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Will Woolfson Jarvis ’15 and Lenny Sandberg ’17 spend their afternoon slacklining outside of Hill House. Students and faculty can finally 
enjoy the warm weather now that spring seems to have arrived.  

MOECKEL ’16 AND MADERO-MURILLO ’15 P R E S E N T  N U C LE A R  P O LI C Y  I N  J A PA N
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Choate students tested their knowledge of economics at the Harvard Pre-Collegiate Economics Challenge. 
The competition consisted of a rigorous multiple-choice exam and a round-robin quiz bowl tournament. 

ALU M N A JU D G E 
T O SP E A K A T 

COM M EN C E M EN T

STUDENTS TRIUMPH AT HARVARD PRE-
COLLEGIATE ECONOMICS CHALLENGE 

By Julie Tamura ’16 
News Reporter

By HannaH lemmons ’16 
News Staff Reporter

By Truelian lee ’17 
News Staff Reporter

See ECON CHALLENGE, page 3 See JAPAN, page 2

From March 27 to April 4, 
students Lucia Madero-Murillo 
’15 and Christopher Moeckel ’16 
traveled with HPRSS teacher 
Mr. Jim Davidson to Hiroshi-
ma, Japan to participate in the 
annual Critical Issues Forum 
(CIF), a conference dedicated 
to increasing awareness about 
nuclear non-proliferation and 
fostering discussion and critical 
thinking among high schoolers. 

Sponsored by the James 
Martin Center for Nonprolifera-
tion Studies and the Middlebury 

Institute of International Studies 
at Monterey, the Critical Issues 
Forum has encouraged students 
to think analytically about the 
important benefits and difficult 
challenges of nuclear disarma-
ment for over 15 years, expand-
ing from national workshops 
in the 1990s to international 
events by 2001. However, this 
particular conference was espe-
cially unique, as this year marks 
the 70th annual commemoration 
of the dropping of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima. The theme 
of the conference was “Nuclear 
Disarmament: Humanitarian 
Approach.” In a two-part proj-

ect, students from seven schools 
located across the United States 
(including Choate), two Rus-
sian schools, and five Japanese 
schools worked independently to 
create presentations answering 
questions that provided back-
ground on atomic weaponry and 
solutions that would potentially 
affect global disarmament. 

The deans and history de-
partment faculty worked in 
tandem to recommend students 
who were believed to have a 
clear interest in international 
relations, strong collaborative 
skills, and a self-sufficient work 
ethic to apply; however, anyone 
interested could apply. “This 
particular year, we knew it was a 
really special opportunity and we 
had 12 outstanding candidates, 
so I wouldn’t say it was an easy 
choice by any stretch,” said Mr. 
Davidson. He continued, “Chris 
and Lucia had worked together 
before and had demonstrated 
an interest in international rela-
tions. They were strong candi-
dates in a very strong pool.” 

After the deliberation pro-
cess ended, Madero-Murillo and 
Moeckel began to research major 
background about the issue of 
nuclear weapons—from the 
way atomic bombs work to non-
proliferation treaties that have 
been enacted before—which 
culminated in a PowerPoint 
presentation and report. “I feel 
like it was mostly to compel us to 
really educate ourselves before 
jumping into the heart of what 
we really needed to think criti-
cally about: finding solutions,” 
said Madero-Murillo. This part 
of the project was submitted and 
evaluated in early March. 

 Together, the two then cre-
ated the final presentation that 
they would soon deliver at the 
conference. Madero-Murillo 
and Moeckel understood that 
countries primarily have nuclear 
weapons to deter attacks from 
other nations, and, with that 
in mind, they proposed a solu-
tion: nuclear-armed countries 

should relinquish control of 
their weapons to the United Na-
tions, through a legally-binding 
agreement. In return, the U.N. 
would, if ever necessary, fire 
those weapons in the countries’ 
defense. Nuclear weapons would 
still act as deterrents, but the 
world would be one step closer 
to disarmament. 

For the first few days in 
Japan, Madero-Murillo and 
Moeckel—under the guidance of 
Mr. Davidson—mainly worked 
on fine-tuning the presentation 
but also had the opportunity to 
explore museums and memorial 
parks commemorating the drop-
ping of the bomb on Hiroshima. 
The students and teachers at-
tending the conference were 
even able to listen to a speech 
given by a Hibakusha, a survivor 
of the bombings. 

In addition, students lived 
with host families that were 
encouraged to take the students 
exploring and expose them to 
Japanese culture. “This was not 
only intended to be an educa-
tional experience but a cross-
cultural exchange as well,” said 
Mr. Davidson. Both Madero-
Murillo and Moeckel greatly 
enjoyed spending time with 
their host families. According to 
Madero-Murillo, “Spending that 
first night with our host families 
was definitely a culture shock…
but it was a really good experi-
ence overall; we got to learn a 
lot.” Agreed Moeckel, “We re-
ally got to see all these different 
parts of Japan that if we had just 
stayed in a hotel and gone to the 
conference we wouldn’t have 
experienced.” 

The conference formally 
began on April 2, consisting 
of not only student presenta-
tions but also panel discussions 
and speeches from educators, 
politicians, and UN personnel: 
including a keynote delivered 
by Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Disarmament, Non-Prolifera-
tion and Science Department, 

This past weekend, on Satur-
day, April 4, eight Choate students 
battled to the finish and answered 
difficult questions related to the 
field of economics as part of the 
Harvard Pre-Collegiate Econom-
ics Challenge (HPEC). Choate 
students were asked complex 
questions, such as the influential 
liberal economist who authored 
The Affluent Society, the number 

of Federal Reserve Banks in the 
United States, and various mac-
roeconomic and microeconomic 
terms. The students – Jack Brady 
’15, Toby Nelson ’15, Ginny Nie 
’15, Amy Qu ’15, Ryan Dant ’16, 
Jade Goldstein ’16, Dominique 
Williams ’16, and Albert Zhang 
’16 – were split into two groups 
in order to compete at the HPEC, 
one consisting of seniors, and the 
other of juniors. 

The competition itself was di-
vided into two segments: a ninety-

minute multiple-choice exam in 
the morning and a quiz bowl seg-
ment in the afternoon. The results 
from the exam were used to rank 
the teams for the round-robin quiz 
bowl tournament. Nearly thirty 
teams participated in the HPEC 
this year. 

“The questions on the multi-
ple-choice test are very hard. There 
are sixty questions, and the best 
score every year is around fifty. 
The average is around thirty-five to 
forty,” explained Jade Goldstein, a 

member of Choate’s junior HPEC 
team. She continued, “The scores 
from the multiple-choice test are 
summed, and the teams are seeded 
in sections of quiz bowl groupings 
based on how well they score.” For 
instance, students were asked to 
name the situation where shared 
resources were consumed more 
than is desirable from the stand-
point of society: the answer was the 
Tragedy of the Commons. 

The second part of the compe-
tition, the quiz bowl tournament, 
was fast-paced. Each round lasted 
18 minutes, with a maximum of 15 
questions. Members were allowed 
to buzz in before the question was 
fully read but were only allotted ten 
seconds to answer the question. 

“We didn’t do as well as we 
would have liked during the quiz 
bowl section,” remarked Gold-
stein. “It’s a very high-pressure 
environment. You don’t just have 
to know about economics, but also 
when to buzz in, how to guess the 
question, and such.” 

“We weren’t as prepared for 
that quiz bowl question.” Gold-
stein stated. The junior team played 
three matches in the quiz bowl 
tournament and was knocked out 
after the third match.

Last Wednesday, April 8, Head-
master Dr. Alex Curtis ended school 
meeting by dismissing the third, 
fourth, and fifth forms to reveal to 
the sixth form its commencement 
speaker. He announced that Choate 
alumna Katherine B. Forrest, class 
of 1982, would give the commence-
ment speech for the class of 2015.  

The Honorable Ms. Forrest 
graduated Choate in 1982. She 
went on to attend Wesleyan Univer-
sity and earned a bachelor’s degree 
with honors in 1986. She received 
her law degree at the New York 
University School of Law, and is 
now a lawyer and a judge. 

Forrest currently serves on the 
United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York and 
has had a distinuished career. She 
has presided over several important 
cases, including the Silk Road trials 
in 2015, the Guantanamo case, 
and Hedges v. Obama, where she 
stopped the enforcement of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. 

About the process for se-
lecting the graduation speak-
er for this year,  Dr.  Curtis 
commented,“Traditionally, we get 
suggestions from many faculty 
members and start quite early in 
the academic year. We try to make 
it quite specific to the graduating 
year. Given that it is Choate’s 125th 
anniversary, we really wanted an 
alumnus and we came to that deci-
sion pretty quick.” He continued, 
“We have had a wide range of 
people for graduation speakers in 

the past years. We try to find some-
one who will be a significant figure 
for the event because graduation is a 
big deal and someone who will have 
a good message for the students.” 

Some recent graduation speak-
ers have included comedian Seth 
Meyers, Choate alum and 4-time 
Olympian Angela Ruggiero’98, 
and TV host of What Would You 
Do? John Quinones. About having 
a female speaker, Dr. Curtis said, 
“As a coeducational school, we try 
to have gender equity as much as we 
can. So we wanted a female speaker 
since we have had male speakers for 
the last couple of years.”

What makes Judge Forrest 
such an intriguing speaker is her life 
experience. She came from a poor 
background, for a time her family 
was dependent on food stamps, and 
she entered Choate on a scholar-
ship. Dr. Curtis remarked, “When 
we spoke to her, she very clearly 
said that Choate has played a pretty 
significant role in preparing her for 
the level of responsibility she has. In 
that way, I thought that she would 
have an important message. She is 
a really independent thinker who 
does the right thing and is resolute, 
so in that way it really fits for what 
we are looking for in a graduation 
speaker. She has accomplished a 
lot and did it herself through hard 
work and commitment. Her experi-
ence is one that everyone could also 
relate to.” 

According to Leyla Abdella ’15, 
“When Dr. Curtis presented the de-
tails of her life story, that was what 

See COMMENCEMENT, page 3
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Lucia Madero-Murillo ’15 and Chris Moeckel ’16 stand with a fellow participant of the Critical Issues Forum.

Leo Shimonaka ’14 Takes First at Hackathon

STUDENTS SEE THE MANY 
FACES OF EULER’S FORMULA

By Haley CHang ’18 
News Staff Reporter

By ross moseley ’17 
News Reporter

CHOATE HOLDS FIRST EVER 
INTERSCHOOL MODEL UNITED 

NATIONS CONFERENCE
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Members of Choate’s MUN team stand proudly after the conclusion of the Choate Model United Nations Conference I. 

By saloni Jaiswal ’16 
News Editor
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Leo Shimonaka ’14, a Choate alumnus, used his programming and application development skills to win 
at the recent Rochester Institute of Technology’s iOS App Challenge, a five day Hackathon. 

On Thursday, April 9, students 
gathered in Getz Auditorium to 
attend a lecture by Professor Yair 
Minsky, a mathematics professor 
at Yale University. Minsky’s lec-
ture, “The Many Faces of Euler’s 
Formula: Polyhedra, Flows and 
Fixed Points,” explored Leonhard 
Euler’s formula, its proof, and its 
implications. 

In 1750, Euler, a Swiss math-
ematician, explained a simple re-
lationship between the numbers 
of vertices, edges, and faces of a 
polyhedron: V - E + F = 2. During 
the lecture, Minsky described the 
implications for geometry, vectors 
fields and flows, and dynamical 
systems of this formula.

“My students were very into the 
topic. Professor Minsky explained 
the vocabulary very well when he 
used the terms, and the examples 
were all things students should have 
seen before. I enjoyed it very much 
myself,” said Dr. Zeynep Isvan, a 
Choate AP Calculus teacher.

Minsky received his A.B. in 
Mathematics at Princeton Univer-
sity, M.S. in Computer Science at 
Columbia University, and Ph.D. 
in Mathematics at Princeton Uni-
versity. Before arriving at Yale in 
2003, he taught at the University 
of Michigan, the State University 
of New York at Stony Brook, and 
Technion – the Israel Institute of 
Technology. In 2010, Minsky was 
named Chair of the Mathematics 
Department at Yale, where he has 
initiated a program called “Math 
Mornings,” public lectures aimed 

to bring the joy and variety of math-
ematics to local students. 

“I met Professor Minsky when 
I attended one of the Math Morning 
lectures with my son,” explained 
Mr. Joe Scanio, a science teacher 
who first reached out to Minsky. 
“Math Mornings is a great op-
portunity for local middle and high 
school students to learn more about 
fascinating and usual aspects of 
mathematics. I suggested inviting 
Professor Minsky to Choate because 
his passion of communicating the 
beauty and rigor of mathematics 
to a broader audience resembled 
much of the objective of Choate’s 
Mathematics Lecture Series.”

When Minsky arrived at Cho-
ate on Thursday afternoon, he was 
given a tour of the Lanphier Center 
and Kohler Environmental Center. 
After the tour, Minsky commented, 
“I decided to give the talk when Mr. 
Joe Scanio and Mr. Fred Djang 
invited me because it seemed like 
it would be fun, and I got a strong 
impression from them that there 
would be a lot of students interested 
in such a talk. That impression was 
certainly right! I was very impressed 
with Choate when I arrived at the 
campus—not just by its physical 
size and impressive facilities, but 
also by the fact that students here 
are really engaged in what they are 
doing. The Kohler Environmental 
Center and the facilities in the new 
math building, as well as the ac-
tivities that go on in them, seemed 
pretty special.”

Since 1982, Mr. Fred Djang has 
directed the Mathematics Lecture 
Series, a program intended to help 
Choate students connect what 

they are learning in their classes to 
real-life applications. Regarding the 
lectures, Dr. Matthew Bardoe, Head 
of the Mathematics and Computer 
Science Department, said, “What 
the mathematics department is 
trying to achieve with the Lecture 
Series is to show a couple of things 
to our students. One of them is to 
show that math is alive in the world 
outside of school. For instance, we 
previously had a professor talking 
to us about creating a solar oven, 
which is an example of how people 
are taking math and applying it 
elsewhere. The other goal is to show 
them amazing things can only be 
explained by thinking mathemati-
cally.”

According to Mr. Djang, the 
lectures are not designed to comple-
ment a particular class or a topic, 
or only appeal to math-oriented 
students; every lecture has a differ-
ent target audience. For this lecture, 
most of the audience members were 
enrolled in upper-level math classes. 
“At the end the lecture, some stu-
dents came up to Professor Minsky, 
thanked him, and even offered 
their own thoughts on the matter 
and asked for his opinion. I have 
no doubt that the speaker left the 
school with a very good impression 
of Choate,” remarked Mr. Djang.

“In the future, I would very 
much like to team up with different 
departments and find how I can 
relate mathematics to fields in art, 
social sciences, literature, and more. 
Like how I collaborated with Mr. 
Scanio in this lecture, I am hoping 
that the Lecture Series will branch 
out to other departments as well,” 
concluded Mr. Djang.

This year, at the 2015 Roch-
ester Institute of Technology‘s 
iOS App Challenge, a five day 
Hackathon, Choate alum Leo 
Shimonaka ’14, now a fresh-
man Computer Science and 
the Arts major at Yale Univer-
sity, won with his creation of 
the app: “Miru.” The goal of the 
Yale Hackathon was to create 
a “novel IOS multimedia app” 
using Apple’s own coding soft-
ware: Swift. By incorporating 
relevent data from the iPhone’s 
camera and GPS, Miru merged 
the physical and digital world.

 Many institutions have now 
begun to cater to individuals 

interested in computer program-
ming. In what are called Hack-
athons, hundreds of like-minded 
students and individuals gather 
for roughly one weekend to pro-
gram and work with teams to 
design and invent a novel piece 
of software or hardware that 
they think will not only please 
the judges, but impact the world 
in some way. Hackathons put 
exceptionally brilliant students 
together in an incredibly stress-
ful environment and test their 
ability to be creative, effective, 
and critical with almost no sleep 
and a very limited time frame. 
Hackathons bring in kids who 
can dream big and can thrive 
under pressure. These are some 

of the major qualities that com-
panies like Apple or Google look 
for in applicants. 

In an interview for Yale Uni-
versity, Shimonaka said, “Unlike 
virtual reality, which is fully 
simulated, my app gives users 
the freedom to tie digital entities, 
known as nodes, to real world 
objects and locations through 
augmented reality.” He contin-
ued to explain the applicability 
of the app to real-life scenarios. 
“For example, I could create a 
node at the coordinates of an 
event I’m hosting. Then, when 
a user is in the area looking for 
something to do, they could use 
their camera lens to not only find 
my event but view comments and 
RSVPs from attendees, check-in 
upon arrival, and using the in-
tegrated ApplePay feature, even 
register and pay for attending.”

Hackathons can be difficult 
to enter because even though 
there are hundreds of people in 
attendance, hundreds more are 
deemed not good enough. Shi-
monaka won entrance into the 
Rochester Institute of Technolo-
gy App Challenge because of his 
performance at HackPrinceton 
2014, another Hackathon where 
he won the “Apple Award.” 

He mentioned that, despite 
winning this prestigious award, 
the Apple interview that was a 
part of the prize was a “complete 
disaster.” He saw the Rochester 
Hackathon as an opportunity to 

prove himself to Apple recruit-
ers, as he hopes to ultimately 
work at Apple in the future. 
Thankfully for Shimonaka, by 
winning the Rochester Hack-
athon, he won a software engi-
neering internship and another 
job interview at Apple. 

When Shimonaka was a 
student at Choate, he was an 
avid programmer and a lover 
computer science. In addition 
to computer science, he worked 
as Technology Manager for 
The News, and was a captain of 
the Varsity Boys’ Crew team. 
Shimonaka has loved computer 
science all his life. “I enjoyed 
creating things ever since I was 
small.” He added, “Program-
ming is like art, where I can cre-
ate anything in a digital canvas. 
That creative freedom is what I 
enjoy.”

Shimonaka insisted that his 
motivation behind program-
ming is “not necessary the act 
of coding, but programming as 
a means to bring some idea to 
life.” He encourages everyone 
at Choate and elsewhere to try 
coding, as it is something that he 
has loved. According to Shimon-
aka, programming is not only a 
source of artistic expression, but 
also a source of freedom in his 
work. “Hackathons have been 
and always will be a place to 
learn by doing. At the end of the 
day programming is what you 
can do and build.”

Deputy Director General Mr. Yo-
shitoshi Nakamura; a video mes-
sage from Ms. Virginia Gamba, 
Director and Deputy to the High 
Representative for Disarma-
ment Affairs, United Nations 
Office for Disarmament Affairs; 
and introduction from Jeff Adler 
’95, a Choate alum and current 
U.S. Embassy Public Affairs As-
sistant Attaché. 

After the last day of stu-
dent presentations, Kazumi 
Mizumoto and Robert Jacobs 
from the Hiroshima Peace Re-
search Institute evaluated each 
team, and the participants began 
preparations for a public sym-
posium the next day. Based on 
their work, Madero-Murillo and 

Moeckel, alongside Japanese 
students from the host school, 
were chosen to showcase their 
presentations at the symposium. 

Upon returning from Hiroshi-
ma, Madero-Murillo and Moeckel 
felt incredibly influenced by their 
journey and the conference. They 
are eager to share their experience 
with the Choate community.

“After going to this confer-
ence, I decided that majoring in 
international relations and mak-
ing that my career was definitely 
what I wanted to do,” said Made-
ro-Murillo. Moeckel found the 
experience particularly valuable 
because of the new perspectives 
introduced. “When we read about 
Hiroshima and about the bomb-
ing, we naturally take an American 
perspective that the bomb was 
necessary. After hearing about all 

the people who died and seeing 
the destruction really showed me 
that no action justified the action 
of nuclear bombs,” he explained. 

At Choate, the team hopes to 
give presentations to third and 
fourth formers about the CIF to 
generate interest. By the end of 
April, they hope to have collected 
signatures from the commu-
nity and contribute them to the 
500,000 that have already been 
gathered for a petition created by 
the Japanese students to the UN 
about nuclear nonproliferation. 
In addition, the students are con-
sidering possibly working with the 
Japanese students on a campaign 
to fold a thousand paper cranes, 
a symbol of peace, to install as 
a memorial of the Hiroshima 
bombing at the Children’s Peace 
Museum in Japan. 

On Sunday, April 12, at the 
Choate Model United Nations 
Conference I (CMUNC I), middle 
school and high school students 
debated global issues such as food 
security in Africa, the availabil-
ity of vaccinations in developing 
countries, the 1991 Sierra Leonean 
Civil War, and the sustainability of 
the 2015 FIFA World Cup. Around 
sixty delegates from the Eaglebrook 
School, Trinity-Pawling School, 
Cheshire Academy, Joel Barlow 
High School, and Choate attended 
the first ever conference organized 
and hosted by Choate’s own Model 
United Nations (MUN) team. 

Student delegates from these 
schools were separated into each of 
the four committees: the United Na-
tions Environmental Programme; 
the Federation Internationale de 
Football Association committee; the 
Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural 
Committee; and the Sierra Leonean 
Cabinet, a crisis committee in which 
delegates were sent back in time to 
1990 and were placed in the ongo-
ing Sierra Leonean Civil War. 

Members of Choate’s Model 
United Nations team started plan-
ning the conference in fall term 
and have spent countless hours 
and days creating topic guides and 

resources for the student delegates. 
Experienced sophomore, junior 
and senior MUN members from 
Choate were heavily involved in 
the process of organizing the con-
ference. Many juniors and seniors 
chaired and moderated the various 
committees. Devon Bernsley ’16, 
the Director of Communications, 
and Nicholas Petrocelli ’16 man-
aged the communications aspect 
of the conference. Choate MUN 
President Morgan Harris ’15 served 
as the Secretary-General of the 
conference, and Samuel Lee ’15 and 
Michael Guo ’15 served as the vice 
presidents. HPRSS faculty mem-
bers Mr. Charles Hopkins and Ms. 
Melva Lopez were the faculty advi-
sors and supported and oversaw 
the organization of the conference. 

According to Michael Guo ’15, 
Vice President of Choate’s MUN 
team, “After MUN elections last 
year, our president Morgan Har-
ris placed a strong emphasis on 
creating Choate’s very own MUN 
conference. We played with the 
idea repeatedly and eventually it 
became something we had to do 
before we would graduate.”

Harris noted that Choate 
students and faculty who were 
involved in the creation of the 
conference faced several obstacles. 
“Choate has never held its own 
conference before, and we never 

a model to work with from the be-
ginning. Many our own members 
had attended high school confer-
ences in the past, so we knew what 
worked and what didn’t work at 
other conferences. Overall, creat-
ing something from scratch was 
very difficult,” noted Harris. 

Similarly, Guo stated that Cho-
ate’s MUN team had to “create 
the rules for the committee, the 
awards, the invitations emails, and 
just about everything related to the 
conference without any foundation 
to work off of.” 

“The single hardest challenge 
for me personally was organizing 
and delegating roles to numerous 
staffers who made this conference 
possible.” Harris also noted that it 
took a lot of effort to get in touch 
with the Communications depart-
ment at Choate as well as reaching 
out to other schools that would 
potentially attend the conference. 

“Something that we stressed 
at our conference that was different 
from other high school conferences 
was that not only did we want del-
egates to improve their debating 
and public speaking skills, but we 
also wanted to emphasize creativ-
ity. The delegates who won awards 
were the ones who stretched their 
boundaries and used creativity, 

See Model UN, page 3
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“Around The World” 
Showcases Diversity 

and Culture at Choate
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Choate students engage their creative genius at the African cultural booth during the “Around The World” fair. 

By namsai seTHopornpong ’17 
News Staff Reporter

MEM BASEMENT AND 
CHAPEL HOUSE TO WELCOME 

NEW FORMS IN 2015-16
As the Admission Office has 

been busy sending out acceptance 
letters and registering incoming 
students, the Choate deans have 
been busy rearranging housing on 
campus in order to accommodate 
the accepted students. Director of 
Residential Life Mr. Will Morris 
and Administrative Assistant to 
Dean of Students Ms. Vicki LiPuma 
have been working alongside Dean 
of Students Mr. James Stanley, to 
discuss and finalize the plans for 
housing changes that will be in ef-
fect next year. In order to house the 
influx of freshmen boys, the base-
ment of Memorial House will start 
housing freshmen boys instead of 
junior boys, and to house the large 
junior girls’ class, Chapel House will 
be converted from a senior boys’ 
dorm to a junior girls’ dorm. 

Traditionally, the third form 
girls’ applicant pool has steadily 
increased, while the boys’ has 
stayed relatively the same. How-
ever, this year, the boys’ applicant 
pool equaled the girls’ applicant 
pool. To accommodate the new 
third form boys next year, the extra 
beds in Memorial House basement 
will be available to freshmen boys. 
Additionally, there will be an extra 
prefect in Mem. 

The current fourth form class 
already has a high percentage of 
girls, to the point that if Choate 
didn’t add any junior girls’ beds, Ad-

By Dagny Belak ’16 
News Reporter

missions would have been restricted 
in admitting new fifth form girls. 
The deans addressed this problem 
by converting Chapel House into a 
junior girls’ dorm. 

“What we decided we needed 
to do at least to have the opportunity 
for some new girls to join the form 
as 4th and 5th formers is that we 
would have to designate a house 
for a new 5th form house. That 
frees up some space,” commented 
Mr. Morris. Chapel was ultimately 
chosen because of its small size and 
the willingness of its residential ad-
viser, Mr. Jared Liu. Chapel has long 
been home to six senior boys and 
was necessary this year to accom-
modate the large senior boys’ class 
size. However, next year, sixth form 
boys will not need the extra dorm. 

In response to the housing 
switch, Chapel will also introduce a 
senior prefect. Maria  Shevchenko-
Masnyj ’16 will be the house’s sole 
prefect and will share duties with 
Mr. Liu and another adviser yet to 
be named. Although the situation 
may seemingly be unusual, Mr. 
Morris commented, “It’s not un-
precedented to have a house with 
one prefect. We’ve done it before 
and it’s worked successfully, so we 
have some experience that suggests 
it could actually be good.”

 Shevchenko-Masnyj also re-
mains optimistic. “I know this 
year’s prefect program was very 
competitive, and a lot of people who 
were qualified didn’t get in, so I am 
just happy to be able to have the 

chance to be a prefect, especially 
in a small dorm.  I feel like we are 
going to be a very tight knit group, 
and I’m excited.”

 Mr. Liu echoed those senti-
ments. “We’re excited even if we 
don’t know what to expect.”

Mr. Morris hopes these hous-
ing changes can eventually create a 
long-lasting influence on campus. 
“For Memorial House, my hope 
is that we are able to launch more 
Choate students’ careers as third 
formers, so my hope is that the third 
form boys’ applicant pool will con-
tinue to be strong and will continue 
to board and have somewhere in 
Mem. So that change is something 
that I hope will persist.” 

However, Mr. Morris remains 
uncertain about future plans for 
Chapel House. “There are so many 
things that happen one year from 
the next, whether it’s students com-
ing in or leaving the school. There 
are so many factors in choosing 
housing that the idea of who lives 
there is something we do every year, 
and the decisions about houses we 
choose to flip is made on so many 
factors. For this year, Chapel was 
a good choice, but it may very well 
change again,” said Mr. Morris. 

Although he cannot be sure 
how the changes will work out, Mr. 
Morris hopes that the incoming 
students will be happy wherever 
they end up. “At the end of the day 
we want to make sure everyone has 
a home, and that’s ultimately the 
goal of all this,” he said. 

LOVEJOY TO STEP UP 
AS THIRD FORM DEAN 

Preparation for the 2015-2016 
school year has already begun with 
the start of spring term. Ms. Fran 
O’Donoghue will be stepping down 
from her position as third form 
dean, and science teacher Ms. Emily 
Lovejoy will be the new dean to the 
third formers. Mr. Gordon Armour, 
the current third form boys’ dean, 
will continue to advise freshmen 
boys next year. Although the deans 
have discussed the possibility of 
non-binary deans, Dean of Students 
Mr. James Stanley said that no final 
decision has been made.

Mrs. O’Donoghue, who is 
affectionately referred to as Fran 
by students, has assumed the 
role as the third form girls’ dean 
for eight years. Next year, she 
will be teaching three classes of 
physics and chemistry, a typical 
load for a science teacher. 

When questioned about her 
decision to step down, she replied 
with a laugh, “I have been doing 
the dean’s job for eight years, and I 
think that’s a good amount of time 
to be dean. I think it’s a great job, 
and one person shouldn’t hog it.” 

Ms. Lovejoy is currently a 
science teacher and has been a 

By alyssa sHin ’18 
News Reporter

part of the Choate community 
for many years. She graduated 
from Choate as a four-year day 
student in 2006. As such, Ms. 
Lovejoy has experienced Choate 
both as a student and a teacher. 

Ms. Lovejoy hopes that her 
experience as a Choate graduate will 
guide her in her duties as the third 
form dean. “I think that I have a dif-
ferent perspective on this campus, 
being an alum. The first two years 
I taught, my brother was a student 
here. This made me realize what a 
great role the deans have, and the 
relationship they had with the stu-
dents. That’s the first time I thought 
I really want to become a part of this 
process,” explained Ms. Lovejoy.

After graduating from Bryn 
Mawr College, she returned to Cho-
ate to intern in the science depart-
ment. The fall after the internship, 
she started teaching Intro to Biol-
ogy, Geo Science, Global Scientific 
Issues and Marine Science full time .

Ms. Lovejoy has never taught 
or advised freshmen. “This will 
be my fourth year at Choate. 
I’ve lived with seniors, juniors, 
sophomores, but it is exciting to 
have the chance to get to know 
freshmen. I am looking forward to 
meeting students right as they en-
ter the school,” said Ms. Lovejoy.

Although the transition from 
teaching to advising is a sig-
nificant change, Ms. Lovejoy is 
well prepared. She was the dean 
of middle school girls for the 
2014 Choate summer programs, 
which has helped her better tran-
sition to being a full-time dean. 

Ms. Lovejoy said, “I took the 
job thinking it would be a great 
way to learn about what it would 
be like, being a dean for the 
regular school year. I thought my 
experience would lend itself well 
to this new position. It was good 
training for what is to come.” 

Ms. Lovejoy also has the sup-
port of many experienced deans, 
such as Mr. Armour, to aid her in 
her new endeavor. “I am looking for-
ward to learning from Mr. Armour 
and the other deans. We call them 
the dean team,” said Ms. Lovejoy. 

As the future third form dean, 
Ms. Lovejoy hopes to be an ap-
proachable, supportive, and helpful 
figure. “I think freshman year can 
be wonderful but also can be really 
scary, and I really hope that students 
will be approachable and comfort-
able to coming to me for homesick-
ness, roommate problems, etc. My 
biggest hope is being approachable 
and helping students navigate Cho-
ate,” said Ms. Lovejoy.

which enabled them to stretch their 
knowledge and ability in committee 
sessions,” stated Harris. 

Twelve delegates who attended 
the conference walked away with 
awards and honors. In each com-
mittee, a Best Delegate, an Out-
standing Delegate, and at least 
one Honorable Mention were 
awarded to delegates who showed 
exemplary performance during 
committee sessions. 

In the future, Choate’s MUN 

team hopes to continue its tradi-
tion of organizing an annual MUN 
conference. “The entire Choate 
MUN cabinet is so excited to look 
forward to next year and see what 
the future cabinet can bring to the 
next conference,” said Guo. 

“The sense of accomplishment 
that we feel here on the MUN team 
is outstanding right now. We took 
a huge risk in deciding to run this 
conference but it did pay off. April 
12 will surely be a day to be remem-
bered in our team’s history, and I 
personally can’t wait to hear about 
how ChoateMUNC I and this era 

in our team’s history helped set the 
framework for even more successful 
Choate delegations and conferences 
in the future,” concluded Harris. 

Model UN
Continued from Page 2

The senior team suffered a 
similar fate. “In the beginning, 
we didn’t do that well with the 
quiz bowl, and we adjusted our 
strategies and our plans, and we 
tried our best,” commented Nie. 
However, she added, “We really 
worked together as team, and 
we learned from these mistakes.”

Choate first participated in 
the competition back in 2009, 
but due to scheduling issues, 
Choate did not participate again 
until 2013. Mr. Ted Hartsoe, an 
economics teacher, coordinated 
the teams for the challenge. He 

commented that he hoped the 
HPEC would “give kids a chance 
to do something additional with 
economics. We have a number 
of kids who have taken a lot 
of economics classes, that are 
really interested in economics, 
and this challenge gives them 
something to do outside a class.”

About preparing for the 
HPEC, Qu commented, “I re-
viewed the material from the 
courses I had taken already, but 
the other team members and I 
also studied together. I wouldn’t 
say it was work – it was really fun 
and we bonded over it.”

The types of questions in the 
HPEC were different from the 

questions frequently discussed 
in Choate economics classes. 
“We didn’t know what kinds 
of questions we’re going to be 
asked, so we have to search up 
as much ‘trivia’ as possible.” Nie 
stated, “It’s very different to hear 
a question and then answer it in 
ten seconds as opposed to just 
seeing the question.” During the 
competition, Choate students 
were expected to know current 
international events and its ef-
fects on the global economy.

Out of the 32 teams pres-
ent at the competition, in the 
written section, the senior team 
placed 2nd and the junior team 
placed 14th. 

Econ Challenge
Continued from Page 1

made me really excited. Her story 
is not a typical one you expect from 
a Choate graduate. That makes her 
experience really inspirational. So I 
am looking forward to meeting with 
her and listening to what message 
she has for us.” Chanoot Tonnam 
Sirisoponslip ’15, said, “She seems 
to be inspirational and her life 
stories are really intriguing. I am 

This past Sunday, April 12, 
the International Students Society 
hosted a variety of booths display-
ing a variety of cultures that are 
represented at Choate as part of the 
“Around the World” fair. The fair 
was held at the Student Activities 
Center (SAC), and was the perfect 
way for students, faculty, and staff 
to spend their Sunday afternoons.

The fair offered students a 
glimpse of Choate’s cultural and 
national diversity. The SAC was 
filled with booths that featured 
different activities, such as jewelry 
making, and offered foreign foods, 
such as Ukrainian orange juice.

“We are trying to promote the 
‘international feeling’ at Choate. 
As a club, we want to show that 
Choate has more than one nation-
ality, and we want to encompass a 
variety of cultures. Choate fosters 
diversity, and that’s what we are 
trying to get across,” explained 
Vice President of the Internation-
al Student Society and Croatian 
citizen Ana Nenadic ’16.

The stations, run by mem-
bers of the ISS, included a “Guess 
the Flag” booth. “You guess the 
flag, you get it right, and you are 
rewarded with foreign candy,” 
described club president, Nina 
Zhou ’15. The station was especially 
popular among Choate students 
and faculty who were eager to test 
their knowledge of national flags. “I 
was surprised to find that I actually 
got a lot of the countries right. Plus, 
the candy was really good,” says 
Jack O’Donnell ’17. Another station 
included a name writing station, in 

which student wrote other students’ 
names in a different language upon 
request. At the station, students 
wrote their names in Chinese, Thai, 
Vietnamese, Japanese and Arabic. 
A more traditional station offered 
an array of colorful paper lanterns, 
each accompanied by its very own 
riddle. “The lantern riddles are an 
authentic Chinese tradition,” de-
scribed Zhou. “In Chinese culture, 
if you guess the riddle correctly, 
you get to keep the lantern, which 
is usually really expensive.”

 A food station in the middle 
of SAC had various international 
foods such as Asian tealeaves and 
Croatian juice, which were new to 
visitors and attracted eager foodies, 
and conventional American foods 
such as Nutella. 

 Two other stations, the Henna 
booth and the African displays, 
were equally as attractive to visi-
tors. Mehjabeen Mohammed’s 
’16 intricate designs, ranging 
from flowers to indecipherable 
aesthetic patterns, attracted many 
Choate students. The African 
station also lit up the interior of 
the activity center with its vibrant 
colors and delicate jewelry.

Olive Kiminda ’16, a native of 
Kenya who ran the African booth, 
explained that the authentic pieces 
on display were borrowed from 
members of the Choate community. 
“We got most of this stuff from peo-
ple who are of African descent such 
as Tomi Lawal ’16, Aaliya Ibrahim 
’15, as well as from non-natives 
such as Ms. Mary Pashley and Mr. 
James Yanelli.” The booth also had 
its very own do-it-yourself station 
where a visitor could make his or 
her very own traditional beaded 

jewelry. “The jewelry making was 
definitely a highlight,” said Josie 
Ruggieri ’16. 

In addition to the various 
stations, the event also featured a 
host of international performers. 
Katharine Li ’17, a well-known 
voice on campus, sang a famous 
Chinese song, Hou Hui Wuqi. 
“Katharine has an amazing voice,” 
said Zhou. “We’re really lucky to 
have her. It’s different to hear her 
sing in Chinese and it was nice.”

Tife Oluwu ’16 also sang a 
Nigerian song called “Babanke.” 
Oluwu’s performance as well re-
ceived and her powerful voice was 
praised by audience members. “I 
didn’t really understand the words, 
but at that point, it didn’t really 
matter,” said Camila Borjesson ’17.

Nina Zhou , the club president, 
also performed. Zhou played the 
Guzheng, a traditional Chinese 
instrument. “It’s got twenty one 
strings, it’s hollowed, and it’s played 
like harp. I love it,” commented 
Zhou. She has been playing her 
instrument since the age of ten, but 
had to give it up when she came to 
Choate, as the school did not have 
teachers who could teach the gu-
zheng. “It was nice to play today. It 
made me realize how much I missed 
playing the guzheng,” noted Zhou.

Tommy Ren ’18, a member of 
the club, said, “I think we definitely 
achieved the goal that we had set 
out to achieve. We wanted people 
to gain awareness of the interna-
tional community, to realize that 
the world is really big and yet very 
small at the same time. But we also 
had fun, and that’s what this is 
about: having fun, no matter which 
country you’re from.”  

Commencement
Continued from Page 1

excited to hear her stories in person 
at the commencement ceremony, 
which is such a significant event.” 

Since Forrest is a Choate alum-
na, graduating students will be able 
to relate to her struggles at Choate 
and after her graduation. Dr. Curtis 
anticipates that students will appre-
ciate hearing “her life experiences, 
which would inspire the students 
to make a difference. She has done 
some extraordinary things that will 
remain with us and enlighten the 

day. Also as a Choate alum, she 
will feel very natural as a part of 
our event. We are very excited to 
have her to come to our graduation 
event, and we are honored to have 
someone of her great stature as our 
Commencement speaker.” Judge 
Forrest will be sure to bring insight 
to the graduating students in their 
new lives ahead of them and inspira-
tion of their bright future that they 
will be sure to carry on the signifi-
cant values they learned at Choate. 
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Does the institution breed elit-

ism or do we? Over the course of the 

last two weeks, students, including 

myself, have been advocating and 

petitioning for a reform in the dress 

code. Many have argued that the 

dress code creates limits to the gen-

der fluidity that this school suppos-

edly accepts, not allowing students 

to explore who they truly are or want 

to be. But do we limit others by the 

way we dress and the choices we 

make?  Is it healthy to make stu-

dents feel superior when they pay 

50 dollars for their Vineyard Vines 

polo instead of a 15 dollar one at T.J. 

Maxx? The dress code goes beyond 

the words written in the handbook; 

the limits on how we dress not only 

come from the Choate administra-

tion, but also from ourselves. 

We create a culture of confor-

mity. Before I came to Choate, I had 

never considered buying myself a 

Longchamp bag or a pair of Bean 

Boots—now I have both. I don’t 

want to brag about these expensive 

items of clothing. I do, however, say 

this to show that like many of the 

students who attend this school, 

I too conform to the “codes” that 

the community imposes on us. As 

a freshman, it can be tempting to 

want to fit in and uy what every-

body else has. But by purchasing 

these items  are we fittin  into the 

Choate community, or are we mak-

ing divisions between those who 

can buy the Longchamp bag and 

those who cannot? Many of us pay 

huge sums for brands that allow us 

to show that we are wealthier than 

others. By buying that 300-dollar 

coat from Barbour, I am distin-

guishing myself from those who 

could not afford it. We create class 

distinctions by the clothes we wear. 

Privilege should be used to help 

others, not to show off your new 

tote bag. It is obvious that class dif-

ferences, no matter what we wear, 

actually exist; but do we want to dis-

play them? Choate should be a place 

that no matter where you come from 

or where your parents work, you can 

be treated as an intelligent student 

with a lot of potential. Instead of 

expressing ourselves through the 

amount of money we spend, how 

about we present our community 

by helping each other? 

We cannot sign a petition to 

fi  this pro lem. There is no roup 
of people to yell at, only ourselves. 

Instead of feeling obligated to buy 

the same expensive clothes that 

we see other students wearing, 

how about we choose to buy things 

that are unique and truly express 

who we are? It is easy to say that 

the main problem with the way 

we dress is the written dress code; 

however, the unspoken rules are 

just as strong, if not more effective 

on the student body. 

PHOTO/UNABASHEDLYPREP

Bean Boots and a Barbour jacket has become a commonplace look 
at Choate.

By Sophie Weil-Roth ’15 
News Writer

BEAN BOOTS AND BARBOURS: 
ELITISM APPARENT IN DRESS

S T U D E N T S  M U S T  F O C U S  L E S S  O N S C H O O L  A N D  M O R E  O N  W E L L - B E I N G 

Be Like An Archer: Shoot For Your Goals
ma ine ein  on a hu e field 

and hearing the grass rustle. Only 

a target is in front of you.  You 

pick an arrow from the quiver 

and load it on to your bow. You 

wait for the wind to stop so that 

your arrow can fly as strai ht as 
possible. Now is the time; the 

wind has stopped. You lift up 

your bow—which is powerful yet 

light—and slowly draw the string 

near your chin. Squinting, you 

aim for the target and hold your 

breath. Everything around you has 

fallen silent as if it were cautiously 

watching you. You gently release 

the string and let out a huge sigh. 

The arrow cuts through the air. 

Biting your lower lips, you carefully 

observe the arrow’s trajectory. Will 

it hit the target, you wonder. Even if 

it does, will it hit a bull’s-eye? 

Everyone is an archer. The 

goal of an archer is to shoot the 

innermost center of each target 

as accurately as possible. Like-

wise, most people try their best 

to accomplish their goals. We 

are given a few arrows to do so, 

and we put every effort into each 

arrow to embed it into the center 

of the target. 

or some shots  we feel confi-

dent and have no doubt that they 

will hit the bull’s-eye. However, 

sometimes we are uncertain of 

whether our arrows will even fly 
near the target or not, and we get 

frustrated when the arrow goes out 

of its anticipated trajectory. 

Our resulting stress is self-

explanatory, but the problem lies 

on the fact that we are hung up on 

our failure. Especially after taking a 

test, I often become anxious about 

the possibility of failure. As soon as 

I get my test back, I check to see if I 

have gotten a satisfying score.. If I 

do not well as I anticipated, I worry 

about whether the test will bring 

my average down or not. Even if 

I have done decently, I regret and 

think, ‘I could have done better. 

I could have not missed those 

problems.’ I have no doubt others 

have similar tendencies; we act as 

if we only have one arrow to shoot 

for the target. In fact, even if we 

miss the target, we have a few more 

arrows to make up for the failure. 

Archers never give up in the middle 

of scoring even if they shoot ter-

ribly; instead, they maintain their 

posture, control their emotions, 

and try their best to shoot closer to 

the center of the target. Success 

comes from failure; as long as we 

strive and remain determined, we 

can still accomplish our goals. Do 

not fret over what you could not ac-

complish; instead, use that failure 

to your advantage.

We have successfully made 

our shots to the target. We have 

accomplished our goals! Then 

what? What do we do now? The 

answer is simple: set up a new 

target, a target that is farther than 

the previous one. What are your 

targets right now? Is it getting an 

A in every subject? Is it getting 

a perfect score on the AP exam? 

Is it enrolling into a college you 

desire? Whatever our targets are, 

they encourage and lead us to give 

a shot for more difficult, more 

challenging targets to improve 

and develop ourselves. 

You sigh in relief when you 

hear a sound of the arrow deeply 

embedded in the target. You put 

your hand above your eyes and 

squint to get a better view of it. Your 

arrow is in the center. You shout 

in joy and notice that your quiver 

is empty; that was your last shot. 

“Success comes from 
failure; as long as we 
strive and remain de-
termined, we can still 
accomplish our goals.”

By Riley Choi ’18 
News Writer

C h o a t e ’s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  N e c e s s a r y
By Stephanie liu ’17 

News Writer

By lauRen lamb ’17 
News Staff  Writer

In the recent years, Choate 

has made and announced plans 

to expand the campus, both by 

building new buildings and by 

moving old ones. The recently 

constructed Lanphier Center 

marks a beginning to the long 

project of renovations, including 

a new auditorium, a new student 

center, and the general move-

ment of academic and residential 

buildings. The amount of money 

that will be used up by these 

expansions will be exorbitant; it 

will be spent, however, where it 

is needed.

The building of the Lanphier 

Center was definitely a neces-

sary move by Choate. St. John 

Hall was unarguably one of the 

most run down, old buildings on 

campus. With information tech-

nology and computer science 

accelerating at such a rate in our 

world today, St. John Hall could 

not provide the newest and most 

advanced resources for students 

to advance in those fields. The 

Lanphier Center, because of its 

novelty, is up-to-date in tech-

nology that assists and furthers 

students in STEM classes. As an 

example, the computers in St. 

John Hall frequently malfunc-

tioned and hindered teachers, 

who were bringing students into 

the lab, to effectively give a les-

son. The Lanphier Center has no 

such computer problems. It also 

provides study rooms that were 

nonexistent in St. John, creating 

a much needed quiet group study 

space outside the library.

Furthermore, the essence 

of a school is its unity. Choate’s 

campus has grown over the years 

and the PMAC can no longer 

host the entire student body dur-

ing school meeting and school 

wide talks. Most freshmen have 

to sit apart from the school, 

in Getz Auditorium, unable to 

fully capture the spirit of the 

meetings. Choate needs a space 

where all students can gather 

as a collective, unified commu-

nity. As of right now, there is no 

place on campus that can fit the 

entire student body where such 

a meeting could be comfortably 

and frequently held. One of the 

main reasons for the new audi-

torium is to have such a space; 

thus, the logic behind the plan 

is clear and a new auditorium is 

much needed.

Although the current stu-

dent activity center, the JJAC, 

has entertained and hosted 

numerous students and events, 

the building itself and its fa-

cilities are in need for a new 

change. Just as the Lanphier 

Center replaced the outdated 

St. John Hall, a new student 

activity center, preferably with 

more separate and comfortable 

spaces to hangout, is needed. 

The student activities center is 

not the optimal place to hang 

out anymore, which defeats the 

entire purpose of its existence. 

A new student activity center, 

placed conveniently at the loca-

tion of the St. John Hall, is more 

accessible than the current one 

because of its proximity to the 

dining hall and many of the 

larger dorms on campus. The 

school investing in a new SAC 

would adhere to the needs of its 

students and refresh Choate’s 

residential life.

As for the upcoming campus 

shift, the gradual movement of 

residential and academic build-

ings makes a lot of sense. The 

math building, moved down 

next to the science building, 

is a highly logical decision as 

many STEM focused students 

will have an easier commute to 

and from their interdisciplinary 

classes. A dispersed dormitory 

community does not build up on 

communal closeness but rather 

takes away from it. Living close 

to one’s friends promotes social 

interaction and builds even more 

the community that Choate 

already has. Facilities that are 

more related to residential life, 

such as the SAC, are currently 

placed in positions that are of-

ten far from major residential 

and communal areas. Moving 

them into areas closer to major 

student hubs and more residen-

tially focused will make it easier 

for students to hang out with 

each other.

Choate is looking out for the 

student needs and inspecting 

closely where they can further 

improve the Choate experience, 

both academically and socially. 

The recent campus changes and 

plans for the future show the 

correct direction of Choate’s 

investments: funding should go 

towards the students. It is good 

to see that community building 

remains a focus for the school. 

These renovations will further 

propel Choate as a socially com-

fortable and academically en-

gaging environment.

School is great. Choate is 

great. We learn, grow, and expand 

our mental horizons. We meet 

people from all over the world. 

Constantly, the school gives us 

opportunities to do what we love.

But, boy, can school be a 

drag.  I hate saying this because 

other kids would love to step into 

my shoes and take the Choate 

education over none at all or a 

poorly supported public school.  

However, it is easy to see that 

our education system is flawed.  

On Monday of this week, there 

was a lot of anticipation and 

excitement hoping for Presi-

dent’s Day on Tuesday.  But 

unfortunately the day was not 

called.  Why is it that students 

are praying to have no school 

when we should be happy to be 

here and learn?  

School pushes students way 

too far — and for what?  Ev-

eryday, students make a lot of 

decisions.  Our biggest choice 

is between schoolwork and per-

sonal well being.  And most of us 

choose school.  We skip meals 

to get a couple more hours of 

studying in and adjust our sleep 

schedules to accommodate the 

hours of homework.  Our shoul-

ders slacken under the weight of 

our books and our eyelids droop 

without sleep.  When students 

are literally falling asleep in front 

of their teachers because they 

couldn’t sleep because they had 

to do homework, something is 

wrong.  In the wintertime, when 

students are praying for danger-

ous weather conditions than 

to go to class we should know 

something is wrong.  

Yes, our hours of school-

work are a lot, but then we must 

add that to other commitments. 

Athletes spend two hours every 

day pushing their bodies to 

the limit to train. They sit on a 

bus for a couple hours to go to 

a game, meet, or regatta.  We 

should be focusing on our sport 

or performance in the event, 

but instead we do homework, 

because we can never escape it. 

Artists spend their time sing-

ing, painting, drawing, acting, 

rehearsing, but there’s only 

so much time to do that when 

even choral teachers assign 

homework. 

Honestly, I don’t know how 

it’s possible for students to 

balance so many things. In re-

sponse, the average Choate 

student would laugh if off and 

say time management is key.  

But then I remember that I can’t 

manage all of this, because I feel 

so overwhelmed every night 

with all the work I have to do. 

It is like a never-ending cycle! 

In this whole mess of extracur-

ricular and school, I find myself 

forgetting about my own needs. 

As students, we forget to put 

ourselves first, because we’re 

taught not to.  When asked: 

“what’s most important?” I fell 

that our teachers want us to 

say school and our grades; our 

coaches urge us to work on our 

athletics; our director expect 

to hear us respond with more 

practice; sometimes even our 

parents forget about our well 

being, and they just want us to 

get into college.  

But we should be putting 

ourselves first. And unfortunate-

ly I know that as I write this, peo-

ple will think about it and laugh 

because there’s no way someone 

will put down their books and 

curl into bed for a quick nap. But 

we need to. Students are falling 

apart because of the pressure 

put on us. We’re slowly reach-

ing our breaking points and 

we shouldn’t be driven to do 

anything stupid. I think that our 

generation of scholars, athletes, 

and artists needs to remember 

itself-ourself. Because today all 

we do is think about others. We 

think about pleasing our parents 

and college admissions officers, 

but we neglect to be concerned 

about ourselves. These are our 

lives and we should be living 

them. We shouldn’t be crying in 

our rooms over the stress that 

school is placing on us or choos-

ing another AP over an interest-

ing elective because ‘it looks 

good for colleges.’  I urge you 

all to take a nap, take a shower, 

eat an apple, and remember that 

your health should matter to you.  

As students, we         
forget to put ourselves            

first because we                        
are not taught to.
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DEAR AMERICA:    TURN IN YOUR BADGE
By Jack O’DOnnell ’17 

News Writer

 I have  grown up with the 

idea of the United States being 

the world’s policeman.  However, 

the United States hasn’t always 

been as active internationally as it 

is today; just over a century ago, 

the U.S.’s isolationist policies kept 

the nation distanced and sheltered 

from the rest of the world. Yet, 

much has changed in 100 years. In 

our paranoid, post-9/11 world, the 

United States has proclaimed itself 

‘Keeper of the Peace,’ and in the 

name of keeping the peace, it has 

started a few wars, destabilized a 

few countries, and killed a few thou-

sand people. Now, with the gauntlet 

of war and terrorism spreading 

from the Middle East into Africa, 

the United States is faced with a 

new choice: to continue being the 

world’s policeman, or to stay away 

and not become involved.

The choice is simple: stay away. 

Winston Churchill said, “Those 

who fail to learn from history are 

doomed to repeat it.” When the 

United States invaded Iraq in 2003 

under the pretense that Iraq had 

WMDs, Americans cheered and 

smiled at the idea of being the 

world’s policeman. Just over 12 

years later, we’ve succeeded in 

displacing a stable authoritarian 

regime with an unstable democracy 

and the biggest, best funded, and 

arguably most dangerous terrorist 

organization in the world, ISIS. 

Going into Iraq in 2003 was a 

mistake, just as sending troops to 

Kenya, or Somalia in 2015 would 

be a mistake. We need to learn from 

history, and to commit to not send-

ing American soldiers to combat 

terrorists in Africa.

Today,  we can’t simply isolate 

ourselves from the rest of world as 

we did a hundred years ago. We’ve 

declared war on terror-- we can’t 

back down. If we’re fighting terror, 
Africa seems to be the perfect new 

battleground. For example, on April 

2nd, Al Shabab, a Somali-based 

Sunni Islam fundamentalist group, 

attacked a university in East Kenya, 

killing 147 people. This attack oc-

curred days after President Obama 

declared that he would visit Kenya 

in July. The attack was declared 

by Al Shabab to be “an operation 

against the infidels,” and the terror-

ists specifically targeted Christian 
students. The terror attack was in 

retaliation to the Kenyan govern-

ment attacking Al Shabab strong 

holds in Somalia in 2011 and for 

American military operations in 

Kenya and Somalia. Since 2012, 

over 600 people have died in Kenya 

as a result of Al Shabab attacks. Al 

Shabab is a problem, and it needs 

to be handled—just not by the U.S.

The United States government 

has been very active in fighting Al 
Shabab so far. The U.S. launched 

air strikes in September 2014, and 

killed Al Shabab’s leader, Ahmed 

Abdi Godane. By intervening in what 

should be a war between the Kenyan 

government and Al Shabab, we’ve 

helped to incite more terror attacks 

and brutal killings in the region.

The United States needs to stop 

playing this role of the world’s po-

liceman and to stop trying to lecture 

the world from our imaginary moral 

high ground. We aren’t a perfect na-

tion and  we have our own problems 

that need to be dealt with before 

we attempt to deal with problems 

abroad. The idea of helping other 

countries to fight terror appeals to 
me. But we must learn from our 

mistakes. Our game plan in 2003 

(beat the bad guys, give the Iraqis 

democracy and Levis, and quickly 

install a strong, stable country) did 

not work. If we continue to prop up 

nations at the expense of our own 

soldiers’ lives and our taxpayers’ 

dollars, other countries are never 

going to be able to survive on their 

own. That is why we need to let 

Kenya deal with Al Shabab. Sure, 

we can send humanitarian aid 

through the United Nations and 

other international organizations, 

and even offer Special Forces to help 

train local militias. But full commit-

ment—boots on the ground and 

jets in the air—that’s never going 

to work. So please, America, don’t 

be the world’s policeman. Turn in 

your badge.

Spain Disingenuous In Welcoming Home Expelled Jews 
By Hakeem angulu ’16 

News Writer

I believe that a woman should 

have the right to choose what 

happens to her own body; politi-

cally speaking, this makes me pro-

choice, instead of pro-life. Contrary 

to what some demagogues would 

have you believe, being pro-choice 

does not mean that one is pro-

abortion  I simply believe that the 

rights of a microscopic organism 

should not outweigh my rights or 

the rights of any other women.. 

On February 3, 2015, a 33-year-

old Indiana woman was arrested 

for attempting a self-abortion, and 

sentenced twenty years in prison for 

feticide. She was accused of taking 

illegal abortion drugs that terminate 

a human pregnancy. As a result, 

Indiana prosecutors are pushing 

to pass a law that would treat abor-

tion as a crime, and prosecute and 

incarcerate women who have abor-

tions. A major problem with being a 

woman in America is that there are 

insufficient reproductive freedoms. 
Our bodies are monitored, policed, 

and regulated. In some areas, abor-

tion clinics can be difficult to access, 
and as of 2013, there are only 764 

in the country (that’s 0.000002 per 

person) Additionally, women have 

to face harassment from picketers 

even if merely seeking a consulta-

tion at an abortion clinic. 

I do not understand why it is 

so difficult to for so many people 
to grasp the idea that women own 

their own bodies and should have 

the right to decide when and how 

they reproduce. Since men will 

never face the weight of having to 

carry a child, it is preposterous for 

our predominately male govern-

ment to govern a woman’s right 

to reproduce. I believe that the 

pro–life versus pro–choice debate 

has a simple solution for women: 

do not get an abortion if you do not 

want one. 

Some pro-lifers argue that 

when women have abortions, part 

of a generation of great thinkers and 

doers won’t be born, some of whom 

might cure cancer or end world 

hunger. However, I believe that the 

cure to cancer or the solution to 

world hunger could be trapped in 

the mind of a teenage girl who was 

forced to drop out of school to care 

for a child she was forced to have. 

Why do politicians who advo-

cate for banning abortions think 

that girls and women can be trusted 

with the responsibility of caring for 

a child, but not the responsibility to 

choose whether or not to have an 

abortion?  Women are complete 

human beings, not just child bear-

ers, and motherhood should be an 

option, not a requirement.  

Pro-life should be pro-life, 

meaning that we should care about 

those who are alive. Why do people 

only care about “life” when it’s 

in an unborn, unfeeling embryo? 

Politicians who preach about the 

importance of “life” should focus 

their energy on helping the children 

“PRO - L I F E:” C A RI N G A B OU T T H O S E A L I V E
By lauren lamb ’17 

News Staff Writer

THE ISRAELI GAMBIT: A DAMAGEDALLIANCE
On a fall day in 2006, Iranian 

President Ahmadinejad repeated 

his claims that the holocaust was 

a myth, during an interview with 

NBC. In 2014, Iran’s Supreme 

Leader Khamenei tweeted that he 

believed the Israeli regime must 

be annihilated. Many Americans 

ignore these remarks as pure rheto-

ric and feel unfazed. However, in 

a small country about a thousand 

miles away from Iran, the alarm 

bells sound.

In Tel Aviv, concerns over 

whether sanctions alone can deter 

Iran from pursuing nuclear weap-

ons have arisen. Israel has looked 

for a military solution to prevent a 

nuclear-armed Iran in the past. It 

is the pressure emanating from a 

possible Israeli strike which would 

inevitably involve the US in another 

costly Middle East war that urged 

the US and allies to start thinking 

of alternative options. The world 

has understood that if we do not 

take action, Israel will. Negotia-

tions with Iran have continued for 

years, seemingly culminating in 

the most recent deal negotiated by 

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry. 

However, Israel has had a major role 

in pressuring the major world pow-

ers to act more urgently to prevent 

a nuclear-armed Iran for their secu-

rity. In fact, Israel has been against 

negotiations all together; Prime 

Minister Netanyahu once claimed, 

“I think this deal is a dream deal 

for Iran, and it’s a nightmare deal 

for the world.” Israel has forcibly 

been against diplomacy from the 

beginning. The US has sought after 

a diplomatic solution, being weary 

after military campaigns in Iraq and 

Afghanistan.

Israel remains skeptical of a 

deal, as it is unsure whether inspec-

tions can completely prevent Iran 

from nuclear weapon capabilities. 

While a deal would decrease the 

current capacity of centrifuges and 

force highly enriched uranium to be 

transported abroad, nonetheless,  

the deal would also allow some 

form of uranium enrichment over 

the next ten years for non-weapon 

purposes. However, anxiety for 

Israelis continues considering that 

Iran will still be able to enrich ura-

nium in some capacity and they will 

be closer to a breakout point when 

they could easily produce these 

weapons when needed after the ten-

year deal expires. In contrast, the 

US administration and members 

of the International Atomic Energy 

Agency believe the intrusive inspec-

tions will make it difficult for Iran 
to hide any development of their 

nuclear arms program. 

The differences in the approach 

to the Iran nuclear problem has 

led to frosty relations. After recent 

events, the relationship between 

Prime Minister Netanyahu and 

President Obama, has been espe-

cially tense with neither leader try-

ing to conceal their differences. The 

visit by Netanyahu to address a joint 

session of Congress by the invita-

tion of Speaker of the House John 

Boehner was seen as a direct insult 

to the White House. Furthermore, 

in the lead up to the Israeli elec-

tions, derogatory comments by the 

Prime Minister about Arab-Israeli 

By ImaD rIzvI ’17 
News Writer

who feel the consequences of hun-

ger, poverty, and homelessness, and 

adopting the thousands of children 

in the American adoption and foster 

care system, rather than forcing 

women to increase the population 

even more and force me children 

into these heinous systems.  Pro-life 

should support the mother’s life, not 

just this fetus, which, at five weeks, 
is only the size of a sesame seed. Not 

being pro-life does not mean being 

pro-death. It means that the moth-

er’s life should be considered and 

prioritized; it means giving women 

the choice to not have a child if it 

would interrupt their career, educa-

tion, and economic ability.

Making abortions illegal or 

harder to maintain would not 

stop abortions; instead, it would 

stop safe abortions. We should 

not be concerned about how other 

people choose to live their lives, 

but for some reason, people think 

that they have the right to impose 

their own religious beliefs upon 

others.  The situations that might 

lead a woman to seek an abortion 

are complicated and that is why 

the government should not be 

able to dictate women’s rights to 

get them. Ultimately, I believe that 

forcing a mother to have a child, 

which could result in the death 

of the mother or the child, a child 

raised in poverty, or a young girl 

forced to end her childhood early 

is much more inhumane than 

medically terminating a fetus that 

doesn’t even know of its existence. 

PHOTO/POLITICAL RESEARCH

A 33-year-old Indian woman is arrested for an attempted self-abortion.

citizens drew an unusually harsh 

response from Washington. Still, 

President Obama called Netanyahu 

to congratulate him for winning 

reelection and assures continuing 

US support for Israeli security. Put 

in plain words, the U.S.’s enduring 

promise: “We’ve got your back.” 

The issue of long term damage 

to US-Israeli relations due to the dif-

ferent approaches desired by each 

nation is currently a prominently 

debated topic in both countries. 

This partnership is a longstanding 

and vital alliance with neither side 

ready to throw in the towel. Only 

time will tell whether the diplomatic 

first approach results in long term 
success or failure in keeping Iran 

from obtaining a nuclear weapon. If 

the diplomatic approach ultimately 

fails, leading to military strikes, the 

Israeli point of view will have been 

validated. However, such a scenario 

will be a costly one and perhaps not 

in the region and the world’s long 

term interests. In fact, most analysts 

believe that even a military strike 

will only delay but not halt Iran’s 

race to a nuclear weapon if they so 

desire. And so the world waits.

The topic of “reparations” is 

a touchy one. Should a state rec-

ognize its past mistakes through 

rewards given to descendants of 

the victims? Do these descendants 

deserve these gifts? How long is too 

long after the fact? These questions 

are very difficult to answer, and per-

tain to a very controversial subject, 

especially concerning reparations 

for slavery in the Americas. Howev-

er, one country has decided to move 

ahead with reparations: Spain. The 

Iberian nation recently announced 

that they would extend the opportu-

nity for citizenship to any 

In 1492, the Catholic mon-

archs of Spain, King Ferdinand and 

Queen Isabella, ordered the expul-

sion of Jews from Spain with the 

Alhambra Decree. The Spanish In-

quisition, a “tribunal,” was charged 

with ensuring that the catholic 

orthodoxy was “pure,” and that all 

Jews had either been converted or 

killed. The documented reasoning 

given for these atrocities was that 

“Jews were trying to subvert the 

holy Catholic faith and draw faithful 

Christians away from their beliefs.” 

Jump forward in time and it’s 

2015. Spain has now officially 

recognized this historic and monu-

mental mistake and is seeking to 

correct it. A draft law, approved 

by Spain’s government last year, 

grants Spanish citizenship to the de-

scendants of Jews expelled in 1492. 

After 522 years of denial and pain, 

members of the Spanish-Jewish 

(Sephardi) diaspora will soon have 

the ability to move back to their 

ancestral homelands, now free of 

religious persecution. Over 40,000 

Jews have already applied to gain 

citizenship, and the path looks free 

of obstacles – until you consider the 

moral perspective.

Why is Spain doing this? The 

Sephardi Jews have established 

communities around the world, 

and live in relative comfort, so why 

is Spain just now offering this option 

to them? One could argue that the 

Spanish politicians sympathize with 

the condition of the Sephardi dias-

pora, and have finally surmounted 
all the hurdles to reparations. After 

all, with the cost of living in Israel 

skyrocketing, many Jews would love 

to be able to emigrate while main-

taining their Jewish culture. But, like 

every slightly political move, there is 

something in it for Spain.

In the 19th century, Egypt, 

Argentina, and Mexico sought out 

Jewish immigrants in order to help 

boost their struggling economies. 

The Spanish unemployment rate is 

23.7 percent as of the fourth quarter 

of 2014, so it is no secret that Spain 

is struggling economically. With 

these facts in mind, it’s useful to 

ask if these are reparations driven 

by moral obligation, or reparations 

driven by economic opportunism. 

These arguments may seem 

cynical, as if I have a hard time 

believing that a country can seek 

to do pure good. However, the 

evidence lies inside the very word-

ing of the draft law. The bill comes 

with a mountain of requirements, 

like a Spanish-language test and a 

marriage certificate that conforms 
to Castilian traditions. This proves 

that Spain does not necessarily 

care about the hardships that these 

people have faced, because they still 

require links to half-a-millennium 

old culture. They’ve decided to ac-

cept some Jews because they, in the 

words of the Spanish Vice-Secretary 

of Justice, “have preserved the 

identity traits that recall their Span-

ish condition.” In reality, these are 

the Jews that are more likely to be 

prosperous and beneficial to Spain’s 
economy.

Spain is worried about na-

tional identity and appearance, 

not the grievances of those it has 

wronged. Spain is worried about 

how well these prosperous Jews 

can impact its failing economy. If 

Spain is indeed concerned about 

how they can help the Jews, it 

comes as an afterthought. 

PHOTO/CNN
Soldiers of Al Shabab, a Somali-based terrorist organization that caused many American leaders to call 
for intervention in Africa to expand the U.S.’s global fight against terrorism.
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One thing that many students 
and faculty at Choate have in 
common is that we know little to 
nothing about the fabled basement 
of Humanities. A Humanities floor 
that doesn’t make you curse the 
stairs upon arrival must be part 
of an alternate universe, so I took 
a trip down under to investigate. 
It turns out the Humanities base-
ment isn’t a myth, but it sure is 
mystical. 

The first unusual attribute 
of the bottom floor is a window 
guarded by bricks and bird-repel-
ling fence. Then you take a hesitant 
right and approach a dark wooden 
door. This is the point of no return. 

Actually, the basement ap-
pears more lonely than intimidat-
ing. One long, white hallway with 
brown carpeting branches off into 
several rooms, including one class-

As everybody knows, Choate Rosemary Hall is a very diverse school. 
Being in our home away from home, though, it is easy to forget that we 
each come from different states and countries. People at this institution 
each bring unique aspects from their hometowns, from Connecticut to 
Japan. Here are some of their stories:

Name: Anna Ekholm ’17
Hometown: Stockholm, Sweden
Lived there: Age 8 until now
Best parts: Everything, especially food.
Favorite food: I love the pancakes and meatballs. You won’t find them 
better anywhere else. People at home also eat ground-up pork liver 
on bread, congealed pork blood with bacon, and pickled herring. I 
know it may seem weird to other people, but I love it. Caviar in a tube 
(Swedish caviar is practically 90% sugar) is one of my favorites. I eat 
it with eggs for breakfast every morning.
Best hangout spots: I love going to parks with my friends, although 
some of them can be pretty sketchy. The one that is close to my house 
is very creepy. Do not go there.
Different social standards: People treat each other just as if they 
were in America. The drinking age, like most European countries, is 
18. Cigarettes and alcohol are actually more common at a younger 
age than in the U.S. Although this is true, people in Sweden are sur-
prisingly anti-drug use, and it is not as glamorized and widespread.
Community: Most of the people are Caucasian and tall. Many people 
associate people with blonde hair and blue eyes with Sweden. 

Name: Lucianne Mannigbas ’17
Hometown: Yonkers, NY 
Lived there: My whole life
Best aspects: The neighborhood in my town is really friendly. Every 
person you pass says hello. The community is also very accepting of 
all lifestyles.
Favorite food: The best food in town is definitely from Gino’s Piz-
zeria. My family goes there often because it is so close. We always 
order an extra large pie with extra cheese. You won’t find anything 
like it elsewhere.
Best activities: During the winter, my friends and I go ice-skating, 
but nothing beats summers in Van Cortlandt Park. There they have 
great water parks and pools, and even tennis courts.
Convenience: Unfortunately, you have to drive to places. On the 
upside, there are always places to walk to nearby, like Gino’s! 

Name: Mohammed Memfis ’17
Hometown: Atlanta, Georgia
Community: It’s a warm, diverse place. It’s refreshing. The educa-
tion system there is pretty poor. There is a big divide in a lot of parts 
of the city. You can just find any kind of issue, and it is very hard for 
the city to come together and get things done in a timely fashion. 
Politicians there do minimal work, but the city does have a lot of 
hope and potential. 
Convenience: Atlanta is not a place like New York; you can’t walk 
everywhere. It is best to drive because most of the residential areas 
are on the outskirts of the city and the commercial places are on the 
inside of the city. It is pretty easy to drive there and once you are in 
the nicer areas, it is very convenient to walk around.

Name: Naomi Chang ’17
Hometown: New Haven, Connecticut
Lived there: 3 years
Best aspects: I really like New Haven because it’s bustling with college 
students. I love the diversity. New Haven is definitely a college town, 
so of course there is always something to do. There are always new 
plays, museum exhibits, and concerts on the Green. It has the good 
city qualities of New York, but it is not as polluted or busy.
Favorite food: Shake Shack, Chipotle, and Panera are some of my 
go-to places to eat with friends. Froyo and Starbucks are always great 
options in the summer. 
Best hangout spots: I spend a lot of time downtown near shops, 
especially at Urban Outfitters. I also love hanging on the Green, one 
of the main parks in New Haven. Also, East Rock Park and Edgerton 
Park are popular, too.
Community: New Haven is  not as preppy as the Choate community. 
There are some parts that are unsafe, but people are really friendly 

Name: Kurtis Yoon ’17
Hometown: Fukoka, Japan, in the suburbs
Lived there: 8 years
Favorite food: I miss the Japanese pasta from this Italian restaurant 
at home. I love eating sushi and sashimi when I go back as well. Other 
popular dishes include natto (fermented beans) and takoyaki (octopus 
fry). I love eating little Chinese buns called xiao long bao.
Best hangout spots: I always go to the beach with my friends, and 
it’s really convenient because it’s within walking distance from my 
house. Also, it’s great because the beaches are really clean!
Unique aspects: There are festivals in Ahori Park where there is a huge 
pond in the middle. Hanavi (the spring festival) is also really great 
because everyone comes out together to look at sakura blossoms. The 
main event is firecrackers, but it’s too loud for me. There is also a place 
called the Fukoka Tower, which is basically a monument in the town.
Community: Everyone stares at each other. When people see a foreign 
person, they stare and approach them, even if they are strangers. All 
teachers at my old school were British, and everyone stared. Also, 
Japanese high-schoolers will come up to you and say “Yo, what’s 
up?” just like any teenagers.
Sports: Each region has a baseball region. The SoftBank Hawks is a 
very popular team back at home. I’ve been to two home games so far 
and it’s really cool to watch. When the team wins, the dome on the 
top of the stadium opens up and the crowd cheers!

In 1970, years before the Apple 
or Windows operating systems 
existed, Choate purchased its its 
first computer, the PDP-8/I. (In-
stead of the wide-screened, sleek 
computers we use today, imagine 
a microwave next to a file cabinet 
covered in large buttons.) Ever 
since then, Choate and technology 
have gone hand in hand. Today, 
technology, especially Apple tech, 
seems ubiquitous on Choate cam-
pus—iPhones, Mac laptops and 
desktops, iPads, Apple TV, and 
other powerful computer technol-
ogy use is so constant that it barely 
warrants a second thought. But, 
it’s time to give it one: What is 
Choate’s history with technology, 
and why choose Apple?

Although it seems like Apple 
technology has been used since 
the beginning, Choate actually 
began with Windows systems. 
Mr. Andrew Speyer, Director of 
Information Technology Services, 
said, “We haven’t always been an 
Apple school. For a long time we 
let teachers pick what they wanted. 
There was a time when we were 
more PCs than Apple, and now 
we’re more Apple than PCs. It was 
never forced.” Mr. Speyer added, 
“We’re definitely now more of an 
Apple school since we decided to 
become an iPad school,” a change 
that occurred in 2012.

Perhaps the prevalence of 
Apple tech at Choate shouldn’t 
come as a surprise. Apple is fa-
mous for their its influence in the 
educational systems. Part of the 
vision of the company has mainly 
focused on the its appeal to schools, 
teachers, and students. Mr. Speyer 
said, “Apple has a very strong 
relationship with the educational 
fields. They have a division for 
education and appeal to students 
and faculty in that area. Windows 
is really a business company more 
than anything else.” 

Choate uses Apple for edu-
cational purposes and Windows 
mostly for business purposes. Mr. 
Speyer explained, “We’re definitely 
moving to as much of an Apple plat-
form as we can be. The problem is 
that Apple doesn’t make servers or 
software. They don’t make admin-
istrative systems like the student 

To be honest, as the date of 
our departure to Spain was ap-
proaching, I had to convince my-
self that everything was going to 
be okay. Although I was missing 
events and little moments with 
my friends at Choate, I was go-
ing to have an experience that I 
kneow I would never have again. 

The first week in La Coruña, 
I was jumping over many small 
hurdles; I was becoming accus-
tomed to new teachers, eating 
habits, weight gain, schedules, 
and Wi-Fi hotspots. (Vecchio 
has the best Wi-Fi, but that is a 
tourist spot, and we do not want 
to look like tourists—under-
stand?)  After the first week of 
tripping on the hurdles, I began 
to feel more like a native; people 
still stare at me, though, because 
I look different. 

Cafes are the center of social 
life here in La Coruña, and they 
can be found on every block. On 
our second day, we all headed 
to a churro place called Bonilla 
a la Vista with some of our host 
sisters. It was a small cafe that 
supports itself selling only chur-
ros and hot chocolate! The hot 
chocolate, however, is not our 
normal milk hot chocolate; in-
stead, it is a cup of thick, purely 
melted chocolate. I did not know 
such a small cup of chocolate 
could bring such bliss!

Last weekend, my host mom 
decided that we should go to the 
beach. After months of snow at 
Choate, why would I say no? It 
was a day better than most sum-
mer days,  with a slight, cooling 
breeze. The smell of the ocean 
and the sound of the waves (the 
most clichéd scene on earth) 

By Cammi Chester ’17 and alyssa Zhou ’17 
News Reporters

By Fraynette Familia ’16 
La Coruña Correspondent

By soFia esquibies ’17 
News Reporter

Choate and 
Technology: 

Apple vs. PC

By raChel hird ’17 
News Staff Reporter

PHOTO/ARIANNA GONZALEZ-WAGNER

Students hang their photographs to develop in the darkroom of 
Humanities Basement. 

room and a darkroom for develop-
ing photographs. Two blue boards 
on the wall are used for pinning up 
photography projects, but they are 
empty at the beginning of the term. 
A bathroom door’s “WOMEN” 
sign has been removed, but light 
exposure has left a trace of the let-
ters on the wood. (Ironic, because 
the poor door will never see the 
light of day.) The mirror inside 
stretches its visitors so that they 
look like gremlins. Between the 
two restrooms is a blown-up photo 
of a mysterious man in a fedora 
surrounded by blurred neon signs. 
Nearby, the head of a trashcan is 
tilted skeptically to the side, as if 
the presence of a live creature is 
surprising. The acoustics of the 
hall make the sub-level Humani-
ties endeavor a bit spookier.

The lord of the Humanities 
dungeon is arts and humanities 
teacher Mr. Robert Mellon. His of-
fice flies solo in the basement. “On 

occasion students just wandering 
around will seem very surprised 
when they poke their head around 
in the basement and find me either 
in my office or working in the stu-
dio,” recalled Mr. Mellon. Before 
becoming an arts teacher and ruler 
of the Humanities underworld, 
Mr. Mellon was the technical 
director for the PMAC. His office 
was a pentagon, lacking windows 
and isolated from the chaos of the 
Choate campus. “Now I at least 
have window wells close by and 
can get an idea about time of day 
and what is happening outside, 
so I consider this a step up,” said 
Mr. Mellon.

The Humanities basement is 
used for several of Choate’s visual 
arts offerings, the most popular of 
which seems to be photography 
with Mr. Mellon. “At first I was 
like, ‘Wow! There’s a basement!’” 
said Sofia Esquibies ’17, regard-
ing her first impression when 
she signed up for a photography 
class. Jamie Hemstock ’17 took 
Mr. Mellon’s photography class 
during winter term and enjoyed 
the convenience of an art class in 
Humanities. “Minimal walking is 

something that I enjoy,” Hemstock 
explained. She, like an abundance 
of our faculty and students, would 
have been oblivious to the base-
ment if it weren’t for an accidental 
encounter. Heading back down the 
Humanities stairs after a fourth-
floor English class her freshman 
year, Hemstock mistakenly de-
scended past the ground level, 
reaching the peculiar and vacant 
basement instead of the outdoors: 
a third-former’s worst nightmare.

When it comes time to leave, 
the other exit door (leading to the 
northern stairwell) is followed 
by a series of unfortunate pipe 
placements; the most prominent 
is a long piece that reaches down 
to the floor and then hovers just 
above the carpet with its end open. 
Among the mass of piping is a 
crooked ‘control valve’ sign and 
below it a fire extinguisher stands 
guard. But don’t worry—sunlight 
is just a flight away! 

If you’re ever feeling curious, 
don’t be a stranger. Pay a visit to 
whatever may be lurking in the 
Humanities basement, and know 
that you will probably come out in 
one piece.

information system and the finan-
cial system, so I don’t think we’ll 
ever be one or the other.” But for 
educational purposes, technologi-
cal congruity is simpler. Mr. Speyer 
said, “For the academic side, I think 
it is best that we are on one platform 
for as much as we possibly can be. It 
allows more sharing of information 
between students and teachers.” 

Students are not required to 
have a computer on campus. But, 
for those who do choose to have 
one, they can decide between PC 
and Mac computers. Many pick 
the Apple brand for its efficiency 
and compatibility. Max Nobel 
’17 said, “It is light and can sync 
with the other devices I have,” 
as his main reason for using a 
Mac Book Air. Other people feel 
more comfortable with Apple 
software; Grace Kortum ’17 said, 
“I was used to Apple computers 
since my old school introduced 
me to them.” Apple also provides 
a technological experience differ-
ent from other tech companies. 
Mr. Speyer’s opinion was, “Apple 
appeals to the consumer. They’re 
very good at that. So, in the hearts 
and minds of young people, stu-
dents, and parents, they get very 
comfortable with Apple.” 

Although the Mac laptop  
seems to be the prevalent com-
puter for those who choose to 
bring a laptop to school, some 
students prefer using the PC as 
their technology system. Cammi 
Chester ’17 said, “Macs are too 
puzzling and elaborate for my 
work. [PCs] are also less ex-
pensive and much sturdier than 
Macs. It makes transporting 
easier.” Alyssa Zhou ’17, who 
has owned a PC and a Mac, also 
has similar views on the Macs. 

“Macs are better for if you don’t do 
anything extreme with it, but PCs 
are more practical for complicated 
work,” Zhou said.

Wherever you go—the li-
brary, the dorms, faculty houses—
you’ll almost always find an Apple 
product being used nearby. But 
which product impacts Choate 
lives the most? Mr. Speyer said, 
“I think the most prevalent tech-
nology is the phone. I think more 
people have and use an iPhone 
more often than any other—just 
look around the dining hall. There 
are adults and kids all using it. 
People really live on their phones.”

Both Apple and Windows 
systems work exceptionally 
well, but they focus on attracting 
different crowds. Fortunately 
for our academic community, 
whether Apple or Windows, 
either one gets the job done.

did add some comfort. I left my 
phone behind, and we strolled 
barefoot on the wet sand beside 
the water, talking about whatever 
came to mind. Choate is always 
brought up in conversations with 
my host family because they are 
very interested in learning about 
where I came from and how the 
workload measures up to classes 
here in La Coruña. 

At the beach, Choate was 
sprinkled into the conversation 
as well. I avoided talking about 
Choate as a big idea, and instead 
I just spoke about the small 
things. I answered questions 
about what my room was like 
and, as usual, bragged about 
how nice the campus is. The 
most important things that I 
spoke of, however, were the 
individual moments at Choate. 

When I  f irst  arrived in 
Spain, I was excited myself, but 
I was also anxious about what I 
was missing in Wallingford. As 
the president of Hispanic-Latino 
Forum, I feared losing the reigns 
that I had worked so hard for—I 
knew that I could not flee the 
country and leave my duties 
behind. I feared missing out on 
Ms. Williams’s life-changing 
jokes and advice, Rebecca Ber-
nstein’s ’16 crazy dance moves, 
and Esther Clayton’s ’16 inabil-
ity to remove herself from my 
bed when it was time to do so. I 
feared missing my girls and see-
ing the improvement in Dance 
Company. I miss Kyle and his 
omelets. Everyday I still miss 
things that Choate has to offer, 
but the fear that I had of losing 
my place at Choate has vanished. 
All in all, La Coruña has been 
a superb experience. I do not 
know what else will happen… 
we will see. 

“Apple appeals to the 
consumer. They’re 
very good at that.”                                      

– Mr. Andrew Speyer

No Place Like Home

EXPLORING THE DEP THS OF HUMANITIES

A LET TER FROM 
SPAIN: FRAYNET TE 
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On Friday, April 10 at 7:30 
pm, the Paul Mellon Arts Center 
opened its doors to Gallim, a 
world-renowned dance com-
pany with a show as powerful 
as it was pioneering. The New 
York-based contemporary dance 
company was founded in 2007 
by Andrea Miller ’00, a proud 
Choate Rosemary Hall alumna, 
and has thus far proved its suc-
cess with award-winning perfor-
mances and high national and 
international acclaim. In little 
time, Gallim has captured atten-
tion, drawing more than 15,000 
audience members annually 
with its “voluptuously polyglot 
choreography,” as The New York 
Times put it. 

On Friday night, Choate had 
the opportunity to witness Gallim 
in action. Ms. Kalya Yannatos, 
director of the arts center, admit-
ted: “I have been working for a few 
years now to create a season that 
centers around alumni and the arts 
as a part of our celebration of the 
125th anniversary of the school, 
and I’ve been looking for artists 
that represent every discipline; 
Andrea Miller just happens to be 
a Choate alum and an incredible 
force right now in the arts world.” 

Performing in countless 
premier venues all over New 
York City and even in France, 
Germany, and Spain, as well as 
nationwide and abroad private 
commissions, Gallim is defi-
nitely snagging sought-after 
productions. It is therefore not 
surprising that the company 
has been honored with a great 
variety of prestigious awards. 

According to the group, “the 
mission of Gallim Dance is to create, 
to play inside the imagination, to 
find juxtapositions of the mind and 
body that resonate in the soul, to 
investigate our limitations and plea-
sures, and to realize the endless hu-
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The Gallim dance company, founded by Andrea Miller ’00, dazzled the Choate community last Friday night.

Gallim Graces the PMAC Stage 
By Camila Borjesson ’17 

News Reporter

man capacity for inspiration,” and 
that is precisely what each member 
of the audience experiences in his or 
her seat during the spectacle. Few 
productions are capable of using 
dance innovation and intricate body 
movements to immerse the viewers 
in such deep, human reflection. 

The show included a compi-
lation of excerpts from different 
performances, beginning with a 
dance from the highly-acclaimed 
“Fold Here,” then a more in-
depth performance of “Blush,” 
and finally transitioning into 
“Pupil.” What most people 
found incredible was how ac-
curately the dancers were able 
to convey the theme of each 
segment, such as when dancer 
Matthew Perez literary folded his 
body in unthinkable ways during 
“Fold Here”. As Sam Harney ’15 
put it, the first segment “just 
showed such raw, human emo-
tion” so effortlessly that she 
wanted to get up on the stage and 
dance along with them. 

Following this piece was the 
debut of “Blush”, a production 
that illustrates how blood rush-
ing through one’s body reaches 
the surface of the skin and tints 
it red. “I wanted to start in a place 
that was very cold, and build up 
to warmth, to the blush, where 

the blood of the heart melts all 
the walls that are holding you 
back from feeling strongly or 
feeling anything, and that heat 
melts and melts and melts until 
it comes to your skin,” Miller 
explained.To conclude, “Pupil” 
provided a contrast with its 
cheerful and lively choreography. 

“It really showed just how 

strong the human spirit can be … 
I really connected with that piece,” 
added Harney. Miller shared her 
own thoughts on the piece: “The 
main idea is that happiness is its 
own kind of muscle, and you have 
to learn about it, how to use it. 
Other people aren’t going to make 
you happy; you’re the one who has 
that power. This piece is about not 
knowing that.”

At the end of the perfor-
mance, Miller stepped on to the 
stage and offered some insight 
on her intentions: “I like to cre-
ate work that is totally obvious in 
terms of meaning and then pull 
it away so that the audience has 
an opportunity to look for the 
meaning, to ask questions, and 
try and figure out the feeling and 
what is it about. That’s part of 
the piece itself – the audience’s 
process,” she explained. “I want 
them to be engaged in thinking 
as they are watching.”

Observing the dancers work 
through their routines with such 
ease despite the difficulty of the 
choreography was truly a fantas-
tic experience for all those who 
attended. The challenge for the 
dancers was in conveying those 
crude, raw emotions through 
careful body movements.

During “Fold Here,” for in-
stance, there were times when 
the dancers seemed to be almost 
in pain, moving their limbs with 
a certain difficulty, as if they were 
made of stone, yet at the same 
time moving them freely and with 
incredible ease. “I can’t possibly 
fathom how human beings can 
move their bodies in that way,” 

exclaimed Kiara Olmeda ’15. For 
Olmeda, a skilled dancer in her 
own right, to admit that, it must 
have been truly impressive. 

One of the lead dancers, 
Matthew Perez, also disclosed 
some information about Gallim 
and the show. When asked about 
his favorite part about dancing 
for the company, he shared, “I 
love that nothing is definite. 
It’s ever-changing, there’s al-
ways a surprise, there’s always 
something keeping you on your 
toes. I love having to think in the 
moment, and that’s when I feel 
like dancing gets the most real.” 

Gallim was well received at 
Choate, and its widespread praise 
will certainly proliferate among 
the school community and be-
yond. The elaborate choreogra-
phy, the dedication of the dancers, 
and Miller’s effort to bring this 
dance company to the top have 
triumphed. “The whole piece told 
a story,” concluded Olmeda.

As Perez stated in his closing 
remarks, “Hopefully, you see the 
work that we put into ourselves 
and try to stay open-minded 
and constantly investigate and 
understand that you can be what-
ever you want to be. You have the 
potential and you have the control 
over your path.” This is certainly 
true, and this path to a dream has 
become a reality for Miller and for 
Choate through Gallim. 

We all know what sound is – or 
what we hear it as. But what does 
sound look like? In his new exhibi-
tion, Swiss artist Christian Marclay 
explores the art of sound by both 
visualizing it and generating it.  

Music and noise have always 
played a large part in Marclay’s 
life. The 60-year-old artist was 
born in California, but was raised in 
Switzerland. He studied at the Mas-
sachusetts College of Art in Boston, 
and moved to New York City in 1978 
to attend the Cooper Union. 

Marclay was influenced by 
many of the music and art cross-
overs that were popular in the city 
at the time, and the majority of his 
projects clearly show this: collages 
made from old record covers, 
turntable performances, and 
music created from manipulating 
records. Marclay even played in a 
band, Mon Ton Son, at one point. 

“A lot of my music using 
records is about disrupting the 

SILENCE AND NOISE: MARCLAY 
EXPLORES THE ART OF SOUND

By niCole yao ’18 
News Reporter

time structure of the record,” he 
said in an interview with Dazed, 
“I love that idea of an artwork that 
has no fixed, tangible reality.” 
On his challenges with working 
with music, Marclay said, “I had 
to constantly kind of fight that 
temptation to tell a story. There 
is potential narrative in music, 
but if there are no lyrics it is very 
abstract, and I think that’s one of 
the things I like about it. Music 
doesn’t have to tell a story.”

Marclay was a relatively 
unknown artist for a long time, 
before gaining recognition in 
2011. Most of this was due to 
his project “The Clock,” a 24-
hour video compilation that took 
three years to piece together. The 
montage is composed of thou-
sands of time-related movie or 
televisions scenes, meticulously 
edited to appear in “real time”. 

Today, Marclay’s exhibit in 
the White Cube in Bermondsey, 
London showcases a broader 
selection of his artwork. Many of 
his pieces in the gallery focus on 

the art of sound and, confusingly 
enough, the sound of art.

One of the show’s main pieces 
is the “Pub Crawl”, which is com-
posed of eleven videos playing 
in loops along the gallery’s main 
hallway. Marclay’s feet are shown 
as he walks down a street in London 
in the early morning, stepping on or 
kicking empty beer cans and bottles.

“I wanted to make something 
musical out of this stuff that to 
me, as an outsider, looked kind 
of strange, but, to a Londoner, 
is kind of a typical street land-
scape,” Marclay said. Each video 
is between ten and fifteen minutes 
long, which means that “they 
never play the same way twice.” 

Two rooms in the exhibit are 
dedicated to paintings that rep-
resent sound. Created between 
2007 and 2014, the paintings 
feature splashes of contrasting 
colors accompanied with ex-
clamatory words such as “Splat!”, 
“Thwump!”, and “Fwash!”

“I use the words as a score for 
painting,” Marclay said. “They’re 
made by action heroes instead of 
action painters.” His depiction of 
sound is unique and ironic: it is the 
noisiest artwork that has no sound. 

Another work of Marclay’s 
explores sound and imagery. In 
“Surround Sounds”, comic book 
phrases regarding sound are pro-
jected onto the four walls of a dark-
ened room. There is no sound, 
however—only visuals. It is like 
watching cartoons on a muted TV.  

“You become musicians in your 
own mind,” Marclay said, watching 
noiseless sounds move across the 
walls; he has shown that sound can 
be more than heard; it can be seen. 

For generations, art has been 
a prism through which the general 
public views world issues; this is the 
case with Polish-Canadian photog-
rapher Gabriela Maj’s photo series 
of women in prison in Afghanistan. 

In Afghanistan, women go to 
prison most commonly because 
of “moral offenses” such as “sex 
out of wedlock and running away 
from forced marriages, prostitu-
tion, domestic slavery, physical 
violence generally conducted by 
their husbands, and rape or in-
voluntary pregnancy,” according 
to the Huffington Post. 

In 2010, Maj went to a wom-
en’s prison in Afghanistan and was 
shocked by the number of inmates 
willing to share their stories.

She shared with the Huffington 
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The artist Christian Marclay attempts to paint noise.

Typically, one has to travel to 
a museum or gallery and pay for a 
ticket in order to see art. However, 
this is not the case for the Billboard 
Festival in Casablanca, Morocco, 
where artists are displaying their 
professional, engaging, and pro-
vocative photos on outdoor bill-
boards for all to see. The festival, 
which premiered on April 1 and 
will run through April 15,  high-
lights sixty-three female Scandina-
vian and Moroccan modern artists 
by putting their photographs on 
billboards. According to a mem-
ber organizing the festival, the 
exhibition will allow “for a larger 
audience composed of millions of 
citizens, car drivers, pedestrians, 
tram riders, inclusive of all ages 
and genders, to be exposed to 
contemporary art.”

The boards, which boast 118-
foot frames, are sure to not only 
draw attention, but also spark con-
versations about gender, which is 
the display’s main purpose. The 
founders of the festival want to 
give females “the opportunity to 
express themselves in their own 
terms,” which will also give light 
to the current gender and racial 
issues affecting the world today.

The creator of this project, 
Hanne Lisa Thomson, has initi-
ated similar projects in other areas 
previously. In fact, her idea was 
first realized in 2003 in Malmö, 
Sweden and Copenhagen, Den-
mark before stretching to Ramal-
lah, a city in the West Bank, in 
2012. Interestingly enough, some 
of the works presented in the fes-
tival were submitted by students 
from the Danish Academy of 
Fine Arts in Copenhagen and the 
École Supérieure des Beaux-Arts 
in Casablanca.

All of the photographs are 
elegant and worthy of being dis-

MOROCC AN BILLBOARDS ADVERTISE ART’S POWER
By Catherine moore ’17 

News Reporter

played in such a glorious manner, 
but there are a few that are so 
notable that they are worth men-
tioning. Zineb El Ouardi caught 
an interesting shot of a younger-
looking girl flipping her dark hair. 
She clearly captured the hair in 
motion, and it certainly catches 
your eye. Another interesting 
picture, shot by Yasmina Bena-
bderrahmane, shows an older 
woman covering her face with her 
hands. Her hands are bare, save a 
ring, but nonetheless picturesque. 
Amal Bachkata caught a haunt-
ingly alluring photo of a woman 
looking in a mirror applying 
makeup. From the angle, one can 
only see part of her expression, but 
she appears to be pensive.

My personal favorite, though, 
is a picture by Fatiha Zammouri 
of a woman peering through a 
slightly transparent cloth shroud. 

Afghan Women’s Prisons Uncovered
By alix maCkillop ’18 

News Reporter

Post: “It was such an impactful ex-
perience … I had never met a group 
of individuals that had survived so 
much in terms of violence. They had 
gone through so much suffering 
and at the same time maintained 
this incredible connection to the 
everyday, to the mundane and these 
larger desires for education, for a 
better future for their kids. I was 
leveled by that first visit.” 

Maj was impacted so much 
by her visit that it inspired her to 
embark upon a five-year project 
in which she snapped pictures and 
captured the stories of women in 
prisons across Afghanistan. 

This photo series, which will 
soon become a published book 
titled Almond Garden, consists of 
portraits of various inmates. One 
of the most striking aspects of 
the photo series is the aesthetic of 
the photos; the prisons pictured 

look nothing like what one would 
typically think of when imaging 
prisons. There are no uniforms, 
so the women wear their own, 
colorful clothing, and each “cell” 
is decorated much like a bedroom, 
with curtains and other trinkets. 

This project’s main goal was 
to be an eye-opener to people 
around the globe. It is a demon-
stration of the prevalence of gen-
der inequality, and it shows how 
women’s rights are still not intact 
in many places around the world. 

Maj shared, “I hope that there 
is an awareness through this work 
of the vital need for the inter-
national community to support 
women’s rights and gender equal-
ity in Afghanistan. While produc-
ing this work, I felt that I and the 
women participating in this project 
were creating a record. Of certain 
individuals who exist in a certain 

There is a hole in the cloth in 
front of her mouth, which makes 
the shot clear enough to see her 
serious expression. Each of these 
photos captures a moment in the 
life of a woman and demonstrates 
how universal certain experiences 
and emotions are, regardless of 
your location or religion.

This festival is extremely im-
portant in the art world, not only 
because it exposes amazing pic-
tures to more people than most 
exhibitions, but also because 
it gives truly talented women 
the freedom of self-expression. 
In this day and age, it is of dire 
importance that certain conver-
sations such as gender equality 
are brought to light, and exposés 
like this are just the way to do 
it. They prove how much one 
picture can affect the future in 
unimaginable ways.

time and space, and the human 
rights violations that are very much 
a part of their story. My hope is very 
much that these records will create 
positive change in the future, for 
women and girls in the country.”

People have been reacting to 
this photo series in various ways. 
Some people were moved, but 
others had the opposite reaction. 
Some thought that the women 
deserved their fates because they 
were guilty. Overall, the series also 
opened people’s eyes and caused 
them to begin questioning why this 
happens and learning about how 
unjust these prisons are. 

Through her photo series, 
Maj demonstrates the plights that 
women face in a way that is acces-
sible. Hopefully through the sharing 
of their stories, these inmates have 
helped to foster greater awareness 
about women’s rights everywhere.

“I can’t possibly fathom 
how human beings can 

move their bodies in 
that way.” 

– Kiara Olmeda ’15
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Varsity Team Records as of Monday, April 13, 2015

“Don’t quit. Suffer now and live the rest of your 
life as a champion.”
               —Muhammad  Ali

Sports quote of the Week
Girls’ Water Polo      4-3
Ultimate Frisbee      1-2
Boys’ Lacrosse      3-2
Girls’ Lacrosse      2-3
Boys’ Golf                               0-3
Girls’ Golf                 1-1

Boys’ Tennis                            1-1
Girls’ Tennis                            2-1      
Baseball        2-2
Softball        0-2
Boys’ Crew       0-0
Girls’ Crew        0-0

EXCITEMENT BUILDS AS DORM 
SOF TBALL TOURNAMENT LOOMS
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Trevor Dow ’15 smacks a serve into play. At 6’10” he is the tallest 

person at Choate, including faculty and staff.

By Jonathan EisEnson ’16 
News Reporter

Three words: President’s 
Cup Softball. As the spring term 
kicks off, a good majority of the 
male students in the Choate 
community are eager for the start 
of the coveted President’s Cup 
softball tournament, more com-
monly known as P-Cup. This is 
an all-male, inter-dorm softball 
tournament, which consists 
of weekly games every Sunday 
afternoon on Memorial Field. 

Historically, there have been 
ten different teams consisting of 
either individual dorms or com-
binations of different dorms. 
These teams are Squantrell 
(Quantrell and Spencer), Hill 
House, Logan Monroe, Memo-
rial Basement/East Cottage, 
Patwater (Pierce and Atwa-
ter), Memorial House, Clinton 
Knight, Wombo (Woodhouse 
and Combination), ECL (Edsall, 
Chapel and Lowndes), and Ten-
ney House.

Even though the season 
has yet to begin, many students 
are already predicting how this 
year’s tournament might finish. 
As he is committed to his team, 
day-student Patrick O’Leary 

’16 commented, “Packed with 
an even mix of baseball, soccer, 
lacrosse and football players, 
as well as myself, Squantrell is 
clearly the favorite to win.” He 
continued, “We definitely have 
an opportunity to claim the third 
consecutive championship for 
Squantrell.” In addition, he said, 
“Next year, I hope to organize 
an all-Day Student team, which 
would mostly consist of the base-
ball team, considering most of 
them are day students.” 

O’Leary even declared, “I 
can guarantee a title out of this 
team next year.” 

When asked about his feel-
ings towards P-Cup, O’Leary 
answered with a clear, simple 
three word answer: “Greatest. 
Thing. Ever.”

However,  not all  Choate 
students are as hopeful for the 
season ahead. As it is one of 
the more popular events of the 
year, for athletes such as Brett 
Raskopf ’15, “P-Cup can be frus-
trating for those of us who live 
in dorms that do not participate 
in the event, to get to actually 
play.” He added his own recom-
mendations by saying, “In the 
future, there should be one team 
dedicated to those students who 

want to play, but can’t because 
their dorms do not participate 
in the tournament.” 

As it is a long-standing tradi-
tion, the boys of Choate have had 
P-Cup softball to look forward 
to all year long, while the girls 
have had the Garden Party. 
Many believe that it is time for a 
change, and in particular, many 
female students believe that 
the current system treats them 
unfairly. Varsity Softball player 
Namsai Sethpornpong ’17 said, 
"The P-Cup teams should abso-
lutely be co-ed. It is very ironic 
that Choate is huge on gender 
equality, and girls still can’t play 
in a softball tournament!"

Opposing this belief, female 
Tori Douglas ’16 remarked, “It 
is all about tradition. The guys 
have P-Cup, and the girls have 
Garden Party, and until there 
are girls who actually want to 
participate, which has not often 
been the case, it will not become 
a looming issue.” She concluded 
by saying, “The same goes for 
Garden Party in that I have not 
seen an overwhelming male de-
sire to attend that event, either.” 

For now, the President’s Cup 
softball tournament will remain 
a male-only event.

PHOTO/TURNER UPPGREN ’15

Recreational softball player and fanatic Turner Uppgren ’15 bats for his team, Memorial House Basement 

and East Cottage, in the 2014 President’s Cup tournament.

A Day In 
The Life of 
a Choate 

Sailor
By Emilia Furlo ’17 

Sports Poet

ON THE COURT WITH 
TREVOR DOW ’15
By EbEn Cook ’18 

News Staff Reporter

Raised in the Boston suburb 
of Needham, Massachusetts, 
6’10” Harvard-bound volleyball 
phenom Trevor Dow ’15 looks 
to be a key player this spring 
for the Wild Boars. Coming off 
of an impressive varsity basket-
ball season, when he started as 
center,  Dow hopes his success 
can carry over to the court with 
a net, as a middle blocker. 

D o w ’ s  v o l l e y b a l l  c a r e e r 
started in the summer before 
his freshman year at his public 
high school in Needham, where 
the average kid’s primary sport 
was something other than vol-
leyball. “The new high school 
coach at my old school had just 
taken over, and he started an 
in-town camp to try to get kids 

to start playing earlier,” Dow 
commented. “I was interested, 
so I started playing.” Very soon, 
Dow’s i l lustrious volleyball 
career took off.

When asked about what 
inspired him to start playing 
volleyball,  Dow responded, 
“At the time, I was only playing 
basketball, and previously in my 
life, as most kids do, you play the 
little league and football, and it 
either works or it doesn’t.” He 
continued, “When I heard that 
there was a volleyball camp, I 
was like, ‘Well, I’m a tall guy, 
I might like that,’ so I gave it 
a shot, and I ended up really 
liking it.”

Dow has a significant ad-
vantage each time he steps 
on the court, as his towering 
presence can be daunting for 
the opponent. At 6’10”, Dow 
is currently the tallest member 

of the Choate community and 
most times is the tallest man on 
the court. “It helps a lot with 
the position I play,” Dow com-
mented. His main position is 
middle blocker, in which he has 
to stand at the net, jump, and 
try to block the incoming ball 
in order to prevent the other 
team from scoring. He also oc-
casionally spikes the ball. Dow 
remarked, “While I still need to 
be able to jump, my height has 
certainly been a big factor in 
order to help my game.” 

Towering Trevor Dow will 
take his talents to Harvard Uni-
versity next year, where he will 
be a contributing member of the 
volleyball team. According to 
the National Collegiate Men’s 
Volleyball Rating Percentage 
Index, Harvard is ranked 20th 
in the nation, second in the East-
ern Intercollegiate Volleyball 
Association, a conference com-
posed of seven teams, including 
Princeton University and Penn 
State. Harvard is also ranked 
first among Ivy League schools, 
a very competitive athletic and 
academic league. Dow hopes to 
be able to make an immediate 
impact on an already successful 
and certainly tall team.

The season is looking good 
for the boy’s varsity volleyball 
team, as it started with a win 
in a scrimmage over Cheshire 
High School, a powerful team 
not accustomed to losing. On 
top of not recording a loss for in 
years, the Cheshire team is the 
defending public school state 
champion. “So far our team 
looks pretty good,” Dow stated. 
“We had a great scrimmage 
against Cheshire High. That was 
a huge scrimmage win for us.” 
With a commanding win over 
Cheshire, the outlook is bright 
for Trevor Dow and the Wild 
Boars this spring. Their stamina 
and chemistry will be put to 
the test on Saturday, April 18 
against comparable opponent, 
Phillips Andover Academy.

“I gave volleyball 
a shot, and I really                 
ended up liking it.” 

– Trevor Dow ’15

IM Hiking and Climbing 
Presents Challenging 

Alternative to Varsity Sports
By JaCkson Elkins ’17 

News Staff Reporter

Hidden deep in the back 
corner of campus, a group of 
dedicated Choate students take 
to the rocks of Brownell every 
week. As the Choate website 
describes it, “Rock climbing 
gives individuals the opportu-
nity to challenge themselves, 
both mentally and physically.” 
Each student-climber is there 
for his or her own improvement 
and growth but collectively take 
time to enjoy the sport and the 
outdoors. 

“It’s a great learning experi-
ence,” said Cal Stewart ’18, a 
new climber. “People try to make 
it a joke because they don’t do it, 
but it’s actually really fun.” Even 
the moderate difficulty of the lo-
cal Wallingford climbing walls 
present enormous challenges; 
while those three enjoy their 
time on higher level V6+ climbs, 
I struggle with V2’s, which dem-
onstrates the physical strength 
needed to boulder and climb.

I n t r a m u r a l  H i k i n g  a n d 
Climbing, a joint experience, is 
led by Mrs. Lena Moser and Ms. 
Kolina Koleva, and the students 
that participate vary greatly in 

experience and ability. 
Will Woolfson-Jarvis ’15 is 

a notorious climber, constantly 
seen climbing walls within Me-
morial House or walking down 
to the local climbing gym. While 
Intramural Climbing wasn’t his 
first choice, he enjoys the time 
he has to share what he loves 
with others. “Basically, students 
learn how to safely climb inside 
the gym: how to use a belay de-
vice (a tool used for controlling 
the rope during climbing) and 
tie the knots necessary to climb 
the gym.” Wooflson-Jarvis went 
on to talk about the ultimate goal 
of the program: “getting outside 
when the weather is warm and 
applying the skills learned in the 
gym to real rock.”

Intramural sports are great 
for those who aren’t necessarily 
ultra-competitive or don’t want 
to compete interscholastically. 
They are less of a time commit-

ment and are more accomodat-
ing of all abilities and levels of 
interest. 

Hiking and Climbing is a 
mentally challenging spring-
time activity, especially with the 
impressive heights and slight 
dangers involved. Similar to 
other endurance sports, while 
many have the physical capabil-
ity to climb, the mental side of 
the sport is extremely difficult. 

Again, as Woolfson-Jarvis 
showed, the moment you want 
to quit is the very reason to reach 
for the next hold, or climb that 
next rock. Many of the climbers 
exude a ‘When going through 
hell, keep going” mentality, and 
while the sport at Choate may 
be intramural, there’s no doubt 
that it is just as serious and 
demanding as any other activity 
at Choate. 

I n t r a m u r a l  H i k i n g  a n d 
Climbing is a great way to ap-
preciate and enjoy the outdoors, 
while getting a stellar workout 
in as well. With more and more 
student-athletes vying for intra-
mural activies instead of inter-
scholastic contests, Hiking and 
Climbing will continue to test 
Choate’s freethinkers mentally 
and physically.

“People try to make 
IM climbing a joke... 
but it’s actually really 

fun. ” 
–Cal Stewart ’18

They rush out to the bus
No later than three
Driving to Yale
To set off at sea.

They grab their clothes,
Their bags and their sweats,
Heading out on the water
Despite how choppy it gets.

Only two mount the boat,                                       
        Eyeing the wind and tide,    
        Across the smooth wave

They effortlessly glide.

They sit on the hull
And hair flies with the breeze,
It’s a picturesque day
A perfect seventy degrees.

The water is glistening
The boat’s path is oblique
And a spot on the podium
Is what the two now seek.
 
They yell commands
Like “starboard!” 
and “port!”
And in competitions
They seldom fall short.
 
They’ve dressed in dry suits
They’ve clothed 
in warm layers
They’ve prepped for the race
They’ve said their prayers.
 
The mariners listen
For the sound of the start
Of the race so they know
When, from the dock,
to depart.

They look at their partner
Vying for gold
The most exhilarating race
Is about to unfold.
 
They start off strong
Ahead of the others that sail
There’s already no question
That this duo will prevail.
 
They’re fighting 
through the current
The wind is pushing 
them along
On the first place mount             

         Is where Choate does belong.
 
These sailors finish, 
so the other team 
they can ignore
They’ve won the race
revealing
Their inner wild boar.

Varsity Ultimate Frisbee
Vs. Francis T. Maloney High School

Tuesday, April 21
@ Choate Football Field


