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SCORES  OF  CHOATE 
STUDENTS  ENGAGE IN 

A NTI!TRUMP  PROTESTS

Protesters turned out in 
crowds of half a million plus 
last Saturday, January 21 for the 
Women’s March on Washington 
following a controversial inau-
guration day. At the same time, 
millions more participated in 
“sister marches” held in over 
600 locations worldwide. Doz-
ens of spirited Choate students 
were among them.

Choate Young Democrats, 
Choate Diversity Student Asso-
ciation (CDSA), Students Advo-
cating Gender Equality (SAGE), 
and SPECTRUM coordinated 
to allow students to participate 
in the sister march in Hartford, 
Conn. Approximately 70  mem-
ber of the community, both 
students and faculty members, 
traveled to the protest via Cho-
ate transportation, but several 
dozen more went independent-
ly to rallies and marches in 
Washington, New England, and 
elsewhere. 

0RKDPPDG� 0HP¿V� ¶����
President of Young Democrats, 
commented, “The way to solve 
problems is through compas-
sion, empathy, and a willing-
ness to make change. Being 
here at this march sparks that 
by motivating us, by getting us 
energized, and by granting us 
the feeling that we are part of a 
greater people.”

'XULQJ� WKH� PDUFK�� 0HP¿V�
clutched a sign with a gleaming 
picture of Hillary Clinton and the 
caption, “Engage with purpose. 
Organize with heart. Win every 
day.” He commented, “As young 
people, it’s our job to be on the 
front lines of making change. 
This is about a cycle of trying to 
make things better for everyone 
— trying to create opportunity.”

Esteban Mogollon ’18, an-
other Hartford rally attendee, 
remarked, “I think the Wom-
en’s March isn't just about 
women, but about everyone 
who will suffer under this dem-
agogue we now have in the 
highest office of this nation.”

Joshua Gonzalez ’17 was 
more critical of the March. “I 
think that, obviously, these 
people are exercising their free-
dom of expression — a freedom 
we all have as Americans — and 
I very much appreciate that 
they have the ability to do that. 
But I think gestures like this, 
in particular gestures aimed at 
President Trump, were actu-
ally a motivating force behind 
getting people to vote for him. 

See WOMEN'S MARCH, Page  3

By J. Bryce Wachtell ’17
Editor-in-Chief

Sandra Leon '19 jubilantly protests at the Women's March in Hartford, Conn., following inauguration day.
Photo by J. Bryce Wachtell/ The Choate News

Walling ford 
Revamps 

Treatment of 
Harassment

By Camila Borjesson ’17
Arts and Leisure Editor

You are scurrying down Chris-
tian Street in the gloomy winter 
dark to arrive at your dorm in time 
for check-in. A pair of headlights 
emerges in the distance, but before 
you even notice them following 
you, the pickup truck whooshes 
past with rolled-down windows, 
and a shadow bellows a nasty slur. 
With a jump and a chill, all you are 
able to do is watch the truck disap-
pear into the foggy distance. With 
that, you are left a victim of a local 
motorist’s verbal taunting. 

Although many students have 
claimed to have experienced such 
events over the year, Director of 
Risk Management Ms. Risa Vine 
recently said, “Before this year, 
a formal process for reporting 
these incidents wasn’t in place.” 
Now, though, a Safety Report 
form on the Choate portal al-
lows students to self-report ha-
rassment experiences. Ms. Vine 
said, “In the past, dorm advisors 
or faculty members emailed di-
rectly about students who were 
concerned walking along the 
street. They had been yelled at by 
drivers of cars traveling through 
campus. I think that this form has 
really helped to focus the report-
ing information into one source.”

Despite the implementation of 
the new reporting service, Deputy 
Chief Mikulski said, “There haven’t 
EHHQ�DQ\�IRUPDO�FRPSODLQWV�¿OHG�´�
Ms. Vine explained, “We’ve shared 
the school’s general concerns 
about this type of harassment with 
the Wallingford PD even without 
KDYLQJ� WKH� VSHFL¿FV� IRU� HDFK� LQFL-
dent.  But that doesn’t constitute 
DQ�RI¿FLDO�SROLFH�UHSRUW���8OWLPDWH-
ly, we never want students to put 
themselves in harm’s way in a sit-
uation where a driver’s behavior 
is making a student nervous. We 
would advise them to continue di-
rectly to their destination and then 
LPPHGLDWHO\�QRWH�DOO�VSHFL¿FV�IURP�
the incident that they can recall 
and then make a report using the 
Safety Report.”

Although the new reporting 
system has increased the number 
of recorded complaints, Ms. Vine 
said, “It is important to have the 
time of the incident, the color of 
the vehicle, a basic description of 
the person, and most important-
ly, a license plate.  It’s also very 
helpful to have the name of the 
person making the report.  That 
way we can follow up with them 
and make a formal report to the 
Wallingford Police Department. 
Only one of the handful of reports 
that we’ve received had all that 
information.  When Community 
Safety followed up with that stu-
dent, they didn’t want to make a 
formal police report.”

Mr. Mark Mikulski, the 
Wallingford Police Department 
Deputy Chief, added, “Depend-

See SAFETY, Page 3

INAUGUR ATION 
VIEWING DEEMED 

A SUCCESS
Many people associate the 

college process with stress. As 
emotionally and mentally tax-
ing as the process can be, it can 
DOVR� EH� ¿QDQFLDOO\� GHPDQG-
ing. As the college application 
season draws to a close and 
¿QDQFLDO� DLG� GHDGOLQHV� DS-
SURDFK�� VHQLRUV� UHÀHFW� RQ� WKH�
costs of applying to college.

The cost of registration for 
the SAT without Essay is $45 and 
the SAT with Essay costs $57. 
An extra $28 is charged if a stu-
dent is late to register or wants 
to change the date of testing. 
Additional services, such as the 
SAT Student Answer Service, a 
detailed score report, might also 
apply. Another popular choice 
is the ACT. Billing for the ACT 
operates on a similar basis, with 
different prices for the test with 
and without the essay, sending 
score reports, and addition-
al costs for extra services. Ms. 
Marcia Landesman, Director of 
College Counseling, noted that 
“many students take each test 
two to three times.”

The costs for the SAT include 
free score reports to up to four col-
leges, if chosen at the time of reg-
istration. However, Ms. Landes-
man commented that despite 
this, students “often don’t know 
where they are applying when 
they take the exams.” Liv Mc-
Culloch ’17 added, “You wouldn’t 
want to send the scores if you did 
poorly, so you have to wait until 

you get your scores.” Each SAT 
score report not selected at the 
time of registration costs $12 to 
RI¿FLDOO\�VHQG�WR�RQH�FROOHJH��

In addition, many colleges re-
quire or recommend more stan-
dardized testing scores, such as 
those for the SAT Subject Tests. 
Registration costs $26, with $20 
per additional test. Some stu-
dents believe Advanced Place-
ment (AP) tests, which cost $110 
per test, are a way to demonstrate 
thorough understanding of and 
special interest in a subject. It is 
also important to note that these 
¿JXUHV�H[FOXGH�WKH�FRVW�RI�WXWRU-
ing services many use to prepare 
for testing. 

The costs of all of these stan-
dardized tests alone can add up 
WR� WKUHH�¿JXUH� VXPV�� 7KLV� DOVR�
PHDQV�WKDW�ZKLOH�PRUH�¿QDQFLDO-
ly privileged students are able to 
access test preparation, tutoring 

services, or multiple 
attempts at each test, 
many students are 
unable to afford such 
things. Choate part-
ners with Summit 
Educational Group 

to offer test preparation 
services, and students’ 
¿QDQFLDO� DLG� WKURXJK�
Choate may be applied 
to these courses. 

McCulloch said, 
“Tutoring makes a huge 

difference. I only had a 
couple of tutoring sessions 

and that helped dramatically, 
so I can't imagine getting tutored 
constantly throughout the year.”

Stephanie Grossman ’17 
said, “Some students face advan-
WDJHV� EHFDXVH� RI� WKHLU� ¿QDQFLDO�
standing. Students from higher 
socioeconomic backgrounds are 
presented with opportunities 
that other students are unable to 
afford. For example, some stu-
dents enroll in ACT/SAT prepa-
ratory classes, which often times 
allow them experts’ opinions, 
practice problems, and a guided 
plan. Standardized testing is just 
one example of how students 
from higher-income families are 
able to get a leg up in the admis-
sions process.”

The College Board and Khan 
$FDGHP\�� D� QRQ�SUR¿W� RUJDQL-
zation that publishes free edu-
cational videos, have teamed up 
to provide free online tutoring. 
However, only students with ac-

See COLLEGE COSTS, Page  2

By Alyssa Shin ’18
Copy Editor

How Much Does It Actually 
Cost to Apply to College?

Students, faculty, and 
other members of the Choate 
community took the oppor-
tunity offered by the special 
schedule to watch the inau-
guration of President Donald 
Trump P’00 last Friday, Jan-
uary 20. The school broad-
casted the inauguration at 
various designated locations 
— the Student Activities Cen-
ter, the Lanphier Center Café, 
and Getz Auditorium — and 
offered discussions and other 
activities afterwards for those 
who wanted to participate. 

Students had many 
thoughts to share about the 
day, especially regarding the 
experience of observing this 
nationally televised event sur-
rounded by peers with a broad 
spectrum of political opinions. 

“I think that it was im-
portant for us to be given 
time to watch the inaugura-
tion and process it, and for 
the school to provide support 
and safe places to discuss 
those topics, just so that ev-
erybody feels that their voice 
is being heard,” said Caroline 
Soper ’17, who chose to watch 
the event in the Lanphier 
Center. She added, “It was re-
ally interesting because there 
were a lot of different politi-
cal views represented among 
the audience, but everybody 

came together to watch it, 
no matter what their opin-
ion was. It’s still a significant 
event, and it was important 
for both sides of the political 
spectrum to see it.” 

Donovan Lynch ’18 also 
watched the inauguration 
in the Lanphier Center. He 
said, “There were people who 
clapped at certain things, peo-
ple who were not as enthusias-
tic about other things — it was 
nice getting a mix of people. I 
thought it was really essential 
that we had all sorts of different 
places where people could ob-
serve the inauguration. It creat-
ed an environment that people 
who either loved the inaugura-
tion, hated it, or felt indifferent 
could still cooperate in.” 

Other students chose to 
use the allotted time in dif-
ferent ways. Victoria Song 
’18, who took part in the pro-
test-poster making opportu-
nity in the PMAC during the 
block, explained, “I thought 
that the activities offered 
were diverse and fitting for 
the occasion. I had a wide se-
lection to choose from, and 
I didn’t feel pressured to go 
to the inauguration, because 
I could express my politi-
cal views some other way. I 
thought that was nice.” 

Julius Chiang-Boeckmann 
’19 said, “I watched part of the 

By Nina Hastings ’18
Associate Editor

See INAUGURATION, Page 3

Before this year, a 
formal process for 
reporting these 
incidents wasn't in 
place.

Ms. Risa Vine
Director of Risk Management

Confidence Interval:  6

As young people, it's our 
job to be on the front 
lines of making change.

Mohammad Memfis ’17

Money Spent on College and 
Scholarship Application Fees

Squash Sets Sights High 
with New Coach

Ms. Jenn Pelletier, a HPRSS 
teacher, begins her tenure 

as coach.
Sports • P8



There is often a fear of Ge-
QHWLFDOO\� 0RGL¿HG� 2UJDQLVPV�
�*02V�� WKDW� ODFNV� VFLHQWL¿F�
backing. On Monday, January 
23, Dr. Kyle Skottke came to 
Choate to speak about the wide 
gap between the beliefs held by 
scientists and the general public 
RQ� VFLHQWL¿F� LVVXHV�� SDUWLFXODUO\�
regarding GMOs. 

Dr. Skottke works as a mo-
lecular analyst at the St. Louis 
headquarters of Monsanto, the 
leading producer of genetically 
engineered seeds and Roundup, 
a glyphosate-based herbicide. In 
addition to this talk, he attended 
a few science classes throughout 
the day, including Current Topics 
in Biology and Honors Biology at 
the Kohler Environmental Cen-
ter. Dr. Skottke stayed in the stu-
dio apartment at the KEC. 

Biology teacher Dr. Selena 
Gell is primarily responsible for 
Dr. Skottke’s seminar. She and 
Dr. Skottke studied together in 
the molecular biology department 
at Brown's graduate school. Dr. 
Gell’s Current Topics in Biology 
course covered genetically mod-
L¿HG� RUJDQLVPV�� VKH� VDLG�� ³6LQFH�
we spent all that time learning 
about GMOs, I thought it would 
be a great opportunity for the stu-
dents to actually talk to someone 
who does this professionally.” 

 Dr. Skottke’s talk, titled 
“What’s a scientist to do in a 
post-fact world,” discussed the 
lengthy  (around 13 years) and 
expensive (up to 150 million 
dollars) process of creating a 
JHQHWLFDOO\� PRGL¿HG� VHHG� IRU�
the market. He also stressed 
the importance of grounding 
one’s beliefs in science before 
answering questions.

Attendee Alan Luo ’18 said, 
“The talk was pretty interesting, 
and it was liberating to have 
ideas about GMOs backed up by 
actual facts.”

Arielle Landau ’17 disagreed. 
“I came out of the talk being 
very critical about what he said. 
I felt like he had been somewhat 
brainwashed by Monsanto as he 
thought they could do no wrong, 
when in reality Monsanto has 
been responsible for the det-
riment of many small farmers 
across the globe.”

While at Choate, Dr. Skottke 
said he “engaged in some great 
conversations.” He continued, 
“There were some great skep-
tical questions, and that’s a re-
ally healthy thing to do, to be 
skeptical. Hopefully if you ask 
the right questions and you get 
to concrete facts, at the end of 
the day you can come to a use-
ful conclusion. I hope students 
came away feeling that as a sci-
entist at Monsanto, I’m really 
trying to develop useful traits 
WKDW� DUH� EHQH¿FLDO� WR� IDUPHUV�
and to ensure that those traits 
are safe.” 

He concluded, “Based on the 
quality of questions that were 
asked, the student body was ob-
viously very thoughtful and re-
ceptive. I was surprised at how 
engaged all the students were 
and it was really a pleasant visit.”

F,-*&., J&'+&,. /0, /120P&3# 2 || T"# C"%&!# N#()

cess to the Internet will be able to 
take advantage of these services. 

The cost of standardized test-
ing is only a fraction of the cost of 
the college application process. 
Top-tier college admissions can be 
YHU\� FRPSHWLWLYH�� PDQ\� VWXGHQWV�
will go the extra mile to create an 
impressive résumé by attending 
summer camps, going on service 
trips, and utilizing 
an extra counsel-
ing service outside 
of school.

Ms. Landes-
man stated, “I 
would argue that 
those programs 
do not necessarily 
give any ‘edge’ at 
DOO�� LQ� IDFW�� PDQ\�
DGPLVVLRQ� RI¿FHUV�
are well aware 
of the costs and 
put just as much 
weight (if not more) on local ser-
vice projects. They care more 
about authenticity and what a stu-
dent learns than whether a pro-
gram is far away and ‘exotic.'”

If students think schools 
consider “demonstrated inter-
est,” meaning how interested a 
student appears to be in a school 
from actions such as visiting the 
VFKRRO�� HPDLOLQJ� RI¿FHUV�� DQG�
speaking with college fair rep-
resentatives, many students will 
pay the travel costs of visiting 
colleges throughout junior year 
and senior years. However, cer-
tain colleges “sponsor trips for 
low income students so they can 
experience a campus visit,” ac-
cording to Ms. Landesman.

Moreover, most colleges 
charge an application fee, rang-
ing from free to $90 for one 
application, with most falling 
around $75. Ms. Landesman 
commented, “Some students 
DSSO\� WR� RQH� FROOHJH�� RWKHUV� DS-
SO\�WR�WHQ��¿IWHHQ�RU�HYHQ�WZHQW\�
(that’s on the higher end).”

Financial aid programs, fee 
waivers, and scholarships can re-
duce the costs of the process. Ms. 
Landesman noted, “Applying for 

¿QDQFLDO� DLG� XVLQJ� WKH� )$)6$� LV�
IUHH��EXW�WKH�&66�3UR¿OH��UHTXLUHG�
E\�PDQ\�SULYDWH�FROOHJHV�IRU�¿QDQ-
cial aid) has a fee.” Some students 
may be limited in applying to cer-
tain schools based on the aid offer-
LQJV�DQG�WKHLU�¿QDQFLDO�VWDQGLQJV��

Ms. Landesman stated, 
“There are some cost-saving 
measures one can take. For ex-
ample, students who apply using 
the Tulane application, instead 
of the Common App, do not pay 

an application fee. Reed and 
Wellesley do not charge appli-
FDWLRQ�IHHV�DW�DOO��WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�
colleges that also do not charge 
a fee. There is no application fee 
to the University of Chicago for 
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�DSSO\LQJ�IRU�¿-
nancial aid. For some large state 
university systems, you can ap-
ply to multiple campuses for one 
application fee or for a small ad-
ditional fee. Students who quali-
fy are entitled to fee waivers for a 
limited number of standardized 
tests and application fees.”

While efforts have been made 
to alleviate disadvantages asso-
ciated with lower socioeconomic 
VWDWXV�� ¿QDQFLDO� VLWXDWLRQV� FRQ-
WLQXH� WR� LQÀXHQFH� VWXGHQWV
� FRO-
lege admissions processes. Ms. 
Landesman concluded, “Many 
colleges are interested in socio-
economic diversity and are sen-
sitive to these issues. Admission 
RI¿FHUV� DUH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� DFFHVV�
issues, and they work hard to 
make sure that students are not 
disadvantaged because of appli-
cation costs.”

Although the applicability of 
big data analytics is growing at a 
pace never seen before, data sci-
ence is a relatively new concept 
for many. Mr. Nathan Edwards 
’98 visited Choate on Friday, 
-DQXDU\� ���� WR� ÀHVK� RXW� VRPH�
of the ways data science can be 
incorporated to the Choate cur-
riculum. “Regardless of what 
you’re focused on, becoming da-
ta-literate is critical in order to 
understand the data that you’re 
bombarded with every day,” ex-
plained Mr. Edwards.

Mr. Edwards, who attended 
the Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy and began his career working 
for the Department of Defense, is 
now a partner at Madera Tech-
nology, where he created a model 
that uses big data to predict spe-
FL¿F�FRPSDQ\�UHYHQXHV�

He said, “When I told the 
'HYHORSPHQW�2I¿FH�DERXW�P\�LQ-
terest in supporting and funding 
interdisciplinary modeling simu-
lation and data analysis, they told 
me that I had to meet Joe Scanio. 
Joe and I had a good mind meld 
last summer — he’s doing some 
great things up at the KEC, and 
KH� UHDOO\� ORYHV� WKH� EHQH¿WV� WKDW�
data analysis provides to students 
there. I think he sees how power-
ful data analysis can be in other 
disciplines as well. This visit was 

just to see what Joe and other 
students are doing, so that I could 
help out in the best way I can.” 

Mr. Scanio, the Director of 
the Environmental Immersion 
Program, added, “When we talk-
ed last year, I asked if he’d be 
willing to visit again and speak 
to students. He was very excited 
about the opportunity to engage 
with them.” 

On Friday, Mr. Edwards 
spoke in various KEC and up-
per-level math classes, as well as 
to several faculty members. Mr. 
Patrick Guelakis, who attended 
the faculty meeting, observed, 
“Nate is very interested in know-
ing where in the curriculum the 
faculty feel that it’s appropriate 
to incorporate more hard data 
— not only the science classes, 
but also for history and social 
sciences as well.” 

In the evening, several stu-
dents were invited to a dinner 
with Mr. Edwards. According to 
Mr. Scanio, the dinner was ar-
ranged so that Mr. Edwards could 
hear from students the potential 
ways in which these techniques 
could be used. Katrina Gonzalez 
’17, an attendee, said, “His stories 
about his work at Georgia Tech 
and the Pentagon were really fas-
cinating. I also loved how he con-
nected all of that back to how data 
science is used at large.”

Melody Li ’18, another at-
tendee, commented, "I was 
very inspired by Nate's story. 
He really showed me that a 
person can be good at both big 
data work and history and the 
humanities. Nate's passion to-
wards war history has led him 
to where he is today. I think my 
biggest takeaway is to do what I 
love because I would not know 
where that would lead me to." 

Students watched in awe as 
photojournalist Ms. Julie Ja-
cobson showed them the pho-
tos she took during the Winter 
Olympics in 2002, the Iraq War 
in 2003, and the Haiti Earth-
quake in 2010. On the evening 
of Monday, January 23, Ms. Ja-
cobson came to Choate to talk to 
the journalism classes about her 
life as a photojournalist.

Ms. Jacobson, who current-
ly works for the Associated Press 
(AP), began her career as a pho-
tojournalist after graduating from 
the University of Kansas in 1992, 
when she began working for the 
Kansas City Star. She said, “ I 
WKLQN�LW�ZDV�D�UHDOO\�JRRG�¿UVW�MRE�
because I had to do everything — 
shoot photos, set up assignments, 
supervise other photographers, 
make page layouts.”

She joined the AP in San 
Francisco as a staff photographer 
in 2001, after which she covered 
events such as the 2002 Winter 
Olympics and the 2003 Super 
Bowl. Furthermore, Ms. Jacob-
son was embedded in the U.S. 
Marines and the Army in Iraq in 
2003 and 2004, respectively, as 
well as the military in Afghanistan 
in 2009 and 2010. 

During the lecture, stu-
dents were first shown a mon-
tage of select photos that she 

took throughout her career and 
were able to ask questions af-
ter. Arin Kaye ’17, an attendee, 
commented, “I was particularly 
taken aback by one of her anec-
dotes. While she was in Haiti, 
she saw a pile of dead bodies on 
fire. And then she saw a wom-
an screaming something with 
a Bible in her hand. Immedi-
ately realizing that the woman 
was about to throw the Bible to 
the fire, Ms. Jacobson got her 
camera and captured it. I was 
fascinated by her intuition and 
ability to read the situation in a 
matter of seconds.”

Mr. Mike Peed, one of the two 
Journalism teachers, inquired via 
Twitter if she would be interested 
in talking to the journalism stu-
dents about her work. Mr. Nich-
olas Molnar, the other journalism 
teacher, explained, “The students 
will be building a portfolio that’s 
going to include media beyond 
the written component — visual 
media, podcast, infographics, a 
photo essay — and we wanted to 
make sure that we offer students 
opportunities to see how a profes-
sional journalist approaches her 
work and also to make some new 
contacts in the journalism world.” 

Karen Shure ’17, another at-
tendee, said, “Previously, I was 
only really exposed to written 
forms of journalism, but it was 
interesting to see how the pro-
cess that goes into creating a 
work of photojournalism really 
resembled what you would do 
in writing as well.”

After the lecture, Ms. Ja-
cobson commented, “The stu-
dents were very engaged and 
were asking questions that col-
lege students ask. I was very 
impressed by how knowledge-
able they were.” 

Ms. Julie Jacobson
By Haley Chang ’18
Associate Editor

STUDENTS W ELCOME DIV ERSE R A NGE OF SPE AKERS

College Costs
Continued from Page 1

Using simple everyday ma-
terials such as Gatorade, dish 
soap, and meat tenderizers, Dr. 
+HDWKHU�<RUN��D�¿UVW�\HDU�PHP-
ber of Choate’s Science Depart-
ment, recently introduced eight 
third-grade students to vari-
RXV� VFLHQWL¿F� SULQFLSOHV�� 7DN-
ing time away from her Choate 
work, Dr. York led a workshop 
for the DNA Explorers Pro-
gram at the Wallingford Public 
Library last Saturday, January 
20, teaching children how to 
extract their own DNA. Dr. York 
also incorporated a lesson on 
the background of DNA and the 
basic concepts behind DNA ex-
traction. Her workshop marked 
the beginning of a multi-week 
program that the library is run-
ning to give local kids STEM-re-
lated learning experiences. 

Dr. York was interested in 
participating in this program 
because she believes that effec-
tive outreach has always been 
central to science. “Science is 
pretty much worthless if you 
can’t communicate it,” she said. 
“The whole purpose of science 
is to understand the universe, to 
understand the world around us. 
And if we can’t share what we’ve 
learned with others, then it’s as 
good as not having done it. We 
FDQ¶W�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKDW��:H�FDQ¶W�
move forward from that. I think 
it’s really important to share 
what we learn from science.” 

She added, “It’s always im-
portant to start teaching stu-
dents at Choate, and students 
in general, that part of science is 
good communication.”

Dr. York enjoyed the expe-
rience of leading the workshop. 
“The kids stayed pretty focused. 
They had good questions, and I 
got good feedback from the par-
ents,” she said. “I appreciated 
represent Choate and meeting 

some young kids who are inter-
ested in science.”

Dr. York learned of the op-
portunity to lead this workshop 
from visiting the library. After 
moving to Wallingford this past 
summer, Dr. York and her sev-
en-year-old daughter spent a 
lot of time in the public library. 
During one of those visits, Dr. 
York introduced herself to 
the librarian and asked if they 
needed any scientists to help 
with science outreach. The li-
brary contacted her a couple of 
months later. 

When it comes to science 
outreach, Dr. York has a lot of 
experience. “I’ve worked in the 
past with public libraries, both 
in Iowa and in Nebraska. I’ve 
also done science outreach at 
different nature centers and 
gotten involved with elementa-
ry schools,” she described. She 
continued, “I started working at 
the natural history museum at 
the University of Kansas when 
I was in grad school, and I did 
many different workshops for 
groups of all ages. I did one on 
sheep, bats, rainforests, birds, 
geology — all kinds of stuff.”

7KH�¿UVW�VWHS�RI�WKH�'1$�H[-
traction procedure was to swish 
Gatorade in their mouths for a 
couple of minutes, then to scrape 
their cheeks for cells and spit the 
Gatorade out. Gatorade has a 
high electrolyte content, similar 
to human cells. If human cells are 
placed in an environment with a 
drastically different ion and salt 
concentration, they can poten-
tially burst. Thus, the kids used 
Gatorade. “They had these little 
frothy cups of Gatorade spit, and 

at the same time, they’re trying 
not to laugh while they’re swish-
ing it around. It’s kind of a fun 
way to start the project,” she re-
called. “They’re wondering, ‘Why 
are we doing this? What could 
this mix possibly be?’ And then 
when I teach them about all the 
steps, it all falls into place, and 
they understand what’s going on. 
But it’s just fun to watch them 
get interested, to see the curiosi-
ty, and then to see them actually 
learn something.”

While she has worked with 
PDQ\�DJH�JURXSV��'U��<RUN�¿QGV�
particular meaning in working 
with children. She is especially 
interested in the way they think. 
“I’m always surprised at how 
well young people understand 
science. If you give them the 
chance to ask questions and to 
respond to you, to let you know 
what’s on their minds, it seems 
like even really young students 
can understand complex things,” 
she said. “It’s always good to get 
a glimpse of what’s going on in a 
kid’s head.” 

6KH�DOVR�¿QGV�WKDW�NLGV�VLP-
ply create a more fun learning 
environment, and she enjoys 
sharing her knowledge with 
them. “You can always im-

press kids with interesting or 
gross or cool-sounding things.” 
Dr. York concluded, “Kids are 
more fun because they’re more 
open-minded in general. They 
have a lot to learn — and it’s fun 
to watch them learn.”

Dr. York plans to continue 
her involvement with the public 
library. She is also looking for 
other ways to get involved with 
the community, such as working 
with Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
troops and nature centers or 
FOXEV�� ³,¶G� GH¿QLWHO\� OLNH� WR� JHW�
out there,” she expressed. “It’s 
something I’ve always enjoyed 
doing, and I’d love to strengthen 
connections between Choate and 
the rest of the community.”

She added, “What’s really 
important to me is that I think 
I represented Choate well, and 
that everyone seemed really 
receptive to the idea of get-
ting Choate students involved 
in more outreach,” Dr. York 
shared. “So, if that’s some-
thing I can bring into my class-
es, or help other people think 
about for their classes, I’d love 
to do that.”

Alyssa Shin may be reached 
at ashin18@choate.edu

TEACHER HEATHER YORK INSPIRES 
FUTURE SCIENTISTS OF WALLINGFOR D

By Grace Zhang ’20
Sta! Reporter

Grace Zhang may be reached 
at gzhang20@choate.edu

With guidance from Dr. Heather York, a young boy extracts some of his 
own DNA.

Photo courtesy of Wallingford Public Library
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Science is pretty 
much worthless if you 
can't communicate it.

Dr. Heather York
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inauguration, but I preferred to 
spend most of the time just dis-
cussing the event with my friends.”

Ollie Chessen ’19 said, “It 
was a good decision made to 
take part of the day off, just to 
make sure the day got some at-
tention." 

He noted, "There seemed 
to be a bit of discontentment, 
and some people were still very 
upset. I also think that people 
weren't given the opportuni-
ty to voice their own positive 
opinions about the day or be 
able to have a positive outlook 
rather than a negative one. 
There were so many people 

who kept being negative, and I 
think that people need to take 
a step back and just look at the 
positives for a second, though 
some may think that personally 
there may not be many."

He concluded, "It’s import-
ant that people can relate to one 
another and understand why 
someone may be upset or why 
someone may be excited for 
what’s to come, and I think it’s 
for that reason that the plans for 
the day worked — it caused peo-
ple to think about what they can 
do to have constructive conver-
sations and hopefully push this 
community forward.”

Inauguration
Continued from Page 1

Nina Hastings may be reached 
at nhastings18@choate.edu

ing on the information that is 
given, we approach the matter 
in different ways. If we are giv-
en the color of a car or a license 
plate, those are two different 
pieces of information, and we’d 
use it two different ways.”

If the police department were 
to receive any formal complaints 
containing valuable investigative 
information about street harass-
ment, “the police would probably 
get a report from whoever was the 
witness and take a statement from 
WKHP�� 7KHQ� WKH\� ZRXOG� JR� ¿QG�
the culprit and take a statement 
as well. They would then have ev-
idence to determine if there was 
probable cause to see if a crime 
was committed, and if there was, 
that person would be subsequent-
ly arrested,” according to Deputy 
Chief Mikulski. 

“Although insensitive and 
frightening," said Mrs. Vine, 
"street harassment is in most cas-
es considered freedom of speech 
under the First Amendment. Ulti-
PDWHO\��ZH�GRQ¶W�¿QG�LW�DFFHSWDEOH�
behavior towards our students 
and want to work with the Wall-
ingford Police to bring awareness 
to the problem and minimize it.” 
Wallingford’s Chief of Police, Mr. 

William Wright, who spoke about 
street harassment at a recent all-
school meeting, countered in an 
interview, “It depends on what 
exactly is said. If it causes you 
alarm, then that very well might 
be a criminal offense. It’s all situ-
ational. Yes, the First Amendment 
allows you to yell at the top of your 
voice in opposition to someone 
else yelling at the top of theirs, but 
it’s not a free for all.” 

The police cannot simply take 
a student’s word. There must be 
some kind of evidence — if simply 
how the words made the student 
feel — to have probable cause to 
arrest. This is why the process 
includes a statement from both 
parties involved. Deputy Chief 
Mikulski concluded, “The police 
would have to present both sides 
in an arrest warrant, and the judge 
would have to see more probable 
cause than not — it occurred or it 
didn’t occur — depending on what 
the situation and its severity were 
and did somebody feel harassed or 
intimidated. You can rest assured 
if you report something, we are 
GH¿QLWHO\�JRLQJ�WR�WDON�WR�DOO�SDU-
ties and make sure they know that 
the police are involved.”

Safety
Continued from Page 1

Camila Borjesson 
may be reached at 

cborjesson17@choate.edu

Many of the recent changes 
to school policy, such as those 
regarding the dress code and 
the class schedule, originated in 
a faculty committee. Each year, 
faculty committees assemble to 
look deeply at some aspect of 
school life. The reports they pro-
GXFH� EHQH¿W� WKH� VFKRRO� LQ� ERWK�
concrete and abstract ways.

Recently, Ms. Katie Levesque, 
Dean of Faculty, explained that 
there are two types of commit-
tees: standing and ad hoc. Stand-
ing committees last for many 
years, focusing on the overall 
vision for the school. Current 
standing committees include the 
faculty committee, which allows 
the faculty to raise points of con-
FHUQ� WR� WKH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�� WKH�
sustainability committee, which 
examines ways Choate uses nat-
XUDO� UHVRXUFHV�� DQG� WKH� GLYHUVL-
ty education committee, which 
considers how the school might 
continue to promote awareness 
of difference and inclusion. 

In contrast, faculty mem-
bers sometimes form short-lived 
ad hoc committees to address 
a simmering issue on campus. 

Last year, for instance, a commit-
tee studied Choate’s dress code 
and recommended many of the 
changes that the administration 
implemented last fall. Anoth-
er recent committee drafted an 
improved statement of expecta-
tions. Other ad hoc committees 
have included the daily schedule 
FRPPLWWHH�� WKH�KHDOWK��ZHOOQHVV��
and readiness for adult life com-
PLWWHH�� WKH� VLJQDWXUH� SURJUDPV�
UHYLHZ� FRPPLWWHH�� DQG� WKH� FXU-
riculum review committee.

“We have a handful of 
standing committees, but more 
frequently committees are the 
ad hoc,” Ms. Levesque said. 
“We want to look at this issue 
or topic, and we pull together a 
group of colleagues to do that, 
and then it’s over.”

Ms. Levesque added, “A lot 
of committees grow out as a re-
sponse to what is happening on 
campus. It is hard to predict in 
advance what we might be com-
ing up on next year. My guess 
is that after we adjust the daily 
schedule, there might be a group 
that thinks about the impact on 
our school calendar and other de-
tails around that.”

Faculty members typically 
volunteer to serve on a com-

mittee. “We usually make an 
announcement to the faculty ex-
plaining the charge and what we 
are looking for. From that, we 
get a list of volunteers and pick 
a cross-section of folks, since we 
want to have a variety of perspec-
tives,” Ms. Levesque explained. 
“Most committees have one chair 
or two co-chairs that have re-
ceived their charge from a senior 
RI¿FHU�DW�WKH�VFKRRO�´�

Ms. Levesque and other se-
nior administrators do not always 
have a strong role in the projects. 
“Typically, I would not be going 
to the meetings of the commit-
tee. I would be sitting down and 
getting a report and hearing from 
that group,” she said.

Nevertheless, the administra-
tion has set guidelines for com-
mittee work. Each committee 
works with a separate timeline. 
Ms. Levesque said, “Checkpoints 
are often built into their charges. 
There needs to be a draft of rec-
ommendation by this date, and 
so on. From that, we can get a 
sense of progress.” 

Additionally, committees can 
sometimes solicit the opinions 
of the Choate community. Ms. 
Levesque commented, “In any 
process that affects students, we 

would want to make sure the stu-
dent voice is involved in one way 
or another.”

She mentioned the ad hoc 
committee that drafted the State-
ment of Expectations in 2014 
as an example. Ms. Levesque 
continued, “We did a draft, but 
it was not the committee alone 
WKDW� ¿QDOL]HG� LW��:H� QHHGHG� LQ-
put from trustees, faculty, and 
students before it was settled.” 

Additionally, students com-
posed a majority of the dress 
code committee when the school 
decided to change the dress code. 
Ms. Levesque said, “Though it 
doesn’t always practically work 
to have students on the commit-
tee, certainly the student voice is 
an important component of the 
work that faculty do.” 

FACULT Y COMMIT TEES EFFECT CH A NGE
By Kate Spencer ’20

Sta! Reporter

Kate Spencer may be reached 
at kspencer20@choate.edu

)RU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��&KRDWH�KDV�
extended visitation hours to in-
FOXGH�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�VWXG\�KRXUV�
for the entire Class of 2017. The 
new hours went into effect on 
January 11. The deans say they 
will evaluate the effects of these 
changes to visitation to decide 
whether or not to continue this 
policy for future senior classes.

Dean of Students Mr. James 
Stanley said, “In making shifts 
for seniors, we are opening pos-
sibilities for students to work 
collaboratively or to hang out 
just as friends.” 

The sixth form deans and 
other deans had discussed ex-
tending visitation hours for pre-
fects as a prefect privilege in the 
fall. Students had also suggest-
ed to Ms. Rosalind Wiseman, 
a campus culture consultant 
hired by the school, ideas about 
changing the visitation policy. 
Later, the deans decided to ex-
pand the visitation changes to 
affect all seniors.

Mr. Stanley said, “If we were 
going to allow prefects to do this, 
then why shouldn’t this be acces-
sible to all seniors?”

Director of Residential Life 
Mr. Will Morris explained that 
“broadening opportunities of 
visitation and allowing all sixth 
formers to have this privilege 
could potentially normalize vis-
itation to a certain extent and 
potentially desexualize it.” He 
added, “I am certainly in favor of 
desexualizing visitation and cre-
ating more opportunities for boys 
and girls to gather in a social way 
that doesn’t carry sexual conno-
tations and overtones to it.” 

In early November 2016, 
Mr. Morris informally polled the 
school’s senior dorms. He said, 
“There certainly was a range of 
opinions among the heads of 
house. Some were supportive, 
and some had concerns. Ulti-
mately, there were enough sup-
port for the idea that we decided 
as a Deans group to move for-
ward with it.”

One of the main concerns of 
this new system is that visitation 

in the dorms during study hours 
could create a distraction from 
study conditions. Mr. Morris 
commented, “It is really going to 
be up to the seniors to demon-
strate that visitation and study 
conditions can co-exist in the 
dorms.” He added, “Prefects in 
particular won’t be asking for vis-
itation on nights when they are 
on duty, and nights when they 
are off duty they will be careful 
and mindful about others.” 

Some seniors expressed 
their appreciation of the 
change. “I think that, at least 
during my time at Choate, 
people looked at visitation as 
inherently romantic or inher-
ently sexual,” said Antigone 
Ntagkounakis ’17. “There are 
many areas on campus that 
are segregated by gender. 
From dorms to sports teams, 
and even the dining hall ends 
up being separated by gender. 
We have a lot of spaces that are 
gender specific or single-gen-
dered, and I think breaking 
that down would be good for 
the entire culture on campus.”

Chanin Kitjatanapan '17 said, 
“Once you open up 7:30 onwards, 
this will allow students to study 
together. It adds the academic 
portion to it. So no matter what 
they are going to do, the stigma 
is going to be lower. It is going to 
take time, but I think it is a good 
change.” He added, “Rather than 
jumping from very strict visita-
tion rules to no visitation rules, 
now we have a more similar 
approach to college, which will 
help Choate students be more 
prepared by having more lenient 
rules regarding visitation.”

Deans will follow up with 
dorm advisers at the end of the 
winter term to evaluate the ex-
pansion of visitation hours to 
the senior class. Mr. Stanley re-
marked, “How seniors handle 
this change is going to have a lot 
of power deciding whether we 
will ever do it again in the future.” 
He added, “We are showing a lot 
of trust in the senior class.” 

These gestures have only made 
the political environment more 
divisive,” he said.

Lily James '17, who par-
ticipated in the largest of the 
marches (in Washington) said, 
“I’m glad that I went to D.C. The 
atmosphere was one of extraor-
dinary excitement, compas-
sion, rebellion, and love. Every-
one was so kind, generous,and 
KDSS\� WR� EH� WKHUH�� WKHUH� ZDV�
no pushing in the crowds, even 
though it was packed. It was 
just an incredible experience, 
sort of hard to put into words.” 
She added, “We broke the re-
cord for largest protest in histo-
ry, with over 3.1 million people 
marching around the country!”

Despite the march’s goal 
to promote equality, predom-
inantly white and straight 
national organizers were reg-
ularly steeped in controversy 
leading up to Saturday. Wom-
en of color, LGBTQ+ women, 
and others accused organizers 
of dismissing intersectionality 
in womanhood and touting so 
called “white feminism.”

“It’s interesting that the main 
organizers of the event are white 
women,” said Blair Cox ’17, Pres-
ident of the Choate Afro-Lati-
no Student Association (CAL-
SA). She added, “Black women 
showed up to vote for Hillary 

— white women were the ones 
who didn’t — but white wom-
en are now like, ‘Oh, we have to 
¿[� HYHU\WKLQJ�¶� ,W¶V� QHYHU� DERXW�
sisterhood unless white women 
need something from the women 
of color community.”

Nonetheless, attendance 
was high across the globe in 
places like Frankfurt, London, 
and Tokyo, and the crowd of 
approximately 10,000 in Hart-
ford was composed of a diverse 
array of people and signs.

“Love Trumps Hate,” said 
one poster. Another read, “Wom-
en’s Rights are Human Rights.” 
Dozens of signs proclaimed, 
“Nasty Women.” A large “Press 
for Truth” poster was adjacent 
to a crossed-out Twitter logo 
captioned “Lead with Dignity.” 
There were also several witty ref-
HUHQFHV� WR� SHUVRQL¿HG� JHQLWDOLD�
“grabbing back.”

“Trump’s election is one of 
those moments in history that 
is very peculiar. We are going 
to be defined by how we act 
from here,” said Mogollon, with 
a hidden but ever-present pas-
sion. “There is an ever-present 
feeling of hope, even when one 
might take this all to be hope-
less,” he said.

James added, “It felt like this 
ZDV� GHPRFUDF\�� 7KH�PDUFK� GH¿-
QLWHO\�¿UHG�PH�XS�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ�´

Women’s March
Continued from Page 1

J. Bryce Wachtell 
may be reached at 

jwachtell17@choate.edu

VISITATION R IGHTS EXTENDED INTO  
STUDY HOURS FOR SENIOR CL ASS 

By Pinn Chirathivat ’19
Sta! Reporter

Pinn Chirathivat 
may be reached at 

pchirathivat19@choate.edu

A lot of committees 
grow out as a 
response to what 
is happening on 
campus.

Ms. Katie Levesque
Dean of Faculty

Protesters wave a variety of signs during the Women's March in Hartford, 
advocating for women's rights and responding to the beginning of 
Trump's controversial administration.

Photos by Bryce Wachtell/The Choate News
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To be completely honest, 
Diversity Day is some-
thing that I haven’t really 

looked forward to in the past 
few years. I was never really 
excited for Diversity Day be-
cause, while I was happy we 
were learning to celebrate our 
differences, I never felt united 
with other Choate students at 
the end of the day. This year’s 
Diversity Day came as a pleas-
ant surprise to me, because for 
WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� ,� VDZ� WKDW� LQWHO-
OHFWXDO�GLYHUVLW\�ZDV�¿QDOO\�EH-
ing brought to the table.

In such a tumultuous and 
partisan time in our nation’s 
history, one can hear the divi-
sive rhetoric spewed by both 
sides of the political aisle. I 
found myself in an increasingly 
strange place as the political 
season moved forward because 
of my own conservative politi-
cal views. It was a bizarre feel-

ing at times, and a dangerous 
one at others. About a month 
before the elections happened, 
I had a few encounters with 
people from my hometown. 
Some of these people were old 
friends and others were ac-
quaintances. I immediately be-
came upset when they began to 
shout hateful things at me that 
should never be said to another 
person. The most insulting of 
these comments was “traitor to 
your race,” as if I don’t love the 
community who raised me just 
as much as they do.

I usually don’t take these 
attacks personally and don’t 
OHW� WKHP� XSVHW� PH�� ,� ¿QG� LQ-
spiration in other people who 
I know have felt this hateful 
rhetoric in the past. One per-
son who has faced this kind 
of terror is Thomas Sowell, an 
African-American conservative 
economist who has published 
numerous acclaimed works in 
KLV�SURIHVVLRQDO�¿HOG��+H�SUHV-
ents a different opinion on race 
relations and welfare econom-
ics than “mainstream” liberal 
voices and has given unique 
perspectives and remedies for 
various social issues. I don’t 
necessarily agree with him on 
everything, but I admire him 
for providing his perspectives 
that break the traditional or-
thodoxy of opinions expected 

of the members of both the Af-
rican-American and Hispanic 
communities.

This rejection of freedom of 
thought within minority com-
munities isn’t limited to just po-
litical pundits and economists, 
EXW�KDV�LQ¿OWUDWHG�+ROO\ZRRG�DV�
well. Zoe Saldana, an American 
of Dominican and Puerto Rican 
decent, also stated her perspec-
tive on the peaceful transfer 
of power to President Donald 
Trump. In an interview with 
Jorge Ramos of Univision, she 
stated, “I have faith in [Donald 
Trump] because he is the presi-
dent of my nation, and I was not 
raised to have preference to a 
person, but to be an American.” 
A supporter of Hillary Clinton 
and a fan of Barack Obama, 
Saldana took the liberty of try-
ing to provide a voice of reason 
and of bipartisanship in such a 
divisive time, but many in the 
online community felt other-
wise. Some criticisms were very 

reasonable, but others were ex-
tremely misplaced and rude. I 
found it funny and sad to watch 
the crowd rush to distance itself 
from a person brave enough to 
out of the norm.

With all of these things in 
mind, I was pleasantly sur-
prised that the Diversity Day 
planners made sure that intel-
lectual diversity was present by 
giving students the freedom to 
give their own opinions in vari-
ous workshops and classroom 
discussions, rather than simply 
holding another school meet-
ing in which the administration 
only offered one point of view. 
This year, perhaps because of 
the emphasis that the School 
put on having those with dif-
fering viewpoints speak up, I 
heard a lot more diversity of 
opinion than in past years. 
With luck, this will continue. 
Giving individuals the power 
to express their personal views 
freely and respectfully will cre-
ate an environment in which 
we can actually have the con-
versations that matter. The 
end result will be diversity that 
creates trust and most impor-
tantly, unity. 

WH Y !INTELLECTUAL " 
DIVERSIT Y MAT TERS

Joshua Gonzalez is a 
sixth former from Elizabeth, 
N.J. He may be reached at 
jgonzalez17@choate.edu

By Joshua Gonzalez ’17
Opinions Writer

My Choate career has 
been marked by fail-
ure. My first year 

here, I blundered through a 
“reasonably successful third 
form year,” as my term report 
reads, but I’ve had my share of 
Thursday D’s. Like many Choate 
students — like many teenag-
ers — I matured and developed 
useful habits to the credit of my 
prefects, advisers, and deans. 

Much like these role mod-
els, my mistakes have guided 
me to my improved yet still im-
provable state. I am thankful 
that Choate forgave, permit-
ted, and at times encouraged 
my mistakes inside and out-
side of the classroom, such as 
skipping a class to study for an 
upcoming in-class essay. How-
ever, I’ve always been disap-
pointed that Choate offers no 
second chance for one mistake 
in particular: drug offenses.

I oppose Choate’s policy of 
zero tolerance toward drugs 
for two reasons. First, research 
shows that zero-tolerance poli-
cies not only fail to deter drug 
use, but they also can be active-
ly detrimental to high school 
students. Second, Choate is 
wrong to discipline violators of 
its drug policy differently than 
violators of its policies on alco-
hol and tobacco. 

In Choate’s case, zero toler-
ance means that any student 
who purchases, manufactures, 
possesses, distributes or abus-
es illegal drugs, prescription 
drugs, or “any other chemical 
substances” will be dismissed 
without exception. 

By default, zero-tolerance 
policies lack nuance and flex-
ibility, both of which are nec-
essary to avoid instances of ex-
cessive force. For this reason, 
zero-tolerance policies have 
caused national controversy. 
In 2001, the St. Pete Times 
reported that a ten-year-old 
girl was expelled for bringing 
a knife to a local school, de-
spite the fact that her mother 
placed the small knife in the 
girl’s lunchbox for cutting an 
apple and that she handed the 
knife over to authorities im-
mediately. In another instance, 

a boy suffered expulsion for 
speaking on the phone with his 
mother while at school, even 
though his mother was a sol-
dier deployed in Iraq and had 
not spoken to him in 30 days. 

Proponents of zero-toler-
ance policies in general often 
justify these instances of gross 
mismanagement by espousing 
the benefits of a strong and un-
wavering message sent to stu-
dents, aimed at deterring more 
serious wrongdoing. Yet, in 
the years after zero-tolerance 
policies gained popularity in 
the 1990s, the psychological 
community has discredited the 
notion that such policies in-
crease deterrence. In 2008, the 
American Psychological As-
sociation Zero Tolerance Task 
Force published an extensive 
review of literature regarding 
zero-tolerance policies from 
throughout 20 years of the 
policy’s prominence asserting 
that “there is no evidence…that 
zero tolerance has increased 
the consistency of school dis-
cipline across schools with 
identical policies.” The Task 
Force found that school faculty 
members tend to enforce their 
zero-tolerance rules inconsis-
tently, by varying their levels 
of vigilance and inserting their 
personal disciplinary philoso-
phies in every case. 

In varying their disciplin-
ary practices, a school’s per-
sonnel negate the consistency 
with which zero-tolerance poli-
cies are meant to be enforced. 
Choate ought not to consider 
itself beyond the scope of this 
study: we need to investigate 
whether all faculty enforce the 
drug policy with equal rigor. 
If not, Choate cannot claim 
that its policy on drugs sends 
a clear and consistent message 
to its students.

Now, what about the conse-
quences on the campus of im-
mediately removing students 
who don’t comply with Cho-
ate’s drug policy? A 1980 study 
by Professor James Bickel, at 
the University of Kentucky, 
found that schools with higher 
rates of school suspension and 
expulsion appear to have less 
satisfactory ratings of school 
climate, as measured by trained 
observers. Another study by 
Shi-Chang Wu, supported by 
the National Institute of Edu-
cation, concluded that schools 
with higher rates of serious 
discipline appear to have less 
satisfactory school governance 
structures. In 2004, University 
of Florida professor Terrance 
M. Scott reported that schools 
with higher rates of serious 
discipline tend to spend a dis-
proportionate amount of time 
on disciplinary matters. 

The biggest confusion of 
Choate’s zero-tolerance policy, 
however, lies in the Student 
Handbook itself, in the dispa-
rate treatment between drugs 
and substances like alcohol or 
tobacco. Why does the school 
“aspire to be a drug free com-
munity,” yet often permit stu-
dents who consume alcohol to 
remain on campus? In draw-
ing this distinction, Choate 
acknowledges that the illegal 
consumption of a prohibited 
substance doesn’t necessarily 
place the community in dire 
straits. Therefore, either zero-
tolerance policy must be re-
pealed, or the Handbook must 
explain why Choate chooses 
not to tolerate certain sub-
stances, despite the evidence 
that shows these policies hurt 
their communities. 

This distinction may be 
rooted in the fact that alcohol 
and tobacco are restricted, not 
illegal, substances. But this im-
plies that underage drinking, 
by virtue of its legal classifica-
tion, disrupts the “order and 
decorum” that the major rules 
intend to protect more than il-
licit substances. Given the con-
troversy regarding drug crimi-
nalization, a process whose 
history has been marred with 
racial prejudice and antisci-
entific biases, the assumption 
that drugs are worse because 

they’re illegal is a weak and se-
mantic one that Choate hardly 
defends in its Handbook. Fur-
thermore, this argument seems 
to suggest that because Choate 
students may one day legally 
consume alcohol and tobacco, 
the illegal consumption of 
those substances today is less 
reprehensible. This suggestion 
is, of course, ludicrous: why 
should one person be found in 
violation of the law lose his or 
her place here while another 
does not? On both counts, the 
argument that drug posses-
sion, because of its heightened 
illegality, warrants more disci-
pline than alcohol and tobacco 
possession falls. I would like to 
hope that Choate’s reasoning 
behind its discrepancy is root-
ed in more complex reasoning 
than legal convention. 

Zero-tolerance can often 
lead to unreasonable punish-
ments. It also often fails to 
send a consistent message to 
students and improve school 
climate. Many times in my life, 
I have observed how second 
chances and forgiveness not 
only help one learn from one’s 
mistakes but also nurture a cul-
ture of reason and compassion. 
This is the kind of environment 
that best fosters learning. 

That environment is also 
fragile, requiring careful pres-
ervation. For that reason, I un-
derstand Choate’s intolerance 
of any action that is “detrimen-
tal to the wellbeing of the in-
dividual and the community.” 
However, I implore the admin-
istration to examine the true 
implications and consequences 
of a policy of zero-tolerance 
towards drugs.

Anselm Kizza-Besigye is 
a sixth former from Oxford, 

England. He may be reached at 
akizzabesigye17@choate.edu

By Anselm Kizza-Besigye ’17
Opinions Sta! Writer

This past Friday, the ad-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ� PRGL¿HG�
the schedule for all stu-

dents and faculty, clearing 
blocks out in honor of Inaugu-
ration Day. From 11:30 to 1:15 
PM, all members of the Choate 
community had free time to 
observe the inauguration of our 
45th president, participate in 
open discussions, or simply get 
work done for the two class pe-
riods following the free block. 

Initially, I had zero interest 
in watching the inauguration 
with any student on this cam-
pus, let alone those with differ-
ing opinions with whom I did 
not want to talk to at the time. 
However, I acknowledged my 
closed-mindedness and chose to 
view the traditional ceremony, 
standing in the back of the Lan-
phier lounge. Tensions were high 
as many students and faculty 
members sat and watched the 
swearing in of the next leader of 
our nation; some were psyched, 
some were sad, and some were 
simply shocked. The reactions 
to the inauguration were quite 
predictable: most students re-
mained silent while a few stu-
dents clapped and cheered in 
support. While this sharp con-
trast between the silent and the 
rowdy seemed awkward ini-
tially, everyone respected each 
RWKHU�DQG�QR�¿JKWV�HQVXHG�

When the School sent out 
the Friday schedule for the 
¿UVW� WLPH�� ,� ZDV� LQFUHGLEO\�
confused. How could we pos-
sibly maintain our focus in 
class after seeing such a his-
toric event? After all, shouldn’t 
students have an opportunity 
immediately afterwards to 
discuss the speeches delivered 
and express our emotions? 

That being said, the deci-
sion to insert a free block into 

the middle of the day for the 
sake of watching the inaugu-
ration ceremony is still much 
more considerate than not al-
lowing members of the com-
munity to watch at all. 

It is important to recog-
nize and appreciate the work 
that goes into creating a special 
schedule for a day. Although 
Choate is a private institution 
and does not have a set num-
ber of necessary class days by 
the end of the year like public 
schools, the administration has 
to put much thought into the 
best way to insert a free block 
into the schedule and what has 
WR�EH�VDFUL¿FHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�
the timing work. We have the 
privilege to attend a school that 
has the ability to cater to the de-
sires of the students. If students 
want to watch the inauguration, 
the School can make that hap-
pen. It is important that the 
School continues to carve out 
time for the students to watch 
these types of events, as having 
these school-wide free periods 
provides the opportunity for all 
students to raise their political 
awareness and gives students no 
excuse not to watch. 

Although I would have ap-
SUHFLDWHG� PRUH� WLPH� WR� UHÀHFW�
on the speeches given during the 
inauguration ceremony instead 
of having to go straight to class, 
we should all be grateful to Cho-
ate for giving us the chance to 
set our studies aside and witness 
history before our very eyes. I 
would advise us all to take ad-
vantage of the time Choate gives 
us, and further our knowledge 
on the topics at hand. After all, 
the School is not changing the 
typical class schedule so we can 
get through the day like it is any 
given Friday.

By Eben Cook ’18
Associate Editor

Kristen Altman ’18
Haley Chang ’18 
Eben Cook ’18

Jackson Elkins ’18
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Eben Cook is a fi!h former from 
Wallingford, Conn. He may be 

reached at ecook18@choate.edu

I  found myself in 
a strange place 
because of my 
conservative 

political views.

Zero-tolerance 
often fails to 

send a consistent 
message to 

students and 
improve school 

climate.

)RU�WKH�¿UVW�
time I  saw 

that intellectual 
diversity was 
being brought 

to the table.

Zero Tolerance on Drugs: Is it Fair?

Witnessing History in 
Lanphier Commons

Zero-tolerance 
policies lack 
the nuance 

DQG�ÀH[LELOLW\�
necessary to avoid 
H[FHVVLYH�IRUFH�

Anselm Kizza-Besigye '17 on the shortcomings of a zero-tolerance policy on drugs

Illustration by Katharine Li '17

�

�

�
����������
����		�����
��	��
�����	��	��

���������������
����	�	������
�	��

�



F!"#$%, J$&'$!% (), (*+) T,- C,.$/- N-01 || P$2- 5

TODAY IN HISTORY:
S.3"-/ /!..41 5"6-!$/- A'1-
7,0"/8 $&# B"!9-&$' (+:;<).

MASS MEDIA: MASSIVELY PREJUDICED
By Roshni Surpur ’20

Opinions Writer

The media, in numerous 
forms such as newspapers, 
movies, and television, affects 
most people in the developed 
world. It informs consum-
ers of current, past, or future 
events from all around — and 
sometimes out of — the world. 
With all the benefits of media, 
however, come some draw-
backs. Prevalent throughout 
all forms of entertainment are 
double standards of mass gen-
eralization and discrimination 
against minorities, not limited 
to but largely about race and 
women. Mass media needs to 
change these racist and sex-
ist representations, so that the 
world itself can change.

Minorities are under-
represented in many fields 
of entertainment, especially 
the movie industry. An es-
timated 73.1% of films are 
based on white people, 12.5% 
on African-Americans, 5.3% 
on Asians, 4.9% on Hispanics, 
and 4.2% on other ethnicities.
Even worse than this gross 
underrepresentation is “white 
washing,” which is when direc-
tors cast white actors in roles 
originally written to be people 
of color. One example includes 

the animation Avatar: The 
Last Air-Bender, in which the 
antagonists are white and the 
protagonists are minorities. 
However, in the real life movie, 
the same antagonist is the Brit-
ish Indian Dev Patel, and the 
protagonists are white. This is 
only one case in which white 
actors were cast for characters 
of minority groups; this trend 
permeates the film industry. 
Furthermore, this double-
standard propagates the rac-
ist idea that “good guys” must 
only be white. 

Even when minorities are 
represented in media, they 
are not represented properly. 
Usually characterizations of 
minorities reinforce the nega-
tive stereotypes about their 
race. For example, in the news, 
many publications show bias 
when titling articles. When the 
article is about a minority, the 

editors will focus on the nega-
tive, whereas when it is about 
a white person, the editors will 
try to accentuate the positive. 
For example, “Oregon shooter 
recalled as quiet loner, close 
to his mother.” For the mass 
murderer Dylann Roof, one 
headline reads, “Dylann Strom 
Roof is described ‘as quiet and 
softspoken.’” In contrast, the 
New York Times wrote that 
Michael Brown, a black teen-
ager wrongly shot by a police-
man was “no angel” because 
he smoked, drank, and rapped. 
This clear double standard in 
news media once again rein-
forces racist ideals.

Not only do certain racial 
groups face discriminatory 
treatment in media, but women 
do as well. Provocative images 
of women’s bodies are often 
used as click bait to generate 
ratings or page views, which 
is extremely sexist. A woman 
should not sell her body for 
views, likes, or advertisement. 
In addition, ideals of the “per-
fect body” presented by the 
media, which are often altered 
by photo editing software, af-
fect girls of all ages by setting 
unrealistic body image expec-
tations. These sexist standards 
do exist for men as well, yet to 
nowhere near the same degree. 

It seems that to producers, di-
rectors, and magazine editors, 
the best way to get views and 
attention is physical exposure. 
This draws negative atten-
tion to women in media, and 
has negative consequences, 
as men conjure up marketed 
ideas of how women are meant 
to act. It is ideas like this that 
make many sexist men harken 
back to the “good old days” 
when women didn’t work and 
were easier to oppress. This is 
backed by the staggering statis-
tic that only 30.8% of working 
characters on TV are women.

Additionally, the few times 
that a woman is characterized 
as brave and bold, the distinc-
tion is made that she is only 
brave and bold “for a woman.” 
These comments, which are 
meant to commend those char-
acters and actors, actually de-
mean them by implying that 
braveness and boldness are 
traits reserved for men. 

Similar to minorities, there 
is a lack of representation of 
women in the movie indus-
try. 80.5% of working charac-
ters in movies are male, and 
only 19.5% are female. While 
only 10.7% of movies feature 
a balance of gender among 
the roles, the average ratio of 
male actors to female actors 

is 2.25:1. As women purchase 
half of the movie tickets sold in 
the U.S., it is important to rep-
resent women in films and not 
degrade them.

The United States is a very 
progressive country, and I be-
lieve that change can and will 
happen. The battle for prog-
ress starts with refraining from 
making derogatory statements, 
especially if they are meant as 
a joke. Then, it leads to stop-
ping others from making those 
statements and educating them 
about why doing so is wrong. 
Throughout our long and 
strenuous fight for equality, we 
must remember our goals and 
challenge the status quo with 
knowledge, logic, and truth. 
As Bayard Rustin once said, 
“If we desire a society of peace, 
then we cannot achieve such a 
society through violence. If we 
desire a society without dis-
crimination, then we must not 
discriminate against anyone in 
the process of building this so-
ciety. If we desire a society that 
is democratic, then democracy 
must become a means as well 
as an end.”

YES, WE CAN AFFORD OBAMACARE
By Liza Mackeen-Shapiro ’18

Associate Editor

Roshni Surpur is a third former 
from Union City, N.J. She may be 

reached at rsurpur20@choate.edu

Ever since it was enacted 
on March 23, 2010, the Af-
fordable Care Act (colloqui-
ally referred to as the “ACA” or 
“Obamacare”) has been one of 
the most contentious policies 
in Washington. Although its 
purpose is seemingly uncon-
troversial — to provide reason-
ably priced healthcare to the 
American people — Obamacare 
still faces enormous opposi-
tion among many members of 
the GOP.  Unfortunately for 
the many Americans covered 
under the ACA, the incoming 
Trump administration and 
Republican Congress is intent 
on repealing the law. Clearly, 
this would be a catastrophic 
mistake that would deprive 
millions of Americans of their 
needed healthcare. 

One of the most common 
complaints about the Afford-
able Care Act is the high cost 
of insurance premiums (in lay-
man’s terms, the overall price 
of insurance.)  While it is true 
that premiums have risen since 
Obamacare was implemented 
— the most common insur-
ance plan will cost 22% more 
in 2017 than it did in 2016 — 
looking at these costs alone is a 
one-dimensional way to judge 
the Affordable Care Act’s suc-
cess. First of all, the hike in 
prices only affects those who 
purchase their own insurance. 
Those who receive healthcare 

through their employer (9.6 
million people) or Medicaid 
and other governmental pro-
grams (8 million), or the ma-
jority of Obamacare enrollees, 
are immune to rising premi-
ums. Even the purchasers of 
individual plans, who are af-
fected by price raises, can ap-
ply for a subsidy to mitigate the 
premiums. Additionally, as the 
Congressional Budget Office 
reported earlier this month, 
getting rid of Obamacare 
would actually cause premi-
ums to increase by about 20-
25% — thereby voiding one of 
the main arguments for repeal.  

Another frequently invoked 
criticism of Obamacare is the 
mandate, which is essentially 
an ultimatum between pur-
chasing health insurance and 
paying a fine of $695 per adult 
in the household. While it may 
sound oppressive, the individ-
ual mandate is actually deeply 
misunderstood. 

Despite what the name 
“mandate” may imply, individ-
uals who do not want Obam-
acare for practical financial 
reasons can get exceptions 
from paying the fine. If pur-
chasing a plan costs more than 
8% of your household income, 
if you got covered during open 
enrollment, if you only ab-
stained from coverage for less 
than three months, if you are 
below the tax-filing require-
ment, or if you have been de-
nied Medicaid, the government 
will absolve your responsibility 
to pay the fine. Ultimately, the 
individual mandate exists to 
ensure as many Americans as 
possible get health insurance 
— not to push people further 
into poverty. 

The Affordable Care Act 
survived numerous repeal at-
tempts during Obama’s presi-
dency, but it is currently in 
serious jeopardy due to the 
new administration.   Donald 

Trump, who has called Obam-
acare “a catastrophic event,” is 
eager to revoke the law as soon 
as possible.  Last Friday, on his 
first day in office, he signed an 
executive order that expressed 
his administration’s desire to 
execute a “prompt repeal” and 
“take all actions consistent 
with law to minimize the un-
warranted economic and regu-
latory burdens of the act, and 
prepare to afford the states 
more flexibility and control to 
create a more free and open 
health care market.” Although 
in characteristic Trump fash-
ion, he did not articulate any 
exact measures he will take to 
carry out the repeal, this ex-
ecutive order is still incredibly 

worrying. If the Trump admin-
istration revokes the Afford-
able Care Act, an estimated 
20 million Americans will lose 
their healthcare coverage. Cur-
rently, Republicans claim that 
their intention is to “repeal 
and replace,” repealing Obam-
acare and then taking a couple 
of years to come up with an al-
ternative and acceptable plan. 
However, if this occurs, those 
covered by Obamacare will be 
left without health insurance 
for as long as it takes the House 
and Senate to approve a new 
form of coverage. 

With a Republican con-
trolled House, Senate, and 
White House, it seems sadly 
inevitable that the Affordable 

Care Act will be repealed quick-
ly under the new Trump ad-
ministration. Although many 
Republicans will be pleased by 
this rejection of Obama’s lega-
cy, it will have dramatically di-
sastrous effects on millions of 
our nation’s citizens (including 
some of Trump’s supporters.) 
A full repeal of Obamacare will 
take away necessary healthcare 
from many vulnerable Ameri-
cans for an indefinite period 
of time, a move which will be 
nothing short of a tremendous 
national tragedy.

An estimated 
20 million 
Americans 

will lose their 
healthcare 
coverage.

By Donessa Colley ’18
Opinions Writer

From insulting the family of 
a gold-star soldier to mocking 
a disabled New York Times re-
porter, Donald Trump P’00 has 
proven himself willing to tear 
down anyone who disagrees with 
him. He is notorious for taking 
to social media to respond to any 
naysayers, most recently starting 
a scandal after tweeting about in-
telligence agencies that allowed 
“fake news” surrounding the 
Russian hacking allegations to 
leak to the public. Time and time 
again, Donald Trump has put his 
foot in his mouth, by attacking 
individuals and insulting entire 
demographics. Yet, the public, 
especially his fellow Republicans, 
have somehow always found a 
way to forgive him. This time, 
KRZHYHU��7UXPS�PD\�KDYH�¿QDOO\�
gone too far with his disgusting 
and disparaging remarks.

On January 14, 2017, a 
mere six days before Trump 
took office, the widely respect-
ed Representative John Lewis 

appeared on NBC’s “Meet The 
Press.”  On the show, he told 
host Chuck Todd that he be-
lieved Trump was an “illegiti-
mate president” due to Rus-
sia’s alleged influence on his 
campaign and that he would 
not be attending the presiden-
tial inauguration for the first 
time in 30 years. Unsurpris-
ingly, Trump took to Twitter 
to respond. Accusing him of 
being “all talk, talk, talk — no 
action or results,” Trump in-
sulted Lewis’s political career 
by implying he had not done 
enough to improve living con-
ditions in his district. This 
outburst is quintessentially 
Trump — in classic fashion, he 
criticized the person, not the 
comment. Usually, this would 
pass as another of Trump’s 
many attacks on various po-
litical leaders, but this time, 
Trump made one critical mis-
take: John Lewis is no ordinary 
politician, but rather a civil 
rights hero. One of the famous 
“Big Six” activists, Lewis spoke 
at the historic March on Wash-

ington and has fought tireless-
ly for racial equality.  Indeed, 
politicians on both sides of the 
aisle admire his legacy. Lewis 
has close relationships with 
Arizona Senator John McCain 
and even Trump’s own Vice 
President, Mike Pence, who 
have both voiced their support 
and respect for Representative 
Lewis in the past. 

The problem here is not just 
that Trump insulted a revered 
Civil Rights hero, or even that 
he spoke out against someone 
who is revered by many mem-
bers of his political party. Ul-
timately, the core issue is that 
Trump doesn’t know when to 
bite his tongue. Time and time 
again, he has gone too far in an 
attempt to exert his dominance. 
The United States cannot have 
a puerile president who is more 
concerned with getting in the 
last word than doing what is 
best for the nation. Trump 
turned the presidential election 
into a social media sandstorm, 
and if his actions over the last 
two months have been any in-

dication, he seems to be poised 
to maintain this pattern during 
his time in the White House.

Political beliefs aside, it is 
undeniable that Trump’s refus-
al to leave some things unsaid 
will be a major liability to the 
United States over the next four 
years. As the president, Trump 
is the voice of the people and 
the representative of American 
values to the rest of the world. 
If he continues to slander any-
one who dares to disagree with 
him, he will popularize a culture 
of censorship that will come to 
GH¿QH� $PHULFD�� (YHQ� ZRUVH�� LI�
Trump makes disrespectful and 

derogatory comments about 
world leaders, he may end up 
putting many of the strong al-
liances that America has estab-
lished (such as our relationship 
with China) in the last century 
at risk. His hotheaded nature 
could easily provoke an attack 
from our enemies, and consid-
HULQJ�KLV�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�¿[D-
tion with nuclear weapons, this 
could spell disaster for the coun-
try, and even the world.

From the moment Donald 
Trump won the election, many 
Americans began to fear for their 
safety and equality in this coun-
try. However, the biggest threat 
that Americans will be forced to 
face over the course of Trump’s 
presidency is his mouth. If 
Trump does not develop a verbal 
¿OWHU�TXLFNO\�DQG�VRRQ��WKH�ZHOO-
being of hundreds of millions 
of hardworking and innocent 
Americans both at home and 
overseas will be gravely at risk.

Donessa Colley is a fi!h former 
from Bloomfield, Conn. She may be 
reached at dcolley18@choate.edu

PU T TI NG THE BULLY I N THE BULLY PULPI T

Liza Mackeen-Shapiro is a 
fi!h former from  New York, 
N.Y. She may be reached at 

lmackeenshapiro18@choate.edu

When a woman 
is characterized 

as brave and 
bold, she is only 
brave and bold 
“for a woman.”

A!er Trump was elected President, millions of Americans signed up for insurance before Obama le! o"ice.
Photo courtesy of Obamacare.org

This outburst is 
quintessentially 

Trump — in 
classic fashion, 

he criticized 
the person, not 
the comment.

First
100 Days

I am honored to serve 
you, the great American 
People, as your 45th 
President of the United 
States!

Hi everybody! Back 
to the original handle. 
Is this thing still on? 
4PJOLSSL�HUK�0�HYL�VɈ�VU�
a quick vacation, then 
we’ll get back to work.

Thank you to every 
single person who joined 
us in the streets yester-
day. #WomensMarch

No one will emerge as 
the winner in a trade 
war, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping says at 
#wef17

Pres Xi is right, but eco-
nomic success begins 
with secure int’l trade 
routes and a willingness 
for diplomatic solutions 
to global mobility.

If Mr. Trump is serious 
about standing up for 
working families, he 
won’t throw 20 million 
^VYRPUN�WLVWSL�VɈ�VM�
health insurance.

Whatever your poli-
tics, in order to debate, 
argue, compromise, 
and get things done, we 
have to be able to agree 
on a baseline of facts.

Perhaps @POTUS @
realDonaldTrump & the 
@GOP didn’t get the 
message Saturday: 
We’re not taking wom-
en’s rights back – not 
now, & not ever.

The American people are 
ready for solutions after 
8 long years, they’re 
ready for Democrats to 
work with Republicans 
to deliver them.

Peaceful protests are a 
hallmark of our democ-
racy. Even if I don’t al-
ways agree, I recognize 
the rights of people to 
express their views.
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New Parental Leave Policy, More Time to Adjust
By Kristen Altman ’18

Associate Editor

$W� 1HWÀL[�� SDLG� PDWHUQLW\�
OHDYH�FDQ�ODVW�IRU�XS�WR�D�\HDU��$W�
*RRJOH�� LW� VSDQV� ��� ZHHNV�� 8Q-
WLO� UHFHQWO\�� SDLG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�
IRU�&KRDWH� IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�ZDV�
PXFK� VKRUWHU� ²� JUDQWLQJ� RQO\�
VL[� WR� HLJKW� ZHHNV� RI� SDLG� OHDYH�
IRU�WKH�ELUWK�PRWKHU�DQG�MXVW�RQH�
ZHHN�RI�SDLG�OHDYH�IRU�WKH�VSRXVH��
,Q� WKH�SDVW� \HDU�� WKH�&KRDWH� DG-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ�KDV�DOWHUHG�WKH�IDP-
LO\� OHDYH� SROLF\� WR� HQFRPSDVV�
ORQJHU�SHULRGV�RI�SDLG�PDWHUQLW\�
OHDYH�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�
SDLG�VSRXVDO�OHDYH�

7KH�QHZ�SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�SROLF\�
ZDV�GUDIWHG�E\�WKH�)DFXOW\�&RP-
PLWWHH� �D� VWDQGLQJ� FRPPLWWHH�
WKDW�DGGUHVVHV�LVVXHV�UHODWLQJ�WR�
IDFXOW\�OLIH��DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�GXULQJ�WKH������
�����VFKRRO�\HDU�DQG�¿QDOL]HG�LQ�
-XO\�������,W�HQVXUHV�WKDW�IDFXOW\�
KDYH�DPSOH�WLPH�WR�FDUH�IRU�WKHLU�
QHZERUQV� EHIRUH� UHWXUQLQJ� WR�
WKHLU�GXWLHV�DW�&KRDWH��

7KHUH� DUH� QRZ� IRXU� W\SHV�
RI� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�� ELUWK� PRWKHU�
OHDYH�� ZKLFK� ODVWV� VL[� WR� HLJKW�
ZHHNV� GHSHQGLQJ� RQ� WKH� WLPH�
QHHGHG� IRU� PHGLFDO� UHFRYHU\��
QRQ�ELUWK�SDUHQW�OHDYH��IRU�IDFXO-
W\�PHPEHUV�ZKRVH�SDUWQHU�LV�WKH�
ELUWK�SDUHQW�RI�D�QHZ�FKLOG��ZKLFK�
ODVWV� IRU� RQH� ZHHN�� DGGLWLRQDO�
SDUHQW�OHDYH��ZKLFK�DOORZV�HLWKHU�
SDUHQW�WR�WDNH�DQRWKHU�VL[�ZHHNV�
RII�� DQG� DGRSWLRQ� OHDYH�� ZKLFK�
ODVWV� IRU� WZHOYH� ZHHNV� WKXV� HQ-
VXULQJ� DGRSWLYH� SDUHQWV� UHFHLYH�
HTXDO�WLPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�DV�
QRQ�DGRSWLYH�SDUHQWV�

&RQYHUVDWLRQV�DERXW� WKH�SD-
UHQWDO�OHDYH�SROLF\�KDYH�EHHQ�RQ-
JRLQJ� IRU�PRUH� WKDQ� WZR� \HDUV��
0U�� 2OLYHU�0RUULV�� &KDLU� RI� WKH�
)DFXOW\� &RPPLWWHH� GXULQJ� WKH�

���������� VFKRRO� \HDU�� VWDWHG��
³)DPLO\�OHDYH�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�
WRSLF�RI� FRQYHUVDWLRQ��EXW� LW�EH-
FDPH�D�ORW�PRUH�SXEOLF�WZR�\HDUV�
DJR�ZKHQ�ZH�KDG�D�ULVH�LQ�IDFXOW\�
PHPEHUV�RQ�OHDYH�´�

0U��0RUULV�GHVFULEHG�VHYHUDO�
GLIIHUHQW�FKDQQHOV�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�
WKH�)DFXOW\�&RPPLWWHH�ZDV�PDGH�
DZDUH�RI�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�WKH�SD-
UHQWDO�OHDYH�SROLF\��+H�VDLG��³)DF-
XOW\�PHPEHUV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�
VSHDN� WR� WKH�&RPPLWWHH� WR� UDLVH�
DQ\� LVVXHV� WKH\� ZDQW� XV� WR� GLV-
FXVV� GXULQJ� RXU�PHHWLQJV�� $IWHU�
D� FRXSOH� SHRSOH� UHTXHVWHG� ZH�
WDON� DERXW� OHDYH�� WKH�&RPPLWWHH�
RSHQHG� XS� D� PHHWLQJ� DQG� VDLG��
µ,I� \RX�ZDQW� WR� WDON� WR� XV� DERXW�
IDPLO\�OHDYH��SOHDVH�GR�¶�:H�KDG�D�
QXPEHU�RI�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�IURP�
RXWVLGH� WKH� &RPPLWWHH� FRPH� WR�
WDON�DERXW�FKDQJH�´�

)URP� WKLV�PHHWLQJ�� WKH�)DF-
XOW\� &RPPLWWHH� GUDIWHG� WKHLU�
¿UVW�YLVLRQ�RI�D�UHIRUPHG�SDUHQ-
WDO�OHDYH�SROLF\��$IWHU�SODQQLQJ�D�
QHZ� V\VWHP� WKDW� ZRXOG� H[SDQG�
SDLG�OHDYH�WR�WHQ�ZHHNV��WKH\�DS-
SURDFKHG�WKH�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUD-

WLRQ�WR�GLVFXVV�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��
0V��.DWLH�/HYHVTXH��'HDQ�RI�

)DFXOW\�DQG�D�NH\�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�
LQ� WKH� UHIRUP�SURFHVV�� HODERUDW-
HG�RQ�WKH�HWKRV�RI�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�
EHWZHHQ� IDFXOW\�DQG� WKH�DGPLQ-
LVWUDWLRQ�� 6KH� H[SODLQHG�� ³7KHUH�
ZDV� D� QHZ� DZDUHQHVV� WKDW� QRW�
DOO� SDUHQWLQJ� FRXSOHV� DUH� IDWKHU�
DQG� PRWKHU�� VR� ZH� ZDQWHG� RXU�
ODQJXDJH� DQG� RXU� SROLFLHV� WR� EH�
PRUH�JHQGHU�H[SDQVLYH��:H�DOVR�
ZDQWHG�WR�VXSSRUW�FROOHDJXHV� LQ�
D�YDULHW\�RI�ZD\V�WKDW�ZRUNHG�IRU�
WKHP� DQG� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV� LQ� ZHO-
FRPLQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WKHLU�OLYHV�´

7KURXJK� WKHVH� GLVFXVVLRQV��
WKH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� H[SDQGHG�
XSRQ� WKH� SROLF\� VXJJHVWHG� E\�
WKH� )DFXOW\� &RPPLWWHH�� 5DWKHU�
WKDQ� VLPSO\� LPSOHPHQWLQJ� WKH�
UHTXHVW� RI� WKH� IDFXOW\�²� WR� H[-
SDQG� WKH� SROLF\� WR� WHQ� ZHHNV�
RI� SDLG� OHDYH� ²� WKH� SROLF\� DS-
SURYHG�E\�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DO-
ORZV�IRU�D�PLQLPXP�RI����ZHHNV�
RI�SDLG�OHDYH�IRU�IDFXOW\�SDUHQWV��
,QVWHDG�RI�UHIHUULQJ�WR�FKLOG�UH-
ODWHG�OHDYH�DV�³PDWHUQLW\�OHDYH�´�
D�WHUP�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�HQFRPSDVV�

DGRSWLRQV�DQG�DOWHUQDWLYH�IDPL-
OLHV��WKH�QHZ�SROLF\�XVHV�WKH�ODQ-
JXDJH�³SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�´�

0U�� $QGUHZ� $UFDQG�� (QJ-
OLVK� WHDFKHU�� IRUPHU� PHPEHU�
RI� WKH� )DFXOW\� &RPPLWWHH�� DQG�
SDUHQW� RI� 7KHR� $UFDQG�� ZKR� LV�
��� PRQWKV� ROG�� ZDV� SUHVHQW� IRU�
PDQ\� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� FRQFHUQLQJ�
SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�LQ�LWV�HDUO\�VWDJHV��
$OWKRXJK� 0U�� $UFDQG� ZDV� XOWL-
PDWHO\�XQDEOH�WR�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�
H[SDQGHG� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH� ²� KLV�
VRQ�� 7KHR�� ZDV� ERUQ� EHIRUH� WKH�
FKDQJHV�ZHUH�LPSOHPHQWHG�²�KH�
FDOOHG�LW�D�SRVLWLYH�FKDQJH�IRU�DOO�
&KRDWH�IDPLOLHV��0U��$UFDQG�VDLG��
³,� WKLQN� WKH�QHZ�SROLF\� LV�PXFK�
QHHGHG�� DQG� LW¶OO� DOORZ� IRU� IDPL-
OLHV� WR� JHW� WKHLU� KHDGV� DURXQG�
VRPH� RI� WKH� FKDQJHV� WKDW� RFFXU�
ZKHQ�WKH\�EHFRPH�D�SDUHQW�´

(QJOLVK� WHDFKHU�'U�� 6WHSKHQ�
6LSHUVWHLQ� ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH� ¿UVW�
IDFXOW\� PHPEHUV� WR� H[SHULHQFH�
WKH�UHGH¿QHG�SDUHQWDO�OHDYH�V\V-
WHP�� *UDQWHG� VL[� ZHHNV� RI� SDLG�
OHDYH� DIWHU� WKH� ELUWK� RI� KLV� VRQ��
1DWKDQLHO�� 'U�� 6LSHUVWHLQ� ZDV�
DEOH�WR�IRFXV�FRPSOHWHO\�RQ�IDP-
LO\��+H�VDLG��³%HLQJ�RQ�OHDYH�ZDV�
DPD]LQJ��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�EH�DW�WKH�
ELUWK�ZLWKRXW�IHHOLQJ�OLNH�,�KDG�WR�
EH�EDFN�DW�ZRUN�WKH�QH[W�ZHHN�´�

'U�� 6LSHUVWHLQ� FRQWLQXHG��
³7DNLQJ�WKDW�WLPH�RII�ZDV�LPSRU-
WDQW�IRU�P\�VRQ�DQG�,�WR�HPRWLRQ-
DOO\�ERQG�DV�D�IDPLO\��,�ZLVK�PRUH�
FRPSDQLHV� LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�
ZRXOG�DGRSW�SROLFLHV�OLNH�WKLV�´

7KURXJK� FRRSHUDWLRQ� EH-
WZHHQ� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV� DQG� IDF-
XOW\�� WKH� QHZ� SDUHQWDO� OHDYH�
SURJUDP�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�PRUH�LQ-
FOXVLYH�V\VWHP�IRU�&KRDWH�IDPL-
OLHV��'HVFULELQJ� WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�
WKH� SROLF\�� 0U�� 0RUULV� VWDWHG��
³7KH�IDFXOW\�OHDYH�SURJUDP�UHF-
RJQL]HV� WKDW� RXU� &KRDWH� IDP-
LO\� LV� PRUH� WKDQ� MXVW� VWXGHQWV��
VWDII��DQG�IDFXOW\��:H¶UH�DOO�SDUW�
RI� WKLV� ODUJHU� FRPPXQLW\�� DQG�
,� WKLQN� WKDW¶V� LQFUHGLEO\� LPSRU-
WDQW� IRU� XV� WR� DFNQRZOHGJH� LQ�
RXU�SROLFLHV�´

Kristen Altman may 
be reached at 

kaltman18@choate.edu

By Kristen Andonie ’17
Sta! Reporter

East and West? Two New Years Are Best

$OWKRXJK�1HZ�<HDUV¶�'D\�LQ�
WKH�8�6��KDV�ORQJ�SDVVHG��H[SHFW�
WR�KHDU� VRPH�ZLVKHV�RI� ³+DSS\�
1HZ� <HDU´� ZLWKLQ� WKH� FRPLQJ�
GD\V�� 2FFXUULQJ� WKLV� 6DWXUGD\��
-DQXDU\�����WKH�/XQDU�1HZ�<HDU�
LV� RQH� RI� WKH� ELJJHVW� KROLGD\V�
RI� WKH� \HDU�� DQG� PDQ\� &KRDWH�
VWXGHQWV�DUH�DPRQJ� LWV�FHOHEUD-
WRUV�� 7KH\� KDYH� IRQG�PHPRULHV�
RI� ERQGLQJ� ZLWK� WKHLU� IDPLOLHV��
FRQVXPLQJ� ORWV�RI� IRRG��DQG�UH-
FHLYLQJ�PRQH\��%XW�ZKDW�H[DFWO\�
LV�WKH�/XQDU�1HZ�<HDU"�

8QOLNH� WKH� *UHJRULDQ� FDO-
HQGDU�� ZKHUH� D� QHZ� \HDU� LV�
UHFRJQL]HG� HDFK� WLPH� ZH� F\FOH�
DURXQG� WKH� VXQ�� OXQDU� FDOHQ-
GDUV�IROORZ�PRRQ�F\FOHV��,Q�WKH�
&KLQHVH� WUDGLWLRQ�� HDFK� \HDU�
DOVR� KDV� DQ� DVVRFLDWHG� ]RGLDF��
�����LV�WKH�<HDU�RI�WKH�5RRVWHU��
PHDQLQJ� EDELHV� ERUQ� WKLV� \HDU�
ZLOO� EH� UHVSRQVLEOH� DQG� WUXVW-
ZRUWK\��/XQDU�1HZ�<HDU�LV�DOVR�
FHOHEUDWHG�LQ�PDQ\�$VLDQ�FRXQ-
WULHV� EHVLGHV� &KLQD�� LQFOXGLQJ�
.RUHD��-DSDQ��DQG�7KDLODQG��

:KHQ� DW� KRPH�� PRVW� &KR-
DWH� VWXGHQWV�ZKR� FHOHEUDWH� WKH�
/XQDU�1HZ�<HDU�IROORZ�WKH�JHQ-
HUDO�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�JDWKHULQJ�ZLWK�
IDPLO\� PHPEHUV� DQG� HDWLQJ�
FXOWXUDO� IRRG�� 6RPH�� OLNH�5LOH\�
&KRL�¶���DQG�$QG\�6L�¶����JDWKHU�
LQ� WKH� HOGHVW� IDPLO\� PHPEHU¶V�
KRXVH��ZKLOH� RWKHUV�� OLNH� 6H�5L�
/HH� ¶���� FKDQJH� WKH�GHVLJQDWHG�
PHHWLQJ� KRXVH� IURP� \HDU� WR�
\HDU�� �&KRL��6L�� DQG�/HH�DUH�DOO�
RI�.RUHDQ�KHULWDJH��

7KH�IHVWLYDO�FDQ�DOVR�EH�DQ�RS-
SRUWXQLW\�WR�KRQRU�GHFHDVHG�IDP-

LO\� PHPEHUV��
³:H� ERZ� DQG�
WKHQ� ZH� RIIHU�
VRPH�IRRG�WR�RXU�DQFHV-
WRUV�´�VDLG�&KRL��ZKLOH�6L�YLVLWV�WKH�
FHPHWHU\� WR�SD\�KRPDJH� WR�EXU-
LHG�PHPEHUV�RI�KLV�IDPLO\�

2QFH� WKH� IDPLO\� LV� JDWKHUHG��
SHUKDSV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRUH�FRPPRQ�
DQG� H[FLWLQJ� ULWXDOV� PDQ\� VWX-
GHQWV� REVHUYH� LQYROYHV� FKLOGUHQ�
ERZLQJ� GRZQ� EHIRUH� WKHLU� ROGHU�
UHODWLYHV� DQG� UHFHLYLQJ� PRQH\�
LQ� UHG� HQYHORSHV�� 7KDL� VWXGHQW�
3DYLQ�6HWKEKDNGL� ¶����ZKR�KDV�D�
ELJ� IDPLO\�� UHFHLYHG� DERXW� �����
LQ� RQH� QLJKW� GXULQJ� D� SUHYLRXV�
/XQDU� 1HZ� <HDU� FHOHEUDWLRQ��
³7KDW¶V�ZK\�LW¶V�JRRG�LI�\RX�KDYH�D�
ORW�RI�UHODWLYHV�´�KH�MRNHG�

$V� IRU� IRRG�� WKH� GLVKHV� WKDW�
DUH� SUHSDUHG� IRU� WKH� KROLGD\�
YDU\� QRW� RQO\� IURP� FRXQWU\� WR�
FRXQWU\�� EXW� DOVR� IURP� UHJLRQ�
WR� UHJLRQ� DQG� HYHQ� KRXVHKROG��
WR� KRXVHKROG�� $� IHZ� FRPPRQ�
GHOLFDFLHV�DUH�GXPSOLQJV��PRRQ�
FDNHV��DQG�.RUHDQ�ULFH�FDNHV�

0DUN� 6X� ¶���� ZKR� LV� IURP�
%HMLQJ�� &KLQD�� H[SODLQHG� WKH�
VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� VRPH� IRRGV��
³'XPSOLQJV� V\PEROL]H� JRRG�

OXFN� DQG� ZHDOWK�
EHFDXVH� WKH\� DUH� VKDSHG�
OLNH�DQ�DQFLHQW�JROGHQ�FXU-

UHQF\�� :H� DOVR� KDYH� VRXS��
EHFDXVH�VRXS�LV�D�PL[WXUH�RI�DOO�
WKLQJV�� MXVW� OLNH� IDPLOLHV� DUH� D�
PL[WXUH�RI�DOO�PHPEHUV�´

2QH� RI� WKH� WUDGLWLRQV� $ODQ�
/XR� ¶���� ZKR� KDV� VSHQW� PXFK�
RI� KLV� OLIH� LQ�+RQJ�.RQJ�� XVHG�
WR�REVHUYH�ZDV�WKDW�RI�VWXI¿QJ�D�
FRLQ� LQVLGH�RI� D�GXPSOLQJ�GXU-
LQJ� WKHLU� SUHSDUDWLRQ�� ³:KR-
HYHU�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\�JHWV�WKH�FRLQ�
LQ�WKH�GXPSOLQJ�ZLOO�KDYH�JRRG�
OXFN� IRU� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� \HDU�´�
VDLG�/XR�

6WXGHQWV� ZKR� OLYH� QHDUE\�
FDQ�HQMR\�D�IRRG�¿OOHG�IDPLO\�UH-
XQLRQ�GXULQJ�D�VFKRRO�ZHHNHQG��
EXW� ERDUGHUV� ZKR� ZDQW� WR� FHO-
HEUDWH�KDYH�WR�EH�FUHDWLYH��³/DVW�
\HDU��/XQDU�1HZ�<HDU�KDSSHQHG�
GXULQJ�/RQJ�:HHNHQG��VR�,�ZHQW�
WR�D�IULHQG¶V�KRXVH�DQG�ZH�PDGH�
GXPSOLQJV� DQG� ZDWFKHG� 1)/�´�
VKDUHG� $P\�*DR� ¶���� D� VWXGHQW�
IURP� -LDQJVX�� &KLQD�� 2WKHU�
VWXGHQWV�� OLNH� 6HWKEKDNGL�� ³MXVW�
6N\SH�RU�)DFH7LPH�SDUHQWV�DQG�
JUDQGSDUHQWV�� HDW� GLQLQJ� KDOO�
IRRG��DQG�GR�ZRUN�´

7R� SURYLGH� VWXGHQWV� RI� DOO�
EDFNJURXQGV� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKLV� KROLGD\�� WKH�
$VLDQ� 6WXGHQW� $VVRFLDWLRQ��
&KLQHVH� &OXE�� DQG� &KRDWH� .R-
UHDQ� )ULHQGVKLS� $VVRFLDWLRQ�
SDUWQHU�ZLWK� HDFK� RWKHU� WR� RU-
JDQL]H� &KRDWH¶V� DQQXDO� /XQDU�
%DQTXHW��7DNLQJ�SODFH�WRQLJKW��
-DQXDU\� ���� LQ� WKH� /LEUDU\�
5HDGLQJ�5RRP��WKH�/XQDU�%DQ-
TXHW� LV� RIIHULQJ� D� YDULHW\� RI�
$VLDQ�IRRG�RSWLRQV�

³,W¶V�D�JUHDW� WLPH� IRU�SHRSOH�
LQ� WKH� &KRDWH� FRPPXQLW\� WR�
FRPH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�FHOHEUDWH�DQ�
$VLDQ� KROLGD\� WKDW¶V� SUHWW\� VLJ-
QL¿FDQW� DQG� KDYH� D� QLFH� WLPH�´�
VDLG�$QJHOLQD�+H\OHU�¶����ZKR�LV�
D� PHPEHU� RI� WKH� &KLQHVH� &OXE�
FDELQHW��

:KHWKHU� WKH\� DUH� URRWHG� LQ�
ORQJ�VWDQGLQJ� WUDGLWLRQ� RU� DUH�
D� K\EULG� RI� GLIIHUHQW� FXOWXUHV��
WKH�PDQ\�ZD\V�&KRDWH�VWXGHQWV�
FHOHEUDWH� WKH� � /XQDU� 1HZ� <HDU�
UHÀHFW� WKH� GLYHUVH� EDFNJURXQGV�
WKH\�KDLO�IURP��

Kristen Andonie may 
be reached at

 kandonie17@choate.edu

Blazers Be Gone

By David Yoon ’88
Published January 23, 1987

These days, the dress 
code allows students to walk 
into classes wearing T-shirts 
and sweatpants, no ques-
tions asked. 30 years ago, the 
School decided to no longer 
require formal wear at din-
ner. The rule change made the 
front page of 7KH�1HZV�

/DVW� :HGQHVGD\�� IRU� WKH�
¿UVW�WLPH�WKLV�\HDU��&KRDWH�VWX-
GHQWV� ZLWQHVVHG� D� QHZ� GUHVV�
FRGH�IRU�GLQQHU�LQ�ZKLFK�FODVV�
GUHVV�ZDV�DOORZHG��0XFK�RI�WKH�
FUHGLW� IRU�DOORZLQJ� WKLV�DOWHUD-
WLRQ� JRHV� WR� 0U�� &KDUOHV� 'H\�
DQG�0U��7KRPDV�<DQNXV��

7KHUH� H[LVW� PDQ\� UHDVRQV�
IRU�WKLV�QHZ�FKDQJH��)LUVW��WKH�
GHDQV�ZHUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�EUHDN�
LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�ZHHN�WR�DO-
OHYLDWH�WKH�WHQVLRQV�DQG�SUHV-
VXUHV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU��6LQFH�
PDQ\� RI� WKH� WHDPV� FRPSHWH�
RQ� :HGQHVGD\V�� WKH� GHDQV�
WKRXJKW� LW� ZRXOG� EH� D� JRRG�
LGHD�WR�HQIRUFH�WKH�FODVV�GUHVV�
FRGH��,W�ZDV�DQ�LQFRQYHQLHQFH�
IRU�WKH�SOD\HUV�WR�FKDQJH�LQWR�
GLQQHU� GUHVV� DQG� UXVK� WR� WKH�
GLQLQJ� KDOO�� $OVR�� VLQFH� WKH�
GLQLQJ� KDOO� FRPPLWWHH� GLG�
VXFK� D� WHUUL¿F� MRE� LQ� NHHSLQJ�
ERWK� GLQLQJ� KDOOV� FOHDQ�� WKH�
GHDQV� WKRXJKW� WKDW� WKH� QHZ�
GUHVV�FRGH�ZDV�MXVWL¿HG��

7KH�JHQHVLV�RI�WKH�QHZ�GUHVV�
FRGH�SURSRVDO�EHJLQV�ZLWK�-RKQ�
/DVDOD�ZKR�ZURWH�WKH�SURSRVDO��

$OWKRXJK� KH� GLG� QRW� IRUPDOO\�
SUHVHQW� LW� WR�WKH�VWXGHQW�FRXQ-
FLO�RU�WKH�GHDQV��KH�GLG�GLVFXVV�
LW� ZLWK� VHYHUDO� DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�
LQFOXGLQJ�0U��<DQNXV��$W�¿UVW��
QRW�PDQ\�GHDQV� VHHPHG� LQ� ID-
YRU� RI� D� QHZ� GUHVV� FRGH� SUR-
SRVDO� IRU� GLQQHU�� 7KHQ�� /DVDOD�
VSRNH�WR�0U��'H\�DERXW�LW��0U��
'H\�ZDV�VWURQJO\� LQ� IDYRU�RI� LW�
DQG�DVNHG�0U��<DQNXV� WR� VHUL-
RXVO\� FRQVLGHU� LW�� 7KHUHIRUH��
0U��<DQNXV�GHFLGHG�WR�SXW�LW�WR�
D�WULDO�WHVW�IRU�WKH�ZLQWHU�WHUP��

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� 0U�� <DQNXV��
WKLV� SURSRVDO� ZDV� WULHG� ODVW�
VSULQJ�EXW� LW� IDLOHG�EHFDXVH� WKH�
GUHVV�FRGH�FRXOGQ¶W�EH�HQIRUFHG��
2QFH�DJDLQ��WKH�SURSRVDO�LV�RQO\�
D�WULDO��,I�WKH�FODVV�GUHVV�FRGH�LV�
DEXVHG�E\�SHRSOH�ZHDULQJ�MHDQV��
7�VKLUWV�� DQG� VZHDWV�� WKHUH� LV� D�
VWURQJ� OLNHOLKRRG� WKDW� WKLV� SUR-
SRVDO� ZLOO� QRW� EH� FRQWLQXHG� LQ�
WKH� VSULQJ�� ,I� WKH� GLQLQJ� KDOO�
EHFRPHV� PHVV\� ZLWK� VWXGHQWV¶�
WUD\V� DQG� WUDVK�� WKH� GHDQV� DUH�
OLNHO\�WR�WDNH�WKH�SULYLOHJH�DZD\��

$IWHU� VHHLQJ� WKH� UHVXOWV�
RI� WKH� QHZ� GLQQHU� GUHVV� FRGH�
ODVW� :HGQHVGD\�� 0U�� <DQNXV�
VHHPHG� SOHDVHG� ZLWK� WKH� UH-
VXOWV�� +H� VDLG�� ³,� WKLQN� LW� ZDV�
ZRUWK�LW�´�7KH�NLGV�DOVR�DSSUH-
FLDWHG�WKH�GLQQHU�GUHVV�FRGH�IRU�
GLQQHU��6DLG�/H[�+DUULV��D�¿IWK�
IRUP�VWXGHQW�FRXQFLO�UHSUHVHQ-
WDWLYH��³*ROO\���WKLQN�LW¶V�VZHOO�´

Archival research by 
Caroline Donatelli ’18. 

She may be reached at 
cdonatelli18@choate.edu

Dr. Stephen Siperstein and his new son, Nathaniel, share a moment.
Photo courtesy of Stephen Siperstein

We wanted our language 
and our policies to be 
more gender expansive.

Ms. Katie Levesque 
Dean of Faculty

Students share how they celebrate the Lunar New Year, both at home and on campus

Choate's Past Protests

%OXH�&DUGV�DUH�WKH�UHFRUGV�
RI�WKH�H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�
WKDW�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�
LQ�GXULQJ�WKHLU�WLPH�DW�&KRDWH��
1RZDGD\V�� WKHVH�FDUGV�DUH�DF-
FHVVLEOH� WKURXJK� WKH� &KRDWH�
SRUWDO�DQG�VHUYH�DV�D�UHFRUG�RI�
D� VWXGHQW¶V� DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV��
/LNH� %OXH� &DUGV� WKHPVHOYHV��
&KRDWH� KDV� D� ULFK� KLVWRU\� RI�
UHFRUGLQJ� VWXGHQW� DFWLYLWLHV�
DQG� LQWHUHVWV� ²� WKRXJK� WKHVH�
UHFRUGV�ZHUHQ¶W�DOZD\V�RQOLQH��

,Q�WKH�����V��ZKHQ�7KH�&KR-
DWH� 6FKRRO� DQG� 5RVHPDU\� +DOO�
ZHUH� QRW� \HW� PHUJHG�� &KRDWH�
VWXGHQWV�ZRXOG�KDYH�WKHLU�DFWLYL-
WLHV�� VSRUWV�� FOXEV�� KRQRUV�� DQG�
HYHQ�WKHLU�WULSV�WR�WKH�LQ¿UPDU\�
UHFRUGHG� RQ� ���´� [� ��´� FDUGV�
WKDW� ZHUH� EOXH� LQ� FRORU�� JUDQW-
LQJ�WKHP�WKH�WHUP�³EOXH�FDUGV�´�
7KHVH�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�UHFRUGV�ZHUH�
VWRUHG�LQ�ORFNHG�VWRUDJH�DUHDV��

0V��-XG\�'RQDOG��&KRDWH¶V�
$UFKLYLVW�� H[SODLQHG� WKDW� WKHLU�

LQLWLDO� SXUSRVH�ZDV� ³WR� UHFRUG�
ZKDW�D�VWXGHQW�KDV�GRQH�GXULQJ�
WKHLU�WLPH�KHUH��ERWK�DFDGHPL-
FDOO\�DQG�DWKOHWLFDOO\��DV�ZHOO�DV�
VRFLDOO\�� LQ� WHUPV�RI� FOXEV�DQG�
VR�IRUWK�´�

,W� LV� XQFOHDU� LI� 5RVHPDU\�
+DOO� VWXGHQWV� KDG� WKHLU� RZQ�
W\SH�RI�%OXH�&DUGV�

3ULRU�WR�KDYLQJ�%OXH�&DUGV�
GLJLWL]HG�� 'HDQV¶� $VVLVWDQWV�
ZURWH� %OXH� &DUGV� IRU� HYHU\�
&KRDWH�VWXGHQW�E\�KDQG��(DFK�
FDUG� IROORZHG� WKH� VDPH� ED-
VLF� IRUPDW�� ³)DOO�� ������ -RKQ�
SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ«��� KH� ZRQ«��
DQG�KH�SOD\HG«�:LQWHU�������
����«´�7KLV�SURFHVV�ZRXOG�EH�
UHSHDWHG�HDFK�VHPHVWHU��

$OWKRXJK�%OXH�&DUGV�DUH�QR�
ORQJHU�EOXH��RU�FDUGV��WKH\�FRQ-
WLQXH� WR� WKHLU�SXUSRVH� UHPDLQV�
XQFKDQJHG�� WR� VKRZFDVH� WKH�
FOXEV�DQG�H[WUDFXUULFXODU�DFWLYL-
WLHV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�SDUWDNH�LQ�

Elizabeth Quinn may 
be reached at

 equinn20@choate.edu

By Elizabeth Quinn ’20 
Reporter

When Blue Cards 
Were Blue Cards

Photos courtesy of the Archives

Top and bottom right: In addition to participating in local rallies in New 
Haven, Choate students attended the Moratorium March on Washington 
on November 15, 1969 to demand an end to the Vietnam War. 
Bottom le!: On April 22, 1970, 48 Choate students traveled New York City to 
join other environmentalists in a rally celebrating the first Earth Day. Also 
at the event were booths dedicated to other popular causes of the time, 
including women's liberation, voluntary sterilization, and vegetarianism.

+LGGHQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUG�VHDUFK�WR�
WKH� ULJKW� DUH� ���ZRUGV� WKDW� IRUP�
WKH�¿UVW�DQG�ODVW�QDPHV�RI�QLQH�RI�
3UHVLGHQW� 'RQDOG� 7UXPS¶V� FDEL-
QHW�QRPLQHHV�DQG�DSSRLQWHHV��7KH�
UHPDLQLQJ����OHWWHUV�IRUP�D�WKUHH�
ZRUG� SKUDVH� UHYHDOHG� E\� WKH� IRO-
ORZLQJ�FOXHV�

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
unlock rock

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
straight metal tube

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
don’t go forward

$QVZHUV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�RQOLQH�DW�
WKHFKRDWHQHZV�FKRDWH�HGX�
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FOR MER PMAC DIRECTOR’S ARTWORK 
ON V IEW IN THE GALLERY 

After approximately a year 
and a half of inactivity, In Moda, 
Choate’s fashion club, has res-
urrected. Haley Williams ’18, 
one of club’s leaders, stated that 
“the cause for the sudden start 
was due to the constant scrutiny 
about our club ‘not doing any-
thing.’ Different people made 
comments that suggested they 
felt they could run the club bet-
ter than we could. We’ve made 
many efforts prior to this, but we 
were only sophomores when we 
started, so when people would 
commit to modeling for us, they 
saw no issue in constantly bail-
ing on us.” As disappointing as 
this may seem, Williams and her 
partner and co-president, Kate 
Newhouse ’18, have taken the re-
sponsibility that Sophie Imamu-
ra ’15 endowed upon them and 
have begun to put it to good use, 
FRPLQJ�RXW�ZLWK� WKH� FOXE¶V�¿UVW�
ever publication.

After its release, the publica-
tion received a mix bag of emo-
WLRQ��+RZHYHU��LW�ZDV�LQÀXHQWLDO�
nonetheless. While some criti-
cized it for being unnecessary 
and done without much quality, 
PDQ\� IHHO�DV� WKRXJK� LW¶V�EHQH¿-
cial to introduce a club back to 
campus that promotes individu-
ality and supports different body 
types, which is a rare occurrence 
LQ� WKH�¿HOG�RI� IDVKLRQ��:LOOLDPV�
has been a good sport towards 
all reactions, stating that “I got 
a lot of praise which was greatly 
appreciated. As for people that 
didn’t like it... if ya don’t got hat-
ers then ya ain’t poppin.’ 

However, the only opinion 
outside of that of the leaders that 
truly makes a difference is that 
of Truelian Lee ’17, as the chair 
of COSA, or Committee on Stu-

dent Activity. Her job centers 
around maintaining the stabil-
ity of clubs currently on campus 
and reviewing new club propos-
als. “Looking back, initially the 
mission of the fashion club was 
kind of similar to the Interna-
tional Student Society in that 
it would be a discussion based 
club that also produced a pub-
lication. It was active my fresh-
man and sophomore year, but 
I did not see anything happen 
last year.” She continued, “Part 
of their resurrection was COSA. 
This year, we’ve made it a goal 
to maintain and follow up on 
existing clubs on campus. Part 
of it was on their part as well, as 
they did seem to recruit some 
other members for their mast-
head that weren’t fashion club 
members originally.” In terms of 
legitimate club organization, Lee 
said that their best route would 
most likely be to become singu-
larly a publication.

Looking towards the fu-
ture, Lee says that they need 
to “Have a regular publica-
tion schedule and adhere to 
that. Also recruiting beyond 
their masthead to have a 
steady foundation of writers 
in order for them to become 
a legitimate club on campus.” 
Williams, on the other hand, 
stated, “I hope to produce 
more photoshoots, potentially 
a big fashion show sponsored 
by a Choate alumni in the in-
dustry, and maybe even some 
film-based productions.”

As for the questioned expan-
sion of the club, Williams said 
“We are constantly expanding, 
growing and evolving... so yes.” 
It seems like In Moda is ready 
for its close up- again.

By Neve Scott ’18
Associate Editor

Neve Scott may be reached at 
nscott18@choate.edu

Students admire Mr. Terence Netter’s work as they walk through the PMAC Gallery.
Photo by Elle Rinaldi/ The Choate News

If you happened to stroll by 
the PMAC lately, you probably 
noticed the recent Arts Exhibition 
which showcases paintings by a 
man Choate knows quite well. 
Terence Netter, the artist behind 
these works, was the founding 
director of the Paul Mellon Arts 
Center in the 1970s. On January 
9, Mr. Netter returned to the Cho-
DWH�FDPSXV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DIWHU�
his retirement as an independent 
artist, bringing along some of his 
newest selected works. The three 
series included in the exhibi-
tion — ‘The Four Seasons’, ‘The 
Four Days of Creation’ and ‘The 
Zenscapes’ — were created in 
1996, 2006 and 2016 respectively, 
each indicating a different stage of 
his pursuit in the arts.

Terence Netter underwent 
a major change in his artistic 
style as he decided to dedicate 
himself to the practice of Zen 
Meditation in 2006. This deci-
sion originated from his sud-
den desire to express a sense of 
peace via art. 

Residing in his summer 
farmhouse in the Loire Valley, 
he was able to experience inner 
peace in the minimalistic sur-
roundings, which became an 

inspiration to his later works 
such as the ‘Zenscapes’ series. 

While there’s a bright con-
trast in the colors utilized for each 
painting, Mr. Netter was also able 
to keep it structurally simplistic. 
When asked to justify this inter-
esting choice, he simply respond-
ed by saying: “I subscribe to the 
view that one of the earmarks of 
an artist is that he knows what 
to leave out.” With this in mind, 
Terence Netter created many 
pieces that evoke a sense of space 
and room for contemplation for 
those standing before his art. In 
fact, one of his main goals as an 
artist is to provide his audience 
with opportunities in which they 
can leave their earthly desires and 
concerns behind, thus achieving 
what’s been called as spiritual 
minimalism. Though he longs for 
this message to reach the hearts 

of many, he, as an artist, does 
QRW�ZLVK�IRU�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�DFKLHYH-
ments other than to continue do-
ing what he loves most — art and 
meditation  — and sharing his 
thoughts with the world. 

At last, Terence Netter 
shared some thoughts with the 
Choate community and he left us 
with these words: “What I want 
to share with the Choate Com-
munity is on the walls of the Paul 
Mellon Art Center: I believe that 
the best part of any artist is ex-
pressed in his work. I hope that 
all the students who are there 
recognize how fortunate they are 
WR�DWWHQG�VXFK�D�¿QH�VFKRRO�ZLWK�
such dedicated teachers on such 
a beautiful campus and with such 
humanistic traditions.”

By Angie Zhao ’19
Reporter

Angie Zhao may be reached at 
azhao19@choate.edu

I subscribe to the 
view that one of the 
earmarks of an artist is 
that he knows what to 
leave out.

Mr. Terence Netter
Former Director of the Arts

Helena Yang may be reached 
at hyang18@choate.edu

Elle Rinaldi ’17 poses wearing her eclectic combination of clothes.
Photo by Jeanne Malle/The Choate News

Fashion, a style of self-expres-
sion, has often made people feel 
REMHFWL¿HG� RU� REOLJHG� WR� IROORZ�
norms in order to feel included. 
A number of things have boxed 
people in, consequently making 
them feel safer or more included, 
such as dressing according to ste-
reotypes, imitating the style of 
famous personalities or popular 
students, or even dressing in a 
way that shows anger towards the 
surrounding world. However, Elle 
Rinaldi ’17 believes that the way 
she dresses only comes from her 
or the best parts of her life, such 

as her friends. She says, “I used 
to not care at all what I wore. I 
purely dressed for practicality. It 
is so funny to see photos of how 
I dressed before. I was so happy 
because the concept of compe-
tition involving body image or 
socio-economic status and brands 
just was not on my radar. As time 
went on, I bought into fads and 
popularity. But even that has 
passed, thankfully! By surround-
ing myself with people who value 
novelty, integrity, and individual-
ity, I have found courage to wear 
literally anything and everything 
WKDW�UHÀHFWV�PH�RQ�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�
day.” Contrary to how many peo-
SOH�ZRXOG�¿QG�FRPIRUW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�
they dress, Rinaldi does not base a 
large part of her style based on the 
things she enjoys doing and where 
she comes from, but on “people in 
photographs or in pieces of art or 
my friends!” Rinaldi also told me 
that she “used to be basic” but 
that “true friends showed me that 
genuine individuality was more 
beautiful than that.”
     At Choate, many students 
believe that they have been able 
WR�¿QG�D�SODFH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�IHHO�
comfortable expressing them-
selves through their clothing. 
Rinaldi also mentioned that, 
though she does not sense that 

her passions, such as dancing 
and running, have affected her 
style, she is subconsciously in-
ÀXHQFHG� E\� ZKDW� VKH� LV� JRLQJ�
to do that day or want to do in 
WKH�IXWXUH��%HLQJ�FRQ¿GHQW�ZLWK�
what she wears assists Rinaldi 

in leading the life she wants to 
live. She added, “Clothes are 
VLPSO\� D� WDQJLEOH� UHÀHFWLRQ� RI�
everything that is me.”

By Jeanne Malle ’19
Sta! Reporter

Jeanne Malle may be reached 
at jmalle19@choate.edu

IN MODA’S BACK AT IT

WH AT DO OUR 
COMPU TER STICK ERS 

SAY A BOU T US?

We see computer stick-
ers everywhere in an array of 
designs — from organization 
advertisements to creative slo-
gans and artistic designs. Ini-
tially, when students are asked 
what is the purpose of their 
computer stickers, the ques-
tion is met by answers such as, 
“I am not sure,” “I guess I felt 
my computer was pretty emp-
ty”, and “I like them; it’s cool.”  
A student even said, “I guess 
it’s just something we do.” Do 
stickers only serve as a form 
of computer accessory or do 
WKH\�KROG�D�VLJQL¿FDQFH�EH\RQG�
their perceived simplicity? 

As students are pushed to 
think further about the sig-
QL¿FDQFH� RI� WKHLU� VWLFNHUV�� D�
popular response emerged: 
computer stickers create a plat-
form for self-expression. Hav-
ing stickers on our devices is a 
way to showcase our interests, 
which make up a big part of 
who we are. Elsa Rose Farnam 
¶���FODUL¿HG��VD\LQJ��³,W¶V�D�ZD\�
to show the things you like, the 
things you are proud of, and 
the pieces of culture you want 
to be a part of.” For some peo-
ple, the purpose might be obvi-
ous, but, for others, this way of 
thinking about stickers might 
be elusive. In light of this, we 
begin to realize that our sticker 
decorations often consist of the 
things we enjoy, such as our 
favorite places, our favorite 
sports teams, or our favorite 
TV shows and movies. Klaudia 
Horvath-Diano ’17 explained 
that one of her favorite stickers 
is a quote from the TV series 
Friends. Another student, Kay 
Ingulli ’18, mentioned, “My 
family’s from Maine,” which 
is why her stickers portray her 
patriotism to her state. Stick-
ers allow the people around us 
to catch a glimpse of the vast 
realm of who we are. 

Computer stickers not 
only present a stage for ex-
pressing oneself, but they 
also establish connections 
with others. Putting stickers 
on one’s devices provides the 
owner with a sense of vulner-
ability. The owner is putting a 
part of himself or herself out 
there for the entire world to 
see. In this way, he or she is 
opening himself of herself up 
for others to judge, whether 
we like it or not; however, 

more often than not, this vul-
nerability is met by a bond 
rather than a criticism. Hav-
ing stickers is just another 
opportunity to invite people 
to find similar grounds of 
interest. Even if there is no 
connection, a sticker has the 
power to start discussions. 
When asked about his Blue 
Lives Matter sticker, Kevin 
Shen ’17 replied, “I agree with 
the statement, but others may 
not. It’s better than just hav-
ing a plain computer. I think 
it starts conversation.” Kevin 
Shen ’17 continued, saying 
that Choate students are of-
ten buried in their comput-
ers working on homework. 
Having this sticker attracts 
people’s attention and draws 
them to ask about the sticker 
and his connection to it. 

We can agree that stick-
ers showcase what we like, but 
are they a full or even accurate 
representation of who we are? 
Sometimes we spend too much 
time planning and thinking 
about the organization of our 
computer stickers. We are more 
selective about picking what to 
put and what not to put on our 
laptops. This takes away from 
an accurate representation, be-
cause instead of putting things 
we like, we tend to choose stick-
ers we think we like, or stickers 
that others like. Instead of show-
ing who we are, we are showing 
who we want to be, an ideal. We 
are who we are, but the philo-
sophical question this entails is 
the following: is the person we 
want to be a part of who we are? 

On a different note, af-
ter an insightful conversa-
tion with Kay Ingulli ’18, she 
agreed that stickers are simply 
temporary, adding, “I chose to 
put her stickers on a folder in-
stead of a computer, because I 
did not want them to be per-
manent.” Other students ap-
ply their stickers onto cases 
instead of directly on their 
computers fearing that they 
might one day want to change 
their stickers. As teenagers, 
we are constantly changing  — 
we are constantly developing 
our ideas and opinions. Mak-
ing stickers temporary is an 
act allowing for such changes 
to occur. It makes room for us 
to learn more about ourselves 
— to add to who we are. 

By Helena Yang ’18
Associate Editor

A computer layered with stickers showcases many interests, 
ranging from Harry Potter to Hamilton to Jon Stewart.

Photo by Helena Yang/ The Choate News

Photo by Andrew Garver/The Choate News

In Moda’s latest issue is displayed in the library among other student 
publications. 

Photo by Michael Li/The Choate News
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SCORE 
REPORT

Saturday Games

Wednesday Games

Wild Boars Defeat Big Green, Ref lect on Triumph
By Joseph Coyne ’19

Sta! Reporter

Last Saturday, at the Larry 
Hart Pool, the boys’ and girls’ 
VZLP� WHDPV� WRRN� RQ� 'HHU¿HOG��
their foes from the Emerald City. 
Boys’ Varsity Swimming defeated 
the Big Green, 97-75. This marked 
the Boars’ fourth consecutive win 
of the season. I spoke to Var-
sity Swimming Head Coach Sara 
Massa as well as Varsity Diving 
&RDFK�%HQMDPLQ� 6PDOO� WR� UHÀHFW�
on Choate’s performance.

Joseph Coyne ’19: How 
do you think your boys swam 
and dove tonight?

Coach Sara Massa: They 
were awesome!  They were in-
credibly strong and focused, 
and they didn’t make any mis-
takes.  They’re not rested yet; 
they’re not at their top form, but 
they brought it home.  They re-
DOO\�ZDQWHG�WR�EHDW�'HHU¿HOG��DQG�
they worked to do it.  Mr. Curry 
did a fantastic lineup that we re-
viewed together, and it couldn’t 
have been more perfect.

Coach Benjamin Small: 
Vincenzo DiNatale ’19 swam 
very well today in the breast-
stroke.  

SM: DiNatale, Alan Luo 
’18, Dan Shao ’18, and George 

McCabe ’20 — even though he 
was in exposition — all had in-
credible swims.  

BS: Calvin Carmichael ’18 
went to the Women’s March in 
Hartford; he came back with-
out any time to warm up, went 
right out onto the diving board, 
and dove great.  Matt Lee ’20, in 
his second meet, had a person-
al best and scored 158 points, 
FRPLQJ� LQ� ¿IWK� SODFH�� � .REH�

Tray ’19 was one point off his 
own school record. 

SM: Scott Romeyn ’18, 
Tristan So ’17, and Thomas Issa 
’17 all swam excellent. Tristan 
and Scott were very close to 
breaking some more school 
records, and were looking for-
ward to those swims.

JC: You guys seemed to be 
WKH�¿UVW�RII� WKH�EORFNV� LQ�D� ORW�RI�
the races.  Was that a focus in 

practice this week or this season?
SM:  I’m actually not happy 

with the way we do that yet, but 
I’m glad that you noticed how 
we have progressed in it.  It is 
GH¿QLWHO\� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ,� WU\�
to get my swimmers to focus on.  
We need more improvement in 
turns and technical than we do 
in training. That’s the respon-
sibility, and the boys and girls 
have to be more accountable.

JC: Any last comments 
about the meet?

BS: It feels good to beat 
Deerfield.

SM: It feels awesome!
I also spoke with varsity 

swimmer Oliver Chessen ’19 to 
get a team member’s perspec-
tive on Saturday’s meet.

JC: How do you think you 
guys swam today?

Oliver Chessen ’19: For 
the boys, it was a tremendous 
day. We came out and swam 
hard from the get-go.  

JC: How was the coaching?
OC: Obviously, a multitude of 

factors contributed to the win, but 
I think the most critical factor was 
the coaching. I also think we were 
especially motivated this meet.  
At halftime, when the divers 
went, Coach Sarah brought us in 
DQG�VDLG��³/RRN��ZH¶UH�XS�E\�¿YH�
points.”  She said, “You guys need 
to win. You guys have got to hang 
on to this.  You have got to race.”  
That really got us motivated and 
got us going. She does such a good 
job of motivating people.  I think 
that,  with her continued presence 
behind us, we have bright things 
in our future.”

Varsity diver Haley Williams ’18 completes a reverse dive at the team’s meet versus Deerfield.

Photo by Calvin Carmichael/The Choate News

Joseph Coyne may be reached 
at jcoyne19@choate.edu

By Cecilia Curran ’20
Reporter

As the Girl’s Varsity Hock-
ey season gets into full swing, 
freshman players Gina Driscoll 
’20, Christina Tournas ’20, and 
(I¿H�7RXUQDV�¶���KDYH�EHJXQ�WR�
understand what being a varsity 
athlete really means. With goals 
and assists under their wings, 
all three have proved that they 
are major assets to the team de-
spite their ages.

The Tournas twins, hail-
ing from Monroe, CT, and 
Gina Driscoll, from Orange, 
CT, found Choate in different 
ways. Driscoll saying, “I dis-
covered Choate from my travel 
ice hockey team... players are 
asked to apply to certain prep 
schools. I was approached by 
several coaches but determined 
&KRDWH�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�¿W�IRU�PH�´�
Meanwhile, the Tournas twins 
reached for Choate for its well-
URXQGHGQHVV��(I¿H�VDLG��³,�VWDUW-
ed looking at boarding school 

and, more importantly, Choate 
because it offers exceptional 
academics as well as hockey.” 
One thing they agree on is that 
Choate felt right. Christina not-
ed, “The hockey team and the 
coach were so welcoming. I felt 
right at home.” 

One struggle they faced at 
the beginning of their Choate 
careers was waiting for the sea-
son to start. Driscoll said, “The 
fall was a drag! Although JV 
Soccer was a blast, I could not 
wait to reach winter term.” Ea-
ger to stay in shape and prepare 
for the winter season, Driscoll 
found a way to stay on the ice 
even in fall term. She explained, 
³,� SOD\� ZLWK� WKH� 0LG� )DLU¿HOG�
Youth Hockey Association, 
which plays every Sunday. That 
kept me in shape until hockey 
season started.” The Tournas 
twins also play for Mid Fair-
¿HOG��DORQJVLGH�'ULVFROO��,Q�IDFW��
Choate GVH started their sea-
son with a victory against the 
Tournas’ team.

Not only have these fresh-
man had to adjust to the high 
school workload, but they also 
had to learn to balance school 
with a varsity sport. Since the 
beginning of hockey season, 
the freshmen have experienced 
major changes in their fall 
term schedules to accommo-
date training. 

(I¿H� FRPPHQWHG�� ³+DYLQJ�
hockey practice during study 
hours took some adjusting, but 
LW�GH¿QLWHO\�KDV�KHOSHG�PH�ZLWK�
my time management. Instead 
of leaving all my homework 
until study hours, I complete 
it right after classes.” Driscoll 
said, “The workload at Cho-
ate takes some getting used to, 
but the school supported me 
in learning to better manage 

my time. Everyone is very sup-
SRUWLYH�RI� WKH�VDFUL¿FHV�KRFNH\�
players make to keep up with 
the grueling schedule.” 

As far as the transition to 
playing on a different hockey 
team, Christina said, “Going 
from just playing against girls 
that are 14 and 15 to playing 
against girls that are as old as 
��� RU� ��� LV� GH¿QLWHO\� GLIIHUHQW��
especially since they are much 
bigger and stronger. But it has 
helped me grow and develop 
so much as a player.” Driscoll 
echoed, “The older players dem-
onstrate a level of skill that is 
hard to match, but it motivates 
us to work harder .” Despite the 
challenges they may face as the 
youngest players of the league, 
these three talented freshmen 
have proved to be valuable 
members of the team.  

When asked about their 
goals and favorite memories for 
the season, the girls had similar 
sentiments. Driscoll stated, “I 
want to help the team become 

New England Champions, which 
is a goal I can see us achieving. I 
believe this year marks 10 years 
since Choate has won the title. 
With hard work on and off the 
ice, I feel this goal is reasonable.” 
As far as favorite memories, Ef-
¿H� VDLG�� ³0\� IDYRULWH� PHPRU\�
VR�IDU�WKLV�VHDVRQ�ZDV�GH¿QLWHO\�
beating Nobles. It was a huge 
win for us. Our whole team came 
together and played as a unit.” 
Driscoll selected a more casual 
moment as the most memora-
ble: “My personal favorite was 
going to lunch with the coaches 
and some of the players when 
we got back late in the afternoon 
from the Taft tournament. My 
teammates had me laughing so 
hard, I was crying.” 

Remember to come out and 
support Girls’ Varsity Hock-
ey in the coming weeks, and 
watch out for the team’s im-
pressive freshman players! 

Cecilia Curran may be reached 
at ccurran20@choate.edu

By Laila Hawkins ’19
Reporter

Every year, we welcome 
new students and faculty to 
Choate with open arms. Among 
these new additions is Ms. 
Jenn Pelletier. Hailing from 
Toronto, Canada, Ms. Pelletier 
is the newest member of the 
HPRSS department and the 
new coach of the Girls’ Varsity 
Squash team. 

Ms. Pelletier grew up in Can-
ada and received her education 
through the public school sys-
tem. At the age of 17, she came 
down to New England to play 
for Trinity College. For most of 
her childhood, she did not know 
what a boarding school really 
was, much less that she was go-
ing to end up working at one. 
“Boarding schools are so fasci-
nating to me because I went to a 
poorly-funded public school back 
in Canada. The idea of a really 
nice high school with sports and 
clubs was not really something I 
was exposed to. But when I went 

to Trinity, I was exposed to it a 
little bit since a lot of my friends 
had gone to boarding schools.” 

Ms. Pelletier grew up do-
ing an extracurricular that she 
excelled in: squash. Not only 
did she play in college and win 
Nationals, Ms. Pelletier was 
also on the Canadian National 
Team for squash. She played 
in two Pan-American games in 
Peru and El Salvador, where her 
team placed second at both. In-
dividually, she snagged the gold 
in El Salvador. She also repre-
sented her country in the 2009 
World Championships in India, 
ZKHUH�KHU�WHDP�ZRQ�¿IWK�SODFH��
Ms. Pelletier takes pride in her 
time as a professional athlete 
and representing her country 
through her craft: “It’s a really 
cool experience because you are 
playing for more than just you, 
even though it is an individual 
sport. It’s a team mentality, and 
then its even bigger when you’re 
representing your country.”

Ms. Pelletier has been 
teaching history for about two 

years now and has been coach-
ing squash professionally for 
seven years. When she came 
to the U.S. for college, she en-
tertained the thought of being 
a professional squash player 
for some time, but ultimately 
chose teaching. After her time 
at Trinity, Ms. Pelletier taught 
at Westover, an all-girls school 
in Connecticut. Later on, she 
was informed that Choate was 
in need of a new squash coach, 
and in the spirit of wanting a 
new, fresh challenge, she ap-
plied and accepted the job. 
Now, she teaches United States 
History and coaches Girls’ Var-
sity Squash. 

Though she has only been 
here for half of a year, Ms. Pelle-
tier has connected with all of her 
students and athletes in unique 
ways. She noted, “I want them to 
know that I genuinely care about 
them.” She continued, explaining 
those aspects that she most likes 
about now working at a boarding 
school, like addressing the spe-
FL¿F�QHHGV�RI�HDFK�VWXGHQW��

Girls’ Squash has had a 
promising start to their season, 
with six wins and only two loss-
es. Be sure to go out and sup-
port them on February 1 at 3:00 
p.m. against Westover.

Photo courtesy of Trinity College Athletics

Laila Hawkins may be reached at 
lhawkins19@choate.edu.

BOYS’ VARSITY SWIMMING AND DIVING

The hockey team and 
the coach were so 
welcoming. I felt right 
at home.

Christina Tournas ’20

Boys’ Swimming (4-1-0)
beats Deerfield, 97-75

Girls’ Basketball (12-3-0)
beats Exeter, 57-43

Boys’ Basketball (6-7-0)
beats Loomis, 64-54

Boys’ Ice Hockey (6-7-2)
beats Deerfield, 5-1

Girls’ Swimming (4-1-0)
falls to Deerfield, 68-95

Wrestling (12-2-1)
at Brunswick, 5th of 14 teams

Girls’ Basketball (12-3)
beats Miss Porter’s, 61-54

Boys’ Basketball (6-7-0)
beats Gunnery, 58-47

Boys’ Squash (3-9-0)
falls to Hotchkiss, 1-6

Girls’ Squash (8-2-0)
beats Westminster, 7-2

Boys’ Ice Hockey (6-7-2)
falls to Trinity, 1-4

Wrestling (12-2-1)
falls to Trinity, 27-39

ON THE ICE WITH THE FRESHMEN OF GVH

Girls’ Squash Welcomes Head Coach Pelletier 2017 Senior Class Gift
S E N I O R  C L A S S  G I F T  2 0 1 7        S H O W  T H E  L O V E !

The Committee is forming! Join us and bring your friends.  

For more information email us at: seniorgift@choate.edu   

Get ready 6th formers.... 

February is the month to show our love!

Each year, the Senior Class comes together to honor our time at Choate and 
give back to the School that has given us so many memories! 

 
On Average

90%
of  seniors join the effort  

WILL YOU?

Stay tuned for more info.


