin  an entire day tal in  a out 
diversity  it seems o vious that the 
students and faculty are willin  
to let the conversation continue. 
But the truth of the matter is that 

iversity ay is lar ely ineffec-
tive in en enderin  widespread 
conversation that it see s to not 
throu h any fault of the day itself  

ut ecause of students’ unwillin -
ness to participate. fter spendin  

the day as a discussion facilitator   
left feelin  frustrated and defeated 
at my roups’ persistent refusal to 
actively contri ute to the discus-
sion. n each section  only three 
or four participants spo e  while 
the rest remained half asleep and 
silent. ther facilitators had similar 
e periences  thus  the appeals to 
continue the conversation felt li e a 
necessity to me.  didn’t want to lose 
any of the momentum we ained 
no matter how little it felt  to et 

people tal in whereas others 
were tired of hearin  it.  hope  am 
not misunderstood.  wholeheart-
edly elieve in the philosophy of i-
versity ay  and  thin  it is a step in 
the ri ht direction towards ettin  
people thin in  and tal in  a out 
these important issues. However  
no matter how many facilitators and 
planners there are  no matter how 
much passion they have  they are 
individuals. n individual in a lar e 
room with a loud voice will create an 
echo ut that doesn’t mean many 
different voices are spea in .

n the hoate u le  our pre-
occupation with homewor  stress  
and lac  of sleep ma es the call 
for discussion and understandin  
difficult to hear. n order to feel 
the true empathy we strive for  we 
must wor  as a community to open 
our minds  swallow our pride  and 
actively pursue ways to involve our-
selves in the discussion. Because in 
understandin  the profoundly nu-
anced issue of reddie ray’s death 
as it connects to the si nificance of 
police rutality and race relations in 

merica  we all have to participate. 
e shouldn’t e tired of hearin  

it we should e tired of livin  it.

PHOTO/INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES
Riots and violence followed the death of Freddie Gray in Baltimore, Maryland. Millions of dollars of 
damages have since been recorded. Throughout, students have been eager to discuss the underlying issues. 
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In a country where drug 
abuse has been declared a nation-
al emergency, Indonesia enforces 
some of the harshest penalties in 
the world for traffickers. Between 
2009 and 2013, Indonesia put 
a temporary ban on executions. 
However, due to a rise in domestic 
deaths caused by drug overdoses, 
Indonesia has readopted the 
use of capital punishment.Last 
October, Indonesia’s newly inau-
gurated president, Joko Widodo, 
sent a chilling message to drug 
smugglers, reminding them of 
the punishment they would face 
if caught, “We want to send a 
strong message to drug smug-
glers that Indonesia is firm and 
serious in tackling the drug prob-
lem, and one of the consequences 
is execution.”

Indonesia itself is a very di-
vided country, both literally and 
figuratively. Comprised of over 
18,000 islands and home to 250 
million people, Widodo is faced 
with the grueling task of balanc-
ing a diverse range of interests. 
One of those divides is the coun-
try’s stance on the death penalty. 
Widodo, who inherited the Bali 
Nine case from his predecessor, 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, was 
given the option to grant clem-
ency to Chan and Sukumaran. 
Nonetheless, Widodo showed 
no forgiveness and let the death 
sentences stand, despite mass 
public outcry, condemning the 
executions and Widodo himself. 
In the months leading up to the 
executions, corruption within 
the Indonesian legal system was 
publicly exposed. According to 
lawyers of Chan and Sukuma-
ran, two of the judges asked for 

Today in History    1928 CE Mickey Mouse premiers in his first cartoon movie    •     1988 CE The Soviet Union begins its withdrawal from Afghanistan

As the fight to save 
their lives comes to a 
somber end, the next 
battle will be to bring 
back the remaining 

seven, alive.

“ B a l i  Ni n e ” R e i g n i t e 
D e b a t e  O v e r  D e a t h  Pe n a l t y

PHOTO/CNN
The Indonesian government’s decision to execute two foreign nationals has been recieved with great 
criticism across the globe.

M I S P L A C E D  W O R T H  G I V E N  T O H I G H L Y  P A I D  A T H L E T E S

A few weeks ago, I posted a link 
to a Salon article on Facebook en-
titled “Baltimore’s violent protest-
ers are right: Smashing police cars 
is a legitimate political strategy.” I 
thought the piece would add to the 
current discussion concerning the 
protests in Baltimore, especially 
because advocacy of violence is not a 
stance that most mainstream media 
outlets take. Unsurprisingly, this 
didn’t sit well with some people, and 
my Facebook notifications started 
blowing up with responses. These 
responses brought many questions 
to light–why does violence occur in 
these situations? Is it justified? Who 
is allowed to be violent? Who isn’t? 
These are questions that must be at 
the forefront of the discussion con-
cerning race relations in America, 
especially in Baltimore, because in 
order have a productive conversa-
tion, we need to understand why 
the violence occurs, not simply 
condemn it. 

Let’s start at the beginning: 
why are some of the protesters 
resorting to violent action? Perhaps 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in his 
speech “The Other America,” put 
it best: “A riot is the language of 
the unheard.” And what is exactly 
has been unheard? Frustrations 
over systematic inequality, a skewed 
justice system, underrepresentation 
in positions of power, and wide-
spread brutality and oppression. 
Nationally, incarceration rates 
are disproportionally higher for 
men of color; in fact, 1 in 3 black 
men can expect to be imprisoned 
during their lifetime. The black 
unemployment rate is twice that of 
the white unemployment rate, and 
consequently, the median house-
hold wealth for black Americans 
is only 7% of that of whites. Black 
men are 21 times more likely to be 
shot by the police than white men. 
In Baltimore specifically, the city 
has had to pay $5.7 million since 
2011 for settlements in lawsuits ac-
cusing law enforcement officials of 
false arrests and police brutality, the 
victims of which were mostly black. 
These problems of racial inequality 
are not new; they are centuries old 
and so it should not be surprising to 
us when some black Americans feel 
as though nonviolence has become 
a futile strategy. 

The problem with nonviolence, 
as George Jackson wrote in Soledad 
Brother, is that it “presupposes 
the existence of compassion and a 
sense of justice on the part of one’s 
adversary.” But in light of recent 
events in Ferguson, Cleveland, 
North Charleston, and now Bal-
timore, we are forced to ask if we 
can have any reasonable expecta-

tion of justice. Unfortunately, the 
answer increasingly seems to be 
no. Sentencing laws such as man-
datory minimums and the “Three 
Strikes” policy disproportionally 
target people of color, especially 
African-Americans, despite the fact 
that white and blacks commit drug 
offenses at relatively equal rates. 
The millions of black Americans 
who have been imprisoned are sub-
ject to disenfranchisement and are 
discouraged by our criminal justice 
system from participating in the po-
litical process. This inequality is fur-
ther worsened when our judiciary 
system refuses address problems of 
voter discrimination and even goes 
so far as to striking down the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as the Supreme 
Court did two years ago. 

When there is little evidence 
to suggest that people of color, 
especially black Americans, should 
have faith in the justice system, than 
it is irresponsible for us to condemn 
violence without fully considering 
the history of unheard of voices in 
this country. When the majority 
of white Americans polled by the 
Pew Research Center believed that 
race is getting more attention that it 
deserves after the shootings of Tray-
von Martin and Michael Brown, 
when more young Americans paid 
attention to the death of Robin 
Williams than the protests in Fer-
guson, when more white Americans 
think anti-white discrimination is 
a bigger problem than anti-black 
discrimination, we can begin to 
understand why violence occurs 
and why it might even if be justified 
in the eyes of some. In order to be 
allies to the cause for racial equality 
and justice, we must be empathetic, 
and this means understanding frus-
tration, understanding outrage, and 
most importantly, understanding 
violence. 

Going further, we misinterpret 
the issue when we say rioters are 
hurting their own cause by encour-
aging white backlash. The fight for 
racial inequality should not be con-
sidered a fight of appeasement. It is 
a fight to awaken America to deeply 
entrenched problems of inequality 
and discrimination. Although the 
issues that this fight brings to light 
are often unpleasant and uncom-
fortable, these revelations are still 
necessary. These situations provoke 
us to ask: who is allowed to be vio-
lent in America? When black men 
and women are subject to police 
brutality, many of them losing their 
lives in the process, we often make 
excuses for this kind of violence. 
“The situation was unclear.” “It’s 
not about race.” “He is a criminal.” 
“It was self-defense.” However, 
when it comes to protests and riots 
caused by our complacency towards 
white violence, there seems to be an 

underlying consensus that dam-
aged property is a greater crime that 
dead Americans. 

Many of us echo the main-
stream media and support the idea 
that riots by people of color will 
lead to social instability while riots 
by whites are inconsequential and 
can be ignored and even forgiven. 
We humanize white killers, but 
vilify black victims and black pro-
testers. We must be careful about 
judging whose and what actions 
we consider criminal. We must 
remember that Rosa Parks was 
a considered a criminal in 1955. 
We must remember, as Ta-Nehesi 
Coates wrote in The Atlantic last 
year, that “‘property damage and 
looting’ is a fairly accurate descrip-
tion of the emancipation of black 
people in 1865, who only five years 
earlier constituted some $4 bil-
lion in property.” To be obstinate 
on what dictates criminality and 
the use of violence is to ignore the 
underlying issues that make riot-
ing in Baltimore understandable. 
We cannot say that nonviolence is 
the only right course of action, no 
matter the circumstance, and we 
cannot say that violence is inher-
ently unjustified in any situation, 
no matter the circumstance. To do 
so would be ignoring the tragic his-
tory of oppression in this country 
and would be a disservice to those 
who continue to suffer from that 
oppression.

It is important to understand 
that I am not condoning violence, 
but I am asking for careful judge-
ment and consideration when it 
comes to situations like the one in 
Baltimore. I’m asking all of us to 
remember the history of this coun-
try, to understand our privilege, to 
consider our own racial biases, to 
re-evaluate our beliefs. We must 
ask ourselves why we feel uncom-
fortable when the subject of race is 
brought up. We must ask ourselves 
why we feel attacked and become 
defensive before we become em-
pathetic to these issues. We must 
ask ourselves whether we are truly 
the progressive people we claim to 
be. Many of us dismiss the riots in 
Baltimore by citing King and his 
philosophy of nonviolence, but we 
forget that King understood that 
“our nation’s summers of riots are 
caused by our nation’s winters of 
delay.” We forget that King warned 
against our own moderation, which 
“prefers a negative peace which 
is the absence of tension to a posi-
tive peace which the presence of 
justice.” We forget that King is only 
one voice of many. And the voices 
that should be heard are the ones 
that are raging right now in the city 
of Baltimore, telling us that our na-
tion is broken and that we need to 
start listening.  

By Esul Burton ’16 
News Writer

By Harry o’DonnEll’16 
News Writer

By nicolE sEllEw ’17 
News Writer

On April 29, 2015, two Aus-
tralian men convicted of drug 
trafficking were executed in 
Indonesia. The executions of 
Andrew Chan (31) and Myuran 
Sukumaran (34) brought a three 
month long period of failed clem-
ency appeals and an agonizing 
ten year wait on death row to a 
grim conclusion. 

Both men were arrested on 
April 17, 2005, along with seven 
other Australians in Bali, an is-
land-resort popular among tour-
ists, following a tip-off from the 
Australian Federal Police (AFP). 
Found in their possession was 18 
lb. of heroin worth an estimated 
$3.1 million. Dubbed as the 
leaders of the Bali Nine, Chan 
and Sukumaran were said to be 
the ringleaders of the operation, 
providing their seven mules with 
airfares, hotel arrangements, 
and money. During their trials, 
neither Chan nor Sukumaran 
appeared to show any sign of 
remorse. Thus, both men were 
given the maximum punish-
ment: death by firing squad.  

However, during their de-
cade spent on death row at Bali’s 
notorious Kerobokan Prison, 
both men underwent remark-
able character transformations. 
Sukumaran developed a passion 
for painting while Chan studied 
the Bible, eventually earning his 
title as a reverend. Despite pleas 
from the public and the Prison 
warden himself to spare the duo, 
the Indonesian Government re-
fused to show any leniency. 

$130,000 in exchange for prison 
sentences of 20 years. However, 
the judges quickly revoked their 
offer before the lawyers could pay 
the bribe. 

Although it has received far 
less criticism than the Indonesian 
government, the AFP is at equal 
fault for its role in the executions. 
Just days before the Bali Nine were 
scheduled to board their flights 
back to Australia, Lee Rush, the 
father of Scott Rush, a member of 
the Bali Nine, telephoned the AFP, 
saying he feared that his son had 
travelled to Indonesia to smuggle 
drugs. The AFP promised Rush 
that it would not report the nine 
Australians to the Indonesian 
authorities. Instead, the Nine 
would be confronted by undercover 
AFP officers and forced to abort 
their mission. However, no such 
confrontation ever occurred, and 
the AFP tipped off the Indonesian 
authorities, who immediately ar-
rested the Bali Nine. 

During their final hours, Chan 
and Sukumaran were visited by 
their families for the last time. De-
spite several pleas from Australian 
Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, to 
commute their sentences to life im-
prisonment, Widodo insisted that 
the executions of the two men go 
ahead. Shortly after midnight, An-
drew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran 
were taken from their cells and led 
to the execution site on the island of 
Nusakambangan. There, the two 
Australians were shot alongside 
eight other men: a Brazilian, an 
Indonesian, and four Nigerians.

On May 9, funeral services 
were held for Chan and Sukuma-
ran in Sydney, their hometown. 
Still imprisoned in Indonesia 
are the seven other members of 
the Bali Nine, who are serving 
lengthy prison sentences of at 
least 20 years, many, life behind 
bars. As the fight to save the 
lives of Chan and Sukumaran 
has come to a somber end, the 
next big campaign will be to 
bring the remaining seven back 
to Australia, alive. 

We i g h  t h e  Va l u e  o f B a l t i m o r e  V i o l e n c e

Famous athletes, while en-
tertaining to watch, are ex-
tremely overvalued and over in 
today’s society. Athletes are not 
contributing to society by play-
ing sports, except for providing 
a source of entertainment to 
the masses. Thus, they should 
be paid a significantly lower 
amount of money than they 
receive today.

A prime example of  the 
shocking amount of money that 
is put into athletics is  the recent 
Mayweather vs. Pacquiao fight. 
Combined, these two athletes 
could make upwards of 300 mil-
lion dollars, all from a fight that 
took place in one night. Granted, 
athletes in general (boxers in-
cluded) put a lot of time into 
training so that they can be fit 
enough to perform well. How-
ever, this does not necessarily 
mean that athletes deserve such 
high amounts of money. The 

amount of money that athletes 
receive is not only excessive, but 
is also disproportional. 

Mayweather has been ac-
cused of beating multiple women 
throughout his career. For ex-
ample, his ex-girlfriend Josie 
Harris accused the championship-
winning boxer of beating her six 
times over the course of their 
relationship. Mayweather has 
had to serve jail time in the past 
because of all these allegations. 
He has also made multiple racist 
slurs against Pacquiao. Now, he 
is pocketing around 250 million 
dollars from his recent fight. 
To put this amount of money 
in perspective, the amount of 
money that the average American 
teacher makes per year is around 
55 thousand dollars. That’s al-
most five thousand times less than 
Mayweather earned for his single 
fight. Teachers work tirelessly 
every day to educate the country’s 
youth, while Mayweather pro-
motes violence, yet he still earns 
astronomical sums of money. The 

income disparity is also evident 
when comparing the salaries of 
athletes to other workers. Most 
pediatricians in the United States 
earn around 200 thousand dollars 
every year, while the average NFL 
football player earns just under 
two million dollars. The average 
salary for an NBA player is even 
more, at over 5 million dollars. 
This gross difference in income 
between athletes and people who 
are positively contributing to soci-
ety is startling, and it needs to be 
changed.  If all the excess money 
that is funneled into athletics was 
put into helping people or fixing 
some of the world’s problems, like 
hunger, homelessness, and pollu-
tion, then maybe this money could 
be actually making a difference. 
Mayweather is taking home 250 
million dollars, while one out of 
every five children in Hartford and 
Tolland counties in Connecticut 
are unsure of where they are going 
to get their next meal.  

This is not to say that what 
athletes are doing is “easier” 

than what other people are do-
ing. Athletics are an integral part 
of our culture, and athletes work 
very hard to be good at what 
they do. However, the extreme 
discrepancy in pay is something 
that must be changed. 

Mayweather, Pacquiao, and 
other great athletes around the 
world are being sensationalized 
by the media. Athletes are put on 
a pedestal for being good at the 
sports that they do; athletes are 
even considered to be national 
and generational heroes. Simply 
put, this recognition is being put 
in the wrong place. Pediatri-
cians, teachers, and others who 
are impacting society in a posi-
tive way are not receiving the 
recognition, and consequently 
the monetary compensation, 
that they truly deserve.

Overall, athletes are simply 
paid far more than they should 
be. The money that is going 
into athletics should be going 
to places where it is needed and 
to people who really deserve it.
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Mr. Bobby Dixon, more commonly known as “Rebel” or “Bird 

Man,” is a man of many talents. An employee for ABM Facilities, 

Bird Man is a master whistler, capable of imitating the song of any 

bird he encounters. Although many staff and faculty members cherish 

this extraordinary member of the community, few students have had 

the opportunity to meet Mr. Dixon. 

How long have you worked at Choate?
Let’s see… 52 years. I came here in 1963 and I’m still here. I love this 
job, and I had retired six years ago, but I had only been gone for about 
three weeks when they called me in saying, “please don’t leave.”
What kinds of changes have you noticed on campus during your 
time here?
A lot of things have changed. A lot of buildings are new. I’ve seen 
some of them go up and some of them go down. 
What is your job?
I clean all the windows—every window you see, I take care of it, 
but I do dorms too. I clean the hockey rink five days a week, in the 
mornings, and then the locker rooms. I take care of the Winter X, 
and I take care of the squash courts three days a week. I clean some of 
the main buildings, like Hill House and Steele Hall. When students 
go on summer vacation, I clean classrooms and windows, getting 
ready for September.
How long do you work?
I work Monday through Friday, but only six hours a day. I used 
to come in at six or seven in the morning, but now I come in from 
nine to three.
What do you like about your job?
Well, nobody bothers me. I’m my own boss. All I do is tell them 
where I’m going. I like my work; I always do.
I heard you’re known as Bird Man. How did that nickname 
come about?
I whistle. Do you want to hear one? I’ll do the canary. Mr. Dixon 

proceeds to whistle a song with an uncanny resemblance to a bird. I got 
the name “Bird Man” five years ago from a girl—Donald Trump’s 
daughter. She heard me whistle and said, “Was that you? Will you 
do it again? Now I’m going to call you Bird Man.”
What set you on the path to imitating birdsongs? 
Just working around. I would hear a bird on a tree, and it would 
sing, and I’d do the same. I learned the tone of the voice. Fifty 
people in this building can’t whistle. I watch and imitate any bird 
that whistles well.
If you were a bird, what kind would you be? 
I like sparrows and the little brown birds outside. I like canaries.
Has a bird ever answered your song?
Oh yeah! At home, I feed them light bread every morning. I can see 
the robins and the woodpeckers—I’ve got them in my tree. 
Do you play any instruments?
I play the guitar sometimes, and the harmonica. I can play music 
with matchbooks, with cups, and with my fingers. I can make 
matchboxes sound like a guitar, and I sing.
What do you enjoy doing for fun during your free time?
Oh, I like to bowl. I go bowling on Sunday nights and I shoot pool 
with a partner of mine once a week.
If you could change one thing about the world, what would it be?
More work for people, and workers should get more pay.

By Kristen Andonie ’17 
News Reporter

By stephAnie Liu ’17 
News Reporter

The end of spring term has 
cemented my belief in miracles. 
After possibly the coldest winter I 
have ever experienced, I wanted to 
return from spring break to a warm 
and sunny campus. April scattered 
my hopes, but as Justin Timberlake 
in his ’N Sync days famously sang, 
“It’s gonna be MAY!” And May 
so far has been great, with 50 °F 
weather and up, an ice cream truck 
blasting tunes now and then, and 
sunlight lingering later in the day. 

Despite the beautiful weather, 
I have not spent much time out-
doors. But, with the flowers and 
leaves finally bursting, I decided 
to go out on the cross-country trail 
to explore nature. I joined a Birds 
Before Breakfast walk on Saturday 
morning, May 9, hosted by Mrs. 
Helen and Mr. Larry Stowe, a Cho-
ate science teacher. Even though I 
had to wake up at 7:00 a.m. to get 
to the Stowes’s residence—the 
earliest I’ve woken up on a Saturday 
all year—it was a great experience.

The walk started at 7:45 a.m. 
in the Stowes’s backyard with a 
hummingbird by a birdfeeder and 
a huge heron swooping overhead. 
As we entered the woods, Mrs. 
Stowe identified poison ivy to the 
group straight away and had the 
children memorize rhymes such as, 
“Leaves of three, let it be,” and “If 
it’s hairy, it’s scary.” Further in the 
woods, we discovered Jack-in-the-
Pulpit, beautiful trillium flowers, 
and star-like trout lilies. The walk 
also revealed a spicebush, from 
which we could take a leaf and rub it 
between our fingers to release a nice 
minty smell, a scent opposite that 
of the voluptuous skunk cabbage, 
which smells exactly how it sounds.

Finding the birds among the 
trees was the most exciting part of 
the walk. Mr. Stowe had awesome 
bird imitations, and we spotted a 
robin, bluebirds on a birdhouse, 
a chickadee, a woodpecker, and 
a red-winged blackbird, which 
has the most magnificent color of 
red on its wings. Amusingly, ori-
oles perched by the baseball field 
and the catbird actually sounded 
like a cat. Besides birds, we also 
discovered wildlife such as a toad 
camouflaged in the leaves and a 
slug clinging to one of the skunk 
cabbages. I loved seeing the en-
vironment alive and active before 
most students were.   

A variety of Choate commu-
nity members took part in  the early 
morning walk. Ms. Stowe, one of 
our guides, was no stranger to the 
woods. She  incorporates the forest 
into her work at the Wallingford 
Public Library in a program called 
Story Walk, with the help of Ms. 
Lena Nicolai, Greenhouse Man-
ager at the Kohler Environmental 
Center. “We laminate pages and 
put them out in the woods in vari-
ous places. Then we hike with the 
kids and the kids find the pages, 
and whenever a page is found we 
sit in the woods and I read a story 
to them,” said Ms. Stowe. This year 
they did the program with the story 
of a mouse that lives in the woods. 
Ms. Stowe also leads two outdoor 
exploration programs through 
the Wallingford Parks and Rec 

By Amy hAgAn-Brown ’18 
News Reporter

When interviewing Wall-
ingford residents about their 
favorite local places, I noticed 
that all of the beloved spots in-
volve food… and tend to go un-
noticed by most Choate people. 
The Luncheonette, Brunetti’s, 
and Rick’s are popular break-
fast joints and are all insanely 
close to our campus. Plus, Pra-
line’s is a favorite Wallingford 
ice cream place (besides D’s) 
if you want to shake things up. 
Another nearby spot is Vinny’s, 
one of the best delis in the state! 

Wa l l i n g f o r d  C e n t e r  S t r e e t      

Luncheonette

Choate students tend to 
avoid passing the stoplight 
on North Elm Street, so we 
miss out on all of the good 
places down the Center Street 
hill.  The Wallingford Cen-
ter Street Luncheonette is a 
tiny brunch place run by all 
women. Wallingford local Lily 
James ’17 commented, “For 
us to support them would be 
awesome. They’re really great 
and the food is amazing.” It’s 
true; the staff is welcoming 
and courteous and the Pepper 
Pot scramble is supposed to be 
delicious. If you’re looking for 
a cute, classic breakfast place 
to visit over the weekend, give 
this one a shot. 

By rAcheL hird ’17 
News Staff Reporter
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Mr. Bobby Dixon, Choate employee for 52 years, shares his memories.

Q&A Around Campus: 
Mr. Bobby Dixon

TAKE A WALK ON 
THE WILD SIDE

PHOTO/AMY HAGAN-BROWN  

Community members traversed the woods early Saturday morning to 
birdwatch and discover wildflowers such as the pink trillium, above. 

Hungry? Ask the Locals

CHOATE ENTREPRENEURS DEVELOP C-HARMONY

Brunetti’s Luncheonette

Brunetti’s is another quaint 
breakfast place, run by friendly 
and hospitable Wallingford lo-
cals Colleen and Frank. If you’re 
on North Elm, take a left on 
Center Street and walk until you 
reach the light colonial house 
with a painted sign. Apparently, 
you can go into this place with 
five dollars and get an awesome 
breakfast. “They have insanely 
good egg sandwiches, and they 
cook right in front of you,” said 
Camryn Chester ’17. Because 
Brunetti’s is across the street 
from a retirement home, their 
current customers are mostly se-
nior citizens with some younger 
Wallingford townies sprinkled 
in. Colleen and Frank would 
appreciate our business as well, 
but Choaties would be the ones 
really benefitting. 

Rick’s On 5

Rick’s, located on Route 5, is 
always packed with Wallingford 
locals, yet it’s only four min-
utes away from campus! It’s a 
small diner with irrefutably good 
breakfast and lunch food, espe-
cifically the Belgian waffles and 
hash browns. The service here is 
speedy and the portions are gen-
erous, though I am sure you were 
hooked at “waffles.” Rick’s has 
consistently won awards for its 
timeless dishes. Maybe it’s time 
for Choate students and faculty 
to see what all the hype is about. 

program for kindergarten and first 
and second graders. She explained, 
“We go into the woods and look at 
trees and wildflowers, explore the 
streams, just get them outside.” 
Choate faculty kids seemed excited 
to be a part of the hike. Aureliano 
and Santiago Applebee and Chloe 
Benson agreed that the best part of 
the walk was seeing the birdhouses. 

 Ms. Jessica Cuni, visual arts 
teacher, came to the walk because 
“by going out with people who 
are more experienced, it jogs my 
memory of a knowledge base I 
don’t want to forget.” Ms. Cuni, 
who took biology in college and is 
on the sustainability committee, 
feels that the best way to get Choate 
students interested in the environ-
ment is through the curriculum.  
As an arts teacher, she proposed 
an environmental art class that will 
be offered next spring. “There is a 
push to increase the offering about 
the environment and sustainability 
throughout different disciplines,” 
said Ms. Cuni. “In English through 
non-fiction reading and writing, 
history and talking about natural 
history, land, and landscaping, and 
obviously in art as well. So in every 
single discipline we can incorporate 
the ideas and the connection to the 
environment.” Ms. Cuni’s goal is to 
foster such a connection at Choate. 

I encourage everyone to take 
a walk into the woods. The hike 
will hopefully be happening again 
and is open to everyone. “There’s 
always something unexpected,” 
as Mr. Stowe says. Whether you’re 
looking for a new hobby or want a 
way to explore the upper campus, 
this is your answer. 

Praline’s

Praline’s Ice Cream, tucked 
into a strip mall just before the 
Meriden town line, is loved as 
much by Wallingford locals as 
Mr. D’s is by us. Praline’s has 
a wide selection of the chain’s 
classic, creamy flavors; and, 
if that doesn’t convince you, 
there’s also a gigantic cow 
inside. Jamie Hemstock ’17 
has been enjoying their des-
serts since the age of three and 
highly recommends the Oreo 
Bomb flavor. Locals are also 
fans of Beez Neez ice cream 
and the homemade whipped 
cream. Apparently Praline’s 
milkshakes are wonderful as 
well! If you find yourself stress-
ing over finals and looking for 
a different ice-cream getaway, 
you can pick up one of Praline’s 
legendary ice cream cakes to 
raise your spirits. 

Vinny’s Deli

Are you craving something 
more interesting than the din-
ing hall sandwich bar? Have no 
fear. Vinny’s has been exceed-
ing sandwich expectations for 
over thirty years. If you take a 
left onto Center Street, the deli 
is right at the bottom of the hill. 
Its red paint and hefty “King 
of Roast Beef” Elvis billboard 
will certainly command your 
attention! Also, if you pull up 
Vinny’s website, you can get 
a coupon for a free sandwich. 

“Choate shouldn’t 
be about the hook-           

up culture.” 
– Austin Paresi ’15 

“People out there could 
be my potential new 

best friends and I just 
don’t know it.” 

– Blair Cox ’17 

During the spring term of 
each year, the school is abuzz 
with a variety of final projects by 
students in the Entrepreneurship 
class, taught by Mr. Doak. This 
year, one of these projects gave 
birth to a particularly creative 
idea. A group of five innovative 
students—Austin Paresi ’15, 
Jenna Koo ’15, Kevin Yeung 
’15, Noah Schweizer ’15, and 
Yuhan Wang ’15—put together 
C-Harmony, a project designed 
to act as an icebreaker and help 
Choate students find friends. 

To participate in C-Harmo-
ny, one fills out a survey of 30 
questions; the results are then 
analyzed, matching the student 
with ten boys and ten girls from 
their grade and ten more of each 
in the entire school. The student 
is charged five dollars, which will 
then be donated to a charity of 
majority choice. The 30 questions 
on the survey, designed to be very 
Choate-relatable by the group 
members, have been described 
as effective and accessible. “They 
are just really fun questions, like 
what would you do in your free 
time and what are your hobbies. 
People can find people with the 
same things that they like, people 
who will identify with each other,” 
said Amy Hagan-Brown ’18. 

Since Entrepreneurship is a 
spring-term class, the group has 
been working on the project for 
about three weeks. Paresi said, 
“Managing a company is the 
hardest thing in life that I ever 
had to deal with. You definitely 
have to know your group inside 
and out—their flaws and what 
they excel in.” The idea initially 
developed for a dating service, 
but the group shifted their views 
towards developing platonic 
friendships and allowing students 
to do what they want with the re-
sults. Schweizer explained, “We 
just wanted to do something that 
has never been done before. Our 
first thought was to do a match 
service.” 

As with most new ideas, the 
group had to debate the specif-

ics of what they wanted for their 
project. Schweizer said, “There 
was some conflict within the 
group on what we wanted to 
center it around. We weren’t sure 
if it was just going to be like a 
dating service, where you would 
match with one person and go on 
a blind date. The administration 
did not like that idea and didn’t 
want anything to be centered 
around the hook-up culture at 
Choate, so we turned instead to 
simply matching people with oth-
ers that might be compatible as 
friends.” Indeed, the group seems 
adamantly against the hook-up 
culture.  Paresi said, “I think the 
hook-up culture is ridiculous and 
that this project would make it 
more about the personality and 
making friends instead of just 
hooking up. Choate shouldn’t be 
about the hook-up culture.”

Many Choate students have 
already participated in C-Har-
mony, about 150 had signed up 
by Friday, May 8. So far, more 
freshmen and sophomore stu-
dents were interested in taking 
the survey, although the Entre-
preneurship group had initially 
hoped more seniors would take 
part. The group wanted to give 
out a free Last Hurrah ticket for 
every 50 seniors that participate, 
hoping to give out two free tickets. 
Otherwise, they had hoped that 
at least 50 students in each grade 
would participate.

Choate students who have 
taken the survey have different 
opinions and thoughts about 
the project. The idea of making 
new friends and using the sur-
vey as an icebreaker appealed 
to many students. Blair Cox ’17 
explained, “It seems fun. There 
are people out there that could 
be my potential new best friend 
and I just don’t know it.” Many 
also look forward to reaching out 
to people more easily with the 
survey results. Alexis Walker ’17 
expressed, “For me, I’m not very 
athletic, so I won’t really meet 
people who are. I think it is a 
great way to create an icebreaker, 
either in your grade or across the 
school.” Other students, such 
as Michael Harteveldt ’15, are 
more skeptical of the survey. “I 
decided to do it so I could donate 
some money to charity as well as 
see people who may have had the 
same answers as me,” he said, 
adding, “I don’t really think it is 
going to help me make friends, 
but it is interesting.” Sungwoo 
Park ’17 said he was persuaded 

tp do the survey knowing that 
it would help a charity and the 
entrepreneurship  class.” Park 
added, “I don’t expect the results 
to be super accurate, but because 
I circled in my favorite places to 
study and favorite thing to do to 
kill time, I am expecting to find 
new friends.” Paresi himself com-
mented, “As my last school did 

this, I have a really good personal 
experience with the survey. A girl 
who used to bully me in eighth 
grade popped up as my top match, 
and we are really good friends 
even to this day.” Despite the 

variance in belief about the effec-
tiveness of the survey in creating 
best friends, most students agree 
that this is a good way to bring the 
campus closer together.

The group hopes their project 
will allow students to go beyond 
their comfort zones to make new 
friends. As Wang explained, “We 
see a lot of people at this school on 
a daily basis, but we judge people 
by their cover and we think that 
‘Oh, I’ll never have a legit conver-
sation with this person because 
he’s not like me.’ But there are 
actually people out there that 
have really good personalities and 
you might click very well with.” 
While making money is the goal 
of the Entrepreneurship class, 
the group members also want 
to benefit the Choate campus by 
using this method to strengthen 
the community.
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During Grant Olcott’s ’15 skit “Love at First Swipe,” Elle Rinaldi ’17 elicited guffaws from the audience 

with an aggressive rendition of her character’s original song “Teardrops on my Converse.”

Friday, May 1 marked the 
first of two sold-out performanc-
es of the annual Fringe Festival, a 
student-based production where 
students write, direct, and per-
form original plays and films. 
Casually referred to as “Fringe,” 
this year’s performances ranged 
from comedies such as Sofia Her-
nandez’s ’15 Chocolate Thun-
der, an uproarious play about 
laxatives on a plane, to Aaliyah 
Ibrahim’s ’15 Edna’s Choice, a 
skit that tells a devastating tale 
of the Holocaust, to Esul Burton 
’16 and Eleanor Severance’s ’16 
The Crew, a hilarious short film 
about a group of students trying 
to create a movie.

Mrs. Kate Doak, the fac-
ulty adviser who works with 
the board of the Fringe Festival, 
shared her experiences and 
explained the development of 
Fringe over the years. When 
Mrs. Doak first began teaching 
8 years ago, Choate had an event 
known as the “Playwriting Festi-
val,” a production that featured 
student-written plays. However, 
she felt that the Playwriting Fes-
tival was too limiting in that it 
did not embrace other types of 
performances that the Choate 
community had to offer. To coun-
teract this, Mrs. Doak brought 
the idea of “fringe” to the event. 
“I used to go to the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival in Scotland and I 
just loved its energy—I thought 
that it would be awesome if Cho-
ate could capture that.”  

Mrs. Doak went on to de-
scribe that the overall mood 
of the Choate Fringe Festivals 
throughout the years has varied 
according to the pieces that 
writers have chosen to submit, 
stating, “Sometimes the perfor-
mances are very dramatic and 
dark, but other times—like this 
year—there are a lot of outra-
geous comedies as well.” 

Thus, it becomes clear how 
the Fringe Festival is meant to 
be entirely student driven, as the 
event revolves around not only 
the nature of the submissions 
but also how the student direc-
tors and performers choose to in-
terpret these pieces. Mrs. Doak 
mused, “We don’t ever know 
what we’re going to expect, 
which is what makes it really fun 
for the audience.”

FRINGE FLOORS AUDIENCE WITH 
MIX OF HUMOR AND DRAMA

By Namsai sethporNpoNg ’17 
News Staff Reporter

“Things that tend to work re-
ally well are parodies,” Mrs. Doak 
laughed, describing a popular 
trend in Fringe submissions. This 
year’s Fringe Festival included 
satires that comment not only 
on the youth population’s use 
of dating apps such as Tinder, 
but also on contemporary music 
and recurrent themes in popular 
films. In previous years, Fringe 
has been known to successfully 
showcase parodies of horror film 
The Ring and Jon Stewart’s “The 
Daily Show.” 

However, despite satire’s pop-
ularity, this year the board also 
chose to present plays that touched 
on more serious issues. One of 
these plays, In the Kitchen by 
Kelsey Hartsoe ’15, not only shed 
light on the lives of women who are 
trapped in traditional roles, such 
as the “good housewife,” but also 
on the exploration and acceptance 
of one’s sexual orientation.

For actors and directors, 
Fringe is an after-school activ-
ity and essentially functions as 
a spring sport. Board members, 
however, complete the initial 
stages of planning for the event in 
the fall and winter terms and thus 
have little work to do in the spring. 
“As a board, we pretty much just 
back out once rehearsals start,” 
said Hannah Beebe ’15, a Fringe 
Festival board member.

Apart from being an instru-
mental organizer of the festival, 
Beebe directed a play and wrote 
a play for last year’s festival as 
well. “I love the idea of students 
creating their own art,” she ex-
claimed, adding, “This is some-
thing that is very unique to Fringe 
because students write, direct, 
and perform in all of the plays and 
movies—and the board, which 
is made up of students, picks the 
plays that are performed.”

Beebe described what she 
felt when she first saw Fringe 
come together at the event’s first 
dress rehearsal: “It was really 
awesome. I remember the first 
couple of days working on the 
board and thinking ‘ugh, what 
am I doing?’ But when I was at 

the dress rehearsal and saw the 
final product, I felt both relieved 
and proud that I could create 
something super cool.”

Lilli Gibson ’16, a junior who 
has been involved in the Fringe 
Festival since her freshman year, 
shared her own experiences: “Last 
year there weren’t a lot of people 
and we had a very small group of 
performers. But this year there 
were participants from every 
form, which meant that there was 
a wide range of ages, experiences, 
and personalities. This made the 
whole process of Fringe so much 
more fun because everyone was 
so different and could bring some-
thing unique to the table.”

Having played roles ranging 
from a control-freak director to 
a lesbian tutor, Gibson awed the 
audience with her ability to transi-
tion into diverse roles with ease. 
When asked about the scope of 
topics that her performances cov-
ered—from comedy to drama—
Gibson noted, “I try to be a funny 
person, but I also like focusing 
on issues involving things that 
need to be talked about, so I loved 
that I got to explore this range of 
characters —from being a “bro” 
in a play about Tinder [in Grant 
Olcott’s ’15 Love at First Swipe] to 
being an observer of a terrible and 
oppressive marriage [in Hartsoe’s 
In the Kitchen]. All of this allowed 
me to be both humorous and seri-
ous by talking about things that 
have real meaning.”

Audience member Yuhan 
Wang ’15 remarked, “I liked that 
there was nothing about Fringe 
that I could possibly predict. I 
fell in love with Elle Rinaldi ’17 
and her parody of music in her 
song “Tears of My Converse” [in 
Olcott’s Love at First Swipe]. It 
was hilarious. I also laughed so 
hard at Tori Douglas ’16 acting 
as a child [in Hartsoe’s In the 
Kitchen] because she is my pre-
fectee, and I did not expect that 
from her at all, yet she was so 
perfect for that role.”

Mrs. Doak warns that due 
to schedule changes for next 
year, Fringe will  be held on 
Valentine’s Day weekend, caus-
ing submissions for plays to be 
due much sooner—possibly as 
early as October. In spite of this 
scheduling change, she remains 
optimistic regarding the future 
success of the Fringe Festival, 
declaring, “I hope things work 
out for the best!”

Whitney’s Move Shifts NYC’s 
Cultural Center of Gravity

By Camila BorjessoN ’17 
News Staff Reporter

On May 1, the prestigious 
Whitney Museum of American Art 
moved from its former location in 
the comfort zone of the Upper East 
Side to the trendy, young and excit-
ing ambience of Manhattan’s Meat-
packing District, instantly shifting 
New York City’s cultural center of 
gravity downtown. Though this 
may seem an unnecessary change, 
the Whitney needed a location and a 
building that better suited its needs 
and reflected the themes of its art-
work, which is exactly what the art 
museum’s new domain provides.

The Whitney Museum was 
founded 85 years ago by heiress 
and sculptor Gertrude Vanderbilt 
Whitney, whose wish was to pre-
serve and promote 20th century 
American Art. Unlike Museum of 
Modern Art (MoMA), which show-
cases modern pieces from around 
the world, or the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art (the Met), which 

defends the classics, the Whitney’s 
aim is to remain loyal to the heritage 
of American art. This admirable 
goal is greatly appreciated within 
the art world as well as outside of it. 

In order to maintain its position 
as arguably the most widely-recog-
nized and influential contemporary 
American art institution, the Whit-
ney Museum doubtlessly needed 
a change of scenery in order to at-
tract a range of spectators that was 
simply unobtainable at its previous 
Madison and 75th Street residence, 
a building that many called “the 
ugliest in New York City.” Among 
some of its signature works, the 
museum includes pieces by Alexan-
der Calder, Edward Hopper, Andy 
Warhol, Georgia O’Keefe, and 
Jasper Johns. The newly acquired 
downtown space enables these 
to continue to be displayed while 
bringing more obscure works into 
the light; pieces long kept in the 
dark are finally making it to the 
walls of this prestigious museum 
alongside those of the masters. The 

city’s fashion-forward, innovative, 
and experimental downtown area 
is gradually becoming “the place to 
be” for all forms of artistic expres-
sion, and is thus the perfect niche for 
the growing collection of modern 
art that the Whitney displays.

As for the new building, it is 
artwork in and of itself. With the 
Hudson River to the west, the High 
line to the North, and a clear view of 
Manhattan from everywhere else, 
the reborn Whitney is a seven-story, 
half glass and half steel façade that 
truly draws the eye. This odd-look-
ing but character-filled structure 
was intricately planned out by Ital-
ian visionary Renzo Piano, and is a 
significant architectural contribu-
tion to the downtown area. Piano’s 
goal with this project, he claims, is 
to aid in the experience of those vis-
iting the museum and to enable an 
emotional interaction between the 
visitors and the artwork that hangs 
on its walls. The philosophy behind 
the design of the building, which 
The New York Times proclaimed 
the “glittery emblem of the new 
urban capital,” is simply to accen-
tuate the artistic value of the pieces 
in a symbiotic relationship with the 
building in which they hang. 

In addition to the architecture 
of the edifice, its location will likely 
increase the museum’s eminence. 
With the proximity of the High 
Line and the popularity of the sur-
rounding environment, ticket sales 
are predicted to skyrocket. This 
presumption counteracts the cost 
of the relocation of the establish-
ment, a move that cost $422 mil-
lion. To keep up with this expected 
increase in popularity and bring 
in extra income, the museum has 
decided to open its doors six days a 
week instead of five and to raise the 
entrance fee by 10%. 

Thus, it is clear that the Whit-
ney Museum has found a new home 
in a setting that better suits its the 
audience and better reflects the 
time period of its collections.

Great food, community ser-
vice, and inspiring photographs 
were all on display last Friday 
night, May 8, as Rebecca Bern-
stein ’16 opened her “Faces of Ser-
vice” exhibit, an Arts Concentra-
tion photography essay presented 
at Wallingford’s very own Hubcap, 
an organization aimed at bridg-
ing the gap between education 
and business.  The photographs 
portray several Choate and Wall-
ingford sponsored community 
service events, from blood drives to 
pop swim to the Walk for Autism; 
Bernstein’s  goal was “to make a 
strong statement by showcasing 
faces of volunteers spending their 
free time giving back” in hopes of 
inspiring others to do the same. 

The venue, Hubcap, is sit-
uated just a five minute walk 
from Choate’s campus and is a 
self-deemed “hybrid-business 
incubator providing a unique 
opportunity for collaboration 
between schools and businesses”.  
Ms. Elizabeth Walbridge, a Cho-
ate teacher and Hubcap board 
member, furthered this definition: 
“Hubcap seeks to bring together 
the community, education, and 
business aspects of Wallingford.” 
When asked about Bernstein’s 
photography project, Ms. Wal-
bridge deemed the series “the 
quintessential Hubcap project.” 

The photography opening, 
which displayed community ser-
vice acts seen all around Walling-
ford, served as a fantastic bridge 
between the town and Choate. 

“Fringe was humorous, 
but it also talked about 

things that have real 
meaning.” 
– Lilli Gibson ’16

By BryCe WaChtell’17 
News Reporter

Dr. Katie Jewett commented on 
the impact of the exhibit on Wall-
ingford: “We all live in the same 
town, so we should be moving 
education forward as much as we 
can; collaborating is a great way 
to do this.” Ms. Walbridge seemed 
to agree, separately remarking, 
“This is a perfect example of the 
community and Choate coming 
together and providing something 
everyone can enjoy.”  Elli Sand-
berg ’16, a friend of Bernstein and 
a visitor at the opening, shared, 
“It’s interesting to see how Cho-
ate connects with the Wallingford 
community.  I feel like we don’t see 
that enough.”

Bernstein was happy with 
the end result and how people 
interpreted the meaning behind 
her project. She shared, “I want 
people to come not just to see 
what I did, but to see the things 
they can get involved with and 
how they can become part of the 
community in Wallingford.” 

Sophie Weil-Roth ’15 found 
great meaning in the series, not-
ing, “Rebecca is taking moments 
in time when people are doing 
good. I think it inspires other 
people to want to continue this 
community outreach.” 

Looking back on how it all 
started, Bernstein remarked, “I 

began my project after the first 
community service day [which 
was] in the beginning of my junior 
year.”  Ms. Mary Pashley, who 
was a fundamental catalyst in the 
exhibit’s opening, provided Ber-
nstein with support throughout 
the process, though she stated, “It 
was a collaborative effort.”

Ms. Pashley was especially 
happy with the outcome. “I am 
so proud of Rebecca,” she shared. 
“It’s her work, it’s her layout, it’s 
her display, it’s her creative artistic 
expression; it was her creation 
behind the lens.” Looking around, 
she added, “To see it here today is 
like seeing your baby being born: 
all the pieces have come together. 
She has done an incredible job.”

Bernstein reflected on the 
greater impact the project has 
had for her, noting, “This project 
really furthered my involvement 
at Choate; it pushed me to become 
more involved in community 
service and to really focus on my 
photography. It also presented 
a lot of challenges that I had to 
overcome.” 

Ms. Pashley shared her final 
thoughts, concluding, “I hope 
that people walk away from this 
exhibit inspired to reach out and 
spend a little bit more free time 
with those in need.” For all those 
who have yet to see the beautiful 
end result of Bernstein’s hard 
work, the photography essay 
will be on display on 128 Center 
Street until May 16, so today 
is your last chance! Drop by to 
the “Faces of Service” present 
throughout our community and 
hopefully walk away inspired.

“Rebecca is taking 
moments in time when 
people are doing good. 

It’s inspiring.” 
– Sophie Weil-Roth ’15
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Rebecca Bernstein ’16 greets visitors at the opening of her photography 

series, titled “Faces of Service,” which highlights community outreach.

Behind the Lens: Bernstein ’16 
Inspires with“Faces of Service”
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“Coward.”
—Floyd Mayweather

Sports quote of the WeekBoys’ Track and Field        7-3
Girls’ Track and Field      9-1
Girls’ Water Polo     13-5
Ultimate Frisbee    5-7-1
Boys’ Volleyball       2-5
Boys’ Lacrosse      6-6
Girls’ Lacrosse      7-6

Boys’ Golf                               6-12
Girls’ Golf                  7-6
Boys’ Tennis                            5-6
Girls’ Tennis                            6-5      
Baseball/Softball 11-5/0-8
Boys’ Crew                               2-0
Girls’ Crew        0-2

On The Course with 
Morgan McDougal ’16

PHOTO/MORGAN MCDOUGAL

Morgan McDougal ’16, right, rides  with teammate Olivia Matthes-Theriault ’16 on a Choate Golf outing. 
With McDougal’s help, the girls golf team has captured wins against Kent and Northfield Mount Hermon.

By Emilia Furlo ’17 
News Staff Reporter

Since her arrival at Choate, 
in the fall of 2013, as a new soph-
omore, current junior Morgan 
McDougal ’16 has contributed to 
the Choate community in many 
ways. From her piano virtuos-
ity to her academic excellence, 
McDougal has already is making 
a massive impact on campus. 

One of her strongest skill-
sets, however, can’t be seen in 
a classroom or a recital hall. 
In her two years at Choate, 

McDougal established herself 
as an accomplished golfer. She 
consistently delivers focus, dedi-
cation, and pride to Choate Golf.

News Staff Reporter Emilia 
Furlo ’16 sat down with McDou-
gal to talk about how golf has 
influenced her life thus far. 

EF: You’re a really good 
golfer. How long have you been 
playing? 

MM: My father made me 
start when I was three because 
he wanted me to play in the 
father-daughter tournament at 
our golf club.

EF: Who is your favorite 
professional golfer?

MM: Paula Creamer

 EF: Do you have a favorite 
golf course? 

MM: Evanston Golf Club, 
outside of Chicago, where I live.

EF: Go-to pump-up song? 
MM: “Peanut Butter Jelly,” 

by Galantis. 

EF: What's your ideal golf 
outfit? 

MM:  Light blue shirt, white 
skirt, and hat.

EF: What's your favorite 
golf movie? 

MM: Happy Gilmore (“Lotta 
pressure. You gotta rise above it. 
You gotta harness in the good 
energy, block out the bad. Har-
ness energy. Block bad.”)

EF: Any pre-game rituals? 
MM: Jackie tells us to visual-

ize ourselves sinking even the 
longest putts in one putt.

EF: How much is the rate to 
be your caddy? 

MM: To be my caddy, I would 
think you would have to pay me 
15 dollars an hour (because I'm 
that fantastic to be around).

EF: What's the best memory 
of your golf career? 

MM: When the Choate golf 
team beat Loomis, and we went 
to Chick-fil-A afterwards.

EF: Have you won any titles?
MM: My dad and I won our 

father-daughter tournament 
in 2013, and I won the 2008 
juniors golf tournament at the 
same club.

EF: Do you have any good 
luck charms when you play? 

MM: My pink golf glove!

Wee are the Champions:
When Small Stature Wins Big

By JarEd milazzo ’16 
News Reporter

PHOTO/CHOATE FLICKR

A determined Choate runner, Jackson Elkins ’17, eyes the finish line.

TRACK HITS A HURDLE 
AT FOUNDERS LEAGUE

CHAMPIONSHIPS
By EbEn Cook ’18 

News Staff Reporter

In the midst of great season 
with only two combined losses,  the 
Boys’ and Girls’ track teams trav-
eled to Avon Old Farms to compete 
in the Founder’s League Track and 
Field Championship on Saturday, 
May 9. Entering the meet, Choate 
looked to contend with eight other 
strong schools and classic rivals: 
Avon Old Farms, Westminster, 
Kingswood Oxford, Trinity Pawl-
ing, Taft, Loomis Chaffee, Miss 
Porters, and Hotchkiss.  Plagued 
by injury, the boys and girls’ teams 
fell short of its goal and previous 
standard of performance, placing 
sixth and third out of eight, respec-
tively. Captain Samantha Harney 
’15 explained, “This was a huge set 
back for our team. In the Founders 
League, you can only race if you are 
set in the lineup by Thursday.” So 
with an injury-riddled team, this 
would prove to be a long day for 
the Wild Boars.

Though impacted by injury, 
Choate remains optimistic, as there 
were some personal records broken 
throughout the meet. Jackson 
Elkins ’18, a freshman distance 
runner on the boys’ squad, com-
mented, “This was not obviously 
what we were looking for, but it was 
a great day for some individuals.” 
Lauren Lamb ’17 and Maya Birney 
’17 both put up personal bests in 
their events. Harney said, “Maya 
Birney was phenomenal! She was 
determined to win big today, and 
she accomplished her goal. She 
smoked everyone in her heat and 
finished the race with nearly 20 
meters between her and the next 
runner.” Uzo Biosah ’16 also had 
a great day on the girls’ side in the 
100m and 200m, even though 
she ran with an ailing hip. Harney 
elaborated, “She has been out part 
of the season with hip injuries, but 
she really stepped up and helped our 
team out. This just reiterates why 
she is one of our captains: she is will-
ing to go the distance for the team.”

On the guys’ side, there were 
many Wild Boars that stepped up 
to fill in the gaps due to various 
rough injuries. Kwabena Ayim-
Aboagye ’16, the top male hurdler 
on the team, placed fourth in both 
the 100m and the 300m hurdles. 
Ramy El Baghir ’15 placed well in 
the pole vault event. Will Harris ’15 
stepped up when star sprinter Sean 
Banda ’15 could not compete due 
to injury. Elkins commented, “Will 
Harris pulled a lot of weight in the 
sprinting events and long jump in 
Banda’s place. He was huge in fill-
ing in for Sean, and everyone did a 
great job of stepping up.” 

Both 4x400m sprinting teams 
placed third in the event. The boys’ 
team consisted of Mikel Zembo-
rain ’15, Jackson Elkins ’18, Gabe 
Zanuttini-Frank ’15, and O’Neil 
Brown ’16, and the girls’ team 
consisted of Maya Birney ’17, 
Chelsea Swift ’15, Haley Williams 
’18, and Jerri Norman ’17. The 
effort of O’Neil Brown ’16 in the 
4x400 m race especially helped the 
team to place third, as he sped past 
the third place runner in the last 
leg of the race.

The next and final meet for the 
team is the New England Cham-
pionships at Northfield Mount 
Hermon. When asked about expec-
tations for this big final race, Elkins 
commented, “I think the main goal 
is to just have everyone run their 
personal records. Although track is 
scored as a team, if you’re running 
personal records, then that really 
adds up for the team at the end of 
the day. So if we all peak at the right 
time, then the sky is the limit for 
us.” Harney said, “This next week 
will be crucial for our top runners to 
recover so that they can run in New 
Englands. We are going up against 
some tough teams that have more 
depth in their events, but I am confi-
dent our team has what it takes to be 
successful.” With less experienced 
runners stepping up to the plate and 
injuries healing well, the final weeks 
look bright for the Choate Track and 
Field team.

ULTIMATE FRISBEE LOSES STATE 
PLAYOFFS BU T WINS SPIRIT AWARD

By JaCkson Elkins ’17 
News Staff Reporter

Ultimate Frisbee may not 
receive the attention that some 
higher profile sports on campus 
do, but nonetheless the highfly-
ing sport has  grown in popu-
larity in recent years. With a 
hardworking group of both boys 
and girls, Choate’s Frisbee team 
has lately  seen impressive suc-
cess, including an accomplished 
season thus far. Victory in last 
week’s Connecticut State Cham-
pionship would have marked a 
major milestone for the team.

On Saturday, May 9, with 
a 5-6-1 record, Choate Ulti-
mate travelled to The Hotchkiss 
School, in Lakeville, CT, for the 
Connecticut State Champion-
ship. The tournament was a big 
test for the Boars, particularly 
because of the group they were 
placed in. The team drew a pool 
filled with teams that had previ-
ously beaten them. Neverthe-
less, the Boars headed in with 
a positive attitude, led by their 
captains Noah Hastings ’15 and 
Tom Canna ’15, with coaches 
Mr. Jared Liu and Mr. Daniel 
Hartsoe.

The Boars  entered con -
fidently, believing that their 
preparations and conditioning in 
practice would be enough to car-
ry them. They found out quickly, 

however, that it would take much 
more than hours of running and 
disc-throwing to take them to 
the finals; they would need to 
work cohesively, while at the 
same time mustering individual 
fortitude. Unfortunately, the 
Wild Boars were unable to make 
it out of the first round, losing 
games to rivals Middletown 
High and Xavier High School 
(also in Middletown). Both of 
these teams went deep into the 
tournament, to the finals and 
semi-finals, respectively.

Choate’s record, however, is 
a poor indicator how the team 
felt about the day’s results. The 
team won the tournament’s 
Spirit Award for outstanding 
sportmanship and enthusiasm. 
Captain Tom Canna noted, “We 
were really happy with our level 
of play against some of the top 
teams in the state this week, and 
our coaches take a lot of pride in 
spirit of the game, which we won 
the award for.” 

Ben Wishnie-Edwards ’16 
said, “Although we didn’t get 
the results we hoped for on the 
scoreboard, the team captains 
of the other seven teams in the 
Division I tournament voted 
Choate as the team with the best 
sportsmanship.” 

Wishnie-Edwards added, 
“The spirit award is a big award 
to win, and we’re honored to take 

it home to Choate with us. It’s a 
testament to our resiliency and 
that we kept our composure.”

In addition to the sports-
manship award, the Wild Boars 
showed incredible individual 
strength.  Wishnie-Edwards 
said, “We were forced to play 
with few subs because of inju-
ries.” Rashad Saleh ’15 went 
down with a concussion and bro-
ken cheekbone during the first 
game. This alone demonstrates 
the intensity that comes with a 
sport like Ultimate. 

However, the team would 
not yield to injuries, so the Boars 
pressed on, with impressive per-
formances from Captain Hast-
ings ’15, who played “some of 
the best ultimate of his career,” 
as Wishnie-Edwards put it. 
Linds Cadwell ’16 and Addison 
Choi ’15 were also impressive, 
both playing crucial offensive 
and defensive roles. In addition, 
Cadwell didn’t take a substitu-
tion through all four games, in a 
demonstration of his grit.

This Saturday the team will 
host the New England Playoffs, 
on Maher Field, playing Hotch-
kiss and Chase Collegiate School.

With a continually develop-
ing program and a strong group 
of returners, the Ultimate team 
will surely be ready for some stiff 
competition in the state champi-
onship next year. 

There are three main at-
tributes, height, weight, and 
strength, which used to be com-
mon characteristics of almost 
all successful athletes. Whether 
it was soccer, football, hockey, 
lacrosse, softball, or basketball, 
size seemed to be the fundamental 
element to success. However, as 
the years have passed, the dynam-
ics of each sport have changed. 
Height, weight, and strength 
have all been replaced by speed, 
agility, and knowledge for the 
game. These days, the modern 
and ideal athlete is one who can 
quickly make a smart decision in 
a game or blow by a defensemen 
with lightning-like speed. At Cho-
ate, large athletes often find great 
success. However, there are many 
athletes who have adopted what it 
means to be a modern athlete. Jack 
Shultz ’16 (one of three captains 
on the Choate Boys’ Soccer team), 
Andrew Gallahue ’15 (Choate 
Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse standout), 
and Claire Marshall ’17 (Girls’ 
Varsity Field Hockey and Lacrosse 
star), all of whom do not surpass 
5’8” at the most, have managed 
to achieve tremendous success in 
each of their sports despite their 
relatively small size. 

Jack Shultz ’16 grew up play-
ing soccer, hockey, and lacrosse 
– three sports that used to require 
physically large players. Shultz, 
who is 5’5” and has chosen an 
athletic career in soccer, has proven 
to everyone in the Founders League 
that he is capable of dominating on 
the soccer field. With his incredible 
speed, skilled footwork, and can-
non of a leg, Jack Shultz has made 
a significant impact on the Choate 
Soccer team as one of their top 
strikers. When asked about how 
his size has impacted his game, 
Shultz stated, “I can make quick 
movements a lot faster than some 
of my bigger opponents because of 
my shorter steps. This helps me get 
separation between my opponents 
and myself, which allows me more 
time to do what I want with the 
ball.” However, when talking with 
Jack, he did make it clear that his 
size has created some restrictions 
on his ability to face large defend-
ers. However, this has not been a 
huge issue, pun intended, because 
he has learned to use his size and 
his body to his advantage. “It [his 
size] has been a part of my life and 
I’ve been dealing with it for as long 
as I can remember. It is really a 
great feeling when your opponents 
underestimate you because of your 
size, and then you outcompete them 
during the game.” Jack Shultz has 
embraced his role as a modern ath-
lete and looks forward to continuing 
his success on the field next year at 
Choate and eventually in college. 

Andrew Gallahue ’15, a post-
graduate from St. John’s Prep in 
Massachusetts, is an attackman 
on the Boys’ Lacrosse team. His 
impact on the team has been simply 
profound. Gallahue, who is 5’7”, 
has dominated against many teams 
in the league this year with his solid 
stick skills, knowledge of the game, 
speedy decision-making skills, and 
his ability to perform under pres-
sure. When asked about how his 
size disadvantages him in lacrosse, 
Andrew stated, “There really are 
not very many disadvantages with 
my height because I do not let 
people push me around. In fact, I 
think that there are a multitude of 
advantages such as having a low 
center of gravity which allows me 
to plow through opposing players.” 
Additionally, Gallahue explained 
that since players always seem to 
underestimate him because of his 
size, he is able to easily beat them 

to the net because they are not ex-
pecting it. Next year, “Gally” will be 
taking his talents to Villanova Uni-
versity to play division one lacrosse. 

Claire Marshall ’17, another 
player who has embraced her role 
as the modern athlete, is a star 
player for the Choate Girls’ La-
crosse team. When asked how her 
size has impacted her game, Claire 
told The News, “Going into big 
games, I don’t think about my size 
as a disadvantage. I try to see myself 
as a ‘big’ player by having speed, 
skill, and mental strength, which I 
believe make up for physical weak-
nesses.” This shows that height and 
weight are not necessarily the most 
important characteristics to have as 
an athlete. Claire also commented 
on this issue by stating that her 
small size is actually a significant 
advantage. “When the area in front 
of the goal is crowded, I think my 

size helps me weave through people 
and avoid the charge call.” Because 
Claire has been able to embrace her 
role as a small but agile player on 
the field, she has had tremendous 
success this year and will go on to 
play at Dartmouth University.

As evidenced by the success 
of Jack Shultz, Andrew Gallahue, 
and Claire Marshall, size does not 
necessarily equate to success in 
sports as it once did. All three of 
these athletes exemplify what it 
means to be a modern athlete and 
show how the dynamics of sports 
are changing today. Skilled, quick, 
smart, and agile athletes now make 
up what was a world that was once 
dominated by large, strong, and 
bulky athletes. Although size and 
momentum can help in sports, skill 
and quickness have proven to be 
far more valuable assets in today’s 
athletic world.

As Morgan goes into her 
final year as a Wild Boar golfer 
in 2016, she will certainly be 
one of the team’s leaders and 
top performers. Her love for 
the game of golf translates well 
onto the course. If Morgan’s 
countless other interests and 
activities, such as the piano, are 
any indication, her golf career is 
just getting started.


