
On Monday, January 17, Cho-
ate hosted its 31st annual Diversi-
W\�'D\��ZKLFK�R̆HUHG�ERWK�LQ�SHU-
VRQ�DQG�YLUWXDO�ZRUNVKRSV�IRU�DOO�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV�WR�
VKDUH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�OHDUQ�
DERXW�GL̆HUHQW�IDFHWV�RI�GLYHUVLW\�
DQG�LQMXVWLFH��7KH�GD\�EHJDQ�ZLWK�
PRUQLQJ�ZRUNVKRSV�� IROORZHG�E\�
D� WDON� IURP� UHNQRZQHG� DFWLYLVW�
DQG�VFKRODU�'U��$QJHOD�'DYLV��DQG�
HQGHG�ZLWK�DIWHUQRRQ�ZRUNVKRSV�
DQG�PRYLH�GLVFXVVLRQV�

$IWHU�FRQVXOWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�&KR-
ate Diversity Student Association, 
'HDQ�RI�(TXLW\�DQG�,QFOXVLRQ�'U��
Rachel Myers and Associate Dean 
RI� (TXLW\� DQG� ,QFOXVLRQ�0U�� &D-
PDURWWL�GHVLJQHG�WKH�SURJUDP�WR�
DPSOLI\�VWXGHQW�YRLFHV�E\�PDNLQJ�
PRVW� ZRUNVKRSV� VWXGHQW�IDVFLOOL-
WDWHG�� &RPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV� KDG�
WKH� RSWLRQ� RI� DWWHQGLQJ� D� ZRUN-
VKRS� RU� D� PRYLH� VHVVLRQ�� 7KLV�
\HDU¶V�ZRUNVKRSV�IRFXVHG�RQ�KRZ�
WRSLFV� VXFK� DV� SROLWLFDO� GLYLVLRQ��
PHQWDO� KHDOWK�� VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�
FODVV�� DQG� HQYLURQPHQWDO� MXVWLFH�
relate to identity. 

6WXGHQW� IDFLOLWDWRUV� KHOSHG�
LQ� SODQQLQJ� DQG� RYHUVHHLQJ� HDFK�
ZRUNVKRS�� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� FRP-
PXQLW\�QRUPV�ZHUH�IROORZHG�DQG�
SURPRWLQJ� PHDQLQJIXO� GLVFXV-
VLRQV�� 0DQXHOD� 6HSXOYHGD�&RU-
WLQD� ¶��� FKRVH� WR� FR�IDFLOLWDWH� D�
ZRUNVKRS� RQ� FDSLWDOLVP� LQ� WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�EHFDXVH�³WKH�LQWHU-
VHFWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� FDSLWDOLVP� DQG�
UDFH� LV� DW� WKH� URRW� RI� DOO� WKDW�ZH�
GR�´�VKH�VDLG��³,�QRW�RQO\�ZDQWHG�
WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�HGXFDWHG�RQ�WKH�
WRSLF�P\VHOI�EXW�LQIRUP�RWKHUV�RQ�
LWV� LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� D� WKRXJKW�SUR-
YRNLQJ�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�ZD\�´�

:KLOH� 6HSXOYHGD�&RUWLQD�
VWUXJJOHG� WR� EDODQFH� FRQÀLFWLQJ�
SROLWLFDO�RSLQLRQV�GXULQJ�WKH�GLV-
FXVVLRQ��VKH�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�VHQVL-
WLYH�DQG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�TXHVWLRQV�
QHHG� WR� EH� GLVFXVVHG� DW� &KRDWH�
EHFDXVH� WKH\� ³DUH� DEVROXWHO\�
FUXFLDO� IURP� D� VHOI�UHÀHFWLRQ�
SRLQW� RI� YLHZ�� 'L̇FXOW� FRQYHU-
VDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�VHJXH�WR�GLJJLQJ�
GHHSHU� LQWR� RXU� LGHQWLWLHV� DQG�
XOWLPDWH�VHOI�GLVFRYHU\�´�

7KLUG�IRUP� ZRUNVKRSV� SUR-
YLGHG� WRROV� IRU� WKLUG� IRUPHUV� WR�
EH� DFWLYH� DQG� NQRZOHGJHDEOH�
SDUWLFLSDQWV� LQ� LGHQWLW\�EDVHG�

FRQYHUVDWLRQV��7KLUG�IRUP�ZRUN-
VKRS� IDFLOLWDWRU� ,[FKHO� +HUQDQ-
GH]�¶���VDLG��³,�WKLQN�LW�ZDV�YHU\�
HQOLJKWHQLQJ� WR�GLVFXVV�ZLWK� WKH�
WKLUG�IRUPHUV� YHU\� LQWHUHVWLQJ�
DQG�PDWXUH� WRSLFV� OLNH�KRZ�VH[-
ual orientation or racial identity 
D̆HFWV� VWXGHQW� OLIH� DW� &KRDWH�´�
6KH� EHOLHYHV� WKDW� ZRUNVKRSV�
VSHFL¿FDOO\� GHVLJQHG� IRU� WKLUG�
IRUPHUV� DUH� LPSRUWDQW� EHFDXVH�
³WKH\� DUH� YHU\� QHZ� WR� WKLV� FRP-
PXQLW\�DQG�WKH\�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�HDFK�
RWKHU�YHU\�ZHOO��,�WKLQN�WKLV�ZDV�D�
JUHDW�ZD\�IRU�WKHP�WR�JHW�WR�NQRZ�
ZKDW�&KRDWH�LV�UHDOO\�DERXW�´

7KLUG�IRUPHU� /RXORX� 3ROLWL�
¶��� VDLG�� ³0\� ELJJHVW� WDNHDZD\�
ZDV�WKDW�,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�KDYH�HY-
HU\WKLQJ� WKDW¶V� KDSSHQHG� WR�PH�
LQ�P\�OLIH�EH�SDUW�RI�P\�LGHQWLW\��
WKDW� ,� FRXOG� FKRRVH� ZKDW� SDU-
WDNHV�LQ�P\�LGHQWLW\�´�

$V� D� SDUWLFLSDQW� RI� D� ZRUN-
VKRS� RQ� UHODWLRQVKLSV� DQG� VWH-
UHRW\SHV�� 5DFTXHO�:HOFRPH� ¶���
ZDV�VXUSULVHG�E\�WKH�DFWLYH�DQG�
WKRXJKWIXO�GLVFXVVLRQV�KHOG��6KH�
QRWHG�WKDW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�VHHPHG�
uninterested in her virtual third-
IRUP�ZRUNVKRS�ODVW�\HDU��KRZHY-
HU��WKLV�\HDU�ZDV�GL̆HUHQW��³VLQFH�

PRVW� SHRSOH� ZHQW� WR� VHPLQDUV�
that they voluntarily choose to 
GR��>VR@�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ÀRZHG�
D�ORW�PRUH�QDWXUDOO\�´�

0DQ\� DVSHFWV� RI� 'LYHUVLW\�
'D\� UHPDLQHG� D̆HFWHG� E\� WKH�
SDQGHPLF�� ³,W¶V� GH¿QLWHO\� KDUGHU�
WR� IDFLOLWDWH� D� UHDO� FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
ZKHQ� HYHU\RQH� LV� RQ� =RRP� DQG�
WKHLU� FDPHUDV� DUH� R̆�� %HLQJ� LQ�
SHUVRQ� IRUFHV� SHRSOH� WR� HQJDJH�
D� ELW�PRUH��� VDLG� IDFLOLWDWRU� 6HGL�
$J\HPDQ�¶���VDLG�

2YHUDOO��0V��0HJDQ�6KHD��ZKR�
IDFLOLWDWHG� WKH� YLUWXDO� YLHZLQJ� RI�
WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�³��WK�´�DSSUHFL-
DWHG� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQV� RI�'LYHUVLW\�
'D\��6KH�VDLG��³7KH�LPPHGLDF\�RI�
WKH�¿OP�YLHZLQJ��DV�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�
RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��FHUWDLQO\�KHOSHG�
WR�LQVSLUH�D�UREXVW�GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�
UHDFWLRQV� LQ� UHDO� WLPH�� :H� GLV-
FXVVHG� ZKDW� SHRSOH� OHDUQHG�� DV�
ZHOO� DV� WKRXJKWV� RQ� KRZ�ZH� FDQ�
HQG�WKLV�F\FOH��EHFDXVH��DV�$QJH-
OD�'DYLV�VD\V�LQ�WKH�¿OP��µ+LVWRU-
LFDOO\�� ZKHQ� RQH� ORRNV� DW� H̆RUWV�
WR�FUHDWH�UHIRUPV��WKH\�LQHYLWDEO\�
OHDG�WR�PRUH�UHSUHVVLRQ�¶´
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BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

;ϮϬϯͿ�ϮϲϵͲϵϱϬϳ�
ttt͘�K>KEz�/E�Z͘�KD�

�

By Alexis Lien ’23
Associate Editor

As part of Choate's annual Diversity Day, Dr. Angela Davis delivered a keynote address and answered questions from students. 

On the School’s 31st annual 
Diversity Day, renowned activist 
DQG�VFKRODU�'U��$QJHOD�'DYLV�YLV-
LWHG�WKH�&KRDWH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�GH-
OLYHU�D�NH\QRWH�VSHHFK��SDUWLFLSDWH�
in a student-led Q&A session, and 
DWWHQG�DQ�ḊQLW\�OXQFK�ZLWK�VHOHFW�
VWXGHQWV� DQG� IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV� DV�
SDUW�RI�WKLV�\HDU
V�'LYHUVLW\�'D\�

'HDQ� RI� (TXLW\� DQG� ,QFOX-
VLRQ� 'U�� 5DFKHO� 0\HUV� EHJDQ�
WKH�VHDUFK�IRU�WKLV�\HDU¶V�'LYHU-
VLW\� 'D\� VSHDNHU� ODVW� VXPPHU�
DQG�PDQDJHG�WR�ERRN�'U��'DYLV�
WKURXJK� WKH�$PHULFDQ�3URJUDP�
%XUHDX� �$3%��� DQ� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
WKDW�VSHFLDOL]HV�LQ�SDLULQJ�VSHDN-
HUV� ZLWK� DSSURSULDWH� HYHQWV�� ,Q�
accordance with this year’s Di-
YHUVLW\�'D\�WKHPH��³/HYHOLQJ�8S��
%ODFN�3RZHU�LQ�WKH�1H[W�*HQHU-
DWLRQ�´�'U��0\HUV�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�
'U��'DYLV�ZDV�VHOHFWHG�WR�VSHDN�
WR� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�� EHFDXVH� KHU�
OHJDF\� KDV� EHHQ� D� WHVWDPHQW� WR�

ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�³OHYHO�XS´�DQG�
EHFDXVH�RI�KHU�LFRQLF�VWDWXV�DV�D�
social-justice activist.  

³,Q� WKH� SDVW� IHZ� \HDUV�� ZH¶YH�
VHHQ� D� ORW� RI� SDLQIXO� WKLQJV�´� VDLG�
'U�� 0\HUV�� ³:K\� QRW� KHDU� IURP�
VRPHERG\� ZKR� XQGHUVWDQGV� WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH� RI� SURPRWLQJ� QRW� MXVW�
WKH�SDLQIXO�SDUWV��EXW�DOVR�WKH�SRZ-
HUIXO�DVSHFWV�RI�KXPDQLW\�´

'U�� 'DYLV� EHJDQ� KHU� WDON� E\�
GHOYLQJ� LQWR� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI� WKH�DE-
ROLWLRQ� RI� VODYHU\�� 6KH� GLVFXVVHG�
KRZ�+DLWL�� WKH� ¿UVW� QDWLRQ� WR� IRU-
PDOO\�DEROLVK�VODYHU\��LV�VWLOO�RQH�RI�
WKH�SRRUHVW�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
WRGD\�� 6KH� ZHQW� RQ� WR� H[SODLQ�
WKDW� IUHHGRP� FDQ� QHYHU� WUXO\� EH�
DFKLHYHG�EXW�HQFRXUDJHG�WKH�DXGL-
HQFH�WR�DOZD\V�VWULYH�IRU�PRUH�MXV-
WLFH�DPRQJ�RSSUHVVLYH�LQVWLWXWLRQV��
$GGLWLRQDOO\�� VKH� VWUHVVHG� WKH� LP-
SRUWDQFH�RI�DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKH�LQ-
WHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�QDWXUH�RI�LQMXVWLFH��

0DQ\� PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� FRP-
PXQLW\�UHVRQDWHG�ZLWK�'U��'DYLV¶V�
ZRUGV�� ³7KH� WKLQJ� ,� UHDOO\� DSSUH-
FLDWHG�ZDV�'U��'DYLV¶�DELOLW\�WR�H[-

SODLQ� VRPHWKLQJ� VR� PHDQLQJIXOO\�
LQ� D� ZD\� WKDW� PDNHV� VHQVH�´� VDLG�
$VVRFLDWH�'HDQ� RI� (TXLW\� DQG� ,Q-
FOXVLRQ� 0U�� )LOLSH� &DPDURWWL�� ³,�
FDPH�RXW�WKLQNLQJ��µ7KDW�LV�WKH�UHD-
VRQ�ZK\�,�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKH�MXVWLFH�WKDW�
VKH� LV� SUHDFKLQJ�¶� DQG� KRZ� LW¶V� DOO�
interconnected internationally and 
LQWHUVHFWHG� ZLWK� HQYLURQPHQWDO�
MXVWLFH�DQG�RXU�ULJKWV�IRU�RWKHU�VSH-
FLHV� DQG� HYHU\WKLQJ� UHODWHG� WR� WKH�
slavery revolts and revolutions.”

&ROOHJH�FRXQVHOORU�0V��0LFKHOOH�
7KRPSVRQ�7D\ORU� VDLG�� ³+RZ� ZH�
VKRXOG� EH� WKLQNLQJ� PRUH� EURDG-
O\� DERXW� KXPDQLW\� ²� WKDW� VWUXFN�
KRPH��7KH�QRWLRQ�RI�KXPDQLW\�²�LW�
WUDQVFHQGV� ERUGHUV�� LW� WUDQVFHQGV�
nationalities, it transcends coun-
WULHV�DQG�SROLWLFV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW��
DQG� LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW� OLQNV�XV�UH-
JDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHUH�ZH�UHVLGH��ZKHUH�
we live, who we are, what color our 
VNLQ�LV��DQG�WKDW�SRLQW�ZDV�SUREDEO\�
DQ�XQH[SHFWHG�RQH�EXW�RQH� WKDW� ,�
think really resonated.”

0DQ\� DOVR� DSSUHFLDWHG� 'U��
'DYLV¶V� FRPPHQWV� RQ� WKH� SDLQ�

WKDW� FRPHV� IURP� GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��
\HW�QRWHG�KHU�RSWLPLVP��'U��'DYLV�
H[SODLQHG� WKDW� VKH� QHYHU� ZRXOG�
KDYH�SUHGLFWHG�WKH�DGYDQFHPHQWV�
WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�PDGH�WRZDUG�IUHH-
GRP� LQ� WKH� SDVW� IHZ� \HDUV�� EXW�
WKURXJK�SUDFWLFLQJ�³KRSH�DV�D�GLV-
FLSOLQH�´� VKH� EHOLHYHV� WKDW� PRUH�
SURJUHVV�LV�SRVVLEOH�

-R\�*DR�¶���VDLG��³:KHQ�VKH�
VDLG� KRSH� LV� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� LV�
GHYHORSHG� RYHU� WLPH�� QRW� UDQ-
GRPO\�IRXQG��LW�JDYH�PH�LQVSLUD-
WLRQ� WR� WDNH� LQLWLDWLYH� WR�FKDQJH�
P\�RXWORRN�RQ�ZKDW�KRSH�LV�DQG�
KRZ�,�FDQ�DFTXLUH�LW�´

'XULQJ� WKH� 4	$� VHVVLRQ�
WKDW� IROORZHG� KHU� WDON�� 'U�� 'DYLV�
WRXFKHG� RQ� WRSLFV� VXFK� DV� SROLFH�
EUXWDOLW\�DQG�WDFWLFV� WR�EHWWHU� ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW��KHU�YLHZV�RQ�WKH�HI-
¿FDF\� RI� VWUXFWXUDO� DQG� V\VWHPLF�
UHIRUP�YHUVXV�DEROLWLRQ��DQG�KRZ�
these issues are entrenched in the 
FDSLWDOLVW�KHWHURSDWULDUFK\��

$OWKRXJK� WKH� 6FKRRO� XQGHU-
VWRRG�WKDW�QRW�HYHU\RQH�RQ�FDP-
SXV�ZRXOG�DJUHH�ZLWK�'U��'DYLV¶V�

SROLWLFDO� SRVLWLRQV�� WKH� HYHQW¶V�
RUJDQL]HUV�KRSHG�KHU�YLVLW�ZRXOG�
SXVK� FRPPXQLW\� PHPEHUV� WR�
UHÀHFW�RQ�WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYHV��

5RKDQ�6KLYDNXPDU� ¶���VDLG��
³$W� &KRDWH�� ZH� ZDQW� WR� LQYLWH�
SHRSOH� ZLWK� GL̆HUHQW� SHUVSHF-
WLYHV��DQG�LI�VKH¶V�D�FRPPXQLVW��,�
don’t care. Should we not listen 
WR�SHRSOH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�SROLW-
LFDO� RSLQLRQV"� 7KDW� VHHPV� YHU\�
>DJDLQVW@�ZKDW�RXU�YDOXHV�DUH�´

6LPRQH� -RKQVRQ� ¶��� VDLG��
³7KHUH� DUH� D� ORW� RI�SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�
&KRDWH� FRPPXQLW\� ZKR� GRQ¶W�
NQRZ�DOO� WKDW� VKH� VWDQGV� IRU�DQG�
KDYH�ZULWWHQ�KHU�R̆�EDVHG�RQ�RQH�
SDUW� RI� KHU� UDWKHU� WKDQ� MXGJLQJ�
KHU� DV� D�ZKROH� SHUVRQ� DQG�ZKDW�
VKH¶V� GRQH�´� -RKQVRQ�ZDV�GLVDS-
SRLQWHG�LQ�VWXGHQWV¶�IDLOXUH�WR�XWL-
OL]H�WKH�SURYLGHG�UHVRXUFHV�RQ�'U��
'DYLV¶V�KLVWRU\�DQG�ZULWLQJ��ZKLFK�
VKH� WKLQNV� ZRXOG� KDYH� SURYLGHG�
PRUH�FRQWH[W�IRU�WKH�WDON��

%ODFN�LGHQWLI\LQJ�FRPPXQLW\�
PHPEHUV�ZHUH�JLYHQ� WKH�RSSRU-
tunity to enter a lottery to attend 

WKH�ḊQLW\�OXQFK�ZLWK�'U��'DYLV�
IROORZLQJ�KHU�OHFWXUH�

)LIWK�IRUP�GHDQ�0U��:LOO�*L-
lyard ’98 who attended the lunch 
VDLG��³7KH�OXQFK�ZLWK�$QJHOD�'D-
YLV�ZDV�IDQWDVWLF��6KH�PRYHG�IURP�
WDEOH� WR� WDEOH� WR� WDON� ZLWK� IRONV��
DQG� VR� DOO� RI� WKH� VWXGHQWV� ZKR�
ZHUH� LQ� DWWHQGDQFH� ZHUH� DEOH� WR�
FRQQHFW� ZLWK� KHU� RQ� VRPH� OHYHO��
,Q�P\�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��ZH�GLVFXVVHG�
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KDYLQJ�DQG�LQ-
WHQWLRQDOO\�EXLOGLQJ�D�FRPPXQLW\�
VR� WKDW� \RX�KDYH� VRPHRQH� WR� OLIW�
\RX�XS�ZKHQ�\RX�IDOO�´

Johnson echoed such sen-
WLPHQWV� RI� JUDWLWXGH�� ³,� ORYHG�
WKH� OXQFK� ZLWK� $QJHOD� 'DYLV�´�
VKH�VDLG�� ³,W�ZDV�YHU\�PXFK� OLNH�
WDONLQJ� WR� \RXU� JUDQGPRWKHU��
LQ� D� VHQVH� ZKHUH� LW¶V� VRPHRQH�
who’s older than you, who’s 
OLYHG�WKURXJK�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�VR�
PXFK�DQG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�DQG�\RX�
UHVSHFW�WKDW�´

Alexis Lien may be reached 
at alien23@choate.edu

WOR KSHOPS ON INCLUSION FILL DI V ERSI T Y DA Y
By Tess Taetle ’24

Reporter

Tess Taetle may be reached 
at ttaetle24@choate.edu

ICON IC SOCI AL-JUSTICE ACTI V IST ANGEL A DAV IS VISI TS CAMPUS

Students participated in workshops during Diversity Day
Photos by Ti!any Xiao/The Choate News

Photos by Ti!any Xiao/The Choate News



On Friday, January 7, Cho-
DWH�KHOG� LWV� IRXUWK�&RPPXQLW\�
&RQYHUVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� \HDU�� IR-
FXVLQJ� RQ� UHOLJLRXV� LGHQWLW\��
+HOG�RYHU�=RRP��YDULRXV�WRSLFV�
ZHUH�GLVFXVVHG�DW�WKH�PHHWLQJ��
IURP�PLVFRQFHSWLRQV�DERXW�UH-
OLJLRQV�WR�IHHOLQJ�RXW�RI�SODFH�LQ�
UHOLJLRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV��

7KH� VWXGHQW� FR�KRVW� RI� WKH�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�� -DQVKHU� $]PDW�
¶����ZDQWHG�WR�KHOS�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ� WR� FHOHEUDWH� UHOLJLRXV�
GLYHUVLW\� DW� &KRDWH�� ³$V� SUHVL-
GHQW� RI� 0XVOLPV� 6WXGHQW� $VVR-
FLDWLRQ�� ,� WKLQN� LW¶V� LPSRUWDQW� WR�
VKRZFDVH�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�
LGHQWLW\�� HVSHFLDOO\� VLQFH� UHOL-
JLRQ�LV�QRW�RIWHQ�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�´�KH�VDLG�

Many students enjoyed the 
FKDQJH� RI� SDFH� DQG� WRSLF� IRU� WKLV�
&RPPXQLW\�&RQYHUVDWLRQ��$GDPD�
6RZH�¶���VDLG��³,Q�WKH�SDVW�&RPPX-
nity Conversations, it was easy to 
¿QG�WKLQJV�ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�GRQH�EHW-
WHU�RU�WKLQJV�WKDW�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
VDLG� GL̆HUHQWO\�� EXW� WKLV� PHHWLQJ�
ZDV�DFWXDOO\�D�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��

&RPSDUHG� WR� WKH� ODVW� FRQYHU-
VDWLRQ��VWXGHQWV�IHOW�WKDW�LW�SURYLG-
HG�PRUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�DOO�FRP-
PXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WR�VSHDN�XS�DQG�
VKDUH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV��³,W�IHOW�VR�
GL̆HUHQW� IURP� WKH� RWKHU� FRPPX-
QLW\� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� EHFDXVH� WKHUH�
ZDVQ¶W�PXFK�DQLPRVLW\�´�VDLG�-XOLD�
;X� ¶���� ³3HRSOH�ZHUH� MXVW� WDONLQJ�
DERXW� WKHLU� H[SHULHQFHV� DQG� LW�
VHHPHG�OLNH�SHRSOH�KDG�UHDOO\�SRV-
LWLYH�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�UHOLJLRQ�´

0DQ\� DOVR� DSSUHFLDWHG� WKH�
TXHVWLRQV�DVNHG��GXH�WR�WKH�FRQYHU-

VDWLRQ�WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�IRVWHU��7KH�
TXHVWLRQV� LQFOXGHG� KRZ� VWXGHQWV¶�
UHOLJLRXV� LGHQWLWLHV� DQG� SUDFWLFHV�
KDYH�FKDQJHG�VLQFH�FRPLQJ�WR�&KR-
DWH��DV�ZHOO�DV�ZKDW�PLVFRQFHSWLRQV�
H[LVW�UHJDUGLQJ�VWXGHQWV¶�UHOLJLRQV���
³7KH\� WULHG� WR� XVH� TXHVWLRQV� WKDW�
ZHUH� UHOHYDQW� WR� WKH� WRSLF�� DQG�
ZKHUH� SHRSOH� FRXOG� VKDUH� WKHLU�
RSLQLRQV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� TXHVWLRQV�
WKDW� FRXOG� EH� VHDUFKHG� WKURXJK�
*RRJOH�´�VDLG�6RSKLD�.LP�¶���

Sowe also enjoyed the na-
WXUH�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV��6KH�VDLG��
³(YHU\RQH� ZDV� VSHDNLQJ� RQ�
WKHLU� RZQ� H[SHULHQFH�� DQG� QR�
one was here to school anyone.”

7KLV� &RPPXQLW\� &RQYHUVD-
WLRQ�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�OHDUQLQJ�H[SH-
ULHQFH� IRU�PDQ\�� HVSHFLDOO\� ZKHQ�
LW� FDPH� WR� WKH� GL̆HUHQW� UHOLJLRQV�
WKDW�PDNH�XS�WKH�FDPSXV��³7KHUH�
LVQ
W�D�KLJK�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�UHOLJLRXV�

SHRSOH�DW�&KRDWH�´�VDLG�.LP��³6R�LW�
ZDV�JUHDW�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�UHOLJLRQV�,�
KDGQ¶W�HYHQ�KHDUG�RI�´

³7KH� QXPEHU� RI� UHOLJLRXV�
LGHQWLWLHV� WKDW�,�ZDV�QRW�DZDUH�RI�
ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\� LQWHUHVWLQJ�´�VDLG�
$VVRFLDWH�'HDQ�RI�(TXLW\�DQG�,Q-
FOXVLRQ� 0U�� )LOLSH� &DPDURWWL�� ³,�
JDLQHG� D� JUHDWHU� DSSUHFLDWLRQ� IRU�
WKHP�MXVW�E\�VLWWLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�´

$W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� WKH� FRQ-
YHUVDWLRQ� EULGJHG� WKH� JDS� EH-
WZHHQ� VHHPLQJO\� GL̆HUHQW� UH-
OLJLRQV� ³<HV�� WKHUH¶V� GLYHUVLW\�´�
VDLG� ;LPHQD� &DVWLOOR� ¶���� ³%XW�
WKHUH¶V� D� ORW� RI� WKLQJV� WKDW� DUH�
WKH� VDPH� DFURVV� UHOLJLRQV�� OLNH�
SDUHQWDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV� RU� ZKDW�
WR�EULQJ�XS�DW�WKH�GLQQHU�WDEOH�´

7KH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�DOVR�IRVWHUHG�
D� VHQVH� RI� EHORQJLQJ� DPRQJ� UHOL-
JLRXV� SHRSOH� DW� &KRDWH�� &DVWLOOR�
DGGHG�� ³6HHLQJ� >GL̆HUHQW@� SHRSOH�

WDON�DERXW�WKHLU�UHOLJLRQ�PDGH�PH�
IHHO�OLNH�D�SDUW�RI�D�FRPPXQLW\��

%HFDXVH� RI� WKH� =RRP� IRUPDW��
PRUH� SHRSOH� FRXOG� SDUWLFLSDWH�
ZLWK�WKH�DQRQ\PRXV�FKDW�IXQFWLRQ��
³3HRSOH�ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�WRR�DIUDLG�WR�
VSHDN�LQ�IURQW�RI�������SHRSOH�FDQ�
write down a chat and share their 
RSLQLRQV�´�VDLG�.LP�

:KLOH� WKH� FKDW� IHDWXUH� LQ-
FOXGHG� PRUH� SHRSOH� LQ� WKH�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ� FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH�
LQ�SHUVRQ�IRUPDW��.LP�DOVR�DS-
SUHFLDWHG� WKH� =RRP� IRUPDW¶V�
WLPH� HIILFLHQF\�� ³:KHQ� LW¶V� LQ�
SHUVRQ��ZKHQ�WKH\�ZDON�DURXQG�
ZLWK� D� PLFURSKRQH� IRU� HDFK�
TXHVWLRQ�� LW� WDNHV�D� ORW�RI� WLPH�
DQG� FUHDWHV� D� VRUW� RI� DZNZDUG�
DWPRVSKHUH�´�VKH�VDLG��

$OWKRXJK� WKHUH� DUH� VRPH�
SURSRQHQWV� IRU� =RRP� &RP-
PXQLW\� &RQYHUVDWLRQV�� RWKHUV�

EHOLHYH� WKH\� DUH� EHVW� LQ� &RO-
RQ\� +DOO�� ³,� SUHIHU� LQ� SHUVRQ��
EHFDXVH� ,� ZDQW� SHRSOH� WR� EH�
DEOH� WR�VLW� LQ�D�URRP�WRJHWKHU�´�
VDLG� 6RZH�� ³(VSHFLDOO\� ZKHQ�
WKH� 6FKRRO� LV� JHWWLQJ� GLYLGHG�
constantly with Covid-19, we 
VKRXOG� DSSUHFLDWH� LW� ZKHQ� ZH�
FDQ�DOO�VLW�LQ�D�URRP�WRJHWKHU�´�

0DQ\�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKH�&RP-
PXQLW\� &RQYHUVDWLRQ� SURYHG�
WR� EH� YDOXDEOH� IRU� ERWK� UHOL-
JLRXV� DQG� QRQ�UHOLJLRXV� VWX-
GHQWV�� ZLWK� HDFK� JURXS� EHLQJ�
DEOH� WR� JDLQ� VRPHWKLQJ� SRVL-
WLYH� IURP� WKH� HYHQW�� 7KH� QH[W�
&RPPXQLW\� &RQYHUVDWLRQ�� RQ�
0XOWLUDFLDO� ,GHQWLW\�� LV� VFKHG-
XOHG� IRU� )HEUXDU\� ��� DQG� LV�
SODQQHG�WR�EH�KHOG�LQ�SHUVRQ��

2Q� 'HFHPEHU� ��� ������ 9DU-
XQ�5DPDPXUWKL� ¶��� UHFHLYHG� WKH�
����� 1DWLRQDO� <RXQJ$UWV� )RXQ-
GDWLRQ� 0HULW� $ZDUG� IRU� 9RLFH��
<RXQJ$UWV�LV�D�ZLGHO\�UHFRJQL]HG�
DQG� KLJKO\� FRPSHWLWLYH� DUW� FRQ-
WHVW�WKDW�FRYHUV�WHQ�EURDG�JHQUHV�
DQG� GR]HQV�PRUH� VSHFL¿F� FODVVL-
¿FDWLRQV�XQGHU� HDFK�JHQUH��2YHU�
������ FRQWHVWDQWV� DURXQG� WKH�
ZRUOG� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ� WKH� FRP-
SHWLWLRQ�� RI� ZKLFK� ��� IURP� HDFK�
JHQUH� ZHUH� VHOHFWHG� DV� 0HULW�
Award winners.

3DUWLFLSDWLQJ� LQ� WKH� FODVVLFDO�
YRLFH� VHFWLRQ�� 5DPDPXUWKL� VXE-
PLWWHG� IRXU� UHFRUGLQJV� LQFOXGLQJ�
³RQH�DUW�VRQJ�LQ�(QJOLVK�IURP�DQ\�
WLPH� SHULRG´�� IRU� ZKLFK� KH� VXE-
PLWWHG� ³/HW� %HDXW\� $ZDNH´� E\�
5DOSK� 9DXJKDQ� :LOOLDPV�� ³RQH�
DUW�VRQJ�LQ�D�ODQJXDJH�RWKHU�WKDQ�
(QJOLVK´��IRU�ZKLFK�KH�VXEPLWWHG�
³/H� 6HFUHW´� E\�*DEULHO� )DXUp�� ³D�
VRQJ�RU�DULD�VHOHFWLRQ´��IRU�ZKLFK�
KH�VXEPLWWHG�³3UD\HU´�E\�+��/HV-
OLH� $GDPV�� DQG� ³RQH� DUW� VRQJ� RU�
DULD� LQ� ,WDOLDQ� IURP� DQ\� SHULRG´��
IRU� ZKLFK� KH� VXEPLWWHG� ³7R-
JOLHWHPL� OD� 9LWD� $QFRU´� E\� $OHV-
sandro Scarlatti. 

5DPDPXUWKL¶V� SDVVLRQ� IRU�
VLQJLQJ� VWDUWHG� ZKHQ� KH� ZDV�
HLJKW�\HDUV�ROG��-RLQLQJ�WKH�*UDFH�
&DWKHGUDO�&KRLU�RI�0HQ�DQG�%R\V�
in San Francisco, he honed his 
FKRUDO� VLQJLQJ� VNLOOV�� ³7KH� ULJRU�
RI� WKH� &DWKHGUDO� &KRLU� FUHDWHG�
WKH� EDVLV� IRU�P\� VLQJLQJ� VNLOOV�´�

VDLG� 5DPDPXUWKL�� :LWK� RYHU�
WZHOYH�KRXUV�RI�SUDFWLFH�SHU�ZHHN�
IRU� VL[� \HDUV�� WKH� FKRLU� WUDYHOHG�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�SHU-
IRUPHG� LQ�PDQ\� HYHQWV�� LQFOXG-
LQJ�VLQJLQJ�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$QWKHP�
IRU� WKH� 6DQ� )UDQFLVFR� *LDQWV��
1RZ��DV� WKH�&R�SUHVLGHQW�RI� WKH�
0DL\HURV� DFDSHOOD� JURXS� DQG�
DVVLVWDQW� FRQGXFWRU� RI� &KDPEHU�
&KRUXV�� 5DPDPXUWKL� FRQWLQXHV�
WR�LQYHVW�KLV�WLPH��

+LV� LQVSLUDWLRQ� WR� MRLQ� WKH�
<RXQJ$UWV�1DWLRQDO�&RPSHWLWLRQ�
VWHPV� IURP� D� VXPPHU� SURJUDP�
KH� DWWHQGHG� DW� WKH� %RVWRQ� 8QL-
YHUVLW\� 7DQJOHZRRG� ,QVWLWXWH�� D�
SUHVWLJLRXV� SURJUDP� IRU� FODVVL-
FDO� YRLFH� DQG�PXVLF�� 7KH� WKUHH�
ZHHN� SURJUDP� DOORZHG� KLP� WR�
OHDUQ�ZLWK�VRPH�RI� WKH�PRVW�FD-
SDEOH� LQVWUXFWRUV� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG�
DQG� UHFHLYH� FROOHJH� DQG� FRQVHU-
YDWRU\�OHYHO� WUDLQLQJ�� $IWHU� WKH�
SURJUDP�� DQ� LQVWUXFWRU� DW� WKH�
SURJUDP� UHFRPPHQGHG� KLP� WR�
DSSO\�IRU�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�

³:LWK� WKH� PHULW� DZDUG� RI�
WKH� FRPSHWLWLRQ�� <RXQJ$UWV�
SURYLGHV�PH�ZLWK�DPSOH�RSSRU-
WXQLWLHV� DV� DQ� DUWLVW� LQ�ERWK�P\�
FUHDWLYH� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDO� SXU-
VXLWV�´�VDLG�5DPDPXUWKL��³,�DOVR�
UHFHLYH� D� VXEVFULSWLRQ� WR� <RXQ-
J$UWV�3RVW��ZKLFK�LV�D�JUHDW�ZD\�
WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKH�DUW�FRPPX-
QLW\�´� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� <RXQ-
J$UWV� ZHEVLWH�� WKH� <RXQJ$UWV�
3RVW�LV�D�³D�SULYDWH��RQOLQH�SRUWDO�
IRU�<RXQJ$UWV�DUWLVWV�WR�FRQQHFW��
share their work and discover 
QHZ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�´�

'HVSLWH�VWLOO�EHLQJ�XQGHFLGHG�
DERXW� KLV� FDUHHU�� 5DPDPXUWKL�
ZDQWV� WR� FRQWLQXH� KLV� SDVVLRQ�
IRU� PXVLF� LQ� FROOHJH� DQG� VHH�
ZKHUH� WKDW� WDNHV� KLP�� 5DPD-
PXUWKL� LV� VHDUFKLQJ� IRU�FROOHJHV�
ZLWK� D� ULJRURXV� FODVVLFDO� YRLFH�
DQG� FRPSRVLWLRQ� SURJUDP� WKDW�
ZLOO� OHDYH� ERWK� FDUHHU� RSSRUWX-
QLWLHV�RSHQ�WR�KLP�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��

³1R�PDWWHU� ZKHUH� ,� DP� DI-
WHU� KLJK� VFKRRO�� ,� NQRZ� WKDW�
WKLV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�KDV�JLYHQ�PH�D�

JUHDW�ERRVW�WR�P\�IXWXUH�FDUHHU�
DV�DQ�DUWLVW�´�5DPDPXUWKL�VDLG��

5DPDPXUWKL� UHFHQWO\� VDQJ�
DW� WKH�$QJHOD�'DYLV�3UHVHQWDWLRQ�
RQ� 'LYHUVLW\� 'D\� ZLWK� PHPEHUV�
RI� WKH� &KDPEHU� &KRLU� DQG� ZLOO�
SHUIRUP� LQ�PDQ\� IXWXUH�PXVLFDO�
HYHQWV�RQ�FDPSXV�LQFOXGLQJ�:LQ-
WHU�5HFLWDO�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WHUP�
DQG�6HQLRU�5HFLWDO�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�

:LWK� WKH� &RYLG���� 2PLFURQ�
YDULDQW� UXQQLQJ� UDPSDQW� DFURVV�
the world, students returned to 
FDPSXV�ZLWK�QHZ�VDIHW\�JXLGHOLQHV�
UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�WKH�����������DFD-
GHPLF�\HDU��:LWK�VWXGHQWV�UHWXUQ-
LQJ�IURP�DOO�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH�
6FKRRO�LV�WDNLQJ�YLJLODQW�PHDVXUHV�
WR�NHHS�HYHU\RQH�VDIH��

%HIRUH� VWXGHQWV� FRXOG� UHWXUQ�
WR�FDPSXV�WKH\�QHHGHG�HLWKHU�RQH�
QHJDWLYH�3&5�WHVW�ZLWKLQ����KRXUV�
RI�DUULYDO�RU�WZR�QHJDWLYH�DQWLJHQ�
WHVWV��RQH����KRXUV�SULRU�WR�DUULY-
DO�DQG� WKH� VHFRQG����KRXUV�SULRU�
to arrival. When they arrived on 
FDPSXV��VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�WHVWHG�RQFH�
DJDLQ�EHIRUH�HQWHULQJ�WKHLU�GRUPV��

$IWHU�ZLWQHVVLQJ� WKH�&RYLG����
RXWEUHDN�RQ�FDPSXV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�
School’s decision not to test all stu-
GHQWV� DIWHU� 7KDQNVJLYLQJ� %UHDN��
PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�UHOLHYHG�WKDW�
WKLV�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�PDGH��³,�WKLQN�LW�
FUHDWHG�D�ORW�RI�DQLPRVLW\�EHWZHHQ�
VWXGHQWV� DQG� WKH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�

ZKHQ� WKH� 6FKRRO� GLGQ¶W� WHVW� IRU�
WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI�:LQWHUOXGH�� EXW�
VWXGHQWV� ZHUH� DOVR� GRLQJ� WKLQJV�
WR�PDNH�&RYLG����ZRUVH�´�2UYLOOH�
$PDQNZDK�¶���VDLG��

'XULQJ� WKH� ¿UVW� ZHHN� EDFN�
IURP� EUHDN�� DOO� FODVVHV�ZHUH� KHOG�
YLUWXDOO\� ZKLOH� WKH�+HDOWK� &HQWHU�
UDQ�PXOWLSOH� URXQGV� RI� WHVWLQJ� WR�
HQVXUH�WKDW�DQ\�SRVLWLYH�FDVHV�GLG�
QRW� VSUHDG�� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� IXUWKHU�
PLWLJDWH� WKH� VSUHDG� RI� WKH� YLUXV��
the rules and restrictions that 
ZHUH�LPSOHPHQWHG�LQ�WKH�IHZ�GD\V�
EHIRUH�ZLQWHU�EUHDN�ZHUH�H[WHQGHG�
WKURXJK�WKH�¿UVW�ZHHN�RQ�FDPSXV��
*UDE�DQG�JR� PHDOV� ZHUH� SURYLG-
HG�� VSRUWV� SUDFWLFHV� DQG� JDPHV�
ZHUH�FDQFHOOHG��DQG�HQVHPEOH�UH-
KHDUVDOV�ZHUH�PRYHG�WR�EH�YLUWXDO��

6RPH� VWXGHQWV� IRXQG� WKH�
YLUWXDO� IRUPDW� GLIILFXOW�� ³,W¶V�
KDUG� WR� IRFXV� ZLWK� RQOLQH�
OHDUQLQJ�� DQG� LW¶V�SUHWW\� VORZ�´�
VDLG�&RRSHU�$FNHUPDQ�¶����

$PDQNZDK� DJUHHG�� ³,W� WRRN�
DOO�P\�ZDQW�WR�EH�LQ�FODVVHV�DZD\��
,� XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� WHDFKHUV� ZHUH�
VWUXJJOLQJ�ZLWK�WKDW�WRR�²�LW¶V�VXFK�

D� GDXQWLQJ� WKLQJ� WR� =RRP� LQWR� D�
FODVVURRP� IXOO� RI� VWXGHQWV� ZKR�
GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�EH�RQOLQH�´�

2Q� 0RQGD\�� -DQXDU\� ����
LQ�SHUVRQ� FODVVHV� UHVXPHG��
WKRXJK� PDQ\� UHVWULFWLRQV� UH-
PDLQHG�� 0DVNV� ZHUH� UHTXLUHG�
LQGRRUV��DQG�URRP�WR�URRP�DQG�
GRUP� WR� GRUP� YLVLWDWLRQ� ZDV�
VWLOO�SURKLELWHG��7KH�GLQLQJ�KDOO�
FRQWLQXHG�VHUYLQJ�JUDE�DQG�JR�
PHDOV�� ZLWK� ERDUGHUV� UHTXLUHG�
WR�HDW�LQ�WKHLU�URRPV�RU�RXWVLGH��
while day students had access 
WR� 6W�� -RKQ� +DOO�� 0RVW� RWKHU�
FRPPRQ� VSDFHV� UHVXPHG� QRU-
PDO� KRXUV�� EXW� VSRUWV� JDPHV�
ZHUH�SRVWSRQHG��

,Q� DQ� HPDLO� RQ� 7KXUVGD\��
January 13, the School an-
QRXQFHG�WKH�RSHQLQJ�RI�GLQH�LQ�
VHUYLFH� LQ� WKH� GLQLQJ� KDOO�� 6W��
-RKQ� +DOO�� DQG� WKH� 7XFN� 6KRS�
WR� ERDUGLQJ� VWXGHQWV� WKH� IRO-
ORZLQJ� GD\�� /DQSKLHU� &DIH� UH-
RSHQHG�RQ�7XHVGD\��-DQXDU\�����
6SRUWV� JDPHV� DOVR� EHJDQ� DJDLQ�
last weekend on January, 12. 
³,W¶V�QLFH� WR�EH�EDFN�RQ�FDPSXV�
ZLWK�WKH�WHDP�DQG�SOD\�WRJHWKHU�
DJDLQ�´�VDLG�=HSK\U�6LPXV�¶����

On January 7, the School an-
QRXQFHG�GDWHV�IRU�D�YDFFLQH�FOLQLF�
IRU� VWXGHQWV�� ³��� RU� ROGHU� DQG� LQ�
QHHG�RI�D�¿UVW��VHFRQG��RU�ERRVWHU�
GRVH�´� RQ� -DQXDU\� ��� DQG�)HEUX-
DU\� ��� LQ� KRSHV� WR� LPPXQL]H� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\� DQG� DOORZ� IRU� IHZHU�
UHVWULFWLRQV�� 0DQ\� VWXGHQWV� JRW�
WKHLU�ERRVWHU�DW�WKH�FOLQLF��LQ�KRSHV�
WKDW� WKH� YDFFLQH� ZLOO� PHDQ� PRUH�
QRUPDO� OLYLQJ� LV� LQ� VLJKW�� *LYHQ�
WKH�PDVVLYH� LQÀX[� RI� VWXGHQWV� WR�

WKH�FOLQLF��KRZHYHU��VRPH�VWXGHQWV�
were turned away due to a short-
DJH�RI�YDFFLQHV��EXW�DUH�VHW� WR�UH-
ceive the vaccine at a later date. 

7KH� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� LV�PRQL-
WRULQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�FDUHIXOO\�DQG�
WDNLQJ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�SUHFDXWLRQV�
WR� SUHYHQW� DQ\� IXUWKHU� SRVLWLYH�
cases. The Medical Director, Dr. 
0LULDP� &RKHQ�� H[SODLQHG� WKDW�
³WKH� VLJQV� WKDW� ZH� FRXOG� ORRV-
HQ� XS� WKH� UHVWULFWLRQV´� LQFOXGH�
³KLJKHU� ERRVWHU� UDWHV� DQG� D� GH-
FOLQH� LQ� &RYLG���� FDVHV� EH\RQG�
WKH�FDPSXV�´

5HJDUGLQJ�D�UHWXUQ�WR�RQOLQH�
OHDUQLQJ�DQG�TXDUDQWLQH��'U��&R-
KHQ� VDLG�� ³,� WKLQN� LW¶V�QRW� OLNHO\��
,� GRQ¶W� IRUHVHH� WKDW� KDSSHQLQJ�
unless there is an entirely new 
YDULDQW� FDXVLQJ� WURXEOH�´� $V� WKH�
YDFFLQDWLRQ� SHUFHQWDJH� RI� WKH�
VFKRRO� SRSXODWLRQ� LQFUHDVHV��
PRUH� IDFLOLWLHV�ZLOO� RSHQ�XS� DQG�
PRUH�IUHHGRP�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�

Many students have leaned 
LQWR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�ILQG�RS-
WLPLVP� DV� WKH� XQFHUWDLQW\� RI�
WKH� QH[W� IHZ�PRQWKV� SOD\� RXW��
0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�JUHDWO\�DSSUHFL-
DWHG�JDWKHULQJ�WRJHWKHU�IRU�WKH�
VOHGGLQJ�HYHQW�RQ�)ULGD\��-DQ-
XDU\����³,W�ZDV�HVSHFLDOO\�WRXJK�
IRU�WKH�ILUVW�ZHHN�EDFN�ZKHQ�ZH�
KDG� WR� TXDUDQWLQH�´� VDLG� GD\�
VWXGHQW�+XJR�&KXQJ�¶����³6HH-
LQJ�DOO�P\�IULHQGV�DQG�HYHU\RQH�
HOVH�GXULQJ�VHQLRU�VOHGGLQJ�ZDV�
D�UHPLQGHU�IRU�KRZ�JUHDW�&KR-
DWH�FRXOG�EH�´
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2Q�-DQXDU\����-R\�%DQJ� ¶���
ZDV�DQQRXQFHG�DV�D�VHPL¿QDOLVW�
DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�WRS�����VFKRODUV�
IRU� WKH� ����� 5HJHQHURQ� 6FL-
HQFH� 7DOHQW� 6HDUFK� �676��� RQH�
RI� WKH� ROGHVW� DQG� PRVW� SUHV-
WLJLRXV� KLJK� VFKRRO� PDWK� DQG�
VFLHQFH� UHVHDUFK� FRPSHWLWLRQV�
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KLV�\HDU��������
VWXGHQWV�IURP�����KLJK�VFKRROV�
DFURVV� ��� VWDWHV�� :DVKLQJWRQ�
'�&���3XHUWR�5LFR��DQG�HLJKW�RWK-
HU�FRXQWULHV�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�FRP-
SHWLWLRQ��%DQJ¶V�ZLQQLQJ�ELRORJ\�
SURMHFW� IRFXVHG� RQ� XVLQJ� 7UDQ-
VFULSWLRQ�)DFWRU�$�0LWRFKRQGULD�
�7)$0���D�W\SH�RI�
SURWHLQ�� WR� VDIHO\�
store data-hold-
LQJ�'1$�

� 7KH� EXON� RI�
WKH� UHVHDUFK� IRU�
KHU� SURMHFW� WRRN�
SODFH� RYHU� WKH�
VXPPHU� DW� 6X-
won University in 
6RXWK� .RUHD�� $F-
FRUGLQJ� WR� %DQJ��
FXUUHQW� PHWKRGV�
RI� VWRULQJ� GDWD�
VXFK� DV� LPDJHV�
DUH� VSDFH�DQG�HQ-
HUJ\�LQWHQVLYH��
which has led sci-
HQWLVWV� WR� H[SORUH�
RWKHU� PHDQV� RI�
VWRULQJ� LQIRUPD-
WLRQ��'1$�GDWD�VWRUDJH�³LV�D�¿HOG�
WKDW¶V� EHLQJ� UHDOO\� LQWHQVLYHO\�
VWXGLHG� EHFDXVH� RI� LWV� JUHDW� SR-
WHQWLDO�WR�EH�WKH�QH[W�PDLQVWUHDP�
PHGLXP�RI�GDWD�VWRUDJH�´�VKH�VDLG��
+RZHYHU�� RQH� FULWLFDO� LVVXH� ZLWK�
WKLV�PHWKRG�LV�WKH�LQKHUHQW�LQVWD-
ELOLW\� RI� '1$�� %DQJ¶V� ZRUN� ZDV�
RQ� XVLQJ� 7)$0� WR� HQFDSVXODWH�
DQG� SURWHFW� PLWRFKRQGULDO� '1$�
IURP� YDULRXV� VWUHVV� IDFWRUV� VXFK�
DV�XOWUDYLROHW� �89��UDGLDWLRQ�DQG�
R[LGDWLYH�VWUHVV��³,�ZDQWHG�WR�VHH�
LI�WKLV�SURWHLQ�FRXOG�EH�FRPELQHG�
ZLWK�'1$�VWRULQJ�DFWXDO�LQIRUPD-
WLRQ�´� VKH� VDLG��+HU� UHVHDUFK� UH-
VXOWV�VKRZHG�WKDW�WKH�7)$0�'1$�
FRPSOH[�PHW�VWDEOH�VWRUDJH�QHHGV�
LQ� DTXHRXV� FRQGLWLRQV�� GHVSLWH�
KDUVK� 89� LUUDGLDWLRQ� DQG� R[L-
GDWLYH� VWUHVV�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� VKH�
VXFFHVVIXOO\� VWRUHG� DQG� UHWULHYHG�
ERWK���[���EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�LPDJ-

HV� DQG� ELQDU\� QXPEHUV�HQFRGHG�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�QXFOHRWLGH�RI�WKH�'1$��

$IWHU� WKUHH�PRQWKV�ZRUNLQJ�
RQ�WKH�SURMHFW��%DQJ�UHFDOOHG�WKH�
QLJKW�� RU� UDWKHU� PRUQLQJ�� WKDW�
VKH� KHDUG� WKH� QHZV�� ³,� UHPHP-
EHU� LW� ZDV� �� D�P�� LQ� .RUHD�� ���
S�P�� (67�� ZKHQ� ,� JRW� DQ� HPDLO�
QRWL¿FDWLRQ� IURP� 676� VD\LQJ�
µ&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�¶´� %DQJ� FRQ-
WLQXHG�� ³,� ZDV� VR� WKULOOHG� DQG�
H[FLWHG�� DQG� ,� JRW� WR� FHOHEUDWH�
LW�DW�KRPH�´�)RU�KHU�ZRUN��%DQJ�
and Choate have each received 
������LQ�SUL]H�PRQH\�IURP�676�

%DQJ¶V� PRWLYDWLRQ� IRU� WKLV�
SURMHFW� FDPH� IURP�QRW�RQO\�KHU�
SULQFLSDO� LQYHVWLJDWRU� DW� 6XZRQ�
3URIHVVRU� :RR� 5LQ� /HH�� ZKR�

introduced and 
KHOSHG� %DQJ� GH-
YHORS� WKH� PRGHO�
IRU� KHU� SURMHFW��
EXW� DOVR� OLWHUD-
ture review she 
FRPSOHWHG�IRU�WKH�
ELRORJ\� VHFWLRQ�
RI� WKH� 6FKRRO
V�
Science Research 
3URJUDP� �653���
³653� EXLOW� D�
VWURQJ� IRXQGD-
WLRQ� IRU� P\� UH-
search skills and 
literature review” 
she shared. Al-
WKRXJK� KHU� 653�
DQG� SUHYLRXV� UH-
VHDUFK�H[SHULHQF-
HV� SHUWDLQHG� WR�

OXQJ�UHODWHG�FRQGLWLRQV��³D�ORW�RI�
WHFKQLTXHV�,�XVHG�DQG�WKH�DQDO\-
VLV�,�GLG�ZHUH�VLPLODU�WR�P\�SULRU�
research,” she said.

/RRNLQJ� WR� WKH� IXWXUH�� %DQJ�
VKDUHG� KHU� LQWHUHVW� DQG� SDVVLRQ�
IRU� FRQWLQXLQJ� KHU� UHVHDUFK� SURM-
HFW�� ³,¶P� GH¿QLWHO\� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�
IXUWKHULQJ�WKLV�SURMHFW�²�,¶P�SODQ-
QLQJ�RQ�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�SURIHVVRUV�
LQ�WKLV�¿HOG�WR�UHFHLYH�IHHGEDFN�RQ�
P\�ZRUN�DQG�IXUWKHU�LW�´

2Q�-DQXDU\��������RI�WKH�WRS�
����VFKRODUV�ZHUH�QDPHG�5HJHQ-
eron Science Talent Search Final-
LVWV��LQ�ZKLFK����RI�WKRVH�VWXGHQWV�
ZLOO� EH� VHOHFWHG� LQ�PLG�0DUFK� WR�
UHFHLYH� D� FRPELQHG� WRWDO� RI� �����
PLOOLRQ�LQ�DZDUGV�GXULQJ�WKH�¿QDO�
DZDUG�FHUHPRQ\�

By Ryan Kim ’23
Associate Edtior

Ryan Kim may be reached 
at rkim23@choate.edu

Varun Ramamurthi ’22 Wins YoungArts Award for Voice
By Calvin Moon ’24

Reporter

Calvin Moon may be reached 
at cmoon24@choate.edu

Graphic by Yujin Kim/The Choate News

Varun Ramamurthi sang with the Chamber Choir at Diversity Day.
Photo by Ti!any Xiao/The Choate News

Joy Bang injecting samples into a test tube at the Science Center.
Photo by Ti!any Xiao/The Choate News

COMMUNIT Y CONVERS ATION FOCUSES ON R ELIGIOUS IDENTIT Y
By Aubrie Williams ’24

Reporter

Aubrie Williams may be reached 
at awilliams24@choate.edu

“It was 2 a.m. in Korea, 
12 p.m. EST, when I got 

an email notification 
from STS saying 

‘Congratulations!’ I 
was so thrilled and 

excited, and I got to 
celebrate it at home.”

Joy Bang



On January 3, Wallingford high 
school Lyman Hall was defeated, 
92-4, in a varsity basketball game 
against Sacred Heart Academy 
(SHA), a Catholic girls’ high school 
in Hamden. While the 88 point 
GL̆HUHQFH�GUHZ�QDWLRQDO�DWWHQWLRQ�
and criticism — including an article 
from The New York Times — the 
VWRU\� KDV� SURPSWHG� UHÀHFWLRQ� RQ�
sportsmanship and proper conduct 
on the high school level.

2QH� RI� WKH� PRVW� VLJQL¿FDQW�
outcomes of the game was the 
one-game suspension of Mr. Ja-
son Kirck, the SHA coach. The 
school’s President, Sister Sheila 
O’Neill, told GameTimeCT, “Last 
night’s girls’ basketball game 
versus Lyman Hall High School 
does not align with our values or 
philosophies.” Both Sacred Heart 
and Lyman Hall belong to the 
Southern Connecticut Conference 
(SCC), an athletic consortium 
with stated values of “academ-
ics, leadership, sportsmanship.” 
After the incident, SCC commis-
sioner Mr. Al Carbone posed this 
question to the New York Times: 
“Do we need to do a better job of 
teaching what sportsmanship is?”

This question was debated not 
only by organized conferences and 
administrations, but among local 
students and athletes as well. To 
some, like Wallingford resident 
and hockey player Dan Altschul-
er ’22, Sacred Heart’s plays made 
the game unsportsmanlike. “What 
upset the people the most was how 
aggressive the other team seemed 
to play even after they were leading 
56-0 at halftime. Putting the start-
ers in for the beginning of the third 
quarter is what irked a lot of peo-
ple,” Altschuler explained.

Similarly, Athletic Direc-
WRU� 0U�� 5RQH\� (IRUG�� VSHFL¿HG�
how he would have handled the 
situation as a coach. “I person-
ally could not win a game by 88 
points as I don’t feel it is in line 
with good sportsmanship for high 
school sports,” he said. 

The morale of the players 
in any competition should be 

preserved, Altschuler argued: 
“It never feels good to lose by a 
lot, and being a hockey player, I 
have lost my fair share of games 
by 10 plus goals, but I don’t 
think that comes even close to 
losing by 88 points,” he said. 
“That would not sit right with 
me at all.”

The score disparity is accom-
panied by a discrepancy in the 
resources that are accessible to a 
public school like Lyman Hall in 
comparison to a private school like 
SHA. Altschuler noticed this ineq-
uitable matchup and noted, “It’s 
unfortunate that a team that has 
the ability to ‘recruit’ athletes can 
play against a town school and feel 
IXO¿OOHG�DERXW�ZLQQLQJ�´�

To Jackson Mailhot, a senior 
at Lyman Hall, the game’s out-
come was in favor of SHA, but 
there was an expectation that it 
would be a balanced event. “Both 
teams understood the skill gap 
going into the game, but the SHA 
coach continued to pound it into 
WKHP�IRU�D�GHFHQW�SDUW�RI�WKH�¿UVW�
half,” he said. “Sportsmanship 
would have looked like letting 
some of the younger girls get their 
shot at the big stage.”

To Wallingfordians, the fact 
that a local basketball game has 
shone attention on their commu-
nity is surprising. Mailhot com-
mented, “I think it was pretty cool 
to see our school’s name up on 

sites like [The New York Times] 
and [Barstool Sports]. Would 
have loved for it to be more posi-
tive, but still cool nonetheless.” 

Altschuler recalled that the 
score was trending on his Twit-
ter feed, and the game received 
much visibility on social media. 
For Mailhot, most of the attention 
surrounding this ordeal was re-
lated to “the hateful and devious 
comments on our team through 
social media,” he said. 

Altschuler seconded Mail-
hot’s opinion, saying, “  Many 
people who had no stake in the 
event seemed to have a comment 
on it and felt the need to share 
it on social media. Some of the 
VWX̆�D� ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZHUH�VD\LQJ�
about the players and the Lyman 
Hall coach was pretty repulsive.”

While the outcome of the 
game has produced hypervisibili-
ty, many in the Connecticut athlet-
ics community see it as a learning 
experience, through which inter-
scholastic teams and players will 
be more conscious about sports-
manship and collaboration, rather 
than strict competition. Altschuler 
VDLG�� ³:KLOH� LW� FHUWDLQO\� UHÀHFWV�
poorly on sportsmanship at the 
high school level, my hope is that 
other schools and teams will learn 
from this situation.”
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Wallingford Historical Preservation Trust Uncovers Hidden Local Truths

Although the Wallingford 
350th anniversary Jubilee was can-
celled in 2020, the town embarked 
RQ� D� GL̆HUHQW� VLJQL¿FDQW� SURMHFW�
to commemorate the town’s his-
tory: “Enslaved Wallingford: The 
Missing Chapter of Our American 
Narrative.” This project is also re-
ferred to as the Black Stories Mat-
ter History Project. Though less 
celebratory and more solemn, the 
initiativewas created by the Wall-
ingford Historical Preservation 
Trust (WHPT) serve to publicize 
the lives and stories of enslaved 
people of Wallingford from 1670 to 
1840, as well as the town’s free Af-
rican-American community in the 
late 19th-century. 

WHPT’s president, Mr. Jerry 
Farrell Jr. ’86, founded the Trust 
in 1991 hoping to preserve, inter-
pret, and educate the public about 
the early historic structures and 
culture of the town. “Wallingford 
needed more of a focus and a bet-
ter telling of the many stories that 
deserve a deeper dive and a deeper 
look,” he explained. 

A major component of the 
7UXVW� LV� LWV� KLVWRULFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�
properties: the Johnson Mansion, 
which features the American Silver 
Museum, and the Royce House, 
Wallingford’s oldest building. Both 
houses have ties to slavery, and the 
Black Stories Matter History Proj-
ect aims to to acknowledge and ed-
ucate on that connection. In order 
to further expand on the Trust’s 
goals, Choate Catholic spiritual di-
rector and project consultant, Mrs. 
Lorraine Connelly, said, “We’re 
going to have a permanent exhibit 
that will be available to the public 
in June 2022 at the Royce House.”

At Wallingford’s first ever 
Juneteenth celebration on 
June 19, 2021, the WHPT read 

the names of 400 enslaved 
Black people from Wallingford 
as part of a memorial. “These 
were just the first names of the 
people we discovered — not a 
last name,” Mrs. Connelly ex-
plained that limited records 
were because the enslaved 
Black population was histori-
cally considered property in-
stead of people.

Through their research for 
the project, the WHPT also dis-
covered that in the 1760s, Wall-
ingford’s population of under 
4,000 included 182 Black people. 
The numbers corresponded with 

RWKHU� ¿QGLQJV� WKDW� VKRZHG� WKDW�
nearly all merchants, physicians, 
lawyers, ministers, politicians, 
PLOLWDU\� ṘFHUV�� DQG� IDUPHUV�
owned enslaved people. Mrs. 
Connelly expounded upon this re-
ality, saying that one would more 
likely see a Black person in Wall-
ingford in 1790 than in 2022: “To 
imagine that in the 1790s, if you 
walked out of a dorm or I walked 
out of my home, there was a Black 
community that existed that we 
don’t necessarily see today… to 
me, that is mind-boggling.”

Since the stories of the high 
population of enslaved people 

were not chronicled as their white 
contemporaries were, the WHPT 
hired Mr. Chris Menapace, a Se-
nior Educator at Discovering 
Amistad and independent schol-
ar, to further investigate Black 
life in Wallingford. Under the 
guidance of Mr. Menapace, lo-
cal volunteers from the greater 
Wallingford community looked 
up relevant primary documents, 
including numerous church re-
cords, federal census records, 
and military records to identify 
the names of individual enslaved 
peoples and, later, their descen-
dants. In a presentation at the 

Wallingford Public Library, Mr. 
Menapace noted, “When most 
people think of slavery, they think 
of farm work, but one of the most 
common professions that en-
slaved were reverends.” Mr. Far-
rell also commented, “We always 
thought those were stories about 
the American South, but appar-
ently there are just as much sto-
ries about New England.”

The Black Stories Matter 
History Project discovered 
the connection of enslavers 
to buildings and historical 
figures from Choate Rosemary 
Hall, including the dormitories 

Atwater, Homestead, and 
Squire Stanley House, as well 
as faculty residence John Hall 
House. Mr. Menapace noted 
“Every prominent family in 
Wallingford — the Atwaters, 
Cookes, Halls, Stanleys, Royces, 
and Yales — were all enslavers.” 

After contacting the Direc-
tor of Development Mr. Dan 
Courcey and Director of Equity 
and Inclusion Dr. Rachel My-
ers, the WHPT sent a propos-
al to the School that included 
plans to place witness stones 
at some of these properties. 
On finding out the true origin 
of many campus buildings, Dr. 
Myers commented: “I was not 
surprised. Enslaved people 
were everywhere in this coun-
try, as were those who profited 
from enslavement. I am grate-
ful to WHPT for taking on their 
project.” Additionally, Mrs. 
Connelly explained that analy-
sis of primary documents will 
be incorporated into Choate’s 
curriculum “to restore the his-
tory and honor the humanity 
of enslaved individuals who 
helped build our communities.” 

For a model of what the wit-
ness stone project could look 
like at Choate, John Reach ’24 
talked about his own project at 
the Country School in Madi-
son, Connecticut. “Recogniz-
ing and appreciating [enslaved 
people’s] humanity granted us 
a better appreciation for each 
individual life, and made infor-
mation from history textbooks 
personal. … I hope to share this 
type of experience with others 
in the future, and to contin-
ue to uncover more about the 
lives of people who were en-
slaved,” he said.

Eva Li may be reached 
at eli24@choate.edu

By Eva Li ’24
Sta! Reporter

The Johnson Mansion, a historic building in Wallingford with a lesser known connection to enslaved people in Connecticut.
Photo courtesy of Visit CT

Fans Cry Foul at Lopsided Basketball Victory
By Caroline Lawlor ’23

Reporter

Caroline Lawlor may be reached 
at clawlor23@choate.edu

Sacred Heart Academy recently defeated Lyman Hall 92-4.
Photo courtesy of MyRecordJournal

SIGHTS OF WIN TER STOR MS

Photos by Junho Lee, Sophia Kim, and Garrett Curtis / The Choate News

The first winter storm of 2022 brought in over five inches of snow on January 6.



IQ� ¿IWK� JUDGH�� P\� PDWK� FODVV�
VWXGLHG�IUDFWLRQV��,�NQHZ�D�WHVW�
DZDLWHG�PH� DW� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH�

XQLW��VR�,�SURFHHGHG�WR�GR�ZKDW�,¶G�
DOZD\V�GRQH� DV� D� VWXGHQW�� SD\� DW-
WHQWLRQ�LQ�FODVV��WDNH�FDUHIXO�QRWHV��
DVN� TXHVWLRQV�� DQG� GR� WKH� KRPH-
ZRUN��+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�,�JRW� WR�WKH�
WHVW��P\�EUDLQ� IUR]H��6XGGHQO\�� DOO�
WKH� OHVVRQV�DQG�SUDFWLFH�SUREOHPV�
OHIW�P\�KHDG��,�FRXOGQ¶W�HYHQ�UHFDOO�
KRZ�WR�VLPSOLI\�D�IUDFWLRQ��,�WXUQHG�
LQ�WKH�WHVW�KDOI�EODQN��DVKDPHG�WKDW�
,�FRXOGQ¶W�UHPHPEHU�D�FRQFHSW�WKDW�
KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�HYHQ�UHPRWHO\�GLI-
¿FXOW� IRU�PH��$QG� VR��P\� MRXUQH\�
ZLWK�WHVW�DQ[LHW\�EHJDQ��

7KURXJKRXW� WKH� HQVXLQJ� ¿YH�
\HDUV�� ,� KDG� RQ�DQG�R̆� ERXWV� RI�
VHYHUH�DQ[LHW\��6RPHWLPHV��,�ZRXOG�
EHJLQ�FU\LQJ��DQG�RWKHU�WLPHV�,�H[-
SHULHQFHG�QDXVHD�DQG�FROG�VZHDWV��
%XW��LW�ZDVQ¶W�XQWLO�WKLV�\HDU�WKDW�WKH�
DQ[LHW\�EHJDQ�KHDYLO\� DQG� UHSHDW-
HGO\� LQWHUIHULQJ�ZLWK�P\�DELOLW\� WR�
SHUIRUP�RQ�WHVWV�

$IWHU� WDNLQJ� D� JHQHUDO� DQ[LHW\�
WHVW�DGPLQLVWHUHG�E\�D�SV\FKLDWULVW��
,�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�WKH�V\PSWRPV�,¶G�
VX̆HUHG�VLQFH�¿IWK�JUDGH�ZHUH��LQ-
GHHG��WKRVH�RI�DQ[LHW\��0RUH�RIWHQ�
WKDQ� QRW�� DGXOWV� VKUXJJHG� R̆�P\�
FRQFHUQV��VD\LQJ�WKDW�,�MXVW�QHHGHG�
WR� EUHDWKH� GHHSO\� RU� WKDW�P\� EDG�
WHVW� UHVXOWV�ZHUH� EHFDXVH� ,� KDGQ¶W�
VWXGLHG� HQRXJK�� :LWK� D� GLDJQR-
VLV�WR�GH¿QH�P\�H[SHULHQFHV��,�IHOW�
YDOLGDWHG��+RZHYHU��WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
UHFHLYLQJ� DFFRPPRGDWLRQV� IURP�
&KRDWH��ZKLFK� IROORZV� WKH�&ROOHJH�
%RDUG¶V� ṘFLDO� ³'RFXPHQWDWLRQ�

*XLGHOLQHV�´�KDV�SURYHG�WR�EH�ERWK-
WLPH�FRQVXPLQJ�DQG�H[SHQVLYH��

$IWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�P\�GLDJQRVLV��,�
UHDOL]HG� WKDW� UHFHLYLQJ� H[WUD� WLPH�
RQ�WHVWV�FRXOG�KHOS�PH�SHUIRUP�LQ�
D�ZD\�WKDW�DOLJQV�ZLWK�P\�NQRZO-
HGJH� DQG� P\� SUHSDUDWLRQ�� ,� IHOW�
OLNH�,�ZDVQ¶W�DVNLQJ�IRU�WRR�PXFK��
D�ELW�RI�H[WUD�WLPH�VR�WKDW�,�FRXOG�
SHUIRUP�D� IHZ� WHFKQLTXHV� WR�PLW-
LJDWH� P\� DQ[LHW\� DQG� UHYLHZ� P\�
DQVZHUV�� UDWKHU� WKDQ� VLPSO\� FRQ-
FHQWUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�WLFNLQJ�WLPH��

,�VRRQ�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�WKH�SUR-
FHVV�RI�JHWWLQJ�DQ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�
ZDV� GHPDQGLQJ�� )RU� RQH�� ,� QHHG-
HG�WR�XQGHUJR�KRXUV�RI�WHVWLQJ�DG-
PLQLVWHUHG� E\� SULYDWH� LQVWLWXWLRQV�
EH\RQG�&KRDWH��7KH�WHVWLQJ�ZDV�GH-
VLJQHG�WR�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�P\�GLDJQR-
VLV�LPSHGHV�P\�DELOLW\�WR�OHDUQ��DQG�
LW�ZRXOG�FRVW�P\�IDPLO\�WKRXVDQGV�
RI�GROODUV��8OWLPDWHO\�� ,�QHHGHG� WR�
VXEPLW� D� VL[�SDJH� UHSRUW�GHWDLOLQJ�
P\� DQ[LHW\� DQG� LWV� H̆HFWV� RQ�P\�
DFDGHPLF�SHUIRUPDQFH��$OO� RI� WKLV�
QHHGHG�WR�KDSSHQ�EHIRUH�&KRDWH¶V�
&RPPLWWHH� RQ� 6SHFLDO� $FFRPPR-
GDWLRQV�ZRXOG�FRQVLGHU�P\�UHTXHVW�
IRU�H[WUD�WLPH�RQ�DVVHVVPHQWV�

$V� LW� VWDQGV�� ,� VWLOO� KDYHQ¶W�
FRPSOHWHG� DOO� RI� WKH� WHVWLQJ� UH-
TXLUHG� E\� WKH� &ROOHJH� %RDUG��
VLQFH� ,¶P� VWLOO� LQ� WKH� SURFHVV� RI�
¿QGLQJ�D�WKHUDSLVW�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�
LW��&KRDWH�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�
IXQGV� VHW� DVLGH� WR� KHOS� VXSSRUW�
VWXGHQWV� ZKR� QHHG� KHOS� LQ� FRY-
HULQJ� WKHVH� H[SHQVHV�� DQG� WKH�
+HDOWK� &HQWHU� LV� QRW� GHVLJQHG�
WR� SHUIRUP� HGXFDWLRQDO� WHVWLQJ��
(YHQ�VR��WKH�7HDFKLQJ�	�/HDUQLQJ�
&HQWHU� KDV� DOORZHG� PH� WR� KDYH�
XS�WR�����H[WUD�WLPH�RQ�DVVHVV-

PHQWV�WKURXJK�ZKDW�LV�NQRZQ�DV�
WHPSRUDU\�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV��

&KRDWH��RI�FRXUVH��KDV�DQ�RE-
OLJDWLRQ� WR� PDQDJH� LWV� VWXGHQWV¶�
UHTXHVWV�IRU�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�UH-
VSRQVLEO\�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� Forbes��
VWXGHQWV� DW� FROOHJHV� DQG� RWKHU�
SUHS�VFKRROV�KDYH�IRUJHG�WHVW�UH-
VXOWV�WR�JDLQ�WLPH�RQ�VWDQGDUGL]HG�
WHVWV�� &KRDWH� FKRRVHV� WR� IROORZ�
WKH� &ROOHJH� %RDUG¶V� JXLGHOLQHV�
EHFDXVH�PDQ\�RI�LWV�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�
UHFHLYH� DFFRPPRGDWLRQV� VHHN�
VLPLODU� DFFRPPRGDWLRQV� RQ� WKH�
%RDUG¶V� VWDQGDUGL]HG� WHVWV�� 7KH�
6FKRRO� IHHOV� LW� VHQVLEOH� WR� DYRLG�
GXHOLQJ�VHWV�RI�FULWHULD�

6WLOO�� KRZ� FDQ� ,� QRW� ZLVK� WKDW�
WKLV�SURFHVV�ZHUHQ¶W�VR�RQHURXV�RU�
FRVWO\"� +RZHYHU� XQZLWWLQJO\�� WKH�
&ROOHJH�%RDUG¶V�JXLGHOLQHV�KXUW�VWX-
GHQWV�ZKR�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WKH�UHVRXUF-
HV�� RU� WLPH�� WR� FRPSOHWH�ZKDW� FDQ�
EH� EXUGHQVRPH� WHVWLQJ�� HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�RQ�WRS�RI�PHGLFDWLRQ�
DQG�WKHUDS\�

,�NQRZ�WKDW�&KRDWH¶V�&RPPLW-
WHH� RQ� 6SHFLDO� $FFRPPRGDWLRQV�
LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�HQVXULQJ�WKDW�DOO�
VWXGHQWV�KDYH� DQ� HTXDO� RSSRUWX-
QLW\�WR�OHDUQ��DQG�WKDW�WKH�+HDOWK�
&HQWHU� ZLOO� DOZD\V� VXSSRUW� VWX-
GHQWV� IDFLQJ� PHQWDO� FKDOOHQJHV��
DQG�\HW�LW�IHHOV�WLPH�WR�VWUHDPOLQH�
WKH� HGXFDWLRQDO� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�
SROLF\�� &KRDWH� VKRXOG� FRQVLGHU�
KRZ� LW� FDQ� PDNH� WKH� SURFHVV� RI�
GRFXPHQWLQJ� DQG� DSSURYLQJ� WKH�
QHHG� IRU� DFDGHPLF� DFFRPPRGD-
WLRQV�IDVWHU�DQG�PRUH�D̆RUGDEOH�

:H¶YH�DOO�KHDUG� WKH� VD\-
LQJ�� LW¶V� QRW� ZKDW¶V�
RQ� WKH� RXWVLGH� WKDW�

FRXQWV��EXW�ZKDW¶V�RQ� WKH� LQVLGH��
1HYHU� KDV� WKLV� VWDWHPHQW� EHHQ�
PRUH� WUXH� WKDQ� ZLWK� 6SHQFHU�
+RXVH��WKH�EHVW�GRUP�RQ�FDPSXV�

,V� LW� WRR� REYLRXV� WR� VD\� WKDW�
6SHQFHU�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�UHSXWDWLRQ�
DV�RQH�RI�WKH�QLFHU�GRUPLWRULHV�RQ�
FDPSXV"�2ULJLQDOO\�EXLOW�DV�D�WHP-
SRUDU\�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�LQ�������LW�ODFNV�
FHUWDLQ� PRGHUQ� DPHQLWLHV� WKDW�
PDNH� IRU� JUDFLRXV� FDPSXV� OLYLQJ��
:KHQ�VHOHFWLQJ�GRUPLWRULHV�IRU�WKH�
\HDUO\� KRXVLQJ� ORWWHU\�� VWXGHQWV�
ZLOO� SXW� GRZQ� DOO� NLQGV� RI� GRUPV�
WR�DYRLG�JHWWLQJ�SODFHG�LQ�6SHQFHU�
�/RJDQ� 0XQURH"� $WZDWHU"� 5HDO-
O\"��� 8S� XQWLO� WKLV� \HDU�� *ROG�.H\�
WRXUV�KDYH�HYHQ�EHHQ�WROG�WR�DYRLG�
6SHQFHU� DW� DOO� FRVWV�²�Oh, they’ll 
miss seeing half the campus? As 
long as they don’t discover that 
students actually live in Spencer. 

$OWKRXJK� 6SHQFHU� LV� ORRNHG�
GRZQ�XSRQ�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VWX-
GHQWV�RQ�FDPSXV��WKH�GRUP�KDV�D�
GLVWLQFW�DXUD�²�RQH�WKDW�LV�DSSUH-
FLDWHG�E\�LWV�LQKDELWDQWV��2YHU�WKH�
FRXUVH�RI�LWV����\HDUV�RQ�FDPSXV��
6SHQFHU� KDV� WUDQVIRUPHG� IURP�D�
RQFH�RYHUORRNHG�GRUP�LQWR�D�EDV-
WLRQ�RI�IULHQGVKLS�DQG�DXVSLFLRXV�
OLYLQJ�� :KDW� ZH� ²� ,� DQG� P\� ���
GRUP�PDWHV�²�ODFN�LQ�DFFHVVRULHV��
ZH� PDNH� XS� IRU� ZLWK� KHDUW� DQG�
FDPDUDGHULH�� $OORZ� PH� WR� VKDUH�
ZLWK�\RX�VRPH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�WKLQJV�
DERXW�6SHQFHU�

7KH� ILUVW� DPD]LQJ� WKLQJ�
DERXW� 6SHQFHU� LV� LWV� GHVLJQ��
SHUIHFW�IRU�IRVWHULQJ�FRPPXQL-
W\� EXLOGLQJ� DQG� FRQYHUVDWLRQ��
7KH�EXLOGLQJ�OD\RXW�LV�V\PPHW-

ULFDO��ZLWK� WKH� FRPPRQ� URRPV�
SODFHG� GLUHFWO\� LQ� WKH� PLGGOH�
RI� WKH� GRUPLWRU\�� VR� \RX� FDQ¶W�
JR�WR�\RXU�URRP�ZLWKRXW�EHLQJ�
VXFNHG� LQWR�ZKDWHYHU�PD\KHP�
LV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKRVH�VSDFHV��7KH�
ODFN�RI�VRXQGSURRILQJ�DOVR�FRQ-
WULEXWHV� WR� WKH�FRPPXQLW\� IHHO�
²�HYHQ�LI�\RX¶YH�ORFNHG�\RXUVHOI�
LQ� \RXU� URRP� DQG� DUH� VLPSO\�
WU\LQJ�WR�KDYH�D�UHOD[LQJ�QLJKW��
\RX� VWLOO� JHW� WR� �RU� DUH� IRUFHG�
WR�� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� WKH� FRQYHU-
VDWLRQ�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKH�FRPPRQ�
URRP��-XVW� DVN� UHVLGHQW� DGYLV-
HUV�0U��&KDUOLH�)XHQWHV�RU�0U��
3DW� *XHODNLV�� DQG� \RX� ZLOO� EH�
VXUH�WR�KHDU�DERXW�WKH�IUHTXHQW�
GHHS� DQG� WKRXJKW�SURYRNLQJ�
FRQYHUVDWLRQV� WKDW� FRQWLQXH�
XQWLO������D�P�

7KH� VHFRQG� UHDVRQ� 6SHQFHU�
LV� VXFK� D� ZRQGHUIXO� GRUP� LV� WKH�
XQLTXH� GHVLJQ� RI� WKH� ZLQGRZV��
:KLOH� LQ�PDQ\� RWKHU� GRUPV�� \RX�

FDQ� H[SHFW� D� SULVRQ� FHOO� ZLQGRZ�
²�RQO\�JHWWLQJ�D�VPDOO�DPRXQW�RI�
QDWXUDO�OLJKW�²�6SHQFHU¶V�ZLQGRZV�
WDNH�XS�KDOI�WKH�ZDOO��HQVXULQJ�WKDW�
\RX�KDYH�OHVV�VSDFH�IRU�GHFRUDWLRQ�
�VDYLQJ�PRQH\��� DQG�PRUH� VSDFH�
IRU� VXQOLJKW�� ,W� DOVR� HQVXUHV� WKDW�
\RX�QHYHU�PLVV�RXW�RQ�WKH�SLHUFLQJ�
JODUH� RI� DQ\RQH� ZDONLQJ� E\� \RXU�
GRUP��:KR�GRHVQ¶W�ORYH�SHRSOH�DW-
WHQWLYHO\�ZDWFKLQJ�WKHP�DV�WKH\�GR�
WKHLU�KRPHZRUN"

6SHQFHU¶V� ORFDWLRQ� LV� DQRWK-
HU� PDMRU� EHQH¿W� RI� WKH� GRUP��
:KLOH�RWKHU�GRUPV�DUH� VLWXDWHG�
FORVH� WR� LPSRUWDQW� EXLOGLQJV��
6SHQFHU� LV� FRQYHQLHQWO\� ORFDW-
HG� IDU� IURP� HYHU\WKLQJ�� :DQW�
WR�JR�WR�WKH�:-$&"�1RW�D�SURE-
OHP�²� LI� \RX¶UH� ZLOOLQJ� WR� ZDON�
��� PLQXWHV�� 7KH� +XPDQLWLHV�
EXLOGLQJ"�0LJKW� DV� ZHOO� FDOO� DQ�
8EHU�� 6R�� ZK\� ZRXOG� \RX� OLYH�
LQ� +LOO� +RXVH�� ZKHUH� WKH� RQO\�
WKLQJV�\RX�FDQ�HDVLO\�DFFHVV�DUH�

WKH� GLQLQJ� KDOO�� WKH� 7XFN� 6KRS��
VWXG\� URRPV�� JDPH� URRPV�� DQG�
DFDGHPLF� EXLOGLQJV�� ZKHQ� \RX�
FDQ� OLYH� LQ� 6SHQFHU� DQG� KDYH�
TXLFN� DQG� HDV\� DFFHVV� WR� WKH�
HPSW\�� DQG� P\VWHULRXV�� IRUPHU�
6WXGHQW�$FWLYLWLHV�&HQWHU"

6R�� HQRXJK� ZLWK� WKH� VODQGHU�
RI� 6SHQFHU�� 6WDUW� WR� HPEUDFH� WKH�
XQLTXH� JLIWV� WKDW� WKH� GRUP�KDV� WR�
R̆HU��3XW�LW�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�\RXU�GRUP�
ORWWHU\�WLFNHW��&RPH�DQG�YLVLW�HYHU\�
RQFH�LQ�D�ZKLOH��1H[W�WLPH�VRPHRQH�
WHOOV�\RX�WKH\�OLYH�LQ�6SHQFHU��GRQ¶W�
R̆HU�\RXU�FRQGROHQFHV�²�FRQJUDW-
XODWH�WKHP�RQ�WKHLU�OLYLQJ�VSDFH�¿W�
IRU� D� NLQJ��$QG� VWDUW� SURXGO\� WHOO-
LQJ�SURVSHFWLYH�IDPLOLHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�
DSSURDFK� WKH� GLQJ\�� ER[�VKDSHG�
GRUP�� ³7KLV� LV� 6SHQFHU�� WKH� EHVW�
GRUP�RQ�FDPSXV�´
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Spencer House: The Dorm Fit for a King
By Michael Korvyakov ’23

Associate Editor

An Ode to the Freshman 
Section of the Dining Hall

+XQJHU� KLWV� PH� WKH�
VWURQJHVW� DIWHU� VZLP�
SUDFWLFH�� EXW� D� FORVH�

VHFRQG� LV� DQ\WLPH� P\� EUDLQ�
LV� ZRUNLQJ� ²� ZKLOH� VWXG\LQJ��
FDOFXODWLQJ� WKH� ODWHVW� SRVVL-
EOH� WLPH� ,� FDQ� JHW� XS� IRU� FODVV�
ZLWKRXW�DUULYLQJ�ODWH��RU�WKLQN-
LQJ� DERXW� KRZ� ORQJ� D� VSLGHU�
ZHE�KDV�EHHQ�VLWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�WRS�
OHGJH� RI� P\� ZLQGRZ�� ,Q� RWKHU�
ZRUGV��DOZD\V��

3HUKDSV� WKLV� LV� ZKDW� LQL-
WLDOO\�GUHZ�PH�WR�VSHQGLQJ�P\�
IUHVKPDQ� \HDU� IUHH� SHULRGV� LQ�
WKH�GLQLQJ�KDOO��7KH�LGHD�RI�WKH�
ZDUP��FULVS\�WRDVWHG�ERWWRP�RI�
DQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�EDJHO�VPRWKHUHG�
LQ� ZKLSSHG� FUHDP� FKHHVH� ZDV�
FRQVWDQWO\� WHPSWLQJ�PH�� 1RZ��
LQ� P\� MXQLRU� \HDU�� ,� VWLOO� ILQG�
P\VHOI�UHWXUQLQJ�WLPH�DQG�WLPH�
DJDLQ� WR� WKH� VHDWV� LQ� WKH� EDFN�
RI� WKH� IUHVKPHQ� VHFWLRQ�� 7KH\�
DUH��LQ�P\�KXPEOH�RSLQLRQ��XQ-
ULYDOHG�DV�WKH�EHVW�VHDWV� LQ�WKH�
GLQLQJ�KDOO��

2QH� RI� P\� IDYRULWH� TXRWHV�
IURP�The Lion King� LV� ³(YHU\-
WKLQJ� WKH� OLJKW� WRXFKHV� LV� RXU�
NLQJGRP�´� ,Q� WKH� EDFN� RI� WKH�

IUHVKPHQ� VHFWLRQ�� ,� IHHO� OLNH�
6LPED�� D� OLWWOH� OLRQ� FXE� IRUFHG�
WR� IHQG� IRU� LWVHOI� DIWHU� EHLQJ�
DEDQGRQHG� LQ� :DOOLQJIRUG��
&RQQHFWLFXW�� WZR� DQG� D� KDOI�
\HDUV� DJR�� <RX� FDQ� VHH� HYHU\-
RQH�²� \RXU�PDWK� WHDFKHU�ZKR�
MXVW� ZDONHG� RXW� ZLWK� WKHLU� WR�
JR� ER[� LQ� KDQG�� \RXU� IULHQG�
REVHVVLYHO\� VFUROOLQJ� WKURXJK�
7LN7RN�� RU� \RXU� FODVVPDWH�
VFUDPEOLQJ� WR� ILQLVK� DQ� HVVD\�
GXH�QH[W�EORFN�²�D�SHUIHFW� OR-
FDWLRQ� WR� DYRLG� VQHDN� DWWDFNV�
RU� XQZDQWHG� DZNZDUG� VPDOO�
WDON�� 7KHQ� DJDLQ�� LI� ,� ZDQW� WR�
VRFLDOL]H�� ,¶OO� MXVW�ZDON� RYHU� WR�
P\� IULHQGV��RU��P\�SUHIHUHQFH��
WH[W�SHRSOH�WR�FRPH�WR�PH��6HH"�
7KH�GLQLQJ�KDOO�LV�P\�NLQJGRP��

:LWK� P\� FRPSXWHU� RSHQ��
VLWWLQJ�LQ�D�KRUULILFDOO\�VORXFKHG�
SRVWXUH�� ,� SOXJ�P\� HDUEXGV� LQ�
DQG��ERRP�� LW¶V�P\�PDLQ�FKDU-
DFWHU� PRPHQW�� 7KRXJK�� QRZ�
WKDW�,�WKLQN�RI�LW��SHUKDSV�,�IHHO�
FRRO�RQO\�EHFDXVH�,�LGROL]HG�WKH�
XSSHUFODVVPHQ� ZKR� VDW� LQ� WKH�
IUHVKPDQ�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�GLQLQJ�
KDOO�ZKHQ� ,�ZDV� D� IUHVKPDQ�� ,�
GRQ¶W� WKLQN� DQ\RQH� UHDOO\� QR-
WLFHV�P\�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�IUHVK-
PHQ� VHFWLRQ�� ,� JXHVV� WKHUH¶V�
SHDFH�LQ�DQRQ\PLW\�

:KHWKHU� ,¶P�JHQXLQHO\�GR-
LQJ�ZRUN�RU� MXVW�SUHWHQGLQJ� WR�
�OLNHO\� WKH� ODWWHU��� ,� ORYH� WKH�
TXLHW� FKDRV� RI� WKH� IUHVKPHQ�
VHFWLRQ��(YHQ�ZKHQ�,�FDQ�EDUHO\�
NHHS�P\� H\HV� RSHQ� IURP� VOHHS�
GHSULYDWLRQ��WKH�IUHVKPHQ�KDYH�
D� VHQVH� RI� URZGLQHVV�� EXW� DOVR�
D�UHIUHVKLQJ�HQHUJ\�DQG�H[FLWH-
PHQW��,�QHHG�VRPH�RI�WKDW�RQ�D�
0RQGD\�DIWHUQRRQ�DV� ,� VLW�DQG�
ORRN�DKHDG�DW�P\�KHFWLF�VFKHG-
XOH�IRU�WKH�ZHHN�

)RU� PH�� WKH� IUHVKPHQ� VHF-
WLRQ�KROGV�WKRVH�FXWH��ZDUP�DQG�
IX]]\�PHPRULHV�²�PDQ\�RI�P\�
³ILUVWV´�DW�&KRDWH��0\�ILUVW�\HDU��
)LUVW� GLQLQJ� KDOO� FODVV�� )LUVW�
&KRDWH�RPHOHW��)LUVW� WHDP�GLQ-
QHU��)LUVW�:KLPVJLYLQJ��'XULQJ�
IUHH� SHULRGV� ZKHQ� ,� VLW� WKHUH�
DORQH��WKH�DLU�IHHOV�IDPLOLDU�DQG�
FRPIRUWLQJ�� 0D\EH� WKDW¶V� ZK\�
,� ORYH� LW� VR�PXFK��:KHQ�HYHU\-
WKLQJ� HOVH� LV� VSHHGLQJ� IRUZDUG��
WKH� IUHVKPHQ� VHFWLRQ� LV� DOZD\V�
WKHUH� DQG� WKH� VDPH�� ,� FDQ� JR�
EDFN��VHDUFK�XS�D�<RX7XEH�YLG-
HR��DQG�DOORZ�P\VHOI�WR�IHHO�OLNH�
D�IUHVKPDQ�DJDLQ�
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The Deadly Effects of Desensitizing Drug Use in the Media

While Covid-19 relat-
ed deaths dominated 
headlines in 2020, fen-

tanyl, a synthetic opioid, is taking 
more lives than ever before, yet 
has received much less coverage. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), in 2021, more people 
aged 18-45 in the United States 
died from fentanyl overdoses 
than from Covid-19, suicide, 
and car accidents combined. 
The number totals around 
79,000 Americans. What’s even 
more concerning is that a large 
concentration of these deaths 
are are composed of a young-
er demographic. According to 
an analysis of California state 
data by The Guardian, fentanyl 
deaths were rare just five years 
ago, but now, a person un-
der the age of 24 overdoses on 
the opioid every 12 hours — a 
1,000% increase from 2018. 

The current fentanyl cri-
sis is tied to a larger issue — an 
ongoing opioid epidemic. In re-
sponse, major pharmaceutical 
companies have tightened their 
grip on prescription pill regu-
lations following legal pursuits, 
making these pills less preva-
lent on the black market. The 
synthetic opioid was previously 
popular because it is up to 100 
times more potent than heroin 
and a lot cheaper. Furthermore, 
the substance  can be mixed with 
traditional street drugs such as 
heroin, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, and marijuana, and also 
can be cut into millions of pills 
that mimic traditional phar-
maceuticals. The danger of the 
FDPRXÀDJHG� IHQWDQ\O� OLHV� LQ� LWV�
potency: consumed correctly, it 
can give users the sensation of 
euphoria and relieve extreme 

pain; consumed incorrectly, an 
amount the size of three grains 
of sand can be fatal. In addition, 
the opioid itself is easy to attain 
compared to other drugs, as it 
can be made in illegal labs that 
are directly available to dealers. 
This gives sellers an irrefutable 
RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU�SUR¿W��ZKLFK�� WR�
them, outweighs the deadly cost.

What has encouraged the 
recent rise in the consumption 
of fentanyl and other substanc-
es among the younger demo-
graphic? Whether it’s attempt-
ing to seem “cool” or “edgy” or 
to showcase the detrimental 
effects of drug usage, the me-
dia marketed toward teens, 

such as popular shows includ-
ing “Euphoria,” “Shameless,” 
“Skins,” and countless others, 
have begun exhibiting a more 
prevalent theme of romanticiz-
ing drugs use in their content. 

In “Euphoria,” the main 
character, Rue, is close friends 
with a drug dealer, Fezco. One 
of Fez’s friends offers a portion 
of fentanyl served on the tip 
of a blade. Rue consumes the 
substance, fading into oblivi-
on and murmuring about how 
happy she is. Fez immediately 
goes to grab Narcan, a drug 
that prevents opioid overdoses 
from becoming fatal. Although 
the showrunners of Euphoria 

claim the vivid depiction of the 
effects of drugs are instilled 
in order to desensitize users 
to the detrimental impact of 
drugs, portraying drugs as a 
trend sends the wrong message 
to young viewers. For teen-
agers who may not be able to 
grasp the intended meaning 
behind the show, the content 
could prove detrimental.

The impact of media on 
drug usage doesn’t stop in pop-
ular fiction. It is commonplace 
among social media influenc-
ers and celebrities as well, who 
are supposed to be seen as role 
models to their younger audi-
ence. Whether it is a one-liner 

in their most popular album or 
a social-media post depiciting 
themselves consuming sub-
stances, the casual exposure 
has the same detrimental in-
fluence. Social media is also a 
way for sellers to reach a wider 
customer base than on streets 
and alleyways. They are able to 
advertise their pills to vulnera-
ble social media users — most 
of whom are teenagers — and 
sell their pills in a more effi-
cient manner. This is where the 
danger lies. Only a number of 
people who overdosed on fen-
tanyl actually knew what they 
were consuming. Most thought 
it was Percocet or Xanax, un-

aware that the pill in their hand 
was a dose fatal enough to kill 
four adult men.

The opioid crisis has been 
ongoing for decades. While 
FRPSOHWHO\� FXWWLQJ� R̆� GUXJV�
from the source does not seem 
like a practical short-run solu-
tion, censoring what young 
people are able to consume via 
media is viable. Jennifer Park 
Stout, vice-president of global 
public policy at the social me-
dia platform Snapchat, said in 
an October Senate hearing that 
Snapchat was “absolutely de-
termined to remove all drug 
dealers” from its site. “What is 
happening on our platforms — 
and all across social media and 
technology platforms — is that 
\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VX̆HULQJ�
from mental health and stress 
induced by the pandemic ... are 
reaching for substances, often-
times pills and opioids,” she 
said. “But these substances are 
laced with fentanyl, enough fen-
tanyl to kill them.” 

In order to keep the next 
generation safe, it is important 
for people in control — whether 
it be the CEOs of internet com-
panies, influencers, celebrities, 
or show runners — to thor-
oughly consider what media 
content they want to expose to 
young audiences and how these 
audiences are consuming it. It 
is especially important for the 
government to tighten the rein 
on highly toxic and addictive 
substances like fentanyl by en-
forcing strong regulations. Oth-
erwise, the inconspicuous pro-
duction and distribution will 
continue, and the already high 
numbers of deaths from over-
doses will continue to climb. 

By Sabrina Wang ’23
Associate Editor

WH AT CHILE’S AMENDED 
CONSTITUTION MEANS FOR THE U.S.

Chile, one of the world’s larg-
est suppliers of natural re-
sources, has been faced with 

public opposition due to its contri-
bution to pollution and climate 
change. In response, the nation has 
appointed 155 Chileans to rewrite 
its Constitution to address the 
“climate and ecological emergen-
cy” caused by the abrupt growth 
of the lithium mining industry. By 
doing so, Chile has set a precedent 
of altering national policy in re-
sponse to a crisis that endangers 
the well-being of its people. One 
hopes that this action will motivate 
U.S. lawmakers to modernize the 
American Constitution. 

Thanks to its abundant sup-
ply of natural resources, Chile was 
able to establish itself as one of the 
most prosperous nations in South 
America. To maximize its margin 
RI� SUR¿W�� &KLOH� IRFXVHV� RQ� WKH� UH-
sources with the highest demand 
DQG� SURGXFHV� WKHP� ḢFLHQWO\��
Lithium, a component of batter-
ies, has recently received a surge 
of interest as the world continues 
WR�¿QG�HFR�IULHQGO\�DOWHUQDWLYHV� WR�
fossil fuels. In response, the Chil-
HDQ� PLQLQJ� LQGXVWU\� KDV� VLJQL¿-
cantly bolstered its production of 
lithium. While lithium has helped 

Chile maintain its opulence and 
expedite the process of developing 
green technology, the mining in-
dustry has severe environmental 
and ecological impacts. Companies 
must extract great amounts of un-
derground saltwater to excavate 
enough lithium, a process that has 
been traced to hotter temperatures, 
harsher storms, and dryer soil. In 
addition, lithium mines have disre-
garded the wellbeing of the Indige-
nous communities of Chile.

Following the public outrage 
over the mining industry’s toll on 
the environment and well-being 
of citizens, newly-elected presi-
dent Gabriel Boric promises for 
drastic, progressive changes. Bo-
ric aims to unravel the extreme 
economic model Chile created 
during its dictatorship through 
decentralization: the implemen-
tation of a welfare state, the ex-
pansion of the social safety net, 
the increase of royalties related to 
the mining industry, and the revi-
sion of the Chilean Constitution.

Chile’s response to environ-
mental concerns demonstrates that 
other nations must update their 
laws to combat modern problems. 
In the United States, it has become 
LQFUHDVLQJO\�GL̇FXOW�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�
current environmental crisis.

Despite creating a multitude of 
policies to ensure the maintenance 

of a clean, safe environment, the 
United States has shown that it 
is unable to uphold these policies 
without the assistance of a con-
stitutional amendment. The lack 
of amendments that address the 
HFRORJLFDO�H̆HFWV�RI�WKH�UDSLGO\�DG-
vancing manufacturing industry 
will only exacerbate the climate 
crisis. To make matters worse, the 
Trump Administration orchestrat-
ed more than a hundred rollbacks 
of environmental policies, includ-
ing withdrawing the United States 
from the Paris Agreement and se-
verely weakening the restriction 
on greenhouse gasses.

,QÀXHQFHG�E\� ODWH�VWDJH� FDSL-
talism and political corruption, the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDV�EHHQ�LQḢFLHQW�
in its methods of dealing with the 
intense damage done to the envi-
URQPHQW�� 7R� H̆HFWLYHO\� FRPEDW�
the deterioration of the environ-
ment, it is essential for the United 
States to pass more amendments, 
in turn securing environmental 
prosperity and the health of its 
people. It is important for the U.S. 
to maintain its core ideals, but it 
should also follow Chile’s lead and 
amend its constitution to solve the 
concerns of the modern world.

Protestors in Chile gathered to call for “constitutional assembly for more democracy.” 
Photo courtesy of Al Jazeera

By Stanley Cho ’25
Opinions Writer

West Virginia v. EPA May Become 
Climate Change Disaster

Established almost six years 
ago under the Obama Ad-
ministration, the Clean 

Power Plan (CPP) was arguably 
the administration’s boldest move 
against anthropogenic climate 
change. The plan sets guidelines 
for each state to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions from the na-
tion’s power plants by installing 
PRUH� ḢFLHQW� FRDO�EXUQLQJ� V\V-
tems and making an overall shift 
toward cleaner, renewable meth-
ods of generating electricity. At 
the base of the Clean Power Plan 
is the Clean Power Act, which al-
lows the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) to determine 
the “best system of emission re-
duction” for each pollutant. 

However, the CPP is facing 
its biggest challenge yet. Next 
month, the Supreme Court will 
hear arguments in West Virgin-
ia v. EPA, which, though rela-
tively unknown outside of legal 
circles, will have serious rami-
fications should the EPA lose. 
The EPA’s job is to study chang-
ing technology, determine 
whether a breakthrough techn-
lology should be adopted, and 
issue orders for power power 
plants to implement that tech-
nology through binding regula-
tions. Thus, by losing this case, 
the EPA would lose much of its 
power to fight climate change 
and Congress’s ability to pro-
tect the environment would be 
severely inhibited. An environ-
mental issue with implications 
this profound should not fall 
under the jurisdiction of nine 
justices; rather, qualified insti-
tutions like the EPA should be 
determine the course of action. 

At the heart of this case is a 
FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ� D� SROLF\� FKDP-
pioned by the Obama Adminis-
tration and one by the Trump Ad-
ministration. During the Trump 
Administration, the EPA replaced 
WKH�&33�ZLWK�WKH�$̆RUGDEOH�&OHDQ�

Energy (ACE) act. This act urged 
coal-powered plants to install 
new equipment to increase their 
ḢFLHQF\�� DQ� DSSURDFK� WKDW� UH-
searchers concluded would have 
increased overall carbon dioxide 
emissions. Eventually, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Cir-
cuit struck down the ACE, stating 
that it was based “on a mistaken 
reading of the Clean Air Act.” 

The Clean Air Act relies on a 
VWUXFWXUH� RI� JRYHUQDQFH� LQ� H̆HFW�
throughout the federal legal sys-
tem. Congress advances a broad 
policy — in this case, power plants 
that must use the “best system of 
emission reduction”— then del-
egates the task of implementing 
this policy to the EPA. Many other 

federal laws rely on this structure. 
7KH�$̆RUGDEOH� &DUH� $FW�� IRU� H[-
ample, mandates that health in-
surers provide certain treatments 
for free, such as birth control, 
vaccinations, and cancer screens, 
and delegates the task of deter-
mining which treatments belong 
in this category to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices. This type of system is ideal 
for several reasons. Delegating 
power to agencies ensures that 
decisions are made by profession-
als. This also protects important 
decisions from political interfer-
ence. For example, the decision 
of whether or not to implement a 
QHZ�GUXJ�PD\�EHFRPH�LQÀXHQFHG�
by personal biases when lawmak-
ers want the manufacturers to be 

in their home state, whereas the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) aims to be impartial. 

Unfortunately, a majority of 
the Supreme Court is opposed 
to the idea that federal agencies 
should be allowed to set poli-
FLHV�� $W� OHDVW� ¿YH� MXVWLFHV� KDYH�
indicated they want to revive a 
constitutional doctrine named 
“nondelegation,” which states 
that the Constitution limits Con-
gress’s ability to delegate pow-
er to federal agencies. The Su-
preme Court doctrine has cited 
the doctrine only once, in 1935, 
to strike down New Deal poli-
cies that would have given Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt vast 
amounts of power. The nonde-
legation doctrine has remained 
dormant ever since. However, 
during the Obama Administra-
tion, the Supreme Court’s right 
ÀDQN�EHJDQ�WR�DGYRFDWH� IRU� OLP-
its on federal agencies’ authority. 
This approach could have pro-
found implications for West Vir-
ginia v. EPA, as Congress might 
not have the power to delegate 
tasks to the EPA. 

Congress has not passed a 
significant piece of environ-
mental legislation since 1990. 
A nondelegation doctrine, es-
pecially for a case as significant 
as the West Virginia v. EPA 
case, could potentially endan-
ger the planet’s future. Should 
the EPA lose this challenge, 
the Biden Administration and 
Congress’s abilities to imple-
ment effective environmental 
changes would be seriously 
hampered. With our current 
emissions continuing to climb 
and countries across the world 
still failing to meet the COP 26 
goals of global net-zero emis-
sions by mid-21st-century, this 
case is essential to the global 
fight against climate change 
and the future of our home. 

By Tyler Kuo ’23
Sta! Writer

Sabrina Wang is a fi!h-former 
from Princeton, NJ. She may be 

reached at swang23@choate.edu

Tyler Kuo is a fi!h-former from 
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at tkuo23@choate.edu

Stanley Cho is a third-former 
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$UFKEROG� JLYHV� R̆� JRRG�
vibes. This English class is vibey. 
Those two vibe as best friends. In 
the daily conversations of Cho-
ate students, the word “vibe” is 
dropped casually as a noun, an 
adjective, and even a verb. 

Recently, in The New Yorker, 
WKH� ZULWHU� .\OH� &KD\ND� GH¿QHG�
“vibe” as a “placeholder for an un-
placeable feeling or impression, 
an atmosphere that you couldn’t 
or didn’t want to put into words.” 
Thanks to social media, “vibe” has 
become a ubiquitous slang — a lin-
guistic phenomenon that encapsu-
lates Gen-Z energy, or vibe, if you 
will. In a year in which nothing 
was normal yet everything seemed 
to be normalized, no single sen-
tence can capture this year’s many 
discrete moments. So, inspired by 
Chayka’s work, here is an attempt 
at capturing, on paper, some of 
&KRDWH¶V� LQH̆DEOH� IHHOLQJV� ²� LWV�
vibes — of 2021.

“Resisting the Urge to 
Shake Hands on Gold Key 
Tours” Vibes

Choate life has, in many ways, 
begun to feel a little more normal, 
especially given the arrival of out-
side visitors. Yet, as Gold Key tour 
guides take tours around the re-
vitalized campus, the prohibition 
of handshaking widens the inter-
personal distance. Safety precau-
tions precede social courtesies, we 
repeat the mantra in our heads. 

7KH�ÀXVWHUHG�UHWULHYDO�RI�D�KDOI�H[-
tended hand is yet another remind-
HU�RI�RXU�XQIXO¿OOHG�GHVLUH� IRU� WKH�
post-pandemic connection. 

“Singing in Front of the 
Bathroom Mirror Alone at 2 
a.m.” Vibes

Solo karaoke in the dorm at 2 
a.m. is perhaps the� GH¿QLWLRQ� RI�
vibe in its verbal form. After being 
in isolation for so long, our sur-
vival mechanism seemed to have 
¿JXUHG� RXW� WKH� DSSHDO� RI� EHLQJ�
alone. After the building has fall-
en asleep, belting out “Heartbreak 
Anniversary” in front of the bath-
room mirror turns into a guilty 
SOHDVXUH�� D� GH¿DQFH� RI� VRFLHW\¶V�
decree that a party must consist of 
more than two. For a moment, no 
inhibition looms over your mind 
²�WKHUH¶V�RQO\�\RX�DQG�\RXU�UHÀHF-
tion vibing into the night. 

“A Rapidly Depleting 
Greek Alphabet” Vibes

An unusual symptom of 
Covid-19 is the depletion of the 
Greek alphabet. From Alpha to 
Omicron, we have already gone 
more than halfway through the 
alphabet by naming the additions 
to the Covid-19 family — the new 
variants. As Omicron put a halt 
on our post-vaccine freedom after 
winter break, we are now strung up 
with the uneasy vibes of a tightrope 
walker, fearing a fall at any mo-
ment. What happens when all the 
letters are exhausted? Our antici-
pation for the linguistic creativity of 
VFLHQWLVWV�LV�MXVW�DQRWKHU�H[SUHVVLRQ�
of our subdued hope.

“All Too Well (Ten Minute 
Version) (Taylor’s Version) 
(From The Vault)” Vibes

A centerpiece of Choate’s 
Red (Taylor’s Version) listen-
ing party in November, this loft-
LO\� WLWOHG� VRQJ� LV� IXOO�FRQWH[W��
full-disclosure, full-emotions — 
just like the year 2021. The soft-
rock ballad recounts a particular 
heart-wrenching relationship 
circa 2012, the year of its original 
recording — but now, this ache 
can also be found in the bonds 
broken and barriers bolstered by 
WKH�SDQGHPLF��7KH�H[WHQGHG�FXW¶V�
unapologetic sprawl speaks to our 
2021 vision of pain. As the song’s 
guitar fades out, Taylor Swift’s 
mellow voice lingers: “Sacred 
prayer, I was there, I was there / 
It was rare, you remember it all 
too well.” Yes, yes we do. 

“Everything” Vibes
In the Internet Age, 

everything refers to something 
so precious that it’s all one could 
ask for. This mocha frappe from 
Lanphier is everything. The 
recital last week was everything. 
Faculty dogs are everything. This 
omnipresent shortcut, just like 
the word “vibe,” gets dropped 
in our daily lives like packets of 
syntactic sugar. That romanticism 
LQ� RXU� ODQJXDJH� UHÀHFWV� WKH� ZD\�
we humans placate ourselves 
even amid the harsh reality of the 
outside world.

By Yoyo Zhang ’24
Associate Editor

Yoyo Zhang may be reached 
at yozhang24@choate.edu
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2021: A Y E AR OF V IBES Mr. Proulx Rewrites the Math Test

(YHU\�&KRDWH�VWXGHQW�KDV�H[-
perienced the drumming of pen-
cils on paper while the 70 minutes 
that comprises a math test ticks 
by. But, what if there was another 
way for students to be assessed in 
their math class?

That’s the question Mr. Dan 
3URXO[�� FXUUHQWO\� DQ� +RQRUV� $O-
gebra II and Honors Precalculus 
teacher, has set out to answer. 
Soon after he arrived at Choate 
LQ� ������0U�� 3URXO[� EHJDQ� WR� XVH�
collaborative problem sets, some-
times known as “take-home tests,” 
in place of traditional in-class tests 
in his math classes. 

0U�� 3URXO[� ¿UVW� LPSOHPHQWHG�
problem sets as a testing strategy in 
his linear algebra and modern math 
classes. He said, “My view was that 
I should start preparing them for 
FROOHJH�����,Q�P\�FROOHJH�H[SHULHQFH��
I had more problem sets and more 
collaborative learning.” The logical 
FRQFOXVLRQ��KH�H[SODLQHG��ZDV�WR�DV-
sess his students, who were already 
learning college-level math, using 
problem sets, too.

7KH� SUREOHP� VHWV�� VLQFH� H[-
panded to his algebra and precal-
culus classes, cover the same con-
tent that an ordinary test would, 
but students have around a week 
to complete them. However, in 

H[FKDQJH� IRU� WKH� H[WUD� WLPH�� WKH�
questions are far more conceptual 
and lack obvious answers.

The hallmark of the problem 
sets, of course, is the fact that 
students are encouraged to work 
through the problems together; 
in addition to their classmates, 
students can also work with stu-
dents from other sections or even 
those in higher-level math class-
es. Additionally, the problem sets 
are completely open-note. The 
caveat? Students must “cite their 
sources,” by denoting by name 
when another student came up 
ZLWK�D�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�¿QDO�VROXWLRQ�

Lauren Hsu ’24, a student in 
0U�� 3URXO[¶V� +RQRUV� $OJHEUD� ,,�
class, said, “I think problem sets 
allow students to focus on learning 
the material instead of worrying 
about their grades. The great thing 
about problem sets is that you learn 
a lot while you’re doing them.”

Some students also note that 
SUREOHP� VHWV� IRVWHU� D� GL̆HUHQW�
kind of learning. “I think I learn 
better short-term for tests, but 
for my long-term memory, prob-
lem sets are better,” said Nathan 
Lang ’22, a student in Dr. Jessi-
ca Pfeil’s multivariable calculus 
class — another that has adopted 
the problem-set method.

+RZHYHU�� 0U�� 3URXO[� KDVQ¶W�
completely thrown traditional 
tests out the window. When he 

teaches his algebra and precalcu-
lus classes, he uses problem sets 
in tandem with timed testing. 
When planning those classes, “If 
I think about what I’m trying to 
prepare you for, it’s future years 
and also standardized testing. 
There’s value in doing the timed, 
sit-down-take-a-test thing, so you 
get practice knowing what that 
IHHOV� OLNH�´� VDLG� 0U�� 3URXO[�� 2Q�
the other hand, upper-level math 
classes like multivariable calculus 
H[FOXVLYHO\�XVH�SUREOHP�VHWV�

Regarding whether problem 
VHWV�PLJKW�H[SDQG�DFURVV�&KRDWH¶V�
PDWK�GHSDUWPHQW��0U��3URXO[�VDLG�
that, though he can’t speak for oth-
er teachers, he’s noticed that oth-
HUV�DUH�DOVR�H[SORULQJ�WKH�PHWKRG��
For instance, Mr. Zachary Kafog-
lis, who currently uses problem 
sets in his Algebra I classes, said, 
³,�WKLQN�LW¶V�D�UHDOO\�H̆HFWLYH�PHWK-
od of both having students collab-
orate and work together but also 
demonstrate their learning.”

0U��3URXO[�EHOLHYHV� WKDW� WKHVH�
problem sets help get at a crucial 
part of mathematical learning in 
general. “I think math is collabo-
rative by nature,” he said. “I want 
assessments to be me giving you 
feedback, as well as assessing 
where you are at that moment.”

By Aria Ramnath ’24
Reporter

Students may work with other Choate students when solving Mr. Dan Proulx’s take-home problem sets.
Photo courtesy of Choate Flickr

Aria Ramnath may be reached 
at aramnath24@choate.edu

Unboxing the Climate Impact of Choate’s Online Ordering Habits

Online shopping surged by 
32% in 2020, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. This trend 
KDV� UHÀHFWHG� LQ� &KRDWH¶V� PDLO-
room, as the number of packages 
that the School receives each day 
has skyrocketed since the start of 
the 2020–21 school year.

In October 2019, the mail-
room received an average of 42 
packages daily. Just a year lat-
er, but well into the pandemic, 
this number increased by some 
620% to an average of 260 
packages per day. Now, after 
two years of the pandemic, the 
number of packages has shot 
up even more. Between Jan-
uary 11 and 12, the mailroom, 
which serves 667 boarding 
students and over 100 faculty 
members, received 750 pack-
ages. Typically, packages surge 
at the start of the school year, 
before the December holidays, 
and around Valentine’s Day.

For many, online order-
ing is simply safer and more 
efficient than going out to a 
store. Ella Mulhearn ’24 orders 
snacks and toiletries from Am-
azon, in part because she can 
no longer shop at Walmart due 
to Choate’s ongoing pandem-
ic restrictions. Conveniently, 
her orders from Amazon ar-
rive within days. “The dining 
hall has more options than last 
year, so I’m not ordering mi-
crowavable mac ‘n cheese and 
other things like that, but I still 
order a few snacks,” on a regu-
lar basis, she said.

In a similar vein, Dr. Amber 
Hodge’s online ordering has 
been affected by the shutdown 
of many independent busi-
nesses. Dr. Hodge most com-
monly orders books and some 
household items from Amazon. 
“That’s been a really big impact 
as an English teacher, because I 
really like supporting indepen-
dent bookstores — a ridiculous 
amount have had to close and 

many have reduced their hours 
or limited their inventory,” they 
said. According to the Amer-
ican Booksellers Association, 
more than 50 of their member 
bookstores shut down in the 
first year of the pandemic.

Still, as the School’s in-
dividual orders accumulate, 
a sizable carbon footprint is 
left behind. Ms. Sarah Case, a 
mailroom associate, estimated 

that 95% of packages that the 
mailroom receives are from 
Amazon. Each of those packag-
es weighs 15 pounds, or 6.8 ki-
lograms, on average — adding 
up to a cargo weighing 2424 kg. 
From there, one can attempt to 
trace each package’s journey, 
from production to delivery, 
in order to determine the total 
amount of carbon emitted. Say 
that Choate’s Amazon packag-

es originate in Chennai, India, 
where Amazon manufactures 
their house-brand products. A 
cargo of that weight’s trip from 
Chennai to New Haven would 
emit about 201.50 kg of carbon 
GLR[LGH�� $� VHFRQG� WULS� WR� $P-
azon’s Wallingford warehouse 
would emit 5.57 kg. Finally, 
the delivery-truck drive down 
Route 5 to Choate would add 
0.34 kg. Add that up, and of 

the 375 packages delivered on 
a single day this January, it 
WRRN� DSSUR[LPDWHO\� ������� NJ�
RI� FDUERQ�GLR[LGH� WR� WUDQVSRUW�
those Amazon packages from 
the factory where they were 
made to the Choate campus.

To put that in perspective, 
a single day of Choate’s online 
package-ordering emissions 
equals those of four trees emit-
ting carbon for ten years, ac-
cording to a greenhouse-gas 
conversion by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 
Around two and a half years 
ago, though, one day of ship-
ping Choate’s Amazon orders 
emitted around 24.49 kg of car-
ERQ�GLR[LGH�²�DQ�����GHFUHDVH�
from this year’s number.

However, a single number 
GRHVQ¶W� UHYHDO� WKH� IXOO� H[WHQW�
RI� WKH� H̆HFWV� RI� RQOLQH� RUGHUV��
7UDQVSRUWLQJ� WKH� ¿QLVKHG� SURG-
uct to customers is only one of 
many environmentally unfriend-
ly steps that come along with on-
line ordering. Other parts of the 
supply chain churn out green-
house gases, such as cutting trees 
down to make packaging.

(YHQ�WKRXJK�LW�LV�FRPSOH[�WR�
determine the precise environ-
mental impact, there are ways 
to minimize carbon emissions 
from online ordering, such as 
ordering items in bulk to re-
duce ordering frequency. The 
¿UVW� VWHS�� RI� FRXUVH�� LV� VLPSOH�
awareness that small habits can 
PXOWLSO\� WR� FUHDWH� D� VLJQL¿FDQW�
environmental impact.

By Lauren Hsu ’24
Sta! Reporter

Lauren Hsu may be reached 
at lhsu24@choate.edu

Graphic by Yujin Kim/The Choate News



Painters can clean their 
brushes, put their canvases on 
the drying rack, and walk away 
RQFH� WKH\¶UH� VDWLV¿HG� ZLWK� WKHLU�
work, making their art piece as 
personal or as impersonal as they 
want. Dancers, however, cannot 
walk away from their artistic de-
vice — they cannot escape their 
own body — thereby constantly 
living under the shadow of main-
taining their best physique. 

Dancers, similar to ath-
letes, need their bodies to be in 
peak physical condition in or-
der to execute what is expect-
ed of them. Mrs. Sandra Parks, 
Head of the Arts Department, 
said, “If you talk to a profes-
sional dancer, it doesn't matter 
what form they practice, they 
will tell you that they have a 
very strict routine. What time 
do they go to bed? What time 
do they wake up? What do they 
do when they wake up and all 
that? It’s very ritualistic.” 

To be a dancer, you must 
not only have the artistry of the 

world’s foremost pianist but 
also the athleticism of an NBA 
player. Even more, dancers’ 
bodies are constantly scruti-
nized in search of perfection. 

Ballet, in particular, was de-
signed to accommodate an ideal 
dancer: thin, white, with an ex-
cellent turnout, long legs, and 
DV� ÀH[LEOH� DV� D� QHZERUQ� EDE\��
“Because it was designed by that 
FHUWDLQ� VWDQGDUG�� LI� \RX�GRQ
W� ¿W�
in that aesthetic, it can be hard 
to feel like you belong in this 
world,” said Mrs. Parks. 

While progress is being made 
toward dismantling the exclu-
sive aspects of this aesthetic, 
with some of the world’s largest 
ballet companies hiring dancers 
ZKR�GRQ¶W�¿W�LQWR�WKLV�UHVWULFWLYH�
mold, the deep-rooted history of 
exclusion in the ballet communi-
ty cannot be overlooked. 

Adia Decker ’24, who grew 
up doing ballet before coming 
to Choate, said that she has al-
ways felt insecure. “I’m built 
curvier than most people. It’s 
something that I’ve been trying 
to unlearn, but ballet has not 
really helped with that. When 

you’re constantly looking at the 
mirror, surrounded by these 
stick-thin people around you, 
you’re like, if I was that thin, 
maybe people would perceive 
me as a better dancer.”

In many ballet schools, par-
ticularly those in Europe, chil-
dren are measured and exam-
ined at a young age to assess their 

bodily potential in the art form. 
Recounting an experience from 
her childhood, Mrs. Parks said, 
“I watched a documentary on the 
audition process for the Paris Op-
era Ballet School, and then right 
away, I went back and measured 
myself. I realized I wouldn’t have 
gotten in, but did that stop me 
from doing ballet? No.”

This toxic culture around 
body image leads a lot of young 
dancers to have a distorted 
sense of self that permeates 
through all aspects of their 
lives. Sophie Yang ’22, who 
grew up in the world of compet-
itive dance, said, “It’s difficult 
to ignore because we can't re-
ally, escape from it. It definite-
ly gets to your mind, and I feel 
like it even impacts decisions 
you make outside.” 

Irene Garcia Gutierrez ’22 
has a different relationship 
between dance and her body. 
Having grown up doing flamen-
co, she was never taught to con-
sider her body an instrument. 
“I consider dance to be poetry, 
but I’ve never thought about the 
body as the pen,” she said. 

&RPPHQWLQJ� RQ� KRZ� GL̆HU-
ent dance styles can alter one’s 
perception of their body, Decker 
said, “With hip hop, it’s kind of 
like, everybody's welcome to this. 
And the same with jazz. When I 
SXOO� R̆�PRYHV� LQ�KLS�KRS�� ,� IHHO�
good about myself. I never think, 
‘Oh, I would be doing this better 
if I was skinnier.’”

:KDW�PDNHV�LW�VR�GL̇FXOW�WR�
be a dancer, and to constantly 
be aware of every aspect of one’s 
body, is that certain things can-
not be changed about one’s ap-
pearance. Exercises can increase 
ÀH[LELOLW\� DQG� VWUHQJWKHQ� SDUWV�
of the body, but, ultimately, 
one cannot control one’s body 
type. Just as certain musical in-
struments are used to produce 
VSHFL¿F� WRQHV�� DOO� ERGLHV� KDYH�
limitations. “[For] certain tech-
niques or certain forms, you 
have to have certain abilities in 
the body. For example, [in] clas-
sical Indian dances, there are a 
lot of hand gestures. I cannot 
bend my hands in the way that’s 
required for the style — I physi-
cally can’t,” said Mrs. Parks. 

Despite the pressure of your 
body being criticized like it’s a 
piece of music or the cinematog-
UDSK\�RI�D�¿OP��LW¶V�WKH�XQEULGOHG�
love that propels dancers for-
ZDUG�� $V�'HFNHU� SXW� LW�� ³,� GH¿-
nitely think my body is like one 
of my favorite instruments.” 

If you happen to step into 
Colony Hall in the afternoons, 
you may hear the harmonious 
melodies of a piano in simul-
taneous rhythm with the pat-
ter of moving feet. After a year 
and a half, live music has re-
turned to Ms. Pamela Newell’s 
ballet classes. Now, the studio 
has electrified with the piano 
bench occupied by Ms. New-
ell’s husband, Mr. Bob Newell, 
a musician and dancer himself.

Mr. Newell plays along with 
the ballet students, interpreting 
the feeling of the movement to 
find a suitable tempo. Though 
often overlooked, live music 
has a significant impact on the 
dancers. The collaborative na-
ture of music and dance initi-
ates an artistic conversation in 
which the performers bounce 
off one another and give rise to 
infinite possibilities. “It’s not 
just the teacher and the musi-
cian, but it’s actually the whole 
creating all these little minia-
tures,” said Mr. Newell.

Echoing the same sentiment, 
Ms. Newell said, “I think it just 
fills up the room in a way that 
recorded music doesn’t. I feel it 
surrounding me and supporting 
me. I’m more aware that there’s 
a person, that there’s a partner 
with me dancing.”

The partnership between 
the choreographer, musician, 
and dancers encompasses im-
provisation, variation, and 
communication. With joint 
effort, even the “little exercise 
at the barre turns into a work 
of art,” Mr. Newell said. Libby 
Dai ’25, a participant in Cho-
ate’s dance program, agreed 
that “live music allows you to 
appreciate music, not just as 
something in the background, 
but as part of the dance.”

With different tones and 
tempos, live music can foster 
distinct atmospheres and in-
duce varying sentiments. “It can 
create a certain emotion to how 
you are dancing,” said Arissa 
Lee ’25. She further noted that 
Mr. Newell’s dedication to the 
performance has helped her to 
better recognize the emotions 
associated with each piece.

Dai, similarly, enjoys live 
music for its ability to enrich the 
dance experience. She recalled 
that when practicing slow and 
graceful movements, the music 
would be in adagio (slow tempo), 
and when training to petit allegro 
(small jumps), the music would 
become faster and more upbeat 
to accompany the quick foot-
work. When improvising, Dai lets 
the music guide her movements. 

Maya Bashawaty ’24, an-
other participant in the Choate 
dance program, believes that 
music determines the mood of 
the dance, thereby requiring 
the musician to observe the 
dancers and how they choose 
to interpret the piece. Basha-
waty appreciates the constant 
communication between the 
dance teachers and Mr. Newell 
throughout the class to ensure 

that the music fits the move-
ment’s tempo and mood. More 
importantly, by reading the 
room, Mr. Newell sometimes 
plays in accordance with the 
emotional atmosphere or com-
pletely contradicts it. Basha-
waty recounted how, for in-
stance, when the energy in the 
room is particularly low, Mr. 
Newell plays an upbeat tone to 
keep the dancers on their toes.

Dai further noted the versa-
tility of Mr. Newell’s playing as 
KH�H̆RUWOHVVO\�VZLWFKHV�EHWZHHQ�
multiple instruments to comple-
PHQW� GL̆HUHQW� W\SHV� RI� GDQFH��
“When we’re doing grand alle-
gro, he might play the drums; 
when we’re doing adagio, he 
might play on the piano.” As a 
violinist, Dai admires Mr. New-
HOO¶V� DELOLW\� WR� SOD\� GL̆HUHQW� LQ-
struments in various time signa-
WXUHV�IURP�PHPRU\�WR�¿W�VSHFL¿F�
ballet compositions. “It’s a re-
ally good experience listening 
to him and admiring him while 
also contributing to the perfor-
mance,” she said. 

For Bashawaty, when the 
drums are played in class, her 
attention will shift to the beat 

of the music, and her dance, in 
turn, becomes more rhythmic. 
When Mr. Newell changes mu-
sic, Bashawaty said, “It teach-
es me how to keep up with the 
counts and adjust to him in real 
time.” This differs from when 
the piano is played, and she is 
inclined to move in a more fluid 
and emotional way. “I enjoy try-
ing to take all the little details 
of what he’s playing and encap-
sulate them in the mood that I 
express,” she said. 

Dancing to live music has 
special meaning to Choate’s 
dancers since they have not had 
the experience since the pan-
demic began in the spring of 
2020. “It just livens everything 
up, brings joy, simply, really. 
Covid-19 took away those sim-
ple, joyful moments of being all 
together, working with musi-
cians,” said Vicky Grechukhi-
na ’23. “I really missed it, and 
I feel like I won’t ever take for 
granted the chance of hearing 
music while performing.”
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at salleyne23@choate.edu
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EMBR ACING THE BODY AS THE INSTRUMENT OF DANCE

Live Music Returns to Colony Dance Studio

Graphics by William Gao/The Choate News

By Laya Raj ’24 and Sophia 
Pandya ’24

Reporters

Choate dancers recently practiced in an a!ernoon multi-level class.
Photo by Ti!any Xiao and Sophia Kim/The Choate News

Students dance at the barre to Mr. Bob Newell’s music.
Photo by Rajeev Roy/The Choate News 



Tri-varsity athlete, four-year 
senior, and Montréaler, Morgann 

Skoda ’22 is a force to be reck-
oned with on the rink, the court, 
DQG�WKH�¿HOG��6KH�LV�D�&R�&DSWDLQ�
for Girls’ Varsity Ice Hockey and 
*LUOV¶�9DUVLW\�9ROOH\EDOO��+HU�QR-
table launch into the Girls’ Varsi-
ty Lacrosse as a freshman without 
HYHU�KDYLQJ�SOD\HG� WKH� VSRUW� EH-
fore, awarded her the third and 
fourth-form Female Athlete of the 
Year as well as most the award for 
EHLQJ� WKH� PRVW� LPSURYHG� SOD\HU�
RQ� WKH� ODFURVVH� WHDP�� 6KH� DOVR�
managed Varsity Softball in 
KHU�MXQLRU�VSULQJ�

On a cold Thursday eve-
QLQJ�� VKH� VSRNH� ZLWK�PH� IURP�
her quad in Bungalow over 
Zoom, where her roommate 
WDSHG�D�FOLSSLQJ�RI�The Choate 
News that Skoda was featured 
in on the wall, while waiting 
IRU�KHU�&KLSRWOH�RUGHU�

6NRGD� EHJDQ� SOD\LQJ� LFH�
hockey when she was three 
years old, and it is now her main 
VSRUW��+HU�HQWLUH�IDPLO\��ZKRP�
VKH� FRQVLGHUV�KHU�ELJJHVW� VXS-
SRUWHUV��DOVR�SOD\V�KRFNH\��6KH�
joined the hockey team during 
KHU� IUHVKPDQ� \HDU� DW� &KRDWH�
DQG�SOD\V�IRUZDUG��³<RX¶YH�JRW�

all these leaders that are there, 
DQG� WKH\¶UH� \RXU� SLOODUV�� (DFK�
year, they all graduate and they 
OHDYH�&KRDWH��DQG�,�P\VHOI�KDYH�
EHFRPH�D�SLOODU�IRU�RWKHUV�´�VKH�
VDLG�� )ROORZLQJ� LQ� KHU� SUHGH-
FHVVRUV¶�IRRWVWHSV��6NRGD�KHOSV�
KHU� WHDPPDWHV� ³EH� RQH� SHU-
FHQW�EHWWHU�HYHU\�GD\�´�ZKLFK�LV�
WKHLU� WHDP¶V�PRWWR�� %HIRUH� HY-
HU\� JDPH�� VKH� OLNHV� WR� SXW� KHU�
HDUEXGV� LQ� DQG� WDSH� KHU� VWLFN�
E\�WKH�ULQN�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�]RQH�

One of Skoda’s memora-
EOH�PRPHQWV� IURP� KHU� &KRDWH�
hockey career is the Senior Day 
JDPH� DJDLQVW� &XVKLQJ� $FDG-
HP\� LQ� KHU� VRSKRPRUH� \HDU��

³:H� ZHUH� VFRULQJ�� WKH\� ZHUH�
VFRULQJ� ²� LW� ZDV� D� VXSHU� LQ-
tense game, and I remember 
KDYLQJ�VR�PXFK�IXQ�SOD\LQJ�LW�´�
VKH� VDLG�� /LWWOH� GLG� VKH� NQRZ�
WKDW� IROORZLQJ� WKH� SOD\RIIV� WKH�
week after, the entire school 
would be sent home for the 
remainder of the school year, 
and she would not see most of 
WKRVH�VHQLRUV�DJDLQ��

'XULQJ� WKH� &RYLG���� SDQ-
demic, when she wasn't on 
FDPSXV��6NRGD�VWD\HG�LQ�VKDSH�
E\� SUDFWLFLQJ� RQ� WKH� LFH� ZLWK�
her coaches at home and going 
WR� WKH� J\P�� 7KH� KDUGHVW� SDUW�
for her was not being able to 

SOD\�DQ\�JDPHV� ODVW�\HDU�� ³��1RW�
EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�FRPSHWH�ZDV�D�OLW-
tle heartbreaking, but I’m just 
JODG�WKDW�ZH�JHW� WR�GR� LW�QRZ�´�
6NRGD�VDLG�

As an athlete, Skoda has 
learned to not be too hard on her-
VHOI��DQG�WR�³EH�D�JROG¿VK�´�ZKLFK�
LV�RQH�RI�KHU�IDYRULWH�VD\LQJV��³,�WU\�
to forget, really quickly, the things 
WKDW�KDSSHQ�RQ� WKH� LFH� RU� RQ� WKH�
FRXUW�DQG�PRYH�RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�GD\��
%H� LQ� WKH� SUHVHQW� DQG� NHHS� \RXU�
IRFXV��'RQ¶W�OHW�\RXU�HPRWLRQV�JHW�
WKH�EHVW�RI�\RX�´�VKH�VDLG��

Beyond hockey, Skoda also 
SOD\V�YROOH\EDOO��/DVW�\HDU��VKH�ZDV�
VHOHFWHG�IRU�WKH������1HZ�(QJODQG�

3UHSDUDWRU\�6FKRRO�$WKOHWLF�&RXQ-
FLO��1(36$&��$OO�/HDJXH�WHDP�IRU�
WKH�VSRUW��2Q�'HHU¿HOG�'D\�������
6NRGD�SOD\HG�DV�D�IUHVKPDQ�RQ�WKH�
YDUVLW\�YROOH\EDOO�WHDP��(YHU\�WLPH�
she swung at the ball, the cheering 
%RDUV�ZRXOG�FKDQW��³6KH¶V�D�)UHVK-
PDQ�´$IWHU� WKHLU� ZLQQLQJ� VHW�� WKH�
crowd rushed onto the court and 
EHJDQ�EHOWLQJ� WKH� VFKRRO� VRQJ�� ³,W�
was the most exciting, most terrify-
ing, moment of my life, because we 
ZHUH�JHWWLQJ�WUDPSOHG�LQ�WKH�PLG-
GOH�´�VKH�VDLG�

$IWHU� JUDGXDWLQJ� IURP� &KR-
DWH�� 6NRGD� SODQV� WR� DWWHQG� D�
SRVW�VHFRQGDU\�� SUH�FROOHJLDWH�
SURJUDP� LQ� 4XpEHF� ZKHUH� VKH�
ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� SOD\LQJ� KRFNH\�� ³,�
think it’s gonna be a very cool 
H[SHULHQFH��$QG� WKHQ� REYLRXVO\��
WKH� GUHDP� LV� WR� SOD\� 'LYLVLRQ� ,�
hockey, so we’ll see where that 
OHDGV�PH�´� VKH�PXVHG�� )RU� 6NR-
GD��WKH�FROOHJH�UHFUXLWLQJ�SURFHVV�
ZDV� TXLWH� VWUHVVIXO�� HVSHFLDOO\�
ZLWK� UXOH� FKDQJHV� DQG� WKH� SDQ-
GHPLF��+RZHYHU��VKH�R̆HUV�WKHVH�
ZRUGV� RI� ZLVGRP� DQG� LQVSLUD-
WLRQ�� ³��)RU� DQ\ERG\� HOVH� VWUXJ-
gling, I would encourage them to 
SRZHU� WKURXJK� DQG� NHHS� JRLQJ��
If it’s something you truly want, 
GRQ¶W�VWRS�EHOLHYLQJ�´
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Varsity Games

Morgann Skoda ’22 Excels on the Ice — and the Field and the Court
By Lauren Kee ’24

Associate Editor

Morgan Skoda ’22 on the ice against Pomfret on Saturday, January 15.
Photo by Sabrina Wang/The Choate News

Lauren Kee may be reached 
at lkee24@choate.edu

After nearly a month without a 
game on their home rink, the Girls’ 
9DUVLW\�+RFNH\�WHDP�¿QDOO\�JRW�WR�
IDFH� R̆� DJDLQVW�:HVWPLQVWHU� ODVW�
:HGQHVGD\��7KH�JDPH�ZDV�D�FRQ-
stant tug of war, eventually ending 
LQ�D�WLH������

$W� WKH�VWDUW��:HVWPLQVWHU� LP-
mediately transitioned into an 
XQVXFFHVVIXO� DWWHPSW� RQ� WKH� JRDO��
3RVVHVVLRQ� RI� WKH� SXFN� ERXQFHG�
back and forth for the next minute, 
HQGLQJ� LQ�D� IDFH�R̆�RQ� WKH�%RDUV¶�
VLGH�RI�WKH�ULQN��$QRWKHU�VKRW�ZDV�
PDGH�E\�:HVWPLQVWHU�RQ�&KRDWH¶V�
goal but was successfully blocked 
E\�JRDOLH�0DF�'RQRYDQ�¶���

Minutes later, the Boars 
ZHUH� DEOH� WR� EXLOG� D� SXVK�
DJDLQVW� :HVWPLQVWHU�� 1DQL�
.H\HV� ¶��� ZDV� VWLFN� WULSSHG��
VKXWWLQJ� GRZQ� &KRDWH¶V� PR-
PHQWXP� DQG� JLYLQJ� :HVWPLQ-
VWHU� WKHLU� ILUVW� SHQDOW\� RI� WKH�
JDPH��7KH�%RDUV�VHL]HG�WKH�RS-
SRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�D�SXVK�RQWR�
:HVWPLQVWHU¶V�VLGH�RI�WKH�ULQN��
7KH�SXFN�HQGHG�XS�PRYLQJ�EH-
WZHHQ�JRDO�SRVWV��ZLWK�&KRDWH¶V�
team maintaining strong offen-
VLYH� FRQWURO�� (YHQWXDOO\�� &KR-
ate crammed the crease in an 
XQVXFFHVVIXO� DWWHPSW� WR� VFRUH��
$Q�DWWHPSW�RQ� WKH�JRDO�E\�6R-
SKLD�5RGKDP�¶���ZDV�FORVH��EXW�
QRW�VXFFHVVIXO��

/DWHU� LQ� WKH� ILUVW� SHULRG��

:HVWPLQVWHU� UHFRYHUHG� SXFN�
control, but a block from goal-
ie Donovan returned control 
WR�&KRDWH��0LQXWHV�ODWHU��'RQ-
RYDQ� FDXJKW� DQRWKHU� SXFN��
VHQGLQJ�WKH�JDPH�WR�D�IDFH�RII��
:LWK�FRQWURO�EDFN�WR�WKH�%RDUV��
the team quickly skated to take 
DGYDQWDJH� RI� DQ� RXW� RI� SODFH�
GHIHQVH�� $� VKRW� IURP� &R�FDS-
tain Morgann Skoda ’22 led to 
D� UHERXQG� WR�&R�FDSWDLQ�0DG-
die Dubrinsky ’22 who buried 
WKH�SXFN� IRU� D� VXFFHVVIXO� JRDO��
the first of the game, making 
WKH�VFRUH������&KRDWH��ZLWK�ILYH�
PLQXWHV�OHIW�LQ�WKH�ILUVW�SHULRG��

'XULQJ� WKH� VHFRQG� SHULRG�
IDFH� RII�� &DUROLQH� +ROP� ¶���
JDYH�SXFN�FRQWURO�WR�&KRDWH��UH-
VXOWLQJ�LQ�D�TXLFN�SXVK�DJDLQVW�
:HVWPLQVWHU��3XFN� FRQWURO� RV-
cillated between teams for the 
next three minutes, with nei-
ther side gaining a substantial 
DGYDQWDJH�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� D�
SHQDOW\�E\�&DGHQFH�6HFUHWR�¶���
DJDLQVW� :HVWPLQVWHU� OHIW� &KR-
DWH�GRZQ�D�SOD\HU� IRU� WKH�QH[W�
PLQXWH�DQG�D�KDOI�� :LWK� HLJKW�
PLQXWHV� OHIW� LQ� WKH� VHFRQG� SH-
ULRG�� :HVWPLQVWHU� VFRUHG� RQ�
&KRDWH��OHYHOLQJ�WKH�VFRUH������

A face off gave control to 
:HVWPLQVWHU�� EXW� WKH� %RDUV�
were quickly able to regain con-
WURO��$QRWKHU�SHQDOW\�OHIW�&KRDWH�
GRZQ�D�SOD\HU�ZLWK�¿YH�PLQXWHV�
left in the half; however, the 
WHDP�ZDV�DEOH�WR�¿OO�WKH�JDS��ZLWK�

WKHLU� GHIHQVH� UHPDLQLQJ� VWURQJ��
$� EORFN� E\� 'RQRYDQ�� ZLWK� ¿YH�
seconds left, secured the rest of 
WKH�SHULRG��OHDYLQJ�WKH�VFRUH�����

$�IDVW�SXVK�E\�WKH�WHDP�DIWHU�
D� VXFFHVVIXO� WKLUG�SHULRG� IDFH�RI�
by Holm gave Skoda a clear shot, 
allowing her to score early in the 
SHULRG�� $W� WKLV� SRLQW�� WKH� VFRUH�
ZDV������&KRDWH�

Boars defense remained 
strong for the next three min-
XWHV�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\�� KRZHYHU��
:HVWPLQVWHU� ZDV� DEOH� WR� FDSL-
talize on a fast turnover, scoring 
DJDLQVW� &KRDWH� DQG� OHYHOLQJ� WKH�
VFRUH�DJDLQ�������7KH�UHVW�RI� WKH�
SHULRG�UHPDLQHG�D�WXJ�RI�ZDU�EH-
tween the two teams, each look-
ing to get an advantage on the 
LFH�� 7KH� SHULRG� HQGHG� ZLWKRXW�
DQRWKHU� JRDO�� PDNLQJ� WKH� ¿QDO�
VFRUH�D�WLH������

5HIOHFWLQJ� RQ� WKH� JDPH��
%URRNH� (GZDUGV� ¶��� VDLG�� ³,�
think it was a hard fought 
JDPH�� >:HVWPLQVWHU@� NHSW� XV�
on our toes the entire time, but 
it was a testament to our deter-
PLQDWLRQ�DQG�XQLW\�DV�D�WHDP�´�
:LWK� WKHLU� UHFHQW� ZLQ� DJDLQVW�
:RUFHVWHU� $FDGHP\�� WKH� *LUOV¶�
Varsity Hockey team record 
QRZ� VWDQGV� DW� �������7KH� WHDP�
KRSHV� WR� LQFUHDVH� WKHLU� OHDG�
ZLWK� XSFRPLQJ� JDPHV� DJDLQVW�
'HHUILHOG�DQG�&DQWHUEXU\�

Girl’s Varisty Hockey Ties Westminster 
By Matthew Yeo ’23

Reporter

Caroline Holm ’24 chases a!er a rolling puck against Westminster on Wednesday, January 12.
Photo by Ti!any Xiao/The Choate News

:KHWKHU� \RX� DUH� ZDON-
ing through the dining hall or 
VWUROOLQJ� GRZQ� WKH� SDWKV�� \RX�
will surely notice Killian Grib-
EHQ�¶����*ULEEHQ��D��¶���¶¶�SRVW�
graduate student from Ireland, 
SOD\V� RQ� WKH� 6FKRROV¶� %R\V¶�
9DUVLW\� %DVNHWEDOO� WHDP�� 7KH�
team and Gribben are off with 
DQ� LPSUHVVLYH� ���� UHFRUG� LQ�
WKHLU�ILUVW�HLJKW�JDPHV��

*ULEEHQ� VWDUWHG� SOD\LQJ�
basketball from the age of four, 
DORQJ� ZLWK� RWKHU� VSRUWV�� VXFK�
DV� VRFFHU� DQG� *DHOLF� IRRWEDOO��
$W� WKH� DJH� RI� ���� KH� VWRSSHG�
SOD\LQJ�RWKHU�VSRUWV�DQG�EHJDQ�
IRFXVLQJ�RQ�KLV�GUHDP�RI�SOD\-
LQJ�EDVNHWEDOO�LQ�$PHULFD�

&LWLQJ� KLV� SDUHQWV� DV� KLV�
biggest influences, Gribben 
KDV�D�ORW�RI�JUDWLWXGH�IRU�WKHP��
³7KH\� ERWK� SOD\HG� EDVNHWEDOO�
in high school, and I thank 
them for also giving me the gift 
RI�KHLJKW��0\�GDG�EHLQJ���IRRW�
��DQG� >P\�PRP@�EHLQJ��� IRRW��
there was no wonder that I 
JUHZ�WR�EH���IRRW����´�KH�VDLG��

Like many athletes, Grib-
EHQ¶V�DELOLW\�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�DWK-
OHWLF� FRPSHWLWLRQV� ZDV� VLJQLIL-
FDQWO\�LPSDLUHG�E\�WKH�&RYLG����
SDQGHPLF��+H�ZDV� VHOHFWHG� IRU�
WKH� ,ULVK� 8��� %DVNHWEDOO� WHDP�
DQG� ZDV� SUHSDULQJ� WR� FRPSHWH�
LQ� WKH� (XURSHDQ� &KDPSLRQ-

VKLSV� LQ� 5RPDQLD� GXULQJ� WKH�
VXPPHU� RI� ������ :KHQ� WKH�
tournament was eventually 
FDQFHOHG� GXH� WR� WKH� SDQGHPLF��
Gribben turned to his backyard 
EDVNHWEDOO� KRRS� DQG� FRQWLQXHG�
WR�WUDLQ�RQ�KLV�RZQ��

Although Irish Basketball has 
very minor rule changes, the dif-
IHUHQFH�LQ�VSHHG�RI�SOD\�ZDV�TXLWH�
GUDVWLF�IRU�.LOOLDQ��³7KH�JDPH�LV�D�
ORW�IDVWHU�DQG�WKH�SOD\HUV�DUH�D�ORW�
PRUH� SK\VLFDO� RYHU� KHUH�� ,Q� ,UH-
ODQG��,�QHYHU�HQFRXQWHUHG�D�SOD\HU�
WKDW� >ZDV@� FORVH� WR�P\�KHLJKW�� ,Q�
WKH�86��,�ZLOO�EH�SOD\LQJ�ER\V�P\�
height or even taller than me every 
JDPH�´�7KDW�VDLG��*ULEEHQ�DQG�KLV�
teammates have already begun 
WR�GHYHORS�D�VROLG�FKHPLVWU\��³:H�
have such a strong bond as a team, 
DQG�,�IHHO�OLNH�,�KDYH�EHHQ�D�SDUW�RI�
WKLV�WHDP�IRU�\HDUV�´�KH�VDLG��

*ULEEHQ¶V� JRDO� RI� SOD\LQJ� EDV-
NHWEDOO�GRHVQ¶W�VWRS�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO��
&ROOHJLDWH�OHYHO�EDVNHWEDOO�LV�D�SUL-
RULW\� IRU� KLP�� 5HFHQWO\�� WKH� %R\V¶�
%DVNHWEDOO� WHDP� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ�
the Zero Gravity Basketball tour-
nament in Massachusetts, and he 
UHJXODUO\�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ�VKRZFDVHV��
:KLOH�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�SOD\�EDVNHW-
ball in his home country, Gribben 
DSSUHFLDWHV� WKH� QHZ� H[SHULHQFH�
and is looking forward to what’s 
DKHDG��7KRXJK�*ULEEHQ�PD\�EH��¶�
��¶¶��IRU�KLP��WKH�VN\¶V�WKH�OLPLW�

Killian Gribben ’22 fights for a jump ball against Ta! on December 5.
Photo by Garrett Curtis/The Choate News

By Sam Anastasio ’23
Sta! Reporter

Sam Anastasio may be reached 
at sanastasio23@choate.edu

POSTGRAD PROFILE

From Ireland to Walling ford: 
Killian’s Basketball Journey

Matthew Yeo may be reached 
at myeo23@choate.edu

Boys’ Squash (3-4)
vs. Salisbury, 7-0

Girls’ Basketball (5-2)
vs. Marianapolis, 37-56

Girls’ Ice Hockey (5-3-3)
vs. Worcester Academy, 
5-2

Boys’ Ice Hockey (4-7)
vs. Salisbury, 0-4

Wrestling (0-4)
vs. Deerfield, 12-46

Girls’ Squash (4-1)
vs. Deerfield, 1-6

Boys’ Ice Hockey (1-2)
vs. Pomfret, 5-2

Girls’ Basketball (3-1)
vs. Westminster, 43-10

Boys’ Basketball (2-2)
vs. Exeter, 41-39

Girls’ Squash (2-2)
vs. Hopkins, 7-0

J.V. Games

Thirds Games

Boys’ Squash (1-0)
vs. Canterbury, 5-2

Boys’ Basketball (6-2)
vs. Exeter, 50-61

Boys’ Squash (6-0)
vs. Hopkins, 8-1

Boys’ Basketball (1-1)
vs. Loomis, 44-45


