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On December 18, Meagan Best '20 took second place in the under-19 U.S. Squash Open. See SPORTS, Page 8

MurprHY ZINK 21 COMPETES
IN CoMPUTER-AIDED
DEesicN TOURNAMENT

By Varun Ramamurthi ’22
Reporter

This past December, De-
clan Murphy Zink 21 placed
seventh out of seventy-one
contestants at the F4 CADa-
thon, a biannual competition
in which teams of one to three
students are giv-
en a set period of
time to create a
CAD model of an

Everything

CAD is similar to modeling
software used for other tasks,
including 3D printing. Max
Zhang ’22, a member of the
Wired Boars and the Advanced
Robotics Concentration pro-
gram, summarized his experi-
ence with CAD in the robotics
lab: “Everything in robotics is
modeled  with
CAD," he ex-
plained. “There’s
a CAD team and

object that can . . . a build team that
in robotics is
perform a spe- . together make
cific task. Mur- modeled with up the Wired
phy Zink repre- CAD. There's a Boars.”  Zhang
sented the Wired CAD team and a explained that
Boars., Choate’s build team that Murph}f .Zink is
robotics  team, the official cap-

in the three-day
online contest.
CAD stands
for Comput-
er-Aided De-
sign. At Choate,
CAD is used by
the Wired Boars to construct
virtual models of prototype
competition robots, which can
then serve as a 3D blueprints.

together make up
the Wired Boars.
Max Zhang '22

tain of the CAD
team within the
Wired Boars,
which uses the
program “Solid-
works” to devel-
op their designs.

As Murphy Zink put it, “It’s
essentially just 3D modeling

See CAD, Page 2

New Facurty GRour EXAMINES
WHITE PERSPECTIVES ON RACE

By Alexis Lien ’23
Reporter

White Anti-Racist Educa-
tors (WARE) is a recently es-
tablished group of white-iden-
tifying Choate faculty devoted
to understanding the roles that
white individuals play in con-
versations about racism. The
group acknowledges that as
educators, their approach to-
ward race-related issues will
directly impact how students
who identify as white perceive
and understand racism.

WARE, which was formed
last fall, meets monthly on
Saturday mornings at Director
of Faculty Development Mr.
Thomas White’s house. Discus-
sions have been focused on the
cultural and racial history and
development of “whiteness”
and the evolving meaning of
what it means to be white.
The team has also examined
how these views are translated
into today’s laws and statutes.
WARE has analyzed passag-
es from the book Waking Up
White: And Finding Myself in
the Story of Race, by Debby
Irving, to guide their learning.
Members have shared personal
testimonials during meetings,
and journaled to reflect on
their roles in the community.

Each member of WARE
joined the group in a different
way. French and English teacher
Dr. Katie Jewett said, “I came to
it in large part because of my stu-
dents. I had a French 300 class
in the fall of 2016 where I was for
the first time a racial minority in
my classroom, and I had some
really outstanding, outspoken
students who opened up some
really good conversations.”

Mr. White shared how he
became part of the team. He

said, “So there are a couple of
us who had been to the White
Privilege conference and had
seen and heard in other plac-
es and other contexts about
White Anti-Racist Educator
groups, and so we thought that
this would be a valuable group
to have here at Choate.”

The sessions examine the
inherent biases and judgments
that one is likely to hold as a
white person, and how to re-
consider the experiences of a
person of color. These find-
ings can be integrated into
the Choate community as the
team discusses issues of rac-
ism and white supremacy that
have emerged locally, such as
flyers that were posted around
Wallingford last fall that read
“It’'s okay to be white.” The
group believes that people who
identify as white should utilize
their race as a platform to ad-
vocate against racism.

Spanish teacher Ms. Aman-
da Arcand said that the role
of WARE on Choate's campus
is to use "white privilege to
help dismantle the inequita-
ble structures in place, making
sure, for example, that if there
is a committee, the demo-
graphics of the committee rep-
resent the demographics of our
school at large — or if I have a
reading list, that my authors
are appropriately diverse.”

As white educators who
firmly hold anti-racist beliefs,
faculty who are a member of
WARE believe it is important
to understand ways to make
the learning environment safe
and respectful for all races. Ms.
Katie Levesque, Dean of Facul-
ty, said, “If I better understand
whiteness in the history of rac-
ism, in the United States, I hope
that that helps me to better sup-

port both my white students in
my work in the classroom, and
my students of color.”

The group's overarching
goal is to foster an environ-
ment where individuals are
more conscious of how their
own implicit biases influence
their perspectives and their in-
teractions with members of the
Choate community.

Reflecting on her takeaway
from the WARE sessions, Ms.
Arcand said, “I've primari-
ly just come to recognize how
my own white identity through
much of my life was largely
unexamined...it is helping to
better understand how racism
works in this country, how it is
an inevitable part of my social-
ization as a white person.”

Math teacher Mr. Zachary
Kafoglis explained that he be-
lieves it is important to both
be proactive and willing to
step back and listen. He said,
“I think that it is really import-
ant for a white person to not
just be a listener. I think that
a white person needs to be a
do-er but also needs to worry
about the traps of white sav-
iorism. So I think it involves
being really attentive to the
folks around you, being willing
to acknowledge your mistakes
and understand that that is
part of growing.”

Not understanding the role
white people can play in con-
versations about racism can
undermine the conversation
for both whites and people of
color. WARE hopes their mis-
sion to raise awareness of a
broader societal racial empa-
thy gap can help further dis-
cussions of diversity at Choate.

Alexis Lien may be reached
at alien23@choate.edu

With Less Student Interest,
Number of Campus Publications Drops

CHOATE
STUDENT
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Volumes displayed in the library are often outdated as publications fail to reach deadlines each term.

By Claire Yuan ’21
Associate Editor

From magazines that cover
the latest sports games to those
that discuss the newest fashion
trends, Choate boasts a rich
variety of publications. Unfor-
tunately, members of Choate’s
Committee on Student Activities
(COSA) have noted a decline in
campus publications over recent
years, both in number and ac-
tivity: not only are there fewer
publications, but many that ex-
ist simply do not publish regu-
larly enough to maintain an ac-
tive presence on campus.

According to COSA, the
number of publications on
campus fell from 13 publica-
tions last spring to 8 this fall
and of the 8 publications that
were recognized this fall, 3 of
the clubs missed the publish-
ing deadline set by COSA’s
Publication Committee.

One of the major issues pub-
lication mastheads face is a de-
crease in interested writers.

[The Currency]

used to have 30

or 40 writers my

freshman year and

sophomore year,

but this year we

probably only had

about 10 writers.
Kate Spencer '20

Allen Zheng ’21, a member
of COSA’s Publication Com-
mittee, said, “When publica-
tions don’t get enough writ-
ers, what happens is you get
a bunch of publications with
huge mastheads of five or ten
people but not enough writers.

They just end up writing their
own articles, which is not what
we want for the publications on
campus. We want the commu-
nity to be involved in them and
invested in them.”

Many publication leaders
agree that the foremost obsta-
cle to more frequent publishing
and increased activity is a gen-
eral decline in interested stu-
dent writers. Kate Spencer ’20,
Editor-in-Chief of The Curren-
cy and Envision, said, “This
year, we really experienced a
decrease in writers. For Enuvi-
sion, we postponed our fall is-
sue to winter because we didn’t
have enough articles. And 1
think interest has gone down
for The Currency; we used to
have 30 or 40 writers my fresh-
man year and sophomore year,
but this year we probably only
had about 10 writers.”

See PUBLICATIONS, Page 2
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AprPROVED SixTH-ForM CONSOLE

INniTIATIVE STILL NOT IMPLEMENTED

By Praj Chirathivat *22
Staff Reporter

At the beginning of the win-
ter term, the Student Council and
Dean of Students Mr. Mike Velez
approved an initiative granting
sixth formers Wi-Fi access for vid-
eo game consoles in their rooms.
The Information Technology Ser-
vices department, however, has yet
to actually extend those privileges
to the entire senior class. Current-
ly, Mr. Velez is working to establish
a timeline with Mr. Speyer.

Sixth former Gavin Galiardo
'20 voiced his frustrations: “I
thought I would be able to have
the privilege to use my console in
winter term, as the student body
president informed us that the
decision was passed. I have been
waiting since the start of the
term but am continually denied
access to connect to Wi-Fi.”

“All seniors should get the same
privileges. We are trustworthy,”
said PJ Sethbhakdi 20, a prefect at
the KEC. Although prefects have al-
ready had video game console priv-
ileges since the start of the school
year, the deans have been discuss-

ing when to give the green light
to the entire form. Mr. Velez said,
“While we want to extend gaming
opportunities to the senior class,
we are looking at their moral con-
duct and responsibility with com-
mitments. Collectively as a class, if
they are doing those things, it will
push the timing in terms of when
we will allow gaming consoles to be
registered by IT.”

The deans are also aware of
the potential dangers that come
with allowing more technology
use in dorms, such as possibile
invasions of privacy. “The poli-
cy has evolved, and we are see-
ing more VR and other forms of
gaming. For some of these de-
vices, we need to be mindful of
privacy issues. Are we protecting
individuals’ privacy when these
technological devices are on our
network?” Mr. Velez asked.

This potential risk is partly
why initiatives like video gam-
ing console privileges generally
take longer to be approved.

Praj Chirathivat
may be reached at
pchirathivat22@choate.edu
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Exactly when seniors will be granted console privileges remains unclear.

You've Got Mail: A Peek into Choate's Mailroom

By Grace Liu ’23
Reporter

To Mr. Peter Dupont, the
most significant trend during
his time as Choate’s mailroom
supervisor has been a dras-
tic increase in the number of
packages received from e-com-
merce sites. “When 1 started
here, we were receiving around
70 packages per day. Now, we
get around 350, mostly from
Amazon. We've passed 500
packages in a day eight times
since September. Some faculty
have gotten over 400 packag-
es since the start of the school
year because that’s just how
they do all their shopping,”
Mr. Dupont said. Indeed, the
online shopping market has
grown exponentially in the last
decade. According to a study by
Internet Retailer, e-commerce
sales have gone from being just
5.1% of all retail sales in 2007
t0 14.3% in 2018.

Though the mailroom is a
place that Choate students and
faculty frequent on a regular ba-
sis, many are not fully aware of
the process behind the arrival
and organization of their Amazon
packages or parcels from family.

A group of three Choate
staff — Mr. Dupont, Ms. Sarah
Case, and Mr. Nermin Duracak
— make everything possible.

Incoming mail from outside
shipping carriers such as the
United States Postal Service
(USPS) or United Parcel Ser-
vice (UPS) is first separated by
category of recipient: faculty or
student. The mail is then orga-
nized according to shape, divid-
ed based on whether an item is

Photo by Renee Jiang/The Choate News

The mailroom has had to adjust to an influx of packages from Amazon in recent years.

a flat letter or a package. Both
types of mail are then sorted al-
phabetically by last name.

The mailboxes are in alpha-
betical order like the sorted mail,
which expedites the delivery pro-
cess by eliminating the need for
staff to constantly move back and
forth across the mailroom.

Larger packages are
scanned into a computer pro-
gram that automatically iden-
tifies the recipient of the pack-
age and sends an email to their
Choate account, notifying them
to pick up their mail. The box
is then marked on the outside
with the recipient’s name and
shelved according to last name.

With the opening of St.
John Hall in 2017, the previ-
ous Student Activities Center
was vacated, including the old
mailroom that was located in
the basement. Mr. Dupont has
worked in the mailroom since

2009 and is grateful for the
change in location. Mr. Dupont
believes that, overall, the new
space makes the jobs of the
mailroom staff much simpler.
“The old mailroom was ter-
rible. The mailboxes were only
three by four inches long, pre-
venting us from fitting mail in-
side, and the locks were finicky
and always broken. The only
downfall I can see to the new
setup is that bigger mailboxes
mean that the room is bigger,
so it takes more time to walk
around and deliver the mail,”
Mr. Dupont said.
Despite the drastic increase
packages, Mr. Dupont
has not noticed a consider-
able change in mailbox usage
during his time working in the
mailroom. He theorizes that
this is because when he start-
ed, email and text messaging
were already well-established

in

methods of communication.
Overall, Mr. Dupont estimates
that only around 1% of stu-
dents regularly receive per-
sonal mail in their mailboxes.

A service in the mailroom
that Mr. Dupont wishes was
more used among students is
the lost-and-found. He said, “I
can tell students aren’t aware
of the lost-and-found because
some of the things in there
are expensive. We get a lot of
coats, sweatshirts, phone char-
gers, and earbuds. By the end
of the year, it’s always packed.”
At the end of spring term each
year, the contents of the lost-
and-found are displayed in
St. John Hall, and what is not
claimed is donated. The lost-
and-found is open whenever
the mailroom is open.

Grace Liu may be reached
at gliu23@choate.edu

CHOATE PUBLICATIONS
IN STEEP DECLINE

Continued from Page 1

Cici Curran ’20, Edi-
tor-in-Chief of The Press, also
noted the challenge in getting
enough articles for an issue.
She said, “Some clubs publish
a lot the first year, but then af-
ter that they don’t get as many
writers. Or sometimes, if you
only publish once a term, you
expect longer articles, and
then people are less motivated
to write [them].” Curran also
noticed a disparity in the qual-
ity of writing: while freshmen
might be more willing to write
for more publications, they of-
ten have less experience writ-
ing than upperclassmen.

Another major hurdle for
publications on campus is
the lack of student interest in
learning layout. As the number
of writers has decreased, the
ability to create effective publi-
cation layouts has lagged even
further behind. Kiki Kim ’20,
chief layout editor for numer-
ous publications on campus in-
cluding Choate Public Health,
Envision, and Valour, stated,
“As far as I know, I am one of

the three people that do layout
for multiple publications. I can
sympathize with people that
hesitate to get into layout as
there is a steep learning curve.
This requires a large time com-
mitment for people to reach
a level of proficiency with the
software, which can be chal-
lenging for Choate students
with busy schedules.”

Producing a
magazine, in general,
takes a lot more
thought and planning
thanaclub. It’sa
very slow process.
Nico Campbell 21

Some publications have
also found it difficult to follow
a more rigid, fast-paced pub-
lishing schedule. Nico Camp-
bell 21, editor-in-chief of Lo-
rem Ipsum* and Voices, said,
“People tend to underestimate
the time spent between a club
and a publication. Some clubs

do a lot, obviously, but pro-
ducing a magazine, in general,
takes a lot more thought and
planning than a club. It’s a very
slow process.”

In order to help guide
mastheads through the publi-
cation process, COSA created
its Publication Committee last
year, providing support to pub-
lication leaders and instituting
deadlines each term that pub-
lications must meet. Zheng
said, “When you're starting a
new publication, it can be hard
to know how to get writers,
how to format — those kinds
of things. And obviously COSA
realized that a lot of publica-
tions were struggling.”

Zheng continued, “We sent
out a pamphlet in the begin-
ning of the year teaching pub-
lications how to format, and we
set a guideline for publications
to publish once a term before
a certain deadline. We want to
be a resource to publications,
so if they need help, they can
just reach out to us.”

Claire Yuan may be reached
at cyuan2l@choate.edu

MurPHY ZINK IMPRESSES AS
ONE-MaN TEAM

Continued from Page 1

for structures.” Murphy Zink
found out about the competi-
tion, F4 CADathon, by doing
some reading on the robot-
ics forum Chief Delphi. In the
competition, each team of up
to three contestants had three
days to make a CAD model of
a robot that would take hockey
pucks and slide them into rings
for points.

Despite the rules allowing
him to participate with team-
mates, Murphy Zink partici-
pated as a solo competitor over

the winter break. There were
three criteria the judges used
to rank each CAD model: cre-
ativity, level of detail, and po-
tential success of the design.
Due to his lack of teammates,
Murphy Zink explained that
his experience competing in
the F4 CADathon was very dif-
ferent from his work in other
CAD competitions in previous
years: “I worked at home on
my computer for days, so it is
interesting to go through that
as opposed to a physical tour-
nament where you can see who
you are competing against.”

Despite the long hours of
individual work, Murphy Zink
sees a lot of potential in the pro-
gram: “For the future of CAD, I
see a movement towards gener-
ative design, which is when you
define certain parameters of
what you want. Then, the com-
puter can create a shape to fit
those parameters. Essentially,
it is a movement towards com-
puters doing more and more of
the actual design work.”

Varun Ramamurthi
may be reached at
vramamurthi22@choate.edu

A Preview of Diversity Day 2020

Graphic by Chandler Littleford/The Choate News

Around eighty student facilitators have received training throughout the year to prepare for workshops.

By JeeHwan Kim 21
Associate Editor

Every year, preparing for Di-
versity Day requires an immense
amount of effort and collaboration
by Director of Equity and Inclu-
sion Dr. Keith Hinderlie, Associate
Director of Equity and Inclusion
Mr. Filipe Camarotti, students on
the Planning Committee, and Di-
versity Day student facilitators.
Although this year’s preparation
process has been largely consis-
tent with that of previous years,
there are two major changes to this
year’s program: all students will
hear a keynote speaker instead of
watching a film, and fourth, fifth,
and sixth formers will be partici-
pating in discussion-based work-
shops on a variety of topics that
students themselves have chosen.

Choate invited facilitator and
educator Dr. Liza Talusan to be
this year’s keynote speaker. She ap-
peared in the film, I'm Not Racist...
Am I?, which was shown as part of
last year’s Diversity Day program.
According to Dr. Hinderlie, Dr.
Talusan’s speech will focus on how

to engage appropriately in difficult
conversations concerning diversity
and inclusion. He hopes that Dr.
Talusan will help members of the
Choate community better commu-
nicate across differences.

Another major change for this
year’s Diversity Day is that fourth
formers, along with upperclass-
men, will not only be engaging in
activity-based workshops but in
discussion-based ones as well. Ac-
cording to Dr. Hinderlie, feedback
from previous years indicated
that the activity-based workshops
were repetitive, and fourth form
students were already familiar
with the themes that the activities
aimed to introduce. As a result, a
survey with potential topics for
discussion were sent out to the
Choate community on November
21. The discussion topics that re-
ceived the most votes in the poll
were then sent out in another
survey on Friday, January 10, to
fourth, fifth, and sixth formers,
who were asked to rank their top
five interests. The 15 workshops
covered topics like how to be an ef-
fective ally to marginalized groups,

the inner workings of affirmative
action in the college process, and
how colorism affects hookup cul-
ture at Choate. The Diversity Day
Planning Committee plans to take
the information from this survey
to assign students to the work-
shops focused on the topics they
are most interested in.

The Diversity Day Planning
Committee, which consists of the
leaders of student clubs that have
a major focus on diversity, have
met weekly since late October to
help plan the events of the day and
generate discussion topics. In ad-
dition to the commitee, there are
approximately 80 student facilita-
tors this year. Before Diversity Day,
which will take place this Monday,
they will have participated in three
training sessions led by members of
the planning committee to practice
managing difficult situations and
leading safe discussions. Dr. Hin-
derlie said that the facilitators are
excited and prepared and expect
the discussions to flow smoothly.

JeeHwan Kim may be reached
at jkim21@choate.edu
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NEW HAVEN PROTESTERS CALL FOR U.S.
WITHDRAWAL FROM MIDDLE EAST

\ E ﬂ’_ 71L7 =
umn 4

Hi‘iT:\El[ L R

No War

3
a

A\

o

e

ﬁ ﬁ [ Us. Ouf Sanctlon's
' C IRAQ' ug.'t:utlom-?a;t f

'-.-. ) llsm End the

/ .| Our Occup:
g P.u(yloys«malum&
[ A Livertion -pimeb

Anti-war demonstrators gather in New Haven on January 5 to protest the escalation of U.S.-Iran tensions.

By Amanda Li ’21
Associate Editor

On Sunday, January 5, more
than 150 citizens gathered on the
New Haven Green to demand the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from the
Middle East as part of the Act Now
to Stop War & End Racism (AN-
SWER) Coalition’s National Day
of Action. The hour-long event was
endorsed by many anti-war organi-
zations including Codepink, Popu-
lar Resistance, Veterans for Peace,
and World Beyond War. Protests
were also organized at more than
40 locations across the country, in-
cluding in Times Square, in front of
the White House, and at the door-
step of Trump Tower in Chicago.

In response to the December
31 attack by Iranian protesters on
the U.S. embassy in Baghdad, the
National Day of Action was cre-

ated with the hope that it would
“catalyze a new anti-war move-
ment to challenge the unfettered
military of the Trump administra-
tion,” said Ms. Maia Leonardo, an
ANSWER coalition organizer and
one of the speakers at the New Ha-
ven protest. Frustrated with recent
military actions taken by Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump P'0o, the
protestors expressed their dissat-
isfaction through chants, posters,
and speeches.

Speakers from the Council
on American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR), 350CT, and Connecticut
Progressives spoke about the re-
percussions of U.S. military inter-
vention in the Middle East. “We
tried to present as diverse a mes-
sage as we could while still giving
the same message: withdrawing
the U.S. out of the Middle East,”
said Ms. Leonardo.

Mr. Fahd Syed, the imam of the
United Muslim Mosque in Water-
bury and a member of CAIR, re-
flected on his personal experiences
in his speech, recalling, “When I
travel abroad, one of the first things
[Middle Easterners] tell me is ‘Why
do Americans hate us? Why do
they want to kill us?””’

“There was a fiery passion;
people felt very impassioned
about what they were believing
in,” said Ms. Shawnte Passmore,
a WFSB reporter who covered
the event. According to Ms. Pass-
more, chants of “Who’s the big-
gest terrorist? U.S. imperialism!”
and “What do we want? No war!”
echoed throughout the area.

The assassination of Iranian
General Qasem Soleimani, which
occurred two days prior to the
protest, highlighted the severity
of the issue for the protesters. “It

ation l

ANSWERCouliton.org

heightened the focus: this is not
just about getting U.S. troops out
of Iraq; this is about preventing a
catalytic war with Iran,” said Ms.
Leonardo. Each of the speakers
took time from their speech to
condemn the drone attack as un-
lawful and unjust.

Ms. Leonardo closed the pro-
test with a speech criticizing the
hypocrisy of current U.S. military
policies, arguing that excessive
military spending has, in part, ne-
glected the needs of citizens and
veterans. “There’s not enough
money to fund the V.A. and get
veterans the healthcare they need.
There’s not enough money for ed-
ucation. There’s not enough mon-
ey to combat global warming. But
there’s always money for war,” she
said. She emphasized the devas-
tation inflicted upon Iraq by U.S.
and coalition forces and the deaths

Photo courtesy of Liberation Newspaper

of hundreds of thousands of civil-
ians in the country.

According to Ms. Leonardo,
the ANSWER coalition hopes that
these protests will change public
opinion and pressure the U.S. gov-
ernment to withdraw U.S. troops
from the Middle East. “If [the pro-
testers'] objective was to reach the
news and have a presence on social
media, then those objectives were
met,” said Ms. Passmore.

With the ANSWER coalition’s
next Global Day of Action sched-
uled for January 25, the organiza-
tion hopes that attendees will con-
tinue to stay active and vocal about
the movement. “Ultimately, change
must come from globalized people
rather than depending on elected
officials,” Ms. Leonardo said.

Amanda Li may be reached
atali2l@choate.edu

Community

JAN. 17, 8:00 p.m.

Snoop Dogg: "I Wanna
Thank Me" Tour

Jam out to some classic rap
anthems with hip hop legend
Snoop Dogg.

Oakdale Theater
$60 general admission

JAN. 18, 10:00 a.m.

51st Annual Hartford
Boat Show

Check out hundreds of luxury
motor yachts, sport-fishing
boats, pontoon boats, inflat-
ables, and paddle boards.

Mohegan Sun, Uncasville
$15 general admission

JAN. 18, 10:00 a.m.

Around the World: China
View a screening of Redoubt,
a dialogue-free film following
the Roman goddess Diana’s
hunt for an elusive wolf.

Davis Street School, New
Haven

Free admission; no registration
required; $20 car ride

JAN. 18, 11:00 a.m.

Disney on Ice
Watch your favorite Disney
movies come to life on the ice.

XL Center, Hartford
$15-$80 admission; tickets
available online; $30 car ride

JAN. 18, 2:00 p.m.

Wallingford Writers Com-
munity

Meet up with local authors to
learn about the writing craft.

Wallingford Public Library
Free admission; no registration
required

HISTORIC HARTFORD
FIREHOUSE CLOSES

Having served the local com-
munity for over a century, a histor-
ic firehouse in Hartford left a void
in the hearts of many citizens after
it closed its doors on January 6.

Located on Pearl Street, the
102-year-old firehouse operat-
ed as a headquarters for firemen
protecting downtown Hartford.
Firemen stationed at this fire-
house have responded to count-
less emergencies over the past
century, including the 2003
Greenwood Health Center fire,
which killed 10 residents.

In recent years, the conditions
of the firehouse have deteriorated.
Water damage and mold have pen-
etrated the walls of the building,
and plumbing, heating, and venti-
lation systems have worn down.

Over the past four years, Hart-
ford has allocated approximately
$40,000 to renovating the fire sta-
tion. However, the city’s attempts
to restore the building have been
mostly unsuccessful. According to
the Hartford Courant, retired Fire
Chief Charles Teale, who served as
the chief of the station from 2000
to 2010, said, “It would be won-
derful to see it saved, but I don’t
think it’s possible.”

Photo courtesy of NBC Connecticut
The 102-year-old firehouse closed on January 6.

By Linda Phan ’22
Reporter

Many downtown Hartford
residents and businesses are con-
cerned about how the closing of
the firehouse will affect emergency
response times in the area. “Every
morning when my mom drove me
to school, we would see the fire-
house. The presence of the fire-
house was a symbol of peace and
security to me,” said Edwin Lopez
’23, a Choate student who lives in
downtown Hartford. “I think it
is quite sad that symbol won’t be
there any longer.”

The sixteen firefighters that
were stationed at the firehouse
and their equipment have been re-
located to the Sisson Avenue fire-
house. Still, Lopez said, “It won’t
be the same drive by the firehouse
with no firefighters.”

While many developers have
demonstrated interest in the
building, no plans have been con-
firmed yet. Because the fire station
is listed under the National Regis-
ter of Historical Places, and is pro-
tected under the Hartford Pres-
ervation Ordinance, no changes
can be made to the exterior of the
building. As of now, the future of
the 64,000-square-foot building
remains unclear.

Linda Phan may be reached
at lphan22@choate.edu

By Peter DiNatale *21
Associate Editor

Perhaps the most popular
restaurant among Choate stu-
dents, Colony Diner has served
inexpensive yet tasty meals to the
Wallingford community since it
opened in 2004.

Located on North Colony
Road in Wallingford, the restau-
rant offers a variety of meal op-
tions. For breakfast, one of the
most popular items on the menu
is the “craft your own omelette
section,” which allows the cus-
tomer to choose from several
combinations of toppings. The
diner also offers dishes for lunch
and dinner, including Italian clas-
sics such as shrimp scampi and
chicken parmigiana.

The owner of Colony Diner,
Mr. Eric Celik, went through an
exciting journey in order to pur-
sue his culinary career. His path
began in Turkey, and from there
he immigrated to Connecticut in
search of opportunity. Mr. Celik
started his career working as a
dishwasher and busboy at 91 Din-
erin New Haven, CT. “My first job
gave me the time and experience
I needed to learn English, admire
American culture, and develop
a passion for food,” he writes on
Colony Diner's website.

After working at 91 Diner,
Mr. Celik worked at Pop’s Fami-

Photo courtesy of Happy Cow

Colony Diner serves a variety of dishes, including quesadillas and homestyle fries.

ly Restaurant in Milford, CT. He
worked there for seven years as
a chef, further exploring his pas-

Colony Diner
611 North Colony Rd.

Open daily for break-
fast, lunch, and dinner

sion for cooking. Before opening
Colony Diner, he purchased Miss
Washington Diner in New Brit-

ain, CT, the first business that he
managed. “I have navigated every
part of the restaurant chain, truly
starting at the very bottom and
slowly but surely working my way
up,” Mr. Celik writes.

Finally, after spending sev-
eral years building his culinary
career, Mr. Celik opened Col-
ony Diner. The restaurant has
grown to be one of the busi-
est eateries in town. Mr. Celik
keeps the diner open 15 hours

each week day and 21 hours on
the weekends.

“My team, my family, and I
are proud that Colony Diner can
provide the best dining experience
we know how,” Mr. Celik writes.
“Colony Diner is where people go
to eat great good at fair prices, re-
ceive exceptional service, and en-
joy a cozy, family atmosphere.”

Peter DiNatale may be reached
at pdinatale21@choate.edu
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CHOATE CLASSES

NEED

MORE

EXPERIENTIAL
LEARNING

By Renee Jiang 22
Opinions Writer

very student has a
unique learning style
suited to their needs,
whether it’s visual, verbal, au-
ditory, or kinesthetic. Choate
exposes its students to a vari-
ety of learning styles, offering
students the opportunity to be
open to different ways of learn-
ing. The way a class is taught
depends on the subject; for in-
stance, STEM classes usually
involve more hands-on learn-
ing, whereas Humanities class-
es are more discussion-based.
However, many Choate classes
are missing a less traditional
but interactive and captivating
activity: field trips.
Field trips spark curiosity

Apart from a few arts class-
es, field trips are an uncom-
mon occurrence at Choate,
likely because there seem to be
limited options for field trips.
Connecticut, however, is home
to many renowned sites and
museums, such as the Mark
Twain House, Gillette Castle,
and more. At these locations,
students can examine prima-
ry sources to help them gain
more outside context for their
course. Interactions with the
real world and visual learning
encourage more critical think-
ing and gives texture to the
classroom material.

Despite the availability of
potential field trip locations
nearby, it is often difficult for
Choate students to participate
without sacrificing other com-

and interest in the subject, en- mitments. Missing a whole
gaging students day of class
with the course means an im-
in a world be- mense make-
yond our cam- up workload
pus. Scientific for most, and
1studles have Field trips not the varl’ety of
ong  support- students’ com-
ed the idea that only help spark mitments  in
ﬁ'eld trip expe- students' curio Sity the afternoon
riences are both means  there

more engaging
and memora-
ble than many

in the class, but also
create a memory

isn’t a single
period of time
when all stu-

other classroom  that will probably dents in one
experiences. A . class might be
study published Stay with themf or free.

in Science Ed- years to come. During the

ucation found

that  students

on field trips

expressed  in-

creased enthu-

siasm and were

more likely to have future in-
terest in subjects related to the
trip. Another study published in
Curator: The Museum Journal
interviewed a group of twenty
adults and found that over 90%
could remember a field trip they
had taken during elementary
school as well as a specific de-
tail, such as their age at the time
of the trip. Field trips not only
help spark students’ curiosity
in the class, but also create a
memory that will probably stay
with them for years to come.
It also provides a much-need-
ed change of pace to the usual
classroom environment. Fur-
thermore, field trips impact
students’ performance during
school and beyond.

midterm, many
exhausted stu-
dents approach
their  classes
without any en-
thusiasm and
passion. Bringing the class out-
side, as little as once a month,
can reinvigorate students.
Choate teaches students that
one learning style does not fit
everyone. Since most classes are
heavily classroom-based, more
field trips should be offered so all
students can be exposed to more
interactive learning. Field trips
are not just enjoyable, but en-
rich a student’s education. They
can transform a student’s career
by helping them develop an ad-
vanced interest in a particular
field and inspire further explora-
tion.

Renee Jiang is a fourth-former
from Hopkinton, Mass. She may be
reached at riiang22@choate.edu

CuoAatTk's "PErrECT PATH"
DoesNn'T HAVE To BE Yours

By Rachel Pittman ’22
Associate Editor

ast week, juniors took the
first step toward their fu-
ure: they were assigned
college counselors. Of course,
most Choate students attend col-
lege. However, for some students,
college is not the best next step
in their lives. Choate advertises
itself as a “place of many paths,”
and yet all students are assigned a
counselor who assists them with
the college process, which is of-
ten, if not always, the sole path.
At Choate, we are bombard-
ed with pressure to get into
top-notch universities, enabling
students to feel that they have
wasted their Choate education
if they do not get into a pres-
tigious school. Even Choate’s
mission statement declares that
through a lively curriculum and
character building atmosphere,
“students are prepared to seek
knowledge for its own sake and
to pursue further study at the
finest colleges and universities.”
Nevertheless, there are al-
ternatives to college that are
equally as stimulating and
valuable. Joining the military
can be a rewarding experience
to pursue many different pas-
sions at a low cost. Apprentice-
ships and trade schools allow
students to get hands-on expe-
rience shortly after high school.
Attending community college
before transferring to a differ-
ent school, or taking a gap year
to volunteer or travel before
making any decisions about the
future may prove to be more
beneficial than rushing directly
into college after graduation.
As a school that looks to
cultivate a sense of community,
strong character, and curiosity,
we as students shouldn’t adopt
the mentality of solely striving
for the “best” university, and
instead, encourage one another
to pursue a path that will devel-
op our passions and allow us to
reach our personal goals.
However, there is only so
much the School can do. This
problem is closely tied to our

society-wide obsession  with
“success.” Everyday, students
panic about the "dreadful" 89%
they received on their last test,
compete over who got the least
amount of sleep, or critique each
others’ extracurricular choices as
they, with raised eyebrows, re-
mark, “What will colleges think?”
For many, the result of every
quiz, selection of every class,
and application to every special
program is strategically planned
out in anticipation of college, and
subsequently, a career.

The college-admission sys-
tem, as well as the traditional
Western standard for success, is
flawed, but what is more deeply
problematic is the toll it takes on
the culture of public and private
high schools across the world.
André E. Phillips, Director of
the Office of Admissions and
Recruitment at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, told the
New York Times's Frank Bruni,
“We’ve spent so much time
talking about packaging that it
suggests that the real trick of
the collegiate endeavor is to be
packaged.” Say a student works
hard during high school to mold
themselves into the perfect col-
lege candidate — receiving good

grades, high test scores, volun-
teer hours, extracurricular pur-
suits, and leadership positions
— and is then admitted to their
dream school. They go off to their
dream school satisfied and pre-
pared to study a topic that they
believe will put them on track for
“success,” and eventually grad-
uate with a steady, high-paying
job. But, what then? Are they
happy? What will they have left
of themselves? These are the
questions we, as high schoolers,
must ask ourselves.

Cheating yourself of a high-
school experience by pursuing
interests that don’t excite you is
essentially a lie. The admissions
officer isn’t seeing you or your
passions; they are seeing your
“packaging.” This changing
of yourself for college admis-
sions, even if you do get into a
top school, does not guarantee
“success.” In 2013, the Chroni-
cle of Higher Education looked
at one year’s group of Fulbright
scholars and determined which
schools had produced the high-
est number of winners. Arizona
State University, Rutgers, and
the University of Texas all pro-
duced more Fulbright winners
than Yale, Columbia, Duke,

Graphic by Sesame Gaetsaloe/The Choate News

and Stanford. In fact, Stanford
tied with Ohio State Universi-
ty, even though more Stanford
students applied. While top
schools tend to have more op-
portunities, they do not, by any
means, guarantee money, fame,
or, most important, happiness.

And so, I implore you: think
about the class, the club, or the
activity that makes you tick. The
thing that keeps you staring at
the ceiling at night, practically
bubbling over with excitement.
Pursue this thing. Whether it
is the thought of construction,
religion, sculpture, biology, pol-
itics, or serving your country,
chase after it with the same pas-
sion and wonder what drew you
to it in the first place. This might
mean enrolling in a trade school,
enlisting in the military, or at-
tending Yale. Whatever you do,
do it because you want to. With
luck, soon our community, both
local and global, will improve it-
self to support you better as you
make the courageous decision
to follow your own path.

Rachel Pittmanis a
fourth-former from Cheshire,
Conn. She may be reached at

rpittman22@choate.edu

A BETTER WAY TO CARRY OUT
HOLIDAY PROGRAM

By Elton Zheng 22
Opinions Writer

e last day before winter
break each year, Choate
hosts its annual Holiday

Program. While many students en-
joy this time together
to destress after an
intense three- to four-
week period of bom-
bardment by essays
and exams, many
dislike that they are
required to attend the
Holiday Program.

At Choate, spe-
cial programs, or
events that encour-
age or mandate
school-wide partic-
ipation, can be di-
vided into two cat-
egories:  practical
and recreational.
There are several
weekly practical
meetings that stu-
dents are required
to attend, such as
School Meetings on Tuesdays
and Form or Adviser Meetings
on Wednesdays. These pro-
grams are used to share import-
ant announcements and discuss
upcoming events.

In contrast, many programs
like the Physics Phlotilla, theater
productions, and SAC dances are
recreational. They are intended
for students to have some fun,
and they often have high turn-

out. However, unlike practical
programs, they are not manda-
tory. So, what category does the
Holiday Program fall under?

In some ways, the Holiday
Program is practical; it provides
avenue for students to perform.

Absence:

given thing, it is your respon-
sibility to make sure that the
activity is worthwhile. It can be
hard to try to purposefully re-
lax or have fun, especially with
looming deadlines. However,
when you have no choice but to

Holiday Program

Please see your
form dean.

However, all other musical per-
formances at Choate are recre-
ational and optional. Christmas
songs are festive and cheerful
and meant to be listened to rec-
reationally. If everything in the
Holiday Program is recreation-
al, why should the Holiday Pro-
gram be mandatory?
Sometimes not having to
make a decision can relieve
stress. If you choose to do any

Graphic by Elton Zheng/The Choate News

relax, it takes away the feeling in
the back of your head that you
could be doing something better
with your time. In terms of the
Holiday Program, it may be eas-
ier to enjoy it when it’s manda-
tory without feeling responsible
for your loss of time.

However, if you believe that
you know the best for yourself
then it would make sense that you
decide whether or not to attend.

There are many possible al-
ternatives to the Holiday Pro-
gram that could be more fun for
the student body. For instance,
it might be nice to do a wintery
and Christmas-themed com-
petition, similar to the Phlotil-

la which is both a
Physics and sum-
mer-themed event.
This could encour-
age some school
spirit and be a nice
way to unwind after
a busy few weeks.

Overall, the
mandatory nature
of the Holiday

Program has been
a source of major
contention toward
the end of Winter-
lude. Many love the
joyful experience
of the event; oth-
ers dislike the lack
of originality of the
repetitive  yearly
program and how
it interferes with
international students’ travel
arrangements. While the Hol-
iday Program is a nice com-
munity-building idea, the exe-
cution of the program must be
improved to be more engaging
and creative or be made op-
tional for all students.

Elton Zheng is a fourth-former
from Westport, Conn. He may be
reached at ezheng22@choate.edu
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By Alex Aronov ’22
Staff Reporter

General Qasem Soleimani,
former commander of the Irani-
an Revolutionary Guard, was a
vicious terrorist, heartless mass
murderer, and military lead-
er with no respect for human
life. He was responsible for the
deaths of hundreds of Ameri-
cans in the Iraq War, re-armed
the radical Islamic terrorists
Hezbollah near Israel, aided
the terrorist Houthis, contrib-
uted to the building of Islam-
ic Jihad along the Gaza Strip,
supported the Assad regime
fighting for control of Syria,
and was responsible for terror
attacks against the U.S. in Iraq
and worldwide. The idea that
killing Soleimani was morally
wrong is simply untrue. Look-
ing back, was it a viable strate-
gic and diplomatic move to kill
Soleimani, and what should the
U.S. do moving forward?

There are many arguments
against killing Soleimani, one
being that this attack was an
assassination, which is in vio-
lation of American law under
Executive Order 2.11: Prohi-
bition on Assassination. The
Left pointed to this executive
order created by former pres-
ident Ronald Reagan, which
banned assassinations of for-
eign officials by the U.S. The
key difference in the killing of
Soleimani was that he and the

| 7%e Choate News predenty... |

The Great Debate

Should the U.S. have killed Soleimani?

Iranian Revolutionary Guard
Corps were categorized as ter-
rorists earlier in the year, mak-
ing Soleimani not an official in
a legal government but a crim-
inal. Additionally, because he
was outside of Iran at the time
of his death, this was merely the
elimination of a terrorist in an
ally’s territory.

Iran abused its
situation, and after
years of taking the

hits, the United States
finally defended its
citizens, its allies,
and its sovereignty.

Democrats further cit-
ed that President Donald J.
Trump P’o0 delegated the use
of military force without Con-
gressional approval. This is not
true, however, as the attack
happened in Iraq, where there
was already an American mili-
tary presence, granting Trump,
as Commander-in-Chief of the
U.S. military, the authority to
act based on past authorization.

The other narrative brought
forth by opponents of Soleima-

ni’s death is that Trump’s strike
exacerbated the pre-existing
tensions between the U.S. and
Iran. This statement complete-
ly disregards Iran’s actions in
the past and pushes blame onto
Trump instead. In the past two
years alone, Iran has attacked
internationally flagged ships
in the Strait of Hormuz, fired
rockets upon Americans in Iraq,
downed American drones flying
over Iraq, and most recently,
attacked and burned down the
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad. Iran
abused its situation, and af-
ter years of taking the hits, the
United States finally defended
its citizens, its allies, and its
sovereignty.

The goal of the attack was to
re-establish deterrence, some-
thing lost under the Obama ad-
ministration with the signing of
the Iranian Nuclear Deal. Now,
Iran will threaten and try to in-
timidate the U.S. —in fact, it has
already attempted to do so —
but it ultimately wouldn’t dare
risk war with us. And if they do,
we will fight back with minimal
U.S. casualties. Although the
killing of Soleimani can be seen
as a risky and alarming move, it
gives the United States the best
strategic outcome to end terror
in Iran and finally establish a
democratic Middle East.

Alex Aronov is a fourth-former
from Chicago. He may be reached
at aaronov22@choate.edu

By Sabahat Rahman 21
Staff Reporter

Two weeks ago, the death of
Iranian General Qasem Soleima-
ni took the media by storm with
what one American expatriate in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia described
as “the most major development
in the Middle East of the last ten
years.” The events following the
attack demonstrated that the top
Iranian general’s assassination
was a brash, unmediated, and
dangerous move.

For one, President Donald J.
Trump P’00 carried out the attack
without Congressional approval,
leaving many in Congress feeling
frustrated and overlooked. Dem-
ocratic Connecticut Senator Chris
Murphy, tweeted, “Did America
just assassinate, without any con-
gressional authorization, the sec-
ond most powerful person in Iran,
knowingly setting off a potential
massive regional war?” President
Trump’s spontaneous decision
to kill Soleimani left his fellow
lawmakers more mistrusting
of him than ever. In a time of
American bipartisanship and
political polarization, the last
thing President Trump should
have done was make such a risky
decision without first consulting
members of Congress.

Furthermore, it is clear that
the repercussions of Soleimani’s
assassination have had disas-
trous effects on many people’s
lives, both in the United States

and Iran. Memes and TikTok
videos of getting drafted into
the U.S. military, which went
viral in the days following Solei-
mani’s death, hinted at a much
scarier reality: thousands of
American soldiers have already
been sent to the Middle East.
Following Soleimani’s death,
Iranians across the country ral-
lied for revenge and unified be-
hind the front of defeating the
U.S. The Iranian government
went so far as to launch missiles
at two American bases in Iraq.

Trump’s killing
of Soleimani only
jeopardizes principles
of justice and
decency fundamental
to the U.S.

The assassination of Qasem
Soleimani was a poor decision by
the White House because its re-
purcussions have not only hurt
Iranian citizens, but also those
aboard a Boeing 7737. The Iranian
government launched two sur-
face-to-air missiles at a Boeing
737, thinking they were hitting an
American plane. The crash result-
ed in the deaths of all 176 people
on board. Trump may have in-
tended to kill a single man, but he
inadvertently endangered or killed
thousands of others. The danger

(

within Iran has exponentially in-
creased, and the country now fears
that even a passenger aircraft may
be a threat to its sovereignty.

When U.S. President Barack
Obama ordered the raid that
killed Osama bin Laden in 2011,
the White House was relatively
solemn and subdued about the
killing. On the other hand, Pres-
ident Trump tweeted an Amer-
ican flag minutes before the
Pentagon confirmed they had
killed Soleimani. He cheered at
his first rally of 2020 in Tole-
do, Ohio, saying that Soleimani
“was a bloodthirsty terror and
now he’s no longer a terror, he’s
dead.” His death could be ar-
gued as a necessity, but the fact
that it was celebrated is perhaps
just as “bloodthirsty.” How bar-
baric is it to celebrate murdering
someone, especially when the
victim was shot unaware? And
what positive effect did it pro-
duce, except to further infuriate
Iranians and incite their anger?
Trump’s Kkilling of Soleimani
only jeopardizes principles of
justice and decency fundamen-
tal to the U.S.

In Kkilling Soleimani, the
White House aggravated its
already fragile relationship
with Iran. Now, if tension isn’t
resolved, we will all suffer its
consequences.

Sabahat Rahman s a fifth-former
from Dhahran. She may be reachea
at srahman2l@choate.edu

FLaweD IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS: AN ATTACK ON

AMERICAN VALUES

On January 15, the House voted to send the articles of impeachment against President Donald Trump P'00 to the Senate.

By Niki Gummadi ’21
Associate Editor

On December 18, 2019, the
United States House of Represen-
tatives approved articles of im-
peachment against President Don-
ald J. Trump P’00, making him the
third U.S. president in history to
be impeached. The House charged
Trump with abuse of power and
obstruction of Congress in the wake
of the Ukraine scandal, in which
Trump was accused of soliciting the
help of foreign powers to help him
win a 2020 reelection. Regardless
of whether or not Trump is guilty
of all the allegations, there is no
doubt that the method with which
congressional Republicans have
handled the impeachment process
will only hurt the American public
in the long run.

On January 6, John Bolton,
former National Security Adviser
to President Trump, announced
that he would be willing to testify
in Trump’s impeachment trial if

the Senate were to subpoena him.
After hearing this, Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
announced that he would move
forward with the impeachment tri-
al without making any deals about
which witnesses would be called
to testify or which evidence would
be considered. This was a thinly
veiled attempt to block Bolton,
someone with deep knowledge of
Trump’s activity in Ukraine, from
testifying against his former boss.
In light of McConnell’s announce-
ment, the American public must
ask itself what the Majority Lead-
er is trying to hide. If, as congres-
sional Republicans insist, Trump
truly has done nothing wrong,
there would be no harm in allow-
ing Bolton to testify. Republicans
have a responsibility to prioritize
protecting their constituents from
a corrupt government over adher-
ing to party loyalty.

Throughout the impeach-
ment process, Republicans have
consistently shown that they are

more dedicated to their president
than they are to the truth, and, by
effect, their country. During the
House impeachment inquiry, the
White House successfully blocked
the subpoenas of important docu-
ments and stonewalled testimony
from many of Trump’s advisers.
Despite this blatant attempt at a
cover-up, congressional Repub-
licans have yet to put their foot
down. In fact, they have done quite
the opposite. For weeks, McConnell
has promised a “speedy acquittal,”
a promise that is concerning when
one takes into account that McCon-
nell has yet to see any evidence. Es-
sentially, McConnell is promising
to allow President Trump to get off
scot-free, regardless of innocence.
The American people deserve a fair
trial — one that is influenced by ev-
idence and reliable testimony, not a
Republican power grab.
Republicans in the Senate, Mc-
Connell in particular, have been
claiming that their handling of the
trial is based on the nation’s most

recent example: the impeachment
of former president Bill Clinton.
However, this argument is invalid
for many reasons. For one, there
are stark differences between the
two president’s attitudes about
their impeachments. Clinton
spoke about his impeachment in
1998, saying, “It’s not in my hands.
It’s in the hands of Congress and
the people of this country.” Trump
has echoed the exact opposite sen-
timent by sending out multiple
tweets calling his impeachment a
“hoax” and a “witch hunt.” His use
of Twitter is a desperate attempt
to undermine the impeachment
process. Through the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, the United
States Constitution says that no
one government official is above
the rule of law, not even the pres-
ident: “Every individual is equal
before and under the law and has
the right to the equal protection
and equal benefit of the law with-
out discrimination and, in partic-
ular, without discrimination based

on race, national or ethnic origin,
color, religion, sex, age or mental
or physical disability.” Clinton ac-
knowledged this Constitutional
cornerstone, but Donald Trump
choose to neglect it, which is why
McConnell cannot simply use the
same “template” as the Clinton
hearings. In addition, because
Clinton was aware that he was not
above the law, the House of Rep-
resentatives was able to carry out
an impeachment inquiry with all
the relevant documents and nec-
essary witnesses. Because of this,
the 1998 Senate was able to hold
a trial that took all the available in-
formation into account. This is not
the case with President Trump.
The current Senate will be oper-
ating on a completely different
playing field because they will not
be privy to the same amount of
information that the 1998 Senate
was. So, Mitch McConnell must
create a new set of rules to govern
Trump’s trial so that the Senate
can make an informed decision.

Photo courtesy of Politico

Congressional ~ Republicans
might think that their stonewall-
ing of the impeachment trial is
giving them more power, but they
are only undermining American
strength in the process. If we al-
low this president to invite for-
eign interference in American
affairs and later meddle in the im-
peachment process when he gets
caught, what is stopping a future
president from doing the same?
Republicans would do well to real-
ize that there is no guarantee that
this will not happen again, and it
might not be a Republican presi-
dent next time. If the Republicans
are able to hold Donald Trump ac-
countable and set a precedent of
fair, unbiased trials, it will be not
only a show of good faith to the
American public but, ultimately,
an act of self-preservation.

Niki Gummadi is a fifth-
former from Ocala, Fla.
She may be reached at

ngummadi2l@choate.edu



FEATURES

PaGe 6 || THE CHoATE NEWS

FrIDAY, JANUARY 17, 2020

Joe's Customs, Choate's Newest Student-Run Business

By Natarsha Yan 21
Staff Reporter

As countless entrepreneurs
have proven time and time again,
the merging of passion and work
has the potential to produce inno-
vative and successful businesses.
But businesses don’t need to be
on Shark Tank to thrive; here on
campus, we have some of our own
developing businesses. Recently,
I had the opportunity to sit down
with Macie Simmons ’22 and Alex
Reitman 22, the two students be-
hind the newest business on cam-
pus: Joe’s Customs.

Joe’s Customs, a custom
phone-case business, began as
a casual joke between friends.
Reitman often posted photos of
his artwork online, and friends
around him soon began taking
notice of his paintings and draw-
ings. After people saw a phone
case cover that Reitman designed
for himself, they began to wonder

if he might be able to paint their
phone cases, too.

After an increasing number
of requests from fellow students,
Reitman asked fellow art student
Simmons to collaborate. Last
fall, just before Thanksgiving
break, they officially established
Joe’s Customs as a business.

Reitman and Simmons pains-
takingly paint all of their products
by hand, and each phone case is a
careful artistic rendition charac-
terized by bold strokes and bright
colors. Though it’s only been two
months since the advent of Joe’s
Customs, the business has sold
fifteen phone cases, and all cus-
tomer feedback has been re-
soundingly positive.

When asked about the ori-
gins of the name “Joe’s Customs,”
the pair immediately turned to
each other and laughed. “There
is no specific meaning behind the
name,” they explained. “We just
thought of the most generic name

Alex Reitman "22 works on a new design.

— Joe — and came up with the
whole thing randomly.”

The actual process of designing
the phone cases is surprisingly sim-
ple, but the task of painting is any-
thing but. Reitman explained that
they first tape over the edges of the

Photo courtesy of Macie Simmons

phone cases that will not be paint-
ed. Next, they cover the case in
white acrylic paint, and then draw
over this painted background us-
ing permanent marker. Once these
preparatory steps are complete,
they paint the design onto the case

over the permanent marker out-
line. “But it doesn't just end here!”
Simmons cautioned. “You can’t
forget to cover the whole thing with
nail polish at the very end. This is
the absolute most vital step.” With-
out the nail polish cover, the paint-
ings on the cases can smudge and
won't stay on for long.

Designs for the phone cases
are varied; several of their past
products have been posted on their
Instagram page @joes.customs.
They use a zero in place of the “0”
because, as Reitman put it, “Some-
one already took the username
@joes.customs, so we had to get
creative” — much like the phone
cases they make.

Prices for the products range
from $15 to $20. Typically, a buy-
er will bring in their own phone
case for Reitman and Simmons to
design and paint over. However, if
their order numbers significantly
increase from the fifteen they've
already sold, the pair is consider-

ing buying their own phone cases
in bulk so that customers will then
be able to purchase phone cases
without bringing their own in.

Simmons and Reitman have
high hopes for their business.
They envision expanding their
business to the painting of more
than just phone cases: already,
they have painted sneakers for
customers, an endeavor that
proved to be a hit. Reitman and
Simmons are also considering
painting tote bags and dorm
room posters.

Business promotion has oc-
curred through word of mouth
and social media. For Simmons
and Reitman, this method has
proved successful. Without a
doubt, Simmons and Reitman’s
excitement for art and their busi-
ness will continue to drive growth
of Joe’s Customs.

Natarsha Yan may be reached
at nyan2l@choate.edu

Inside the Kitchen with EAC:
Plant-Based Blondies

Photo courtesy of AdaptedEats

Plant-based blondies are a more sustainable option than traditional blondies.

By Sidharth Rao 23
Reporter

Choate’s Environmental Action
Coalition (EAC) recently held a fes-
tive holiday event during which
community members could buy
plant-based blondies made in the
Student Activities Center kitchen.
The sale was held in order to pro-
mote the mission of the EAC, which
is to encourage sustainability and
environmental awareness. The
EAC used plant-based ingredients,
rather than the traditional eggs and
butter, in order to be more environ-
mentally conscious.

Peter Di Natale 21, a member
of the EAC board, was in charge of

planning the event. “Overall, it was
a really fun and exciting event. 'm
glad we did it,” he said. The event
not only raised money to support
future EAC events, such as hosting
speakers on campus and off-cam-
pus field trips, but it also allowed
the club to connect more directly
with the larger Choate community.

Ingredients
1 15 oz. can of chickpeas,
drained
1/2 cup nut butter of choice
1/3 cup maple syrup
1/4 cup oats or oat flour
1 tsp. cinnamon
1tsp. vanilla extract
1/2 tsp. baking powder

1/4 tsp. salt
1/4—1/2 cup vegan chocolate
chips or carob chips

Preparation
Preheat the oven to 350 de-
grees.
Add all ingredients except
the chocolate chips into a
food processor or blender
and mix well.
Fold in the chocolate chips.
Pour batter into a pre-greased
or pre-lined 8 x 8 baking dish.
Bake for 30 minutes. Let cool
before cutting into squares.

Sidharth Rao may be reached
at srao23@choate.edu

A TEACHER'S GUIDE
TO KEEPING STUDENTS
ATTENTIVE IN CLASS

By Richard Chen ’22
Staff Reporter

After vacations at sunny re-
sorts and long, jet-lag-inducing
flights, returning to campus
from break can be disappointing
to students. Approaching mid-
terms pile onto the disappoint-
ment from the start of school.
Fed up with drowsy classes and
inattentive students, teachers
find creative ways to keep stu-
dents focused.

Science teacher Ms. Casey
Kelsey finds it is helpful to allow
students to eat in her class. “We let
kids eat if they’re bringing food in
from lunch,” she said. “If students
are hungry, they have trouble pay-
ing attention in class, so having a
little bit of food helps with that.”

Ms. Kelsey is also known for
sharing fruit and tea with her
students: “I got the idea from
[arts teacher] Mr. Aaron So-
ber who was making a big pot
of tea for his ceramics classes.
One day I saw him doing it, and
I thought, ‘This is so lovely. I
should do this in my classes.”
However, food is often not al-
lowed during classes, especial-
ly in settings with strict safety
rules such as labs, so depending

on food for an energy boost is
not always possible.

HPRSS teacher Mr. Jim Da-
vidson prefers telling jokes in class
in order to keep students focused.
He said, “I have known for a while
that humor can catch one’s atten-
tion and offer a new perspective.”
He explained that in class, whether
students are falling asleep or sim-
ply struggling to understand the
material, a change in pace makes
it easier to refocus groups. “We are
all very serious, so a simple nod
of humor can help students shift
gears and react differently. I've
heard that a good smile or laugh
moves 23 facial muscles, which is
also good for our brain.”

In many cases, lack of energy
isn’t the primary issue for stu-
dents struggling to maintain focus
in class. Students find difficulty in
concentrating in long, arduous
classes. Seventy-minute classes
are notorious for their length,
leading students to embark on
“water breaks” in the middle of
classes to wake themselves up,
often sitting in the Humanities
Rotunda or meandering around
hallways for a few minutes.

When asked about ways to
maintain focus in class, Mr. Da-
vidson suggested, “Sit up. Look

for opportunities to speak up and
answer questions. Take orderly
notes, think about the notes you
are taking, and try new styles of
organizing them.”

History teacher Ms. Cindy
Okrah uses yet another method
to keep students engaged: medi-
tation. Rhea Shah ’22, one of her
students, said, “Meditation is nice
because it gives us some time to
recollect our thoughts and allow
us to get into the class mindset. It
is one of the few times in the day
when I can allow my thoughts to
slow down.” Such meditation is
easily accessible through apps
such as Headspace which gives
daily reminders and tips on what
kinds of meditation to do before
different activities.

Many approaches have been
attempted over the years at
Choate as teachers try to refocus
their students with varying de-
grees of success — all with seem-
ingly distinct effects on student
well being. However, the ma-
jority of the weight still lies on
students’ shoulders to maintain
their focus in class despite post-
break dreariness.

Richard Chen may be reached
at rchen22@choate.edu

TikTok Craze Hits — And Hurts, Many Say — Choate's Campus

By Brian Harder ’23
Reporter

The use of TikTok, a video
sharing app created by a Bei-
jing-based company, has become
widespread on the Choate cam-
pus, particularly with the under-
classmen. Like other social media,
TikTok is entertaining, but it can
become quite addicting. While
some Choate students fully enjoy
using the app, others have found it
harmful to student life.

TikTok became extremely
popular in October of 2018, but
it was actually released a year be-
fore. Some Choate students, such
as Alex Skrypek '23, were intro-
duced to the app from ads. Others
saw it on other social media plat-
forms and were intrigued.

TikTok is a video-creation
app, and it is similar to Instagram
in that people can follow other
users, post comments, and like
posts. Most of these clips tend to
be amusing, and this is what draws
many students in. “With so much
content on the app, it is an endless
source of these funny videos,” said
Wylee Fichera ’21. “Users can also
make their own videos. Since they
tend to be ridiculous as opposed to
serious, this is fun as well.”

Fichera, along with Skrypek,
views TikTok as similar to Vine, a
video sharing app that shut down
in 2017 on which users could view
and create six-second video clips.
The app can also be interactive,

Choate students' use of TikTok has risen dramatically since the start of the school year.

just like other social media. Users
can meet people on TikTok and
see their ideas.

Despite the entertainment
that TikTok can provide, there
are obvious drawbacks to the app.
Skrypek has found that he wastes
a large portion of his time on the
app. “It’s pretty bad. A lot of peo-
ple are addicted to it. I put a screen
time limit [on TikTok], which is
the first app I've ever used one on.”
Overuse can impinge on a student’s
academic performance and overall

wellbeing. Scrolling through so-
cial media distracts students, and
it keeps them from studying and
doing homework.

According to Fichera, the app
has had negative effects on stu-
dents' body image: “You see a lot
of people on the app that don’t look
the same as you, and you get a little
self-conscious.”

“People have shown me some
TikToks, and the trend is that girls
only get likes when they objectify
themselves, which really upsets me

and makes me question the plat-
form itself,” said Serena Levin 20.
“I don’t subscribe to the app be-
cause of that reason. I don’t want to
be using an app that is fueled by the
objectification of young girls.”

As with any social media, usage
of the app is difficult to keep under
control. Levin explained, “I don’t
personally use the app because I
have seen how addictive it has be-
come for some of my friends.” With
many using the app for hours a day,
it makes sense that those who have
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not downloaded it would be skep-
tical of trying it. In fact, avoiding
TikTok could be a better option,
especially for those with time man-
agement issues.

Unfortunately, the app has
become so popular that many
people download it despite its
negative effects on their produc-
tivity. Levin and her fellow Nich-
ols prefects made a rule banning
TikTok in response to the amount
it was used by Nichols residents.
Although the rule was a joke and

not really enforced, the message
is still clear: TikTok is constant-
ly being used by students — even
when they should be getting work
done or going to bed.

Another concern with TikTok
is data privacy. Just like other so-
cial media apps, including Face-
book, users take the risk of their
data being stolen and distributed
when they download the app.
However, social media tends to
be very engaging, which distracts
users from this problem. “People
are mindlessly using it for enter-
tainment but not thinking about
the consequences,” Levin said.

With users constantly up-
loading new content to TikTok, it
seems that the app will be around
for some time. “I think it'll be
like Vine. It'll keep on being used
until it gets shut down,” said
Skrypek about the app’s future.
He continued, “Facebook, an-
other popular social media plat-
form, has been around for over
a decade and remains relevant. I
think TikTok will likely stay this
way as well, especially in teenage
age groups where the app is most
popular,” said Skrypek.

Will users ever be able to
curb their TikTok addiction?
Who knows.

“I honestly think TikTiok is
stupid,” said Fichera. “But it’s
still fun.”

Brian Harder may be reached
at bharder23@choate.edu
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DeceENNIAL REviEw Asks ARTS
DeEPARTMENT TO ExAMINE THYSELF

By Tony Lee ’21
Associate Editor

While teachers have regu-
lar course evaluations, each of
Choate’s academic departments
reflect upon their curricula, pro-
grams, teaching methods, and all
other facets of the department in
a holistic internal review every
ten years. The Arts department
has recently completed its one
year of internal reflection and
welcomed a panel of guest art-
ists and, last week, art faculty
from Phillips Exeter Academy,
Rutgers University, and other
institutions for external review
of the department.

The internal review process
first began with one year of in-
ternal review, in which all faculty
assessed the work of the depart-
ment. “In the year of internal re-
flection, the department spends
time really re-evaluating and
thinking about what we do and
how we do it,” Ms. Kalya Yan-
natos, Head of the Arts Depart-
ment, said. “We're identifying
areas in which we should grow,
or change, or think sensitively
about. We look at areas in which
things are doing great, and areas
that have changed that might
need further thought.”

The internal review mainly
consisted of frequent conver-
sations within the department.
According to Ms. Yannatos, eq-
uity and inclusion, as well as the
general student experience in
the arts, were key topics. At the
end of the year, the Arts depart-
ment’s reflections culminated in
a 103-page document.

The reflections document
was compiled with an extensive
list of other documents, includ-
ing the department handbook,
resumes, statements of teach-
ing, and course syllabi, and it
was sent to a panel for external
review. This panel consisted of

the Head of Arts from Northfield
Mount Hermon School, Head of
Music from Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy, theater faculty from the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, and others.

The visiting committee’s ex-
perience at Choate began with
a tour of the campus with Arts
Concentration students and Gold
Key tour guides Di’anna Bonom-
olo 20, Eliana Kim 20, Yasemin
Cobanoglu ’21, and Derek Ng ’20.
Then, the Arts department wel-
comed the guests with a dinner
last Sunday.

Ms. Yannatos said, “They’ll
arrive here having read a lot
about us, and they’ll spend
a whirlwind two days with
us from Sunday afternoon to
Tuesday after lunch. They will
observe classes and interact
with the arts students, meet
with us faculty program by
program, discipline by disci-
pline. They’ll also meet with
the administration and various
constituencies.”

On Monday, the guest pan-
el learned about the upcoming
PMAC renovation from Head
of School Dr. Alex Curtis and
enjoyed lunch with Choate stu-
dents in the dining hall. Noting
the lack of a large, secure space
for faculty and student art ex-
hibits in the current PMAC, Ms.
Mona Seno, a member of the
visual arts department at peer
school N.M.H., suggested cre-
ating an enclosed gallery. Other
common topics discussed were
the active student participation
in the various arts disciplines at
Choate, as well as a rising need
for schools to increase diversity
in their arts department.

“They reflect as a group on
what they've seen and what
they’'ve heard, and then think
about some key questions,” Ms.
Yannatos continued. “Are we
doing what we say we're doing?

Are we doing it well? Do you see
ways that we can improve? Do
you see ways we can enhance the
student experience? They’ll mull
over these questions and write a
document with their reflections
and suggestions.”

The Arts department will
receive the comments and
thoughts from the external pan-
el in the spring. The department
will read the panel’s report and
process its input.

According to Ms. Yannatos,
the Arts Department has expe-
rienced something of a period
of transition in recent years. The
review, she said, “came in a mo-
ment when we were already chal-
lenged by some faculty absences.
We have recently hired three
people, which is challenging for
a department that’s the smallest
full-time workforce. We wel-
come three brand new teachers
and we say, ‘We're midstream
in this process of reflection.” But
they can’t really reflect when
they haven't been able to expe-
rience much yet.”

Ms. Yannatos compared the
present with her memories of
joining Choate nine years ago.
“When I first came to Choate,
most of the faculty in the Arts de-
partment had been here for thir-
ty to forty years. Now we have
a department that’s really new.
It’s a really interesting chapter
in the history of the Arts: a time
in which we want to honor the
legacy of the people who built
the foundations for what the de-
partment is now but also make
space for new growth.” While de-
partmental reviews are not man-
dated Ms. Yannatos believes it’s
their responsibility as educators
and administrators to ensure
that they have not fallen asleep
at the wheel.

Tony Lee may be reached
at tlee21@choate.edu

Zhao’s Passion for Pipa

Mesmerizes Choate Community
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The pipa, one of the oldest Chinese instruments, was first used some 2,000 years ago.

By Begum Gokmen ’23
Reporter

Just a couple weeks ago,
May Zhao ’21 gave an en-
thralling performance on the
pipa at the Winter Holiday
Program. The pear-shaped
lute is known to be one of the
oldest Chinese musical in-
struments. “People even call
it the ‘Queen of All Chinese
Instruments,’” said Zhao.

Zhao is the only pipa play-
er on campus, and the audience
was once again astonished by
the beautiful music coming from
the instrument. First used some
2,000 years ago, the word “pipa”
refers to two Chinese characters:
pi, “to play forward,” and pa, “to
play backward. The instrument
can be played by struming the
pipa strings.

Zhao started playing the

pipa ten years ago. “When I
was young, my mom told me
I could choose whichever in-
strument I would like to play.
Initially, I chose the piano but
three days later, I gave up,” she
said. “One day, we went to a
pipa concert and it was super
fancy and I said, ‘Wow, this is
such a cool instrument!”” Just
like that, May dove into play-
ing the Pipa and mastered the
instrument over the years.
Similar to the guitar, the
pipa requires its player to mas-
ter a unique playing technique.
“It’s very interesting because if
you used your actual fingernails,
they wouldn’t be strong enough
to create the vibration. So you
need plastic or another materi-
al to make fake nails’ that will
assist the player. You tape them
on your fingertips and then you
play it with very sophisticated

cooperation between your two
hands,” Zhao said.

The Holiday Concert was
the first time Zhao used back-
ground music in a perfor-
mance. She was worried that
the audience would not hear
her playing the Pipa if the
background music was too
loud. Despite her worries, Zhao
evaluated her performance
with a feeling of success. “Af-
terwards, I watched the video
my friends took for me and
thought it was actually a pretty
good balance between my mu-
sic and the background music.”
Zhao hopes to continue exper-
imenting and rehearsing the
pipa to bring more exciting
performances to the Choate
community.

Begum Gokmen may be reached
at bgokmen23@choate.edu

The Gelb and PMAC Come Alive This Winter
With Fringe, SDS, and 4 Midsummer Night's Dream

By Bianca Rosen 21
Associate Editor

As students settle back into
campus, Choate’s arts commu-
nity is tirelessly preparing for
Fringe Festival, Student-Direct-
ed Scenes (SDS), and its winter
production, this year of A Mid-
summer Night's Dream.

Fringe

Fringe, premiering in the
Gelb Theater on February 6 and
7, will feature four plays — Buzz
Off, directed by Kathryn Phil-
lips ’20 and written by Mia Mil-
lares '22; Girl Scouts, directed
by Will Flamm ’21 and written
by Page Wildridge ’21; Holier
than Thou, directed by Iris Par-
sons '21 and written by Caleb
Maddox ’20; and The Diner,
directed by Phillips and written
by Ethan Luk '20 — and special
acts that are written, directed,
and performed by students.
The plays combine elements of
comedy, drama, and the other-
worldly, and represent a range
of artistic talent and creativity.

The plays were selected by
the Fringe Board, the master-
minds behind the production.
The Board, consisting of stu-
dents and Ms. Kate Doak, or-
ganizes the event, publicizes it
to the Choate community, and
helps the writers revise and stage
their plays. “Fringe encourages
people who wouldn’t normally
do theater to experience what a
theater community is like in a
very low-pressure setting. It’s a
wonderful way to collaborate,
create, and step outside of your
comfort zone,” said Phillips.

Rehearsals are held three
times a week and typically involve
improvisation games, a read-
through of the play, and a discus-
sion surrounding the motivations
and personalities of the characters.

Graphic by Rose Chen/The Choate News

The annual Fringe Festival encourages students who do not typically participate in theater to step out of their comfort zone.

Because Fringe is entirely
student-run, there is room for
a lot of experimentation and
creativity. Flamm said, “Main
stage productions are more
cut and clear, while Fringe
has a lot of room for collabo-
ration and the students have
a lot more say in the process.”
Students have the opportunity
to create their own vision for
the play and develop their own
styles as directors, writers, and
actors.

Will Greve 20, an actor in
Girl Scouts, The Diner, and
Buzz Off, said, “I've really ap-
preciated this opportunity to
meet new people and do some-

thing that I wouldn’t normal-
ly do. I didn’t know too much
about theater going into it, but
I'm happy to be along for the
ride and learning new things.”

Student-Directed Scenes

SDS is the culmination of
Choate’s Directing class, and
will be hosted in the Gelb The-
ater on January 24 and 25.
Participating students Phil-
lips, Medina Purefoy-Craig
’20, Brennan Connell ’20, and
Stanley Liu ’20 are in the pro-
cess of directing and producing
a scene of their choice. In re-
searching the scene they want-
ed to direct, students studied

different plays and their styles.
After narrowing it down to a
play they liked, students began
brainstorming their vision for
the scene; this involved making
decisions about the scene’s set-
ting, how to portray the char-
acters and convey the work’s
larger themes. For instance,
Connell, who chose to direct a
scene from The Game, by Louis
Bryant, set the work in the late
1960s in order to provide more
context to the play’s dialogue.
After making these initial
decisions, the students opened
auditions for anyone interest-
ed in participating in SDS. The
directors are now in the pro-

cess of preparing for their per-
formances. During rehearsals,
they run through the produc-
tion and work on scenes that
needed to be blocked or adapt-
ed. “As a director, I try to take
a step back during rehearsals
and let my actors work out
a scene themselves. If I see
something that works really
well, I talk to them about it. I
learn a lot from their feedback.
I definitely have a vision in my
mind that they can help me put
onto the stage,” said Connell.
Like Fringe, SDS is interactive
and student-driven. The direc-
tor has a lot of flexibility. They
are able to sample new styles

and make their own artistic
choices, fostering an open, cre-
ative environment.

A Midsummer Night’s
Dream

A Midsummer  Night’s
Dream, this winter’s main
stage production, will be per-
formed on February 13, 14,
and 15. “It’s a wonderful, fun,
touching, beautiful piece,
and so I thought it would be
a great way of dealing with
the darkness of winter,” said
the play’s director, Ms. Tracy
Ginder-Delventhal.

Ms. Ginder-Delventhal has
approached the play with an
emphasis on fluidity and gender
inclusivity, and sees the main
theme of the play as “the power
struggle between the genders.”
This has opened conversa-
tions about what it means for a
character to be male or female.
There’s a lot of cross-casting;
for instance, Helena, who is tra-
ditionally played by a female,
will be played by a male. “I like
that our interpretation is taking
a very old play and playing with
something that is very promi-
nent now with this idea of being
open and questioning people’s
everyday interpretations of what
gender means,” said Marovitz,
who plays Peter Quince.

The cast worked to create an
inclusive dynamic and a cohe-
sive vision for the production.
“Tracy had [the cast] sit down
in a huge circle, and we started
telling stories about our lives.
It made us more accepting and
understanding of each other,
which is really important since
we are discussing gender con-
formity,” said stage manager
Yasemin Cobanoglu ’21.

Bianca Rosen may be reached
at brosen21@choate.edu
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Choate Winter Record
33-41-1

Varsity Saturday Games

Boys’ Basketball (5-4)
falls to Andover, 57-69

Girls’ Basketball (5-3)
falls to Andover, 46-56

Boys' Hockey (1-7-1)
falls to Andover, 1-4

Girls’ Hockey (5-3)
falls to Andover, 0-7

Boys’ Squash (2-4)
falls to Andover, 0-7

Girls' Squash (2-1)
beats Andover, 4-3

Boys' Swimming (1-1)
falls to Andover, 44-142

Girls' Swimming (0-2)
falls to Andover, 74-112

Wrestling (1-4)
falls to Andover, 6-67

J.V. Saturday Games

Boys’ Basketball (0-5)
falls to Andover, 32-52

Girls' Basketball (4-0)
beats Andover, 19-18

Boys’ Hockey (3-1)
beats Andover, 3-2

Girls' Hockey (0-2)
falls to Andover, 1-9

Boys' Squash (2-2)
falls to Andover, 2-8

Girls’ Squash (0-2)
falls to Andover, 0-7

VarsiTY TEAMS BoND AT
HoLipaAy TOURNAMENTS

By Greer Goergen ’21
Associate Editor

Boys’ Varsity Hockey

Boys’ Varsity Hockey had a
great weekend right from the start
of their drive down to Lawrencev-
ille. Charlie Aronov "21 talked about
how much the team bonded over
the course of the tournament. “We
all slept together in the Lawrencev-
ille gyms, which was really fun.
We definitely bonded as a team
throughout.” The team did not
do as well as it would've liked and
ended up going 1-3 in the tourna-
ment, but the boys learned a lot
about themselves as a team. Their
win was an exciting one, with Ben
Smith-Foley scoring a dazzling goal
in a shootout to secure a victory.
“Overall, we all had a blast, and we
are looking to take the lessons we
learned from Lawrenceville and
translate them into our games later
in the season,” said Aronov.

Girls’ Varsity Hockey

Girls Varsity Hockey went 1-2
in their holiday tournament at
Taft this year. “We played really
well against Taft. We took advan-
tage of the large sheet of ice, and
we were able to capitalize on their
mistakes with our new forecheck-
ing system and new formation on
the ice,” Claire Gavin 21 said of
their impressive win. The last two
games were more challenging for
the girls. “Our opponents came out
with speed, which we were able to
react to, but, ultimately, we were
unsuccessful,” Gavin said. Lexing-
ton Secreto 21, one of the teams’
goalies, had a standout weekend
and kept them in every game. The
tournament proved the team’s
strength and capacity for potential.
The girls are excited for the rest of
the season.
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Charles Greszes '21 passes the puck against Westminster on 12/11.

Boys’ Varsity Basketball

Boys’ Varsity Basketball fin-
ished its tournament with two
wins over the quality Class A
teams at the Sea Coast Classic in
Boston. The boys played St.Paul’s
and Milton, beating Milton with a
three-point shot with just seconds
left in the game. The tournament
marked the team’s last time play-
ing with teammate Brody Grebe
’20. Grebe decided to start college
early by enrolling for the spring
semester at Montana State Uni-
versity. Glenn Halliday ’21 said,
“We started to play better as a
team since we improved with our
personnel and we bonded pret-
ty well that weekend.” The team
looks forward to a strong season.
Halliday said, “The rest of the sea-
son, we're trying to keep getting
better everyday and potentially
put another banner up.”

Girls’ Varsity Basketball

Girls’ Varsity Basketball had
a successful tournament, with
substantial wins against St.Paul’s
and Pomfret. The team fell short
when matched up against Deer-
field, and a slow start lost them
the close game. Reina Taveras
’21 said, “It wasn’t a bad loss at
all, and we have a strong chance
to beat them next time we play
them.” The team executed sev-
eral new plays and focused on
patience when setting up an of-
fense. Captains Jordan Obi ’20
and Indi DelRocco ’21 effectively
motivated the team by stepping
up their play and putting points
on the board. “We have very
good team chemistry, and it was
really nice to see everyone bond,”
Taveras said.

Greer Goergen may be reached
at ggoergen2l@choate.edu

Fall All-New England Athletes

Football
Brody Grebe '20
Kaleb Moody '2

Girls' Soccer

0

Honorable Mention
Beau Luther '20

Cameron Polemeni-Hegarty '20

Boys' Water Polo

Jack Sun '21

Girls' Cross Country

Abbi Addler '20
Cici Curran '20

Volleyball

Honorable Mention
Maddy Estenson '21

Field Hockey

Betsy Overstrum' 20

Honorable Mention
Claire Gavin '21

Meagan Best 20 Takes Second at
Squash U.S. Open

Meagan Best upset the top-seeded player in the tournament.

By Naomi Fleisch ’22
Reporter

On December 18, Meagan
Best 20 and Nicolina Tessitore
21 competed in the under-19
U.S. Squash Open at Drexel Uni-
versity. Best upset the #2 seed in
the semifinal match and won a
silver medal for her performance
in the tournament.

Best went into the tourna-
ment hoping to finish in the top
ten, and she more than accom-
plished her goal. Although Best
lost her final match, she was very
happy that she advanced that far
into the tournament and had a
chance at winning.

Being invited to compete at
the U.S. open takes a lot of train-
ing and dedication and is an ac-
complishment in itself. For each
age group, only the top 75 players
in the world are invited to play at
the tournament.

Unsurprisingly, qualifying
for the tournament took a lot of
training and dedication. Best has
been preparing and training for
the tournament since the start
of the school year. Whether it be
training on the courts or in the
gym, Best has put in the time to

improve her game. It takes a lot
to prepare mentally and physi-
cally for the U.S. Open. Best said,
“My biggest weakness has always
been my movement. Since I was a
little kid I have been working on
that aspect of my game and try-
ing to improve it.”

Though the physical prepa-
ration for the tournament can be
draining, this was not Best’s first
time at a high-level squash tour-
nament. She started playing at
the international level when she
was 11, and, as it happens, her
first international tournament
was held at Choate. Best also
took first place at the U.S. Squash
Open in 2017 and, the following
year, she received third place.
At the Choate tournament, Best
had a chance to meet the Head
Girls’ Varsity Squash Coach, Ms.
Jenn Pelletier.

Pelletier said, “I think Mea-
gan not only sets an example for
her teammates, but also for all
athletes. Most people assume
that you cannot go to a boarding
school and play a sport at a high
level, but Meagan shows that,
with dedication, it is possible.”

Best manages to stay ground-
ed and keep her composure de-
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spite the pressure that comes
with being a competitive athlete.
Best was never nervous at the
U.S. Open. She said, “This was
the first tournament that I was
not nervous at all, for some rea-
son. I think it was because I was
confident with the work I had put
in. I knew that I was ready for
whatever opponent I had to play.”

In order to mentally prepare
for the competition, Best listened
to music for about two hours
before each of her matches. This
helped her get in the zone and
forget about everything else go-
ing on in her life.

When asked if she had any
takeaways from the tournament,
Best said, “The biggest thing I
learned was the importance of
recovery. We played about two
matches every day, six matches
in all, and that can really wear
down your body.”

Best returns to Choate with
experience from a high-level
squash tournament and hopes
that she can lead this year’s Girls’
Varsity Squash team to success at
Nationals and New Englands.

Naomi Fleisch may be reached
at nfleisch22@choate.edu

Thirds Saturday Games

Boys' Squash (1-0)
beats Taft, 7-0

NEW LIGHTS BRIGHTEN LARRY HART POOL

By Sam Anastasio 23 and
Alex Skrypek '23
Reporters

At the Larry Hart Pool, swim-
mers, divers, water polo players,
and coaches will not have to worry
about sub-par lighting anymore.
New pool lights were installed in
the ceiling, vastly improving visi-
bility for the athletes and coaches
who use the space.

Since the pool opened in 1979,
the lights have operated poorly.
People have found it difficult to
watch aquatic events, in person
and over live stream, because of
the limited visibility. Likewise,
the lights make it difficult to re-
cord footage. For instance, the
Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Water
Polo teams rely on being able to
take videos during practices and
games, but, until now, they hav-
en’t been able to do so because of
poor lighting.

The new lighting fixtures
drastically change the pool’s at-
mosphere, making it a warmer
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The new lights (right) replaced those installed during the Larry Hart Pool's construction in 1979.

and more welcoming facility. At
the time of the old pool light’s
installation, “they were not the
proper lighting that was need-
ed,” said Head Swim Coach and
Aquatic Director Ms. Sara Massa.
“The old pool lights had to be re-
paired constantly.”

The installation occurred
during winter break, so the
swim and dive team wouldn’t

have to miss practices due to
repairs The crew completing
the installation drained the en-
tire pool and removed part of
the building to allow building
equipment onto the deck.
Members of the Choate
swim team greatly appreciated
the update. “The new lights al-
low me and the other coaches
to see and correct stroke tech-

niques so much better,” said
Ms. Massa. Similarly, Martha
Chessen ’22, a backstroker,
said that the bright lights help
her “focus more on swimming”
rather than being “tired from
the school day.” Chessen said
that the old pool lights created
a “dungeon-like” atmosphere.
The lighting can be adjusted
depending on the event, water

e
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it

polo, swimming, or diving. In
addition, one can regulate how
much of the pool area needs to
be illuminated, which makes it
easier for spectators to see the
scoring board.

Sam Anastasio and Alex
Skrypek may be reached at
sanastasio23@choate.edu
and askrypek23@choate.edu



