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Read it then recycle it.

By Kate Spencer ’20
Sta! Reporter

Prospective students and 
families flooded onto Choate’s 
campus on Tuesday, March 
27, marking the first of three 
Spring Visit days. Despite the 
cold, rainy weather, the Choate 
Admissions Office and commu-
nity gave the newly admitted 
individuals a warm welcome 
to campus. Mr. Amin Gonza-
lez, the new Director of Admis-
sions, said, “People were real-
ly positive about the welcome 
they received, not only from 
the admission office, but also 
from students and faculty.” 
Approximately 85 students vis-
ited campus on Tuesday; 100 
on Monday, April 3; and 75 on 
Thursday, April 6. 

Spring Visits, which be-
gan with a presentation in the 
PMAC and an address by Mr. 
Gonzalez, have proven to be 
extremely influential in the de-
cision making process of newly 
admitted students. “When stu-
dents first visited campus, they 
were prospects exploring Cho-

ate, its programs, and other 
opportunities. Now, as admit-
ted students, they are engaging 
with the community more de-
liberately and looking to con-
nect with potential classmates 
that will matriculate with 
them. The questions they are 
asking now and issues they are 
thinking about are more tar-
geted, because they are more 
relevant to them at this point.” 
Mr. Gonzalez explained. 

Visiting students then met 
with their hosts and attended 
classes. However, this year’s 
Spring Visits have been altered 
slightly from past years to give 
visiting families a better per-
spective on the entirety of the 
Choate community. “We have 

made some adjustments to 
the schedule and the way that 
we approach the day. Rather 
than encourage parent visits 
to classes, we directed them 
to two panels that elaborated 
on important aspects of Cho-
ate’s strategic plan: Teaching 
and Learning, and Culture and 
Cohesion. Those parents that 
had interest in visiting classes 
could still do so if they wanted 
to,”  said Mr. Gonzalez.

The admissions team de-
cided against major changes 
to the event mostly because 
of the change of leadership in 
the Admissions Office. “It was 
important for me to experi-
ence the existing model before 
proposing changes. Next year, 
with St. John Hall online and 
a new academic calendar, we 
will make some changes,” ex-
plained Mr. Gonzalez. “There 
will be more opportunities to 
innovate, and we will certainly 
seek feedback from our guests.”

The Admission Office’s role 
on revisit days spans across the 
entire campus; the same ap-
plies to Mr. Gonzalez. “Along 

with Dr. Curtis and student 
body president, Mpilo Norris, 
I was responsible for deliver-
ing a welcome to families, and 
setting the tone for the rest of 
the day.  I also provided closing 
remarks that hopefully brought 
it all together. I was making 
the case not just for a Choate 
education, but for an awesome 
experience. Along with my 
admission colleagues, I spent 
a lot of time walking around 
campus engaging families be-
ing a visible presence and sup-
port,” he said.

Spring Visits are known 
to hold much significance for 
newly accepted students, of-
ten determining their school 
of choice.“The importance of 
spring visits is that it is our 
job to convince these students 
to say yes and choose Choate,” 
Mr. Gonzalez noted.

“I thought that Spring Visits 
were really fun. The only thing I 
would change is when students 
are dropped off at the chapel, 
there is a huge mass of people, 

THE VERDICT IS 
IN ON THE NEW JC

By Samantha Stevenson ’19
Reporter

Last Wednesday during form 
PHHWLQJV��WKLUG��IRXUWK��DQG�¿IWK�
formers voted for students to 
represent their classes on the 
Judicial Committee (JC). In 
front of their respective forms, 
students running for the posi-
tion gave speeches on why they 
would be effective JC represen-
tatives. 

Kate Spencer ’20 and Henry 
Susser ’20 were selected for the 
rising fourth form, Sophie Mars 
’19 and Sabastian Chacon ’19 for 
WKH� ULVLQJ� ¿IWK� IRUP�� DQG� -RVH-
phine Mah ’18, Esteban Mogol-
lon ’18, Elliot Sawyer-Kaplan ’18, 
and Baji Tumendemberel ’18 for 
the rising sixth form. 

The students will start their 
training this term by attending  
KHDULQJV��DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�RI¿FLDOO\�
begin their tenures fall term of 
the next academic school year.

Currently, the JC commit-
tee consists of  Chair, Olivia van 
den Born ’17;  Vice chair, Mo-

KDPPHG� 0HP¿V� ¶���� WKH� 'HDQ�
of Students, Mr. James Stanley; 
the faculty adviser, Mr. Todd 
Currie; and six representatives, 
two from each form. The largely 
student-led group focuses on up-
holding the honor code. When a 
student violates the honor code, 
they are sent to the JC for a trial. 
Just like the US court system, the 
student is allowed to share his or 
her side of the story. After hear-
ing the student’s perspective and 
being presented with the facts 
from the investigating dean, the 
JC analyzes the situation and 
decides upon an appropriate 
response to the behavior. This 
decision is then recommended 
to Mr. Stanley, who can choose 
to accept, reject, or modify the 
recommendation.

Mr. Currie said, “Balancing 
your desire to spare a classmate 
SDLQ� ZLWK� \RXU� ¿GHOLW\� WR� RXU�
community values can actually 
EH�SDLQIXO�DQG� LV�FHUWDLQO\�GLI¿-
cult to do.” 

Prospective students embark on their Spring Visit days accompanied by current Choate student guides. 
Photo by Marja van Mierlo/The Choate News

See ELECTED STUDENTS, Page 2

Pratt Packard Speeches See Standing Ovations
By Truelian Lee ’17
‘16-’17 News Editor

The audience waited with 
bated breath as Richard Lopez 
’18 composed himself in the mid-
dle of an emotional speech about 
his mother, an undocumented 
LPPLJUDQW�� $IWHU� KH� ¿QLVKHG�
his speech, everyone gave him a 
standing ovation.

Four students competed in 
WKH�¿QDO�URXQG�RI�WKH�3UDWW�3DFN-
ard Declamation Contest during 
school meeting this Wednesday: 
Lopez, Mpilo Norris ’18, Mel-
ody Li ’18, and Bryce Wachtell 
’17. Judges declared Lopez as 
the winner and the 2017 Charles 
Krause Junior Fellow. Lopez 
will receive $750, and his name 
will be inscribed on the Charles 
Krause Junior Fellow silver bowl. 
7KH� RWKHU� ¿QDOLVWV� ZLOO� UHFHLYH�
monetary prizes.

“While I was writing the 
speech, I was thinking about ev-
ery single experience I’ve had 

in the past as the son of an un-
documented immigrant,” Lopez 
said. “The Pratt-Packard gave 
me an opportunity to make me 
feel proud of this rather than 
ashamed, because it was a beau-
tiful thing for me to tell a story 
shared by millions to the school.”

His speech centered on 
the importance of hearing 
the stories of undocument-
ed immigrants, such as those 
of his mother. Going into the 
final round, Lopez was simul-
taneously nervous and excit-
ed. “It’s just the topic of the 
speech, that’s what’s mainly 
been giving me anxiety. It’s 
an issue that’s very prominent 
in today’s society, and so I’m 

really anxious about the reac-
tions after I give the speech.”

Lopez had not planned to 
write his speech on immigra-
tion. However, he soon changed 
his mind. “When I started writ-
ing the speech I have now, every 
ZRUG� FDPH�ÀRZLQJ� RXW� RI�PH�� ,�
remember getting excited and 
passionate about every single 
word that I was typing. My heart 

was racing, and when I felt that 
emotion come out into words, 
that’s how I knew it was the right 
topic choice,” he said.

Additionally, he felt com-
pelled to respond to the current 
state of politics. “One of the big-
gest things that affected me this 
year was the election and what 

See PRATT PACKARD, Page  2

Finalist Richard Lopez ’18 delivers his speech.
Photo by Helena Yang/The Choate News

82 New Prefects Selected 
from 156 Applicants

Midway through their 
ZHOO�GHVHUYHG�VSULQJ�EUHDN��¿IWK�
formers received the results of 
selection for the prefect pro-
gram, to which more than half 
the class applied. Rising student 
leaders possessing the qualities 
of a good prefect — trustworthi-
ness, capability to handle tough 
situations, and good communi-
cation skills — have been select-
ed year after year for the pro-
gram since its establishment.  

For this year’s applicant pool 
there was a 53% acceptance rate, 
with 156 applicants for 82 total 
prefect positions. “There have 
been around 150 applicants for 
a number of years now, and a 
great portion of the junior class 
applies,” said Ms. Mary Liz Wil-
liamson, Director of Day Stu-

dents, noting that the number of 
prefect applications this year was 
over double the number of posi-
tions available. “It was surpris-
ing to see so many new juniors 
apply for prefect positions, as 
ZHOO�DV� UHWXUQLQJ�¿IWK� IRUPHUV�´�
commented Mr. Michael Velez, 
Dean of Fifth Form Boys. 

A prefect’s role includes en-
suring that the students they 
have been assigned to — either 

By Anjali Mangla ’20
Reporter

See PREFECT SELECTION, Page 3

I remember getting 
excited and passionate 
about every single 
word that I was typing.

Richard Lopez ’18

See SPRING VISITS, Page 2

The importance of 
Spring Visits is that it 
is our job to convince 
these students to 
say yes and choose 
Choate.

Mr. Amin Gonzalez
Director of Admissions

Community Welcomes Accepted Students

It was surprising to 
see so many new 
juniors apply for 
prefect positions, as 
well as returning fi!h 
formers.

Mr. Michael Velez
Dean of Fi!h Form Boys
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THIR D ANNUAL MUN CONFERENCE 
INSPIRES YOUNG GLOBAL LEADERS

The annual Model United Nations Conference (MUNC) was held at Choate on April 2.
Photo courtesy of Choate Rosemary Hall

By Anjali Mangla ’20
Sta! Reporter

+XQGUHGV� RI� VWXGHQWV� ÀRRG-
ed the dining hall this on Sunday, 
April 2, for the annual Model Unit-
ed Nations Conference (MUNC). 
Choate hosted delegates from 
eighteen different schools, some 
of whom traveled as long as two 
hours. Choate’s Model UN has 
attended various conferences at 
different universities such as Yale, 
Harvard, Columbia, University of 
Connecticut, and Dartmouth, and 
is well-known for its strong team 
of well-rounded delegates. This 
is the third year that Choate has 
hosted its own conference.

At the MUNC, students have 
traditionally gathered to repre-
sent different countries and dis-
FXVV� YDULRXV� LVVXHV� DIÀLFWLQJ� WKH�
world. This year’s event consisted 
RI� ¿YH� FRPPLWWHHV� SHUWDLQLQJ� WR�
the topic of Nuclear Vulnerability. 
The United Nations Federal Com-
mittee on Climate Change dis-
cussed the effects of nuclear pow-
er on climate change; the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty Review 
talked about the pros and cons 

of the current nuclear regula-
tion system; the Historical Crisis 
Committee replayed the events of 
the Cuban Missile Crisis; and the 
Security Council looked into the 
Iran Nuclear Deal that was signed 
last year. The conference was di-
vided into two parts – beginners, 
including middle schoolers, and 
high school students. The best 
delegates on each team received a 
FHUWL¿FDWH�DQG�JDYHO�

Student-driven planning for 
the MUNC began a year and a 
half ago. The Secretary General 
of Model UN, Arielle Landau ’17, 
worked with a team of four stu-
dents — Karen Shure ’17, Zoe Reid 
’17, Hunter Rice ’17, and Melody Li 
’18 — to organize the event, with 
the advice of faculty advisers Mr. 
Anthony Hopkins and Mr. Yaser 
Robles. “I do not do a lot of the 
organizational work, as it is really 
more of the students,” Mr. Hop-
kins said. After Christmas break, 
registration was made available 
RQ�&KRDWH¶V�RI¿FLDO�ZHEVLWH��

As another component of 
planning, the committee chairs 
put together lengthy Background 
Guides and organized training 

for the Choate student staff of the 
MUNC. “This year, I had to write 
some of the Background Guides 
along with editing them. I have to 
make sure the registration runs 
smoothly and that all the schools 
are here. I even picked the topic, 
which is a really important issue 
for me,” Landau explained. 

Model UN member Saleha 
Farooqui ’18 said, “This year as 
a chair for the Historical Crisis 
Committee, I got to see the whole 
team coming together and pre-
paring for this conference months 
in advance. There’s a lot of prepa-
ration that goes into making this 
day possible on behalf of students 
and faculty alike.”

One obstacle was the with-
GUDZDO� RI� 'HHU¿HOG� $FDGHP\¶V�
delegates; their club representa-
tives forgot to inform Choate that 

the students could no longer at-
tend. A majority of the delegates 
IURP�'HHU¿HOG�$FDGHP\�KDG�EHHQ�
assigned to represent the United 
States at the conference, a nation 
which was to have a pivotal role 
in the discussions. “We had to 
call in people who were not even 
LQ� 0RGHO� 81� WR� FRPH� ¿OO� WKHVH�
spots,” Landau said.

However, the MUNC overall 
went smoothly. Another mem-
ber, Elsa Rose Farnam ’18, said, 
“I moderated the middle school 
committee. Despite my expecta-
tions, I was blown away by the del-
egates’ engagement, eloquence, 
and knowledge of international 
politics. I felt like I was watching a 
new generation of leaders.”

Farooqui concluded, “The 
MUNC was an incredible experi-
ence. It’s amazing how much it’s 
grown since my freshman year. 
Seeing different age groups con-
nect with one another is really 
rewarding.” She added, “It was 
truly amazing to see it all come 
together last Sunday.”

Anjali Mangla may be reached 
at amangla20@choate.edu

Memfis also commented 
on the difficulty of being a JC 
reprepresentive. He said, “It’s 
stressful at times because you 
have to make a decision about 
your peers that you may not 
want to, but they are decisions 
that have to be made.” 

During the training pro-
gram for newly elected mem-
bers, van den Born will be 
paying special attention to 
the four fifth-form elects, as 
two of them will eventually be 
chosen by the committee to 
take on the roles of the Chair 
and Vice Chair. As the Chair, 
van den Born ensured that the 
questioning is productive, un-

biased, and facilitates the anal-
ysis after the student in ques-
tion leaves the room. 

Memfis’s responsibilities 
as Vice Chair include sitting 
in on every meeting with van 
den Born and comparing the 
case at hand to similar ones of 
past hearings in order to make 
an overall more informed deci-
sion.

The elected students will 
start their training this Friday 
during conference period. So-
phie Mars ’19 said, “Being a 
Choate student is hard. We all 
know it. Choate students pro-
viding insight about strenuous 
circumstances during hearings 
ensures that no detail is disre-
garded or misinterpreted by a 
generational divide.” 

Spencer said, “I am hon-
ored that my classmates elect-
ed me, and I will try my best to 
interpret the honor code in a 
way that fits our grade’s stan-
dards and expectations. De-
spite its challenges, I hope that 
serving on the JC will push me 
to think about not only others’ 
actions, but also my own.” 

Mah added, “I’m honored 
that my classmates have placed 
their faith in me, and I’m hap-
py to have the chance to be an 
advocate and resource for my 
peers.”

As shown on the school 
crest, “Fidelitas et Integritas” 
or “Fidelity and Integrity,” 
Choate values these qualities at 
a high standard and has faith 
in its students to encourage 
fellow classmates to embody 
them. Mr. Currie said, “Choate 
trusts in students to be guard-
ians of the core values of our 
community.”

CERG Hosts First 
Successful Forum

By Pinn Chirathivat ’19
Reporter

On Tuesday, March 28, Cho-
ate’s Current Events Research 
Group (CERG) hosted a forum 
in Elman Auditorium to provide 
information for those planning 
to attend a protest or take other 
direct actions for a cause. The 
forum, entitled “Protest 101”, 
ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� RI� VHYHUDO� HYHQWV�
planned by CERG to prepare 
the community for proper nav-
igation through the political cli-
mate. The Reverend Ally Brun-
dige said, “Many people, from a 
variety of vantage points, are up-
set with the way things are now 
on a national level, and many are 
expressing their views by seek-
ing changes through organizing 
and attending rallies. The hope 
of this forum was to prepare stu-
dents who are thinking about at-
tending so that they know what 
to expect, they know how to stay 
safe, and they know best practic-
es as participants.”

Several students took part in 
the Women’s March in January, 
as well as other nonviolent ral-
lies, which prompted the plan-
ning of Protest 101. Dr. Keith 
Hinderlie, Director of Equity 
and Inclusion, explained, “There 
is a desire for students to get in-
volved in social activism and to 
stand up for what they believe. 
However, we want to make sure 
students have appropriate infor-
mation on how to approach dif-
ferent actions.”

The two speakers invited 
to lead the forum were Ms. Ca-
melle Scott-Mujahid, Training 
Director of CTCORE-Organize 
Now!, and The Right Reverend 
Doctor John L. Selders, Jr., an 
ordained minister serving in the 
United Church of Christ, Orga-
nizing Pastor of Amistad United 
Church of Christ, Associate Col-
lege Chaplain at Trinity College, 
and one of the leaders of Moral 
Monday CT.

To begin, Rev. Selders high-
OLJKWHG� WKH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� SUH-
paring oneself for a rally. “I know 
that every one of you are young 
and are new to this. However, 

you should be ready to partici-
pate, follow, and respect those 
who called the actions.”

Rather than placing an em-
phasis on being a leader and not 
a follower, Ms. Scott-Mujahid 
voiced her belief in the oppo-
site when attending someone 
else’s rally. She commented, “It 
is good to follow the lead when 
you are coming to an action in 
a community you don’t belong 
to. In general, the organizing 
philosophy is that those who 
are most directly affected by an 
issue should always be the ones 
leading.”

Ms. Scott-Mujahid explained 
the importance of acting in soli-
darity when someone else’s com-
munity is targeted or experienc-
LQJ�GLI¿FXOWLHV��³,W�LV�D�JUHDW�ZD\�
to deepen your connection to 
that community,” she explained. 
“It would be an opportunity for 
you to learn more about that is-
sue and the people who are ex-
periencing it. It is important to 
listen to them and understand 
what it is like to walk in their 
shoes.”

Many students took ad-
vantage of the forum to pursue 
their interest in activism. Edie 
Conekin-Tooze ’19 said, “It is 
a special opportunity living in 
America because not all coun-
tries have the same laws as we do 
regarding freedom of speech and 
expression. Especially for young 
people who cannot vote, I think 
it is one of the most powerful 
ways to make your voice heard.” 

However, Sandra Leon ’19 
had hoped that a more diverse 
group of students would show 
up. “When I looked around the 
room, it was mostly women, and 
for that matter, liberal women. I 
wish other people with different 
views would’ve gone just to see 
what protesting is really about.” 
She added, “You can’t make a 
change unless you speak up. 
Just sitting there and waiting for 
things to change isn’t going to do 
anything for a community.”

Successful Springs Visits for Diverse New Class
Continued from Page 1 

ELECTED STUDENTS READY TO 
TAKE ON JC RESPONSIBILITIES

Pinn Chirathivat ‘18 
may be reached at 

pchirathivat@choate.edu

Continued from Page 1

Samantha Stevenson 
may be reached at 

sstevenson19@choate.edu

has been said about people. 
When I heard our President de-
scribing undocumented immi-
grants as rapists bringing crimes 
into America, I felt really hurt 
and frustrated that he was dis-
gracing the name of immigrants. 
Though I’m not an undocument-
ed, I am personally affected by 
this issue. That’s when I decided 
someone needs to give a whole 
new name to immigrants.”

7KH�RWKHU�¿QDOLVWV�DSSUHFLDW-
ed the opportunity to share their 
speeches with the school. 

Wachtell said, “I recognize 
that there is a huge pool of indi-
viduals who submitted speeches 
and went through the process, 
and I’m ecstatic to have been 
chosen and so thankful for the 
opportunity to share what I 
wrote on a bigger stage.”

“I was very blessed to be part 
of the group that was part of the 
IRXU�¿QDOLVWV�EHFDXVH�,�NQRZ�ZH�
had a lot of very strong speech-
es,” Norris agreed. “I think the 
most meaningful part of the pro-
cess was when I listened to the 
VHPL¿QDOLVW�VSHHFKHV��%HLQJ�DEOH�

to hear these very thought-pro-
voking speeches and all the tal-
ent and emotion and skill in the 
room was really humbling for 
me.”

“After this contest, I feel like 
I have become more mature and 
can understand more fully other 
people’s experiences. I feel like I 
understand the phrase ‘you don’t 
know me until you know me’ 
much more,” Li said. “Seeing the 
stories behind all these people 
and contrasting them with the 
assumptions I had made, I was 
amazed. I found it so empow-
ering to hear everyone’s stories 
and learn about how resilient 
some people could be.”

The Choate School and 
Rosemary Hall have held pub-
lic speaking contests from as far 
back as the early twentieth cen-
tury. The Pratt-Packard started 
LQ������DV�WKH�¿QDO�H[DP�LQ�WKH�
Public Speaking Course before 
becoming an all-school event in 
2001, thanks to the support of 
Mr. Charles Krause III ’51.

Continued from Page 1

PR AT T PACK ARD 
SPEECHES ENLIGHTENS 

Truelian Lee may be reached 
at tlee17@choate.edu

Choate trusts in 
students to be 
guardians of the 
core values of our 
community.

Mr. Todd Currie
Judicial Committee Adviser

I felt like I was 
watching a new 
generation of 
leaders.

Elsa Rose Farnam ‘18
Model UN Member

which can be overwhelming 
for new students,” commented 
Spring Visit host Lily Ding ’20.

After the Spring Visit cycle 
ends and newly admitted stu-
dents make decisions, prepa-
rations and reflections will be 
made for the next year to im-
prove the Spring Visit experi-
ence for prospective students. 
“When we are done with all 
three days, we will sit down as 
a group to process what went 
particularly well and what 
needs improvement,” added 
Mr. Gonzalez. The Admissions 
Office is looking to utilize the 
newly constructed St. John 
Hall and to reorganize revisits 

to showcase the new academic 
schedule for next year.

Mr. Gonzalez concluded, 
“Spring Visits are meant to be 
a community-wide commit-
ment to put our best foot for-
ward and show Choate in its 
best possible light. Everyone 
in the admissions office has a 
formal role, places to be, and 
responsibilities to connect with 
our guests throughout the day.” 
He continued, “It is a great 
demonstration of community 
pride and exciting to see the 
next batch of Choaties that will 
bring their talents and experi-
ences to campus.”

Kate Spencer may be reached 
at kspencer20@choate.edu A current and prospective student tour the Choate campus.

Photo by Marja van Mierlo/The Choate News
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Sudden executive orders, 
from the controversial immigra-
tion ban to the withdrawal of the 
“Trumpcare” bill, have sparked 
much confusion and debate. 
These rapid changes have made 
some Choate students uneasy, 
both for their own well-being and 
the well-being of their friends and 
family. In response, a group of 
faculty members created the Cur-
rent Events Resource Group, or 
CERG, to educate and show sup-
port for students.  

The founders of CERG are 
Dr. Keith Hinderlie, the Direc-
tor of Equity and Inclusion; The 
Rev. Ally Brundige, the Director 
of Spiritual Life; Ms. Libby Peard, 
the Director of Parent Relations 
and International Students; Mr. 
Thomas White, an HPRSS teach-
er and the Director of Faculty 
Development, and Dr. Curtis, the 
Headmaster. The Rev. Brun-
dige said, “In light of how rap-
idly changes were coming out of 

the current administration, with 
pretty broad, sweeping impacts 
on different communities, includ-
ing people in our own school, the 
committee wants to respond, and 
to respond in a timely manner.”

CERG’s goals are to provide 
information in a timely, useful 
manner and to offer support for 
affected students by using com-
munity resources. This has been 
done through a number of ini-
tiatives, starting with a visit from 
Yale Law Professor Michael Wish-
nie P’16, in response to the execu-
tive order some have referred to 
as a “Muslim ban.” Mr. Wishnie 
was heavily involved in a Yale le-
gal team challenging the order. At 
his talk, Mr. Wishnie answered 
students’ questions and concerns 
as well as providing advice.

Another program hosted 
by CERG included a discus-
sion forum with Rev. Mariama 
White-Hammond, a social activist 
who spoke at the Boston Women’s 
March. Rev. White-Hammond 
talked about social activism, pas-
sion, and how to make a vision 
a reality. Most recently, there 
was a forum called “Protest 101” 
about the best ways to peacefully 
protest. About this program, The 
Rev. Brundige stressed that “this 
could be for any issue, from any 
perspective. If you care about an 
issue, and you’re going to show 
up at a protest, you have to or-
ganize what to do.” Dr. Hinderlie 
added, “We are responding to the 
expressed needs of the communi-
ty. Students were upset and con-
fused. The success of the program 
is up to the students, and so far, 
every forum has been well-at-
tended.”

Because the goal of the group 
is to respond to sudden, current 
issues that may alarm students, 
CERG cannot plan out every pro-
JUDP�WKH\�ZLOO�KRVW��³:H¶OO�¿JXUH�

out our goals,” said Dr. Hinderlie. 
“We don’t know what’s coming.”

However, some programs 
are already on the calendar. On 
Thursday, April 6, there was 
a panel entitled “Wellness in 
the Time of Uncertainty” in El-
man Auditorium with Dr. Ol-
ivia Moorehead-Slaughter, an 
award-winning psychologist from 
the American Psychological Asso-
ciation, and Dr. Maria Trumpler, 
WKH� 'LUHFWRU� RI� <DOH¶V� 2I¿FH� RI�
LGBTQ resources. On April 23, 
Bishop John Selders and Camelle 
Scott-Mujahid, who led the Pro-
test 101 forum, will return for a 
two-hour course called “Organiz-
ing 101: How To Advance Your Is-
sue Strategically and Effectively.”

When asked which part of the 
committee she was most proud 
of, The Rev. Brundige said, “I’m 
most proud of the school. It’s tak-
en this proactive step to support 
the heart of the school, which is 
you all: the students.”

SCHOOL DEVELOPS CURRENT EVENTS 
RESOURCE GROUP TO SPARK ACTION 

Current Events Resource Group (CERG) hosted Rev. Mariama White-Hammond, who spoke about the importance of student activism.

By Chandler Littleford ’20
Reporter

Chandler Littleford 
may be reached at 

clittleford20@choate.edu

By Truelian Lee ’17
2016-17 News Editor

Known as the woman who 
SOD\HG� WKH�ÀXWH� LQ� VSDFH�� IRUPHU�
NASA astronaut Dr. Catherine 
“Cady” Coleman will deliver the 
commencement speech on Sun-
day, May 28, as announced by 
Headmaster Dr. Alex Curtis this 
Wednesday during the sixth form 
meeting.

In his announcement, Dr. 
Curtis referred to Dr. Coleman as 
DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�¿JXUH�DQG�DQ�HP-
bodiment of two core values of the 
Choate community — innovation 
and international collaboration.

Dr. Coleman earned a B.S. in 
chemistry from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology and 
served as a second lieutenant 
in the U.S. Air Force. Later, she 
earned a Ph.D. in polymer science 
and engineering from the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst.

Her career as an astronaut 
began when NASA selected her to 
join its Astronaut Corps in 1992; 
she went on to serve in a myriad of 

roles, including Chief of Robotics. 
Dr. Coleman has taken three trips 
to space. For six months, she lived 
aboard the International Space 
Station.

$VLGH� IURP� KHU� VFLHQWL¿F� H[-
ploits, Dr. Coleman enjoys play-
LQJ�WKH�ÀXWH�DQG�SOD\LQJ�LQ�D�EDQG��
Bandella, with several other astro-
nauts. She is also a member of the 
board of directors of the Holly-
wood Science Fiction Museum, 
and served as a consultant to San-
dra Bullock for her Oscar-nom-
inated performance in the 2013 
¿OP�Gravity.

“I love that she is coming to 
speak this year,” said Hadalee 
Goodman ’17. “With a graduation 
speaker, you want someone who 
is inspirational and who will set 
the tone for you for the next four 
years. Even though it’s cheesy to 
say this, she did reach the stars.”

Other students were disap-
pointed with the idea of a scientist 
speaking at commencement. Ed-
ward Rakphongphairoj ’17 said, 
“It’s interesting, but I don’t want 
to learn about science during 

graduation, and not everyone is 
here at school for science.”

Choate has become known for 
a range of commencement speak-
ers in recent years. Last year, TV 
personality and former Nation-
al Football League star Michael 
Strahan addressed graduates. In 
2015, U.S. District Judge Kath-
erine B. Forrest ’82 delivered the 
talk, and in 2013 comedian Seth 
Meyers spoke.

“I was hoping for an enter-
tainer,” Jamie Hemstock ’17 said. 
“You’re sitting there and sweating, 
and you don’t necessarily want to 
hear about someone’s accom-
plishments. There are some peo-
ple who love space, but everyone 
loves laughing.”

This year, graduation will be 
held on the lawn behind Arch-
bold. The administration recently 
moved the start time up by a half 
hour from recent years, to 9:30 
a.m., a change meant to keep at-
tendees out of the midday heat.

Truelian Lee may be reached 
at tlee17@choate.edu

Prefect Program 
Increasingly Selective

B*"34"3*+#', S"5#) B$#6

Mr. Bao looks forward to spending spring term with the Choate community.
Photo by Michael Li/The Choate News

By Vincezno DiNatale ’19
Copy Editor

Mr. Louis Bao, who di-
rects Choate’s Study Abroad 
Program in Spain, will spend 
the remainder of the school 
year on campus teaching var-
ious Spanish classes because 
the Term Abroad program in 
Spain was cancelled due to low 
enrollment. Ms. Beth Peters, a 
Spanish teacher who is on sab-
batical, needed her cinema and 
upper level literature courses 
covered. This spring, Mr. Bao 
will be taking over Ms. Peters’s 
classes and bringing his unique 
experiences and teaching abili-
ties to Choate.

Mr. Bao began working 
for Choate in 1993, when the 
Study Abroad Program began. 
Since then, Mr. Bao has taught 
art history to Choate students 
studying in Spain. In addition 
to teaching, Mr. Bao assigns 
students to host families and 
is responsible for their safety 
and wellbeing. 

Ms. Diana Beste, Head of the 
Language Department, spoke 
highly of Mr. Bao: “It’s won-
derful having his fresh eyes and 
his great personality. It’s great 
to have another native speaker 
teaching the language as well.” 

Mr. Bao agrees that coming 
to Choate was a pleasant oppor-
tunity. He has had the ability to 
get to know the campus, the stu-
dents, and the teachers in ways 
that his previous short stays had 
not  allowed him to do. 

In addition to familiarizing 
himself with the community, 
Mr. Bao has been able to teach 
in a completely different set-
ting from what he is used to. He 
said, “Choate is such a differ-
ent teaching environment. The 
campus is larger, and there’s 
much more technology.”

Ms. Beste also hopes that 
students who meet and work 
with Mr. Bao will be encour-
aged to apply for the programs 
in Spain. Explaining the ad-
vantages of the program, Mr. 
Bao said, “Many students 

learn more Spanish in one 
summer than they would in 
four years at Choate. Studying 
abroad is a program that is not 
usually offered at other high 
schools, and students should 
take advantage of opportuni-
ties when they can.” 

For the rest of the spring 
term, Mr. Bao hopes to work 
closely with his students and 
other teachers in the depart-
ment. He brings enthusiasm, 
an extensive knowledge of 
the Spanish language, and a 
strong passion for teaching to 
Choate. He is looking forward 
to meeting students studying 
in Spain this summer, which 
has a notably large enroll-
ment, between 18 and 20 stu-
dents. Mr. Bao plans to make 
his time at Choate worthwhile 
as the study abroad program 
in La Coruña will be up and 
running and again Spring. 

Vincenzo DiNatale 
may be reached at 

vdinatale19@choate.edu

Continued from Page 1

We are responding to 
the expressed needs 
of the community. 

Dr. Keith Hinderlie
Director of  Equity and 

Inclusion

form day students or the form as 
a whole. Prefects must also work 
hard to enforce school rules, 
functioning as a liaison between 
students and faculty. 

“They are prefects first and 
friends second. If a situation 
ever arises in which a student’s 
safety is an issue, and if there 
is discipline involved, the pre-
fect has to make a judgement 
call on the basis of safety and 
fulfill his or her duties,” Ms. 
DeStefano said. 

All juniors interested in 
becoming prefects attended 
one of three information ses-
sions held in Elman Auditori-
um on January 12, 15, and 16, 
after which they were eligible 
to apply. Students were sent 
an application electronical-
ly that contained questions 
about themselves as people, 
how they would handle a lead-
ership role, who their role 
models are in the senior class, 
and what qualities they have 
that would enable them to be 
good role models to their pre-
fectees. Nandini Erodula ’18, 
who was selected as a day stu-
dent prefect, said, “The ques-
tions on the application made 
me think about my time at 
Choate, especially being a day 
student here. It made me re-
flect on what I want to do next 
year to help freshmen adjust. 
I want to make a difference in 
their lives.”

Some boarding student ap-
plicants met with the advisers 
of the dorms that they desired 
to prefect in. Mr. Velez, as well 
as Dean of Fifth Form Girls 
Ms. Nancy Miller, provided 
the heads of the prefect pro-
gram with a little bit of back-
ground on each applicant. The 
application also required a 
recommendation from the stu-
dent’s adviser. 

The Heads of the Prefect 
Program, Mr. Jake Dellorco, 

Ms. Courtney DeStefano, and 
Ms. Williamson, thorough-
ly examined each application 
to determine which students 
were right for the position. 
“Every application gets mul-
tiple reads. That is sort of 
similar to applying to Choate, 
as then it is not just one per-
son’s decision of whether it is a 
good or bad application,” Ms. 

DeStefano said. 
They also collect refer-

ences from various people 
on campus such as coaches, 
deans, students, and teachers 
to gather a sense of the appli-
cant’s character. “We are look-
ing for students who want to 
be looked up to by the younger 
students as role models, and 
be under a sort of microscope 
in that everyone is watch-
ing and seeing what a prefect 
does,” Ms. Williamson said. 

Madison Sakheim ’18, an-
other rising day student pre-
fect, commented, “I hope to 
be a reliable and friendly face 
for my prefectees to turn to as 
they adjust to a new school, 
and I hope to keep up commu-
nication with the advisers. It’s 
important to make sure that 
my prefectees know that they 
are well supported by both me 
and the faculty.”  

Those selected as prefects 
will attend orientation pro-
grams in the coming months 
before assuming their roles as 
leaders of the school next fall.

Anjali Mangla may be reached 
at amangla20@choate.edu

We are looking for 
students who want 
to be looked up 
to by the younger 
students as role 
models.

Ms. Mary Liz Williamson
Director of Day Students

Coleman to Speak at Commencement

Dr. Coleman is a celebrated American chemist and a former NASA astronaut. 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Photo courtesy of Choate Rosemary Hall
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Directed Studies Applications Need More 
Sensible Requirements

By Kristen Andonie ’17
Sta! Opinions Writer

Anime enthusiast Sebastian Chang ’18 was denied the opportunity to pursue a Directed Study in his passion.
Drawing by Sebastian Chang

At Choate, we pride our-
selves in fostering cre-
ativity and educational 

curiosity by providing students 
WKH�WRROV�WR�H[SORUH�WKHLU�VSHFL¿F�
interests and to learn experien-
WLDOO\�� :H� RIIHU� ¿UVW�UDWH� VLJQD-
ture programs that welcome new 
artists, environmentalists, and 
mathematicians every year. We 
house an i.d.Lab bursting with 
high-tech resources for students 
to convert their imaginative 
musings into physical products. 
We are even revamping our en-
tire daily schedule to increase 
FODVV�WLPH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WR�LQFRUSR-
rate more hands-on learning.

Yet, as we raise new build-
ings and redesign curricula, we 
RYHUORRN�D�KDPDUWLD�²�D�ÀDZ�VR�
seemingly small that we typi-
cally ignore it, but so impactful 
that it can shape a student’s in-
tellectual experience at Choate. 
Indeed, the Directed Studies 
Program offers students tremen-
dous academic opportunities, 
but the program features much 
untapped potential.

Currently, Directed Stud-
ies offer students the ability to 
explore their interests beyond 
the material covered in existing 
courses. Under the mentorship 
of a faculty adviser and through 
the approval of the Directed 
Study Committee, a student can 
propose a topic, draft a syllabus, 
and complete an intellectually 
challenging set of assignments 

and assessments. The one-
term study covers an equivalent 
amount of material as a regular 
elective, and the student receives 
not only course credit but also a 
letter grade.

On the surface, all appears 
well with the system by which 
Directed Studies are approved. If 
students have completed all the 
FRXUVHV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKHLU�¿HOGV�RI�
interest and desire further con-
quest of knowledge, they may 
apply for Directed Studies that 
PRUH� VSHFL¿FDOO\� DGGUHVV� WKHLU�
intellectual curiosities. The stu-
dent who successfully completes 
Human Anatomy and Physiolo-
gy may proceed to conduct an in-
depth directed study on the bone 
structure of the human hand, for 
example.

By limiting students to inde-
pendently studying only familiar 
topics, we eliminate the potential 
to acquire a fundamental layer 
of intellectual skills. Creating 
a course based on what one al-
ready knows is relatively simple, 
while tackling a wholly new sub-
ject matter requires far more cre-
ativity and dedication and conse-
quently promises a considerably 
more rewarding experience.

Last term, I applied for a di-
rected study on the artistic, cul-
tural, and psychological themes 
of Japanese anime and manga. 
I had enthusiastically brain-
stormed ideas with my faculty 
adviser and ultimately presented 
a syllabus and a list of course 
objectives to the Directed Study 
Committee. However, the com-

mittee rejected the proposal on 
the basis that I needed to take 
courses in psychology and Japa-
nese history before undertaking 
such a study.

Choate students in general 
UDUHO\� ¿QG� WKH� VSDFH� LQ� WKHLU�
RYHUORDGHG� VFKHGXOHV� WR� ¿W� LQ�
every single elective they wish to 
take. For me, taking a series of 
HPRSS courses simply as a pre-
cursor to a directed study was 
logistically impossible, as I was 
already taking six courses per 
term; the idea to analyze anime 
and manga did not even occur 
to me until late in my Choate 
career.

As long as the directed study 
is of high educational value and 
the student formulates a reason-
able and challenging syllabus, 
prerequisites should play little 
to no role in the approval pro-
cess of the program. If a student 
proposes a viable plan to learn 
elementary Norwegian, that 
student is exhibiting an extraor-
dinary amount of diligence for 
seeking to learn something to-
tally new.

Moreover, overcoming the 
learning curve is a crucial ele-

ment of education. If we forego 
the learning curve by choos-
ing to explore only topics with 
which we are already comfort-
able, we deprive ourselves of 
WKH� FRQ¿GHQFH� WR� WDNH� ULVNV� LQ�
unknown territory. In post-col-
legiate environments, we often 
face situations in which we must 
¿JXUH�RXW�VROXWLRQV�WR�SUREOHPV�
unlike any we have ever tackled. 
Fostering the spirit of indepen-
dent learning in high school will 
give students a better skill set to 
dive into other unfamiliar topics 
later in life.

Lastly, curious and driven 
students should have the oppor-
tunity to pursue their interests 
in a healthy, educational, and 
faculty-guided environment.  A 
student should possess the op-
tion to spend a term indulging 
one’s passion for black holes, 
even if he or she is not an ex-
pert in astronomy. Her fount of 
enthusiasm for the mysterious 
phenomena of spacetime will 
make up for the introductory 
lessons in the astronomy class 
she never took.

As Choate aims to tear down 
the boundaries that inhibit cre-
ative learning, let us provide ev-
ery student the opportunity to 
grow in the areas that lead his or 
her neural networks to scintil-
late by broadening the scope of 
directed studies.

We eliminate 

the potential 

to acquire a 

fundamental 

layer of 

intellectual skills.

Kristen Andonie is a sixth 
former from Key Biscayne, 
Fla. She may be reached at 

kandonie17@choate.edu

COOLING GLOBAL WARMING’S HEATED 
R HETORIC

By Stewart Egan ’18
Opinions Writer

Climate change exists, 
whether one agrees with 
the label or not. Green-

house gas emissions trap heat in 
the atmosphere and the warming 
of said atmosphere has caused 
the icebergs to melt, the earth’s 
temperature to rise, and weather 
patterns to change unpredict-
ably.  Environmental issues 
should not be considered po-
litical. Despite the deep-rooted 
social divides in our world, one 
common thread connects hu-
mans more than anything: we all 
live on this planet. 

Currently, Choate students 
come from over 40 countries 
across the world; our student 
body extends to every continent. 
Groups like the C-Proctors show 
us how to make small, eco-friend-
ly adjustments to our daily lives 
that reduce our impact on the 
environment. The Divestment 
Team is an example of positive 
action; their mission to convince 
Choate to divest from fossil fuels 
not only sets an example to the 
Choate community, but to other 
boarding schools and the leaders 
who have and will attend Choate. 

Decades of dependence 
on unsustainable energy have 
caused the topic of the environ-
ment to become entrenched in 
business, economic, and social 
issues. We will all eventually be 
affected by the consequences of 
our actions; we cannot escape 
the natural world. Therefore, 
the destruction of our ecosystem 
should be at the forefront of dis-
cussion, especially at this point 
in time. The world is at an in-
credibly fragile tipping point and 

the decisions made today will 
determine the future for genera-
tions to come. 

The world is entering a state 
in which the effects of climate 
change may become irreversible. 
While scientists cannot predict 
the exact outcome, rising sea lev-
els and severe weather patterns 
verify that the world we know 
today will not be the same in the 
years to come. Scientists esti-
mate that by mid-century, pos-
sibly 30-50% of the world’s spe-
cies could be extinct and 99% of 
these species are at risk because 
of human activity. Oil and coal 
is running out, freshwater is be-
coming scarce, and carbon emis-
sions have increased globally by 
90% since 1970. We are entering 
a very fragile environmental tip-
ping point, and the United States’ 
regression in environmental pol-
icy could be the most detrimen-
tal legacy of President Donald 
Trump’s P ’00 administration. 

Mr. Trump tried to silence 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency on climate change and 
proposed a bill to defund its sci-
entists, halting all research on 
problems, such as the Flint water 
crisis and gathering data on car-
bon emissions. Although these 
executive orders make headlines, 
the national attention quickly 

shifts toward other problems, 
leaving consequences of such 
ELOOV��VXFK�DV�FRQ¿UPLQJ�WKH�.H\-
stone XL Pipeline, in the dust. 

Complacency is not an op-
tion anymore. Defunding the 
EPA is the equivalent of stitching 
a wound with a trench knife. Re-
verting back to coal mining sim-
ply reestablishes dependence on 
a dying industry. I have seen the 
disastrous effects of mountain-
top removal on the Appalachian 
communities and ecosystems; 
mining corporations created the 
people’s poverty and to return 
to the dying resources that put 
these people in their situation is 
fool-hearted. The future lies in 
renewable energy and develop-
ing new technology, not in the 
broken facade of America.

The Keystone XL Pipeline 
and Dakota Access Pipeline are 
extremely problematic in their 
own right, as only 35 permanent 
jobs will be established after the 
construction of the XL pipeline, 
and the pipelines could devastate 
countless ecosystems. However, 
nobody talks about where the 
oil is coming from and its severe 
environmental impact. The Tar 
Sands’ crude oil is one of the 
most devastating ways to drill for 
oil and it is one of the biggest car-
bon emitters in North America. 
We must engage in conversa-
tions on campus and take a more 
active approach to further our 
knowledge on the silent killers of 
our planet. 

It should not threaten us to 
state that the atmosphere is heat-
ing up and causing super storms, 
or that oil and other fossil fuels 
are unsustainable. However, 
decades of dependence on un-
sustainable energy has caused 

the topic of the environment to 
become entrenched in business, 
economic, and social issues. We 
will all eventually be affected by 
the consequences of our actions; 
we cannot escape the natural 
world. Therefore, the destruction 
of our ecosystem should be at the 
forefront of discussion, especial-
ly at this point in time. 

Rather than succumbing to 
hopelessness, we should look 
towards our Choate commu-
nity and recognize the power we 
hold. The change we initiate here 
can ripple directly around the 
world. It’s important to educate 
ourselves on the natural world, 
to do small things to save energy 
or water, to speak out, and try to 
¿QG�VROXWLRQV�WRJHWKHU�

The future lies in helping the 
environment, not destroying it. 
Leading by example and doing 
our individual part will make a 
difference because great change 
only happens through many 
smaller choices. By starting this 
change at Choate, we will change 
the world. 

Defunding 

the EPA is the 

equivalent of 

stitching a 

wound with a 

trench knife.

Stewart Egan is a fi!h 
former from Pendleton, 

KY. She may be reached at 
segan18@choate.edu

SAGE C()")*% 
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By Grady Bohen ’19
Opinions Writer

Admit it: all of us in the 
Choate community have, 
at one point or another, 

complained about SAGE food. 
It is not a sin, and complaining 
certainly falls under the vast 
realm of human tendencies; 
however, the extent to which 
the hardworking men and 
women of SAGE are criticized 
is both alarming and disgust-
ing. 

When a high school kid is 
handed a high-end education, 
whether from the pockets of 
their parents, financial aid 
from the school, or some com-
bination of the two, it comes 
with a sweeping sense of en-
titlement. While many would 
correctly argue that meals are 
included in tuition, the actual 
student is never the one pro-
viding said tuition, therefore 
receiving  free food. So why is 
the most common lunch con-
versation a passionate deni-
gration of the very service that 
provided the meal before you? 

The ever-present slander-
ing of the food services at Cho-
ate is not something to shrug 
off. While there is nothing 
wrong with complaining about 
a certain dish, even a certain 
meal, explore the entire se-
lection before jumping down 
SAGE’s throat. If you cannot 
find a single dish in the en-
tire dining hall that suits you, 
make a sandwich. There have 
been worse tasting and worse 
quality meals in history. 

Perhaps worse than the act 
of complaining about SAGE 
is the way the entire school, 
students and faculty, con-
done such behavior. From 
third to sixth form, students 
sit around the table during 
Meatless Mondays throwing 
pity parties for their stomachs 
when they aren’t given the ex-
act dish they had in mind. As a 
non-vegetarian, I understand 
the disappointment, but what 
percentage of the student body 
knows the motivation behind 
the famed meat-barren Mon-
day lunch? 

The weekly meal started 
as a way to reduce our meat 
consumption, which does very 
well unbeknownst to Choate 

students. Feel free to look on-
line: the statistics of Meatless 
Monday are all there for your 
consumption. What percent-
age of the endlessly whining 
students have made sugges-
tions to SAGE or requested 
themes, foods, or any sort of 
change? 

I returned from the base-
ball spring training trip to 
Georgia, during which the 
team ate at Chick-fil-A six 
times, to find my fellow team-
mates complaining about the 
choice of five main courses, a 
full salad bar, and an ethnic 
food station. The standards 
that students attempt to hold 
SAGE Dining to are unfair, 
unrealistic, and pitiful. The in-
cessant whining is disrespect-
ful towards the many workers 
of SAGE and makes Choate 
students seem ungrateful for 
all the opportunities they have 
been granted. 

As a Wallingford native, I 
can assure you that this type of 
blind entitlement is a key mo-
tivator for the cultivation of 
animosity from town residents 
toward Choate students. For 
the sake of the SAGE workers, 
our community reputation, 
and our own image, I call upon 
the entire school to stop acting 
like elitist food critics and en-
joy the wide selection of food 
available every day.

The next time you sit down 
at your table, poised to moan 
about the quality, taste, or ap-
pearance of your meal, think 
twice before you spread your 
contagious slander to those 
around you. Enjoy your food 
and find a different topic of 
conversation. The next time 
you notice a friend being un-
fairly critical of SAGE, call 
them out. This issue seems 
insignificant, but the alarm-
ing number of ungrateful Cho-
ate students seems to increase 
exponentially. By drawing 
attention to the unnecessary 
criticism of SAGE, the Choate 
community can move forward 
with a more reasonable, unbi-
ased critique of the free food 
we are being served.

Grady Bohen is a fourth 
former from Wallingford, 

Conn.  He may be reached 
at gbohen19@choate.edu

CORR ECTIONS

Photo Courtesy of MotivateMe.in

SPORTS
Two photos were credited to wrong people. Laruen Canna 

’18 took Jack Vara’s ’17 photo, while Michael Li ’18 took 

Hunter Reynolds’s ’17.

An article titled “Spring Sports Preview 2016-2017” mis-

spelled the following students’ names: Amira Nazer ’17 

(Girls’ Crew) and Charles Bellemare ’17 (Boys’ Lacrosse).

The Choate News regrets these errors. 

To submit a correction, email thechoatenews@choate.edu
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America Must Pray For Mosul, Too

By Sarah Bonnem ’19
Opinions Writer

A medic escorts an injured child to an ambulance in western Mosul.
Photo courtesy of Reuters

A bove the skyline of Mosul, 
Iraq’s second largest city,    
 looms the famed leaning 

minaret of the Great Mosque of 
al-Nuri, which has called masses 
to daily prayer since the 12th 
century A.D. Unfortunately, this 
monument no longer serves as a 
testament to Iraq’s remarkable 
history, as it once did. Off the 
side of the minaret’s roof, the 
PHQDFLQJ� EODFN� ,6,6� ÀDJ� QRZ�
ÀLHV�²�D�GLVPDO�UHPLQGHU�RI�WKH�
terrorist organization’s strong-
hold over the city. 

This past October, Iraqis 
initiated a defensive coalition to 
retake the city in what has since 
been deemed the “Battle of Mo-
sul.” Although much of the city, 
including eastern Mosul, and 
bordering territories have been 
liberated, the state of the con-
ÀLFW� LV� VWLOO� LQFUHGLEO\� GLUH�� 'H-
spite this continued chaos, the 
crisis has not warranted global 

outrage, only occasionally graz-
ing the headlines of news outlets 
such as Al Jazeera and the BBC. 
If the Western media and people 
can muster up sympathy and 
attention for terrorist attacks 
in Belgium, Paris, and London, 
shouldn’t Mosul be allotted the 
same treatment?

To be sure, the murder of 
innocent people in privileged 
countries is no less evil than 
it is in less developed nations. 
Yet, no doubt, Westerners have 
become so desensitized to the 
deaths of black and brown bod-
ies that images of the destruc-
WLRQ�LQ�0RVXO�²�QHLJKERUKRRGV�
diminished to rubble, recovered 
airstrike victims in blue body 
bags, children staring at the 
graves of their family members 
²�HOLFLW�QRW�VKRFN��EXW�VLOHQFH�

Why are we not angrier? 
Where is the rage, the confu-
VLRQ�� DQG� WKH� )DFHERRN� SUR¿OH�
SLFWXUHV� ZLWK� ,UDTL� ÀDJ� ¿OWHUV"�
Why is it when terrorism occurs 
in the Western hemisphere, we 

unite in mutual support, but 
when it happens in the East, we 
turn a blind eye? 

Currently, the campaign 
to liberate Mosul has resulted 
in the deadliest urban combat 
since World War II. The city is 
more dangerous for civilians 
right now than at any other 
SRLQW� LQ� WKH� FRQÀLFW�� DQG� WKH�
magnitude of the crisis has far 
surpassed the U.N.’s expecta-
tions. Undoubtedly, a recent 
surge in American airstrikes has 
only escalated the urgency of the 
¿JKWLQJ�� 0HDQZKLOH�� ��������
Iraqis remained trapped within 
western Mosul under the con-
trol of ISIS militants, who do not 
care whether they live or die. In 

fact, according to the United Na-
tions Refugee Agency, one mil-
OLRQ� DQG� �������� ,UDTLV� FRXOG�
EH�GLVSODFHG�GXH�WR�WKH�FRQÀLFW��

 Imagine American soil be-
ing targeted by routine bomb-
LQJV� WKDW�NLOO� XS� WR�����SHRSOH��
Visualize your neighborhood in 
smoking ruins. Conceive, if you 
can, losing your entire family to 
an extremist group. Feel angry. 
Feel confused. Feel something, 
because merely sitting back and 
ZDWFKLQJ� DV� WKH� FRQÀLFW� LQ�0R-
sul escalates into a full-blown 
humanitarian crisis would be an 
improvement from what has the 
majority of American have done 
so far. So, to my fellow Ameri-
cans and all other Westerners 
worldwide, please step up to 
help, recognize, and commiser-
ate with the plight of the Iraqi 
people. 

Conceive, if you 

can, losing your 

entire family to an 

extremist group.

Sarah Bonnem is a  fourth 
former from Bronxville, New 
York. She may be reached at  

sbonnem19@choate.edu

H.0 T. H$'/ A G'.9$' 
T!-3# I3 P.&5'"1:

By Imad Rizvi ’18
Opinions Sta! Writer

When Britain voted last 
year to leave the Eu-
ropean Union, the 

Philippines elected Mr. Rodrigo 
Duterte as President, and Mr. 
'RQDOG�7UXPS�3�¶���EHFDPH�WKH�
President of the United States, it 
seemed like right-wing popu-
lism was becoming an unstop-
pable global trend. With major 
elections coming up this year 
in the Netherlands, France, and 
Germany, many feared that this 
phenomenon was going to con-
tinue, thereby triggering a pe-
riod of extreme nationalism and 
isolationism not seen since the 
World Wars. However, the re-
cent election in the Netherlands 
earlier this month went unex-
pectedly well for the incumbent 
party, with far-right leader Geert 
Wilders’s party getting far fewer 
YRWHV�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG�DQG�¿QLVK-
ing in a distant second. Further-
more, moderate candidates are 
projected to beat far-right popu-
lists in similar elections in other 
nations. In France, centrist Em-
manuel Macron has emerged 
as the favorite to beat far-right 
leader Mrs. Marine Le Pen, and 
in Germany, the right-wing Al-
ternative for Germany party is 
far behind the more moderate 
Christian Democratic Union 
and Social Democratic Party. 
While far-right leaders are still 
a global threat, it seems that the 
election of Mr. Trump and his 
presidency’s disastrous start has 
had a tremendous impact on the 
politics of European nations.

With the numerous prob-
lems caused by the Trump ad-
ministration, which seems un-
able to keep the White House 
and country in order, people 
around the world now under-
stand the potential damage a 
ULJKW�ZLQJ� SRSXOLVW� FRXOG� LQÀLFW�
upon their country. According 
to Tim De Beer, a Dutch politi-
cal research consultant, “Wilders 
made a mistake backing Trump. 
People didn’t like that.” Indeed, 
Mr. Trump’s unpopularity in 
Europe has been harmful to can-
didates who share similar ide-
als. At one point, Wilders had 
36% of the vote, but that has 
dropped dramatically in recent 
months as Wilders began com-
paring himself to the unpopular 
US president. In the past month 
alone, his support has dropped 

IURP� ������ WR� ������� DFFRUG-
ing to the Dutch Peilingwijzer 
poll. Mr. Trump’s failures have 
shown the rest of the world that 
while many right-wing populist 
leaders may be able to recognize 
problems, they don’t offer viable 
solutions. Inappropriate ties to 
Russia, unsubstantiated claims 
of wiretapping by Mr. Obama, 
blatant disregard for NATO, and 
a proclaimed “war” against the 
media are all examples of what 
happens when a country elects 
a demagogue like Mr. Trump. 
Meanwhile, French far-right 
candidate Marine Le Pen has 
recognized this effect. Compared 
to Wilders, Mrs. Le Pen has been 
much less supportive and more 
unwilling to compare herself to 
Mr. Trump. This further shows 
how Mr. Trump, through his 
damaging policies, is not only af-
fecting the United States but also 
political decisions made around 
the world. This damage that Mr. 
Trump is causing to right-wing 
candidates doesn’t mean that 
populist movements worldwide 
are coming to an end. Senator 
Bernie Sanders, who used many 
populist strategies in his presi-
dential campaign, is the most 
popular politician at the mo-
ment in America. Additionally, 
defeat in the Dutch election may 
be a very favorable outcome for 
Mr. Wilders. Though he will not 
hold executive power, over the 
next four years, Mr. Wilders will 
be the leading opposition to the 
current administration. Thus, if 
anything goes wrong, he will be 
able to blame the ruling party. 
This gives Mr. Wilders a power-
ful platform, and his populist 
tactics may win him more sup-
port if terrorist attacks increase 
and economic conditions dete-
riorate.

Through populism, politi-
cians have been able to harness 
the anger, despair, and insecu-
rity that many around the world 
are feeling and win elections. 
While populist tactics may 
not be in decline, the Trump 
administration is dissuading 
people from voting for candi-
dates like him. In this way, de-
VSLWH�DOUHDG\�LQÀLFWLQJ�PDVVLYH�
damage upon our country, Mr. 
Trump may be doing the rest of 
the world a big favor.

Imad Rizvi is a fi!h former from 
Glastonbury, Conn. He may be 

reached at irizvi18@choate.edu

The Trump Administration Is Tired Of Losing

By Audrey Powell ’19
Opinions Writer

President Donald Trump P ’00 delivers his first address to a joint session Congress on February 28, 2017.
Photo courtesy of Getty Images   

OQ�)HEUXDU\�����������3UHV-
LGHQW�'RQDOG�7UXPS�3�¶���
remarked that if he were 

elected President, “We’re going 
to win so much. You’re going to 
get tired of winning.” However, 
two and a half months into his 
presidency, Mr. Trump has failed 
to deliver on that promise. From 
the blocking of the travel ban to 
the scrapping of the American 
Health Care Act, Mr. Trump’s ad-
ministration is on a losing streak 
with no end in sight.

First of all, Mr. Trump could 
not even get his signature health-
FDUH�SODQ�WR�WKH�+RXVH�ÀRRU�GXH�
to overwhelming opposition. 
Thus, he failed at one of the pre-
liminary stages in passing leg-
islation. Indeed, the AHCA was 
no small component of his presi-
GHQF\�²�UHSHDOLQJ�DQG�UHSODFLQJ�
Obamacare was and still is the 
primary objective of the GOP and 
a major promise of Mr. Trump’s 
presidential campaign.

Moreover, Mr. Trump has 
lost the battle for his travel ban 
not once, but twice. His stan-
ceon immigration from Muslim-
majority nations was another 
key facet of his campaign, yet he 
was unable to pass that piece of 
legislation as well. Mr. Trump 
DOVR�ORVW�KLV�¿JKW�WR�GDPDJH�WKH�
integrity of former President 
Barack Obama by accusing him 
of wiretapping during the elec-
tion without any legitimate 
proof. Not only are all of these 
defeats ironic, but they are just 
plain amusing. A man that has 
published books titled The Art 

of the Deal and Never Give Up: 

How I Turned My Biggest Chal-

lenges into Success now holds 
more power than anyone else in 
the free world but still cannot 
pass legislation.

While it can be said that Mr. 
Trump is failing due to obstruc-
tion from Democrats, Repub-
licans do hold a congressional 
majority, which should alleviate 
that issue. The real problem Mr. 
Trump faces is that he is not just 

hated by the Democrats, but by 
many Republicans, particularly 
the Freedom Caucus, too. This 
should speak to Mr. Trump’s 
fundamental nature and leader-
ship skills: if he cannot gain the 
support of his own party, is it 
possible for him to accomplish 
anything? He has already ignited 
tension with foreign leaders such 
as President Enrique Peña Nieto 
of Mexico and Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany, showing 
that his international relations 
skills are abysmal.

In regard to his hypocrisy, 
the American people have re-
peatedly witnessed Mr. Trump 
practicing what he once preached 
against. For example, despite 
frequently complaining about 
3UHVLGHQW� 2EDPD� JRO¿QJ� ZKLOH�
LQ� RI¿FH��0U�� 7UXPS�KDV� JROIHG�
thirteen times in his ten weeks as 
POTUS. While he refers to many 
media sources as “the enemy of 
the American people” and fake 
news, he does not mind one of 
his chief advisors and Counselor 
to the President, Kellyanne Con-

way, promoting the phrase “al-
ternative facts.” Thus, Americans 
cannot place trust in Mr. Trump 
due to his blatant hypocrisy.

The list of Mr. Trump’s 
ironic and hypocritical errors 
could go on forever, and this is 
something that the American 
people must be cognizant of. 
As President, Mr. Trump has 
enormous power, yet he be-
haves as if he is an actor in a 
comedy. The President should 
model reliability, skill, and 
trustworthiness. Unfortunate-
ly, Mr. Trump is lacking in all 
three areas. The people of the 
U.S. need to be aware of the de-
cisions he makes and their in-
evitable repercussions. Clearly, 
Mr. Trump needs to take his 
job more seriously, and in turn, 
the American people need to 
scrutinize his hypocrisy more 
seriously as well.

Audrey Powell is a fourth 
former from Bronxville, New 
York. She may be reached at 

apowell19@choate.edu

A CLE ANER PATH T O 
ALTER NATIV E ENERGY
By Joanna Ding ’19

Opinions Writer

Since the Industrial Revo-
lution, economic barriers 
have fettered the world’s 

transition to alternative energy 
sources. While the United Na-
tions (U.N.) has roped various 
nations into many different 
treaties and non-binding agree-
ments, a lack of concrete action 
has rendered efforts useless. In 
less  developed nations, a lack 
of funding stands as the primary 
obstacle to clean energy. While 
developed nations can afford 
initiatives purely for world im-
provement, underdeveloped na-
tions possess exigent issues that 
take precedence over climate 
affairs; moreover, most govern-
ments face substantial losses, 
as fossil fuels rank far above re-
newables in terms of economic 
SUR¿WDELOLW\�� /LNHZLVH�� 2UJDQL-
zation of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) member 
states rely on oil exports for up 
WR�����RI�WKHLU�*'3��PDNLQJ�UH-
gional reforms taxing on domes-
tic economies. These reasons, 
coupled with a lack of incentive 
to spend money altering an al-
ready functioning system, have 
impeded energy modernization 
attempts worldwide.

 The Environmental Perfor-
mance Index (EPI), which ranks 
���� FRXQWULHV� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WKHLU�
governments’ environmental 
policies, placed the U.S. 28th in 
WKH� ZRUOG� LQ� WKHLU� ����� UHSRUW���
This puts America above coun-
tries such as China and India, 
but below those like Finland and 
the United Kingdom. However, 
WKH� 8�6�� QHYHU� IRUPDOO\� UDWL¿HG�
the Kyoto Protocol, an interna-
tional framework under the U.N. 
Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) aiming to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
prevent anthropogenic effects 
on the atmosphere. President 
Donald Trump, a known climate 
change skeptic, sparked inter-
national dissent when he signed 
his “Energy Independence” ex-
ecutive order, which declared the 
“war on coal” over and signaled 

that he would not let interna-
tional sustainability stand in the 
way of an alleged “American en-
ergy revitalization.” His actions 
have not only jeopardized the 
Paris Climate Agreement, but 
have also led experts to question 
the future of the U.N.’s Sustain-
able Energy for All program. De-
YHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�QHHG�¿QDQFLDO�
aid, and losing the support that 
former President Barack Obama 
pledged them will be a deterrent 
to weaning off fossil fuels.

 As for now, the future of 
alternative energy sources is 
uncertain. Because developed 
nations cannot simply force 
changes upon their less devel-
oped counterparts, and because 
many countries disagree on 
appropriate energy practices, 
large-scale modernization is un-
likely to occur in the near future. 
If governments disregard the 
potential that renewables hold, 
then the weight falls onto the 
shoulders of private enterprises. 
Increased development and re-
search will eventually transmute 
modern energy technologies into 
practical alternatives by cultivat-
ing a competitive energy market. 
Technological advancements 
ZLOO�DOVR�SURPRWH�GLYHUVL¿FDWLRQ�
of renewable resources, driving 
down unit prices. To counter fos-
sil fuel empires, consumers must 
pressure industries, which in 
turn will initiate change. State-
funded venture capitals and sub-
sidized overhauls will expedite 
the process of introducing mul-
tinational renewable energy cor-
porations to developing nations. 
Small countries and OPEC states 
view oil as a cheaper alternative, 
due to the distribution networks 
and drilling systems already in 
place. The only way to under-
mine this is through the creation 
of low-cost alternative energy 
platforms. Ultimately, until a 
sustainable future is reached 
globally, the UNFCCC has not 
IXO¿OOHG�LWV�PDQGDWH��DQG�ZH�FLWL-
zens have failed our planet.

Joanna Ding is a  fourth former 
from  Shanghai, China. She may be 

reached at jding19@choate.edu
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Before last Wednesday, Chloe 
Choi ’19, a returning sophomore 
from Seoul, South Korea, and 
Imad Rizvi ’18, a four-year junior 
from Glastonbury, Conn., had 
never so much as heard the oth-
er’s name. They agreed to meet 
IRU� WKH�¿UVW� WLPH� LQ�WKH�/DQSKLHU�
Center Café to discuss one topic.

Here is an abridged transcript 
of their conversation.

Are there concepts that can’t 
be expressed by words?

CC: Don’t you feel like you just 
can’t describe love in words? 

IR: Well, I mean, you have the 
word “love” to describe it.

CC: But how can you describe 
if you love someone?

IR: You have that word to de-
scribe that concept. 

CC: It’s confusing to tell if you 
like someone or if you love some-
one. That’s where I think the word 
seems unclear.

IR: And I guess, too, there are 
certain ideas that don’t have voic-
es, like a lot of things having to do 
with identity, in terms of personal 
beliefs, religious beliefs, or po-
litical beliefs. Those labels can al-
most be kind of random, in a way. 
You might not have one set way of 
describing them to other people. 

&&�� /LNH� WKH� FRQFHSW� RI�
“home.” It’s not something you 
can say in words, but it’s some-
thing you can feel inside. This 
café could be your home, in some 
VHQVH��7KHUH¶V�QR�VLQJXODU�GH¿QL-
tion of it. But you can’t just talk it 

through.
IR: But, then again, you do 

have those words to describe 
“home.” 

CC: Hmm. 

IR: There are also words that 
aren’t easily translatable between 
languages. That’s true in a lot of 
languages, where some words 
only exist to describe a unique cul-
tural situation, or just because one 
country came up with that word 
and another country didn’t. I feel 
like there are some words across 
languages that we don’t have the 
means to express. Even when you 
translate a word, it’s hard to get 
the exact meaning. In that way, 
there might be words for it, but 
you can’t actually describe it to 
someone else.

CC: It’s the same way with 
LGLRPV�� /LNH� ³OHWWLQJ� WKH� FDW� RXW�
of the bag.” In another country, 
that could be considered animal 
violence, but here, it means some-
thing completely different.

IR: So a lot of things you just 
have to describe for yourself, 
because there might not be the 
words to convey them to someone 
else. You can feel them, even if you 
can’t accurately describe those 
feelings to other people.

CC: Why do you think that is?

IR: I think there are words that 
describe such a range of things 
WKDW� WKH\� GRQ¶W� DFFXUDWHO\� UHÀHFW�
a certain feeling. When someone 
says they’re sad, for example, you 
don’t know to what extent or why. 
There are a lot of other reasons 
that come into play. 

Former Choate Students Teach Choate Students
By Caroline Donatelli ’18

Sta! Reporter

Has the thought of teach-
ing at Choate ever crossed your 
mind? If not, you’d be surprised 
at how your perspective might 
change in the next ten years. 
Choate faculty come from di-
verse backgrounds — including 
many who were once Choate 
students themselves.

Mr. William Nowak ’06, a 
mathematics and computer sci-
ence teacher, attended Choate 
“for the excellence that prep 
school hockey had to offer,” 
he said recently. Mr. Nowak’s 
transition from Choate student 
to Choate teacher was not the 
result of “meticulous planning” 
but just “a series of coincidental 
and fortunate circumstances.” 
After graduating Choate, Mr. 
Nowak attended Northwestern 
University, majoring in math 
and economics while practicing 
semi-professional road cycling. 
Immediately after graduating 
from Northwestern, Mr. Nowak 
began teaching at Choate.

As a teacher, Mr. Nowak 
has gained new insights on 
the school. Mr. Nowak said, “I 
wasn’t super intellectual before 
Choate, but now my primary 
enjoyment comes from the life 
of the mind.” In keeping with 
this mentality, Mr. Nowak does 
not own a TV. Mr. Nowak said 
that he is “proud of the curios-
ity and life-long habit of learn-
ing gained from Choate.” Not 
only has Choate affected Mr. 
Nowak’s interests, but also his 
sense of identity. He explained, 
“Choate’s constant reminders 
of respect and inclusion have 
made me my best self.” He 
thinks that if he took a more 
traditional job after college, 
he “would not have learned as 
much or come to care as much 
about issues of societal equity.”

Mr. Michael Velez ’00, 
+3566� WHDFKHU�DQG�D�¿IWK� IRUP�
dean, said that his most pivotal 
moment at Choate was when 
his sixth-form adviser told him, 
“Don’t wish this place away too 
quickly: all too soon, your wish 
will come true.” While a Choate 
student, Mr. Velez was a prefect, 
a member of Christian Fellow-
ship, a writer for The Press, the 
co-host of a Choate radio show, 
and a member of the varsity 
hockey and lacrosse teams. Af-
ter attending Choate, Mr. Velez 
studied history at Middlebury 
College. “I had such an amazing 
experience as a student,” Mr. 
Velez said. “The opportunity to 
come back and work to enhance 
the experiences of the students 
that I engage with in the class-
rooms, dorms, athletics, and co-
curricular activities in meaning-
ful ways was too good to pass up.”

Mr. Gordon Armour ’76, 
English teacher and a third-
form dean, came to Choate 
following his brother, who 
graduated the spring before 
Mr. Armour’s freshman year. 
/RRNLQJ� EDFN� UHFHQWO\� RQ� KLV�
Choate career, Mr. Armour 
described witnessing “panty 
raids,” which involved stu-
dents from one gender sneak-
ing into the opposite gender’s 
dorms after curfew. He said, 
“A couple times a year, all the 
boys would run out of their 
dorms at midnight and up 
the hills to the girls’ dorms. 
The boys would come into the 
dorm and run around like cra-
zy people. The next morning, if 
some guy planned ahead well, 

there would a few panties, or 
a bra or two, hanging on the 
trees. It was very medieval 
and weird.”

After college, Mr. Armour 
attended Trinity College, in 
Hartford. At first, he believed 
he would end up like his father 
— a banker — but then realized 
he had no interest in the field. 
Mr. Armour enjoyed being 
an English major and rowing 
at Trinity, and he wanted to 
continue his experience with 
both. A job at Choate provided 
that opportunity. 

Mr. Tim Bradley ’73, Asso-
ciate Director of Admissions, 
was inspired to attend Choate 
by John F. Kennedy ’35. Mr. 
Bradley joked, “You could go 
to any black person’s house 
in America and you would see 
three pictures on the wall: Je-
sus, John Kennedy, and Martin 
/XWKHU�.LQJ�´�:KLOH�DW�&KRDWH��
Mr. Bradley served as the Chair 
of the Judicial Committee, a 
position that transformed his 
view on social issues. Mr. Brad-

ley, who is from Chicago, said, 
“In 1969, no one forgot they 
were black. In my neighbor-
hood, white people beat you up 
and tried to kill you.” He added, 
“I had never met any friendly 
white people before Choate.”

Mr. Bradley described 
Choate’s myriad opportunities 
as both empowering and alien-
ating. He explained, “After 
graduating from Choate, I felt 
like a survivor of a plane crash. 
Why was it me? I had a lot of 
brothers, and I wondered why 
it wasn’t them graduating from 
Choate instead: ‘He’s smarter 
than me,’ I would think, ‘So 
why not him? Why am I able to 
travel farther and have a bet-
ter chance?’” 

After attending Tufts Uni-
versity, Mr. Bradley took a job 
in the music business, working 
with artists from CBS, A&M, 
and MCA Records. However, 
he still had nagging thoughts 
about the privileges afforded 
to him by Choate, often with 
the refrain: “Do something 
meaningful. Do something 
that matters to people other 
than you.” To accomplish 
these goals, Mr. Bradley re-
turned to Choate, where he 
currently works in admissions.

Ms. Nicole Stock ’05, Assis-
tant Athletic Director for Sports 
Information, came to Choate 
to play hockey. After graduat-
ing from Choate, she attended 
Brown University and coached 
hockey at Northeastern Uni-
versity. When given the oppor-
tunity to work at Choate, Ms. 
Stock felt that it “seemed like a 
JRRG�¿W� WR�FRDFK�DQG�EH�D�SDUW�
of something different,” and 
she knows that students gain 
important lessons from team 
sports. “I love coaching,” she 
said. “I’m in a learning environ-
ment where kids challenge you, 
and you challenge them back.” 

While the experiences of 
Choate alumni faculty differ, 
each agreed that his or her 
time at Choate has been deeply 
meaningful — both as students 
and as faculty members. For 
these members of the Choate 
community, four years simply 
wasn’t enough.

Caroline Donatelli 
may be reached at 

cdonatelli18@choate.edu

T WO STR A NGERS, 
TEN MI N U TES, 
ONE QUESTION

R!"#$%&' H%(( 
A&)*+%,)" F*(( R!)-./%

By Mark Su ’18
Reporter

Though a popular gather-
ing space for Choate students, 
the Humanities Rotunda is 
also a historical spot. The 
space showcases a wide range 
of art created throughout the 
school’s history — from cot-
ton tapestries to wooden carv-
ings to bronze sculptures. 
More than mere decorations, 
this artwork tells the unique 
and colorful history of Choate 
Rosemary Hall.

If you walk into the Ro-
tunda from the door closest to 
&KULVWLDQ�6WUHHW�� WKH�¿UVW� YLVLEOH�
artwork is a watercolor paint-
ing called Morning Snow Rose-
mary Chapel. Created by Mr. 
Julius Delbos, once a beloved 
Rosemary Hall art teacher, this 
painting depicts Rosemary Hall’s 
St. Bede’s Chapel, in Greenwich, 
Connecticut. According to Cho-
ate Rosemary Hall archivist Ms. 
Judy Donald, St. Bede’s Chapel 
was both a place of worship and 
gathering at Rosemary Hall: ev-
ery morning, all students would 
attend school meeting there. An-
other Delbos piece hangs oppo-
site Morning Snow, a watercolor 
titled Main Building. 

The tapestry on the Rotunda 
wall attests to the outsize role re-
ligion played at Rosemary Hall. 
2Q� 5RVHPDU\� +DOO¶V� ¿IWLHWK� DQ-
niversary, in 1940, hundreds 
of alumni returned and sewed 
“kneelers,” pads that people 
kneel on when they pray, as a 
gift to the school. These kneel-
ers make up the tapestry seen in 
the Rotunda today. If you look 
closely, each kneeler resembles 
a different aspect of the school. 
,Q�WKH�¿UVW�URZ��WKH�WKLUG�NQHHOHU�
from the left is the coat of arms 
of Rosemary Hall, the second 
kneeler in the second row cel-

ebrates the school’s arts, and 
WKH�¿UVW�NQHHOHU�LQ�WKH�ODVW�URZ�
portrays a spider spinning the 
web to applaud the dedication 
and diligence of the Rosemary 
Hall community.

Across from the tapestry is 
a double portrait of the two co-
headmistresses of Rosemary 
Hall. On the left sits Ms. Caro-
line Ruutz Rees. On the right is 
0V�� 0DU\� (OL]DEHWK� /RZQGHV��
2QH� RI� WKH� ¿UVW� KHDGPLVWUHVVHV�
of Rosemary Hall, Ms. Ruutz 
Rees served the school for more 
than 40 years, the longest-serv-
ing head of school in Rosemary 
+DOO¶V�KLVWRU\��0V��/RZQGHV�ZDV�
a scholar and sportswoman who 
helped to create Rosemary Hall.

Perhaps the most attention-
grabbing artifacts within the 
Rotunda are the giant wooden 
boards hanging in the hallway 
between North Main Street 
and the Humanities Rotunda. 
Brought to Choate many decades 
ago, these wooden pieces have 
women’s names and dates carved 
into them. These girls were called 
the duces� RI� WKH� VFKRRO�²�/DWLQ�
for leaders. Also known as the 
ten-bar girls, all of the women 
won the Rosemary Hall Student 
Council election more than ten 
times. The Rosemary Hall stu-
dent government held elections 
much more frequently than the 
current Student Council, allow-
ing this system to occur.

As modern-day Choate stu-
dents walk through the Rotun-
da, they pass a visual record of 
a Rosemary Hall long past. As 
Ms. Donald put it, “The Rotunda 
has become the display area for 
VLJQL¿FDQW� SLHFHV� RI� PHPRUD-
bilia and art. It’s a way to bring 
historical items to campus so all 
students can enjoy them.”

Mark Su may be reached 
at bsu18@choate.edu

Picture the crowded me-
tropolis of Beijing. Skyscrapers 
shoot into the sky, the Great Wall 
winds through the city, and the 
imposing Tiananmen Gate wel-
comes all to China’s capital. It’s 
a big change from the red-brick 
buildings of Choate, yet Beijing 
is also a part of Choate’s cam-
pus. Four students — Rebekah 
Agwunobi ’19, Jeanne Malle ’19, 
Will Raccio ’18, and Orie Ulu ’18 
— are enrolled in Choate’s Bei-
jing Study Abroad program this 
term. Another student, Maya 
Scandinaro ’18, is also in Bei-
jing, taking a year-long break 
from Choate through an outside 
academic program called School 
Year Abroad (SYA).

The China term abroad pro-
gram runs for  nine weeks, with 
two weeks of excursions. Stu-
dents live and study in Beijing, 
and they visit Shanghai, Xi’an, 
6KDQJUL�/D�� DQG� +RQJ� .RQJ� WR�
get a broader perspective of a 
complex country.

Head of the Chinese Depart-
ment and Coordinator of the 
China Study Abroad Program 
'U�� &DURO� &KHQ�/LQ� VDLG�� ³7KH�
purpose of this program, besides 
developing students’ language 
skills, is to relay them to global 
society and let them have expo-
sure to a rapidly changing China. 
Through their host families, stu-
dents also get exposure to the 
Chinese lifestyle.”

Raccio agreed that a desire to 
learn more about Chinese culture 
KXJHO\�LQÀXHQFHG�KLV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�
go abroad. He said, “My belief is 
that there is no comparison to 
learning abroad, especially be-
cause I want to go into interna-
tional relations in the future.”

Raccio noted the differences 

between Chinese and Ameri-
can culture: “It’s really inter-
esting seeing how people from 
other cultures live — even the 
little things, like how the dessert 
comes out at the same time as 
the main course and appetizer, 
and how I clogged the toilet in 
P\�KRVW� IDPLO\¶V� KRXVH� WKH� ¿UVW�
day because I didn’t realize that I 
was supposed to throw the toilet 
paper in the trash.”

Raccio also stressed the 
importance of pushing oneself 
while studying abroad. He ex-
plained, “Whether it’s trying the 
duck intestines that are brought 
to the table or going grocery 
shopping by yourself, the more I 
do, the more I feel like I’m taking 
advantage of my opportunities.”

Malle noted the importance 
of learning outside of the Cho-
ate community: “We learn so 
much compared to the average 
teenager, yet we are still part of a 
small bubble that keeps us from 
furthering our knowledge, and 

even more than that, applying 
it. Going to China, I am learning 
completely new things and help-
ing my personal bubble grow.” 
(Malle did acknowledge that so 
far in China she has been “rather 
sheltered by teachers and Choate 
faculty” and said,“Maybe doing 
something a little bit riskier once 
in a while would be nice.”)

For SYA participant Scan-
dinaro, the impetus to study 
in China was different. Scan-
dinaro, who is Chinese but was 
adopted by an American family 
when she was ten months old, 
said, “I wanted to return to the 
country I was born in to learn 
about the culture and get a 
deeper sense of what it’s like.”

Since arriving in Beijing 
last September, Scandinaro’s 
language skills have developed 
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�� 6KH� H[SODLQHG��
³$W� ¿UVW�� LW� ZDV� YHU\� KDUG� WR�
talk to shopkeepers and taxi 
drivers, but now it’s second 
nature.” Scandinaro also men-

WLRQHG� WKH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� KHU�
host family: “My host parents 
helped me adjust to the cul-
ture, and I’ve become good 
friends with my 15-year-old 
host sister.”

Although the distance be-
tween Wallingford and Beijing 
is vast, both locations allow 
Choate students to further 
their academic pursuits. Scan-
dinaro summarized the expe-
rience: “Before the program, I 
only really knew how it was in 
America. I didn’t realize how 
differently people lived and 
didn’t understand some things 
they did. In Beijing, I’ve met 
so many cool people, joined an 
orchestra and a bilingual club 
at a local school, have become 
PRUH� LQGHSHQGHQW� DQG� FRQ¿-
dent, and have drastically im-
proved my language skills.” 

CH AT TING W ITH CHOATIES IN CHINA
By Michelle Zhuang ’18

Reporter

Members of the China Study Abroad program gather a!er an a!ernoon of exploration.
Photo courtesy of Will Raccio

Michelle Zhuang may be 
reached at mzhuang18@

choate.edu

Mr. Michael Velez ’00, who was a 
member of Christian Fellowship 
and a radio co-host while a Choate 
student, described the opportunity 
to teach at Choate as “too good to 
pass up.”

Mr. Tim Bradley ’73 was the Chair 
of  the Judicial Committee while a 
high school student. He later returned 
to the Choate Admissions O"ice  as 
Associate Director of Admissions.

Ms. Nicole Stock ’05 returned to 
Choate as an admissions o"icer 
and coach, entering an environ-
ment where “kids challenge you 
and you challenge them back.”

Photo courtesy of Tim Bradley

Photo courtesy of Isabelle So

Mr.  Will Nowak ’06, a current 
math and computer science 
teacher, attended Choate for “the 
excellence that prep school hockey 
had to o"er.” He began working at 
Choate immediately a!er college.

Mr. Gordon Armour ’76 was the 
second member of his family to 
attend Choate, following in the foot-
steps of his older brother. He soon 
returned to Choate as an English 
teacher.

Photo courtesy of Michael Li

Alumni faculty members discuss the experience of teaching at their alma mater

I wasn’t super 
intellectual before 
Choate, but now my 
primary enjoyment 
comes from the 
life of the mind.

Mr. William Nowak ’06

By Kristen Altman ’18
Features Editor

Kristen Altman may be 
reached at kaltman18@

choate.edu

Photo courtesy of Ross Mortensen

Photo courtesy of Ross Mortensen



A typical depiction of the iconic characters in The Addams Family.

Photo from DevianArt

I chose The Addams 
Family because, as 
suggested by the title, 
it’s about the strength 
of familial love.

Ms. Tracy Ginder-Delventhal
Director of Musical Theater

This year, Mattie Drucker 
’17 brought her artistic writing 
to Choate, first with her Di-
rected Study, Advanced Play-
writing and Screenwriting, 
and now with her play, Man-

zanas y Pecados, or Apples 

and Sins, specially featured in 
this year’s Spanish play. 

Drucker studied abroad in 
Spain last spring, where she 
was inspired by El Siglo de 
Oro (the Spanish Golden Age), 
a time period when Spain’s art 
and literature flourished. The 
play was her final project as-
signment for English teach-
er, Ms. Kate Doak’s, online 
course in theatre. With her 
love of Spanish theater and 
inspiration from playwright 
Lope de Vega, Drucker didn’t 
want her dramatic composi-
tion to stop there. Ms. Nancy 
Burress, a Spanish teacher, 
aided Drucker in bringing  
Manzanas y Pecados come 
to life. She was excited to 
see the final product — her 
own words interpreted by 
her classmates and teachers. 
Drucker explained, “New Age 
writing is becoming less de-
scriptive, thus giving the ac-
tors and the director endless 
possibilities to interpret their 
own characters.” Manzanas 

y Pecados also incorporated 
tactful themes of trickery and 
deception. Drucker said, “It 
was everything I had imag-
ined and more.

This year’s Spanish play 
also featured Los Aretes de la 

Luna (The Moon Earrings), 
written by Gabby Garcia. This 

composition tells the heated 
and waning relationship be-
tween the Sun and the Moon. 
It begins with the Sun and the 
Moon married and in love. 
However, the Sun then no-
tices Venus and cheats on his 
wife. After a fiery argument 
with the Moon, the Sun zaps 
the Moon with his fire, dis-
torting  her face. By the end, 
the Sun and the Moon express 
their ardent desire to be to-
gether again, before going 
their separate ways as the Sun 
sets and the Moon rises.  

The play ends with the 
Moon’s silver tears being 
transformed into earrings. Sa-
bastian Chacon ’19, the narra-
tor of the story, said that he 
initially joined the produc-
tion in order to improve his 
Spanish but was surprised by 
how much fun he had with the 
literature and the other ac-
tors. He said, “Not only did I 
learn Spanish, but I got to be 
so creative and funny. I had 
such a good time in this per-
formance.” Chacon explored 
the text and different act-
ing techniques with his peers 
and described how they were 
able to connect with the au-
dience by making bold act-
ing choices and experiment-
ing with different voices and 
volumes. Los Aretes de la 

Luna explores the themes of 
nature and the power of love 
beyond beauty and time, add-
ing a touching and heartfelt 
piece to the Spanish play and 
complementing Drucker’s piece 
perfectly. ¡Qué maravilla!

F!"#$%, A&!"' (, )*+( T,- C,.$/- N-01 || P$2- 7

In the fall, the performing 
arts commenced with a rendition 
of the age-old The Odyssey, fol-
lowed by the provocative Love of 

Three Oranges and The Green 

Bird, and now has come full 
circle to the comedic musical The 

Addams Family. 
The Addams Family� ¿UVW�

made its debut in 1938 as a 150 
single-panel cartoon. The car-
toon later expanded to become 
PXOWLSOH� WHOHYLVLRQ� VHULHV�� ¿OPV��
soundtracks, video games, nov-
els, and now a live musical. This 
spring term, Choate will make a 
spin on the classic, directed by 
Ms. Tracy Ginder-Delventhal. 

Ms. Ginder-Delventhal ex-
plained, “The musical takes place 
around ten years after the TV se-
ries and movies. Now, Wednes-
day Addams (Graysen Airth ’18) 
is a grown woman of 19 years. 
She has fallen in love with some-
one ‘normal’ (Max Patel ’19). It 
is all about the two families, Ad-
dams and Beineke, navigating 
what it means to come together 
with people who are different 
from you.” 

Although the musical may 
seem like a Halloween motif, Ms. 
Ginder-Delventhal assured, “The 
musical is not scary or gruesome 
at all, it is purely a comedy. It 
truly is really funny. I chose The 

Addams Family because, as sug-
gested by the title, it’s about the 
of strength familial love.”

This musical’s casting pro-
cess strays from that of other 
Choate muscials. Ms. Ginder-
Delventhal said, “The casting for 
this show was especially differ-
HQW� IURP� WKH� UHVW�� ,� VSHFL¿FDOO\�
looked for people who I thought 
had some kinship with their 
characters. This was very impor-
tant because of how ridiculous 

The Addams Family can be; I 
really needed people who could 
connect to them. Also, because 
the movies and television series 
are so iconic, I had to choose 
people who I thought could 
portray those characters with-
out straying too far from script. 
There is much less interpretation 
in this play than any other I have 
ever put on the Choate stage.” 

One of the main characters 
in the musical is Wednesday 
Addams’s love interest, Lucas 
Beineke, who is portrayed by 
Max Patel ’19. Patel said, “The 
Beinekes are another family, 
aside from the Addams, who ev-
eryone knows. They are sup-
posed to be normal, but they 
really aren’t.” He joked, “I think 
I connect pretty well to my char-
acter. I mean, we are both crazy 
and we are both teenage guys.” 

 Patel, who was involved 
with City of Angels last year, 
was drawn back to audition for 
this play as well. He said, “I re-
ally did not expect to get the lead 
role this year. Last year I was one 
of the backup singers, part of the 
ensemble, and I really enjoyed 
it. The whole process was so fun 
and being a part of the perfor-
mance was awesome. Tracy is 
amazing to work with. I just had 
a really good time.” 

Another lead character is 
Morticia Addams, who is played 
by Nicole Scruggs ’17. She de-
scribed Morticia as “a truly re-

markable character” and added, 
“She has unconditional love for 
her husband and her children. 
It’s clear that she would do ab-
solutely anything in the world 
for them. But unlike your typi-
cal mother, she also has this in-
ner darkness that’s intimidat-
ing, powerful, and sexy all at 
the same time.” Scruggs added, 
“The most beautiful thing about 
the family as a whole is that even 
though all of the characters are 
twisted, dark, crazy, and uncon-
ventional, they are the epitome 
of a perfect family because they 
love each other no matter what, 
and they love each other for who 
they are.”

Scruggs has been a part of a 
few Choate productions and is 
a member of Chamber Chorus. 
She said, “I started acting when 
I was four. But when I came to 
Choate, I decided that I wanted 
WR� ¿W� LQWR� WKH� DWKOHWH� FURZG��
Somehow I always used it as 
an excuse not to audition for a 
production. But then I realized 

how much I missed acting.” She 
added, “I realized that this was 
my last year to do any sort of act-
ing at Choate, and I realized that 
I would be okay with getting any 
sort of role, whether it would be 
a lead or an ensemble role. I just 
wanted to act.” 

The musical features a va-
riety of compositions, rang-
ing from upbeat to somber 
and from funky to poetic. Ms. 
Ginder-Delventhal said, “I 
hope the musical is going to 
be enjoyable for the audience. 
There is humor in the way the 
Addams family really loves 
darkness, but they love it in a 
warm and delightful kind of 
way. The whole thing is go-
ing to be amazing; it’s all very 
‘campy’, fun, and loving.” 

Be sure to look out for any 
further announcements and to 
attend The Addams Family: 

The Musical this spring term. 

Just Around the Corner: The Addams Family
By Inc Thongthai ’19

Sta! Reporter 

Inc Thongthai may be reached 
at pthongthai19@choate.edu

FRUI T, FIR E, A N D 
SILV ER TE ARS: THIS 

YE AR’S SPA N ISH PL A YS
By Christine Mason ’19

Copy Editor

Christine Mason may be reached 
at cmason19@choate.edu

By Jeanne Malle ’19
Fashion Columnist

An example of a typical school track suit, worn by Malle’s host sister. 
Photo by Jeanne Malle/The Choate News 

In Beijing, my home for the 
next two months, I noticed my 
host sister and most students 
in the city wearing almost iden-
tical uniforms, which only vary 
slightly  based on the school’s 
name. Different from any Amer-
ican attire I have seen, these 
outfits consist of a pair of  
white track pants and a match-
ing jacket. Intrigued by this 
concept, I asked my most trust-
ed source, my 12- year-old host 
sister, to share her thoughts. 
She said, “I don’t like my school 
uniform because I think it’s  un-
comfortable and ugly. The ma-
terial is not great quality and is 
very hot. It’s also white, which 
easily gets dirty. However, I 
do think it helps students be-
cause Chinese teachers want 
us to pay attention to studying 
rather than focusing on what to 
wear the next day and looking 
pretty or cool. I don’t think not 
having uniforms would make 
students feel unequal or more 
exposed to bullying. I will say 
that if I could choose between 
having or giving up the school 
attire, I would choose to keep 
it. Its advantages, such as be-
ing able to keep us in order and 

knowing which students are 
ours if we go out to study, are 
bigger than its disadvantages. 
In China, people say that wear-
ing a uniform shows honor to-
ward one’s school.”

I found her unexpected an-
swers interesting because of 
the maturity she had in under-
standing the reasons behind 
having to wear her outfit every 
day of her schooling years. I’m 
positive that if American stu-
dents were obliged to clothe 
themselves daily in full-length 
track suits, a majority of them 
would protest for lack of free-
dom of self expression. I stand 
on both sides of this argument. 
On one hand, I think that hav-
ing a homogeneous community 
permits students to not have 
to think about how to present 
themselves to the community 
everyday and makes people 
equal on a certain level by 
avoiding conflict. On the other 
hand, as perhaps many Cho-
ate students would argue, be-
ing able to express oneself via 
clothing during such a key time 
of growth is essential. 

This ambivalence becomes 
more complex when question-
ing the comfort or safety of stu-
dents. Some might feel the need 
to show everyone what kind of 
person he or she is or who he or 
she wants to be through cloth-
ing. Others, though, might feel 
safer not having to portray 
their sense of fashion. 

In any case, I have a dif-
ficult time actually imagining 
myself wearing a track suit ev-
ery single day, year after year. 
Could you?

Jeanne Malle may be reached at 
jmalle19@choate.edu

By Simi Sachdeva ’19
Sta! Reporter

Latham in her natural habitat, the PMAC costuming room. 
Photo by Helena Yang/The Choate News

Passionate, bold, and in-
dependent, Ellie Latham ’18 
is the only costuming Arts 
Concentration student at 
Choate thus far, responsible 
for creating the magic in cos-
tumes, hair, and makeup in 
Choate’s fall and spring pro-
ductions. After Latham’s first 
time costuming in Alice and 

Wonderland, she fell in love 
with costuming and realized 
one term a year for her was 
nowhere near enough. She 
approached Ms. Kalya Yan-
natos, Choate’s Director of the 
Arts, and asked if she could do 
a Directed Study or Theater 
Tech Arts Con. “But none of 
that is what I really wanted,” 
Latham said. “What I really 
wanted was more time in the 
costume shop. So, I found a 
way to combine my love for 
costuming in a form of study 
that works best for me.”

Latham’s passion for cos-
tuming began when she 
ZRUNHG�RQ�KHU�¿UVW�VKRZ�DW�&KR-
ate during her freshman fall. 
She loved the small costuming 
group of only five classmates. 
“It was two months of talking 
and paper macheing and hav-
ing so much fun hanging out 
in the Green Room crafting. 
Crafting is definitely my fa-
vorite art form,” said Latham.

Although her costuming 
passion began at Choate, her 
love for sewing began when 
her elementary school teacher 
taught her. Latham recalled 
that when she was little, she 
made clothes for her stuffed 

animals. She added, “Painting 
and drawing are less fun to me 
than crafts. Sewing is just re-
ally cool because it’s actually 
something useful. There are so 
many practical applications! 
It’s a really great skill to have.”

Latham passionately de-
scribed her feelings about see-
ing the pieces that go onstage, 
“Being backstage but seeing 
your effort and work go on-
stage is amazing.” She admits 
that the lack of recognition 
the backstage crew receives 
can be difficult sometimes, 
but for Latham, “the feeling 
that you are part of the show, 
that without something you’ve 
done a scene wouldn’t have 
been the same, that the show 
wouldn’t have been the same, 
that people’s perception of 
what’s going on wouldn’t have 
been the same, is amazing.” 
She continued, “Literally, the 
show can’t go on without you. 
That feeling of being an in-
tegral part  of the play, even 
though you are not onstage, is 
the nice part.”

The Arts Concentration 
Program in costuming has 
given Latham a bridge be-
tween two artistic disciplines: 
visuals arts and theater. This 
also gives Latham two distinct 
communities to participate in. 

“The theater kids are wild and 
outgoing, and the visual arts 
kids tend to be more quiet,” 
she said, “but I have found 
amazing friends and people 
in both places. It is so awe-
some to be part of the Arts 
Con community,” Latham said. 
Her favorite part of costuming 
is tech week for the shows. 
“Even though you are crazy 
stressed and running on sugar 
and caffeine, it’s when every-
thing comes together, and you 
get to see what you’ve worked 
on stage and on the actors. It’s 
this group bonding time with 
everyone backstage that’s just 
really special.”   

After school in the fall and 
spring, Latham works in the 
costume shop, and in the win-
ter Latham works in the Visual 
Arts Studio with the Visual 
Arts Concentration students. 
The Costuming Arts Concen-
tration Program requires 
Latham to take weaving, the-
ater design, and Acting 100. 
Although Latham loves weav-
ing and theater design, she 
was reluctant to take Acting 
100. She explained, “One of 
the reasons I work backstage 
is that I am not an actor. But, 
I understand that costumes 
have a lot to do with character 
development, so it was a good 
thing for me to do. I feel like 
I have a strong role in deter-
mining the definitive features 
of some of the actors when I 
create their costumes.” 

Latham’s process of creat-
ing a piece, either for herself 
or for costuming, begins with 
her sketching the final piece. 
Next, Latham creates her pat-
tern pieces and then a mock 

up, which is what she de-
scribed as “thinking what the 
pattern pieces should be and 
using muslin, which is cheap 
fabric, to put them together 
and see what adjustments I 
have to make.” Creating one 
piece of clothing is a time 
consuming process. Latham 
states that the time to create 
one dress could take an entire 
week of Arts Concentration in 
the costume shop. 

Costuming is Latham’s main 
focus, but she also creates her 
own pieces when she needs to. 
Latham’s eyes lit up as she de-
scribed creating her Holiday 
Ball dress her freshman year. 
“It was teal. I had borrowed 
my friend’s embroidering ma-
chine, so I embroidered the 
top of it, and I was so proud. 
That was the first real dress I 
had ever made. I really loved 
it, and it has inspired other 
pieces since.” 

Beyond the PMAC, Latham 
is involved in Bellacantos, 
Readers United, Debate, and 
has a love for the humanities. 
Ms. Kalya Yannatos, Director 
of the Arts, has high hopes 
for Latham. “I am excited to 
see where she takes it. It’s al-
ready getting layered into her 
focus and concentration, but 
I would imagine that she will 
become involved further.” 

“It’s been an amazing ex-
perience for me,” Latham said. 
“If there is someone who likes 
costuming as a much as I do, 
I hope that they have the op-
portunity to do so.”

Simi Sachdeva may be 
reached at ssachdeva19@

choate.edu

Behind the Curtains with Ellie Latham ’18

That feeling of being 
an integral part of the 
play, even though you 
are not onstage, is the 
nice part.  

Ellie Latham ’18
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FIELD 
REPORT

Boys’ Tennis (1-0-0)
beats Westy, 7-0

Boys’ Volleyball (1-0-0)
beats W&M Academy, 3-0

Boys’ Golf (1-2-0)
finishes 3rd of 4 

Saturday Games

Wednesday Games

Baseball (1-1-0)
falls to Ta!, 0-2

Girls’ Lacrosse (3-1-0)
falls to Exeter, 7-9

Boys’ Lacrosse (2-1-0)
falls to L’ville, 9-14

On The Sidelines with Ms. Courtney DeStefano
By Joseph Coyne ’19

Copy Editor

Described by students and 
players as vibrant, passionate, 
exuberant, and quirky, Ms. Court-
ney DeStefano is among the most 
popular and beloved coaches and 
teachers on campus.  As well as 
teaching in the HPRSS Depart-
ment and being the Co-Head of 
the Prefect Program, Destefs, as 
she is known by many, is the head 
coach of both girls’ varsity la-
crosse and Girls’ JV Field Hockey. 

While Ms. DeStefano does a 
ORW�RII�WKH�¿HOG��KHU�WUXH�SDVVLRQ�LV�
lacrosse.  She said, “I have loved 
ODFURVVH� HYHU� VLQFH� ¿IWK� JUDGH��
DQG�ZKHQ�,�SOD\HG�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�IRU�
45 minutes, somebody was like, 
‘Do you want to try goalie?’ and I 
was like ‘Yeah!’” That love for the 
game has driven Ms. DeStefano 
throughout high school, where 
VKH� SOD\HG� ¿HOG� KRFNH\�� EDVNHW-
ball, and lacrosse all four years. 
This passion continued to college, 
where she played lacrosse at Skid-
more.  

For Ms. DeStefano, a success-
ful playing career has evolved into 
FRDFKLQJ�� � ,Q� KHU� ¿UVW� WZR� \HDUV�
at Choate, Ms. DeStefano was 
an assistant coach for the Girls’ 
Varsity Lacrosse team. Last year, 
she moved to the head coach-
ing position.  She also coaches a 
club team outside of Choate.  Ms. 
DeStefano spoke about her favor-
ite part of coaching, said, “About 
ODFURVVH�� VSHFL¿FDOO\�� ,� ORYH� KRZ�

fast-paced the game is, and how, 
even though there are a lot of re-
strictions, it’s a pretty aggressive 
game, and it requires a lot of criti-
cal thinking in terms of making 
plays work and thinking about 
having control over your body 
and what you’re doing in order 
to be effective.  And I love when 
the team comes together and the 
camaraderie that develops as well 
and all the crazy little habits and 
year-to-year things that we do 
that make the team really spe-
cial.” She also stated, “It is just re-
ally fun to be outside every day in 
the afternoon and for two hours, 

not worrying about anything else 
but playing lacrosse.  Sometimes 
it’s hard because I want to jump 
in and I want to play, but it’s just 
really fun.”

Ms. DeStefano also cited the 
ability to coach as one of her fa-
vorite parts about working  at 
Choate.  She said, “For lacrosse, 
I really love teaching and coach-

ing at the varsity level.  I feel like 
I have a lot of expertise to bring 
to the position having played and 
coached for a long time.  It’s re-
ally fun to try to share some of the 
things I know with my players.  I 
think that being able to go past 
some of the more rudimentary 
stuff and get right into the more 
FRPSOLFDWHG� DQG� PRUH� GLI¿FXOW�
parts of the game is really appeal-
ing.”

Students are quick to sing 
the praises of their coach, with 
Julia MacKenzie ’19 commented, 
“She has a really strong presence 
RQ�DQG�RII�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�WKH�WHDP�

feeds off of her energy really well. 
Everyone on campus knows her 
as a vibrant and dynamic indi-
vidual and she brings that energy 
WR�WKH�¿HOG�HYHU\�GD\�´�0DF.HQ]LH�
also mentioned that Coach DeSte-
fano was a strong motivator who 
sought nothing less than the best 
out of all of her players.

While lacrosse has been a 
lifelong love of Ms. DeStefano, 
she is also very knowledgeable 
DERXW�¿HOG�KRFNH\��D�VSRUW�VKH�KDV�
been coaching at Choate for her 
four years at the school.  Regard-
ing her coaching, she said, “I like 
FRDFKLQJ� -9� IRU� ¿HOG� KRFNH\� EH-
cause I think it’s a very technical 
sport, and I enjoy doing that tech-
nical side of things.  It’s nice in the 
fall to have not as much pressure 
because the fall is just a very high 
pressure situation in general, get-
ting back into the swing of things 
at school.”  

While coaching has allowed 
her to stay connected to her fa-
vorite sports, Ms. DeStefano re-
alizes that coaching is certainly 
D� VLJQL¿FDQW� WLPH� FRPPLWPHQW���
She said that while she has nev-
er calculated the exact amount 
of time coaching takes up, it is 
undoubtedly a large part of her 
day, and has been a massive part 
of her life here at Choate. This 
doesn’t go unnoticed among her 
athletes, as her dedication moti-
vates them to work just as hard. 

Joseph Coyne may be reached 
at jcoyne19@choate.edu
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By Skylar Hansen-Raj ’20

Sta! Reporter

A cold and rainy day did 
nothing to stop the Boys’ Junior 
Varsity Lacrosse team in their 
¿UVW� VFULPPDJH��(YHQ�ZLWK� ORZ�
visibility and stormy weather, 
the team rallied together to 
FOLQFK� WKHLU�¿UVW�ZLQ�� WDNLQJ�RQ�
WKH�/LWFK¿HOG�+LOOV¶�+LJK�6FKRRO�
WHDP��7KH�¿QDO�VFRUH�ZDV�������

Head coach, Mr. Jesse 
Minneman, said, “I thought, on 
the whole, the effort was out-
standing. Our guys brought a 
ton of energy, which given the 
cold and wet weather was fan-
tastic to see.” He went on to add, 
“We made some great one-on-
one plays, and by the end some 
guys were linking up into some 
great defensive and offensive se-
quences.” 

Technically, this is not the 
-9� WHDP¶V� ¿UVW� RI¿FLDO� JDPH�� LW�
only counting as a scrimmage. 
Thomas Barone ’17, who acted as 
captain for this game, said, “We 
really came out of the gate ready 
WR� SOD\�� %\� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� ¿UVW�
¿YH� PLQXWHV�� ZH� ZHUH� XS� �����
We had a big lead by halftime, so 
we decided to slow it down and 
start trying new things.” 

The boys seemed to take the 
scrimmage very seriously and 
used it as a platform to try out 
new plays to see what works for 
the team’s playing style. One of 
the keys to the team’s success 
was their offensive line. Barone 
said, “We found out early that 
our plays initiated by our attack 
men were very successful. We 
have a great group of guys and 
we communicate well out there. 
Throughout the game, we had 
good ball movement, and we did 
a good job running the plays that 
Coach Minneman and Coach 
James Stanley had installed for 
us in practice.” 

Key players to look out for 
on the offense include: Patrick 
Mullowney ’18, Brooks Wimer 
¶���� $ULQ]H� 1]HDNR� ¶���� DQG�
Chance Gorman ’18. Of the line-
up, Mr. Minneman said, “[The 

players] did a really nice job of 
managing the pace of the game 
offensively.” The team’s defense 
looks very strong as well. Goalie 
Emerson Jacobson ’19 made 
several great saves throughout 
the game. Minneman said, “De-
fensively, Alex Amine ’19 and 
-DPHV�'XQQH� ¶��� DV� ORQJ� VWLFN�
PLG¿HOGHUV�GLG�D�UHDOO\�JUHDW�MRE�
in transition. Jack Schulz ’19 re-
ally helped settle things down 
defensively and his communica-
tion was really solid. I was pretty 
happy about that.”

There are still some areas of 
improvement for the next game. 
Mr. Stanley said, “We need to 
work on getting to our positions 
quickly and being a little calmer 
when things get frantic, as well 
as offensively having people 
moving as a unit.” 

Mr. Minneman added, “I 
think the biggest thing is being 
ready for the pace of the game 
and the pace of transition. You 
can’t quite build that into a prac-
tice, and so I think that was one 
of the biggest challenges.” 

Even with some of these 
setbacks, JV Boys’ Lacrosse is 
looking to have an incredible 
VHDVRQ�� *HRUJH� 7UDPPHOO� ¶���
said, “It was a good game. How-
HYHU�WKLV�LV�RQO\�RXU�¿UVW�JDPH�RI�
the season, and I know we are 
going to encounter a lot tougher 
competition as we go on.” Bar-
one ended, “We were all just 
super pumped to be out there 
on Shannahan Field playing 
lacrosse, and I think that ea-
gerness showed throughout 
the game.” 

7KH�WHDP¶V�¿UVW�RI¿FLDO�JDPH�
is Saturday April 8 at 3 p.m. 
against Kent School. 

While she’d love to be playing, Ms. DeStefano says she enjoys coaching just as much.
Photo by Marja Van Mierlo

I thought, on the 
whole, the e!ort was 
outstanding

Coach Jesse Minneman

Skylar Hansen-Raj may be 
reached at shansenraj20@

choate.edu

BASEBALL W INS SE ASON OPENER 
W ITH COMBINED NO!HIT TER

By Owen Collins ’19
Copy Editor

Last Wednesday on a cool, 
sunny spring afternoon, Boys’ 
Varsity Baseball got off to a 
strong start defeating Hamden 
Hall 4-1 in their home-opener. 
The Boars, led by captains Jake 
Mackenzie ’17 and Jack Hodgson 
’17, looked strong throughout the 
game and that strength showed 
in their result on Wednesday.

The home game was a roller-
coaster ride for Choate, as they 
ZHQW�GRZQ����� LQ�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�
fourth inning before scoring 
WKUHH� UXQV� LQ� WKH� ¿IWK� DQG� RQH�
run in the sixth inning. In re-
gards to shaking off some of the 
rust, MacKenzie stated, “We had 
a tough time getting runs, but we 
were able to score when it mat-
tered and our pitching allowed us 
to stay in the game.” 

The Choate bullpen is cer-
tainly shaping up to have a 
strong season, as displayed 
through their dominance on the 
mound. Hodgson, Choate’s ace 
and a Boston College commit, 
was exceptional for the Boars. 
He pitched four no-hit innings, 
WKURZLQJ����SLWFKHV�����RI�ZKLFK�
were strikes, and striking out ten 
batters in the process. Allowing 
only one unearned run, no hits, 
and walking two batters, Hodg-
son held Hamden Hall in check 
DV� &KRDWH� VWUXJJOHG� WR� ¿QG� LWV�
bats. When asked of his success, 
Hodgson modestly stated, “Im-
proving over this past winter was 
a collaborative process reliant on 
the feedback of both my coaches 
and teammates, so a lot of my 
start’s success on Wednesday 
is owed to them.” The pitching 
dominance continued through 
WKH� ¿IWK�� VL[WK�� DQG� VHYHQWK� LQ-

nings with Tyler Daly ’17 striking 
out seven batters, walking one, 
and allowing no hits as well, a 
combined no-hitter for Hodgson 
and Daly.

As for the Boars’ success at 
WKH� SODWH�� WKH\� GLG� HQG�XS�¿QG-
LQJ� WKHLU� UK\WKP� ZLWK� ¿YH� KLWV�
DQG� ¿YH� EDWWHUV� JHWWLQJ� RQ� EDVH�
WKURXJK� ZDONV�� .HYLQ� 1XVGHR�
’17 hit one for three and had one 
stolen base for the Boars. Fourth 
formers Grady Bohen ’19 and 
Will Eichorn ’19 also helped out, 
both hitting doubles while at bat.

7KH� WHDP� LV� JUHDWO\� EHQH¿W-
ting from the fact that not many 
RWKHU�1(36$&�VFKRROV�ZHQW�RQ�
preseason trips, while Choate 
was practicing in Georgia over 
spring break. MacKenzie com-
mented, “It was great going to 
Atlanta and getting to play be-
fore most teams are able to.” The 
players are by no means strang-

ers to each other now, as the 
preseason trip helped the team 
familiarize themselves with each 
other even more. Commenting 
on the camaraderie of the team, 
Jack Maley ’19 stated, “There 
weren’t many new players this 
year so everybody already knew 
HDFK�RWKHU��1RZ�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV�
are even stronger.”

The team is looking to have a 
very successful season, with pos-
itivity radiating from the players 
after their latest win. Hodgson 
commented, “I’m most looking 
forward to the upbeat, relaxed 
team dynamic that is going to 
be a lot of fun to be a part of.” 
If the Varsity Baseball season is 
anything like Wednesday, they 
should enjoy an exciting cam-
paign this spring.

Owen Collins may be reached 
at ocollins19@choate.edu

Girls’ Lacrosse Falls to Exeter, 9-7
By Dan Brockett ’19

Sta! Reporter

This past Saturday, Girls’ 
Varsity Lacrosse played Exeter 
LQ�WKHLU�¿UVW�JDPH�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��
Although the team fought hard, 
they came up just short against 
a strong Exeter team. Exeter has 
proved to be a formidable foe, 
as Girls’ Varsity lost to them last 
year too.

Choate took the lead early on 
with a goal, but Exeter came back 
quickly, scoring one and then 
adding two more goals to take a 
3-1 lead. Choate had opportuni-
ties, but they were not able to 
capitalize on the opportunities 
they were creating. The girls con-
tinued to play well and generate 
chances, eventually scoring again 
to bring the game within reach 
again. However, like before, Ex-
eter responded with two more 
goals, increasing their lead to 3. 

Choate fought hard, and they 
played well even in the face of 
harsh adversity. After the Exeter 
goals, both teams settled into the 
JDPH� DQG� WKH� ÀRZ� RI� SOD\� FRQ-

tinued to bounce back and forth. 
Choate would score, and Ex-
eter would respond, but Choate 
would come back with their own 
goal. Exeter would get a rush up 
WKH�¿HOG�HYHU\�RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH��EXW�
Choate dominated possession of 
the ball. At halftime Choate was 
down 7-5, but they still looked 
strong. Choate came out of the 
half fast, but it was Exeter who 
VFRUHG�WKH�¿UVW�JRDO�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�
half. The scoring slowed down, 
and despite a valiant effort, the 
Choate girls came up just short 
against a really solid Exeter team, 
ZLWK�WKH�JDPH�¿QLVKLQJ�����

After the game, attack Ju-
lia MacKenzie ’19 said, “We 
went into the game knowing we 
would have to work really hard. 
We didn’t win, but it was a really 
good loss for us. We feel good 
about how we played and look to 
play with that same level of inten-
sity moving forward this season.”

Those who watched the 
game could certainly attest to 
the dominance that GVL showed 
at times, and Dr. Curtis even 
commented on the great perfor-

mance from the Girls’ Lax team. 
/L]D� 'LIÀH\� ¶��� PHQWLRQHG�� ³,W�
was awesome to hear Dr. Curtis 
say that he had never seen a Cho-
ate team come out this strong on 
WKH� ¿UVW� JDPH�� ,W� ZDV� D� WRXJK�
loss, but we put it all out there.” 
Lizzy Mitchell ’19 also comment-
ed on the success that the team 
had as a unit, said, “We gave all 
we had out there and it was cool 
to see us come back together at 
the end as a team. I think that 
the loss showed us how amazing 
our season is going to be if we 
work as one team.”

Once the Choate offense 
¿QGV� LWV� UK\WKP� RQ� WKH� ¿HOG��
they’re going to be a very dif-
¿FXOW� WHDP� IRU� WKH� RSSRVLWLRQ�
to play against. They showed 
VWURQJ� ÀDVKHV� RI� DWWDFNLQJ� DQG�
counter-attacking brilliance as 
well as stout defense to keep 
the game within reach, and that 
intangible asset of team chem-
istry and unity will carry them 
throughout this season. 

Dan Brockett may be reached at 
dbrockett19@choate.edu

Sailing (2-0-0)
beats Xavier &  Hand

Everyone on campus 
knows and loves her as 
a vibrant and dynamic 
individual.

Julia MacKenzie ’19

Boys’ Lacrosse (2-1-0)
beats NMH, 16-5

Girls’ Water Polo (1-0-0)
beats Williston, 8-6

Ultimate (0-1-0)
falls to Hotchkiss, 7-11

So"ball (0-1-0)
falls to Miss Porter’s, 3-10

Girls’ Lacrosse (3-1-0)
beats Berkshire, 17-7
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