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Purefoy-
Craig Wins
Pratt-
Packard

By Christine Mason '19
Associate Editor

On Tuesday, February 13,
this year’s Pratt-Packard Dec-
lamation finalists shared their
speeches with the Choate com-
munity during school meeting.
This year’s winner was Medina
Purefoy-Craig ’20, followed by
Samantha Stevenson ‘19, Han-
nah Huddleston 19, and Sabas-
tian Chacon ’19. The four final-
ists were chosen by a group of
faculty members after submit-
ting their speeches to the con-
test and making it through the
semi-finals.

Mr. Ed S. McCatty, an En-
glish teacher, who is in charge
of Pratt-Packard for the second
year, described the contest as a
long-standing tradition creat-
ed because “Choate used to be
known as a school that prided
itself on public speaking.” He
spoke of the great opportunity
that the contest provides, but
added that the most challenging
aspect of the contest is “for the
students to present their speech-
es in front of the whole school.”
Nevertheless, each of the four
finalists amazed the School by
linking a personal story to the
larger world.

Purefoy-Craig, the only soph-
omore among the Pratt-Packard
finalists, spoke about her search
for identity and the struggles
that have come with such a pur-
suit. Purefoy-Craig’s speech was
not solely written for the com-
petition alone; she explained,
“I originally had written part of
my speech for an English assign-
ment.” The prompt for the essay
was, “Write about an epipha-
ny you've had.” Because Pure-
foy-Craig so coherently wrote
about the realization of her
identity, her teacher, Ms. Brooke
Fichera, encouraged her to ex-
pand the written work.

See PRATT-PACKARD, Page 2

By Vincenzo DiNatale '19
Associate Editor

Last Tuesday night, stu-
dents and faculty hurried to the
PMAC to see a riveting presen-
tation from world renowned
filmmaker Mr. Ken Burns. A
part of the Ambassador S. Da-
vis Phillips 61 Family Lecture-
ship, Mr. Burns was invited to
campus to offer insight on his
astounding documentaries and
fascinating backstory.

Mr. Burns was born in 1953
in Brooklyn, New York, and
is well known on campus for
an iMovie feature — the “Ken

Burns effect." However, aside
from inspiring the tool that sub-
stantially increases the quali-
ty of Choate students’ history
projects, Mr. Burns’s reputation
truly lies in producing dozens of
astonishing documentaries.
The program opened with a
synopsis of Mr. Burns’s works,

which featured clips from
Brooklyn Bridge, The Civil
War, Prohibition, Baseball,

Jazz, The West, Cancer: The
Emperor of All Maladies, and
The Vietnam War.

Prior to producing these
films, Mr. Burns was a cine-
matographer for the BBC and

worked for Italian Television.
His first film, The Brooklyn
Bridge, was inspired by David
McCullough’s book The Great
Bridge. The film eventual-
ly earned an Academy Award
nomination for Best Documen-
tary. Later, in 1985, Mr. Burns
received an Oscar nomina-
tion for The Statue of Liberty.
However, Mr. Burns’s success
did not end there. In 40 years
of making films, he has been
awarded 30 honorary degrees.
Mr. Burns’s most recent
work, The Vietham War, was
released in September, 2017.
The introduction to the 18-

CHOATE WELCOMES FILMMAKER KEN BURNS
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hour series was showed during
the program. Aside from the
applause The Vietnam War re-
ceived from students and facul-
ty, it also garnered national rec-
ognition. According to Esquire,
it is “perhaps the most defini-
tive cinematic depiction of the
complex and controversial top-
ic.” The Washington Post said,
“The experience of watching
The Vietnam War includes ter-
ror, horror, disbelief, discovery,
disgust, marvel, pride, ambiva-
lence and tears.” The film critic
and historian David Thomson
called it "the best film I have
ever seen.”

OnFebruary 20, Elliot Sawyer-Kaplan '18 and Ananya Karanam '18 interviewed Ken Burns on the PMAC main stage. Earlierin the day, Burns spoke with studentsin the Sally Hart Lodge.

Bringing Mr. Burns to cam-
pus was largely the inspiration
of Mr. John Connelly, a Cho-
ate HPRSS teacher, and Ms.
Lorraine Connelly, the school's
Associate Director for Market-
ing and Media. The pair worked
closely with Ambassador Phil-
lips, the School’s Special Pro-
grams Committee, and Mr.
Burns’s company, Florentine
Films.

Before The Vietnam War
was released, Mr. and Mrs.
Connelly heard Mr. Burns speak
about the documentary at a

See KEN BURNS, Page 2

PARENTS WELCOMED TO CAMPUS FOR
COLLEGE INFORMATION WEEKEND

Illustration by Chandler Littleford/The Choate News

College Weekend helps families better understand the college process.

By Owen Collins ’19
Associate Editor

Last weekend, from Friday,
February 16, to Sunday, February
18, the College Counseling Office
held the annual College Informa-
tion Weekend for both parents
and students of the fourth and
fifth form. The College Informa-

tion Weekend gives fourth and
fifth form students and parents
an early look into the college pro-
cess. The weekend has been go-
ing on at Choate for quite a while,
and it predates all current col-
lege counselors here on campus.
The structure of the weekend
has changed over the years but
has remained under the current

structure for the past four years.
The weekend began with a parent
and guardian social gathering at
the Sally Hart Lodge & Alumni
Center. Sponsored by the Par-
ent Relations Office, parents and
guardians who were already on
campus were invited to an infor-
mal get-together.

The weekend truly began on
Saturday, when fourth and fifth
form parents attended a number
of events and sessions about the
ins and outs of applying to college.
The day began in the Paul Mellon
Arts Center, where students and
their parents were present for a
panel of college admissions offi-
cers who talked about the college
process. The admissions officers
this year were Mr. Manuel Car-
ballo, Director of Admissions and
Financial Aid at Oberlin College;
Ms. Joy St. John, Dean of Admis-
sion and Financial Aid at Welles-

See COLLEGE PROCESS, Page 2

Cammuniz‘y Service Requirement To Be

Distributed Evenly Over Four Years

By Kate Spencer '20
Staff Reporter

Along with the additional en-
trance tests for Choate applicants,
starting this fall, students matric-
ulating at Choate will experience
new diploma requirements. The
requirements will ask students to
complete ten hours of community
service each year, not, as it is now,
a total of thirty hours throughout
their career.

Director of Community Ser-
vice Ms. Melissa Koomson creat-
ed the new system along with stu-
dent, faculty, and administrative
input. Ms. Koomson said of the
new system, which was approved
by three quarters of the faculty,
“We are really trying to empha-
size that it is community service,
and it should be very much en-
gagement-based interaction with
people. It is not volunteering to
complete hours, or just doing
task oriented things like sweep-
ing, raking, or doing things on an

assembly line. Students are really
evaluating their place in society.”
Students can complete the
new requirement of ten hours per
year either during the academic
year or over the summer. “This
requirement change is not for
any current students. It is only
for new students that matriculate
next year,” added Ms. Koomson.
“The summer before a third for-
mer arrives, they can do their ten
hours and then focus on school-
work during the academic year.
Students could definitely do all of
their hours in each incremental
summer, but we are asking for the
reflection to be written within a
month of the community service.”
The change in community
service requirements originates
from a program analysis last year
that proposed recommendations
that service become a more sig-
nificant part of a student’s expe-
rience. Ms. Koomson said, “There
were recommendations in the re-
view that community service be-

come a more integral part of the
Choate education.” Ms. Koomson
wanted to make sure that the re-
quirement wasn’t just something
that students could coast through
to get done; she wanted to make it
a real experience.

As the community service
requirements were reconsid-
ered, various Choate groups
contributed to the formation
of the proposal. “I shared the
proposal with the deans before
it went to senior officers,” said
Ms. Koomson. “Senior officers
had to sign off on it, and then
all of the faculty had to vote on
it. Before that, I had shared the
proposal with some students
such as members of the student
council to get their input. Over-
all, people have been really sup-
portive of it and have felt like
this is not a huge change.”
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PRATIT-PACKARD FINALISTS DELIVER
INSPIRING SPEECHES TO STUDENT BODY

Photo by Kathryn Phillips/The Choate News

Medina Purefoy-Craig '19 won first place in this year's contest.

Continued from Page 1

Stevenson took a different
approach to her speech, talking
about her 21-year-old brother
Taylor, who lives with a mental
disability that makes speaking
and other activities difficult.
She opened the speech with a
story about shining a flashlight
through a person’s hand, creat-
ing the analogy that many of us
are alike despite how different
we may appear on the outside.
She explained, “We often judge
people without taking a second
glance.” Stevenson also recog-
nized the unfair disadvantages
that come with mental disabil-
ities: “Taylor is inherently de-
prived of the life that everyone
should be privileged to.”

Huddleston’s speech ex-
plored the idea of the United
States’ image, answering the
question, “What does it mean
to be American?” She told an
inspiring story about biking
across the country and witness-
ing many different cultures and
people. In one particularly pow-
erful moment, Huddleston ex-
plained that she did not under-
stand religion before meeting
people who relied on it. In the
end, she came to the conclusion

that “it’s impossible to general-
ize a whole group of people.”

Chacon spoke of the gradu-
al gentrification of Inglewood,
California, a place that has been
special to him for many years.
He discussed the destruction of
his hometown by wealthy peo-
ple who pushed out the poorer
Hispanic and Latinx communi-
ty. Additionally, he spoke of the
construction of an arena and
football stadium in Inglewood;
these additions would be con-
structed to appease tourists,
but would destroy the homes
of many people native to In-
glewood. When speaking of the
movement of Inglewood’s res-
idents, he said, “These people
don’t disappear or change. They
only move.”

Chacon said that he decided
to take part in Pratt-Packard be-
cause he was inspired by Rich-
ard Lopez’s "18 speech from last
year, as he saw it as an opening
for voices of minorities. Chacon
summed up this idea, saying, “I
see something that I don’t find
right, and I want to say some-
thing about it.”

The finalists’ speeches did
not fail to mesmerize the Cho-
ate community; however, reach-
ing the final product of these

speeches did not come without
difficulties. Chacon said, “I re-
member the day of the second
round, and thinking, ‘T hate
my speech.” He then strove to
make his speech more empow-
ering by making it more person-
al, despite the emotional chal-
lenge he had with putting such a
spotlight on Inglewood. Once he
reworked his speech and made
it to the PMAC Main Stage, he
said, “When I was up there, ev-
erything felt right.”

Stevenson faced a different
challenge in the competition,
which was the delivery of her
speech to the community. She
was worried how her speech
would be accepted, as well as
how it would compare to the
others in the competition. “In
the end, you just have to do the
best that you can do regardless
of others,” she said.

While Purefoy-Craig’s speech
began as an English assignment,
the final speech was the product of
three drafts. In terms of the chal-
lenges she had in the contest, she
said, “The hardest part was the
emotional aspect of it.”

Christine Mason
may be reached at
cmasonl9@choate.edu

Fifth Formers and Families Begin Navigating College Process

Continued from Page 1

ley College; Mr. Jon Westover,
Senior Associate Director of Ad-
missions at University of Mas-
sachusetts, Ambherst; and Mr.
Jonathan Williams, Associate
Dean/Director of Admissions at
New York University. Ms. Marcia
Landesman, Choate’s Director of
College Counseling, moderated
the panel.

The panel spoke of what
makes a good candidate and how
students can showcase that to
colleges. “We invite deans and
directors of admission from a
cross-section of colleges and uni-
versities,” said Ms. Landesman.
“We like to have representation
from urban and rural schools,
research universities and small
liberal arts colleges, public and
private schools, and single-sex
schools.” Dean St. John was the
only panelist from this year to
have spoken in years prior; all the
other panelists have not spoken
at College Information Weekend.

Ms. Landesman emphasized
that the group came simply to
help. “They are not here to talk
about or promote the colleges
they work for,” she explained.
“They are here to provide general
information and advice regarding
the college admission process.”

After the first meeting, par-
ents attended mock admissions
committee meetings across
campus, where an admission
officer and a college counselor
led parents through a simu-
lated meeting. They reviewed
several fictional applications,
allowing parents an inside look
at how certain admissions deci-
sions are made. Later, parents
of fourth-form students were
given an overview of Choate’s
college-counseling program. Al-
though their children will not
be given college counselors until
winter-term of the students’ ju-
nior year, parents seemed excit-
ed to begin to familiarize them-
selves with what can often feel
like a daunting process.

After the college counseling
overview, the fourth form par-
ents headed to lunch while the
fifth form parents went to small
group meetings, which were led
by the college counselor of their
child. “This is an opportunity for
parents to learn about the coun-
selor’s philosophy, counseling
style, and what to expect over
the course of the next year or
so,” commented Ms. Landesman
on the meeting. She continued,
“While all of the programming
is important, we find that this
meeting is especially helpful for
parents.” After this, all parents
reconvened at the auditorium in
the PMAC for an explanation on
how to find the right college for
a student and an introduction to
Naviance, the software that the
College Counseling Office uses.
An emphasis was placed on how
a student’s goals fit with a certain
institution. The format of College
Information Weekend was once
much longer, where it took place
all day on Saturday, with addi-

tional meetings for the parents on
Sundays. As feedback was given
about this former structure, the
College Counseling Office learned
that it was simply too much for
those who came. Parents who
attended found it to be too much
information, which led to the
shortening of the weekend. “The
feedback about the current length
and timing is positive,” stated Ms.
Landesman on whether or not
the structure would be changed
in the future.

Brent Valentine ’19 attend-
ed the Saturday morning panel,
and it exceeded his expecta-
tions. He said, “I was thorough-
ly surprised. It had good infor-
mation, and I was definitely
impressed by the team that they
selected to talk and the diversity
of the colleges that they selected
as well.” Despite this, he added,
“There was only one question
about athletics, and I think ath-
letics pertains to a large ma-
jority of the school.” Valentine
had hoped that there would be

more questions about athletics
and their impact on admissions,
something that will apply to
many Choate students.

Though the students are
the ones who go through the
college process, the parents
attended the majority of the
weekend’s events. Ms. Landes-
man explained, “This week-
end is beneficial for students,
but geared primarily toward
parents. Much of what is dis-
cussed during the weekend
will be covered [with students]
by counselors in group and
one-on-one meetings.”

The parents of the stu-
dents certainly received a large
amount of information this
past weekend, and when asked
what parents could do now,
Ms. Landesman answered,
“Support their child through
the college search and admis-
sion process.”

Owen Collins may be reached
at ocollins19@choate.edu

Communiz‘y Service
Requirement Changes

Continued from Page 1

states that the requirement is
meant to “inspire and empower
Choate students to positively im-
pact local and global communi-
ties of service.” It continues, “We
encourage students to develop
a deeper understanding of their
own identity and privileges.”

The statement goes on to
stress the importance of “promot-
ing sympathetic engagement and
collaboration between individu-
als both within and beyond Cho-
ate’s diverse community, teaching
awareness of social justice and
the responsibility of environmen-
tal stewardship, and facilitating
participation and the solution to
real world problems and fosters a
lifelong commitment to thought-
ful and responsible action.” Ms.
Koomson said, “We wanted to
get this language in the forefront
of people’s minds to think about
what community service means.”

The change to community
service expectations is expected
to bring a deeper understanding
of service to the Choate com-
munity. “It is really great to see
the students’ excitement about
something come to fruition for a
student: to hear them say, T went
into this thinking that I would just
check off some hours, but this per-

son that I interacted with in my
project really made an impact on
me and we really connected,” ex-
plained Ms. Koomson. “I am also
very excited for students to learn
the difference between reporting
and reflecting. A lot of times I will
get a step-by-step report by the
student, whereas we want the re-
flection piece, which is more of ex-
plaining why a given organization
needs to be in place.”

The written reflection compo-
nent of the community service re-
quirement will remain the same in
format, but the School hopes that
the shift in how hours are earned
will inspire a deeper understand-
ing of the work students are doing,
“Reflections get at understanding
the crux of whatever the issues may
be and why such an organization is
needed. They also reflect on the
impact that you as a server have
had on a community, as well as
the impact that the community has
had on you,” Ms. Koomson added.

“I get really excited to see what
students do and where they do it,
whether that be here in Walling-
ford or across the globe,” conclud-
ed Ms. Koomson. “We want stu-
dents to see the bigger picture and
how they can change the world.”

Kate Spencer may be reached
at kspencer20@choate.edu

By Brandon Zhang '20
News Reporter

Almost a month and a half
after the Gregorian calendar
announced the arrival of 2018,
the people of China celebrated
Lunar New Year, the begin-
ning of the Year of the Dog. In
Chinese culture, it is the most
important holiday culturally,
and it gives families a time
and reason to reunite. During
this time of the year, millions
of people leave their adopted
cities to traverse miles back to
their hometowns to celebrate
the New Year with their old
communities.

At Choate, to celebrate the
Lunar New Year, the Chinese
Club and the Asian Student
Association, along with oth-
er clubs, sponsor an annual
Lunar Banquet. This banquet
gives an opportunity for the
Chinese community on cam-
pus to recreate the communi-
ty feeling of a family gathering
at home. Though thousands of
miles away from home, stu-
dents celebrate this time of
the year with members of the
community and to have food
familiar to home. The banquet
also provides an opportunity
to raise appreciation for Asian

LUNAR BANQUET WELCOMES
THE YEAR OF THE DOG
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Students enjoyed Asian culture and food at the annual Lunar Banquet.

culture, enjoy Asian food, and
have fun with friends. An-
gelina Heyler ’18, a cabinet
member of the Chinese Club
on campus, said, “We hope
that the Lunar Banquet was a
chance for students of all dif-
ferent cultures to celebrate the
holiday with us.”

The Lunar Banquet had
food mainly from Formosa, a
popular Asian fusion restau-
rant in North Haven, which
serves items including dump-
lings, sushi, Korean rice cakes,
and fried rice. Heather Shao
’19, a cabinet member of the
Asian Students Association,

said that “SAGE also helped
with a lot of the setup, tables,
and linens, and they also pro-
vided the ice cream.”

With the allure of good
food and new cultural expe-
riences, the Lunar Banquet
drew people from all over
campus to attend. Samu-
el Maldonado ’20 said, “The
food was great. There were so
many different types of Asian
Cuisine. The 12 dollars were
definitely worth it.”

Brandon Zhang
may be reached at
bzhang20@choate.edu

Ken
Burns
Visits

Campus

Continued from Page 1

talk sponsored by the New York
Times, in June of 2017. The Con-
nellys decision to invite Mr. Burns
to Choate was in large part due to
Mr. Burns’s ability to channel his
strong historical perspective into
filmmaking. “Mr. Burns’s per-
spectives on historical sensibil-
ities and his skillfully produced
documentaries — particularly The
Viethnam War series — figured
significantly in our decision to
invite Ken Burns to come to Cho-
ate Rosemary Hall,” Mr. Connelly
said.

Mr. Connelly continued,
“Without question, Mr. Burns’s
documentaries provide unique-
ly palpable ways to encounter
history, especially the different
perspectives and voices that are
important parts of the historical
narrative.”

On the importance of Mr.
Burns’s work, Mr. Connelly said,
“Mr. Burns’s documentaries are
all about revealing the fuller
truths of history.” He continued,
“Whether the subject is the Viet-
nam War, the Civil War, or Prohi-
bition, that is, perhaps, the most
enduring lesson that one can
learn from his work.”

Mr. Burns has several ties to
Choate. Choate alumnus Mr. Don
MacKinnon ’86 is Mr. Burns’s
digital curator. In addition, a cur-
rent Choate parent, Ms. Sheryl
Shade P’19, has known Mr. Burns
for several years. Ms. Shade and
Mr. Mackinnon helped coordi-
nate Mr. Burns’s visit to campus.

During the program, Mr.
Burns addressed a wide array of
topics, from his latest film to the
importance of exploring history.

Mr. Burns recounted his expe-
rience making the film and admit-
ted that he was dumbfounded by
the lack of knowledge he had pri-
or to making The Vietnam War.
“I was humiliated by what I didn’t
know,” Mr. Burns said.

I am so privileged
to have had the
opportunity to speak
with him and learn
from him.

Charlie Yockey '19

Additionally, Mr. Burns dis-
cussed his views on history. He
explained to the community that
although history doesn’t repeat it-
self, human nature does. This aspect
of the program seemed to resonate
with the community and become a
topic of conversation among stu-
dents and faculty.

Students left the PMAC in awe.
Charlie Yockey '19 said, “He exceed-
ed my high expectations tenfold,
and I was absolutely floored by his
commentary at both the reception
and during his lecture. He seems
to be both a brilliant historian and
documentarian — the full package."

Yockey went on, "Furthermore,
he is extraordinarily thoughtful
about how he shares his stories and
cognizant of the complexity of his-
tory. The respect he brings to the
discipline amazes me, and I am so
privileged to have had the oppor-
tunity to speak with him and learn
from him. He is mindful of the im-
pact his work has on the population
and his energy was palpable; he
truly cares.”

Ellie Latham ’18 agreed. “He
was articulate, intelligent, funny,
interesting, relevant — literally ev-
erything you can ask for in a speak-
er," she said. "I think a lot of my
peers were concerned that a histo-
rian might be boring, but they were
100% proven wrong. A lot of the
time history gets a reputation for
being not useful and relevant to the
present day, and I think Ken Burns
absolutely proved it wrong.”

Vincenzo DiNatale
may be reached at
vdinatalel9@choate.edu
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ONE BOOK, ONE WALLINGFORD PROGRAM
UNITES COMMUNITY IN READING

By Abbie Chang ’19
Associate Editor

It can be difficult to get every
one of the nearly 900 students at
Choate to read the required sum-
mer-reading book. The Walling-
ford Public Library (WPL) has
taken on an even tougher task:
it’s invited all of the more than
45,000 Wallingford residents
to pick up a copy of The Reason
You're Alive, by Matthew Quick,
as part of its One Book, One
Wallingford program.

One Book, One Walling-
ford is an initiative to promote
discussion among Wallingford
community members concern-
ing the themes presented in a
particular book. To aid produc-
tive conversation, the WPL has
coordinated a series of related
programs to provide readers
with a greater contextual under-
standing of the novel. The pro-
gram will culminate with a visit
from the author, who will speak
this spring in Choate’s Paul Mel-
lon Arts Center (PMAC).

“It was something that I've
been wanting to do here for quite
a while,” said Wallingford Public
Library Director Jane Fisher. As
Ms. Fisher and the library’s Head
of Adult Programming Ms. Julie
Rio explained, the concept of an
all-town read was the brainchild
of Seattle librarian Nancy Pearl
in 1998. The Wallingford Public
Library has been planning for the
launch of the program since June
of 2017. “We're a strong reading
community. There are people
waiting outside our door every
day when we open,” said Ms.
Fisher. “We already know that
we have a community that likes
to read, and I think we’ve seen

F’
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Matthew Quick’s novel The Reason You're Alive is the first pick of the Wallingford library’s new book club.

in recent years that we have a
community that likes to come
together to talk about what
they’re reading.”

A planning committee was
tasked with organizing all as-
pects of the event, including the
choice of book, types of related
programming, and event loca-
tions. Rio attested to the experi-
ence of inviting author Mr. Mat-
thew Quick for the One Book,
One Wallingford finale, saying,
“Every author is different. Some
want you to go through their
publicist; some want you to go
through their administrative

assistant; some want you to go
through the publishing company.
So it’s a matter of figuring that
out and then contacting the right
person. Then it was coordinat-
ing between his assistant and the
PMAC to get a date that worked
for everyone.”

Mr. Quick also authored The
Silver Linings Playbook, among
other novels. He wrote The Rea-
son Youre Alive from the per-
spective of Vietnam War veteran
David Granger, who is far from
afraid to speak his mind. Grang-
er’s acerbic tone is clear from the
forefront, his opinionated nature

and use of expletives prominent
from the first page. “It’s heavy
duty. It’s not a hard read at all,
but it’s ‘politically uncomfort-
able,” commented Ms. Fisher.

Choate’s Instructional and
Digital Services Librarian Ms.
Courtney Jaser, a member of
One Book, One Wallingford’s
planning committee, added, “It’s
very political. It’s sort of about
political extremes, so I think it’s
especially important in this po-
litical climate to be talking about
those kinds of things.”

The WPL has observed that
the book has effectively fostered

conversation within the town and
even piqued the interest of some
outside of Wallingford. “Our
book is starting to really create
some buzz,” said Ms. Fisher. A
book group from a neighboring
town has also taken up The Rea-
son Youre Alive after hearing
about its role in One Book, One
Wallingford, and a few people
came from out of town to attend
one of the associated programs.

Those who may have rec-
ognized the name “One Book,
One Wallingford” likely saw the
event advertised in Choate’s An-
drew Mellon Library, at which
one of the related programming
events was held last week. This
was a presentation given by Ms.
Marianne Silva, LCSW and Dr.
Jason DeViva, Ph.D., that gave
a medical analysis of post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD). Dr.
DeViva discussed the medical
world’s developing understand-
ing of PTSD through references
to war and its effects as found
in literature dating as far back
as the Iliad. Ms. Silva described
the ways in which PTSD can be
treated, and both fielded ques-
tions from attendees.

Future One Book, One Wall-
ingford programming includes
a question and answer session
with Vietnam veterans, a discus-
sion lead by Professor Ben Kier-
nan of Yale University, and an
event held at The Eatery.

Mr. Quick will be coming to
campus on April 4 to speak to the
Wallingford community. Tickets
for this event can be found at the
Wallingford Public Library and
are free of charge.

Abbie Chang may be reached
at achangl9@choate.edu

The Dressing Room Brings New Styles to Wallingford

By Simi Sachdeva '19
Staff Reporter

A student could easily go
through four years at Choate
without really getting to know
Wallingford and the impressive
small businesses that lie within
it. This would be an opportunity
missed, as Wallingford, though
not the largest of towns, has a
vibrant assortment of restau-
rants, shops, and other estab-
lishments. One such place is The
Dressing Room, on Main Street,
in a location easily accessible to
Choate students.

The Dressing Room is a
fashionista’s dream: Beautiful
ball gowns and dresses line the
prominent window displays.
The boutique is currently owned
by Ms. Chris Rinere, the mother
of Choate alumna Ashley Rinere
10 and the third owner of the
business. The store has been
open for twenty-five years. Ms.
Rinere bought the boutique al-
most ten years ago with the in-
tention of selling her own athlet-
ic wear pieces. She did not heed
the warnings of those around
her and purchased the boutique
despite the less than ideal 2009
economy.

“I wasn’t looking to buy a
whole business,” Ms. Rinere
said, “but they were selling it as
a women'’s boutique, so I bought
it with the thought that I would
convert it to my line.” Initially,
Ms. Rinere did sell her line, but
the The Dressing Room “took on

a life of its own” as her daugh-
ter’s peers and teachers heard
about the store and became fre-
quent customers. The store has
grown since then, as it is now
twice the original size and car-
ries a range of globally known
designers. Ms. Rinere said, “It’s
really like great New York shop-
ping in Wallingford.”

Ms. Rinere’s determination
and courage has brought her
tremendous success with The
Dressing Room. Many people
were skeptical of her prospects
as a business owner in a small
town like Wallingford. “I did the
exact opposite of what people
said,” Ms. Rinere recalled with
a chuckle. With a degree in fi-
nance and a deep-rooted love of
fashion, Ms. Rinere merged her
talents to put the boutique on
the map, advertising the store on
social media and participating
in fashion shows or other com-
munity events. The store focuses
on personal connection and help-
ing customers explore their rela-
tionship with fashion. “Styling
people, that’s what we really do,”
said Ms. Rinere, continuing, “It’s
quality, it fits well, and people
keep coming back.”

The store has had a notable
influence on Wallingford, Ms.
Rinere saying, “We have changed
the fashion game around here.”
People from all over the state
come to shop at The Dressing
Room, and Choate’s clientele
brought an international pres-
ence. “People would walk in here
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The Dressing Roomis located at the corner of Main and Center Streets, just under a mile away from Choate.

that live in Hong Kong, live in
Manhattan, live in California,
and be like, ‘Wow, I can’t believe
this store is here,” and they loved
it,” Ms. Rinere explained.

The boutique owner de-
scribed Connecticut fashion
as typically two years behind,
so trends have often not been
successful in Wallingford at the
same time they are successful
in bigger cities. The store car-
ries world-renowned designers
and clothing from the West,
such as Cult of Individuality

Jeans, Suburban Riot, and Bed
Stu Boots, which are only sold
in one other brick and mortar
store in America.

The Dressing Room has
done a seamless job of weav-
ing together an on-trend, chic
store with the New England
charm of personal connection
and community. “You kind of
go on a journey with people
through their life,” Rinere ex-
plained, “I’ve been through
breast cancer with customers,
death with customers. It’s al-

ways something in people’s
lives that you are dressing
them for.”

Not long ago,a customer
entered the Dressing Room in
need of some joy, having just
come from signing her divorce
papers. Ms. Rinere showed
her a Nicole Miller Skirt. “She
put it on and it just changed
how she felt about herself and
about that day.”

Simi Sachdeva may be
reached at ssachdeval9@

Community

FEB. 24, 8:00 a.m.

Special Olympics Connecti-
cut Winter Games

Athletes from across the state
compete in Alpine skiing and
snowboarding.

Powder Ridge Mountain Park and
Resort, Middlefield
Free admission; $15 car ride

FEB. 24, 10:00 a.m.

CitySeed Indoor Farmers’
Market

Local growers offer a range of
fresh produce and other food.

Metropolitan Business Academy,
New Haven
Free admission; $30 car ride

FEB. 25, 12:00 p.m.

Wallingford Shopping and
Restaurant Shuttle

Check out an array of the town’s
eateries and shops.

Shuttle departs from St. John Hall
Free transportation

FEB. 27, 6:30 p.m.

Panel Discussion & Q&A
with Vietnam Veterans

Join the Wallingford community
for this programming event, a
part of the One Book, One Wall-
ingford series.

Wallingford Public Library
Free admission; ten-minute walk-
ing distance

FEB. 28, 3:00 p.m.

Yale University Art Gallery
Teen Program

Explore the museum’s diverse col-
lection and participate in draw-
ing, painting, and photography
sessions.

Yale University Art Gallery, New
Haven
Free admission; $30 car ride

War.rINGFORD v ACTION
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On Broadway! The Wallingford Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Mr. Phil Ventre, will perform
a selection of hits from Broadway musicals on March 4, at 2:00 p.m., in the PMAC.
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The dining room of Christo’s Restaurant & Bar offers a spare and modern aesthetic.

By Michelle Zhuang ’18
Staff Reporter

Trying to find New Haven-
style pizza in Wallingford? Look
no further than Christo’s Restau-
rant & Bar, a family-run establish-
ment that serves up classic, hearty
American-fare. Though known
for its pizza, the chicken parme-
san and shrimp dinner are also

popular orders. According to Chef
Bryan Russo, “Our mashed potato
and bacon pizza is really popular
and has taken off quite well. We
normally cook our pizza New-
Haven style — that is, well done,
but will also do light orders for our
customers. We're very accommo-
dating.” He added, “There’s whole
wheat pasta, gluten-free pizza, and
pasta. We will really try to go out

of our way to accommodate those
with dietary restrictions.” So next
weekend, if you're salivating for
some great pizza, head over to
Christo’s — or better yet, order
through the online ordering portal
and have your pizza delivered to
campus fresh out of the oven.

Michelle Zhuang may be reached
at mzhuangl8@choate.edu
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efore assuming our current
Bposts, all of us, the mem-

bers of the 111th Masthead
of The Choate News, worked for
the newspaper in a variety of
positions. As we reported, copy
edited, took pictures, and illus-
trated for the paper, we grew to
believe in the power of journal-
ism and, in particular, The Cho-
ate News’s ability to provide our
community with insight. At the
same time, we grew to believe in
ourselves — in our abilities and
in our vision for the paper.

Last spring, we concluded
our first editorial by explaining
our hopes of putting together
a paper that reflected “a single,
heterogeneous vision — ours,
yours, the community’s” by the
end of our tenures as editors. We
believe that we have stayed true
to this promise, albeit in ways
that we did not foresee.

We tasked ourselves with the
responsibility of bridging dif-
ferent communities on and off
campus. First, we led the ide-
ation, creation, and production
of Local News, a new section that

EDITORIAL

Growth, In All Its Forms

will cover events and opportuni-
ties in the town of Wallingford.
We hope that this section helps
dispel unsubstantiated accusa-
tions about Wallingford — a
community of 45,000 people of-
ten mischaracterized by Choate
students — and encourages the
School’s students and faculty to
become more active in the great-
er community. (Please refer to
Page 3 for the inaugural edition
of this section and to the Letter
from the Editor-in-Chief for a
more in-depth description of its
philosophy.)

We also tried to be alert to
the experiences that unify us as
a Choate community. For exam-
ple, we used this past Deerfield
Day as an opportunity to pub-
lish a unique front page and web
special, providing thorough cov-
erage of the historic rivalry and
analyses of this year’s games.

In an effort to promote better
communication on campus, we
strove to implement features of
professional news organizations
that we, ourselves, enjoy. Last
spring term, we initiated Weekly

Briefings, bite-sized summaries
of each week’s top stories deliv-
ered to subscribers’ inboxes. We
also began to engage with our
audience through other avenues.
Video was the most prominent
format, whether it was the Cho-
ate Favorites series, hosted by
Clay Zachary ’19, or an upcom-
ing student-led panel discus-
sion about the college applica-
tion process (to be published
next month). We envision this
panel discussion to be the first
of many, evolving into a series in
which students can address per-
tinent issues.

We would not have gone
very far without the guidance
from our beloved advisers, Mr.
Mike Peed and Ms. Cathryn
Stout. From helping us navigate
through challenging situations to
accepting last-minute requests
to edit our articles, their generos-
ity and wise counsel motivate us
to be able to have the same pres-
ence for other people in our lives.
We would also like to thank our
many interviewees — Mr. James
Stanley, Ms. Kalya Yannatos,

and Ms. Marcia Landesman, in
particullar — who generously
lend us their time and wisdom.

To our talented and ambi-
tious successors, the 112th Mast-
head: While we’re proud of what
we've accomplished during our
time in the Newsroom, we hope
that the paper will continue to
grow and change. Most impor-
tant, however, we hope you’ll
recognize that The Choate News
is fundamentally a newspaper.
Write articles and editorials that
engage our audience. Make good
use of your limited time and
space.

And to our contributors and
readers: One year, 18 sleepless
layout nights, and countless ad-
viser edits later, we have com-
pleted our tenures as editors of
The Choate News. We are able
to do something we love because
of your contribution and feed-
back. It is our greatest hope that,
if you haven't already, you, too,
find something so engaging that
you lose all track of time, and
become part of something more
than yourself.

...in with the ridiculous
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dents to be involved in affairs

beyond this school communi-
ty. Many students identify the act
of serving others as an essential
part of their lives, volunteering
locally or overseas during school
breaks. Student-led initiatives
such as Diversity Day educate
our community on important na-
tional and global issues, broaden-
ing our horizons. Choate instills
in its graduates an awareness of
and an obligation to both citizen-
ry and cosmopolitanism, evident
in the works of many alumni,
such as Kristen Clarke ’93, the
2017 Alumni Award recipient
who leads the National Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law, one of the most powerful na-
tional civil rights organizations.

However, though many stu-
dents at Choate are sensitive to
national and global issues, we fre-
quently talk about current events
as news to lament, a feeling that
often results in half-hearted
“clicktivism,” a portmanteau of
click and activism, which is com-
mon to Facebook and other social-
media sites. Sharing a message of
seeming importance, while better
than complete apathy, too often
accomplishes very little, save for
the fact that clickers feel good
about “doing their part.” Such ac-
tion allows us to essentially dis-
miss the events in our immediate
spheres. We become oblivious to
actions we can take today to bring
palpable, meaningful reforms —
a start to a would-be revolution.

Let’s move beyond the clicks.
Fighting tough problems — dedi-
cated involvement that comes
from awareness — happens be-
yond a digital screen, through real
work in our own backyards. Posts
on Facebook, Twitter, and other
forms of technology can serve
as catalysts, for sure, but physi-
cal commitment is fundamen-
tal to finding lasting solutions.

With this in mind, The Choate
News is launching a new section:
Local News (see Page 3), which

It is a Choate tradition for stu-

Letter from The Editor-in-Chief:
Local News: A Platform and Catalyst

for Community Engagement

WALLINGFORD

TOWN OF WA LLING FORD
NEW HAVEN GCOUNTY

will publish articles about news
happening beyond the borders
of our campus — for instance,
Wallingford elections, the town’s
schools, and its small businesses.
We hope that Local News will in-
spire Choate students to be more
engaged in the town and begin
to be the changes, both big and
small, that they aspire to be. To-
day in America, perhaps more
than ever, we need to try to under-
stand a neighbors a bit better. We
need to remind each other that an
optimistic outlook coupled with
initiative and active engagement
can result in meaningful change.
We are confident that Local News
can provide this civic function.

For much of this newspaper’s
history, with the exception of the
Opinions Nation/World section,
the publication has been confined
to the Choate campus, with al-
most all of our news and opinions
articles looking at events happen-

ing within the invisible boundary
that separates our students from
the outside world. Local News will
break that tradition. It will also
be a new, real-world opportunity
for students who are interested
in work that more closely re-
sembles professional journalism.

We look forward to collabo-
rating with local agencies and in-
stitutions. (Just this Wednesday,
our incoming Managing Editor,
Vincenzo DiNatale 19, attended
a meeting with Head of School
Dr. Alex Curtis and Wallingford
Mayor William Dickinson.) By
working with those who live and
work in the town we hope to
learn from them as journalists
and as students — and strength-
en the bond that connects the
School to the rest of Wallingford.

The creation of Local News
is our attempt today to get rid of
a detrimental, if somewhat in-
nocent, myopia. What comes

Graphlcs by Chandler Littleford/The Choate News

tomorrow depends, in part,
on you, collectively the true
owner of this paper, to contrib-
ute, read, and respond. We are
thrilled to be able to serve you.

A special thank you to those
who played a role in the creation
of Local News: our advisers, Mr.
Mike Peed and Ms. Cathryn Stout,
who worked to refine our ideas
and support our initiative; Ms.
Alison Cady and Mr. James Stan-
ley, who gave us invaluable sug-
gestions; and the editors on the
Local News Planning Commit-
tee — Kristen Altman 18, Grayce
Gibbs 18, Neve Scott 18, Helena
Yang 18, and Alex Yoon 19 —
who helped draft a proposal and
create the layout for Local News.

—Haley Chang ’18
Editor-in-Chief
of the 111th Masthead

My Path to the Student Council Presidency
PRESIDENT-ELECT

By Itai Mupanduki ’19
Opinions Writer

y plan to run for the stu-
dent council presidency
began to take form in the

middle of the fall term. After the
first month following our return
from summer vacation, I had a
revelation. I realized that I stood
in a unique position, one that al-

TAI MUPARDUKE

“I'WILL BE HERE TO BENEFIT YOU,
TO FACILITATE CHANGE,
AND TO WORK TO MAKE CHOATE A PLACE

have some sort of non-Sage food
available on campus, even if only
for a short period of time.

The third and final thing I fo-
cused on was the idea of students
being able to travel between
dorms for this 30-minute period
to see their friends and relax fol-
lowing a long academic day. This
idea brought me back to my time
in Memorial House when I was

WOMEN'S WASH, CUT & STYLE: $3O

*first time clients lowed me to best serve the needs

a freshman, two years ago. Dur-

WHERE THE FOCUS IS MORE ABOUT THE

26 N. Main ST., Wallingford, CT 06492
www.thebodyandsouldayspa.com
203-269-FACE

CORRECTIONS

An article last week about the Ethics Bowl incorrectly stated that
there were six juniors and seniors on the top team. In fact, there were
seven members, including Adil Oyango 20, a sophomore.

Sports

An article last week about the challenges student-athletes face at
Choate and other schools misstated the construction cost of the For-
rest E. Mars Jr. Athletic Center at Hotchkiss. The center cost roughly
$25 million, not “about a billion dollars.”

The Choate News regrets these errors.
To submit a correction, email thechoatenews@choate.edu

and interests of our student body.
As someone who participates in
varsity-level athletics, rigorous
academics, the arts program, and
club life on campus, I had come
in contact, and built friendships,
with students of varying interests,
backgrounds, and socioeconomic
statuses. Through these relation-
ships I have gained an interesting
perspective: I've how the policies
and schedules of Choate affect
many groups on campus.

This perspective led
me to prioritize certain items in
my agenda. For example, one of
the three focuses I highlighted in
my speech was the lunch break. I
chose that because I know that it
affects almost all students within
our community. Athletes lose the
ability to have a satisfactory lunch
before a grueling practice or a
Wednesday game; artists might

lose focus during rehearsals and
performances because of pangs of
hunger; and for students in gen-
eral, not having a complete meal
can affect their academic perfor-
mance. For all of these groups,
having a rushed meal or worse,
no time at all, may hurt their per-
formances.

T also focused on other pertinent
issues that affect the student body.

An example of this is the end
of the 9:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. study
break. I believe this issue holds
significant importance when it
comes to maintaining healthy
friendships on campus. Many[he
only mentions two] benefits come

STUDENTS.”

Graphics by Chandler Littleford/The Choate News

to mind when considering the re-
vampment of such a study break,
the first being the visitation as-
pect of study break. After speak-
ing with faculty members and
students I realized that, following
the removal of the study break,
there has been no actual time for
visitation between boys’ and girls’
dorms. While there is some time
between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
it is rare for a faculty adviser to
be available during this time; in
essence, visitation is impossible
during the week.

The second aspect of the
study break that is of importance
to the student body is the need to

ing the study break, my dorm-
mates and I would sit on the front
steps with members of a variety
of dorms, both boys and girls.
Perhaps we would be eating Chi-
nese food or pizza brought by the
vendors as we conversed about
the day’s events. It was because
of this that I knew I had to fight
to do everything in my power to
bring back these unique Choate
experiences.

With an agenda full of things
to fight for, I know that the presi-
dency would give me the plat-
form to best serve the needs of
the students that make up this
spectacular institution. I remain
thankful for that opportunity.

Itai Mupanduki is a fifth
former from Charleston, SC.
He may be reached at
imupanduki@choate.edu
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PELOSDS FILIBUSTER HIGHLIGHTS
NEED FOR DEMOCRATIC UNITY

Photo courtesy of The New York Times

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi speaking to reporters following her record-breaking filibuster, which lasted eight hours.

By Audrey Powell ’19
Associate Editor

n February 7, House of
ORepresentatives Minor-
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi
spoke on the House floor for
over eight hours to push for a
vote on the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro-
gram, an Obama-era initiative
that protects the children of im-
migrants who came to the Unit-
ed States illegally from being
deported. Her filibuster, now
the longest one to occur in the
House in over a century, repre-
sents the goals of the Democrat-
ic Party: to fight for the equal
rights of all Americans, regard-
less of their status on paper.
Pelosi’s ultimate goal was to
persuade Speaker of the House
Paul Ryan to grant the House of
Representatives the opportunity
to vote on the future of DACA.
In order to do this, she used the
impending spending bill that
was to be voted on following
her speech as leverage; the bill
would provide funding for the
government for two years. Af-
ter the government shutdown

that occurred on January 19 be-
cause Congress couldn’t agree
on a spending bill, many legisla-
tors were eager to enact a more
long-term solution to the issue
of government funding. The
spending bill proposed on Feb-
ruary 7 included many Demo-
cratic initiatives and priorities,
such as infrastructure, disaster
relief efforts, child care, and
aide for the opioid crisis; how-
ever, the bill lacked a promise to
preserve DACA, making it quite
controversial among the Demo-
cratic Party. To help save DACA,
Pelosi argued for the program
throughout her eight hours at
the podium, asking for a debate
on the program in exchange for
her support of the spending bill.

Though Pelosi’s goals and
effort were admirable, her lever-
age of the spending bill was ul-
timately an ineffective method
to earn a vote on DACA. Many
Democrats were already plan-
ning on supporting the bill be-
cause of its domestic spending
plans, so losing Pelosi’s vote
didn’t make a large enough dif-
ference for Republicans to be
persuaded by her argument. Ul-

timately, her filibuster seemed
to not make any concrete prog-
ress for the participants of
DACA, dubbed the Dreamers.
This seemingly ineffective at-
tempt has angered some legisla-
tors and citizens at what many
believe to be a divided and in-
competent Democratic Party.
Currently, the party is di-
vided between legislators who
want the kind of economic
progress that was included in
the spending bill and legisla-
tors like Pelosi who want to
focus on marginalized groups
like the Dreamers whose status
andrights are being questioned
by the Trump administration.
Moreover, the Democrats are
divided between strong oppo-
sitionists who believe that they
must vote against all Republi-
can bills and moderates who
want to focus on making some
progress by negotiating with
the Republicans. In this case,
Pelosi represented the oppo-
sitionists, while other Demo-
crats just wanted to pass the
spending bill first, thereby ac-
complishing several economic
goals of the party, and then

move onto a long-term debate
on DACA. These conflicting
sides illustrate the paramount
dilemma of the Democratic
Party: a lack of unification.
Even though Pelosi didn’t
achieve her terminal goal, we
must still admire and support

her overwhelmingly difficult

accomplishment. To stand
and speak without a break for
over eight hours is a feat that

takes vast amounts of courage

and determination——even
more so to speak in support of

the Dreamers.

However, the primary goal
of the Democratic Party must

be unification. The party must
be undivided in support of the
American people in order to
win back a Congressional ma-
jority in the 2018 midterms.

If the Democrats win back the
House and Senate in Novem-

ber, they will gain the power

needed to make the kind of
change Pelosi fought for in her
powerful filibuster, and more.

Audrey Powell s a fifth former
from Bronxville, NY. She may be
reached at apowelll9@choate.edu

Layoffs Won't Slow
Amazon’s Rise to Monopoly

By Nate White ’20
Opinions Writer

ver the past few weeks,
O Amazon has laid off hun-

dreds of employees from
its headquarters in Seattle.
While no official reason was
given, in a statement, Amazon
claimed that the firings were
“head count adjustments” and
that such adjustments included
“small reductions in a couple of
places and aggressive hiring in
many others.” Still, Amazon’s
layoffs were its first major re-
duction in its workforce in sev-
eral years, going against the
trend of mass-hiring that Ama-
zon underwent last year when
it added over 130,000 jobs.
Nonetheless, the firings had
some worried that they were
only the beginning of a massive
gutting of some of Amazon’s
older departments in favor of
newer areas such as its voice-
assistant, Alexa. However,
Amazon’s sudden cuts are not
something to worry about, and
its more pressing issues must
be addressed.

Certainly whenever a com-
pany begins laying off em-
ployees, it spells out bad news
for the future of the company.
However, for a company like
Amazon, which currently em-
ploys over 560,000 employees
globally, a few hundred workers
hardly make a difference in the
company as a whole. Addition-
ally, the cuts are not indicative
of a downturn in Amazon’s per-
formance or stability, but rath-
er a strategic move to move the
company forward. In fact, Ama-
zon currently has over 3,900
job listings in Seattle alone, so
clearly the overall status of the
company is not in question.

One of the more pressing
issues in the company, how-
ever, is the location of “HQ2,”
a second headquarters to help
Amazon accommodate for its
massive size and consumer
base. Amazon has played the
decision as a sort of contest be-
tween cities, giving attention to
cities and states willing to offer
tax cuts and other benefits in
order to attract the tech giant
to their city. The competition
favors larger cities that can of-
fer considerable tax cuts and
a large workforce, but many

cities, including five cities in
Connecticut, cannot compete
with the sheer size or econom-
ic strength of larger cities like
New York and Washington, DC.
Amazon opening a new head-
quarters is a non-issue, but the
method of pitting cities against
cities is somewhat indicative of
the influence the company has
in society.

On the subject of influence,
Amazon also threatens entire
industries in the U.S. via its
monopolistic tendencies. For
example, Amazon’s rise in suc-
cess considerably damaged the
bookstore industry by driving
many chains and stores out
of business. Now, seemingly
playing a cruel joke, Amazon
is opening physical bookstores
that are replacing the very
stores that Amazon forced to
close. Hiding behind a mas-
querade of innovation, Amazon
thrives on capitalism. The com-
pany is venturing into nearly
every sector and industry, most
recently announcing it would
be forming a healthcare insur-
ance company, creating a mas-
sive monopoly. While Amazon
manages to avoid responsibil-
ity for monopolies and putting
other companies out of busi-
ness by maintaining a positive
consumer image, it actively and
rather savagely works to be-
come a part of everyone’s lives,
whether they like it or not.

Hiding behind
a masquerade
of innovation,
Amazon thrives
on capitalism.

Amazon’s firings are cer-
tainly upsetting for those af-
fected, but in the large scale,
uproar over small changes like
those serve only to draw the
light away from society’s in-
creasing dependency on the
company. With almost $2 bil-
lion in profit in the last quarter,
Amazon is going nowhere fast,
but the company’s long-term
effect on the average person re-
mains to be seen.

Nate White is a fourth former
from Cheshire, CT. He may be
reached at nwhite20@choate.edu

Obama Portraits Commemorate Historic Presidency

Former President Barack and First Lady Michelle Obama unveil their new portraits on February 12 at the National Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C.

By Camille Grant ’21
Opinions Writer

y first thought was:
that’s not Michelle
Obama. Certain differ-

ences struck me: her nose was
too pointed, her nostrils were
too large, her cheekbones were
too low. Still, I found myself
curious about the former First
Lady’s new portrait in the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery. When
I discussed my opinion with a
friend, she responded that the
painting itself didn’t matter as
much as the symbolism. I con-
cur, because the painting really
doesn’t resemble her.

Both of the Obamas’ recent-
ly unveiled official portraits
are shockingly unique. In the
21st century, theirs are the first

portraits commissioned by black
painters. Kehinde Wiley, former
President Obama’s portrait-
ist, and Amy Sherald, Michelle
Obama’s portraitist, were chosen
out of a pool of artists because of
their long histories of painting
portraits of black individuals in
an empowering and novel man-
ner. Not too long ago, Sherald
was a waitress struggling to sup-
port herself; the recent unveiling
of the portraits has already cata-
pulted her into the spotlight. She
has also had to overcome many
hurdles in order to get where she
is today, including her own heart
failure and her brother’s death
from cancer. Wiley, on the other
hand, has work hanging in the
Museum of Modern Art in New
York and has already achieved
international notoriety.

Wiley and Sherald made in-
teresting artistic choices when
painting the Obamas. For ex-
ample, Sherald chose to forgo
painting Michelle brown; in-
stead, Sherald’s signature gray
was used to fill in Obama’s body.
Sherald chose to do so to avoid
“making a political statement”
by painting brown skin: the
grey, she thinks, removes the
possibility of marginalization.
It’s an interesting way to depict
a presidency that was irrefut-
ably affected and occasionally
defined by race. The style of the
painting was unique; especially
when you compare Obama’s
with the official portrait of her
predecessor, Laura Bush. While
powerful, Obama isn’t formal or
stiff — her composure doesn’t
convey restriction. Her posture

evokes femininity and reminds
the viewers of Auguste Ro-
din’s “The Thinker,” conveying
the message powerful women
can think for themselves. This
message also fits Michelle
Obama’s  personality. She
wasn’t a traditional First Lady;
she wasn’t docile, she wasn’t
silent, and she wasn’t afraid.
Though Sherald’s portrait may
not represent Obama’s face
accurately, it’s fair to say that
Sherald nearly perfectly de-
picted Obama’s character and

individuality.

President Obama’s por-
trait, on the other hand, was
more accurate. Upon first

glance, one can identify the
global powerhouse based on
his facial features. He leans
forward, juxtaposed against

a wall of greenery. Under-
neath him is a wooden chair.
His arms are crossed and his
thin wedding band is visible.
Unlike Michelle, Barack was
painted brown; his portrait is
decidedly more vibrant than his
wife’s. Chrysanthemums poke
out from between the leaves:
they’re the official flower of
Chicago, Obama’s hometown.
Wiley, the painter, acknowledg-
es that “there is a fight going on
between he and the foreground
and then the plants that are sort
of trying to announce them-
selves underneath his feet.” He
describes the relationship be-
tween the background and the
foreground as being symbolic
of the control of the narrative of
Obama’s presidency saying that
“it’s all chance-driven.”

Photo courtesy of Time Magazine

While the Obama’s por-
traits differed greatly from
each other in style, they shared
a similar mission. Artists Amy
Sherald and Kehinde Wiley
both attempted to capture the
Obama’s presidency and influ-
ence the way that the Obamas
will be remembered for centu-
ries to come. For now, it looks
like they were successful, but
it’s too soon for us to tell. If
you're ever in Washington,
D.C., you can pop into Smith-
sonian Museum’s National
Portrait Gallery—President
Obama’s on the second floor,
First Lady Michelle Obama’s
on the first.

Camille Grant is a third former
from Oak Park, IL. She may be
reached at cgrant21@choate.edu
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By Michelle Zhuang ’18
Staff Reporter

Winter term is coming to an
end, and the longer and warmer
days of spring mean that it’s
time to check out the new course
catalogue if youre not a sixth
former. Each year, the catalogue
is reviewed by a panel of faculty
members, including Academic
Department Heads; the Director
of Curricular Initiatives, Dr. Ka-
tie Jewett; the Dean of Faculty,
Ms. Katie Levesque, registrar Ms.
Catherine Velez; and Director of
Studies Mr. Kevin Rogers, who
discuss recommendations for up-
dates. According to Mr. Rogers,
“The depth and breadth of our of-
fers is one of the things that sets
our curriculum apart from many
other institutions. The academic
program at Choate is a tremen-
dously powerful tool that students
can use to advance their learning,
especially if they are willing to
take advantage of all of the ways
to personalize it.” And indeed,
this year, the addition of two new
Signature Programs — the John
F. Kennedy Program in Govern-
ment and Special Service and the
Advanced Robotics Competition
— along with several new courses
means that now, more than ever,
students are able to tailor their
education to their intellectual in-
terests. Below are some changes
that you can expect to see in the
2018-2019 course catalogue.

Arts

According to Department
Head Ms. Kalya Yannatos, “The
biggest change this year is in vi-
sual arts. We more clearly defined
that you can take anything that we
offer as a foundation level course
and that you can continue into the
upper level courses. If you really
love something, you can continue
doing it. We basically opened up
the potential for a continuum
of study.” Although that’s all for
this year, stay tuned: there are
a lot of new hires, and with that
should come new changes. “I pre-
dict that we’ll be headed towards
some gradual shifting in the near
future,” added Ms. Yannatos.
“But for the present, remember
to always put in a second choice
because if you don’t, we have to
guess what your second choice
would be.”

English

Beginning from next year,
Advanced Creative Writing will
satisfy two terms of the senior
English requirement. On the flip

side, Intensive Creative Writing
will no longer be offered. Accord-
ing to Department Head Ms. El-
len Devine, the main reason for
the first change was flexibility:
“The English Department granted
Advanced Creative Writing Eng-
lish graduation credit to provide
greater choice in students’ over-
all course selection. Previously,
students had to take Advanced
Creative Writing in addition to
another English class. That re-
quirement created limits on what
other classes students could take.
We also made the change to ac-
knowledge the significant and
meaningful work students in Ad-
vanced Creative Writing do over
the two terms.” For students who
planned to take Intensive Creative
Writing next year, Ms. Devine
suggests to look into Reading and
Writing Short Fiction or Reading
and Writing Poetry instead. Both
courses are offered in the fall and
spring terms, and may be taken
by fifth formers with departmen-
tal permissions.

HPRSS

Far and away the greatest
change for HPRSS is the addition
of the JFK Program in Govern-
ment and Special Service. Accord-

ing to Department Head Ms. Amy
Foster, “We had a lot of students
interested in government, poli-
tics, and public service because
of the classes that people sign up
for and the capstones that they
are interested in. We wanted stu-
dents to explore these interests in
more depth by creating a special
program with a classwork, tuto-
rial and internship requirement.
We've been talking about this for
a couple years and it finally got
approved this year.” But that’s
not the only change in HPRSS.
There’s also a new course in Be-
havioral Economics that will be
co-taught by an economics and
psychology teacher and some
minor designation changes. Po-
litical Ideologies is now an honors
course, and American West is no
longer an honors course.

Languages

In the Language Department,
the most significant changes are
the revision in 5th year courses
across the board and the addi-
tion of a 6th year French course
in digital humanities. Accord-
ing to Department Head Ms. Di-
ana Beste, “Since the school has
moved in the direction of not des-
ignating courses as AP, we con-

tinue to revise and refine our 5th
year courses so that they are really
courses that reflect what is of in-
terest intellectually to our faculty
and students. We also have been
revising the 6th year curriculum
in French. We've added a course
called Statistique Et Numérique:
What Computational Tools Can
Tell Us About What We Read. In
it, kids apply computational tools
to the interpretation literature.
By using basic coding, they can
use the power of technology to
illuminate the nuances of expres-
sion. This will be a huge gain for
French students and we’ll want to
see if we can extend it to Chinese
and Latin and Greek and other
languages.” On the study abroad
front, there will be spring break
trip to Southern Spain for the sec-
ond time. Due to the large Islamic
influence in the area, the trip will
bring together Spanish and Ara-
bic students. “It’s really exciting
to have a spring break program
that brings together two languag-
es from very different traditions
and two cultures together in the
same spot,” added Ms. Beste. Fi-
nally, she stressed the ability to
take fourth, fifth, and sixth level
courses term by term. “Students
should really know that they have

A
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Choate’s new curriculum includes a robotics signature program and an additional ten hours of community service.

flexibility. You can take a fourth
year language course for the en-
tire year, or for two terms or even
one term. We're really trying to
make language more accessible
to kids, and I'm hoping that stu-
dents understand the flexibility
they have.”

Math and Computer Science

Congratulations, lovers of
robotics and budding engineers.
There’s a new special program
for you! The Advanced Robotics
Concentration allows students
to work collaboratively to design
and create mechanical, electri-
cal, and control systems with the
goal of competing in the world-re-
nowned FIRST® Robotics Com-
petition. However, the one-term
statistics course and four-term
Honors Calculus will no longer be
offered, though Honors Calculus
will continue to be offered as a
three-term course.

Science

With the exception of Cell
and Molecular Biology moving
to Winter-Spring from Fall-
Winter, there are no changes for
science this year. However, if
you're part of the class of 2020
or 2021, stay tuned. According

A Look into the 2018-2019 Course Catalogue

to Department Head Mr. Ben
Small, “We have teachers think-
ing about making courses in ad-
vanced physics, courses explor-
ing materials science, changes
in our chemistry electives, and
potentially a course on the phys-
ics of sound and music.”

Community Service

All new students next year
will have to complete ten hours
of service for every year that
they’re here. Ms. Melissa Koom-
son, Director of Community
Service, explained the change as
follows: “The idea behind it was
a response to a curriculum re-
view from a couple of years ago,
in which folks wanted commu-
nity service to be a more integral
part of our community. There was
also a general feeling that people
could do a little bit more. Hours
wise, it’s not as much of a change.
It’'s now spread out over all four
years because there’s lots of de-
velopmental changes that happen
between ninth and twelfth grade.
What students get out of the ex-
perience will change over the four
years -- that was the rationale be-
hind spreading it out.”

Wellness Program

If you enjoyed your wellness
activity in the last two terms,
you’re in luck: You can expect to
see even more All-School Well-
ness Time next year. As Wellness
Coordinator Dr. Holly Hinderlie
and Dr. Jewett explained, “The
goal of this programming is to
provide a break in the busyness
of students’ lives at Choate and
to encourage them to try new
activities that they may want
to commit to doing as a regular
way to de-stress.” The transi-
tion from Sophomore Seminar
to Lifelong Wellness classes will
also be completed next year. As
stated by Dr. Hinderlie and Ms.
Jewett, “ The Lifelong Well-
ness committee is hard at work
designing a four-year curricu-
lum to be introduced next year
through Wellness classes and/
or programming at every form
level. Lifelong Wellness classes
will replace Sophomore Semi-
nar in the Fourth Form. Topics
covered over the four-year se-
quence will include: stress man-
agement, relationships, time
management, identity, and sex
education among others.”

Michelle Zhuang may
be reached at
mzhuangl8@choate.edu.

MAKING USE OF CHOATE’'S ALUMNI NETWORK

By Deanna Tan ’20
Staff Reporter

Choate is known for having
a welcoming environment, and
this reputation translates to
the alumni world. Believe it or
not, there are currently 16,000
living Choate alumni, and most
still remain connected with
one another.

Ms. Monica St. James,
Head of Alumni Relations, has a
keen perspective on the alumni
network. She expressed, “Cho-
ate alumni remain connected to
each other and connected to the
School years after they gradu-
ate. For example, on Reunion
Weekend, we will host over
175 alumni from The Choate
School and Rosemary Hall who
are celebrating 50-plus years of
friendship that were forged at
their Schools. ‘Alumni network’
is simply a term describing
connections that allow Choate
grads to access the people who
share common experiences and
values, commonly in profes-
sional arenas.”

Being able to connect with a
Choate graduate in a profession-
al environment has always been
beneficial. Ms. St. James ex-
plained, “There are several ways
that alumni connect profession-
ally. The easiest is through the
Choate Alumni Portal on the
main website. Alumni can search
by class year, location, company,
industry, etc. and find contact
information. We also have an ac-
tive LinkedIn page where nearly
3000 alumni share information
and professional opportunities.
The Alumni Association Execu-
tive Committee, which is made
up of 25-30 active and dedicated
alumni, is singularly focused on
enhancing the career network-
ing aspect of the alumni net-
work. If all goes well, this spring
we will launch ChoateConnect,
an app that will greatly enhance
the Alumni Directory and allow
alums to network easily.”

Many colleges have special
programs which facilitate cur-
rent students working or intern-
ing alumni. Choate students are
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Alumni reunite in the dining hall during Choate’s 2017 Reunion Weekend last spring.

often curious about whether
Choate alumni have done any-
thing similar.

When asked about network-
ing, Ms. St. James remarked,
“My colleague Ms. Ruthanne
Snelson is specifically focusing
on enhancing the career net-
working aspect of the Alumni
Relations Office. When we have
finished ChoateConnect, an app
that will allow easy access to the
Alumni Directory, alums will
be able to search, connect and
schedule meetings themselves.
The Alumni Relations Office also
offers a robust series of network-
ing events across the country.
One of our specific programs,
‘StartUp,” is a Choate event se-
ries for young alums and those
changing professional focus.
We have an upcoming event
at LinkedIn offices in NYC for
young alums to network.”

Ms. Snelson, who is cur-
rently in her first year working at
Choate, is well-versed in alumni
relations. Ms. Snelson explained,
“For the past ten years, I have
been running the Alumni Rela-
tions program for The American
School in England which sits

in the leafy suburbs of London,
England. Our base of more than
17,000 alumni, former students,
former parents, and the staff
is an international community
spread across the globe. While
in this role, I started a formal
Alumni Speaker program, facili-
tated our Career Shadowing &
Mentoring program, developed
a mentoring and networking
program for alumni, in addition
to alumni programming, events,
and working with my assistant to
keep the school database up-to-
date. It was an amazing place to
work. I loved it there.”

On her transition to Cho-
ate, Ms. Snelson commented,
“I moved back to the U.S. after
living in England for the past 15
years. I was married this past
summer and live with my hus-
band at Avon Old Farms School
where he teaches biology. Upon
returning to the U.S., I took
some time off to get settled. Dur-
ing this time, I was keeping my
eye out for a position within an
alumni team. I found the Cho-
ate job listed and applied. It
was exactly the job I had been
searching for. I was hired here in

January and feel very fortunate.
This is a great community, and
every day I am amazed by an-
other aspect of the school.” She
remarked.

There are, in fact, many in-

teresting stories of past Choate
students who have been posi-
tively impacted by the alumni
network. Ms. St. James said,
“In recent years, we have helped
quite a few graduates. We have
helped two alumni with jobs on
the news network ‘Good Morn-
ing America,” a summer intern-
ship at a Boston biotech compa-
ny, and an alum’s first position
in the financial sector.”

Many recent graduates

don’t realize just how connected
and useful the Choate alumni
network can be. An alumnus is
welcomed and encouraged to
contact another alumnus for al-
most anything, whether it be for
a big or small reason. Being able
to consult accomplished experts
in virtually any field is an op-
portunity that Choate students
should not pass up.

Deanna Tan may be reached
at dtan20@choate.edu

Mixed-Heritage Students

Find New Outlet on Campus

By Elizabeth Quinn ’20
Staff Reporter

At the end of her second
term at Choate, Camille Grant
21 has kick-started two new
student groups: Origins, a
campus publication about
race and ethnicity, and Mixed
Heritage Association, a club
centered around those who
identify as having a mixed
heritage. While focused on ra-
cial and ethnic diversity, both
organizations are open to all
Choate students. In fact, it is
highly encouraged for people
from all kinds of backgrounds
to participate in one or both of
these clubs to stimulate entic-
ing conversations.

To Grant, a new freshman
this year, it seemed that while
Choate “had a lot of clubs for
people of other -ethnicities,
like Asian club or HLF,” she
didn’t quite feel like there was
a club for people with mixed
heritages. From a mixed back-
ground herself (having one
Black and one Chinese parent)
Grant sought to create a “safe
space on campus for people
who identify as having mixed
heritage,” where students can
discuss ways to overcome ad-
versity and methods for further
empowerment.

Origins will accept “al-
most anything: photography,
personal narratives, poetry.”
Grant said, “If you want to
write about current events or
a topic that is near and dear to
you, we care about it.” Current-
ly, Origins centers on race, but
Grant hopes that the journal,
which will be published once a
term, will vary its themes from
issue to issue. How Origins
evolves depends on the inter-
est of the student body, specifi-
cally how many submissions
are received.

Mixed Heritage Associa-
tion, Grant’s second large club-
based endeavor this year, will
meet once every two weeks;

meetings will be an opportu-
nity for club members to dis-
cuss a specific topic, possibly
watch videos or read articles
about the topic, and study con-
temporary heroes with mixed
heritages. Through Mixed Her-
itage Association, Grant hopes
to “give people who identify
as mixed heritage a place to
connect with others and learn
about themselves in a posi-
tive environment, because not
everyone has the same ethnic
background.”

If you want to write
about current events
or a topic that is near
and dear to you,
we care about it.

Camille Grant °21

Kathryn Phillips ’20 said
of Grant’s work, “It’s amazing
that someone so young in our
community is putting their
energy towards something so
meaningful, influential, and
needed on campus.” Irie Coo-
per ’20 agreed. “If you're pas-
sionate about it, you might as
well pursue it further by start-
ing your own club,” she said.

Grant admitted that while
she hasn’t been at Choate for
long, she noticed that “many
students of color have dif-
ferent experiences than their
peers” and that “there are
many issues that people in
the world face that I person-
ally feel that Choate hasn’t
really addressed.” She said
that while Origins and Mixed
Heritage Association by them-
selves will not solve these
wide-scale problems, she does
hope that they will help bridge
the gap by informing students
and acting as avenues for per-
sonal expression.

Elizabeth Quinn may be reached
at lquinn20@choate.edu
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A LA MODE

As soon as I got the approval

By Jeanne Malle ’19
Columnist

Hi, readers, if you exist.
What you’re currently read-
ing is my column, A La Mode.
More specifically, however,
it is its 18th and very last ar-
ticlee. My time as Choate’s
fashion reporter has come to
an end, for I will soon become
this wonderful page’s editor.
Although a slightly selfish de-
sire, I made the decision to
write number 18 about myself
and my experience as a col-
umnist.

In the opening of my soph-
omore fall, I got the idea to
walk up to my editor, Camilla
Borjesson 17, and explain all
of the reasons why I thought
there should absolutely and
undoubtedly be a fashion sec-
tion in The Choate News. For
my underformer self, this took
a lot. She could easily have re-
jected my proposal and told
me to give room to older stu-
dents, pushing me and my na-
ive optimism away. But into
that assignment meeting I
went, with my head held high
and my heart beating slightly
too fast. I pitched my idea and
she hardly hesitated before
expressing her enthusiasm.

to begin writing, I wrote down
the most important thing that
I would want to receive with
this experience. I couldn’t
help but smile when I reread
it earlier today. It read, “Un-
derstand how the style on this
campus reflects the identity
of the student body.” I had
no idea how I was going to
accomplish this rather heavy
objective, yet I wanted it to be
spectacular, or at least a little
original.

Within a couple of weeks,
I was proud to say I had (sort
of) found my groove. I came to
the realization that to under-
stand the identity of Choate’s
community through fashion, I
could not write articles about
general topics; I needed to
investigate from within. I
therefore began interviewing
students individually to grasp
their idea of the importance of
self expression and style. And
that, ladies and gentlemen, is
what truly started A La Mode.
Getting to know a new stu-
dent each week is a fantastic
thing. Although I'm interested
in fashion, it wasn’t the actual
pieces of clothing that drew
me into loving this column. I
was much more interested in
discovering every individual’s
reasoning behind what they
wear and what event in their
life led them up to discovering
their personal style. Today, I
would say that my new motto
reads, “Reveal student stories
I believe should be told by em-
ploying their sense of style.”

Over time, I've come to
think of A La Mode as a gift. It
has given me the opportunity
to view Choate through a lense
that nobody else owns. Coming
into this school freshman year,
I was given an overwhelming

amount of advice on how to
take advantage of Choate as
best as possible. The problem
was that I had never existed
within such a large group of
people, nevermind such a large
group of teenagers. How was
I ever going to meet enough
students? The answer: talk to
people that I would never have
had the opportunity to know.

o

W

The answer: A La Mode.

I want to close this small
yet important chapter of my
life by giving a shout out to
anybody who ever told me that
they liked or even read my col-
umn.

Ilove you all. It’s been real.

Jeanne Malle may be reached
atjmallel9@choate.edu

Photo by Kathryn Phillips/The Choate News

Jeanne Malle ’19, A La Mode’s creator, writes her final column this
week. “I’ve come to think of A La Mode as a gift,” she says.

WIZARD OF OZ
BECOMES

READERS’

By Sasha Bocek ’19
Staff Writer

Choate is soon to be surprised
by a unique and entertaining yet
simple work of theatre that will
grace the stage this April, intro-
ducing something new to the
community at large. It will be a
children’s performance of The
Wizard of Oz played by Choate
students.

Ms. Carol Jones, Choate’s
Community Program Manager
and a music teacher that has
worked at the school for almost 20
years, will be directing The Wizard
of Oz this spring. However, this
will not be the typical musical ren-
dition with extravagant sets and
costuming, because the children’s
show will be performed in Read-
er’s Theatre style.

When watching her first Read-
er’'s Theater show, The Princess
Bride, Ms. Jones was inspired by
the simplicity of the performance
that allowed the imagination to
take over. The production will fea-
ture no costumes, no makeup, no
props and no set. The actors will
utilize their vocals and expressions
to convey the story. There may be
a few student works incorporated
in the backgrounds as backdrops
for changing scenes, but all else
will be left to the imagination of
the audience. More importantly,
the children will be able to employ
their own creative devices in ex-
periencing the magic of the show
and story. The production is, to
put it simply, a bedtime story on a
grander scale.

Ms. Jones chose to direct The
Wizard of Oz because of its famil-
iarity and reputation as a timeless
favorite. She believes it will be a
good play to introduce the Read-
er’s Theater to Choate. The show
will be based off of the musical
yet made more accessible to the
child audience, for it would be
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difficult for them to sit through
two hours of a production with-
out an intermission.

As for who Ms. Jones is look-
ing for in casting she says, “Any
actor who is interested in trying
something new, telling a story and
having fun. It’s not just about act-
ing. It’s about creating and being
part of an ensemble. Anyone can
audition to learn and bring some-
thing.” The show will be centered
on the students and what they are
able to do with simple elements
to create a memorable produc-
tion. The unique approach to the
show highlights the importance of
enunciation and articulation in ef-
fective acting.

Little if any memorization is
required of the actors, for the play
will be read aloud like a book. All
songs are a sing-along so no one
has to feel like it’s all on them. In
fact, no particular vocal experience
is necessary to be casted. The sing-
along element also allows for fur-
ther audience engagement, which
facilitates a better show for all. The
overall intimacy of the Reader’s
Theatre style is what contributes to
the rareness of the show.

Ms. Jones hopes that the pro-
duction will be successful and that
more Reader’s style plays will fol-
low in the coming years. Not only
does she believe that the approach
is wonderful for a child’s imagina-
tion, but it will also shine light on
the importance of enjoying stories
without all of the extra props and
scenery that sometimes detract
from actor’s storytelling.

The production will open
on Friday April 20 in the Gelb
Theater, and there will be an ad-
ditional show on Saturday April
21st. Audition material can be
found on the Choate portal, as
well as the call board in the PMAC.

Sasha Bocek may be reached at
sbocekl9@choate.edu

The Return of the Art Club Drive

Sebastian Chang ’18 sold this piece at the Art Drive on February 12.

By Inc Thongthai ’19
Staff Writer

On Monday, February 12,
Art Club held an Art Drive in
the dining hall. The booth was
set up in front of the fireplace,
in the center of student life.
The drive began at 5:00 pm
and lasted until 7:30 pm. There
were crowds of students and
faculty lining up to buy post-
ers, pins, stickers, and t-shirts.
The prices of the works varied
from one dollar to 20 dollars.

The Art Drive has been in
the works since the fall, serving
as the culmination of Art Club
members’ two terms. Co-Pres-
ident Sebastian Chang ’18 says,
“Art Drive was a silly name I
came up with. When Tommy
Ren and I took over the club,
it was not very active, there
were not a lot of members, and
we were not sure where it was
heading. But we wanted to get
the members more active in
making art, no matter their
skill level. We wanted people
to see art put together. At first
we did exhibitions, but then
the idea of a fundraiser came to
me.” Chang 18 recalls, “T went
back to our room one day and I
said to Tommy ‘let’s do a fun-
draiser.” He said ‘what are we
going to call it?” and so I start-
ed making random names.”

Art Club recently started

taking commissions, making
things like stickers of lizards
and t-shirt designs for Strang-
er Things. These topics were
all part of the fundraiser due
to their popularity on campus.
Joanna Ding '19 says, “We sold
out a lot of the pieces leftover
from last year and this year.
We ask the club members for
submissions since the fall term.
We want work that is original,
does not violate copyright re-
strictions, and is also in line
with the student handbook.
But to be honest it was really
about the time we had and the
supplies we had.” The club had
access to sticker and poster
printers. Ding says, “You don’t
have to be amazing at art to
submit to the Art Drive. We
want variety, creativity, and
diversity.”

| think it’s the best
feeling when people
come up and support

our hard work.
Joanna Ding ‘19

When asked why students
should support the Drive she
says, “When I came to Choate I
saw that the various groups on
campus received a lot of sup-
port from the student body. Art
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Drive is the same. We worked
extremely hard and so did the
artists. It takes almost an en-
tire year to prepare this event.
I think it’s the best feeling
when people come and support
our hard work.” Co-president
Tommy Ren ’18 adds, “Unless

you are taking an art class or

are a part of Art’s Concen-
tration, you don’t really get
to do art or show it to other
people. Choate is also a place
where, sometimes, you don’t
have time to do the things you
want to do. That is what hap-
pened to me junior year. I was
so busy that I did not get time
to work on my art, but I feel
like if someone had just said

to me ‘hey, that was pretty

cool,” I would have been more
motivated to continue with
it.” Ren ’18 adds, “Art Drive is
encouraging. I think the more
support artists get, the more

people will pursue this path of

visual arts.”

The Art Drive is an annual
event that brings together the
Choate community. There are
talks of another Art Drive in
the spring, so be on the look-
out for any announcements
and make sure to attend the
club’s weekly meetings to be a
part of the event.

Inc Thongthai may be reached
at pthongthail9@choate.edu

By Simi Sachdeva ’19
Staff Writer

Makeup is a beautiful and
awe-inspiring art form. It is a
tool in which one’s body is a
canvas. Choate’s opportuni-
ties for visual artistic creativity
such as Art Club, In Moda, and
of course the visual art classes
are treasured among the visual
artists. What about those whose
medium is makeup? Fifth
formers Abigail Rivas, Ellie
Kim, and Jade Watson started
a club to exhibit their passion.
Kim explains that “Our mis-
sion is to use makeup beyond
its everyday use and employ it
more artistically and creatively
as like an outlet, like a different
form of art.” Kim also described
that “Art is endless. There are
unlimited options for however
you want to do it. We are just
using our face and our bodies
as a canvas.”

Makeup club has already
created one magazine, held a

photo-shoot, and figured out
plans for the future. They in-
tend to reach out to the Cho-
ate community to find more
people than those who are

Our mission is to
use makeup beyond
its everyday use
and employ it more
artistically and

creatively.
Ellie Kim ‘19

currently in the club. Future
plans include producing more
magazines, choreographing
performance art, and hold-
ing a backlight SAC Dance.
The future project will pro-
vide backlight paint. To this,
Kim says with a smile, “We’ll
all be glowing.” Like all forms
of art, makeup can be used to
create a statement or spark
change.

Makeup Club Exentuates an
Underrated Form of Visual Arts

Makeup club has not fully
committed to a specific idea
of protest art, but Kim has
some very powerful thoughts.
“My personal idea is drawing
quotes and words on bodies
about what people say com-
menting out. For instance,
on my shoulders I could write
‘too revealing’,” she said. Pho-
tographers can also contrib-
ute to this. Kathryn Phillips
’20 has mainly taken the pho-
tographs for this club.

Kim wants to emphasize
that one does not need to have
experience with makeup to
contribute to this club. She
says, “We are not using make-
up in the traditional sense
like ‘do a winged eyeliner’ or
‘apply mascara’. You can do
whatever you want with it,
you can be abstract. It’s art so
there are no rules.”

Simi Sachdeva may be
reached at
ssachdeval9@choate.edu

Photo Feature: Blue

The winter play, Blue Stockings, premiered Thursday, February 15.

Stockings,

An Unforgettable Performance

Photo courtesy of Ross Mortenson
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Saturday Games

Boys’ Basketball (17-5)
falls to Hotchkiss, 60-71

Girls’ Basketball (15-6)
falls to St. Paul’s, 58-67

Boys’ Hockey (6-15-1)
beats Taft, 3-2

Girls’ Hockey (5-10-1)
beats Taft, 3-1

Boys’ Squash (8-12)
beats Westminster, 4-3

Girls’ Squash (11-4)
beats Hopkins, 7-0

Boys’ Swimming (4-4)
beats Hotchkiss, 101-76

Girls’ Swimming (7-2)
beats Hotchkiss, 97-81

Wrestling (9-4)
New England’s, 16 of 44
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SPORTS AT CHOATE

By Jackson Elkins ’18
Sports Editor

Athletics represent one of the
oldest and most important pieces
of Choate’s history, and, for the
foreseeable future, they will con-
tinue to be an important piece of
most student’s Choate experience.
Our rivalry with Deerfield Acad-
emy alone creates a lifetime worth
of memories for those who partici-
pate and even many who spectate,
all the way from a brand-new fresh-
man or teacher to the most veteran
of students and faculty. I'll remem-
ber the two overtime victories in
my sophomore and senior years
against Deerfield down at Remsen
Arena that I was lucky enough to be
a part of for the rest of my days, as
well as numerous victories on the
track and the cross-country course.

The bonds created through the
extreme ups and extreme downs
of a season are unique to athlet-
ics, and those bonds can create
some of the longest friendships
that any person could ever dream
of. The benefits of participating in
any sport, whether it be intramural
or interscholastic, are well known:
students lead healthier lifestyles,
become stronger and more fit, car-
ry less stress, among other physical
and mental advantages.

But the benefits of sports ex-
tend well beyond the science of dai-
ly exercise. On the track alone, I've
witnessed some of the most incred-
ible instances of sportsmanship, re-
spect, achievement, resiliency, and
pure grit and determination that
is rarely seen outside of athletics.
This aspect of sports is what keeps
students coming back each year to
every level of Choate athletics, no
matter an individual’s talent level.

For many students, sports is an integral part of their Choate experience.

Choate offers a variety of al-
ternatives to sports—for instance,
community service, theater, music,
and art. No doubt, all of those are
also integral parts of the Choate
experience. Athletics are not every-
one’s first choice, and that is okay.
Certain sports can carry stereo-
types, whether about the individu-
als or the team as a whole, that may
turn someone off of sports. That’s
certainly not unique to Choate.

However, as the Winter Olym-
pics in PyeongChang remind us,
sports are for everyone, regard-
less of the color of one’s skin, or
one’s gender, orientation, ability,
nationality, ethnicity, or any other
identifier. Look at Choate athlet-
ics: for many students, this school
and its sports represent the most

diverse community that they have
ever experienced, and yet, that
doesn’t hinder or distract or alien-
ate us from one another. It makes
us stronger as a community, or in
this case, a team. In a world that is
devastated by racism, sexism, and
hatred of all kinds, there are few
things that unite people like sport
is able to.

Going forward, we
cannot let our differences

divide us.
Jackson Elkins '18

From the youngest kids that
are just picking up a soccer ball,
football, basketball, baseball or
softball, or hockey stick all the
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way to the highest and most elite
professional and international
athletes, sports bring people of all
kinds together. For that, I could
not be more proud to be an athlete,
and I hope anyone who partici-
pates in athletics in any way feels
the same.

Sports represent one of the
purest forms of acceptance. Take
track and field. I'll be one of four
captains this spring, alongside
Matt Lacey 18, Lloyd Williams
’18, and Shamari Harrington 18.
We captain a team that due to its
size is incredibly diverse, whether
it be from an athletic standpoint in
the form of ability and dedication
or from a social perspective, where
we have kids from many different
races, socioeconomic backgrounds,

and orientations. When it comes to
leading this group, we have to take
all of this into account, as well as be
on the same page as our coaches,
who also have a tremendous re-
sponsibility to take care of every
student-athlete and understand
each reacts to the hardships of ath-
letics, as well as the triumphs.

And these aspects aren’t some-
thing that is unique to track and
field; working as the Sports Editor
for The Choate News this past year
has shown me that these truths are
universal throughout many dif-
ferent sports here at Choate, and
working for the newspaper has
been one of the biggest honors of
my life, and has taught me so much
about the Choate community as
it relates to athletics. Thank you
to the rest of the 111th Masthead,
Ms. Stout, Mr. Peed, the 112th
masthead, my reporters, and, well,
anyone I've ever interacted with
as a result of the opportunity of a
lifetime.

Going forward, we here at Cho-
ate cannot let our differences divide
us. Too often today, particularly in
America, where hatred is perpe-
trated, perpetuated, and generated
between all people, from the top to
the bottom of society, our differ-
ences must not hinder us. Instead,
we must utilize them in order to
help to define us as individuals who
are part of a collective. Whether in
the classroom, on the sports field,
on the stage, in the dorms, on the
sidewalk, or anywhere in between,
it comes down to the students to
foster a place where the commu-
nity trumps the individual. There
isno “I” in team.

Jackson Elkins may be reached at
jelkins18@choate.edu

Wednesday Games

Boys’ Basketball (17-5)
beats Millbrook,85-56

Girls’ Basketball (15-6)
beats Kent, 59-44

Boys’ Hockey (6-15-1)
falls to Loomis, 2-4

Girls’ Hockey (5-10-1)
ties Hotchkiss, 3-3

Boys’ Squash (8-12)
falls to Deerfield, 1-6

Girls’ Squash (11-4)
falls to Deerfield, 1-6

Boys’ Varsity Hockey Falls to

NMH on Senior Day

Photo courtesy of Anne Stewart

Sasha Tertyshny ’18 winds up for a shot.

By Daniel Brockett ’19
Associate Editor

Boys’ Varsity Hockey lost a
heartbreaker 3-4 to Northfield
Mount Hermon this past Sun-
day. It was Senior Day for the
Boars, and the team went down
by a mere goal, 3-4. Choate has
had a disappointing season so
far this year, but it has been
turning it around as of late,
winning three out of its last
five. There are nine seniors on
this year’s team and they have
all played important roles this
season.

Jackson Elkins ’18 got the
start in goal for the Boars. NMH
took control early and put one
in the net in the first two min-
utes of the game. When asked
about the disappointing start
to the game forward Patrick
Mullowney 18 said, “I thought
we came out a little soft, but as
the game went on we carried
the play on both ends of the
ice.” However, Choate quickly
bounced back with a goal from
Jack Hoey 18, to tie the score at
one. After the early goal Elkins
would remain strong in net un-
til Cal Stewart '18 was substitut-
ed in for him halfway through
the second period. The game
looked fairly even as the two
teams traded chances through
the end of the first.

A different Choate team
came out for the second peri-
od. The Boars notched another
goal on the scoreboard as Hoey
once again put the puck past
the goaltender. Choate took
control of the game and domi-
nating. Later in the second
John Russo "20 snuck one past
the goaltender to give Choate
a commanding 3-1 lead. Of the
boys’ dominance after the in-
termission defenseman Sasha
Tertyshny '18 said, “We played
really well in the second pe-
riod. We set the tempo of the
game and really worked them
down low.” The boys contin-
ued to be dominant through
the end of the second period.

Again it appeared as if a
different team emerged from
the locker room after the in-
termission as NMH seemed
to have found some renewed
life. The Hoggers notched a
goal earily in the third to cut
the Choate lead to one. The
Choate boys were still play-
ing hard, but NMH was able to
generate chances. Tertyshny
said, “In the third it seemed
like we got a bit too compla-
cent. We let them claw them-
selves back into the game and
that just shouldn’t happen.
We just needed to play a full
54 minutes, which we failed to
do.”

NMH scored another goal
just a few minutes later on a
power play, tying the game
at three. Choate got chances
thanks to excellent play from
Cooper Swift '19, Kyle Sanborn
’19, and Sean Dennehy '19. On
the defensive end, Choate was
able to shut NMH down for a
short period of time, thanks
to some excellent defense and
shot-blocking by Chris Guy-
ette '19. However, the Hoggers
found the back of the Choate
net one more time with about
seven minutes remaining in
the game. It proved too much
for the Boars to overcome, de-
spite some last second chances
by Chance Gorman ’18.

It has been a difficult year
for the team as they haven’t
done as well as they would
have liked. The adversity this
team has faced has only made
it really close. For the seniors
their time at Choate is coming
to end, and the players are not
particularly excited to be leav-
ing their teammates behind.

Of his time in the Cho-
ate rink coming to an end,
Mullowney said, “It’s really sad
and surreal for me. Some of the
guys who I go out on the ice
with are my best friends. As a
hockey player, I haven’t really
thought much about my high-
school hockey career coming to
an end, so I'm going to make
sure I give my best effort in this
last week that I have with the
team.”

Tertyshny shared similar
sentiments. “I'm going to miss
itaton,” he said. “It hasn’t real-
ly hit me yet that it’s coming to
an end. I'm leaving here know-
ing I've grown, and I'm taking
memories with me that’ll last
a lifetime. I can’t thank the
coaches and boys enough for
everything.”

Daniel Brockett may be reached
at dbrockettl9@choate.edu

New Intramural Sport
To Teach Self-Defense

By George McCabe ’20
Staff Reporter

Many students at Choate
participate in traditional intra-
mural sports, such as squash or
basketball. However, in the fall
term of next year, a new, differ-
ent intramural sport will be of-
fered to students: self-defense.

Over the course of the fall
term, this intramural sport will
focus on straightforward tools
and techniques that have been
proven to work in defending
one’s self against real-life at-
tacks. It is not a martial-arts
course, but students will learn
how to defend themselves if
they’re ever caught in a danger-
ous situation. The self-defense
class will also cover general top-
ics such as awareness, avoid-
ance, and space management to
help prevent dangerous encoun-
ters. Students who take the self-
defense course as an intramural
sport will participate in some
strength training to make the
students stronger and more con-
fident about themselves if they
were to face an actual attack.

The self-defense course will
be taught by new HPRSS teach-
er Ms. Amy Howland. Ms. How-
land teaches a women’s studies
course in the winter term and
has worked as a personal train-
er. She she has a passion for
empowering people so that they
can live safely. She explained,
“I went to Mr. [Pat] Dennehy
[Fourth-Form Dean and Asso-
ciate Director of Athletics] with
the idea for the self-defense
course, and he approved, so I
wrote a proposal for the course.
Then I figured out where I could
get certified to be an actual in-
structor.”

When asked more about the
specifics self-defense course Ms.
Howland stated, “You don’t have
to be super strong or a martial
artist to perform the techniques.
You can use the strengths and

the attackers weakness to get
out of dangerous situations.”
In addition to the combat as-
pect of the class, Ms. Howland
mentioned, “We will also be do-
ing things on spatial awareness
and learning how to perceive the
scenes around you.”

On the importance of this
class, Ms. Howland believes
that self-defense techniques are
not available to enough people,
but that self-defense is an in-
credibly important skill for all
people. “There are so many situ-
ations where I have not wanted
to go somewhere or not wanted
to do something because I felt
like it is not completely safe or
that I might be vulnerable.” She
added, “As a woman, I have
wanted to feel stronger or more
capable of taking care of myself,
and I think that is really impor-
tant.” She hopes that the course
will create a strong community
among its members.

Additionally, Ms. Howland
believes that this course is par-
ticularly relevant for Choate stu-
dents. She said, “It is important
for Choate students to be able to
go to college and feel that they
are safe, and that there is not
somebody on the street that can
take them by surprise.” Because
of the large variety of settings
Choate students will experi-
ence after leaving Choate, it is
extremely important, Ms. How-
land said, for Choate students
to learn about self-defense now
rather than later. “Also, for em-
powerment, it would be great it
the kids could feel better about
themselves on a daily basis.”

Ms. Howland added, “T hope
students leave with very con-
crete skills in self-defense that
they will be able to use for the
rest of their lives. Also, I hope
that the students have fun par-
ticipating in the course.”

George McCabe may be reached
at gmccabe20@choate.edu



