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IN V ESTIG ATI NG CHOATE’S SUPPORT GROUPS

Students held mixed opinions 
of Ms. Rosalind Wiseman’s and 
Mr. Charlie Kuhn’s work after the 
consultants visited the School for 
the second time this year on Feb-
ruary 1. Ms. Wiseman and Mr. 
Kuhn presented their new goals of 
improving the new student orien-
tation during that school meeting, 
and they stayed until February 3 to 
meet with various student groups.

During their second visit, Ms. 
Wiseman and Mr. Kuhn met with 
the Young Democrats; the Young 
Republicans; Responsibility, In-
tellect, Sisterhood, and Empow-
erment (RISE); Students Advo-
cating Gender Equality (SAGE); 
and the Committee on Respectful 
Relationships (CORR). 

Many members of the groups 
interviewed afterward believe 
that there have been no concrete 
changes on campus since these 
visits. CORR Co-founder Nicole 
Sellew ’17 said, “I don’t think they 
have made a lot of strides here. 
The survey from the fall did a 
good job gauging the attitude of 
the community, but the delay in 
analyzing the results has hindered 
conversation. There seems to be a 
lot of talking and not as much ac-
tion as I would like to see.”

The secretary of RISE, Abbi 
Drummond ’18, commented, “The 
discussion we had with Ms. Wise-
man and Mr. Kuhn was a contin-
uation of the discussion we had 
the last time when we met with 
them about the problems faced by 
women of color at Choate, socially, 
academically, and economically. 
These problems are things such as 
a feeling of more pressure to per-

form well academically and also 
less standing on the social ladder 
at Choate because of things such 
as being less able to be included in 
hookup culture. ” She elaborated, 
“Honestly they haven’t been very 
good at doing anything. For exam-
SOH�� WKH� &RXQVHOLQJ� 2I¿FH� KDVQ¶W�
been changed from the time they 
¿UVW�FDPH�ODVW�\HDU�WR�QRZ�VR�LW¶V�
kind of confusing as to what their 
point really is here.”

Sellew also questioned Ms. 
Wiseman’s and Mr. Kuhn’s plans. 
“I’m not sure what they want 
to achieve. ‘A culture of dignity’ 
seems fairly ambiguous to me, and 
I’m not sure what steps the com-
munity needs to take to get there. 
I want Choate to be a place where 
everyone feels safe and respected 
LQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�²�DQG�IHHOV�FRQ¿-
dent enough in themselves and in 
the community to speak up if they 
are not feeling safe and respected. 
I hope that’s something we can 
achieve, and I hope that Rosalind 
and Charlie can help with that. I’d 
like to see a realistic action plan, 
and not just vague statements or 
words,” she said.

/L]D�'LIÀH\�¶���GLVDJUHHG��³,W¶V�
good to get the repetition in those 
kinds of subjects, especially men-
tal health, since it’s so prevalent 
on campus. Even just reminding 
us what our resources are and ex-
plaining what people can do for 
you is good to hear. I think Ms. 
Wiseman has been clear about 
how she wants to improve rela-
tionships and hookup culture.”

In contrast, Caleb Hastings 
’18 said, “There is so much more 
diversity in social dynamics and 
circles than she can ever hope to 

At an academically compet-
itive institution like Choate, the 
pressure to excel often drives 
students to work hard and obtain 
the highest grades in all classes. 
However, while all course grades 
are recorded on transcripts us-
ing a traditional letter system, a 
vast array of grading systems are 
present within different classes. 
Courses such as Mr. Nick Mol-
nar’s AB Calculus, Mr. Molnar 
and Mr. Mike Peed’s Journalism 
DQG�1RQ¿FWLRQ� 6WRU\WHOOLQJ�� DQG�

Mr. Joe Scanio’s Ecology taught 
at the Kohler Environmental 
Center (KEC) diverge from the 
standard grading system.

Mr. Molnar does not only 
omit letter and numerical 
grades on papers, but also on 

quizzes and tests. In terms of his 
reasoning behind implement-
ing a non-traditional grading 
system, Mr. Molnar explained, 
“There’s a lot of research that 
suggest that students best re-
spond to feedback. Feedback 
can be given in three different 
types: with a grade only, a grade 
and comments, or comments 
only.”  He explained, “I think 
the focus becomes much less 
about doing work for a grade or 
trying to focus on what is going 
to be on a test or an assessment 
than actually understanding 
and learning things.”

Mr. Molnar noted, “It is 
not that we do not grade. A lot 
of students believe that I don’t 
grade, but I am always assess-
ing students and grading.” He 
said, “Every single problem I 
assign, I know exactly what it is 
assessing, and then I grade on a 
one-to-four scale. One basically 
means there is very little evi-
dence of your understanding, 
two is building understand-
ing, three means there are still 
some minor errors, and four is 
that they mastered it.” 

Posted in the common room 
of every dorm is a list of students 
involved in support groups like 
Assessment Team and Peer Ed-
ucators. Yet the purpose and 
duties of these groups are still 
unclear to some students. Many 
have limited knowledge about 
what these groups do and how 
to reach them. Josephine Mah 
’18 said, “All I know about the 
Assessment Team is that they’re 
there if you’re concerned about 
D� IULHQG�´� 7LSSD� &KDQ� ¶��� VDLG��
“I know what the Assessment 
7HDP�GRHV�� DQG� ,�¿QG� LW�XVHIXO�
– but I’m not so sure about the 
Peer Educators.”

Ms. Judie Bender, faculty 
adviser to the Assessment Team, 
recognizes that a main problem 
with these support groups is 
students’ hesitance to use them. 

“I don’t think students tend to 
turn to the Assessment Team 
often,” she said. “For some rea-
son, people don’t remember 
that that resource is available.” 
Sydney Jones ’17, a member of 
the Assessment Team, agreed 
that it feels “underutilized.” 
She thinks that the Assessment 
Team should work on “creating 
more of a connection with the 
students earlier in the year.” 
She explained, “We didn’t do a 
lot of school meetings in the be-
ginning of the year to let people 
know what Assessment Team 
was and how it should be used.”

The Peer Educators seem to 
have a similar problem with lack 
of student awareness. “In order 
to improve Peer Educators we 
should make our presence felt 
more at Choate, then to make 
it clear that we are not the same 
as the Assessment Team, and 
we are not a tutoring group,” 

said Peyton Gaughan ’18, who 
joined Peer Educators this ac-
ademic year. She continued, “I 
think most people don’t come 
to us simply because they are 
unaware that we are a resource. 
If they are aware, then some 
of the hesitance might come 
from them not believing that 
we can actually help    — a similar 
thought towards many of the re-
sources on campus.”

Both the Assessment Team 
and the Peer Educators are a 
group of Choate juniors and se-

niors who are meant to serve as 
a resource for their peers who 
may be seeking help. Peer edu-
cators are a source of advice and 
answers to questions about con-
IXVLQJ�� GLI¿FXOW�� RU� XQFRPIRUW-
able topics. If a student notices 
a health related problem in ei-
ther themselves or their friend, 
they can make a referral to the 
Assessment Team, a group of 
13 students who meet weekly 
to discuss the problems of stu-
dents who have been referred to 
them. If appropriate, they then 
get the student help from the 
Health Center. The Assessment 
team receives, on average, 20-
25 referrals per year.

“The Assessment Team is re-
sponsible for being the eyes and 
ears for the staff in the Health 
Center that help with mental 
health at Choate,” described 

Students and faculty crowed 
into Elman Auditorium last 
Wednesday to attend a sem-
inar by Yale Law School Pro-
fessor and Choate parent Mi-
chael J. Wishnie P ’16. The talk 
highlighted President Trump’s P 
’00 Executive Orders and their 
impact on immigration in the 
United States. Afterwards, at-
tendees asked questions about 
the topic. In addition to being 
a Yale professor, Mr. Michael 
J. Wishnie is the Deputy Dean 
of Experiential Education, the 
William O. Douglas Clinical 
Professor of Law, and Director 
of the Jerome N. Frank Legal 
Services Organization at Yale 
Law School. His focuses in-
clude immigration, labor and 
employment, habeas corpus, 
civil rights, government trans-
parency, and veterans’ law.

0U��:LVKQLH�¿UVW�DGGUHVVHG�
the recent Executive Orders 
of the Trump administration, 
VSHFL¿FDOO\� WKH� WKUHH� WKDW� UH-
late most to immigration con-
ÀLFWV�� 7KH� ¿UVW� LQFOXGHG� EXLOG-
ing a wall along the United 
States-Mexico border and in-

creasing the amount of border 
control agents. The second 
Order, Mr. Wishnie described, 
encompassed more of an inte-
rior enforcement. He elaborat-
ed upon the consequences the 
order pushed upon sanctuary 
cities that suspended federal 
funding as well as increased 
federal immigration enforce-
ment. The third Order, and 
perhaps the most relevant, 
was the order entitled, “Pro-
tecting the Nation from For-
eign Terrorist Entries,” signed 
into action on January 27. 

He also spoke of his involve-
ment with the executive orders 
and how he and his students 
have worked to stop injustice 
and discrimination against ref-
ugees. After being alerted of an 
Iraqi refugee trapped at the JFK 
airport, Mr. Wishnie rallied his 
VWXGHQWV�LQWR�¿OLQJ�D�ODZVXLW�LQ�
the refugees’ defense. However, 
they soon realized that hun-
dreds of others across the coun-
try were in the same situation. 
Soon enough, the students and 
0U��:LVKQLH�¿OHG�D�ODZVXLW�ZLWK�
D�UHTXHVW�IRU�FODVV�FHUWL¿FDWLRQ��
After the case was heard, the 
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BEYOND THE LETTER GRADES
Some teachers on campus have turned their backs on traditional grading systems

I think most people 
don’t come to us simply 
because they are 
unaware that we are a 
resource. 

Peyton Gaughan ’18
Peer Educator

Photo by Ariel Zhang/ The Choate News

Mr. Joe Scanio, Program Director at the Kohler Environmental Center (KEC), assists Ananya Karanam ’18 in the greenhouse. Alleviating worries, 
next year’s new daily schedule will have little impact on the Environmental Immersion Program. See KEC, Page 2

KEC Examines New Daily Schedule, Anticipates Minor Changes

It is not that we do not 
grade. A lot of students 
believe that I don’t 
grade, but I am always 
assessing and grading.

Mr. Nicholas Molnar
Journalism and Math Teacher
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account for, or anyone can hope 
to account for, without getting to 
know each and every student per-
sonally. There isn’t just a handful 
of issues that all or most Choate 
students encounter; everyone 
tackles different social problems.” 

Efforts to change the ori-
entation are the second major 
project Ms. Wiseman and Mr. 
Kuhn have spearheaded. In the 
fall, two mandatory school-wide 
surveys, created with the help of 
students and faculty, were used 
to further understand campus 
culture.  Mr. Kojo Clarke and 
Veronica Song ’17 presented 
the results of the survey at an 
all-school meeting, and adviso-
ry groups met the week after to 
discuss the results.

Antigone Ntagkounakis 
’17, President of SAGE, helped 
draft a proposal to further Cho-
ate sex education to include 
discussions of gender roles, 

sexuality, and consent. She 
supports Ms. Wiseman’s plan 
to reform Sophomore Semi-
nar: “We were all in agreement 
that Sophomore Seminar could 
be changed into a long-term, 
sex-positive learning opportu-
nity for students.”

English teacher Ms. Brooke 
Rea said, “I have limited expe-
rience with Ms. Wiseman’s and 
Mr. Kuhn’s presence at Choate 
but from what I can tell, it seems 
like their goal is to learn as much 
as they can about the culture and 
community of the School and 
assess where our needs are if we 
want to continue to improve. I’m 
not entirely sure what changes 
have come about as a direct re-
VXOW�RI�WKHLU�¿QGLQJV��EXW�,�WKLQN�
that when they work alongside 
faculty and students that really 
know the community, they may 
be able to come up with some 
good new initiatives.” 

With the temperature re-
cently dropping to the lowest it 
has been all season and winter 
term picking up pace for exam 
week, students and faculty are 
huddled in close proximity in-
doors, and their immune sys-
tems are also in decline, creat-
LQJ� LGHDO�FRQGLWLRQV� IRU� WKH�ÀX�
to strike Choate once again. Ev-
ery year, the Center for Disease 
Control predicts which strains 
will be prevalent in the Unit-
ed States and creates vaccines 
against these strains. Early in 
the season, the Health Center 
promoted this year’s vaccina-
tion, visiting individual dorms 
to inoculate students. Howev-
er, the vaccine created for this 
year was relatively inaccurate.

7KLV� \HDU¶V� ÀX� VLWXDWLRQ� FR-
incided with a lice outbreak 
on campus. Dr. Christopher 
Diamond, Director of Health 
Services, noted interesting dif-
ferences in the way the two ep-
idemics are regarded: “In the 
PLGGOH� RI� WKH� ÀX� VHDVRQ�� ZH�
had an outbreak of head lice. So 
maybe up to 5% of students had 
some head lice or signs of head 
lice. We probably have had more 
SHRSOH�ZKR¶YH�KDG�WKH�ÀX�RU�ÀX�
like illnesses since October and 
moving on. Here’s the differ-
ence: there is absolutely no ad-
verse medical problem that you 
can get from head lice. Nothing. 
People are afraid to sit in chairs 
because of lice, but at the same 
time, they’re going to class-
es with fever, with cough, they 
don’t want to come to the Health 
Center because they’re afraid if 
they have a fever, they’re going 
to be asked to stay here so they 
don’t get anybody else sick.”

There are many different 
symptoms that can help distin-
guish the flu. According to Dr. 
Diamond, “The flu is serious. 
It can knock you down for any-
where between three to seven 
days, or even longer. The main 
symptoms are non-specific, 
but one of them is described 
as ‘prostratism,’ or the inabil-
ity to get up. Some people even 
say their hair hurts, it hurts 
that bad. But it’s that feeling of 
body aches, fever, fevers over 
100º, and something else like a 
cough or sore throat, that clas-
sifies it as a flu-like illness.” 

$IWHU�D�VWXGHQW�LV�LGHQWL¿HG�
DV� KDYLQJ� D� ÀX�OLNH� LOOQHVV� RU�
WKH� ÀX�� WKH�+HDOWK� &HQWHU� IRO-
lows a protocol, keeping the 
student in the Health Center 
for 24 hours after the fever has 
ended. According to Dr. Dia-
mond, this is in the best inter-
ests of the students and for the 
community as a whole. 

He said, “Your whole upper 
respiratory system and lungs are 
exposed to other infections. We 
want it for your own protection. 
We want to be able to take care 
of you and nurse you and make 
sure you’re not getting really 
VLFN��7KH�PRUH�SHRSOH�JHW�WKH�ÀX��
the more people who could be 
UHDOO\�VLFN�IURP�WKH�ÀX�FDQ�JHW�LW��
like folks who are elderly, folks 
with diabetes, folks with asth-
ma, emphysema. We know in a 

normal year, 20,000 to 40,000 
$PHULFDQV� GLH� RI� WKH� ÀX�� :H�
don’t tend to think about that. If 
young people get it, it means it’s 
more out in the community.”

However, students may con-
strue this protocol differently. 
Many students are not   willing 
to risk missing school to check 
into the Health Center, even if 
they are experiencing symp-
WRPV�RI�WKH�ÀX��OLNH�D�IHYHU�

Carter Prince ’18, who has 
returned home for the weekend 
ZLWK�WKH�ÀX��VDLG��³,�DP�QRZ�ZD\�
behind on work. It’s stressful be-
ing behind work. As if Choate isn’t 
bad enough already for stress, be-
ing behind makes it even worse, 
especially because we are nearing 
the end of the term.”

Samantha Rusnak ’18, who 
DOVR� FRQWUDFWHG� WKH� ÀX�� HFKRHG�
this sentiment. “I’m scared to 

miss class because I don’t want 
to get behind in anything. Being 
in the Health Center didn’t feel 
great because I didn’t feel well. I 
feel like it’s not worth it to skip 
class until you feel really sick, 
because you’re going to have so 
much work to catch up on.”

There are preventative mea-
sures to take before an onset of 
WKH� ÀX�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� 'U�� 'LD-
mond, vaccination, with a rela-
WLYHO\� DFFXUDWH� SUHGLFWLRQ�� D� ÀX�
shot will be 70% effective. Oth-
er measures include practice of 
proper hygiene and avoiding un-
necessary physical contact. It is 
also important to seek help when 
V\PSWRPV�DUH�LGHQWL¿HG��ERWK�IRU�
the health of the individual and 
for the community at large. 

In the 2017-18 school year, 
students will have a new daily 
schedule that includes 70 minute 
class blocks, lunch blocks for all 
students, and the possibility of af-
ter school activities being pushed 
back. With these alterations, 
many of the special academic 
programs offered at Choate will 
be affected, particularly the En-
vironmental Immersion Program 
(EIP) at the Kohler Environmen-
tal Center (KEC). 

The current schedule in the 
EIP program allows students to 
travel back and forth from the 
main campus to take two main 
campus electives along with 
a sport or alternative activity. 
Most students take a math and 
a language course during E and 
F blocks, which stay constant 
throughout the week, thus mak-
ing it easier to have travel ar-
rangements to and from campus. 

Although it seems as though 
there will be many schedule con-
ÀLFWV�EHWZHHQ� WKH�.(&� VFKHGXOH�
and the new class schedule, the 
new class schedule will actually 

better correspond with the KEC 
students’ schedules. For example, 
Saleha Farooqui ’18, a current 
student at the KEC, said, “The 
schedule is very similar to the one 
they are establishing here next 
year, so I don’t think the experi-
ence will be all that different for 
most KEC students.” 

One reason for the new 
schedule is to decrease the home-
work load and to increase the  
hands-on learning in classes. 
Because the KEC focuses on re-
search and hands-on experienc-
es, the longer blocks of about an 
hour and thirty minutes already 
exist. Mr. Joseph Scanio, the di-
rector of the KEC, said, “Because 
we’re already focusing on the 
project work, collaborative work, 
and hands-on experiences, we 
have the longer blocks even in 
the humanities courses.” He add-
ed, “The current KEC schedule is 
like what the School is going to. 
We already have longer blocks. 
Classes meet twice or three times 
a week — we have a variety of 
lengths based on the needs of the 
class. In some senses, the Choate 
schedule is becoming more simi-
lar to the KEC schedule.” 

So how is this new schedule 
going to affect next year’s KEC 
schedule, if it even affects the 
schedule at all? Mr. Scanio con-
tinued, “This shift of schedule is 
in fact going to make our sched-
ules overlap even more than 
they have in the past. We’ll have 
to make sure that we can do the 
movement back and forth for the 
classes that students take here, 
but in terms of the philosophy 
of the classes, the new schedule 
is more similar to what it will be 
than what it has been in the past.” 

The KEC schedule will change 
because of the longer classes on 
the main campus and the trav-
el arrangements corresponding 
to the new schedule. However, 
students will still be able to take 
main campus electives. Farooqui 
remarked, “Class wise, I think 
KEC students will still be able 
to take the courses they want on 
campus.” Mr. Scanio agreed that 
the new schedule will not de-
crease the number of classes that 
students can take on main cam-
pus, such as math and language 
classes. 

According to Mr. Scanio, 
the entire faculty met to discuss 

this new schedule. During the 
process, he was asked how the 
KEC could be affected by the 
new schedule. He said, “I was 
involved in this decision process 
as a faculty member. I answered 
questions about the KEC during 
the discussion by explaining that 
it would be important to main-
WDLQ�WKH�ÀH[LELOLW\�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�
schedules so that students at 
the KEC could continue taking 
courses on the main campus.” 
Mr. Scanio believes that the most 
important process in coming up 
with the new schedule is combin-
ing the needs of all students, even 
EIP participants. 

Mr. Scanio concluded, “It has 
been a good experience at the 
KEC to break away from the tra-
ditional experience and demon-
strate the value of longer blocks 
DV�ZHOO�DV�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�ÀH[LELOL-
ty in our schedule.” Following the 
example set by the KEC students, 
the new schedule may be a way 
for Choate students to further 
delve into and concentrate on 
their studies.

Consultants
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Jones. She continued, “Assess-
ment team is made up of a lot 
of different kinds of students so 
that we can permeate all differ-
ent groups at Choate.”

The Peer Educators focus 
more on conversation and com-
munication with the communi-
ty. Explained Gaughan, “Peer 
educators meet once a week to 
GLVFXVV��SODQ��DQG�UHÀHFW�RQ�YDU-
ious ideas that we could talk to 
students about. Then, once we 
pick a topic, we separate into 
groups and plan dorm visits.” So 
far this year, the Peer Educators 
have gone around to dorms to 
talk with third formers and new 
IRXUWK� DQG� ¿IWK� IRUPHUV� DERXW�
adjusting to life at Choate. Ac-
cording to Mr. Zachary Kafog-
lis, a faculty adviser to the Peer 
Educators, they “launched a 
campaign to educate the stu-
dent body about recognizing 
and responding to signs of un-
healthy habits regarding use 
and abuse of drugs and alco-
hol.” The Peer Educators may 
also hold an open forum in the 
spring term about these top-
ics. “This is a new event for the 
Peer Educators that we are ex-
cited about,” said Mr. Kafoglis.

Besides the confusion sur-
rounding them, another prob-
lem with these student support 
groups is misconceptions with-
in the student body, which these 
groups have not completely 
eradicated. One is that many of 
these conversations are spurred 
by gossip and that turning to 
them for support is comparable 
to spreading a rumor. “I think 
it’s always going to be a concern 
for students that their problems 
will turn into gossip. However, 
I can assure everyone that it 
does remain completely anony-
mous,” said Gaughan. 

“Another misconception 
about referrals is that the facul-
ty members now know the prob-
lem of that individual. The aca-
demic faculty are not involved. 
Those at the health center are 
involved, typically Ms. Bender, 
who is our faculty adviser,” ex-
plained Jones. “It’s completely 
confidential, and no one but 
the Assessment Team and that 
faculty member know.”

However, Jones can under-
stand why people have these 
misconceptions. “It’s very inter-
esting because at Choate, when 
you say something, oftentimes 
you hear about it again. So you 
feel this paranoia that you can’t 

tell anyone, or else everyone’s 
going to know the next day. And, 
in a lot of cases, that’s true. How-
ever, in cases with the Assess-
ment Team, I personally have 
not been a part of a referral that 
people now know about.”

Some students also may be 
reluctant to consult with the As-
sessment Team because they are 
unsure of the result. “Another 
misconception is that referrals 
result in disciplinary action,” 
said Jones. Ms. Bender ex-
plained this further: “There’s no 
discipline involved in making re-
ferrals to the Assessment Team.” 
She pointed out, “In the case of 
a referral about a rule violation, 
it’s better to have a conversa-
tion with the Assessment Team 
than another faculty member, 
which may lead to a disciplinary 
response. For the Assessment 
Team, there is absolutely no dis-
ciplinary response. None.”

Ms. Bender also suggests 
that Choate’s student support 
groups may not be using all their 
resources to the fullest — more 
VSHFL¿FDOO\��HDFK�RWKHU��³+RZ�GR�
a vast number of student support 
groups begin to work together 
and provide a more communi-
ty-concerted effort to provide 
support on campus?” she in-
quired. Mr. Kafoglis brought up 
one example of this: “The Peer 
Educators can direct students 
to the Assessment Team.” How-
ever, Ms. Bender pushes that 
“there’s a commonality that we 
could be sharing in a better way, 
and we could be working in con-
cert with other groups that would 
encourage students to come for-
ward with their concerns.”

Overall, the sole concern 
about student support groups 
is that they are being cast aside 
due to unclear communication 
of their purpose and procedures. 
“There’s a lot of mythology sur-
rounding support groups where 
we provide assistance and men-
tal health services to kids. May-
be there are some suspicions or 
complications in trust that are 
going on,” said Ms. Bender. “So 
we need to address all these is-
sues simultaneously.”

Jones agrees that students’ 
reluctance to use these resourc-
es is a major problem. “It’s just 
quite unfortunate that this is 
a view that people have of the 
Assessment Team, because I 
think it is a tool that is heavily 
underutilized at Choate. There 
are a lot of people who do get the 
necessary help they need.”

Grace Zhang may be reached 
at gzhang20@choate.edu

Ariel Kim may be reached 
at akim20@choate.edu

Support Groups
Continued from Page 1

Photo courtesy of Cultures of Dignity

By Ariel Kim ’20
Reporter

Students at the KEC listen to Mr. Joe Scanio, the KEC Program Director, lecture during an Ecology class.

The flu is serious. 
It can knock you 
down for anywhere 
between three to 
seven days, or even 
longer.  
         Dr. Christopher Diamond
           Director of Health Services

Illustration by Elle Rinaldi

Photo courtesy of Choate Rosemary Hall



With its delightfully cheesy 
mozzarella sticks to its velvety 
smooth ice cream, the Tuck 
Shop has been a favorite of stu-
dents and faculty alike. Howev-
er, it will relocate with the open-

ing of the new St. John Student 
Center, potentially placing the 
shop in competition with the 
nearby dining hall.

Director of SAGE Food Ser-
vices Mr. Paul Kikosicki does 
not believe there will be any 
competition. “I think the menus 
are created to be different and 

it’s really all about the students’ 
choice. I don’t see them to be 
competing with each other, as it 
is all SAGE dining service,” he 
said. He also pointed out that 
SAGE would be managing both 
two food services.

Currently, SAGE is still de-
termining the details of all the 
changes to the Tuck Shop. “We 
haven’t drawn up all the plans 
and it is still in the works,” Mr. 
Kikosicki said. However, he 
shared that the shop was con-
sidering extending its hours, 
expanding its menu options to 
include more sandwiches, sal-
ads, and desserts, and cycling 
through weekly specials menus.  

Students had mixed opin-
ions about the new location 
of the Tuck Shop. “It is useful 
that there are two food out-
lets, because the Tuck Shop is 
open for more hours than the 

dining hall, and students who 
need food when the dining hall 
is closed can go there instead. 
Some people like Tuck Shop 
food better than the dining hall, 
and now you don’t have to walk 
all the way down to the old SAC 
to get food,” Aisha Pasha ’20 
pointed out. 

“It seems odd that a food 
establishment with prices will 
be built right next to a free food 
establishment. I understand 
that the Tuck Shop will be help-
ful in certain circumstances, 
but I still don’t think it will be 
worth the price,” Roshni Sur-
pur ’20 commented.

Andrew Howey ’20 said, 
“The Tuck Shop food is bet-
ter, so it really doesn’t matter 
where it is. Case closed.” 

T"# C"%&!# N#() || P&5# 3F,-*&., F#/,+&,. 01, 0234

Regarding his AB Calculus 
class, he said, “I am of a strong 
opinion that students should be 
given an opportunity to show that 
they can master a concept by the 
end of the term when I have to give 
WKHP�D�¿QDO�JUDGH��,W�VHHPV�WR�EH�
a good incentive for them to con-
tinue to work on something they 
did not understand earlier in the 
term, particularly in a course 
ZKHUH�ZH�GRQ¶W�KDYH�PDQ\�¿QDO�
exams. I assign students hard 
problems, but I believe that stu-
dents can understand these hard 
problems if they work at them. 
I am not going to give them the 
answer just because they didn’t 
get it correct, but they have to 
ZRUN�WR�¿QG�WKH�DQVZHU�DQG�WKH\�
have to prove it to themselves 
that they can understand and do 
all of these problems.”

Ryan Kish ’17, who had Mr. 
Molnar for AB Calculus and cur-
rently has him and Mr. Peed for 
Journalism, explained, “Mr. Mol-
nar never gave tests — we had one 
test the whole year, and it was an 
AP practice exam. Instead, we 
typically had take home problem 
sets that we did revisions on — he 
was really grading on your effort 
and curiosity.” 

Mr. Molnar said of these 
problem sets, “Students can al-
ways submit their revision until 
they master it. Basically, I accept 
revision until the term is out.”

Mr. Scanio’s Ecology class 
also deviates from the normal 
testing conditions at Choate. He 
said, “I design tests to cover the 
most amount of material and still 
challenge the students — it’s im-
possible for students to get one 
hundred percent, because stu-
dents are all being challenged.” 

For these types of tests, students 
would have to look up the data, 
analyze it, and interpret their re-
sults in a limited amount of time.  
He notes, “I think these are the 
skills that will be needed for peo-
ple in the real world.”

Students from classes with 
non-traditional grading systems 
have shared varying opinions. 
Kish said, “Any student who puts 
in the work is going to get a lot out 
of the class. Mr. Molnar’s whole 
teaching system, which includes 
his grading system, really helped 
me think deeply about the ma-
terial and less so about grades.” 
He continued, “The environment 
is much less about getting some-
thing right, but thinking about 
why it is right, which is so much 
more interesting.”

Arin Kaye ’17 said, “I think 
that it’s productive in that we get 
comments and feedback.” She 
added, “The challenge that we 
come to with a course like Jour-
nalism is that grading can be very 
subjective. If there had been a let-
ter grade, and I had written some-
thing about my personal life, then 
I might disagree with the grade I 
received. I think that this non-tra-
GLWLRQDO� JUDGLQJ� V\VWHP� ¿WV� ZHOO�
with the structure of the Journal-
ism course.” Kaye noted that she 
believes in “learning for the sake 
of learning,” and believes that 
this mindset, compared with that 
of a more grade-centered mind-
set, contributes to her view of the 

non-traditional grading system.
Some students, however, 

expressed dismay at the differ-
ent grading system. Contrasting 
with Kish and Kaye, Joyce Tan 
’17 described elevated levels of 
stress regarding grades in her 
journalism class: “We never get 
tested, and this makes me wor-
ry more about grades because I 
have no idea where I am.” Be-
fore midterms and the end of 
the term, Mr. Molnar and Mr. 
3HHG�DVNV�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�
their performance to help deter-
PLQH�WKHLU�¿QDO�JUDGH��+RZHYHU��
Tan noted, “I went to extra help 
every week, hoping to get a bet-
ter a grade. But at the end, they 
gave me the same grade, despite 
my efforts and the work I put 
in. I don’t think they take our 
UHÀHFWLRQ� LQWR� DFFRXQW� EHFDXVH�
they give you grades based off of 
where they think you stand.” 

Kish said, “I do wish that there 
was some way of knowing how 
well I was doing in the class out-
side of midterm and term grades.” 
Danielle Young ’17 commented, “I 
don’t know how supportive this 
system is for students who come 
from variety of backgrounds, as 
many students may not be used to 
not receiving a letter grade.” 

On the note of how these 
non-traditional grading sys-
tems are indicative of a great-
er long-term trend, Mr. Scanio 
said, “I think Choate in gener-
al is moving towards a lot of 
things that are more project 
based — more collaboration, 
more critical thinking, and 
skills-driven education. I think 
in general, that is a good thing.” 

Students taking Journalism have mixed reactions to the teachers’ non-traditional grading systems.
Photo courtesy of Danielle Young

Non-Traditional Grading Systems 
Receive Mixed Student Reactions

Continued from Page 1

Pinn Chirathivat 
may be reached at 

pchirathivat19@choate.edu

Student participation in the 
Senior Gift Drive was markedly 
low this year, with only 73% of 
the senior class donating a to-
WDO�RI��������WR�WKH�6WXGHQWV�IRU�
Students Scholarship Fund. The 
fund-raiser ended last Friday. 
This Students for Students Schol-
arship fund, which was founded 
LQ� ������ FRYHUV� WKH� WXLWLRQ� RI� DW�
least one Choate student. Over 
WKH� SDVW� ¿YH� \HDUV�� WKH� VHQLRU�
class gift has successfully donat-
ed over $12,000. 

Regarding the low student 
turnout, Morgan Harney ’17 said, 
“I think a lot of the seniors didn’t 
really understand that the mon-
ey received from the Senior Gift 
Drive goes to a scholarship fund. 
It is a really good idea, but if it 
was promoted sooner and was 
done over a longer period of time, 
I think that the drive would’ve 
done a lot better.” 

Students of the senior class 
who have exhibited strong 
leadership were chosen to help 
as part of the Senior Gift Com-
mittee members. They worked 
alongside Assistant Director 
of Annual Fund Ms. Carolyn 

Garibaldi and Coordinator of 
Volunteer Programs Ms. Priti 
Kapoor. The student committee 
is responsible for speaking at 
form meeting, running the Se-
nior Drive booth in the dining 
hall, and participating in the 
“I Love Choate” video that the 
School sends to alumni. 

Committee member Chris 
Birch ’17 said, “The student 
committee is present largely to 
encourage our peers to donate 
and to put a face on the fund 
raiser that other seniors see and 
recognize in order to encourage 
them to give.”

Committee members worked 
hard to promote the fund-rais-
er. One member, Amir Idris 
’17, commented, “Overall, I was 
enthused with the energy that 
many brought to the campaign. 
Many were happy to give what 
they could, and many were very 

generous with what they gave. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t get the 
turnout that we hoped for, possi-
bly due to scheduling issues, but 
despite that I think it was a won-
derful experience.” 

Despite this year’s low turn-
out, Ms. Garibaldi takes great 
pride in working with the se-
nior class. She said, “It is im-
portant that we encourage our 
sixth formers to participate in 
the Senior Drive so that when 
they become alumni themselves, 
they will want to come back and 
donate to theirs high school.” 
She added, “The senior class gift 
program has contributed more 
than $12,000 to the Student for 
Students Scholarship Fund. The 
students should be really proud 
of that. They are making a dif-
ference for another student here 
at school with them. It could be 
your best friend, your teammate, 
or your roommate.” 

Ms. Garibaldi then con-
cluded, “You may only attend 
Choate for four years, but your 
connection to the school is for 
a lifetime.”

SENIOR GIF T DRIV E CONTRIBU TES 
TO SCHOL ARSHIP FU ND

By Samantha Stevenson ’19
Reporter

judge signed a nationwide order 
saying that refugees trapped at 
airports because of the execu-
tive order cannot be sent back 
to their respective countries. 

“Law alone is far from 
enough,” explained Mr. Wish-
nie. “It is only because of the 
mobilization of thousands 
of people that went to air-
ports that really initiated the 
change.” The Executive Order 
has since been acted upon by 
¿YH�RU�VL[�RWKHU�FDVHV��PRVW�RI�
which disqualify the majori-
ty of the Executive Order and 
rule the ban unconstitutional. 
While the executive orders un-
der the Trump administration 
have been high in numbers, 
the “Muslim ban” initiative has 
proved to be the most contro-
versial and has had the most 
VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIHFW��

In a response to a question 
about the title, “Muslim Ban,” 
Mr. Wishnie explained that he 
believed that the order is an ef-
fort to target Muslims, despite 
the government’s denial. “If ac-
tion is directed at a particular 
group, it is still illegal, even in 
immigration,” he added. 

Mr. Wishnie also respond-
ed to questions about the ex-
ecutive order’s impact on the 
United States’ judicial branch. 
He elaborated upon how Pres-
ident Trump has undermined 
the respect of the judges, as well 
as the power of Supreme Court 
Justice Kennedy. Mr. Wishnie 

explained the need for people 
to speak up against the Orders 
to prevent a Supreme Court rul-
ing in favor of President Trump. 
“Courts are not insensitive to 
the popular opinions of the na-
tion, and they tend to follow the 
way of the people,” stated Mr. 
Wishnie. In addition to the ju-
dicial branch, Mr. Wishnie also 
highlighted the role of Con-
gress in the Executive Orders 
and varying opinions within 
the Republican party. Without 
approval from Congress, Presi-
dent Trump cannot add criteria 
for sanctuary cities; neverthe-
less, more and more Connecti-
cut cities are pushing to sep-
arate their local police from 
federal immigration groups. 

In an effort to help students 
with educational visas who are 
from countries mentioned in 
the Executive Order better un-
derstand the issue, Mr. Wish-
nie said, “Future executive or-

ders may try to deport people 
whose visas are revoked or ex-
pire.  It will affect hundreds of 
thousands of people.” Despite 
the impact that groups are mak-
ing in response to the executive 
orders, Mr. Wishnie emphasized 
that he did not recommend trav-
el for students with visas from 
these countries.

However, Mr. Wishnie did 
encourage the involvement 
of students. In his speech, he 
pushed for the unification and 
connection with each other 
under a common goal. Mr. 
Wishnie explained that he did 
not underestimate the power 
of young students, and he be-
lieved in the efforts of people 
nationwide. Said Mr. Wishnie, 
“When we all stand up and 
contribute what we can, resis-
tance can be effective.”

Kate Spencer may be reached 
at kspencer20@choate.edu

WISH N IE SPE AKS ON EX ECU TI V E OR DERS
Continued from Page 1

Any student who 
puts in the work is 
going to get a lot out 
of the class.

Ryan Kish ’17

�

�

�
����������
����		�����
��	��
�����	��	��

���������������
����	�	������
�	��

�

Prof. Wishnie believes that people need to speak out against injustice.

Photo courtesy of CT Latino News

TUCK SHOP MAK ES PL ANS FOR NEW SAC

Samantha Stevenson 
may be reached at 

sstevenson19@choate.edu

By Anjali Mangla ’20
Reporter

Anjali Mangla may be reached 
at amangla20@choate.edu

The Tuck Shop may face newfound competition from Hill House.

You may only attend 
Choate for four years, 
but your connection 
to the School is for a 
lifetime.
                 Ms. Carolyn Garibaldi 
Assistant Director of Annual Fund

Photo by Elle Rinaldi/ The Choate News



F!"#$%, F&'!($!% )*, )+,-P$.& 4 || T/& C/0$1& N&23

My little brother’s name 
is Daniel. He is 14 
months younger than 

I am, plays the saxophone, and 
has recently begun nurturing a 
fancy for theater (his debut role: 
Parent #2 in School of Rock). 
Next year, he will be a senior at 
Cheshire Academy.

A few weeks ago, we ate 
brunch at a corner café in New 
Haven. He ordered a croque 
monsieur that came drenched 
in béchamel sauce. We shared 
a bowl of black bean soup, sub-
stituting bread for spoons. He 
had just met with his college 
counselor that week. He asked 
me for advice on how to write 
his college essay.

“Be vulnerable,” I said. 
“Admission officers love that.”

This, of course, was com-
plete improvisation on my 
part. I had no idea what admis-
VLRQ� RI¿FHUV� UHDOO\� ORRNHG� IRU�� ,�
had never even met one before. 

“You can’t be genuine with-
RXW� EHLQJ� YXOQHUDEOH� ¿UVW�� $QG�
you’ll never convince anyone of 
anything without being genuine.”

I was being serious. Daniel 
seemed to understand, nod-
ding with approval. He paused 
for a moment, licked his lips, 
and then bit off another 
chunk of saturated 
sourdough. 

“Sure, I’ll try  
that.”

***

I’ve seen what being vul-
nerable can do firsthand. 

Being a classical singer 
in high school has taught me 
a thing or two about what it 
takes to be convincing. One of 
the hardest things I’ve had to 
do was try and come up with a 
reason for my friends to go to 
a choir concert on a Saturday 
night, especially when their 
love of a Bach motet paled in 
comparison to mine. There 
were many superficial reasons 
that I could have offered. May-
be there wasn’t anything bet-
ter to do on campus that night. 
Maybe they wanted to come 
and check out that handsome 
drummer Ms. Kegel had hired 
for the performance. 

In the end, I offered a rea-
son that made my ears tingle 
when I said it: “Because — it’ll 

be beauti-

ful. You should come and hear 
us sing.” 

It was kind of awkward, but 
making myself vulnerable had 
worked. Those friends ended 
up going to the concert. They 
even told me that, to their 
pleasant surprise, they had en-
joyed it. We weren’t profession-
als, but that doesn’t mean we 
weren’t impressive. 

Since then, I’ve always 
been convinced that honesty 
really is the best policy. More 
people should experience art 
music — music that is not cre-
ated primarily for commercial 
purposes, including what is 
known as “classical music,” 
African American spirituals, 
and indigenous folk songs — 
because it is something that 
I find profoundly beautiful 
and meaningful. When I think 
someone should go to a choir 
concert, or an opera, or a vocal 
recital, I always tell them: “You 
should go. It’ll be beautiful.”

Still, there are those who 
remain skeptical. That’s okay, 
too. The hardest part about 
letting people your age know 
how much you care about 
something that they might find 
foreign, irrelevant, or boring is 
that you risk having your fee-
ings hurt when they reject it; 
that’s the definition of vulner-
ability. I’ve had people scoff 
at my obsession with choir. 

Some of my classmates roll 
their eyes when I sudden-

ly nerd out about Peter 
Pears or Janet Baker 

or Marian Anderson. 
Sometimes people 

think I fake a love 
of opera to be 
pretentious. 

Thankfully, 
these peo-
ple are not 

the majority. The reality is that 
being vulnerable doesn’t work 
out all the time — people will 
misunderstand you and label 
you and discourage you — but 
I believe that taking a risk and 
being genuine will always be 
worth it in the end. I have faith, 
which comes from experience, 
that true passion has the power 
to inspire and change the heart 
of an attentive listener. 

I take this leap of faith ev-
ery time I step on stage. There 
is no more exposed state than 
that of a singer during a per-
formance. Yet performing has 
been and will always will be 
one of my most fulfilling acts. 
My most transformative mo-
ment in high school was sing-
ing Benjamin Britten’s The Old 
Lute at a school meeting last 
spring. Recently, at another 
school meeting, I sang a por-
tion of Henry Purcell’s Dido 
and Aeneas. Only after the audi-
ence had offered its applause did I 
realize, adrenaline pumping, that 
my hands were still trembling.

Occasionally it’s tempting 
for me to just give up trying 
to convince others of the value 
of art music. When audience 
members are few, or when it 
feels like art music is becom-
ing less and less relevant in an 
increasingly modern and com-
plex world, I remind myself 
that ultimately, I do it all for 
the sake of the art form. At the 
same time, I believe that art 
music is something precious 
and rare that must be preserved 
and shared; that is why I will 
continue to sing for others. 

After all, you can’t be genu-
ine without being vulnerable 
first. And you’ll never convince 
anyone of anything without be-
ing genuine.

 

By Katharine Li ’17
Opinions Editor

Katharine Li is a sixth former 
from Plainsboro, NJ. She may be 

reached at kli17@choate.edu

CORRECTIONS

NEWS 
An article about Choate’s winter plays misstated the actor who played Prince 
Tartaglia in The Love of Three Oranges. He was Chris Overmeer ’17. 
An article about music lessons and the new schedule misstated the instrument 
of Anne Eyckeler ’18. She plays the viola, not the cello. 
A photo caption accompanying an article about Student Council elections 
misspelled Julian Yau’s ’18 name. The same article misspelled the name of 
Katherine Burgstahler ’18.
SPORTS 
A byline accompanying an article on Caitlin Farrell ’15 credited the wrong 
reporter. The article was written by Cecilia Curran ’20.

The Choate News regrets these errors.

College, Opera, and Vulnerability

I believe that 
taking a risk 

and being 
genuine will 

always be worth 
it in the end.
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Out with the people...

In with the sheeple...

As this paper is released across campus today, the power 
of the 110th masthead goes with it; now, looking back at the 
past year filled with failure, triumph, sleep deprivation, and 
coffee, we’ve become nostalgic and bittersweet. 

In the span of twelve months, we launched a new website, 
expanded advertising, created workshops for new writers, im-
SURYHG�SULQWLQJ��DQG�EROVWHUHG�¿QDQFHV��:H�DOVR�PDGH�VPDOO-
er changes to the newspaper — such as increasing page size 
— that we hope you’ve noticed, whether consciously or not.  

Despite the amount that we have accomplished, it would be 
disingenuous to imply that we couldn’t have done more, or that 
our tenure as editors has been completely rosy. We’ve spent 
too many hours debating with each other and too few sleeping. 
We’ve had our moments of celebration, but we’ve made many 
mistakes along the way. Each week, the correction box serves 
as a challenge for us to strive towards perfection, while know-
ing we’ll always fall short of it. Though we are a high school 
publication, we push ourselves not to settle for mediocrity, but 
rather to strive to bring each issue to new heights. 

Of course, we couldn’t have done this without help. Our 
two advisers, Mr. Mike Peed and Ms. Cathryn Stout, play 
instrumental roles in the day-to-day functions of the paper, 
along with the many interviewees (especially those like Mr. 
James Stanley) who lend us their time and wisdom. And, of 
course, the heart of the publication lies in our peers — both 
those who contribute and those who read. Without you, we 
wouldn’t have a newspaper.

From the perils of junior spring to the anxiety of senior fall to 
the languidness of senior winter, we have always found solace in 
The Choate News. Thank you to the editors who came before us 
and who will come after us, to the students who read our words, 
and to the administration who trusts this publication — for col-
lectively giving this group of a dozen newspaper nerds a voice.

Our first editorial, published last spring, was titled 
“Walking a Line.” In a sense, we have done just that: we’ve 
enjoyed our time and celebrated our successes while exam-
ining ways to improve; we’ve pushed the envelope while re-
specting some boundaries; and we’ve maintained tradition 
while welcoming productive change. 

The Choate News should continue to evolve and improve 
with time; it is our sincere hope that the publication we leave 
today is not the same as the one we come back to in one, 
five, ten, or fifty years. We have witnessed the newspaper’s 
profound and humbling power firsthand, and we can only 
imagine what the next 110 years will entail.

A BIT TERSW EET GOODBY E,
A BRIGHT FU TURE

On the campuses of both 
boarding schools and 
universities every-

where, administrators have 
been challenged with the task 
of responding to the Trump 
administration’s swift and 
frightening promises, deliv-
ered by executive orders or by 
tweets. With haste, Wesleyan 
University pronounced itself 
a “sanctuary campus,” aim-
ing to protect undocumented 
students from the threat of 
deportation. Wesleyan’s policy 
prohibits staff from assisting 
federal authorities in any de-
portation raids and, in theory, 
prohibits campus resources 
like Public Safety from as-
sisting federal deportation 
attempts in any capacity. The 
entire California State Univer-
sity system echoed Wesleyan’s 
sentiments, vowing to “not en-
ter into agreements with state 
or local law enforcement agen-
cies, Homeland Security or any 
other federal department for 
the enforcement of federal im-
migration law” unless forced. 

Even some of our peer 
schools have addressed the 
pressure on institutions to 
protect students from the on-
slaught of the Trump adminis-
tration’s reprehensible engage-
ments that are both threatening 
to students and incongruous 
with many schools’ core values. 
On February 1, John Palfrey, 
headmaster of Phillips Andover 
Academy, acknowledged the 
“merit of schools committing 
to be ‘sanctuaries’ for students” 
and committed to ensuring that 

Andover students “know that 
they will have every protection 
[the school] can manage.” On 
the same day,  our headmaster 
announced the formation of 
the Current Events Resource 
Group, whose mission to “[co-
ordinate] resources, both on 
and off campus, to support 
members of the community” is 
roughly analogous to Palfrey’s 
commitment. The Resource 
Group moved quickly to orga-
nize a visit from Michael Wish-
nie P ’16, a Clinical Professor 
of Law at Yale Law School. Mr. 
Wishnie was responsible for 
WKH�¿UVW�VXFFHVVIXO�FKDOOHQJH�WR�
Trump’s executive order block-
ing the entry of refugees into the 
United States. He was invited to 
answer students’ questions and 
advise those feeling unsafe. 

Besides organizing this 
event, however, the Resource 
Group hasn’t fully demonstrat-
ed by which concrete means it 
intends to fulfill the four tenets 
of its mission. The group must 
clarify any remaining ambi-
guities in order to maximize 
its utility. It must also swiftly 
assume a strong stance in re-
sponse to the changes taking 
place nationally.

The Resource Group will 
QHHG� WR� ¿UVW� H[SDQG� XSRQ� LWV�
purpose from just what was 
introdued by Dr. Curtis on the 
day of the group’s announce-
ment. What exact “resources” 
will the Resource Group mo-
bilize to support students? At 
Mr. Wishnie’s lecture, one of 
WKH�JURXS¶V�PHPEHUV�FRQ¿UPHG�
the existence of an immigration 
lawyer with whom administra-
tors and students could con-
fer. The group ought to inform 

the whole school on these and 
other resources — not only to 
ensure their appropriate use, 
but also to show the School’s 
willingness to prioritize its vul-
nerable students’ wellbeing. By 
concretely demonstrating the 
School’s commitment to “le-
verage our existing resources 
and maximize opportunities to 
help community members,” the 
group will garner more legiti-
macy from the Choate commu-
nity and aid its cause.

The Resource Group should 
also develop a stronger voice 
and position immediately in 
response to the most press-
ing issues emerging from the 
White House. In addition to 
inviting professors and speak-
ers to unpack and comment 
on policies like the Muslim 
Ban, the Resource Group itself 
should take greater initiative to 
offer students accurate infor-
mation on pertinent national 
proceedings. During times in 
which the President seems 
unable to speak for a minute 
without misinforming citizens, 
the school ought to empower 
us with the facts. The dizzying 
speed of America’s change and 
the uncertainty of the nation’s 
future has already made many 
students feel disenfranchised; 

therefore, as part of its mission 
to support our community, the 
Resource Group should offi-
cially inform students about 
the evidence (or lack thereof) 
behind Trump’s claims that 
a terror attack took place in 
Sweden or that his campaign 
had no contact with Russian 
officials, either by school-wide 
email or by announcements at 
school meetings or community 
lunches. Making information 
like this available to the com-
munity acts as the first step 
in dismantling the paralyzing 
confusion and fear with which 
so many of us have become 
accustomed — and it is an act 
that would certainly “support 
members of the community.”  

The Current Events Re-
source Group represents a 
commendable effort on the ad-
ministration’s part to preserve 
our learning environment from 
ostensible instability at the 
national level. In the first few 
weeks after its announcement, 
the group has shown the cam-
pus its commitment toward be-
ing proactive and pragmatic. I 
hope that the Resource Group 
will go many steps further and 
explain more concretely its 
action plan while also taking 
more initiative to be a source of 
credible information regarding 
current events. By engaging 
the community in this way, the 
Resource Group can assume its 
significant and relevant role 
as a lighthouse in navigating 
these dark times.

By Anselm Kizza-Besigye ’17
Opinions Sta! Writer

Anselm Kizza-Besigye is 
a sixth former from Oxford, 

England. He may be reached at 
akizzabesigye17@choate.edu

The group 
must clarify 

any remaining 
ambiguities 
to maximize 

its utility.

CERG: A G00# F"!31 S1&4
Commending and critiquing the newly-formed Current Events Resource Group

Illustration by Katharine Li 
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President Trump P’00 and 
other modern American 
leaders often trumpet the 

importance of creating allies in 
Southeast Asia. This complex 
region simultaneously includes 
the fastest growing economies 
in the world, remnants of so-
cialist and genocidal regimes, 
and both highly and under-
developed nations. More im-
portant to interests of national 
security, the region provides 
something of a buffer against 
the seemingly ever-growing 
power of the People’s Repub-
lic of China. While the United 
States should attempt to forge 
better relations with China as 
a long-term solution to fears 
of the country replacing us as 
the dominant world power, for 
now, we should look to an old 
foe as a new ally: Vietnam.

The history of American and 
Vietnamese relations is by no 
means ancient, but it is richly 
complicated. When examined, 
it is clear that the United States 
and Vietnam can and should 
become close allies. Shortly af-
ter World War II and liberation 
from Japanese occupation, Viet-
nam became embroiled in a war 
for independence from French 
colonial rule. Ho Chi Minh, one 
of the founders of the Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam and sub-
sequent Premier of Vietnam, 
actually asked for President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s support 
against French colonialism dur-
ing World War II. Roosevelt, an 
ardent anti-colonialist, pledged 
his support for Vietnamese inde-
pendence — but this promise was 
forgotten when Harry S. Truman 
WRRN� RI¿FH� DIWHU� KLV� GHDWK�� 3UH-
mier Ho’s admiration for Ameri-
ca was so great, in fact, that much 
of the Vietnamese constitution 
was based directly on the Ameri-
can constitution. Historically, 
the United States has missed out 
on the chance to make Vietnam 
its strong ally, but that should no 
longer be the case.

One of the primary factors 
that has long kept America 
from entertaining an alliance 
with Vietnam is the ruling 
political party: The Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam. While 
communist regimes across the 
world have a history of vio-
lence, economic stagnation, 
and failure, this generalization 
does not apply to Vietnam and 
should not prevent us from 
working with them. Vietnam 
is one of the world’s fastest 
growing and most dynamic 
economies — last quarter, its 
G.D.P. grew by 6.68%. Clearly, 
Vietnam would be a strong ally 
from an economic perspective 
alone. Additionally, Vietnam 
is essentially communist in 
name only. Since the Doi Moi 
reforms of 1986, Vietnam has 
privatized its economy and fo-
cused on splitting the massive 
and ineffective state-owned 
enterprises characteristic of a 
planned economy. Vietnam’s 
emphasis on reforms shows 

that it is quickly transitioning 
to a capitalistic and free econ-
omy, and that Americans have 
nothing to fear from the mere 
label of “communist.”

Furthermore, Vietnam would 
be a valuable ally for America be-
cause of the strategic importance 
of its location. It sits in the South 
China Sea, the world’s busiest 
shipping strait, and south of the 
People’s Republic of China. This 
means that a military alliance 
with Vietnam would be a valu-
able deterrent against Chinese 
expansion and island-building 
goals in the South China Sea. 
Vietnam and the U.S. actually 
share an interest in stopping 
Chinese expansion in the area, 
meaning that our two nations 
could effectively work together 
towards a common goal.

The United States has actu-
ally already initiated attempts 
to form a closer relationship 
with Vietnam. One of these is 
the Vietnam Education Foun-
dation, a State Department-

sponsored scholarship pro-
gram for Vietnamese students 
to study at American universi-
ties. The newest major project 
in American-Vietnam relations 
is also related to academia: The 
Fulbright University in Ho Chi 
Minh City.

Fulbright University will 
be Vietnam’s first private uni-
versity, with classes taught in 
English and a curriculum com-
posed of humanities and STEM 
courses. The University is also 
supported by the State Depart-
ment, as well as Secretary John 
Kerry, Senator John McCain, 
and Governor Bob Kerrey — 
all veterans of the Vietnam 
War. In fact, Governor Ker-
rey, a Medal of Honor recipi-
ent who lost his leg during the 
war, has been appointed as the 
first chairman of the Fulbright 
University. If veterans of per-
haps America’s most gruesome 
modern war can work with the 
Vietnamese people in the spirit 
of friendship and education, 

then it is absolutely possible 
for our governments to collab-
orate as well.

Under an administration 
that seems to by trying to 
alienate most allies and long-
time friends of the United 
States, whether they be mem-
bers of NATO or our neigh-
bors, we need all the interna-
tional support we can get. This 
is especially true in Southeast 
Asia, which is quickly growing 
as the world’s most important 
economic and political region. 
While the United States should 
focus on better relations with 
China and other nations in 
Southeast Asia in the long run, 
in the short term, we should 
concentrate our efforts on cul-
tivating a stronger friendship 
and alliance with the great na-
tion of Vietnam.

By Jack O’Donnell ’17
Opinions Editor

Jack O’Donnell is a sixth 
former from Hong Kong.

He may be reached at 
jodonnell17@choate.edu

On February 8, in what has 
become an all too common 
occurrence, President 

Donald Trump P ’00 unleashed 
an angry message from his Twit-
ter account. However, instead of 
being about typical targets such 
as The New York Times and 
CNN, the tweet focused on the 
retailer Nordstrom’s recent deci-
sion to drop the fashion line of 
his daughter, Ivanka Trump ‘00.  
President Trump commented, 
“My daughter Ivanka has been 
treated so unfairly by @Nord-
strom. She is a great person—al-
ways pushing me to do the right 
thing! Terrible!” This proclama-
tion, and subsequent statements 
by President Trump’s senior ad-
viser Kellyanne Conway not only 
have no place coming from the 
White House, but they are also 
morally wrong.

Especially for a member of the 
political party that frequently es-
pouses the virtues of free-market 

competition, Mr. Trump’s claim 
that Nordstrom was “unfair” to 
drop his daughter’s brand is ex-
tremely hypocritical. As a spokes-
person for Nordstrom stated, 
“We’ve said all along we make 
buying decisions based on per-
formance. We’ve got thousands 
of brands — more than 2,000 of-
fered on the site alone. Reviewing 
their merit and making edits is 
part of the regular rhythm of our 
business. Each year we cut about 
10% and refresh our assortment 
with about the same amount. In 
this case, based on the brand’s 
performance we’ve decided not to 
buy it for this season.”  Evidently, 
WKH�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�SUR¿W��

And yet how could Presi-
dentTrump’s political actions 
not have played a role? It may 
come as a surprise to President 
Trump, but the bigoted behav-
iors he preached throughout his 
campaign, and now practices in 
the White House, have tainted 
his family name. Movements 
such as #GrabYourWallet have 
popularized boycotts against any 

businesses that continue to carry 
Trump products — Nordstrom 
was merely looking out for its 
own economic interest by drop-
ping the line. 

Although some may argue 
that it is unfair to punish Ms. 
Trump for her father’s actions, 
such a claim fails to consider how 
closely she has associated herself 
with her father’s political career. 
Ms. Trump was one of President 
Trump’s most ardent and effec-
tive surrogates throughout the 
campaign, and continues to be 
DQ� XQRI¿FLDO� DGYLVHU� WR� KLP� LQ�
his role as president. President 

Trump named Ivanka’s husband, 
Jared Kushner, Senior Adviser 
to the President (just as he did 
Ms. Conway). Whether she likes 
it or not, Ms. Trump is inextrica-
bly linked to her father, and is a 
deserving recipient of public ire 
and resistance. Ultimately, what 
matters to Nordstrom is whether 
the Ivanka Trump line makes 
money or doesn’t. Considering 
the massive controversy envel-
oping her and her brand, the cor-
poration decided it was no longer 
SUR¿WDEOH� WR� FRQWLQXH� VWRFNLQJ�
it — just as any savvy, capitalist 
business would.  

Additionally, it is simply un-
ethical for President Trump to 
use the power of the presidency 
WR� HQKDQFH� KLV� GDXJKWHU¶V� ¿QDQ-
cial gain. Theodore Roosevelt 
coined the term “bully pulpit” to 
describe the platform associated 
with being the President of the 
8�6���DQG�WKDW�DZHVRPH�LQÀXHQFH�
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�ZLHOGHG� WR�EHQH¿W�
the business of a family member. 
Since standard federal ethics laws 
do not apply to the president, this 

is not technically a rule violation. 
However, it is still morally cor-
rupt. As one of George W. Bush 
ethics lawyers, Richard Painter, 
put it, President Trump’s tweet 
was “particularly reprehensible.”

As is often the case with 
the Trump administration, the 
wrongdoing involved in this inci-
dent does not start and end with 
the president alone. Indeed, Ms. 
Conway is equally — if not more 
— complicit in ethics violations as  
President Trump. In an appear-
ance on Fox News on February 9, 
Ms. Conway hawked Ms. Trump’s 
fashion label. “I’m going to give a 
free commercial here,” she said. 
“Go buy it today, everybody; you 
FDQ� ¿QG� LW� RQOLQH�´� 7KLV� EUD]HQ�
endorsement was met with swift 
backlash for good reason — it is 
a stunning breach of ethics laws. 

$V�VWLSXODWHG�E\�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�
Governmental Ethics, it is prohib-
ited for any employee of the exec-
utive branch to give “the endorse-
ment of any product, service or 
enterprise, or for the private gain 
of friends, relatives or persons 

ZLWK�ZKRP�WKH�HPSOR\HH�LV�DI¿OL-
ated in a nongovernmental capac-
ity.” Undoubtedly, by going on 
national television and hawking 
the president’s daughter’s brand, 
Ms. Conway was grossly breaking 
this rule. Indeed, Ms. Conway’s 
actions were condemned on both 
sides of the political aisle, with 
the Republican chairman of the 
Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee, Jason Chaffetz 
(R-CA.), dubbing them “wrong, 
wrong, wrong” and ordering an 
investigation into the matter, 
DQG�2EDPD�HWKLFV�RI¿FLDO��1RUP�
Eisen, calling them “an abuse of 
WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�´

Even before Mr. Trump took 
RI¿FH�� KLV� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� SURP-
ised to be riddled with corruption 
DQG� FRQÀLFWV� RI� LQWHUHVW�� $V� KLV�
and Ms. Conway’s actions dem-
onstrate, they are more than liv-
ing up to expectations. 

THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE WHITE HOUSE
By Liza Mackeen-Shapiro ’18

Associate Editor

Liza Mackeen-Shapiro is a 
fi!h former from  New York, 
N.Y. She may be reached at 

lmackeenshapiro18@choate.edu

It is simply unethical 
for Trump to use 
the power of the 

presidency to enhance 
his daughter’s 
¿QDQFLDO�JDLQ�

Snapchat: the app that mil-
lions of teenagers use on 
a daily basis to communi-

cate with each other through 
ephemeral selfies and videos. 
From middle school kids film-
ing themselves horsing around 
on the bus to college students 
sending pictures to each oth-
er out of boredom during a 
lecture, this app has become 
a phenomenon for all demo-
graphics within the younger 
generation. Moreover, this 
notoriously life-consuming 
social media application has 
expanded its addictive reach 
to the financial market — grip-
ping both accredited and un-
accredited investors to the 
company. In fact, this January, 
Snapchat officially announced 
the planned release of their 
stocks to the world in an ea-
gerly anticipated IPO.  

+RZHYHU�� WKLV�ZKLUOLQJ�ÀXUU\�
of interest and purchase orders 
may be leading blindsided inves-
tors off a very steep cliff and into a 
SLW�RI�WR[LF�SUREOHPV�DQG�¿QDQFHV�

Last Friday, the company 
released a 35-minute video for 
their keen viewers, covering 
everything from Snapchat’s 

history to their revenue num-
bers and growth plans. In many 
ways, the presentation imitated 
many other big-name tech gi-
ants before them, such as Apple 
and Facebook, by highlighting 
the “hip” and “fun” aspects of 
this millennial-led company. 
Fortunately, the Snapchat in-
vestor pitch wasn’t too caught 
up in obnoxious gloating, as 
the video also stressed the key 
statistics behind what made 
this particular application so 
globally pervasive and popular 
amongst the vast majority of 
mobile device users.

For example, Snapchat 
reported increasing rev-
enues and decreasing losses 
since their inception in late 
2011. While it is evident that 
sales have erupted from last 
year, with the company hav-
ing $404.5 million in revenue 
this past year versus a $58.7 
million return in 2015, their 
net losses have grown rather 
quickly too, from $514.6 mil-
lion loss this past year in com-
parison to $372.9 million loss 
the year before. This should 
not come as neither surprising 
nor unexpected news. To put 
things in a drearier perspec-
tive, the application reported a 
net loss of about half a billion 

dollars from their operations, 
which is considerably more 
than the prior year. However, 
when considering the struggles 
of monetizing explosive growth 
in the technology market, one 
must understand that even the 
most successful companies 
may never attain — or main-
tain — profitability.

These numbers should 
strike competent investors 
as quite impressive for a tech 
startup, as they demonstrate 
how this mobile application 
could very well avoid being 
simply another technological 
fad or trend. But, before in-
vestors flock like sheep to buy 
up as many shares as possible 
once the IPO debuts in March, 
they should first know some 
crucial information behind the 
structure of said deal. 

First and foremost, inves-
tors must look to where a us-
er-reliant system receives its 
cash flow. In this case, Snap-
chat’s revenue has been about 
98-percent from advertising. 
This makes perfect sense, as 
Snapchat has had a steady 
rate of 158 million daily active 
users, with about a slow 7% 
growth in user base between 
the second and third quar-
ters of 2016 before flat lining 

growth for the end of the year. 
Nonetheless, this massive 
number of daily active users 
has attracted many companies 
for commercial purposes. This 
is especially the case on the 
app’s “story” capability, which 
allows brand names, such as 
Comedy Central and People 
magazine, to showcase short 
snippets of advertising to all 
users. This has allowed Snap-
chat to rake in sizeable fiscal 
year-by-year revenue; but, as 
seen in the finances, profitabil-
ity will continue to be an ever-
lasting problem.

Furthermore, investors have 
an even larger issue to face 
when dealing with the upcom-
ing Snapchat IPO: voting rights. 
As of now, the IPO is priced at 
anywhere between $14 and $16 
per share, giving the company 
a total valuation of around $20 
billion dollars. Such an im-
mense valuation would be the 
largest public offering since 
Facebook’s IPO — and such 
a ridiculously immense valu-
ation should leave investors 
curious, if not outright con-
cerned. As of now, Snapchat 
has offered to sell 200 million 
Class-A shares under the ticker 
“SNAP” in the New York Stock 
Exchange. This becomes expo-

nentially less appealing when 
considering that the two Snap-
chat founders, Evan Spiegel 
and Robert Murphy, will hold 
about 88.5-percent of voting 
capabilities after the shares are 
released to the public. This is 
mainly because the duo holds 
Class-C stock, which structures 
the deal to give them voting 
rights while the Class-A stock 
for the rest of the world doesn’t 
get them. This should be a big 
red flag to institutional inves-
tors, mainly because a lack of 
voting rights keeps the future 
of a rapidly growing platform 
in the hands of two 26-year 
old entrepreneurs. The shares 
should at least be sold at a 
discount because, otherwise, 
eager investors buying notable 
amounts of equity will have to 
sit quietly at the back of an im-
periled, unprofitable business. 

If changes are not made 
to voting structures and the 
stocks of future shareholders, 
Snapchat will most definitely 
put itself on track to become 
yet another messy and dramat-
ic Silicon Valley bubble. 

IN V ESTORS, BEWARE SNAPCH AT IPO

Andrew Kim is a sixth former 
from Seoul, South Korea.

He may be reached at 
akim17@choate.edu

By Andrew Kim ’17
Opinions Sta! Writer

Former President of the United States Barack Obama meets with Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang in Hanoi last fall.
Photo courtesy of Carolyn Kester/ AP

For a New Ally, Look to an Old Foe

First
100 Days,

in_ _ _

The real scandal here is 
[OH[�JSHZZPÄLK�PUMVYTH[PVU�
PZ�PSSLNHSS`�NP]LU�V\[�I`�
“intelligence” like candy. 
=LY`�\U�(TLYPJHU�

;OPZ�9\ZZPHU�JVUULJ[PVU�
UVU�ZLUZL�PZ�TLYLS`�HU�
H[[LTW[�[V�JV]LY�\W�[OL�
THU`�TPZ[HRLZ�THKL�PU�
/PSSHY`�*SPU[VU»Z�SVZPUN�
JHTWHPNU�

;OL�VUS`�[OPUN�:LUH[L�
.67�^HU[Z�[V�KLU`�TVYL�
than 
JSPTH[LJOHUNL is 
[OL�YPNO[�VM�:LUH[VYZ�[V�
YL]PL^�[OL�������LTHPSZ�
HIV\[�
WVSS\[PUNWY\P[[�

6\Y�JV\U[Y`�PZ�PU�JYPZPZ�
ILJH\ZL�MVY�`LHYZ��>HZO�
PUN[VU�OHZ�^VYRLK�NYLH[�
MVY�[OL�YPJO��WV^LYM\S��
I\[�P[�OHZU»[�^VYRLK�MVY�
HU`VUL�LSZL�


:LUH[L�+LTVJYH[Z�
OH]L�\UULJLZZHY�
PS`�ZSV^LK�KV^U�[OL�
*HIPUL[�JVUÄYTH[PVU�
WYVJLZZ��I\[�P[�OHZU»[��
^VU»[�JOHUNL�[OL�V\[�
JVTL�VM�[OL�LSLJ[PVU

)SVJR�NYHU[PUN�4LKPJ�
HPK�PZ�[OL�^YVUN�WH[O�
MVY^HYK�HUK�^PSS�VUS`�
W\[�TVYL�(TLYPJHUZ�H[�
YPZR�VM�SVZPUN�JV]LYHNL��

+L3H\YV;V^U/HSS

0M�`V\»YL�YPJO�HUK�
WV^LYM\S�HUK�JVTTP[�
PSSLNHS�ILOH]PVY�`V\�NL[�
WYVTV[LK�[V�[OL�WYLZP�
KLU[»Z�JHIPUL[��;OLYL»Z�
ZVTL[OPUN�]LY`�^YVUN�
with that.
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Walk up the path between 
the Science Center and Brownell, 
DQG�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�D�URZ�RI�QHDW��
quintessentially New England 
houses that make up Rosemary 
/DQH�� D� FRPPXQLW\� RI� IDFXOW\�
UHVLGHQFHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKDW� RI�
Headmaster Dr. Alex Curtis. 
But do not be deceived by the 
DSSDUHQW� PRQRWRQ\� RI� WKH� OLQH�
RI�ZKLWH�EXLOGLQJV��&ORVHU�DWWHQ-
tion reveals a rich history, a di-
YHUVH�DUUD\�RI�LQKDELWDQWV��ERWK�
human and non-human), and an 
XQH[SHFWHG�VHW�RI�VWRULHV�

Originally, there were three 
student dorms on Rosemary 
/DQH��0F%HH��������������-HVVXS�
�������������DQG�/RZQGHV�������
2003). Eventually, however, the 
QHHG� IRU� PRUH� IDFXOW\� KRXVLQJ�
OHG�WR�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKRVH�GRUPV�
IURP�5RVHPDU\�/DQH��

0RVW� RI� WKH� KRXVHV� WKDW�
stand on Rosemary Lane today 
were constructed in three main 
SKDVHV��WKH�ILUVW�IHZ�ZHUH�EXLOW�
LQ� ���������� �ZLWK� WKH� H[FHS-
WLRQ� RI� &RZOHV� +RXVH�� ZKLFK�
ZDV� DGGHG� LQ� ������� WKUHH�
more were added in 2006, and 
the most recent six were con-
VWUXFWHG�LQ������

The oldest residence is 
Cowles House, where English 
and HPRSS teacher Ms. Amy 
Salot and science teacher Ms. 
Fran O’Donoghue live. Built in 
������&RZOHV�ZDV� RULJLQDOO\� OR-
cated in Meriden until a group 
RI�VL[WK�IRUPHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDFXO-
ty overseers undertook the proj-
ect to take it apart piece by piece 
and reconstruct it on Rosemary 
/DQH� LQ� ������ 7KH� $UFKLYHV�
SURYLGHG�RQO\�WKH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�
original owner and builder: 
0DU\� $QGUHZV� DQG� -RVHSK� $��
Blakeslee, respectively.

5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�HDUO\�1HZ�
England architecture, Cowles is 
VWUXFWXUHG�DURXQG�D�FHQWUDO�¿UH-
SODFH�� DQG� IHDWXUHV� WKUHH� RWKHU�
¿UHSODFHV�DURXQG�WKH�KRXVH��³,W�
creaks a lot in a charming way,” 
VDLG�0V��6DORW��7KH�VKHOYHV�¿OOHG�
with Ms. Salot’s American liter-
ature and history books enhance 
the early New England vibe.

Farther down the lane and 
DW� WKH� HQG� RI� D� SDUWLFXODUO\� ORQJ�
GULYHZD\�� \RX� ZLOO� ¿QG� 'DYLG�
+RXVH�� ZKHUH� WKH� )DUUHOO� IDPLO\�
lives. Built and dedicated in 2006, 
'DYLG�+RXVH� ZDV� SDUW� RI� D� �����
PLOOLRQ�JLIW� WR�EXLOG�WKUHH�IDFXOW\�
KRPHV��WKH�RWKHU�WZR�DUH�+HDWKHU�
House and Leigh House). The ar-
chitectural design was made by 
Classic Colonial Homes, which 
explains the house’s pleasantly 
antiquated aesthetic. Nonethe-
OHVV�� WKH� IURQW� GRRU� RI� 'DYLG�
+RXVH� LV� PDGH� RI� JODVV�� XQOLNH�
WKH�ZRRGHQ�GRRUV�RI�RWKHU�EXLOG-
ings on Rosemary Lane, adding 
a modern touch to the otherwise 
traditional colonial home.

$W� WKH� YHU\� HQG� RI� WKH� URDG�
PDJQL¿FHQWO\� OLHV� WKH� &XU-
tis residence, Phoebe House, 
ZKLFK� ZDV� EXLOW� LQ� ������ :LWK�
its unique style — blue and gold 
touches, a large driveway, and a 
IURQW� JDUGHQ�²� 3KRHEH� +RXVH��
which was designed by EDM Ar-
FKLWHFWXUH�� VWDQGV� RXW� IURP� WKH�
UHVW�RI�WKH�/DQH�

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�HQG�RI�WKH�URDG��
WKH�&REE�IDPLO\�KDSSLO\�LQKDELWV�
RQH�RI�WKH�QHZHVW�KRPHV��ZKLFK�
KDV� QRW� \HW� EHHQ� QDPHG�� ³7KH�
only thing that beats the new car 
smell is the new house smell,” 
VDLG� (QJOLVK� WHDFKHU� 0U�� -RKQ�
&REE��DGGLQJ��³,W¶V�JUHDW�WR�PRYH�
into a brand new place and have 
new appliances. The heating 
ZRUNV�´�7KH�&REEV�KDG�IRUPHUO\�
lived in Ray Brown House on 
%HDXPRQW� $YHQXH� IRU� WKLUWHHQ�

years, but it was torn down to 
PDNH�ZD\� IRU� WKH� QHZ� 6W�� -RKQ�
Hall, and they moved to Rose-
PDU\�/DQH�LQ�2FWREHU������

$QRWKHU� ERQXV� RI� OLYLQJ�
on Rosemary Lane is that the 
electrical lines are buried un-
derground, not only adding 
aesthetic but also, more impor-
WDQWO\�� SURYLGLQJ� H[WUD� VDIHW\��
Sixth Form Deans’ Assistant Ms. 
Wendy Marrinan, who lives on 
5RVHPDU\�/DQH�LQ�-DFN�'DYLVRQ�
House, is proud that the School 
invested in burying the lines: 
³:KHQ� \RX� WDNH� WKH� WLPH� WR� GR�
WKDW�� ,¶P� DOO� IRU� LW�� EHFDXVH� LFH��
snow, and wind can wreak havoc 
with power lines.”

:LOGOLIH�LV�DEXQGDQW�RQ�5RVH-
mary Lane. Deer are regularly 
sighted, and birdsong is a daily 
delight. Mr. Cobb has spotted 
cardinals, blue jays, red-tailed 

KDZNV�� DQG� YDULRXV� VSHFLHV� RI�
woodpeckers as visitors to the 
RWKHUZLVH� TXLHW� VWUHHW�� +LV� ZLIH��
Ms. Leslie Virostek, also observed 
D� IR[� IDPLO\� WHDFKLQJ� WKHLU� FXE��
who was born last spring, the 
ZD\V�RI�KXQWLQJ�

6RPH�RI�WKH�ZLOGOLIH�IDOOV�RQ�
the scary side. Rosemary Lane 
LV�KRPH� WR�D� ³UHDOO\�DJJUHVVLYH´�
¿VKHU�FDW�ZLWK�DQ�³RWKHUZRUOGO\�
screech,” according to Mr. Cobb. 
$�¿VKHU�FDW�LV�QHLWKHU�D�¿VK�QRU�D�
cat, but rather a small, carnivo-
rous mammal with a reputation 
IRU�YLFLRXVQHVV��

English teacher Mr. David 
Loeb, who has been living in 
)DQJ�+RXVH� VLQFH� ������ VKDUHG�
his nerve-wracking encounter 
ZLWK� D� FR\RWH��+H� GHVFULEHG�� ³,�
was on a bicycle, and the coy-
RWH� ZDV� QRW� DIUDLG� RI� DQ� (QJ-
lish teacher on a bicycle. He 

VWRRG� KLV� JURXQG�XQWLO� ,� \HOOHG��
‘ARRRRGHHHGHH,’ because 
,�ZDQWHG� WR� NHHS� KLP� IURP�P\�
OLWWOH�GRJ��-HHYHV��7KHQ�KH�OHIW�²�
but not in a hurry.”

Although a lively community 
within its gated boundaries, 
Rosemary Lane is physically 
VHSDUDWHG� IURP� WKH� PDLQ�
FDPSXV�� 0RVW� RI� WKH� IDFXOW\�
residents relish the ability to 
HVFDSH�IURP�WKH�KXVWOH�EXVWOH�RI�
&KRDWH�OLIH��³:KHQ�,�ORRN�RXW�P\�
ZLQGRZV�DQG�,�ZDON�DURXQG�WKH�
DUHD��,�IHHO�DV�WKRXJK�,¶P�YHU\�IDU�
DZD\� IURP�P\� ZRUULHV� DQG�P\�
job,” said Ms. Salot. 

Mr. Charlie Long, whose 
yet-to-be-dedicated house is 
QLFNQDPHG� ³&KHFNSRLQW� &KDU-
OLH�´� QRWHG�� ³5RVHPDU\� /DQH� LV�
nice because you have neigh-
bors but they’re not too close, 
DQG�\RX�KDYH�WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�FRP-

munity because you see them 
walking their dogs.” The cross-
country trail is conveniently 
located next to Rosemary Lane, 
providing the residents ample 
VSDFH� IRU� H[HUFLVH� DQG�KXPDQ�
canine bonding.

Whether the house they 
UHVLGH�LQ�LV�KLVWRULFDOO\��VLJQL¿FDQW�
or recently constructed, the 
IDFXOW\�RI�5RVHPDU\�/DQH�HQMR\�
their experience across the 
board. Perhaps it’s the deer, or 
the sunsets, or simply the quiet, 
but there is some aura about 
Rosemary Lane that clearly 
GLVWLQJXLVKHV�LW�IURP�RWKHU�DUHDV�
on campus while preserving 
WKH� FXOWXUH�GH¿QLQJ� IHHOLQJ� RI�
&KRDWH��DQG�RI�KRPH�

By Kristen Andonie ’17
Sta! Reporter

A Walk Down Rosemary Lane

:KDW�ZRXOG�LW�IHHO�OLNH�WR�WHDU�
GRZQ�²�DQG�NHHS�²�SLHFHV�RI�KLV-
tory with your very own hands? 
3HUKDSV� 0U�� -LP� <DQHOOL�� &KR-
DWH¶V� 'LUHFWRU� RI� 6WXGHQW� $FWLYL-
WLHV��NQRZV��+H�LV�LQ�SRVVHVVLRQ�RI�
VHYHUDO�VPDOO�FKXQNV�RI�WKH�%HUOLQ�
Wall, acquired upon the Wall’s 
IDOO��LQ�������

$W�WKH�WLPH��0U��<DQHOOL�OLYHG�
in the U.S., but he traveled to Ger-
many to witness the physical de-
VWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZDOO��:LWK�IULHQGV�
OLYLQJ� LQ� *HUPDQ\�� 0U�� <DQHOOL�
UHFRXQWHG��KH�³ZHQW�WKHUH�LQ�FHO-
ebration with our little hammers 
to hack away at it.” He brought 
back around eight pieces.

0U�� <DQHOOL¶V� UHODWLRQVKLS�
with Germany and the Wall be-
JDQ�ORQJ�EHIRUH�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ��IRU�
HLJKW� \HDUV�� IURP� ����� WR� ������
KH� UHVLGHG� LQ� %HUOLQ�� ,QLWLDOO\� D�
student spending a year abroad, 
0U�� <DQHOOL� HQMR\HG� WKH� H[SHUL-
ence and the city so much that 
he decided to stay, studying in 
%HUOLQ� IRU� DQRWKHU� WKUHH� \HDUV�
EHIRUH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�8�6��$UP\�DQG�

Air Force as a civilian contractor 
working in the education branch. 
³$V�D�SHUVRQ�JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�VXE-
XUEDQ�$PHULFD�´�0U��<DQHOOL�VDLG��
³OLYLQJ�LQ�D�ELJ�FDSLWDO�ZDV�LQFUHG-
LEO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�H[RWLF�´��0U��
<DQHOOL� VSHQW� KLV� HDUO\� \HDUV� LQ�
Meriden, Conn.)

'HVSLWH� WKH� EHDXW\� RI� %HU-
lin, however, the consequences 
RI�WKH�KDUVK�GLYLVLRQ�RI�*HUPD-
ny, both physical and political, 
ZHUH� SDOSDEOH�� ³7KH� QR�PDQ¶V�
land between East and West 
Berlin was characterized not 
only by the wall, but also by 
IHQFHV� WKDW� KDG� FDVHV� RI� EXO-
OHWV�WKDW�ZRXOG�GLVFKDUJH�LI�\RX�
touched them, by big steel gird-
HUV�FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�JURXQG�DW�

street crossings, and by dogs in 
watchtowers — it was an elabo-
UDWH��FRPSOLFDWHG�PD]H�RI�EDU-
ULHUV�´�H[SODLQHG�0U��<DQHOOL�

0U��<DQHOOL�ZDV�DEOH�WR�FURVV�
the border in Berlin and catch 
JOLPSVHV�RI�OLIH�EH\RQG�WKH�:DOO��
in East Berlin and nearby areas 
in East Germany, on several 
RFFDVLRQV�� ,W� ZDV� D� PXFK� OHVV�
developed environment — the 
cities along the Polish border, 
IRU� H[DPSOH�� UHPDLQHG� YLUWX-
DOO\�XQWRXFKHG�IURP�:RUOG�:DU�
,,��0U�� <DQHOOL� UHFDOOHG�� ³1RW� D�
GURS�RI�SDLQW�KDG�EHHQ�DSSOLHG�
to the buildings, and they were 
still riddled with bullet holes.”

Through his travels, Mr. 
<DQHOOL�DOVR�JRW�WR�NQRZ�VHYHUDO�

East Germans. One man, who 
lived above a bakery shop, told 
RI�KRZ�WKH�EDNHU\�RZQHU�ZRUN-
ing below him had exclusive ac-
cess to the building’s telephone 
E\�GD\�DQG�ZRXOG�ÀLS�D� VZLWFK�
upon the bakery’s closing so he 
could have access to the tele-
phone at night. 

³,� JRW� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�
UHVWULFWHG�QDWXUH�RI� OLIH� LQ�(DVW�
Berlin and the heaviness that it 
brought with it to many people 
ZKR� OLYHG� WKHUH�´� 0U�� <DQHOOL�
FRPPHQWHG�� ³,W�ZDV� QLFH� WR� EH�
an observer — it wasn’t really 
P\�OLIH�DV�PXFK�DV�LW�ZDV�P\�RS-
portunity to understand other 
people’s lives.” 

More than two decades have 
SDVVHG� VLQFH� WKH�:DOO� IHOO�� EXW�
WKH�SLHFHV�0U��<DQHOOL�KDV�²�DQG�
that museums, individuals, and 
other organizations own around 
the world — remain a lasting 
UHPLQGHU� RI� WKH� RQFH� GDQJHU-
ous and damaging tensions be-
tween East and West Germany. 
)RU� 0U�� <DQHOOL�� ³7KH� H[SHUL-
ence was less about the process 
RI�KDYLQJ�D�UHOLF�WKDQ�LW�ZDV�SDU-
ticipating in the tearing down 
WKH�GLYLGH�´�$V�IRU�ZKDW�KH�ZLOO�
GR�ZLWK�WKH�SLHFHV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��
0U��<DQHOOL�SODQV�WR�XVH�WKH�URFN�
to make drawer handles. 

$OWKRXJK� PRVW� IDPRXV� �RU�
SHUKDSV� LQIDPRXV�� IRU� LWV� IRRG��
the Hill House Dining Hall holds 
another purpose: displaying his-
WRULFDO�DUW��$WRS�WKH�¿UHSODFH�IDF-
ing the senior section, a circular 
maritime painting stands peace-
IXOO\�� 2Q� WKH� RWKHU� VLGH� RI� WKH�
¿UHSODFH� SHUFKHV� D� UHFWDQJXODU�
SDLQWLQJ� ZLWK� VLPLODU� WKHPHV� RI�
ships and nautical travel. 

7KH� FLUFXODU� SLHFH� WKDW� IDFHV�
the senior section, titled The 

Passing of Arthur, is bordered 
E\� WKH� ZRUGV� ³7KH� 2OG� 2UGHU�
&KDQJHWK�� <LHOGLQJ� 3ODFH� WR�
1HZ� DQG� *RG� )XO¿OOV� +LPVHOI�
in Many Ways.” The painting 
LV�EDVHG�RII� WKH�¿QDO�VFHQH�IURP�
/RUG�7HQQ\VRQ¶V�LG\OO�RI�WKH�VDPH�
QDPH��,Q�WKLV�VFHQH��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�$UFKLYHV��.QLJKW�RI�WKH�5RXQG�
Table Sir Bedivere carrying the 
ZRXQGHG�.LQJ�$UWKXU� ³GRZQ� WR�
a black barge, appearing in the 
distance, with the three queens: 
Faith, Hope, and Charity.” 

 Artist Mr. Robert von Vorst 
Sewell created the painting as 

SDUW� RI� D� ���SDUW� VHULHV� GHSLFW-
LQJ� WKH� OHJHQG� RI� .LQJ� $UWKXU�
and his kingdom. The series was 
commissioned by Headmaster 
*HRUJH�6W��-RKQ��ZKR�SXUFKDVHG�
DOO�WZHOYH�SDLQWLQJV�IRU���������

The paintings were original-
ly given to Mr. and Mrs. Boudi-
QRW� .HLWK� 3� ¶������ WKH� SDUHQWV�
RI�(OLVKD�%RXGLQRW�.HLWK� ¶������
who had been killed in World 
:DU� ,�� 7KH� .HLWKV� ODWHU� JDYH�
the paintings to Choate in their 
son’s honor. 

The Passing of Arthur has 
UHPDLQHG�PRXQWHG�RYHU�WKH�¿UH-
place since the Dining Hall was 
¿UVW� FRPSOHWHG� LQ� ������ &KRDWH�
DUFKLYLVW� 0V�� -XG\� 'RQDOG� H[-

SODLQHG�� ³)URP� WKH� PLQXWH� WKH�
painting arrived on campus, it 
has not budged: it has stayed 
WKHUH�IRU�RYHU�D�FHQWXU\�´�

Although The Passing of 

Arthur is prominently dis-
played in the dining hall, the 
other paintings in the series 
FDQ�EH�GLIILFXOW�WR�VSRW�RQ�FDP-
SXV��2I� WKH� RULJLQDO� ��� 6HZHOO�
pieces commissioned, only 
seven remain on at Choate 
today. Excalibur, the Sword 
and Geraint and Enid can 
EH� IRXQG� LQ� WKH� $QGUHZ�0HO-
lon Library basement; Flight 

of Lanceolot & Guinevere, in 
the Memorial House common 
room; The Last Tournament, 
RQ� WKH� OLEUDU\¶V� VHFRQG� IORRU��
DQG�WKH�ILQDO�WZR�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�
in the Archives. They are Ar-

thur’s Last Fight and another 
piece named The Passing of 

Arthur, making it the second 
SDLQWLQJ�RQ�ILOH�LQ�WKH�$UFKLYHV�
by that name.

Similar in theme and style 
to Mr. Sewell’s series is the 
UHFWDQJXODU�SDLQWLQJ�IDFLQJ�WKH�
sophomore and junior section 
RI�WKH�'LQLQJ�+DOO��SDLQWHG�E\�

)UDQN� 2�� :DOWKHU� ¶��� GXULQJ�
WKH� VXPPHU� DIWHU� KLV� JUDGXD-
WLRQ�� $SSUHFLDWLYH� RI� &KRDWH¶V�
myriad visual art opportuni-
WLHV�� :DOWKHU� JLIWHG� WKH� SLHFH�
to commemorate his time at 
the School. Walther’s piece 
LV� RQH� RI� IHZ� SHUPDQHQW� DUW�
displays on campus made by 
a Choate student. Titled The 

Old Clipper Ship, the painting 
distinctly matches the themes 
that Mr. Sewell showed in his 
The Passing of Arthur. Shown 
VOLJKWO\� RII� FHQWHU� LV� WKH� VKLS�
Galatea, traveling though 
slightly choppy waves, sur-
rounded by a misty sky. The 
bright, realistic painting has 
EHHQ� IHDWXUHG� LQ� WKH� 'LQLQJ�
Hall since its installation.

Despite their relative ob-
scurity among the Choate com-
PXQLW\��PDVWHUIXO�ZRUNV� RI� DUW�
dominate many buildings on 
FDPSXV�� 1RW� HYHQ� WKH� ODFN� RI�
lighting could sway the astute 
REVHUYHU�IURP�QRWLFLQJ�WKHLU�LQ-
tricate details.

Kristen Andonie may 
be reached at 

kandonie17@choate.edu

Cowles House, the oldest residence on Rosemary Lane, arrived at its 
current location a!er being torn apart and reassembled.

Photo by Elle Rinaldi/The Choate News

The quiet, scenic Rosemary Lane provides a reprieve from the hustle 
and bustle of Choate life. 

Photo by Elle Rinaldi/The Choate News
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2

Across
1 Laureate Dove
5 +XJKHV¶V�³PH�DOVR´
6 “BBB�RI�6RORPRQ´��VHH���GRZQ�
7 Author Edugyan

Down
1 Angelou still does this
2 Lance and Midiori
3 “%HORYHG´�ZULWHU¶V�¿UVW�QDPH
4 Aviatic maintenance problem, 
abbr.

The solution for this puzzle can be found online at 
thechoatenews.choate.edu

Break Down Barriers, Bring Back Rocks

These rocks, owned by Mr. Jim Yanelli, were once part of the Berlin Wall.
Photo by Andrew Garver/The Choate News

By Oliver Brown ’18 
Reporter

Oliver Brown may be reached 
at  obrown18@choate.edu

By Lizzie Quinn ’20 
Reporter

Lizzie Quinn may be reached 
at  equinn20@choate.edu

By Kevin Xie ’19
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PAINTINGS, PAINTINGS ON THE WA LL, 
LOOK AROU ND YOU, HISTORY CA LLS

I got to understand 
the restricted nature 
of life in East Berlin.

Mr. Jim Yanelli
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The cast of The Love of Three Oranges comes together to amuse the sick Prince Tartaglia in a kingdom-wide festivity.
Photo courtesy of Mr. Ross Mortensen

By Neve Scott ’18
Associate Editor

Choate Rosemary Hall has 
long favored boldness in all as-
pects, particularly within the 
arts. This winter, Choate put 
on two connecting plays: The 
Love of Three Oranges and 
The Green Bird. These plays 
not only wrestle with what it 
means to live and to love but 
also the isolation of spectator-
ship and, most startlingly, the 
horrors of incest. 

The shows received smash-
ing reviews in the Choate com-
munity. Anabel DeMontebello 
’18 said, “These plays were by 
far the best non-musical produc-
tion I’ve seen at Choate so far. 
They really kept the audience 
engaged, and the references to 
the modern day were hilarious.” 

The first play, The Love of 
Three Oranges, tells the a sto-
ry that seems to be from days 
of yore, but has distinct 80’s 
influences in dialogue, music, 
choreography, costuming, and 
makeup. The play centers on 
Tartaglia, the son of the King 
of Hearts, played by Christo-
pher Overmeer ’17, who is mel-
ancholy (due to a long stand-
ing illness),  bedridden, and 

predicted to die soon. His fa-
ther, Silvio, played by William 
Robertson ’20, is desperate to 
make his son laugh to help him 
survive. Meanwhile, the con-
niving Clarice and Brighella, 
played by Caleb Hastings ’18 
and Mia Rubenstein ’18, are at-
tempting to quicken the death 
of the young prince in order 
to harness the power of the 
crown. Truffaldino, played by 
Eamonn Welliver ’18, tries to 
make the young prince laugh, 
but has little success. Then, 
when good and evil witches 
are ushered to direct the out-
come of the prince’s life, Fata 
Morgana is caught in her un-
derwear in front of the prince, 
and curses him to pine for 
three oranges. The second half 
of the play consists of Tarta-
glia and Truffaldino’s journey 
to find the oranges. Although 
a few extraneous plot holes lie 
about (such as how the prin-
cesses got into the oranges in 
the first place), the story is en-
tertaining and relatively easy 
to follow. 

The second play, The 
Green Bird, is an example of a 
tale of magic without realism. 
Similarly, in the Commedia 
dell’Arte tradition, the sequel 

to The Love of Three Oranges 
displays (seemingly) impro-
vised dialogue and stock char-
acters. Barbarina and Renzo, 
who are Tartalgia’s twin chil-
dren, find their way back into 

the royal kingdom. Their real 
mother, Ninetta, escapes from 
the palace drain to regain her 
place in the palace and reunite 
with her family. Narrated by 
Calmon, an accent-changing 
statue, the story unfolds into 
an intricate spectacle that 
challenges reality at each 
turn. A fairy tale on drugs, 
The Green Bird demands the 
attention of the audience in a 
different format than The Love 
of Three Oranges. By combin-
ing a traditional fairy tale with 
the scandalous, the plays in-
filtrates the mind of the audi-
ence to make them think more 
deeply about the intricacies of 
human interaction.

Both plays center heavily 
on interacting with the audi-
ence. Elyse Cornwall ’18 com-
mented “The addition of the 
narrator in each play really 
made the shows more relat-
able and added a different di-
mension of humor. I liked how 
engaged the audience was the 
entire time. It was funny to 
interact with our peers in that 
uncommon setting.” 

Nicole Sellew ’17 agreed, 
saying “The narration was 
definitely my favorite part of 
the play. Graysen and Eamonn 
both did an excellent job of 
keeping the audience atten-
tive and extrapolating the sto-
ry. The play was confusing at 
times due to the heavy details 
and overall fast-paced dynam-
ic of the show.” 

By putting the interests of 
the audience first, the tragedy, 
romance comedy, and drama 
that these two, culminating 
plays encapsulate gently force 
the audience to reflect on vari-
ous aspects of society brought 
up. Thus, the two plays doubt-
less had a comedic impact on 
the Choate community.

Neve Scott may be reached at 
nscott18@choate.edu

The play was confusing 
at times due to the 
heavy details and 
overall fast-paced 
dynamic of the show.

Nicole Sellew ’17

PMAC STIRS W ITH LAUGHTER 
DURING TWO W INTER PLAYS

WIDE-R ANGING TALEN T AT 
STU DEN T MUSIC RECITAL

This weekend, on Sunday, 
February 20, two musical student 
recitals were held on campus. The 
¿UVW�ZDV�WKH�SLDQR��YRLFH��DQG�RU-
gan recital, situated in the Chapel, 
at 1:00 p.m. The second was the 
instrumental recital, taking place 
in the Recital Hall at the Paul Mel-
lon Art Center at 2:30 p.m. The 
two student recitals, although 
musical, created very different at-
mospheres. The piano, voice, and 
organ recital allowed vocalists 
to shine, focusing on the melody 
rather than harmony of musical 
pieces. The instrumental recital 
however, allowed musicians to ex-
cel in their polished pieces. 

Students have been preparing 
for these recitals since the begin-
ning of the term. The piano, voice, 
DQG�RUJDQ�UHFLWDO�IHDWXUHG�VSHFL¿F�
pieces selected by the students 
and their private lesson instruc-
tors, tailoring the tune to the per-
sonal likes of the various singers. 
The group on Sunday consisted 
of Katharine Li ’17, Catherine 
Toms ’17, Becca Rubright ’17, 
Scott Romeyn ’18, Alice Volfson 
’19, Steven Jiao ’19, Andrea Qi 
’17, Joyce Tan ’17, and Jesse Lage 
’19, all in Chamber Chorus. Ms. 
Kegel states, “The repertoire was 
chosen in a collaboration between 
the private instructor and the stu-
dent. However, the pieces with 
students who are performing col-
laborations or do Chamber Music 
DUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�FKRVHQ�E\�0U��3KLO�
Ventre of myself.” 

Students and teachers gath-
ered to watch their friends per-
form. Angelina Heyler ’18, who 
took part in the recital, stated, 
“I really enjoyed working on my 
piece. I was able to learn new 
notes, and start a repertoire with a 
new sense of musical expressive-
ness.” However, for her, that was 
not the most rewarding process of 
the recital. Heyler added, “In the 
recital, it was amazing to see my 
peers perform. I especially liked 
Andrea Qi’s piece. The music was 
representative of a social butter-
À\�� DQG� WKH� GLIIHUHQW� VHFWLRQV�� RI�
the composition, explored differ-
ent personalities within people.” 

Most students who performed 
in the piano, voice, and organ re-
cital conveyed the artistic freedom 
the performance allowed. Jesse 
Lage ’19, a member of chamber 
chorus said, “This might sound 
weird, but I enjoyed getting to 
memorize the lyrics of the compo-
sition and singing it without any 
music. I was given more freedom 
in the expression of the song. I 
was able to interpret it to become 
my piece.” The recital was a merg-
er of different individuals. Becca 
Rubright ’17 says, “We prepared 
the pieces on our own, with our 
instructors, then we came togeth-
er to perform what we have each 
been working on. It was not much 
of a collaboration, but a showcase 
of individualities.” 

The Instrumental Recital at 
2:30 was held in the Recital Hall. 
Crowds of people attended the 
performance, witnessing the dif-
ferent musical talents amongst 
our peers. David Park ’17, who 
plays the piano, said, “The audi-
ence should look forward to the 
diversity of instruments, such as 
harp, as well as appreciating all of 
the students’ hard work and ma-
ture musicality.” He talks about 
his own performance; “My piece 
is the Café Music Movement 2 by 
3DXO�6FKRHQ¿HOG�IRU�YLROLQ��SLDQR��
and cello. The performance has 
been in the works for the whole 
term. We meet for weekly re-
hearsals that last an hour, as well 
as practicing during our own time 
to ensure the piece would be as to-
gether and as musical as possible 
It was the piece chosen for us this 
term by Mr. Ventre, and my trio 
was very excited to play it.” 

Kalya Yannatos, Director of 
the Arts, said, “It’s a way to see, 
hear and celebrate the work of 
student musicians within our 
community.  It is inspiring to see 
them courageously and generous-
ly share what they have worked 
hard on all term publicly. The 
recitals support the work done 
within the music lesson program, 
they provide an opportunity for 
students to perform what they 
have been working on with their 
lesson teacher, as well as for Arts 
Concentration musicians to share 
the chamber music that they re-
hearse every afternoon.” The two 
student recitals were a culminat-
ing synthesis of different elements 
in compositions, blending indi-
vidual instruments and individual 
personalities into the trifecta of 
music that completely knocked 
out the members of the audience.

By Inc Thongthai ’19
Sta! Reporter

Inc Thongthai may be reached 
at pthongthai@choate.edu

Chatting with Kaufman ’10; 
A Knitting Wonder ACTING 350 SHOWCASES WORK IN ONE-PERSON PL AYS

7KLV�SDVW�ZHHN��¿YH�PHPEHUV�
of Acting 350 performed their 
original work in the annual Acting 
One Person Plays show.

The hope for the One Person 
Plays was that the actors and 
actresses would take what they 
learned in their fall term of the 
class and blow it up into a 15 to 
20 minute performance. Tracy 
Ginder-Delventhal, the Acting 
350 teacher and a mentor to all 
of the actors and actresses, noted, 
“A one person play is probably the 
PRVW�GLI¿FXOW� WKLQJ�DQ�DUWLVW� FDQ�
do — to put themselves out in the 
public eye, live and alone, is really 
brave. I am really proud of them.”

Ben Wendel’s ’17 play was 
called Beowulf: Hero of the 
Geats, which depicted a minor 
character in the actual book 
“Beowulf,” expressing his feel-

ing about his King. Wendel not-
ed, “I think that I imparted the 
audience with what I wanted to 
impart, and my connection to 
the story was there.”

Lily Kops’s ’18 play was 
called Cynthia, which was in-
spired, in part, by the song that 
shares the same name. Kops 
noted, “The song was what in-
spired my character and then I 
wrote my play off of the char-
acter.” The play she performed 
told the story of a young girl who 
KDG� D� GLI¿FXOW� FKLOGKRRG� DQG�
formed a friendship with a bird. 

Calvin Carmichael’s ’18 play 
was called Running Into Your-
self, and followed an Olympic 
runner in the 1990’s who came 
out on live TV before the Olym-
pics and who later contracted 
HIV. Cemichael’s play was 
loosely based on Greg Louganis, 
who was an Olympic diver and 

an LGBTQ activist. Carmichael 
noted, “I was inspired by the 
Slut and Now That We’re Men 
plays that were on campus earli-
er this year, and wanted to high-
light the issue of HIV and AIDS 
in the LGBTQ community.”

Avery Lutter’s ’18 play was 
called, Jenna: A Celebration of 
Life. Lutter’s play was about a 
group of family members and 
friends speaking at a young girl 
(Jenna’s) funeral. Lutter noted, 
“It took a lot of time because I had 
not idea what I wanted to share. 
I’m happy with what I have be-
cause it’s serious but also has fun-
nier and lighter moments.”

Kaitlyn Dutchin’s ’17 play, The 
Sins of a Father, was based on 
the story of Wendy Maldonado, 
a young mother who killed her 
abusive husband with the help of 
one of her sons. Dutchin modi-
¿HG� WKH�RULJLQDO� VWRU\�E\�¿FWLRQ-

ally depicting Wendy’s childhood. 
.DLWO\Q�QRWHG��³7KLV�SOD\�UHÀHFWV�
the truth of growing up in a dys-
functional family and city; issues 
such as race, family dynamic, and 
gender-based violence.”

Following the show, the au-
dience was speechless. Olivia 
McGrath ’18 commented, “The 
plays were poignant and beau-
tiful and everyone was so pas-
sionate and talented!” Kristen 
Andonie ’17 added, “The plays 
were so powerful; I just teared 
up! I am still shaken.” Polina 
Ermoshkina ’19 remarked, “Ev-
eryone had such passion behind 
what they were doing.”

The Acting 350’s One Person 
Plays were thus a tremendous 
hit, bringing amazing work to the 
Gelb Theatre.

By Sophie Hare ’18
Reporter

Sophie Hare may be reached 
at share18@choate.edu

Caroline Kaufman ’10, 
a textile designer based in 
Brooklyn, has recently made 
the Anthropology catalog 
with her knitwear designs.  A 
graduate from the Fashion 
Design program at the Pratt 
Institute, Kaufman has been 
working with Anthropology in 
knitwear, “I have loved work-
ing with them over the past 
few years because they kind of 
represent my aesthetic in an 
accessible mass market way 
which is kind of rare for me.” 
Kaufman loves that Anthro-
pology is a large company that 
also displays her style, and 
that they give Kaufman “full 
creative control” in her work. 
“In fashion, a lot of companies 
want to constantly edit down 
your designs until the point 
where they don’t look any-
thing like what you thought 
of. Anthropology doesn’t, and 
that’s something I really like 
about working with them.”

Kaufman works a little in 
fashion, but she also does in 
home wear. As a textile design-
er, sometimes she designs the 
clothes and sometimes the fab-
ric itself. Kaufman loves that 
she works for herself. “I have 
a lot of freedom in my day to 
day to really make things and 
be creative which is a real gift.” 
The challenge of Kaufman’s 
work is that she can never re-
lax, “its not just like I go to a 
job and I get my monthly pay-
check and sit at my desk. I can 
never get too comfortable be-
FDXVH� ZKHQHYHU� ,� ¿QLVK� D� ELJ�
project, it’s always like, ‘what’s 
next? What’s next?’ Which 
also has its benefits too. You 
are kind of being kept on your 
toes and that makes what you 
do exciting.” 

Artistic success did not 
come easy to Kaufman, espe-
cially at Choate. As a student 
at Choate, Kaufman’s inter-
ests were spread, but artisti-
cally, Kaufman faced a ton of 
rejection. “I think every single 

thing I tried out for at Choate 
I didn’t get into.” Artistic re-
jection did not hold Kaufman 
back. Kaufman states that it 
“was challenging for me at the 
time, but also I have a very 
strong sense of myself and I 
knew I wanted to go into some 
creative field so it didn’t affect 
me too much.” 

At Choate, Kauffman says 
that her creative self was fos-
tered through the creativ-
ity of her and her friends. 
Visual Art has long been a 
part of Kaufman’s life, hav-
ing a mother who is an artist, 
and her creative mind never 
stopped, as she states that “I 
have always been constantly 
making things. I probably had 
more rejection at Choate then 
other parts of my life, after. 
So maybe that’s the thing that 
sets you up.”

Humble, dedicated, and 
passionate  — Kaufman has 
had fabulous artistic success, 
although, it was not simple to 
get the point where she is. She 
admits, “Its not easy; it’s not an 
easy career.” Kaufman says that 
the most important thing is hav-
ing an “authentic vision” and 
“something to say.” Kaufman 
states that success  means hav-
ing “uniquely your vision or 
uniquely your voice”  She added, 
“So, work hard and if you really 
love what you are doing you can 
really follow through, but its not 
always easy.” 

By Simi Sachdeva ’19
Sta! Reporter

Simi Sachdeva may be reached
 at ssachdeva19@choate.edu

Although few people dress 
up for Valentine’s Day (generally 
only celebrated by happy couples) 
WKH� RXW¿WV� DQG� DFFHVVRULHV� WKDW�
are worn especially for the day of 
love always seem to elicit smiles. 

This year, Mattie Drucker 
’17 was one of the rare students 
ZKR� ZRUH� D� WKHPHG� RXW¿W�� 6KH�

said, “My friends and I decided to 
dress up for the event! We wore 
all black and whatever red acces-
sory we wanted. A lot of us put on 
red lipstick which was really fun, 
and I had a red bow in my hair, so 
I felt extra saucy.” 

Although Drucker and her 
friends chose to dress up, very 
few people joined them. Out of all 
of the popularly celebrated holi-
days, Valentine’s Day seems to be 
the one that brings out the most 
disagreement and least excite-
ment on the day. Referred to as a 
“Hallmark Holiday,” individuals 
tend to repudiate it claiming it to 
be too forced or fake. The act of 
wearing all pink and red can often 
come off as tacky and untasteful, 
making many opposed to such a 
strong display of love and kind-
ness. Many of the people who dis-
like dressing up are angry simply 
because they are single, but they 
defend themselves by complain-
ing that they should be able to say 

they love their friends, family, or 
VLJQL¿FDQW�RWKHUV�RQ�DQ\�GD\�DQG�
not have to display it so openly.  
I, however,  do not see why there 
cannot be one time in the year 
VSHFL¿FDOO\� GHGLFDWHG� WR� ORYH�
and happiness that’s accentu-
ated by dressing up. There are 
many equally unimportant hol-
idays, such as St. Patrick’s Day, 
that people dress up for. Why 
not February 14? 

With her own opinion, Druck-
er shared, “It’s the day of love, and 
you have to love the day of love, 
right?! Everybody knows it’s a 
Hallmark holiday, but I’m pretty 
sure it stems from Christian reli-
gion, although I don’t really know 
the technicalities.” Valentines’s 
Day is, in fact, an ancient Ro-
man holiday dedicated to fertility. 
However, despite her misunder-
standing about the origin of Val-
entine’s Day, Drucker continued,  
explaining the makeup side of 
V-Day dressing up, “I have to say 

that I totally buy into it. I am 
such a consumer and I’m not go-
ing to deny it. I called all of my 
family and it’s just a good re-
minder to reach out to the peo-
ple you love and pull them clos-
er. I even gave some consensual 
kisses to my friends, so they had 
little red lips on their cheeks, 
which was cute. Even though it’s 
cheesy, it’s just a good day.”

People who embrace Valen-
tine’s Day by dressing up simply 
help create a happy atmosphere. 
For those who are “cuffed”, as 
millenials would say, it gives them 
time to openly show their love 
WKURXJK�IDVKLRQ��VRPHWKLQJ�GLI¿-
FXOW�WR�¿W�LQ�RQ�&KRDWH�VFKHGXOHV��
For others who have the great 
luck of having their full time dedi-
cated to their peers, it gives a day 
to appreciate the least societally 
treasured kind of love: friendship.

Jeanne Malle may be reached
 at jmalle19@choate.edu

By Jeanne Malle ’19
Columnist

Photo courtesy of Epoch Times

It is inspiring to see 
students courageously 
and generously share 
what they have worked 
on all term publicly.

Ms. Kalya Yannatos
Director of the Arts
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This year, Boys’ Varsity 
Squash has enjoyed some mas-
sive wins, beating schools like 
Kent, Loomis, Salisbury, and 
Trinity-Pawling. And while 
some players such as Robin Ar-
mour ’18 and Dylan Muldoon 
’17 have brought leadership and 
experience to the team from 
the start, Boys’ Varsity Squash 
boasts a unique crop of players 
that have managed to do what 
some deem impossible: rise 
from Thirds to Varsity in a sport 
over their Choate careers.

Varsity coach Mr. Will 
Morris commented on how the 
structure of Choate’s squash 
program allows for this atypi-
cal  player experience: “We 
maintain a continuous ladder 
from Varsity to JV to Thirds, 
with movement between teams 
occurring throughout the sea-
son based on weekly challenge 
match results. The JV and Var-
sity teams also practice togeth-
er in the same timeslot, and so 
that group of 20 or so players 
participate in the same practice 
routines, further facilitating 
the JV to Varsity transition.” 

However, he noted that the 
varsity athletes who started 
on thirds can attribute their 

success to much more than 
the program’s  nature. Coach 
Morris said, “It is rather un-
common in today’s athletics 
landscape for students to start 
out as raw beginners as third 
formers and then earn a spot 
on Varsity four years later. In 
squash this is due to a combi-
nation of factors: the players 
are determined to improve, the 
sport lends itself to rapid im-
provement as players improve 
technique and gain an under-
standing for tactics, and the 
coaches are committed to the 
program philosophy and work 
diligently to prepare students 
for the next level.”

In his first year at Cho-
ate, Jack O’Donnell ’17 joined 
Boys’ Thirds Squash. After 
spending his sophomore and 
junior seasons developing his 
skills on JV, O’Donnell had 
enough experience under his 
belt to successfully compete 
at the varsity level his senior 
year. He commented on the 
transition from thirds to varsi-
ty, “It was a rush, but the pro-
cess was really fun and excit-
ing. I also strongly believe that 
the great leadership from the 
captains helped a lot with both 
the team growth and my own 
growth as a player.” He noted 
that captains Will Van Allen 

’16 and Dylan Muldoon ’17 
were particularly influential.

Chiazam Nzeako ’17 also 
moved up from Thirds to Var-
sity, but his path to the top may 
have posed an especially great 
challenge. “Personally, it’s a 
pretty big achievement. Before 
coming to Choate, I never re-
ally played any competitive 
VSRUWV�� GH¿QLWHO\� QRWKLQJ� DV�
serious as a varsity-level sport. 
Going from not even making 
7KLUGV�P\�¿UVW�\HDU�WR�SOD\LQJ�
in Varsity’s starting seven is a 
massive achievement.” 

Nzeako noted that it took 
hours and hours of work on 
and off the court to get himself 
in a position to even make the 
team. By attending a squash 
camp at Brown University dur-
ing his sophomore summer, 
Nzeako improved his technical, 
on-court skills and found him-
self well-equipped to compete 
on JV after being cut from the 
program just the year before. 
+LV� GH¿QLQJ� FKDUDFWHULVWLF� LV�
work ethic, as many would 
have simply pursued a different 
sport if they were cut entirely 
from a program. Yet Nzeako 
continues to enhance his abil-
ity, even after making Varsity. 
“I’m going back to the basics 
and making sure that I’m ca-
pable of doing all the simple 

movements in squash, because 
all the best players have their 
mechanics down perfectly.” 

Coach Morris would agree 
with the importance of nailing 
the basics. He said, “This year’s 
JURXS�RI�VHQLRUV�EHQH¿WWHG�IURP�
the squash program’s approach, 
where they learned the funda-
mentals on Thirds and JV, and 
UH¿QHG�WKHLU�VNLOOV�RQ�9DUVLW\�´

Alongside O’Donnell and 
Nzeako are Charles Bellemare 
’17, Andrew Kim ’17, and Lean-
der Vergara ’17, who all com-
pete at the varsity level despite 
starting on Thirds. Coach Mor-
ris explained that these cir-
cumstances have never proved 
to be a disadvantage for the 
WHDP�� ³:H� DUH� DEOH� WR� ¿HOG� D�
competitive program each sea-
son, and we consistently qual-
ify for the top tier of the New 
England tournament. So, while 
our philosophy may not lead 
to a championship every year, 
we are able to hold our own 
against schools that do more 
extensive recruiting.”

The Thirds-to-Varsity feat is 
relatively unheard of in any sport 
on campus, making the boys’ 
achievements outstanding in the 
scheme of Choate athletics.

Eben Cook may be reached at 
ecook18@choate.edu

FIELD 
REPORT

Saturday Games

Wednesday Games

Boys’ Ice Hockey (8-14-2)
falls to Ta!, 3-2

Girls’ Basketball (17-8-0)
beats Kent, 64-33

Boys’ Basketball (11-12-0)
beats Millbrook, 45-42

Boys’ Squash (6-14-0)
falls to Deerfield, 1-6

Girls’ Ice Hockey (10-7-2)
beats Hotchkiss, 1-0

Girls’ Squash (16-5-0)
falls to Deerfield, 0-7

Boys’ Ice Hockey (8-14-2)
falls to Loomis, 1-4

Girls’ Ice Hockey (10-7-2)
falls to Ta!, 1-5

Boys’ Squash (6-14-0)
falls to Westminster, 2-5

Girls’ Squash (16-5-0)
falls to Andover, 3-4

Coach Kyle Di Tieri is one of 
the few people on campus with 
fencing experience – 12 years of it 
in total, three of which were spent 
fencing competitively. He is cur-
rently coaching students the fun-
damentals of fencing in Choate’s 
winter-term intramural program. 

Coach Di Tieri said that his 
focus in coaching intramural 
fencing is to help kids find the 
love for fencing and gain a safe 
understanding of the sport. 
“Intramural fencing is mainly 
about teaching kids the sport — 
what it is, how to compete, how 
to take care of equipment,” he 
said. He added that the reason 
fencing is an intramural pro-
gram at Choate is that he is also 
an active part of the robotics 
team; he  wants to ensure that 
the robotics team is in a steady 
place before shifting his focus 
to fencing. Regardless, Coach 
Di Tieri said that he will con-
tinue coaching until all the kids 
are able to fence by themselves. 

As of right now, there are 16 
kids in the fencing program. With 
RQO\�WZR�FRDFKHV��LW�FDQ�EH�GLI¿FXOW�
to manage that many students, 
particularly when so many are 
new to the sport. Coach Di Tieri 
stated that the most critical aspect 

of the program is safety, and if it 
grows to 20 students, he may need 
to start limiting numbers.

Coach Di Tieri mentioned 
that, in the future, if he man-
aged to transform intramural 
fencing into an interscholastic 
sport, he would start recruiting 
students for the program.

But as of right now, Coach 
Di Tieri is happy with the fenc-
ing program being intramural 
because it allows for a more 
relaxed coaching style, and this 
can be helpful for students who 
have never fenced. However, 
he has coached interscholas-
tic fencing before. He empha-
sized that he enjoyed coaching 
competitive fencing very much 
because he was able to really 
push the team and help them 
learn at a faster pace. Coach Di 
Tieri also found that he enjoys 
seeing kids’ love of the sport 
evolve around competition. 

Intramural fencing is an 
exciting sport that is growing 
in popularity at Choate. The 
program is lucky to have Coach 
Di Tieri at its helm, as his ex-
perience and passion for the 
sport make him a tremendous 
resource for students looking 
to develop their fencing skills.

By Isabel So ’20
Reporter

Isabel So may be reached at 
iso20@choate.edu

A big-time recruit from 
Sparta, New Jersey, and a two-
season varsity athlete, Colin 
Myles ’17 has been a real asset 
to Choate’s football and wres-
tling teams this year.  Coming 
in as a postgraduate has given 
Myles an opportunity to en-
KDQFH�KLV�VNLOOV�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�
on the mat for one more year, 
which he hopes will pay off as 
he looks towards college.

Sarah Gurevitch ’19: 
How did you get the idea of 
taking a PG year at Choate?

Colin Myles ’17: A friend 
of mine has a father who did 
a PG year at another prep 
school.  He introduced the 
idea to me and it all happened 
after that.

SG: How would you de-
scribe your experience enter-
ing Choate as PG?

CM: Coming in as a PG 
ZDV� KDUG� DW� ¿UVW� EHFDXVH� LW�
took time to readjust to going 
back to high school after I had 
already graduated. But once 
I found my friend group and 
befriended a lot of other PGs, I 
ZDV�¿QH���,�IRXQG�WKDW�DV�ORQJ�DV�
you are willing to make friends 
here at Choate, it isn’t too hard 
to do so.  I was able to adjust 
TXLFNO\�DQG�¿W�ULJKW�RQ�LQ�

SG: How have you been ad-
justing to the academic, athlet-
ic, and social aspects of Choate?

CM: Honestly, the academ-
ics here have challenged me, as 
Choate is way more rigorous 
than my previous school.  I have 
really had to learn good time 
management skills because I 
have to balance a tough academ-
ic schedule with athletics.  But 
once I was able to set my priori-
ties straight, I had no issues.

SG: What sport did you 
take a postgrad year for?

CM: I was recruited for 
football, but I also wrestle.  
Being able to develop my skills 
for another year has proved 
to be really beneficial for me. 
I’m excited to see where it will 
take me.

SG: How have football and 
wrestling impacted your life?

CM: Football and wrestling 

have actually greatly impacted 
my life. I have been playing 
football since the 5th grade and 
I just started wrestling last 
year. These sports are what al-
lowed me to attend an amazing 
school like Choate, and I am 
forever grateful for that oppor-
tunity.  Without sports, I cer-
tainly wouldn’t be going to the 
places where I am headed. 

SG: What are some of the 
best moments you have experi-
enced on the football and wres-
tling teams?

CM: The best moment on 
the football team has to be win-
ning the New England Cham-
pionship for the third time in 
a row.  Wrestling is different in 
that there isn’t just one thing 
that stands out.  I’ve enjoyed 
practices, the people on the 
team, and doing well at our 
matches. I just love the athletic 
programs here at Choate.

SG: How do football and 
wrestling at Choate compare 

to the programs at your previ-
ous school?

CM: The football programs 
are pretty similar.  My previous 
school had a very good football 
team and an intense program 
like Choate.  Wrestling is pret-
ty different because there’s a 
lot more traveling involved and 
bigger tournaments.

SG: Do you have any role 
models? What are your phi-
losophies or life mottos?

CM: Zack Rey, who is wres-
tling in Iran at the moment, 
is my athletic role model.  He 
grew up in the next town over 
from me.  He went on to be a 
national champ and he wrestles 
for the U.S. Olympic team, but 
an overall life role model of 
mine is my father.  He has al-
ways worked very hard for ev-
erything he has.  My dad doesn’t 
come from a very well-educated 
or wealthy background but his 
hard work has always provided 
for my family, and I just respect 
him so much. In terms of a phi-
losophy, my saying is to always 
make sure you’re working hard-
er than the other guys.  I really 
believe in hard work.

INSIGHT INTO 
INTR AMUR AL FENCING

Sarah Gurevitch may be reached 
at sgurevitch19@choate.edu

By Sarah Gurevitch ’19
Sta! Reporter

Photo courtesy of Ross Mortensen

 POSTGRAD PROFILE

Girls’ Basketball (17-8-0)
New England 8 Finals, 2nd of 8 

Boys’ Basketball (11-12-0)
falls to Hotchkiss, 50-61

Boys’ Swimming (7-2-0)
beats Hotchkiss, 93.5-82.5

Girls’ Swimming (7-2-0)
beats Hotchkiss, 90-86

Mr. Abdul-Rahim clears the bar at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Trials.
Photo courtesy of RV Goddess

By Eben Cook ’18
Associate Editor

Being able to develop 
my skills for another 
year has proved to be 
really beneficial for me.

Colin Myles ’17

“Passionate” and “enthusi-
astic” only begin to describe the 
attitude of Mr. Mustafa “Mus” 
Abdul-Rahim, Choate’s new 
mathematics teacher, basketball 
coach, and track coach. Whether 
in the classroom or on the court, 
WKH� ¿UH� LQVLGH� KLP� LQVSLUHV� RWK-
ers to put 100% into all endeav-
RUV��0U��$EGXO�5DKLP¶V�LQÀXHQFH�
makes him an incredibly effective 
coach, but who was Mr. Abdul-
Rahim before arriving at Choate?

He grew up in Jamaica West 
Indies, where he lived for seven 
years until he and his family 
moved to Brookline, Massachu-
setts. His love of athletics began in 
Jamaica, where he played several 
different sports. “Growing up I 
played soccer, basketball, football, 
baseball, cricket, and track and 
¿HOG�´�$EGXO�5DKLP�FRPPHQWHG��
“My time in Jamaica really solidi-
¿HG�P\�ORYH�RI�WUDFN�´

Mr. Abdul-Rahim would 
eventually make his way to the 
big stage at Dartmouth College, 
where he majored in engineering 
and went on to become the fourth 
African-American at Dartmouth 
to be named Academic All-Ivy in 
the school’s history. Of course, he 
also competed on the track and 
¿HOG�WHDP��+H�ZDV�DZDUGHG�'DUW-
mouth Athlete of the Year twice, 
and was a four-time NCAA Divi-
sion I All-American. In 2004, he 
broke an Ivy League decathlon 
record that had stood for 19 years. 
It was his career best, 7,936 
points, on the fringe of the 
8,000 points needed to qualify 
for the Olympics in Athens that 
year. Mr. Abdul-Rahim would 
compete in the Olympic Trials 
twice during his career.

Now a math teacher here at 
Choate, Mr. Abdul-Rahim en-
joys the environment a board-
ing school brings to the table: 
“Boarding schools offer me the 
opportunity to form strong bonds 
with students and have an im-
pact beyond the classroom.” This 
winter term, Mr. Abdul-Rahim 
became one of the three coaches 
of Boys’ JV Basketball, who cur-
rently sit at a rather impres-
sive record of 9-6 heading into 
WRQLJKW¶V� VHDVRQ� ¿QDOH� YHUVXV�
'HHU¿HOG��7KLV�VHDVRQ�LV�WKH�¿UVW�
time Mr. Abdul-Rahim has ever 
coached basketball. “I have a lot 
of love for the game. This whole 
season has been a memorable ex-
perience for me,” Abdul-Rahim 
exclaimed. “It has been great to 
watch the team grow. The play-
ers have learned a lot about bas-
ketball and their own capabilities 
throughout the season.”

In addition to coaching bas-
ketball at the junior varsity level, 
Mr. Abdul-Rahim will be one of 
WKH�FRDFKHV�RI�WKH�WUDFN�DQG�¿HOG�
team this spring. In general, he 
has enjoyed the thrill of coaching 
high school students. “Coach-
ing has always been a passion 
of mine,” Mr. Abdul-Rahim 
stated. “High school students 
are hungry to learn — they are 
still developing skills and they 
are receptive to strong coaching, 
teaching, and leadership.”

All in all, the heart that Coach 
Mus puts into his teaching and 
his coaching cannot be matched. 
His experience and passion cer-
WDLQO\� OLJKW� D� ¿UH� XQGHU� KLV� DWK-
letes, motivating them to put all 
the energy they have into prac-
tices and games. 
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